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T O : Representative C arl Gatto, C ha ir
House Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee

F R O M : Representative M a x  F. Gruenberg, Jr.

D A T E : February 10th, 2011

RE: H JR  14: C onstitu tiona l Am endm ent Secretary o f  State References

Please consider th is  m em orandum  as a request fo r  the House Jud ic ia ry  C om m ittee to  schedule a 
hearing on House Jo in t R eso lu tion  14. A ccom panying  th is  m em o are the fo llo w in g  documents:

>  Sponsor Statement
>  Sectional A na lys is
>  House Jo in t R eso lu tion  14 (27 -LS 0422 \A )
>  Leg is la tive  Legal Counsel M em o from  Jack Chenoweth, M arch  10, 2008
>  C opy o f  passages from  the A laska C onstitu tion

Thank you  fo r  considering  m y request fo r a hearing on House Jo in t R eso lu tion  14. Please 
contact m y  leg is la tive  aide, Ted Madsen, at 465-2840 w ith  any questions.



S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e s :  

J u d ic ia r y  
R u le s  

S ta te  A f f a ir s  
T r a n s p o r t a t io n

Member A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr. 
H ouse D is tric t 20

A nchorage  (M oun ta in  View, R ussian Jack , E ast A nchorage) 
H ouse M ino rity  F loor L eader

Interim:
716 W 4"’ Avenue, Rm 350 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 
Phone: (907)269-0123 
Fax: (907) 269-0124

Session:
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phone: (907) 465-4940 
Toll Free: (866) 465-4940 
Fax: (907) 465-3766

Email:
Rep. Max.Gruenberg@legis.state.ak. us

H ouse Jo in t R eso lu tion  14:
C o n stitu tio n a l A m endm en t:

S ecre ta ry  o f S ta te  R eferences 
S ponso r S ta tem en t

In 1970 A laska voters approved am endm ents to the state constitution changing the nam e o f  
“Secretary o f  State” to Lieutenant G overnor.” At that time, however, the drafting attorneys did 
not catch all o f  the references to “ Secretary o f  State.” HJR 14 corrects the two rem aining 
references to “Secretary o f  State” in the state constitution. The proposed am endm ents, if  
approved by the legislature, w ould be placed before the voters in the next general election.

mailto:Max.Gruenberg@legis.state.ak


Interim:
716 W 4* Avenue, Rm 350 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 
Phone: (907)269-0123 
Fax: (907) 269-0124

Session:
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phone: (907) 465-4940 
Toll Free: (866) 465-4940 
Fax: (907) 465-3766

Email:
Rep,Max.Gruenberg@legis,state, ak. us

H ouse J o in t  R eso lu tion  14:
C o n stitu tio n a l A m endm en t:

S ecre ta ry  o f S ta te  R eferences 
Sectional A nalysis

Section 1: Am ends A rticle II, sec. 5, Constitution o f  the State o f  A laska

Adds: lie u ten an t g o v e rn o r
Rem oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Section 2: A m ends A rticle III, sec. 25, Constitution o f  the State o f  Alaska

Adds: lie u ten an t g o v ern o r
Rem oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Section  3: The section states that the constitutional am endm ents will be placed on the ballot at 
the next general election as required by Article XIII, sec. 1 o f  the Alaska Constitution. Two 
thirds o f  each house m ust approve the proposed am endm ents and a m ajority o f  the electorate 
voting m ust ratify it.
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Mail Stop 3101

D IV IS IO N  OF LEG A L A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V IC E S  
LE G IS LA TIV E  A F F A IR S  A G E N C Y  

STA TE OF A LA S K A State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182  

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 10, 2008

SU B JEC T: HJR 37, correcting obsolete references in the state constitution to 
"secretary o f state" (Work Order No. 25-LS1527\C)

FR O M :

TO : Representativ

Jack Chenowt 
Assistant Rev

The joint resolution has been scheduledrfor a House State Affairs Committee hearing.

For whatever use you may choose to make o f the material, set out below is a replication 
o f my notes shared with the joint resolution's sponsor when this matter was last before the 
legislature in 2005.

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a margin o f 71% - 29% (yes = 
46,102; no = 18,781), approved a series o f amendments to the state constitution that 
changed the name o f  the constitutional office o f "secretary o f  state" to the office o f 
"lieutenant governor." In the 1970 joint resolution that proposed the amendments, SJR 2, 
a copy o f  which accompanies this memo, the drafting attorneys o f the time did not catch 
all the references to "secretary o f state." They missed the two that appear in article II, 
section 5 and article III, section 25. By proposing amendments to delete in those two 
sections the obsolete references to secretary o f state and substituting references to 
lieutenant governor, this House joint resolution would correct the oversight.

Unlike statutes, corrections o f errors and omissions in the state constitution cannot be 
completed editorially. Under article XIII, section 1,

A m endm ents. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed 
by a two-thirds vote o f each house o f the legislature. The lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing each 
proposed amendment, and shall place them on the ballot for the next 
general election. If a majority of the votes cast on the proposition favor 
the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless otherwise provided in the 
amendment, it becomes effective thirty days after the certification o f the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.



Corrective changes o f  this kind might have been proposed by a constitutional convention 
called to make changes to the state constitution. However, when, at ten-year intervals 
since 1970, the proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article 
XIII, section 3, the voters have repeatedly failed to approve calls for state constitutional 
conventions. The voters defeated the calls for constitutional conventions in each o f the 
1972, 1982, 1992, and 2002 general elections.

JBC;med 
08-168.med

Representative Max F. Gruenberg
March 10, 2008
Page 2
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Article 2 — The Legislature

A rtic le  2 , S e c t io n s :

1. L egislative P o w e r ; M em b e rsh ip

2 . M e m b e rs : Q u a l i f ic a t io n s

3. E le c t io n  a n d  T e r m s  

4- V a c a n c ie s

5 . D is q u a l i f ic a t io n s

6. Immunities
7 . S a la ry  a n d  E x p e n s e s

8. R e g u la r  S e s s io n s

9 .  S p ec ia l S e s s io n s

10 . A d jo u r n m e n t

11. I n te r im  C o m m it te e s

12 . R u le s

1 3. F o rm  o f  B ills  

1 4 . P a s sa g e  o f  B ills  

1 S . V e to

1 6 . A c t io n  U p o n  V e to

1 7 . B ills  N o t  S ig n e d

18 . E f fe c tiv e  D a te

19 . L o c a l o r  S p e c ia l  A c ts

20. Im p e a c h m e n t

21. Suits Against the State

§ 1. L e g is la t iv e  P o w e r ;  M e m b e r s h ip  -

1 h e  le g is la tiv e  p o w e r  o f  th e  S ta t e  is 
v e s te d  in  a le g is la tu re  c o n s is t in g  o f  a 

s e n a te  w ith  a m e m b e rs h ip  o t tw e n ty  a n d  

a h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i th  a  

m e m b e rs h ip  o f  forty .

§ 2 . M e m b e r s :  Q u a l i f i c a t io n s  -  A

member of the legislature shall he a 
qualified voter who has been a resident of 
Alaska tor at least three years and of the

d is tr i c t  fro m  w h ic h  e le c te d  fo r  a t  le as t 

o n e  y e a r, im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  h is  

f il in g  fo r  o ffice . A  s e n a to r  sh a ll  b e  a t  leas t 

tw e n ty - f iv e  y ea rs  o f  ag e  a n d  a  r e p r e ­

s e n ta t iv e  a t  le a s t tw e n ty - o n e  yea rs  o f  age .

§ 3 .  E le c t io n  a n d  T e r m s  -  L e g is la to rs  
sh a ll b e  e l e c te d  a t  g e n e ra l e le c tio n s . 

T h e i r  te rm s  b e g in  o n  th e  fo u r th  M o n d a y  

o f t h e  J a n u a ry  fo llo w in g  e le c t io n  u n le ss  
o th e rw is e  p ro v id e d  b y  law . T h e  te rm  o f  

re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  s h a ll b e  tw o  yea rs , a n d  
th e  te rm  of s e n a to r s , fo u r  years. O n e - h a l f  

o f th e  s e n a to r s  sh a ll  h e  e le c te d  e v e ry  tw o  
years.

Editor's Nate. The legislature has prowled that the 
terms of legishurrs begin an the second Monday in 
January folLming a fyresidentiai election year and on the 
third Tut'sda\ in January fnllnunng a gubernatorial 
election year. See AN 24.05.080.
§ 4 .  V a c a n c ie s  -  A  v a c a n c y  in  th e  le g ­

is la tu re  s h a l l  h e  f i l le d  fo r th e  u n e x p ire d  

te rm  as  p ro v id e d  b y  law . I f  n o  p ro v is io n  

is m a d e ,  th e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  fill th e  

v a c a n c y  by a p p o in tm e n t .

§ 5 . D is q u a l i f ic a t io n s  -  N o  le g is la to r  

m a y  h o ld  a n y  o th e r  o ffic e  o r  p o s i t io n  o f  
p ro f it  u n d e r  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  o r  th e  

S ta t e .  D u r in g  th e  te rn i  fo r w h ic h  e le c te d  
a n d  fo r  o n e  y e a r  th e re a f te r ,  n o  le g is la to r  

m a y  h e  n o m in a te d ,  e le c te d ,  o r  a p p o in te d  

to  a n y  o th e r  o ffic e  o r  p o s i t io n  o f  p ro f it  

w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c r e a te d ,  o r  th e  sa la ry  o r  

e m o lu m e n t s  o f  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  

in c re a s e d , w h ile  h e  w as  a  m e m b e r . T h is  

s e c t io n  s h a l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  a n y  p e r s o n  

f ro m  s e e k in g  o r  h o ld in g  th e  o ffice  o f  

g o v e rn o r , s e c re ta ry  o f  s ta te ,  o r  m e m b e r

o f  C o n g re s s . T h i s  s e c t io n  s h a ll  n o t  ap p ly  
t o  e m p lo y m e n t  by  o r  e le c t io n  to  a  c o n ­
s t i tu t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n .

Editor's Note. Senate Joint Resolution No. 2, 
“changing the. name of the secretary of state to lieutenant 
governor" in 16 sections of the Alaska Constitution, 
oppnyved by (he voters August 25. 1970. inadvertently 
omitted express amendment of this section.
§ 6 .  I m m u n i t i e s  -  L e g is la to rs  m a y  n o t  

be  h e ld  t o  a n s w e r  b e fo re  a n y  o th e r  

tr ib u n a l  fo r a n y  s ta te m e n t  m a d e  in  th e  

e x e rc is e  o f  th e i r  le g is la tiv e  d u tie s  w h ile  

th e  le g is la tu re  is in  session . M e m b e rs  
a t te n d in g ,  g o in g  to ,  o r  r e tu rn in g  from  

le g is la tiv e  sessio n s  a re  n o t  s u b je c t to  c iv il 

p ro cess  a n d  a re  p r iv ile g e d  fro m  a rre s t 

e x c e p t  fo r fe lo n y  o r  b r e a c h  o f  th e  p e a c e .

§ 7 . S a la ry  a n d  E x p e n s e s  -  L eg is la to rs  

s h a ll  r e c e iv e  a n n u a l  sa la ries . T h e y  m a y  

r e c e iv e  a  p e r  d ie m  a l lo w a n c e  fo r  

e x p e n s e s  w h i le  in  s e s s io n  a n d  a re  
e n t i t l e d  t o  tr a v e l  e x p e n se s  g o in g  to  a n d  

fro m  se s s io n s . P re s id in g  o ffic e rs  m ay  

re c e iv e  a d d i t io n a l  c o m p e n s a t io n .

§ 8 .  R e g u la r  S e s s io n s  -  T h e  le g is la tu re  

s h a ll  c o n v e n e  in  re g u la r  se ss io n  e a c h  

y e a r  o n  t h e  fo u r th  M o n d a y  in  Jan u a ry , 

b u t  t h e  m o n th  a n d  d a y  m a y  h e  c h a n g e d  

by  law . D i e  le g is la tu re  s h a l l  a d jo u rn  

fro m  re g u la r  se ss io n  n o  la te r  t h a n  o n e  

h u n d r e d  tw e n ty  c o n s e c u t iv e  c a le n d a r  

d ay s  fro m  th e  d a te  it c o n v e n e s  e x c e p t  

t h a t  a  re g u la r  se ss io n  m a y  h e  e x te n d e d  

o n c e  fo r  u p  to  t e n  c o n s e c u t iv e  c a le n d a r  
d ays . A n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  re g u la r  session  

re q u ire s  th e  a ff i rm a tiv e  v o te  o f  a t  le as t 

tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  e a c h  

h o u s e  o f  th e  le g is la tu re . T h e  le g is la tu re  
s h a ll a d o p t  as p a r t  o f  th e  u n ifo rm  ru le s  o f  

p r o c e d u r e  d e a d l in e s  fo r  s c h e d u l in g  

s e s s io n  w o rk  n o t  in c o n s i s t e n t  w i th

T h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n __________________________

p ro v is io n s  c o n t r o l l in g  th e  l e n g th  o f  th e  
se ss io n . (Amended 19841

S 9 .  S p e c ia l S e s s io n s  -  S p e c ia l sessio n s  

m a y  h e  c a lle d  b y  th e  g o v e rn o r  o r  b y  v o te  

o f  tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  le g is la to rs . T h e  v o te  

m a y  b e  c o n d u c te d  by th e  le g is la tiv e  
c o u n c i l  o r  a s  p re s c r ib e d  b y  law . A t  

sp e c ia l s e s s io a s  c a l le d  by th e  g o v e rn o r , 

le g is la t io n  s h a ll  h e  l im ite d  t o  s u b je c ts  

d e s ig n a te d  in  h is  p ro c la m a t io n  c a llin g  

th e  se s s io n , t o  su b je c ts  p re s e n te d  by  h im , 
a n d  th e  r e c o n s id e r a t io n  o f h il ls  v e to e d  
by  h im  a f te r  a d jo u r n m e n t  <4 th e  last 

r e g u la r  s e s s io n .  S p e c ia l  s e s s io n s  a re  

l im ite d  to  th i r ty  days . 1 Amended

§ 1 0 . A d jo u r n m e n t  -  N e i th e r  h o u s e  

m a y  a d jo u rn  o r  rece ss  lo r  lo n g e r  t h a n  

th r e e  d ay s  u n le ss  th e  o th e r  c o n c u rs . If 

th e  tw o  h o u se s  c a n n o t  a g re e  o n  th e  t im e  

o f a d j o u r n m e n t  a n d  e i t h e r  h o u s e  

c e r t i f ie s  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  t o  d i e  

g o v e rn o r , h e  m a y  a d jo u rn  th e  le g is la tu re .

§ 1 1 .  I n te r im  C o m m it te e s  -  T h e r e  sh a ll 

b e  a  le g is la tiv e  c o u n c il ,  a n d  th e  le g ­

is la tu r e  m a y  e s ta b l is h  o th e r  in t e r im  

c o m m it te e s .  T h e  c o u n c i l  a n d  o t h e r  

in te r im  c o m m it te e s  m a y  m e e t K tv v e e n  

le g is la t iv e  sessio n s. T h e y  m a y  p e r io tm  

d u tie s  a n d  e m p lo y  p e r s o n n e l  as p ro v id e d  

b y  th e  le g is la tu re . T h e i r  m e m b e rs  m a y  

re c e iv e  a n  a l lo w a n c e  fo r  e x p e n se s  w h ile  

p e r fo rm in g  th e i r  d u tie s .

§ 1 2 . R u le s  ~  T h e  h o u s e s  o t  e a c h  le g ­

is la tu re  s h a l l  a d o p t  u n ifo rm  ru le s  of 

p ro c e d u re . E a c h  h o u s e  m a y  c h o o s e  its 
o ffic e rs  a n d  em p lo y e e s . E a c h  is t h e  n t j g e  

o f  th e  e le c t io n  a n d  q u a l if ic a tio n s  o t u s  

m e m b e rs  a n d  m a y  e x p e l a m e m b e r  w ith  

th e  c o n c u r r e n c e  of tw o - th i rd s  o t  its 

m e m b e rs . E a c h  sh a ll  k e e p  a  jo u rn a l o t its

___________________ A r t i c l e  2  - :  1 h e  L e g i s j a t u  r c



§ 1 7 .  C o n v e n i n g  L e g is la t u r e  ~

W h e n e v e r  t h e  g o v e rn o r  c o n s id e r s  it in  

th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t ,  h e  m a y  c o n v e n e  th e  

le g is la tu re , e i t h e r  h o u s e ,  o r  th e  tw o  

h o u se s  in  jo in t  s e ss io n .

§ 1 8 . M e s sa g e s  t o  L e g is la tu re  -  T h e  

g o v e rn o r  s h a ll , a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  e a c h  

sess io n , a n d  m a y  a t o th e r  t im e s , g iv e  th e  

le g is la tu re  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

affa irs  o f  th e  S ta t e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  th e  

m e a su re s  h e  c o n s id e rs  necessa ry .

§ 19. M il i t a r y  A u t h o r i t y  ~ T h e
g o v e rn o r  is c o m m a n d e r - in - c h ie f  o f  th e  

a rm e d  fo rc e s  o f  t h e  S ta te .  H e  m a y  c a ll  

o u t  th e s e  fo rce s  t o  e x e c u te  th e  law s, 

su p p re s s  o r  p r e v e n t  in s u r r e c t io n  o r  

law less  v io le n c e ,  o r  re p e l in v a s io n . T h e  

g o v e rn o r ,  a s  p r o v id e d  by  law , s h a l l  

a p p o in t  a ll g e n e ra l  a n d  flag  o ffic e rs  o f  
th e  a rm e d  fo rc e s  o f  th e  S ta t e ,  s u b je c t to  

c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  

m r m h e r s  o f t h e  le g is la tu r e  i n  jo in t  
s e s s io n  H e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n d  

c o m m is s io n  a ll o th e r  o fficers.

§ 2 0 .  M a r t ia l  L a w  -  T h e  g o v e rn o r  m ay  

p ro c la im  m a r t ia l  law  w h e n  t h e  p u h lic  

safe ty  re q u ire s  it in  c a se  o f r e b e l l io n  o r  

a c tu a l o r  im m in e n t  in v a s io n .  M a r tia l  

la w  sh a ll n o t  c o n t in u e  fo r lo n g e r  t h a n  

tw e n ty  d ay s  w i th o u t  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  a 

m a jo r ity  of th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  le g ­

is la tu re  in  jo in t  sessio n

§ 21. E x e c u tiv e  C le m e n c y  -  S u b je c t  to  

p ro c e d u r e  p r e s c r ib e d  by  law', th e  

g o v e rn o r  m a y  g r a n t  p a r d o n s ,  c o m ­

m u ta t io n s ,  a n d  re p r ie v e s ,  a n d  m a y  

su sp e n d  a n d  re m it f in e s  a n d  fo rfe itu re s  

T h is  p o w e r  s h a l l  n<.it e x t e n d  to  

im p e a c h m e n t.  A  p a ro le  sy stem  sh a ll he 

p ro v id e d  by  law .
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§ 2 2 .  E x e c u t iv e  B r a n c h  -  A l l  e x e c u tiv e  

a n d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o ffices, d e p a r tm e n ts ,  

a n d  a g e n c ie s  o f  th e  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t  

a n d  th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  fu n c t io n s ,  po w ers , 

a n d  d u tie s  sh a ll  b e  a l lo c a te d  by  law  

a m o n g  a n d  w i th in  n o t  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  

p r in c ip a l  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  so  as t o  g ro u p  

th e m  a s  fa r  as  p ra c t ic a b le  a c c o rd in g  to  

m a jo r  p u rp o s e s .  R e g u la to ry ,  q u a s i - 

ju d ic ia l ,  a n d  te m p o ra ry  a g e n c ie s  m a y  b e  

e s ta b l is h e d  by  la w  a n d  n e e d  n o t  he 

a l lo c a te d  w i th in  a p r in c ip a l  d e p a r tm e n t .

S 2 3 .  R e o rg a n iz a t io n  -  T h e  g o v e rn o r  

m a y  m a k e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  

t h e  e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h  o r  in  t h e  

a s s ig n m e n t o f f u n c t io n s  a m o n g  its  u n its  

w h ic h  h e  c o n s id e r s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  

e f f ic ie n t  a d m in is t r a t io n .  W h e re  th e s e  

c h a n g e s  r e q u ire  t h e  fo rc e  o f  law , th e y  
s h a ll  b e  s e t  f o r th  in  e x e c u t iv e  o rd e rs . 

T h e  le g is la tu re  s h a ll  h a v e  s ix ty  d ay s  o f  a 

r e g u la r  se s s io n , o r  a  frill s essio n  if o f  

s h o r te r  d u r a t io n ,  to  d is a p p ro v e  th e s e  

e x e c u t iv e  o rd e rs . U n le s s  d is a p p ro v e d  by  

r e s o lu t io n  c o n c u r r e d  in  b y  a  m a jo r ity  o f  

th e  m e m b e rs  i n  j o i n t  s e s s io n , th e s e  

o r d e r s  b e c o m e  e f f e c t iv e  a t  a  d a t e  

t h e r e a f t e r  t o  b e  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th e  

g o v e rn o r .

§ 2 4 .  S u p e r v is io n  -  E a c h  p r in c ip a l  

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r  th e  

su p e rv is io n  o f  t h e  g o v e rn o r .

§ 2 5 .  D e p a r tm e n t  H e a d s  -  T h e  h e a d  o f  

e a c h  p r in c ip a l  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a ll h e  a 

s in g le  e x e c u t iv e  u n le s s  o th e r w i s e  

p ro v id e d  by  law . H e  s h a l l  h e  a p p o in te d  

hv th e  g o v e rn o r , s u b je c t  to  c o n f i r m a t io n  
hv a  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  le g ­

is la tu re  in  j o i n t  s e ss io n , a n d  sh a ll  s e rv e  

a t  th e  p le a s u re  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r , e x c e p t  as

_____________________ A r t i c l e  3  ~  T h e  E x e c u t i v e
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o th e rw is e  p ro v id e d  in  th is  a r t ic le  w ith  

r e s p e c t t o  th e  s e c re ta ry  o f s ta te . T h e  

h e a d s  o f  a l l  p r in c ip a l  d e p a r tm e n ts  sh a ll 
h e  c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .

Editor's Note. Senate Joint Resolution No. 2. "changing 
the name of the secretary oj state to lu-ureruim governor” 
m 16 sections of the ALiska Ormstitudtm, approved hv 
the ititers August 25, 1970, inoilvertcntly omitted 
express anxendment of thus section.
§ 2 6 .  B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m is s io n s  ~ 

W h e n  a  h o a rd  o r  c o m m is s io n  is a t  th e  

h e a d  of a p r in c ip a l  d e p a r tm e n t  o r  a 

re g u la to ry  o r  q u a s i- ju d ic ia l ag e n cy , its 
m e m b e r s  s h a ll  b e  a p p o in te d  by  th e  

g o v e rn o r , s u b je c t t o  c o n f i rm a tio n  by a 
m a jo r ity  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  leg-

T h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ________________

is la tu rc  in  jo in t  s e ss io n , a n d  m ay  lie 

r e m o v e d  as  p ro v id e d  by  law . T h e y  sh a ll 

b e  c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s . T h e  

b o a rd  o r  c o m m is s io n  m a y  a p p o in t  a 

p r in c ip a l  e x e c u t iv e  o f f ic e r  w h e n  

a u th o r iz e d  by  law , b u t t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  

s h a ll  b e  su b je c t to  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  
g o v e rn o r .

§ 2 7 .  R e c e s s  A p p o in tm e n ts  -  T h e  

g o v e rn o r  m ay  m a k e  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  fill 

v a c a n c ie s  o c c u rr in g  d u r in g  a  rec e ss  o f  

th e  le g is la tu re , in  o ffices  re q u ir in g  c o n ­

f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  le g is la tu r e .  T h e  

d u ra t io n  o f  s u c h  a p p o in tm e n ts  sh a ll  I v  
p re s c r ib e d  by  law.

_____________________ A r t i c l e  j  — . T h e  E x e c u t i v e
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Article 3 ~  The Executive

A r tic le  1, S e c t io n s :

1 . E x e c u tiv e  P o w e r

2 . G o v e r n o r :  Q u a l i f ic a t io n s

3. E le c t io n

4 . I e r m  o f  O f f ic e

5 . L im it o n  T e n u r e

6 . D u a l  O f f ic e  H o ld in g

7 . L i e u te n a n t  G o v e r n o r  D u t ie s  

S . E le c t io n

9 . A c t in g  G o v e r n o r

1 0 . S u c c e s s io n :  F a i lu r e  t o  Q u a l i f y  

1 1. V a c a n c y

12 . A b s e n c e  

I 1 . F u r th e r  S u c c e s s io n  

1 4 . T i t le  a n d  A u th o r i t y

1 S. C o m p e n s a t io n

1 6 . G o v e r n o r ’s A u th o r i t y

17. C o n v e n in g  L e g is la tu re

1 8 . M e s sa g e s  to  L e g is la tu re

19 . M il i ta r y  A u th o r i t y

2 0 .  M a r t ia l  L a w

2 1 . E x e c u tiv e  C le m e n c y

2 2 . E x e c u tiv e  B r a n c h

2 5. R e o rg a n iz a t io n

2 4 .  S u p e rv is io n

2 5 . D e p a r tm e n t  H e a d s

2 6 .  B o a rd s  a n d  C o m m is s io n s

2 7 . R e c e s s  A p p o in tm e n ts

§ 1 . E x e c u tiv e  P o w e r  -  T h e  e x e c u tiv e  

p o w e r  o t th e  S ta t e  is v e s te d  in  th e  
g o v e rn o r

I  2 .  G o v e r n o r :  Q u a l i f ic a t io n s  -  T h e

g o v e rn o r  s h a ll h e  a t  le a s t t h i r ty  y ea rs  o f  

ag e  a n d  a  q u a lif ie d  v o te r  o f  th e  S ta te .  H e  

s h a ll  h a v e  b e e n  a r e s id e n t  o f  A la s k a  at 

le a s t s e v e n  yea rs  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  

h is  ti l in g  fo r  o ffice , a n d  h e  sh a ll  h a v e  

b e e n  a  c i t iz e n  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  fo r  a t  

le a s t s e v e n  years.

§  3 . E le c t io n  -  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  h e  

c h o s e n  by  th e  q u a l if ie d  v o te r s  o f  th e  

S t a t e  a t  a g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  

c a n d id a te  re c e iv in g  th e  g re a te s t  n u m b e r  

o f  v o te s  s h a il  b e  g o v e rn o r .

§ 4 .  T e r m  o f  O f f ic e  -  T h e  t e n n  o f  o ffice  

o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  is fo u r  y ea rs , b e g in n in g  
a r  n o o n  o n  rh e  f ir s t M o n d a y  in  

D e c e m b e r  fo llo w in g  h is  e l e c t i o n  a n d  

e n d in g  a t  n o o n  o n  th e  firs t M o n d a y  in  

D e c e m b e r  fo u r  y ea rs  la te r .

§ 5 . L im it  o n  T e n u r e  -  N o  p e rs o n  w h o  

h a s  b e e n  e le c te d  g o v e r n o r  fo r tw o  fu ll 

su ccess iv e  te rm s  sh a ll  b e  a g a in  e lig ib le  to  

h o ld  t h a t  o ffic e  u n t i l  o n e  fu ll te rm  h a s  
in te rv e n e d .

§ 6 .  D u a l  O f f ic e  H o ld in g  -  T h e

g o v e rn o r  sh a ll  n o t  h o ld  a n y  o t h e r  o ffice  

o r  p o s i t io n  o f  p ro f it u n d e r  th e  U n i te d  

S ta te s ,  th e  S ta te ,  o r  its  p o l i t ic a l  sub - 
d iv is io n s .

§ 7 .  L i e u te n a n t  G o v e r n o r  D u t ie s  ~

T h e r e  s h a ll  b e  a  l i e u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r . H e  
sh a ll  h a v e  th e  s a m e  q u a l if ic a t io n s  as  th e  

g o v e r n o r  a n d  se rv e  fo r  th e  s a m e  te rm . 

H e  sh a ll  p e r fo n n  s u c h  d u tie s  as  m ay  be 

p r e s c r ib e d  b y  la w  a n d  as  m a y  b e

 — I 1 4  c-------------
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delegated to him by the governor. 
[Amended 1970j

§ 8. Election ~ The lieutenant governor 
shall be nominated in the manner 
provided by law for nominating 
candidates for other elective offices, in 
the general election the votes cast for a 
candidate for governor shall b e  

considered as cast also for the candidate 
for lieutenant governor running jointly 
with him. The candidate whose name 
appears on the ballot jointly with that of 
the successful candidate for governor 
shall be elected lieutenant governor.
I Amended 1970}

§ 9 .  A c t in g  G o v e r n o r  -  In  c a se  o f  th e  

te m p o ra ry  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e rn o r  fro m  

o ff ic e , t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  

s e rv e  as  a c t in g  g o v e rn o r . [Amended !970J

§ 1 0 . S u c c e s s io n :  F a i lu r e  t o  Q u a l i f y  ~

If  th e  g o v e rn o r -e le c t  d ie s , re s ig n s , o r  is 
d is q u a l if ie d ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  

e le c te d  w i th  h im  sh a ll  s u c c e e d  to  th e  

o ffice  o f  g o v e rn o r  fo r  th e  fu ll te n n .  If th e  

g o v e rn o r -e le c t  fa ils  to  a s su m e  o ff ic e  fo r 
a n y  o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e rn o r  e le c te d  w ith  h in t  sh a ll  s e rv e  as 

a c t in g  g o v e rn o r , a n d  sh a ll  su c c e e d  to  th e  

o ffic e  if th e  g o v e m o r - e le c t  d o e s  n o t  

a s su m e  h is  o ffic e  w i th in  six  m o n th s  o f  

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  r h e  te n n .  [Amended 19701

§ 1 1 . V a c a n c y  -  In  c a se  o f  a  v a c a n c y  in  

r h e  o ffice  o f  g o v e r n o r  fo r a n y  re a s o n , th e  

l i e u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a ll  su c c e e d  to  th e  

o ffic e  fo r  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  te rm . 

{Amended 1970]

§ 1 2 . A b s e n c e  -  W h e n e v e r  fo r  a  p e r io d  

o f  s ix  m o n th s ,  a  g o v e rn o r  h a s  b e e n  c o n ­

tin u o u s ly  a b s e n t  fro n t o ffice  o r  h a s  b e e n

u n a b le  to  d is c h a rg e  t h e  d u tie s  o f  h is  o ffice  

hy re a so n  o f m e n ta l  o r  p h y s ic a l d isab ility , 

th e  o ffice  sh a ll b e  d e e m e d  v a c a n t .  T h e  

p ro c e d u re  fo r d e te rm in in g  a b s e n c e  a n d  

d is a b i lity  s h a ll  h e  p re sc r ib e d  b y  law.

§ 1 3 . F u r t h e r  S u c c e s s io n  -  P ro v is io n  

s h a ll  b e  m a d e  by  law  fo r su c c e s s io n  to  

th e  o ffic e  o f  g o v e rn o r  a n d  fo r  a n  a c t in g  

g o v e r n o r  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  

l i e u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  is u n a b le  t o  su c c e e d  

to  t h e  o ff ic e  o r  a c t  as  g o v e rn o r . N o  

e l e c t i o n  o f  a  l i e u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a ll  b e  

h e ld  e x c e p t  a t  th e  t im e  o f e le c t in g  a 

g o v e rn o r . {Amended 19701
§ 1 4 . T i t l e  a n d  A u th o r i t y  -  W h e n  th e  

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s u c c e e d s  t o  th e  

o ffic e  o f g o v e rn o r , h e  sh a ll  h a v e  th e  t i t le ,  

p o w e rs , d u t ie s  a n d  e m o lu m e n ts  o f  th a t  

o ffic e . [Amended 1970|
§ 1 5 .  C o m p e n s a t i o n  -  T h e  c o m ­

p e n s a t io n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a ll  b e  p re s c r ib e d  

by  la w  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d im in is h e d  

d u r in g  r h e i r  te rm  of o ffice , u n le s s  hy 

g e n e ra l  la w  a p p ly in g  to  a l l  s a la r ie d  
o ff ic e rs  o f  th e  S ta te .  [Amended 1970|
§ 1 6 . G o v e r n o r ’s A u th o r i t y  -  T h e  

g o v e r n o r  sh a ll  b e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  

f a i th fu l e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  law s. H e  m ay, 

b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r t  a c t i o n  o r  

p r o c e e d in g  b r o u g h t  in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  

S ta te ,  e n fo r c e  c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  a n y  c o n ­

s t i t u t io n a l  o r  le g is la t iv e  m a n d a te ,  o r  

r e s tr a in  v io la t io n  o f  a n y  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  

o r  le g is la t iv e  p o w e r, d u ty , o r  r ig h t  hy  a n y  

o ffice r, d e p a r tm e n t ,  o r  a g e n c y  o f  th e  

S ta t e  o r  a n y  o f  its  p o l i t ic a l  su b d iv is io n s . 
T h i s  a u th o r i ty  sh a ll  n o t  b e  c o n s tru e d  to  

a u th o r iz e  a n y  a c t io n  o r  p r o c e e d in g  

a g a in s t  th e  le g is la tu re .


