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F IS C A L  N O T E
S TA TE O F A L A S K A  c o s t #  c o d e s  B i l l  V e r s i o n  HB344-ACS-TRC-3-8-12

2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r

P u b l i s h  D a t e

Identifier (file name) HB344-ACS-TR C -3-8-2012__________________________________ Dept. A ffe c te d  A laska Court System
Title  Child Support Awards_____________________Appropria tion Trial Courts

A llocation
Sponsor  R epresentative Munoz____________________  _________________________
R equester  OMB Com ponent Num ber 768

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________ (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )_____________________
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.

FY13
A ppropria tion

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O PERA TIN G  EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
C om m odities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
M iscellaneous

1,009.8 1,009.8
63.0 63.0

TO TAL OPERA TIN G 0.0 0.0 1,072.8 1,072.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1,072.8 1,072.8
1005 GF/Prgm  (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 tem p code (UGF)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 1,072.8 1,072.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Tem porary 10.0 10

C HA NG E IN REVENUES

Estim ated SU PP LE M E N TA L (FY12) operating costs   (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated CAPITAL (FY13) costs   (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

W hy this fiscal note differs from  previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Initial version.

Prepared by Nancy Meade, General Counsel______________________________________________  Phone 907-463-4736
D ivision A laska C ourt System__________________________________________________________  D ate/Tim e 3/08/2012 11:00 A.M.

Approved by Nancy Meade fo r Christine Johnson, Adm inistrative D irector_________________  Date 3/8/2012
A laska Court System __________________________________________________________
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F IS C A L  NO TE

A n a ly s i s

HB 344 will repeal Civil Rule 90.3, the court rule that contains the current child support guidelines, and replace it 
with a new chapter in the statutes setting out the method for calculating child support awards. The formula for 
calculating the amount to be awarded will change from the current "percentage of income" approach, in which a set 
percentage of the non-custodial parent's income is presumed to be the appropriate support amount, to an "income 
shares" approach, in which a set dollar amount that depends on the parents' incomes is the presumptive support 
obligation. The bill also makes other changes to the current method for establishing the appropriate support 
amounts.

Under AS 25.14.170(b), the adoption of child support award guidelines or a significant amendment to guidelines is a 
material change in circumstances such that a party to an existing order would have grounds to seek modification of 
that order. The Child Support Services Division (CSSD) has estimated that it is enforcing about 20,000 child support 
orders, and an additional unknown number of court orders are in existence in which the parties opted not to use the 
CSSD for enforcement. It is estimated that 10,000 modification requests could be made after the bill takes effect; 
about half of the requests (5,000) are likely to be handled by the CSSD directly without court involvement, and about 
half (5,000) could come to the court for consideration and resolution.

The Court System estimates that, on average, each of the predicted 5,000 requests for modification of child support 
orders would require three hours of a judge's time to consider and resolve. The motions are expected to be filed by 
parties over a two-year period following the effective date of the bill. To handle these motions, the court will hire 
3.8 temporary (pro tern) judges (NPP FTE), as well as 3.8 (NPP FTE) court clerks to assist those judges with paperwork 
and case management during FY 13 and FY 14. The court allocated these positions to the different court locations 
based on the prior two fiscal years' statistics that show where similar motions have been filed statewide. The 
personal service costs for these pro tern judges who will be assigned to the courts with the highest predicted number 
of these motions amounts to $760,000 for each of the two years, as shown on page three.

In addition, the pro tern judges and clerks will be required to travel to other courts locations to handle the motions in 
the courts in which the parties file them; it is estimated that travel costs would amount to $63,000 for each of the 
two years.

Finally, the court's Family Law Self-Help Center, which is the court's free statewide service to help people represent 
themselves in family law cases, anticipates that the number of requests for assistance would rise significantly, 
requiring two additional full-time temporary facilitators for each year over the two-year period following the 
effective date of the bill.

STA TE O F  A LA S K A  B IL L  NO. H B 3 4 4 - A C S - T R C - 3 - 8 - 1 2

2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION
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FIS C A L N O TE

A n a ly s i s  C o n t in u e d

S TA TE  O F A L A S K A  B IL L  NO . H B 3 4 4 - A C S - T R C - 3 - 8 - 1 2

2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
F i s c a l  N o t e  C a l c u l a t i o n s  f o r  H B  3 4 4

P e r s o n a l  S e r v ic e s : C o s t

P ro  T e rn s  S u p e r io r  C o u r t J u d g e  -  A n c h o ra g e  (2 .2  N P P  F T E ) 4 2 4 ,7 0 0

P ro  T e rn s  S u p e r io r  C o u r t J u d g e  -  F a irb a n k s  ( .6  N P P  F T E ) 1 2 0 ,0 0 0

P ro  T e m s  S u p e r io r  C o u r t J u d g e  -  P a lm e r  ( .4  N P P  F T E ) 8 4 ,2 0 0

P ro  T e m s  S u p e r io r  C o u r t J u d g e  -  K e n a i (.2  N P P  F T E ) 4 6 ,9 0 0

P ro  T e m s  S u p e r io r  C o u r t J u d g e  -  R e m a in in g  C o u rt L o c a tio n s  ( .4  N P P  F T E ) 8 4 ,2 0 0

C le r ic a l S ta ff in g  In -C o u rt C le rk s  fo r  P ro T e m  J u d g e s  (3 .8  N P P  F T E ) 1 6 0 ,1 0 0

F a c i li ta to r  fo r  F a m ily  L a w  S e l f  H e lp  C e n te r  (2 .0  N P P  F T E ) 8 9 ,7 0 0

S u b to ta l P e rs o n a l S e rv ic e s  C o s t 1 ,0 0 9 ,8 0 0

T r a v e l :

T rave l to  V a r io u s  C o u r t L o c a tio n s :

E s t im a te  2 5  tr ip s  X $ 4 0 0  A ir fa re  fo r  J u d g e  an d  C le rk 2 0 ,0 0 0

E s t im a te  2 5  tr ip s  X  $ 6 0  P e r  D ie m  X  5  D a y s  fo r  J u d g e  a n d  C le rk 1 5 ,0 0 0

E s t im a te  2 5  tr ip s  X $ 1 2 5  L o d g in g  X 4  D a y s  fo r J u d g e  a n d  C le rk 2 5 ,0 0 0

E s t im a te  2 5  tr ip s  -  G ro u n d  T ra n s p o rta t io n , P a rk in g  @  $ 6 0 /T r ip  fo r  
J u d g e  a n d  C le rk 3 ,0 0 0

S u b to ta l T rave l C o s t 6 3 ,0 0 0

T o ta l E s t im a te d  C o s t 1 ,0 7 2 ,8 0 0
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F IS C A L  N O T E
STA TE OF A LA S K A
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Identifier (file nam e) HB344-LAW -C IV-03-09-12
Title An Act relating to  child support awards; and repealing 

Rule 90.3, A laska Rules o f Civil Procedure.

B i l l  V e r s i o n

F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r

( )  P u b l i s h  D a t e

_ Dept. A ffected 
_ Appropriation 

A llocation

H B  3 4 4

Law
Civil

Sponsor
R equester

Collections and Support
R epresentative Munoz

(H) Judiciary OMB C om ponent Num ber 2210

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
Note: A m ounts do not include inflation un less otherw ise noted below.

FY13
Appropria tion

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERA TIN G  EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
Services
C om m odities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
M iscellaneous

2,660.9
13.4

429.0
61.7
12.1

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 3,177.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1007 I/A Rcpts (O ther) 3,177.1
1037 G F/M H (UGF)
1178 tem p code (UGF)

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 3,177.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-tim e
Part-time
Tem porary

1
19

C HANGE IN REVENUES

Estim ated SU PPLEM EN TA L (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required",

(separate capital appropriation required)

W hy th is fiscal note differs from  previous version (if initial version, please note as such)
Not applicable, initial version.

Prepared by Eileen Donahue, D ivision O perations M anager_________________________________  Phone 465-5427_______
Division A dm in istra tive Services_________________________________________________________  D ate/Tim e 3/9/12 12:30 PM

A p p r o v e d  b y  M i c h a e l  C .  G e r a g h t y ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l _____________________________________________________________ D a t e  3 / 9 / 2 0 1 2 _____________

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w __________________________________________________________________________________________

(R evised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISC A L NO TE

A n a ly s i s

STA TE O F A L A S K A  B IL L  NO. HB 344
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

HB 3 4 4  w il l  e s ta b lis h  A laska  c h ild  s u p p o r t  g u id e lin e s  in  s ta tu te  and  re p e a l th e  c o u r t  C iv il R u le  9 0 .3  c h ild  s u p p o r t  

g u id e lin e s . T h e  b ill ch a n g e s  c h ild  s u p p o r t  c a lc u la t io n  fo rm u la s  f ro m  th e  c u r re n t  p e rc e n ta g e  a p p ro a c h  th a t  o n ly  ta ke s  

in to  a c c o u n t th e  n o n -c u s to d ia l p a re n t 's  in c o m e  to  an in c o m e  sh a re s  m o d e l th a t  c o n s id e rs  th e  in c o m e  o f  b o th  p a re n ts . 

A d d it io n a lly ,  th e  b ill in c re a se s  th e  m in im u m  s u p p o r t  a m o u n t re q u ire d  o f  t h e  n o n -c u s to d ia l p a re n t a n d  d e c re a se s  th e  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t im e  re q u ire d  fo r  a f in d in g  o f  s h a re d  c u s to d y .

AS 2 5 .2 4 .1 7 0 (b )  a n d  AS 2 5 .2 7 .1 9 0 (e )  c o n s id e r  th e  a d o p tio n , e n a c tm e n t o r  s ig n if ic a n t m o d if ic a t io n  to  th e  g u id e lin e s  a 

m a te r ia l c h a n g e  o f  c irc u m s ta n c e  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  a m o d if ic a t io n  o f  th e  o rd e r . T h is  w o u ld  a llo w  c u s to d ia l a n d  n o n ­

c u s to d ia l p a re n ts  to  re q u e s t a m o d if ic a t io n  o f  t h e ir  e x is tin g  o rd e r(s ) .  F e de ra l la w , 4 5  CFR 3 0 3 .8 (e ), re q u ire s  th e  C h ild  

S u p p o r t S e rv ices  D iv is io n  (CSSD) to  c o m p le te  m o d if ic a t io n  re q u e s ts  w ith in  180  da ys  f ro m  re c e ip t  o f  th e  re q u e s t. CSSD 

c o u ld  lose  s ig n if ic a n t fe d e ra l fu n d s  i f  i t  c a n n o t m e e t th is  re q u ire m e n t.  CSSD e s tim a te s  i t  is e n fo rc in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  
2 0 ,0 0 0  c h ild  s u p p o r t  o rd e rs  th a t  w o u ld  b e  e lig ib le  fo r  m o d if ic a t io n . CSSD c o n s e rv a t iv e ly  a n tic ip a te s  1 0 ,0 0 0  

m o d if ic a t io n  re q u e s ts  w il l  b e  s u b m it te d  in  th e  f i r s t  six m o n th s , w i th  a b o u t 'A o f  t h e  re q u e s ts  o n  c o u r t  o rd e rs . The 

A t to r n e y  G e n e ra l's  O ffic e , C o lle c tio n s  &  S u p p o r t  U n it, re p re s e n ts  CSSD in c o u r t  w h e n  th e  a g e n cy  re q u e s ts  m o d if ic a t io n  

o f  a c o u r t- is s u e d  c h ild  s u p p o r t  o rd e r .  T h e  C o lle c tio n s  &  S u p p o r t S e c tio n  c u r re n t ly  p rocesses  a b o u t 700  m o d if ic a t io n  

re q u e s ts  a y e a r w i th  3 .5  a t to rn e y s . T h e  a n t ic ip a te d  in c re a se  in  m o d if ic a t io n  re q u e s ts  f ro m  7 0 0  to  5 ,0 0 0  in o n e  y e a r 

w il l  re q u ire  n o n -p e rm a n e n t p o s it io n s  o f  1 2 .5  a tto rn e y s , 2 p a ra le g a ls , and  5 s u p p o r t  p o s it io n s  to  m e e t th e  a n tic ip a te d  

in it ia l d e m a n d .
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