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SPONSORS STATEMENT for House Bill 299

“An A ct allow ing appropriations to the civil legal services fund from  court filing fees."

T h is  b il l  is  d e s ig n e d  to  h e lp  fu n d  c iv i l  le g a l s e r v ic e s  fo r  lo w - in c o m e  A la sk a n s . H o u s e  B i l l  2 9 9  
w ill  p r o v id e  a  m e c h a n is m  fo r  fu n d in g  th e A la s k a  L e g a l S e r v ic e s  C o rp o ra tio n  (A L S C ) , b y  
a llo w in g  th e  le g is la tu r e  to  ap p rop r ia te  up to  2 5  p e r c e n t o f  f i l in g  f e e s  p a id  to  th e  A la s k a  C ourt 
S y s te m  d u r in g  th e  p r e v io u s  f is c a l  y e a r  in to  th e  C iv il  L e g a l S e r v ic e s  F un d .
T h e A la s k a  L e g a l S e r v ic e s  C o rp o ra tio n  w a s  e s ta b lish e d  in  1 9 6 6  to  a d d ress  th e  c iv i l  le g a l aid  
n e e d s  o f  lo w - in c o m e  A la sk a n s . A L S C  is  n o t  a  s ta te  a g e n c y , b u t is  in s tea d  a  n o n p r o fit  ch a r ita b le  
5 0 1 ( c ) (3 )  w h o s e  fu n d in g  c o m e s  fro m  a v a r ie ty  o f  s ta te , fed er a l, an d  p r iv a te  so u r c e s . O v er  th e  la st  
se v e r a l y ea r s  A L S C  fu n d in g  h a s  d w in d le d , fro m  $ 4 .2  m il l io n  a s  o f  1 9 8 7  to  le s s  th a n  $ 3 .1  m ill io n  
a s  o f  2 0  1 0 , w h i le  it s tr u g g le s  to  s e r v e  a g r o w in g  n u m b e r  o f  p o v e r ty - le v e l  a p p lica n ts . 
A p p ro p r ia tio n s  fro m  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  th a t w e r e  o n c e  as h ig h  as $ 1 .2  m il l io n  in  F Y 8 4  are  
cu rren tly  at $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  H o u s e  B i l l  2 9 9  a im s to  co r re c t  th is  la c k  o f  fu n d in g  an d  h e lp s  en su re  c iv i l  

le g a l re p r e se n ta tio n  fo r  A la sk a 's  m o s t  n e e d y  p o p u la tio n .

E-mail Representative Steve Thompson@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Thompson@legis.state.ak.us
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F IS C A L  N O TE

Analysis

S TA T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  NO . HB 299
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

This bill would provide an additional source for the civil legal services fund established in AS 37.05.590: an amount 
from the general fund that is up to 25 percent of the filing fees received by the Alaska Court System during the 
previous fiscal year.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to Department of Law.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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FIS C A L N O TE

Analysis

The Office of Public Advocacy's enabling statute includes a provision that requires OPA to provide legal 
representation "to indigent parties in cases involving child custody in which the opposing party is represented by 
counsel provided by a public agency." AS 44.21.410(a)(4). This portion of OPA's enabling statute was the result of a 
1979 Alaska Supreme Court decision, Flores v. Flores, 589 P.2d 893 (Alaska 1979).

In Flores, the Alaska Supreme Court determined that a parent has a constitutional right to counsel in a child custody 
action where the indigent parent's opponent is represented by a "public agency." Mr. Flores, the indigent parent's 
opponent, was represented by Alaska Legal Services Corporation (ALSC) in the underlying child custody matter. The 
majority opinion in Flores identified ALSC as a public agency for purposes of triggering the state's obligation to 
provide counsel to the other parent.

The Flores court did not define "public agency" or set forth criteria for determining whether an organization is a 
public agency for these purposes. Likewise, OPA's enabling statute fails to define the term "public agency."

If the Alaska Legal Services Corporation or similar organizations receive additional public funding to represent parties 
in child custody matters, this will trigger additional obligations by the Office of Public Advocacy to provide 
representation to indigent parties in those matters. Since the agency cannot determine in how many additional 
cases it may be appointed, it cannot accurately predict the fiscal impact on the agency. Therefore, the Agency 
submits an indeterminate fiscal note.

STA TE O F A L A S K A  B IL L  NO . HB299________________
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Alaska Legal Services Corporation

Types of Cases

The types of problems A LSC  handles fall into one of the following ten areas.

Consumer 
Education 

Employment 
Family Law 

Juvenile 
Health Care 

Housing 
Public Benefits 

Individual Rights 
Miscellaneous

A LSC  does not have enough staffing to accept all the applications that come in, 
and case acceptance decisions are based on priorities set by our governing 
board.

A LSC  generally does not provide service in cases for personal injury, accidents, 
or wrongful death.

A LSC  is prohibited from handling certain types of representation: (1 ) class 
actions; (2 ) criminal defense; (3 ) representation of prisoners in any type of case;
(4 ) representation of undocumented non-citizens, with an exception if the case 
involves domestic violence or trafficking.

Consumer - bankruptcy/debtor relief, collections (repossessions, garnishments) 
contracts/warranties, collection practices/creditor harassment, predatory lending 
practices, loans/installment purchases, public utilities, unfair sales practices;

Education - discipline (including expulsion/suspension), special education/learning 
disabilities, access (including bilingual/residency/test), vocation education, student 
financial aid;

Employment - job discrimination, wage claims, earned income tax credit, taxes, 
employee rights, agricultural worker issues;

Family - adoption, custody/visitation, divorce/separation/annulment, 
guardianship/conservatorship, name change, parental rights termination, paternity, 
domestic abuse, support;

Juvenile - juvenile delinquent, neglected/abused/dependent, emancipation, minor 
guardian/conservatorship



Health - Medicaid, Medicare, Denali Kidcare, government children's health insurance 
programs, home and community based care, private health insurance, long term health 
care facilities, state and local health;

Housing - federally subsidized housing rights, homeownership/real property, 
landlord/tenant, other public housing, mobile homes, housing discrimination, mortgage 
foreclosures, mortgage predatory lending practices;

Public Benefits - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Social Security, food 
stamps, Supplementary Security Income, unemployment compensation, veterans 
benefits, state/local income maintenance;

Individual Rights - mental health, physically disabled rights, civil rights, human 
trafficking;

Miscellaneous - legal assistance to non-profit organizations/groups, Indian/tribal law, 
subsistence, Native allotments, license (auto and other), torts, advance directives, wills 
and estates, power of attorney, municipal legal needs.



Thomas Studler

'om:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Meade < NMeade@courts.state.ak.us> 
Thursday, January 26, 2012 3:25 PM 
Thomas Studler 
SB 62 - House equivalent

Hi Tom -

Our CFO got me the number that you asked for right away: in FY11, the Court System collected and deposited into the 
general fund $2,666,900 in filing fees. Your bill looks at calculating up to 25% of this, and my math says that would 
amount to $666,725.

I hope this helps. Thanks.

Nancy Meade 
General Counsel 
Alaska Court System  
Anch: 907-264-8264 
Juneau: 907-463-4736

o

o
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M e l a n i e  L e s h

Pat and Dave Purcell <dppurcel@gci.net> 
Tuesday, February 07, 2012 9:14 PM 
Rep. Carl Gatto 
Support HB299

To:
Subject:

Dear Representative Gatto,
I don't write to you very often, but I wanted to express my support of HB299. The Alaska Legal Services does 
an excellent job of service for our low income population with legal services. My youngest daughter was working 
on some issues with the father of her baby and I was able to see first hand how understanding and helpful the 
organization can be.
An estimated 88,000 Alaskans live below 125% of the poverty ceiling and this number increases yearly. For 
most of these people, access to the civil justice system is possible only with the help of a legal services attorney. 
Thanks for considering my plea for your support of HB299.

Sincerely,
Patricia Purcell 
5280 E Alder Dr 
Wasilla, Ak 99645

907-373-1777

o

o

1
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DEPT. OF HEALTH «c SOCIAL SERVICES
A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g in g

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110693 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0693 
PHONE: (907) 465-3250
FAX: (907) 465-1398

February 6, 2012

The Honorable Carl Gatto, Chair
The Honorable Steve Thompson, Vice Chair
House Judiciary Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Rooms 118 & 428
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Support for HB 299, Civil Legal Services Fund 

Dear Chair Gatto & Vice Chair Thompson:

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) is pleased to offer our support for HB 299, a bill to establish a mechanism to 
enhance funding for nonprofit organizations that provide free or reduced cost civil legal services for low-income 
individuals by allowing the Legislature to appropriate up to 25% of filing fees paid annually to the Alaska Court System. 
This bill is authored by Representative Thompson and co-sponsored by Representatives Gara, Costello, and Gruenberg.

Alaska Legal Services Corporation (ALSC) is a non-profit organization that addresses the civil legal needs of low-income 
Alaskans by providing no cost legal representation. Currently, there are approximately 88,000 Alaskans who live below 
125% of the poverty level who are eligible for these services, including Alaskan seniors.

ALSC provides no-cost or subsidized legal assistance for seniors statewide to assure that seniors, especially those at 
greatest social and economic risk, have access to the civil justice system. ALSC received 611 new applications from 
Alaska seniors requesting legal assistance in 2011. Due to insufficient funding, ALSC was forced to turn away 186 
seniors. This bill will provide a mechanism to increase funding to ALSC to provide legal assistance to help more seniors 
and other Alaskans of modest means. Examples of ways ALSC assists seniors with legal matters includes helping with 
consumer and family law by establishing Miller Trusts, guardianships, conservatorships, and wills; and assisting with 
housing issues such as resolving renter-landlord disputes, foreclosures, and reverse mortgages. Due to funding 
limitations, ALSC is able to accept about one in five individuals requesting their help.

The ACoA supports HB 299 to improve access to civil legal representation for Alaska's most needy population. Accessing 
legal information, advice, and assistance helps older Alaskans preserve financial and personal independence, maintain 
control of their finance and health care decisions, maintain appropriate family relationships, protect personal assets 
and enhance their well-being. Thank you for sponsoring this important legislation. Please feel free to contact Denise 
Daniello, ACoA's executive director, by phone (465-4879) or email (denise.daniello@ala5ka.gov) should you have 
questions or require additional information.

S in c e re ly  / /  ^ S iq c e r e ly ,  y

Sharon Howerton-Clark Denise Daniello
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director

Cc: Representative Keller
Representative Pruitt 
Representative Holmes

Representative Lynn 
Representative Gruenberg 
Representative Chenault

mailto:denise.daniello@ala5ka.gov


07/2012 12:05  FAX 9073412270 AARP ALASKA STATE OFFICE @ 001/002

PI AARP Alaska
3601 C Street 
Suite 1420
Anchorage, AK 99503

T 1-866-227-7447 
r 907-341-2270 
TTY 1-877-434-7598

www.aarp.org/ak

February 7, 2012

The Honorable Carl Gatto, Chair 
H ouse Judiciary C om m ittee 
A laska Capitol, R oom  118 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Chair Gatto:

O n b eh alf o f  the A A R P m em bers in Alaska, w e encourage you and your colleagues on the H ouse 
Judiciary C om m ittee to support HB 299, authored by your Committee V ice-Chair Steve Thom pson  
and co-sponsored b y  your Com m ittee colleague Representative Max Gruenberg as w e ll as 
Representatives L es Gara, M ia Costello, and Beth Kerttula.

HB 299 w ould  provide a m echanism  to increase fending for legal services for low er incom e  
Alaskans.

Because o f  their unique health, incom e and social needs, and because they often  depend on services 
provided b y  governm ent agencies with com plex requirements, older people m ust have access to  
com petent legal assistance. A s A laska’s population ages, the requests for landlord/tenant dispute 
resolution and other housing matters, quality health care and treatment, public benefits, fraud, and 
abuse and neglect w ill on ly  increase for Alaska’s seniors. HB'299 w ill provide additional fen ds to 
support the c iv il legal aid needs o f  low-incom e Alaskans, including m any older clients.

W e receive m any calls, as I am sure you do, from older Alaskans w ith a legal problem  or question  
w ho sim ply do not know' where to go. There is great concern about the cost o f  seek ing a private 
attorney and the ability' to refer older callers to legal services assistance is  o f  great im portance to us 
as w ell as to them. A A R P supports the good work done b y  our legal services programs and w e  
hope you w ill too.

A A RP recom m ends an "‘A  PE” vote on HB 299.

Should you have any questions about our position, p lease feel free to contact m e (586-3637) or 
Patrick Luby, Aa RP A dvocacy  Director (907-762-331.4).

HB 299 (Thom pson)— Support

HEALTH /  FINANCES /  CONNECTING /  GIVING /  ENJOYING
Jennie Chin Hansen, President
Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer

http://www.aarp.org/ak
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Thank you  for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

M arie Darlin, Coordinator 
A A R P Capital C ity Task Force 
4 1 5  W illou gh b y  A ven ue, Apt. 506  
Juneau, A X  99801  
5 8 6 -3 6 3 7  (vo ice)
4 6 3 -3580  (fax)

CC: V ice-C hair S teve Thom pson
R epresentative B ob  Lynn  
R epresentative W es Keller 
R epresentative Lance Pruitt 
Representative M ax Gruenberg 
Representative L indsey H olm es



A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

Serving A laska Communities and Families fo r  over 40 years 
Who we are:
♦ Alaska Legal Services Corporation (ALSC) is a private, non-profit law firm that provides free

c iv i l  le g a l s e r v ic e s  to  se n io r s  an d  lo w - in c o m e  A la sk a n s .

Our Mission:
♦ To provide meaningful access to justice in resolving civil legal problems for low-income

clients, thus promoting family stability and reducing the legal consequences of poverty. 
Who We Serve:

❖  A la sk a n s  b e lo w  12 5 %  o f  th e  A la sk a  p o v e r ty  c e i l in g  -  2 5 4 1  la st  y ea r  a lo n e
❖  C h ild r en  —  n e a r ly  1 /2  o f  th o se  a s s is te d  h a v e  c h ild r e n  in  th e ir  h o u s e h o ld s
❖  D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e  V ic t im s  —  o v e r  5 5 0  c a s e s  p er  y ea r
❖  S e n io r s  —  o v e r  6 0 0  p er  y e a r
❖  R u ra l r e s id e n ts  —  o v e r  4 0 %  o f  a ll  c l ie n ts  se r v e d  r e s id e d  in  rural c o m m u n it ie s
❖  V e te r a n s— p r e v e n t in g  h o m e le s s n e s s  an d  a ssu r in g  a c c e s s  to  h ea lth ca re  

Unmet Need For ALSC's services:
♦ An estimated 88,000 Alaskans live below the poverty ceiling. At present, there is only

one ALSC attorney for every 4,000 Alaskans living in poverty.
♦ In FY11, ALSC received over 3,500 inquiries and 2,858 new applications for legal help.
♦ In FY11, we turned away nearly one family for each one that we helped due to lack of

resources.
♦ Many more did not apply, knowing our resource limitations.
Providing Statewide Access To Justice With Offices In:

Strong Local Support:
♦ All of our offices enjoy local financial support. Each office sets its own case acceptance 

priorities based on local needs.
Our Services:

Anchorage Barrow Bethel Dillingham Fairbanks
Juneau Kenai Ketchikan Kotzebue Nome Palmer

Legal Advice and Counseling Court Representation Advocacy
Community Legal Clinics On-line Self-Help Pro Bono program

Types of Cases:
Domestic Violence Protection 
Wills & Healthcare Directives 
Housing Protection 
Health care Advocacy

Debtor Relief 
Employment 
Child Support

Foreclosures Family Law
Public Benefits

Probates & Estates 
Veteran's Benefits

Access to Justice fo r  A laskans in  N eed



HB 299

A m e n d i n g  t h e  C i v i l  L e g a l  S e r v i c e  F u n d

What is the Fund?
♦ The Civil Legal Services Fund was created in 2007 with widespread bipartisan 

support to help ensure civil legal representation for Alaska's most needy 
population.

♦ At the discretion of the legislature, deposits to the fund come from Alaska's 50 
percent share of civil damage awards. The Legislature is authorized to appropriate 
these funds to organizations providing civil legal services to low-income Alaskans.

Why the Fund is needed:

♦ An estimated 88,000 Alaskans live below 125% of the poverty ceiling - this number 
is increasing yearly. For most of these people, access to the civil justice system is 
possible only with the help of a legal services attorney.

♦ Alaska Legal Services (ALSC) is the only statewide comprehensive civil legal 
services provider. At present, there is only one ALSC attorney for every 4,000 
Alaskans living in poverty.

♦ The May 2000 Alaska Supreme Court Access to Civil Justice Task Force Report 
recommended that ALSC be fully funded at a minimum of 1982 levels (adjusted for 
inflation $7.5 million as of 2005). ALSC's current budget is just over $3 million. The 
Fund was among the Task Force Recommendations to help bridge this gap.

♦ State appropriations to ALSC steadily declined from a high of $1.2 million in 1984 to 
nothing by 2004. Appropriations resumed in 2008, but are far below the level 
needed to meet the demand for services. At current funding levels, ALSC turns 
away hundreds of families seeking assistance each year due to resource limitations.

How has the Fund been used?
♦ To date the fund has generated only $110,000 over a 4 year period — far less than 

needed to address the critical unmet need for civil legal assistance.

How can the Fund be more effective?
♦ Support HB 299. If passed House Bill 299 would amend AS 37.05.590 so that 25% of 

Court system filing fees would be placed into the Civil Legal Services Fund.

Access to Justice for Alaskans in Need
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o I. Executive Summary

The past five years has been marked by massive decreases in funding for 
social and legal services to low and moderate income Alaskans. This change 
corresponds to a decline in federal funding of programs assisting these 
individuals nationwide. The need for these services however has not declined. 
Indeed, it is greater than ever.

In Alaska, as in many states, the effect of these funding cuts created a 
crisis for groups charged with providing legal and social assistance to the poor 
and near-poor. The impact on Alaska Legal Services Corporation (Alaska Legal 
Services), the primary provider of civil legal services to the poor, was particularly 
profound. As various groups mobilized individually in response, it rapidly 
became apparent that a joint effort, examining the legal needs of Alaska’s low- 
and moderate-income population and recommending new ways of meeting those 
needs, would ensure the most comprehensive and effective approach to the 
problem.

This movement spurred the creation of the Equal Access to Civil Justice 
Task Force in November 1 9 97 . Its mandate was to explore the unmet legal 
needs of Alaskans and to suggest ways of meeting those needs. The Task 
Force included representatives from as many parts of the community and state 
(urban and rural) as possible, including judges, business leaders, members of 
the private bar, court officials, and legal services providers. The 
recommendations formulated by the Task Force are directed to Alaska Legal 
Services, the private bar, the court system, other legal services providers and the 
state legislature.

This report presents the Task Force’s recommendations. It is divided into 
three sections. First, a summary of the Task Force’s prioritized 
recommendations is set out. Second, a narrative section provides an overview 
of the work and history of this Task Force, the legal needs of the poor and 
Alaska’s poverty population, and outlines the history of Alaska Legal Services 
and it’s funding. The third section contains the various subcommittee findings 
and Steering Committee/Task Force approved recommendations.

This report contains a request to the Alaska Supreme Court to authorize 
the formation of an Implementation Task Force to put into place the 
recommendations set forth here.

O 2



o Summary of Recommendations

The Steering Committee approved and presented to the Task Force 
approximately 60 specific recommendations. Over the course of a two-day 
meeting, the Task Force reviewed and prioritized those recommendations. The 
following list represents only these 22  prioritized recommendations. More 
detailed explanations of these and all the other recommendations appear in the 
last section of this report with a list of the findings made by each subcommittee 
to support the recommendations. (The page cite after the prioritized 
recommendations refers to the page in the report where the more detailed 
explanation of the recommendation appears). There is no significance to the 
order of the prioritized recommendations, i.e. Recommendation A has no greater 
priority than Recommendation V.

A. The Alaska Supreme Court should establish an “Access to Civil Justice 
Implementation Task Force” to act upon and put into place the recommendations 
forwarded by this Task Force.

B. The Alaska Bar Association should develop an Alaska “Modest Means 
Program” to provide moderate-income Alaskans (those who do not qualify for 
Alaska Legal Services), access to representation by attorneys who have agreed 
to charge a reduced hourly rate for their services, [p. 2 0 ]

C. A “One-Stop Shopping” customer-oriented intake and referral service for 
low-income clients with potential legal problems should be established. The 
service would include the development of a mentoring program for volunteer 
lawyers and would provide information on alternative dispute resolution and 
other resources. All resources in this “One-Stop Shopping” service would be 
available in as many different languages and formats as possible in order to 
assist the greatest number of people. This service would be available on-line 
and by an 800  number, [p. 2 6 , 35 ]

D. By the year 2 0 0 1 , secure significant increased funding for Alaska Legal 
Services, at a minimum to 1982 levels. Even in 1 9 82 , the funding level was only 
minimally adequate funding for Alaska Legal Services. Updated to 2001 dollars 
that figure would be $5 ,00 0,00 0  that should be raised from traditional and new 
sources, [p. 2 4-25]

E. Increase rural Alaska Legal Services staff and open an Alaska Legal 
Services office with attorneys on staff in every community that maintains an 
Alaska Superior Court, [p. 2 5 ]

F. Alaska Legal Services should increase coordination with other service 
providers, particularly in rural areas where there already may be a network of 
providers or staff willing and able to establish an affiliation with Alaska Legal 
Services, [p. 25 ]
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G. Alaska Legal Services and the Alaska Bar Association should coordinate 
a request to the American Bar Association regarding law students’ externships 
outside a school’s geographical area, to permit law students to come to Alaska 
(a state with no law school), and work at Alaska Legal Services for the externship 
period, [p. 26]

H. The concept of an expanded and liberated (free of Congressional 
restrictions) Pro Bono Program should be explored.1 [p. 2 9 ]

I. A Pro Bono Asylum Project should be created to assist immigrants 
seeking political asylum in the United States. (A free continuing legal education 
class was held in March 1 9 9 9 , and is scheduled for March 2 0 00  in Anchorage for 
attorneys willing to take on a pro bono asylum case. In 1 9 9 9 , thirty attorneys out 
of 40  attending accepted cases. Follow-up meetings are being held bi-weekly to 
provide mentoring for these attorneys), [p. 2 2]

J. A Pro Bono Naturalization Program should be created to work with elderly
and disabled immigrants, [p. 2 2]

K. The Alaska Pro Bono Program should adopt administrative procedures 
that would allow for attorneys to assist other pro bono attorneys by doing 
discrete tasks such as research or motion preparation, [p. 30]

L. The Alaska Pro Bono Program should develop a mentoring program.
(This has already been implemented), [p. 2 9]

M. The Alaska Bar Foundation should continue to seek new ways of
increasing “Interest On Lawyer Trust Accounts” funding, [p. 30]

N. The Alaska Bar Association should recommend that the Alaska Supreme
Court adopt the American Bar Association’s Model Rule 6.1 an aspirational 
guideline that all attorneys should perform 50 hours of pro bono work per year, 
[p. 2 9 ]

O. The Alaska Bar Association should especially encourage public sector
attorneys to perform pro bono work. [p. 2 9]

P. The Alaska Bar Association should provide free continuing legal education
classes to pro bono attorneys in poverty law areas, with the condition that the 
attorneys would then be obligated to take a pro bono case. (This was initiated in

1 Currently, the Alaska Pro Bono Program operates under the same Congressional case 
restrictions as Alaska Legal Services. This might soon change as Alaska Legal Services has 
received oral and written confirmation from the national Legal Services Corporation approving a 
new plan for the Pro Bono Program which would in effect, sever it from Alaska Legal Services, 
and thus from the restrictions attached to the receipt of federal monies.
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2011 A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E SO L U T IO N  11-25

S U P P O R T  FO R  A L A S K A  L E G A L  SER VICES C O R PO R A T IO N

A lask a  L egal S ervices Corporation's (A L S C ’s) tw en ty  law yers serve a poverty  
p opu lation  exceed in g  8 0 ,0 0 0  A laskans, including over  2 0 ,0 0 0  N ative  Alaskans, in 
ten o ffic es  around the state; and,

A lthou gh  th e M ay 2 0 0 0 , A lask a  Suprem e Court A cc ess  to  C iv il Justice Task 
F orce R eport recom m ended  that A L SC  be funded at $5  m illio n  annually, A L SC ’s 
actual funding has rem ained at approxim ately $3 m illio n  s in ce  that time; and

That sam e report estim ated that approxim ately Zi o f  th is p opu lation  w ould  face a 
lega l n eed  at so m e p oint during any g iven  12-m onth period; and

A L S C  estim ates that it is  currently providing a ssistan ce to  on ly  10% -20%  o f  those  
n eed in g  such  assistance, w hich  figure appears to  be con sisten t w ith  estim ate o f  
20%  in  the national L egal S ervices Corporation report from  Septem ber 2005, 
“D ocu m en tin g  the Justice Gap in A m erica” ; and

T h e vast m ajority o f  A L S C ’s cases in vo lve the b asic hum an n ecessities o f  shelter, 
food , a ccess  to m ed ica l care, in com e, m aintenance, and sa fety  and stability within  
the fam ily; and,

Several reg ion al N ative  nonprofits, including Bristol B a y  N a tiv e  A ssociation, 
M an iilaq  A ssocia tion , and K aw erak h ave m ade sign ifican t financial and in-kind 
contributions over the years for the re-establishm ent o f  sm all A L S C  offices which  
had form erly had to  b e c lo sed  in  the com m unities o f  D illin gh am , N om e, and 
K otzebue; and others, includ ing the Central C ouncil o f  T lingit-H aida Indian 
Tribes o f  A lask a , the Tanana C hiefs C onference, the Inupiaq C om m unity o f  the 
A rctic S lop e , and the N o m e  E skim o C om m unity h ave otherw ise provided support 
for A L SC ; and,

T he State o f  A laska, w hich  had for several years b een  on e o f  on ly  fiv e  states 
m aking no appropriation for c iv il legal assistance to its c itizen s, did m ake an 
appropriation to A L S C  for FY  201 1 , approved b y  G overnor Parnell, in  the 
am ount o f  $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 , but it is unclear whether this w ill b e sustained  in future fiscal 
years; and,

1577 C Street, S uite 3 0 0  • anchorage, Alaska 99501 tel907.274.3611 • fax 907 .276 .7989  • www.nativefederation.org
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N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E SO L V E D  b y  the D eleg a tes  to the 2011 A nnual C onvention  o f  the
A la sk a  Federation o f  N atives, Inc., that A F N  urges G overnor Parnell to retain and 
in crease the appropriation for A L S C  in h is proposed  F Y  20 1 2  budget, and urges 
th e  A lask a  L egislature to appropriate that funding, and urges C ongress to award 
su ffic ien t funding to the federal L egal S ervices Corporation to support A laska  
L eg a l S ervices C orporation’s m iss io n  o f  provid ing free lega l services on  vital 
issu es  to lo w  in com e A laskans.
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D a te  R e fe rre d  to  C o m m itte e : J a n u a ry  27, 2012  F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  F in a l

: 2 j l O  11 2 -Date of Committee Action

The JUDICIARY Committee considered: HB !

HOUSE BILL NO. 299
"An Act allowing appropriations to the civil legal services fund from court filing fees."

HB 299-CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FU

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or -K jC S  for Hrt?>  ( < U a c
For Senate Bills with new title: [  ]  Technical Title [  ]  New Title: HCR________  [ ] Same Title ^^"New

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to ____________Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent___________Committee

List of
Abbrev
for
Depts.:
ADM
CED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
DHS
LWF
LAW
LEG
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

N E W  FISC AL N O TES
*FN# is assigned by Chief Clerk’s Office
*FN# List by Dept(s): Fiscal Indet. Zero

u A W  G vn > <
1 A W  Crin. x r

1

PREVIOUS  FISC A L N O TE S
FN# List by Dept(s): Fiscal Indet. Zer

Sign ing with recom m endations
Printed Last Name

DP DNP NR A
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Chalr: f  'd Q S X & O fo ' f ' P t f T V K .
| Chair: 1 1 1
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February 7, 2 0 1 2

T h e H on orab le C arl G atto, Chair 
H o u se  Judiciary C om m ittee  
A la sk a  C apito l, R o o m  118  
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear C hair Gatto:
H B  299 (T h om p son )— Support

O n b e h a lf  o f  th e A A R P  m em bers in  A laska, w e  encourage you  and your co llea g u es  o n  th e H ou se  
Judiciary C o m m ittee  to support H B  299 , authored b y  your C om m ittee V ice-C h a ir  S te v e  T h om p son  
and co -sp o n so red  b y  your C om m ittee co lleagu e R epresentative M ax G ruenberg as w e ll  as 
R ep resen tatives L e s  Gara, M ia  C ostello , and B eth  Kerttula.

H B  2 9 9  w o u ld  p ro v id e  a m ech an ism  to increase funding for legal serv ices fo r  lo w er  in co m e  
A lask ans.

B e ca u se  o f  their u n iq u e health , in co m e and social n eed s, and b ecau se th ey  o ften  d ep en d  o n  serv ices  
p rov id ed  b y  govern m en t a g en c ies  w ith  com p lex  requirem ents, older p eo p le  m u st h a v e  a cc ess  to 
com p eten t le g a l assistan ce. A s  A lask a 's population  ages, the requests for landlord /tenant d ispute  
reso lu tion  and o ther h o u sin g  m atters, quality health  care and treatm ent, p u b lic  b en efits , fraud, and  
abuse and n eg le c t  w ill  o n ly  in crease for A lask a 's seniors. H B '299  w ill p rovide additional funds to  
support th e  c iv il  le g a l aid n eed s o f  low -in com e A laskans, in clu d ing  m an y  o ld er c lien ts.

W e re ce iv e  m a n y  ca lls , as I am  sure you  do, from  older A laskans w ith  a lega l p rob lem  or q u estion  
w h o s im p ly  do n o t k n ow  w h ere to go. There is great concern about the cost o f  se ek in g  a private  
attorney and th e a b ility  to  refer o ld er callers to  lega l serv ices assistance is  o f  great im portan ce to u s  
as w e ll as to them . A A R P  supports the good  w ork d on e b y  our legal serv ices  program s and w e  
h op e y o u  w ill too .

A A R P  reco m m en d s an “A Y E ” v o te  on  HB 299.

S hould  y o u  h a v e  any q u estion s about our position , p lease  fee l free to contact m e (5 8 6 -3 6 3 7 )  or  
Patrick L u by, A A R P  A d v o c a cy  D irector (9 0 7 -7 6 2 -3 3 1 4 ).

HEALTH / FINANCES / CONNECTING / GIVING / ENJOYING
Jennie Chin Hansen, President
Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer

http://www.aarp.org/ak


M e l a n i e  L e s h

To: Thomas Studler
Subject: RE: HB 299, House Judiciary Committee

Thanks Tom,

From: Thomas Studler
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Melanie Lesh
Subject: FW: HB 299, House Judiciary Committee 

M elanie,

Another Letter in support for HB299 for the packet. 

Also, here is a list of testifiers on HB299 as well.

Vance Sanders-Juneau 
Michelle Sharp -  Anchorage 
Peggy Brockman -  Anchorage 
Fred Nielson -  Dillingham 
Frances Digman - Unakleet

Thanks,
Tom Jr
Thomas Studler 
Staff for Representative'STeve Thompson 
State Capitol, Room 428 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Ph: (907) 465-3004 
Fax: (907) 465-2070 
Toll free: (877) 465-3004

+ \ U  m  6 k  C a s t s

From: Rep. Steve Thompson
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 9:48 AM
To: Thomas Studler
Subject: FW: HB 299, House Judiciary Committee

From: Daniello, Denise L (HSS) fmailto:denise.daniello@alaska.aov1 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 9:43 AM
To: Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Steve Thompson; Rep. Wes Keller; Rep. Lance Pruitt; Rep. Lindsey Holmes; Rep. Bob Lynn; 
Rep. Max Gruenberg; Rep. Mike Chenault 
Cc: Sharon Howerton
Subject: HB 299, House Judiciary Committee 

Chair Gatto & Vice Chair Thompson:

1
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The Alaska Commission on Aging supports HB 299 that is scheduled to be heard in the House Judiciary Committee. 
Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Denise

Denise Daniello, Executive Director
Alaska Commission on Aging
P.O. Box 110693
Juneau, AK 99811-0693
907-465-4879 (phone) /  907-465-1398 (fax)
Denise.Daniello@alaska.gov
www.alaskaaaina.org

Healthy Aging for Alaskans

2
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

S e s s i o n :
State Capitol Building, 
R oom  4 2 8
Ju n eau , Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 -2 1 8 6  
Phone (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -3 0 0 4  
Fax : (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -2 0 7 0  
Toll F ree : (8 7 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 0 0 4

I n t e r i m :  
1292 Sadler W ay  

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701  
Phone: (9 0 7 )  4 5 2 -1 0 8 8  

F ax : (9 0 7 ) 452-1146

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  S T E V E  T H O M P S O N
D IST R IC T  IO

M E M O R A N D U M

T o: R e p r e se n ta t iv e  C arl G a tto , C hair
H o u s e  J u d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e

F rom : R e p r e se n ta t iv e  S te v e  T h o m p so n

D ate: Jan uary  2 7 ,  2 0 1 2

R e: H e a r in g  r e q u e s t  fo r  H B  2 9 9

“A n  A c t a llow ing appropriations to the civil legal services fu n d  fro m  court f il in g  fees. "

P le a se  c o n s id e r  th is  m e m o  a s  a  re q u es t  fo r  th e  H o u s e  J u d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  to  h ear H B  2 9 9 .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  d o c u m e n ts  are a tta ch ed  and w i l l  a lso  b e  p r o v id e d  v ia  em a il:

H B  2 9 9  S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t v e r s io n  A  
H B  2 9 9  v e r s io n  A  
A L S C  O v e r v ie w  
A L S C  s ta te m e n t o n  H B 2 9 9
E m a il fro m  A la s k a  C ou rt S y s te m  o n  f ilin g  f e e s  c o l le c te d  in  F Y 11
E x c e r p t  fro m  A c c e s s  to  C iv il  J u stic e  T ask  F o rc e  R ep o rt an d  R e c o m m e n d a t io n s
A F N  R e s o lu t io n  is  su p p o rt o f  H B 2 9 9

T h a n k  y o u ,

E -M a il: Representative.Steve.Thom pson@ legis.state.ak.us
Website: www.akrepublicans.org/thompson/

mailto:Representative.Steve.Thompson@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.akrepublicans.org/thompson/

