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L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M  February 9,2012

SUBJECT: Definition of "installed" in CSHB 255(JUD) 
(Work Order No. 27-LS1165\X)

TO:

FROM:

Representative Carl Gatto
Chair of the House Judiciary Committee
Attn: Melanie Lesh

Pamela F i n l e y ^ v —— 
Revisor of Statutes f  \

Enclosed is the referenced draft CS. Please note that page 3, line 19 (the definition of 
"installed") makes no sense. If the definition at page 3, lines 19 - 20 is substituted for 
"installed" in subsection (d), that subsection would read as follows:

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to devices and 
equipment equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether permanent or 
removable [INSTALLED ]in an emergency vehicle or to the viewing of 
authorized screen devices bv police, fire, or emergency medical service 
personnel if the user of the equipment or device reasonably believes the 
information on the device is necessary to respond to a health, safety, or 
criminal matter. In this subsection,

m  "emergency vehicle" means a police, fire, or emergency 
medical service vehiclei

(2) "installed" means equipment in an emergency vehicle, 
whether permanent or removable.

If the intent is to exempt all devices and equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether 
permanent or removable, it would be better to say so directly and delete "installed". If 
you want changes to the CS, please let the drafter, Doug Gardner, know. (I am writing 
this instead of him only because he is very busy at the moment.)

PF:ljw 
12-108.ljw

Enclosure

cc: Doug Gardner
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 255(JUD)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GARA, THOMAS, GATTO, PEGGY WILSON, GRUENBERG, AND 
TUCK, Costello, Gardner

"An Act relating to screen devices in motor vehicles; prohibiting the driver of a motor 

vehicle from reading or typing a text message or other nonvoice message or 

communication on a cellular telephone, computer, or personal data assistant while 

driving a motor vehicle; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to conform and clarify that 

the use of a cellular telephone, computer, personal data assistant, or any other similar means 

for texting or communicating in a manner prohibited by AS 28.35.161 has been illegal since 

AS 28.35.161 was enacted and that the December 1, 2011, magistrate's decision in State v. 

Adams, 3KN-11-719 CR, is legally incorrect.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.35.161(a) is amended to read:

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

(a) A person commits the crime of driving while texting, while

-1- CSHB 255(JUD)
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 27-LS1165\X

communicating on a computer, or while [WITH] a screen device is operating if [(1)] 

the person is driving a motor vehicle, and

(1) [; (2)] the vehicle has a television, video monitor, portable

computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual display that is in 

full view of a driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle is in motion, and [; 

AND (3)] the monitor or visual display is operating while the person is driving: or

12) the person is reading or typing a text message or other 

nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, personal data 

assistant, computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual 

display that is in the view of the driver in a normal driving position while the 

vehicle is in motion and while the person is driving.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.35.161(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person may not install or alter equipment described in £a) [(a)(2)] of this 

section that allows the images to be viewed by the driver in a normal driving position 

while the vehicle is in motion.

* Sec. 4. AS 28.35.161(c) is amended to read:

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to

(1) portable cellular telephones or personal data assistants being used 

for voice [VERBAL] communication or displaying caller identification information;

(2) equipment that is displaying only

(A) audio equipment information, functions, and controls;

(B) vehicle information or controls related to speed, fuel level, 

battery charge, and other vehicle safety or equipment information;

(C) navigation or global positioning;

(D) maps;

(E) visual information to

(i) enhance or supplement the driver's view forward, 

behind, or to the sides of the motor vehicle for the purpose of 

maneuvering the vehicle; or

(ii) allow the driver to monitor vehicle occupants seated 

behind the driver;

CSHB 255(JUD) -2-
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(F) vehicle dispatching and response information for motor 

vehicles providing emergency road service or roadside assistance;

(G) vehicle dispatching information for passenger transport or 

freight or package delivery;

(H) information for use in performing highway construction, 

maintenance, or repair or data acquisition by the Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities or a municipality; or

(I) information for use in performing utility construction, 

maintenance, repair, or data acquisition by a public utility; in this 

subparagraph, "public utility" has the meaning given in AS 42.05.990.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.35.161(d) is amended to read:

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to devices and 

equipment installed in an emergency vehicle or to the viewing of authorized screen 

devices bv police, fire, or emergency medical service personnel if the user of the 

equipment or device reasonably believes the information on the device is 

necessary to respond to a health, safety, or criminal matter. In this subsection,

m  "emergency vehicle" means a police, fire, or emergency medical 

service vehicle^

(2) "installed" means equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether 

permanent or removable.

* Sec. 6. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

-3- CSHB 255(JUD)
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A M E N D M E N T

27-LS1165VX.1
Finley/Gardner

2/9/12

n a

OFFERED IN  TH E  HO USE

TO: CSHB 255(JUD), Draft Version "X"

1 Page 3, line 13, following "vehicle":
2 I n s e r twhether removable or permanently installed."

3
4 Page 3, line 17:
5 Delete ”£1}"

6

7 Page 3, lines 18 - 20:
8 Delete "*

9 (2) ”installed” means equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether

10 permanent or removable"

L -1-
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27-LSl 165\X.2 
Finley/Gardner 

2/10/12

A M E N D M E N T  I

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  G R U E N B E R G

TO : C S H B  255 (JU D ), D ra ft V e rs ion  "X "

1 Page 3, line  13, fo llo w in g  "veh ic le ":

2 In s e r t" , whether removable or permanently installed,"

3

4 Page 3, line  17:

5 Delete "£1)M

6

7 Page 3, lines 18 - 20:

8 Delete " i

9 (2) "installed" means equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether

10 permanent or removable"

L -1-
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l l j jQ  L tV v v ^ I )
A M E N D M E N T

O FFE R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  „

TO : C S H B  255( ), D ra ft V ers ion  "D " | ,  j
Hrt5

1 Page 1, lines 6 - 1 2 :

2 Delete a ll m ateria l and insert:

3 " *  Section  1. The uncod ified  law  o f  the State o f  A laska is amended by add ing a new section

4 to  read:

5 S T A T E M E N T  OF PURPOSE. The purpose o f  th is A c t is to  con fo rm  and c la r ify  that

6 the use o f  a ce llu la r telephone, com puter, personal data assistant, or any other s im ila r means

7 fo r  te x tin g  o r com m un ica ting  in  a m anner p roh ib ited  by AS 28.35.161 has been illega l since

8 A S  28.35.161 was enacted and that the Decem ber 1, 2011, magistrate's decision in  State v.

9 Adam s, 3 K N -1 1-719 CR, is lega lly  incorrect."

L -1-
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Gardner

2/8/12

A M E N D M E N T
' 2 -

h ( V / '  )fT]

O FFE R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E

TO : C S H B  255( ), D ra ft V e rs ion  "D "

B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  G R U E N B E R G

1 Page 2, line  11, fo llo w in g  "driving":

2 Insert "or takes an affirmative act to access such data"

L -1-
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A M E N D M E N T

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  G R U E N B E R G

T O : C S H B  2 55 ( ), D ra ft Version "D"

1 Page 1, line  1:

2 Delete "and"

3

4 Page 1, line  4, fo llo w in g  "vehicle":

5 I n s e r t and providing for an effective date"

6

7 Page 3, fo llo w in g  lin e  20:

8 Insert a new  b i l l  section to read:

9 " *  Sec. 6. T h is  A c t takes e ffec t im m ed ia te ly  under A S  0 1 .10.070(c)."

L -1-
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 255(JUD)

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T W E N T Y -S E V E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  J U D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  G A R A , T H O M A S , G A T T O , P E G G Y  W IL S O N , G R U E N B E R G , AN D  
T U C K , Costello, Gardner

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to screen devices in motor vehicles; prohibiting the driver of a motor 

vehicle from reading or typing a text message or other nonvoice message or 

communication on a cellular telephone, computer, or personal data assistant while 

driving a motor vehicle; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The un co d ifie d  la w  o f  the State o f  A laska  is  amended by  adding a new  section 

to  read:

S T A T E M E N T  OF PURPOSE. The purpose o f  th is  A c t is to  con fo rm  and c la r ify  that 

the use o f  a ce llu la r telephone, com puter, personal data assistant, o r any other s im ila r means 

fo r  tex ting  o r com m un ica ting  in  a m anner p roh ib ited  by A S  28.35.161 has been illega l since 

A S  28.35.161 was enacted and that the Decem ber 1, 2011, m agistrate 's decis ion in  State v. 

Adam s, 3 K N -1 1-719 CR , is le g a lly  incorrect.

* Sec. 2. A S  28.35.161(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  person com m its  the c rim e o f  d r iv in g  while texting, while

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

-1- CSHB 255(JUD)
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 27-LS1165YX

communicating on a computer, or while [W IT H ] a screen device is operating i f  [(1 )] 

the person is d r iv in g  a m oto r veh ic le , and

(1 ) [; (2 )] the veh ic le  has a te lev is ion , v ideo  m on ito r, portable 

com puter, or any o ther s im ila r means capable o f  p ro v id in g  a v isua l d isp lay tha t is in  

fu l l  v ie w  o f  a d rive r in  a norm al d r iv in g  pos ition  w h ile  the veh ic le  is in  m o tio n, and [; 

A N D  (3 )] the m o n ito r o r v isua l d isp lay is operating w h ile  the person is d r iv in g; or

(2) the person is reading or typing a text message or other 

nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, personal data 

assistant, computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual 

display that is in the view of the driver in a normal driving position while the 

vehicle is in motion and while the person is driving.

*  Sec. 3. A S  28.35.161(b) is amended to read:

(b ) A  person m ay not in s ta ll o r a lter equipm ent described in  (a) [(a )(2 )] o f  th is 

section tha t a llow s  the images to  be v iew ed  b y  the d rive r in  a norm al d r iv in g  pos ition  

w h ile  the veh ic le  is in  m otion .

*  Sec. 4. A S  28.35.161(c) is  amended to read:

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  th is  section do no t app ly to

(1) portab le  ce llu la r telephones o r personal data assistants being used 

fo r  voice [V E R B A L ] com m un ica tion  o r d isp lay ing  ca lle r id e n tif ica tio n  in fo rm a tion ;

(2 ) equipm ent tha t is d isp lay ing  o n ly

(A )  audio equipm ent in fo rm a tio n , functions, and contro ls ;

(B ) veh ic le  in fo rm a tio n  o r contro ls  related to  speed, fue l leve l, 

ba ttery charge, and other veh ic le  safety or equ ipm ent in fo rm a tion ;

(C ) nav iga tion  o r g loba l p o s ition in g ;

(D ) maps;

(E ) v isua l in fo rm a tio n  to

( i)  enhance o r supplem ent the driver's  v ie w  fo rw ard , 

behind , o r to the sides o f  the m o to r veh ic le  fo r  the purpose o f  

m aneuvering the veh ic le ; or

( i i )  a llo w  the d rive r to  m o n ito r veh ic le  occupants seated 

beh ind  the d rive r;

CSHB 255(JUD) -2-
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(F ) veh ic le  d ispatch ing and response in fo rm a tio n  fo r  m o to r 

veh ic les p ro v id in g  em ergency road service o r roadside assistance;

(G ) veh ic le  d ispatch ing in fo rm a tio n  fo r  passenger transport o r 

fre ig h t o r package de live ry ;

(H ) in fo rm a tio n  fo r  use in  pe rfo rm ing  h ighw ay  construction , 

m aintenance, o r repair o r data acqu is ition  by  the D epartm ent o f  Transporta tion  

and P ub lic  F ac ilities  o r a m u n ic ip a lity ; o r

( I)  in fo rm a tio n  fo r use in  pe rfo rm ing  u t i l i ty  construction, 

m aintenance, repair, o r data acqu is ition  by  a p u b lic  u t i l i ty ;  in  th is 

subparagraph, "p u b lic  u t i l i ty "  has the m eaning g iven  in  A S  42.05.990.

* Sec. 5. A S  28.35.161(d) is amended to read:

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  th is  section do no t app ly to  devices and 

equipm ent ins ta lled  in  an em ergency veh ic le  or to the viewing of authorized screen 

devices by police, fire, or emergency medical service personnel if the user of the 

equipment or device reasonably believes the information on the device is 

necessary to respond to a health, safety, or criminal matter. In  th is  subsection,

m  "em ergency veh ic le " means a po lice , fire , o r em ergency m edical 

service veh ic le^

(2) ’'installed" means equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether 

permanent or removable.

* Sec. 6. T h is  A c t takes e ffec t im m ed ia te ly  under A S  01.10.070(c).

-3-
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A L A S K A  STATE LEG ISLA TU R E

R EPR ESEN TATIVE LES G A R A  
REPR ESEN TATIVE B IL L  T H O M A S

House Bill 255 
Sponsor Statement

Alaska’ s Ban on Texting, and Other Typing and Reading Words on Video Screens.

In  December o f  2011 one court ruled that A laska’ s current law, which bans looking at video 
screens and increases the crim ina l penalties fo r in juries when they are caused by that conduct, 
was not worded clearly. O ther courts have indicated they may rule s im ila rly . The ru ling  stated 
that the current law did not bar texting w hile  d riv ing  a m oving vehicle.

T h is  bi-partisan legislation reestablishes what the 2008 Legislature intended -  that typ ing  or 
reading messages on a video screen is covered by A laska law as crim ina l conduct. It is w ide ly  
recognized that texting  w h ile  d riv ing  a vehicle can k il l  or severely injure innocent people, as w ell 
as the driver. This b ill is crafted to remain consistent w ith  the existing legislation. It exempts 
certain emergency uses and mapping devices, and s im ply adds that the law  passed in 2008 
banning using video screens in a m oving vehicle also includes a ban on typ ing  or reading on a 
computer, cell phone, or other v ideo or computer screen in a m oving vehicle. The language is 
w ritten  so that s im ila r activ ities on social media sites w il l  be covered, and prohibited w h ile  
people are d riv ing  a vehicle.

The b ill recognizes that other legislators have filed  legislation on a separate subject -  ta lk ing  on 
and dia ling cell phones w h ile  d riv ing . Alaska currently has no per se ban on that activ ity . This 
b i l l  does not address that issue at a ll. It leaves the debate on that subject fo r the b ills  on that 
subject that have been filed . The b ill is sim ply aimed at c la rify ing  the law passed in 2008 so that 
a c tiv ity  such as texting  or reading texts is banned.

January-May: State Capitol • Juneau, A K  99801-1182 • (907) 465-2647 • Fax (907) 465-3518 
June-December: 716 W. 4th Avenue • Anchorage, A K  99501 • (907) 269-0106* Fax (907) 269-0109

Representati ve_Les_Gara@legis. state .ak. us
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'convicted under (d) of this section. This subsection does not apply to a lessor of a  vehicle 
if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of the lessee. A violation of this 
subsection m ay not resu lt in the loss of a driver’s license or privilege to drive and does not 

I constitute grounds for assessment of demerit points under AS 28.15.221 — 28.15.261. 
This subsection does not prohibit or lim it the prosecution of a vehicle driver for violating 
ia) or (b) of this section. (§ 1 ch 8 SLA 1986; am § 10 ch 76 SLA 1987)

R e v is o r ’s  n o t e s .  —  In  2006, in  te) o f  th is  se c tio n , challen g e . A lth o u g h  g e n e ra lly  a  p e rso n  m a y  n o t  be
•*AS 2 8 .9 0 .0 1 0 (d )” w as  s u b s t i tu te d  fo r “A S found  g u ilty  o f a n  offense u n le s s  h e  o r  sh e  a c ts  w ith  a
28.40.050(d)” to  re flec t th e  2006  r e n u m b e r in g  o f A S “c u lp ab le  m e n ta l  s ta te ,” A S 11.81.600(b)(2) p ro v id es
2S.40.050. t h a t  n o  c u lp ab le  m e n ta l  s ta te  n e e d  be  p ro v en  i f  th e

O p in io n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  T h e  1987 le g is la tu re  in te n d e d  to “d isp e n se  w ith ” su c h  a  re q u ire -
•unendm ent to  th is  se c tio n , p ro v id in g  t h a t  th e  o w n e r  m e n t, a n d  th e  le g is la tu re  so in te n d e d  h e re . J u n e  11,
or lessee  o f  a n  o ffen d in g  v eh ic le  w ill now  be  g u il ty  o f  1987, Op. A tt ’y  G en.
an in fra c tio n , w o u ld  be lik e ly  to  su rv iv e  c o n s titu t io n a l

Sec. 28.35.150. Unlawful to interfere with or destroy official traffic control device or 
highway construction; action by state for damages. [Repealed, § 25 ch 144 SLA 1977.]

Sec. 28.35.155. O peration  of v e h ic le  w ith  c e r ta in  t ir e s  p ro h ib ited , (a) It is
unlawful to operate a motor vehicle w ith studded tires or tires w ith chains attached on 
a paved highw ay or road from M ay 1 through September 15, inclusive, north of 60 North 
Latitude and from April 15 through September 30, inclusive, south of 60 North Latitude, 
except that at any latitude on a paved portion of the Sterling Highway a person m ay not 
operate a motor vehicle with studded tires or tires with chains attached from M ay 1 
through September 15, inclusive. The commissioner of public safety shall by emergency 
order provide for additional lawful operating periods based on unusual seasonal or 
weather conditions. An emergency order adopted under this section is not subject to AS
44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act). Upon application, a special individual traction 
permit may be issued by the Department of Administration allowing the operation of a 
motor vehicle with studded tires or chains a t any time at the discretion of the vehicle 
iwner. The fee for the special individual permit is one-third of the biennial registration 

fee applicable to that class of vehicle under AS 28.10.421. The department may provide 
an appropriate sticker or other device identifying the vehicle to which the permit applies.

(b) In this section, “studded tire” means a tire w ith metal studs or spikes imbedded in 
the periphery of the tire surface, and protruding not more than one-fourth inch from the 
tire surface. (§ 9 ch 241 SLA 1976; am § 29 ch 94 SLA 1980; am § 1 ch 22 SLA 1996; am 
§ 16 ch 44 SLA 1996; am E.O. No. 99 § 61 (1997))

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r  t r a n s i t io n a l  p ro v is io n s  b y §  16, ch. 44, SL A  1996, see  § 2 0 , ch. 4 4 ,1 9 9 6  in  th e
th a t r e la te  to  th e  a m e n d m e n ts  to  su b se c tio n  (a) m a d e  T em p o ra ry  a n d  S pecia l A cts.

Sec. 28.35.160. Unlawful injury to or destruction o f traffic regulations or guidance 
device. [Repealed, § 25 ch 144 SLA 1977.]

Sec . 28.35.161. D riv in g  a  m o to r v e h ic le  w ith  a  s c re en  d ev ice  o p e ra tin g ; 
u n law fu l in s ta l la t io n  of te lev is io n , m onitor, o r s im ila r  d ev ice , (a) A person 
commits the crime of driving with a  screen device operating if

(1) the person is driving a motor vehicle;
(2) the vehicle has a television, video monitor, portable computer, or any other sim ilar 

means capable of providing a v isual d isplay that is in full view of a  driver in a  normal 
driving position while the vehicle is in motion; and

(3) the monitor or visual display is operating while the person is driving.
( b) A person m ay not in sta ll or a lter equipment described in (a)(2) of this section that 

allows the im ages to be viewed by the driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle 
is in motion.

g35 * O ffe n s e s  and A c c id e n ts  § 2 8 .3 5 .1 6 1



§ 28.35.170 M o to r  V e h ic l e s 636
(c) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to
(1) portable cellu lar telephones or personal data assistan ts being used for verba] 

communication or displaying caller identification information;
(2) equipment that is displaying only
(A) audio equipment information, functions, and controls;
(B )  vehicle information or controls related to speed, fuel level, battery charge, and 

other vehicle safety or equipment information;
(C) navigation or global positioning;
(D) maps;
(E) v isual information to
(i) enhance or supplement the driver’s view forward, behind, or to the sides of the 

motor vehicle for the purpose of maneuvering the vehicle; or
(ii) allow the driver to monitor vehicle occupants seated behind the driver;
(F) vehicle dispatching and response information for motor vehicles providing emer­

gency road service or roadside assistance;
(G) vehicle dispatching information for passenger transport or freight or package 

delivery;
(H) information for use in performing highway construction, maintenance, or repair or 

data acquisition by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities or a 
m unicipality; or

(I) information for use in performing u tility  construction, maintenance, repair, or data 
acquisition by a public u tility ; in this subparagraph, “public u tility” has the meaning 
given in  AS 42.05.990.

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to devices and equipment 
installed in an emergency vehicle. In this subsection, “emergency vehicle” means a police, 
fire, or emergency medical service vehicle.

(e) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under (b) of this section that the 
equipment installed or altered includes a device that, when the motor vehicle is being 
driven, disables the equipment for all uses except those described in (c) of this section.

(f) A person who violates (a) of this section is  gu ilty of
(1) a  class A misdemeanor, unless any of the circumstances described in (2) — (4) ol 

this subsection apply;
(2) a class C felony if the person’s driving causes physical in jury to another person,
(3) a  class B  felony if the person’s driving causes serious physical injury to another 

person;
(4) a class A felony if the person’s driving causes the death of another person. *
(g) A person who violates (b) of this section is gu ilty of a class A misdemeanor. (§

99 SLA 2008; am § 1 ch 42 SLA 2009)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  2009  a m e n d m e n t, E f f e c t iv e  d a t e s .  —  S ection  3, ch. 99, 
effec tive  S e p te m b e r  18, 2009, ad d e d  (c)(2)(I), a n d  m a k e s  th i s  se c tio n  effective S ep tem b er 1, 2008. . , .  ̂
m a d e  r e la te d  s ty lis tic  ch an g es .

Sec. 28.35.170. Operation with more than three persons in driver’s seat. [Repeâ '
§ 20 ch 241 SLA 1976.]

Sec . 28.35.175. P ro p an e  g a s  d e tec to r  r e q u ire d . A person m ay not sell
tional motor vehicle manufactured after 1990 or rent a  recreational motor y 
another if  the vehicle is equipped with a propane stove or propane heating deyK® 
the vehicle is also equipped with a propane gas detector. (§ 1 ch 110 SLA 1 ™

Sec. 28.35.180. D isobed ience to s ig n a ls  of o fficer re g u la t in g  tra ffic
A driver of a vehicle m ay not refuse to obey a lawful order or direction of a P68^ ^ .  of 
firefighter, or authorized flagman regulating and directing traffic. A peace ,

J
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 255( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  G A R A , TH O M AS, G A T T O , P E G G Y  W ILSO N , G R U E N B E R G , AND 
T U C K , Costello, Gardner

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to screen devices in motor vehicles; and prohibiting the driver of a 

motor vehicle from reading or typing a text message or other nonvoice message or 

communication on a cellular telephone, computer, or personal data assistant while 

driving a motor vehicle."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 
o read:

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is expressly to provide that the 
ise of a cellular telephone, computer, personal data assistant, or any other similar means for 
exting or communicating in a manner proscribed by AS 28.35.161 is prohibited. It is the 
ipinion of the legislature that the use of these devices in a manner proscribed by 
t.S 28.35.161 is currently illegal in the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.35.161(a) is amended to read:
(a) A person commits the crime of driving while texting. while

-1-
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communicating on a computer, or while [WITH] a screen device is operating i f  [ ( ! ) ]  

the person is d riv ing  a m otor veh ic le, and

(1) [; (2)] the vehicle has a television, video m onitor, portable 

computer, or any other s im ila r means capable o f  p rov id ing  a visual display that is in 

fu ll v iew  o f  a d rive r in  a normal d riv ing  position w h ile  the vehicle is in  m otion, and [; 

A N D  (3)] the m on ito r or visual display is operating w h ile  the person is d r iv in g; or

(2) the person is reading or typing a text message or other 

nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, personal data 

assistant, computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual 

display that is in the view of the driver in a normal driving position while the 

vehicle is in motion and while the person is driving.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.35.161(b) is amended to read:

(b) A  person may not insta ll o r alter equipment described in  (a) [(a)(2)] o f  this 

section that allows the images to be viewed by the d rive r in  a normal d riv ing  position 

w hile  the vehicle is in  motion.

* Sec. 4. AS 28.35.161(c) is amended to read:

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  th is section do not apply to

(1) portable cellu lar telephones or personal data assistants being used 

for voice [V E R B A L ] com m unication or d isplaying caller identifica tion  inform ation;

(2) equipment that is d isplaying on ly

(A ) audio equipment in form ation, functions, and controls;

(B ) vehicle in form ation or controls related to speed, fuel level, 

battery charge, and other vehicle safety or equipment in form ation;

(C ) navigation or global position ing;

(D ) maps;

(E) visual in form ation to

( i)  enhance or supplement the driver's v iew  forward, 

behind, or to the sides o f  the m otor vehicle fo r the purpose o f  

maneuvering the vehicle; or

( i i)  a llow  the driver to m on ito r vehicle occupants seated 

behind the driver;

255( ) -2-
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(F) vehicle dispatching and response in form ation  fo r m otor 

vehicles provid ing  emergency road service or roadside assistance;

(G ) vehicle dispatching inform ation fo r passenger transport or 

fre ight or package delivery;

(H ) in form ation fo r use in  perform ing highway construction, 

maintenance, or repair o r data acquisition by the Department o f  Transportation 

and Public Facilities o r a m unic ipa lity ; or

(I) in form ation fo r use in  perform ing u tility  construction, 

maintenance, repair, or data acquisition by a public u tility ; in  this 

subparagraph, "public u t il ity "  has the meaning given in  AS 42.05.990.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.35.161(d) is amended to read:

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  this section do not apply to devices and 

equipment installed in  an emergency vehicle or to the viewing of authorized screen 

devices bv police, fire, or emergency medical service personnel if the user of the 

equipment or device reasonably believes the information on the device is 

necessary to respond to a health, safety, or criminal matter. In  this subsection,

m  "emergency vehicle" means a police, fire , o r emergency medical 

service veh ic le ! j

(2) "installed*1 means equipment in an emergency vehicle, whether 

permanent or removable.

-3-
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L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M January 17, 2012

SUBJECT Sectional Analysis of HB 255 (Work Order No. 27-LS1165\I)

TO: Representative Les Gara 
Attn: Rose Foley

FROM:

You have requested a sectional summary of HB 255. As a preliminary matter, note that a 
sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative interpretation of the 
bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. If you would like an 
interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of circumstances, please 
advise.

Section 1. Section one of the bill amends the uncodified law of Alaska by adding a 
new section providing for a statement of purpose by the legislature regarding die bill. In 
essence, the statement of purpose reflects that while the legislature is of the opinion that 
AS 28.35.161 currently prohibits the use of a cellular telephone, computer, personal data 
assistant or any other similar means for texting or communicating while driving a motor 
vehicle, that the purpose of the bill is to further clarify that use of these types of devices 
in the manner currently provided by AS 28.35.161, is prohibited conduct.

Section 2. Section two of the bill adds the phrase "while texting, while 
communicating on a computer" to AS 28.35.162(a) to clarify that texting or 
communicating on a computer is included as prohibited conduct by the existing language 
of the bill." Section two of the bill also splits the offense into two prosecution theories of 
prohibited conduct. The first theory utilizes the existing language of the statute regarding 
the prohibited conduct o f driving a motor vehicle while the vehicle has a television, video 
monitor, portable computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual 
display that is in full view of the driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle is 
in motion and the monitor or visual display is operating while the person is driving. The 
second prosecution theory added by the bill by adding a new subsection (a)(2) to 
AS 28.35.161, prohibits the conduct of driving a motor vehicle while the person is 
reading or typing a text message or other nonvoice communication on a cellular 
telephone, personal data assistant, computer or any other similar means capable of 
providing a visual display that is in view of the driver in a normal driving position while 
the vehicle is in motion and the person is driving.



Representative Les Gara
January 17,2012
Page 2

Section 3. Section three amends the existing language of AS 28.35.161(b) to make
the existing language of this subparagraph, which restricts installation of equipment set 
out in either AS 28.35.161(a)(1) or 28.38.161(aX2), consistent with the additional 
language added by section two of the bill.

Section 4. This section of the bill replaces the existing use of the term "verbal" with
"voice," to clarify that this bill continues, as AS 28.35.161 does at present, to allow the 
conduct of for example "voice" communication on a cellular telephone or other device, as 
distinguished from the existing prohibited conduct as clarified by section two of the bill, 
which includes texting, typing a text message or reading a text message, watching 
television etc., while driving.

DDG:plm
12-026.plm



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) HB255-DOA-OPA-1-20-2012
Title Prohibit Dialing or Texting While Driving

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date

_ Dept. Affected  
Appropriation 
Allocation

HB255

Administration

S p o n so r  entatives Gara, Thom as, Gatto, P.W ilson, Gruenberg, Tuck (
R eq u ester   H ouse Transportation_____________

Legal and Advocacy Services  
Office of Public Advocacy

Expenditures/Revenues

 _OMB Com ponent Number

(Thousands of Dollars)_____

43

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

R equested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
R equest

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
P erson a l Services 
T  ravel 
S erv ices  
C om m odities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SO U RCE (T housands of Dollars)
100 2 Federal R eceipts
1 0 0 3 G F Match
100 4 GF
100 5 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1 037 GF/MH (UGF)
117 8 tem p code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEM ENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)
Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by Richard Allen, Director______________________________________________________ Phone 907-269-3504_________
Division Office of Public A dvocacy__________________________________________________  Date/Time 01 /20/2012 11:45 a.m~

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner_____________________________  Date 1/20/2012
Department of Administration__________________________________

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB255
2012 LEG ISLA TIVE SESSION

This bill p ro h ib its  th e  driver o f  a m o to r  v e h ic le  from  rea d in g  or ty p in g  a te x t  m e s s a g e  o r  o th e r  n o n v o ic e  m e s s a g e  or  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  o n  a ce llu la r  t e le p h o n e ,  c o m p u te r , or  p er so n a l d a ta  a ss is ta n t  w h ile  driving a m o to r  v e h ic le .

T h e a g e n c y  is n o t  a n tic ip a tin g  a s ig n if ic a n t  im p a c t  to  t h e  cu rren t c a s e  load  or fisca l c o s t  in crea se  w ith  t h e  p a ssa g e  o f  

th e  le g is la t io n . H o w e v e r , t h e  O ffice  o f  P ublic A d v o ca cy  w ill m o n ito r  fo r  a fu tu r e  p o te n t ia l fisca l im p a c t. T h e r e fo r e , 

a t th is  t im e , t h e  A g en cy  su b m its  a z e r o  im p a c t  fisca l n o te .

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) HB255-DOA-PDA-1-23-12

STATE OF ALASKA cost * codes
2012 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Title Prohibit Dialing or Texting While Driving

Sponsor
R equester

R epresentatives Gara, Thomas, Gatto, P. Wilson 
______________ H ouse Transportation______________

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

HB255

Dept. Affected Administration 
Appropriation 
Allocation

Legal and Advocacy S ervices
Public Defender Agency

OMB Com ponent Number 1631

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: A m ounts do not include inflation u n less otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
R equest

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services  
T ravel 
S erv ices  
Com m odities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING **** **** **** **** **** **** ****

FUND SO URCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 tem p code (UGF)

TOTAL **** **** **** **** **** **** ****

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEM ENTAL (FY12) operating costs   (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs   (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by Quinlan Steiner, Public Defender___________________________________________  Phone 907 334-4414
Division Public D efender A gency____________________________________________________  Date/Time 1/20/12 3:05 PM

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner_____________________________  Date 1/23/2012
Department of Administration__________________________________

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB255
2012 LEG ISLA TIVE SESSION

This bill amends AS 28.35.161(a) by adding language that specifically prohibits texting or the use of a cellular phone, 
data assistant, computer or other device for non-voice communication while operating a motor vehicle, unless 
specifically authorized under this statute. This crime carries a range of penalties from a class A misdemeanor to a 
class A felony. Under this statute persons convicted of texting while driving face potential penalties of up to one 
year o f imprisonment for a class A misdemeanor, up to five years of imprisonment for a class C felony, up to 10 
years o f imprisonment for a class B felony and up to 20years of imprisonment for a class A felony.

The Department of Law presently views the conduct addressed by this bill to be prohibited under the current 
statute. Accordingly, District Attorneys in various communities have brought charges for texting while driving. 
Judicial officers across the state, however, are split on whether texting and driving is prohibited by the current 
statute. In some communities where judicial officers have concluded that texting and driving is not covered by the 
current statute, District Attorneys are no longer pursuing charges for texting and driving.

Specifically prohibiting texting and driving will result in the prosecution of cases that are not currently prosecuted by 
theJ3epartment of Law. Additionally, the increased prosecution and awareness is expected to increase enforcement" 
across the state. I he Public Defender Agency cannot reliably predict how many additional cases will be prosecuted 
and require public counsel, however. The Agency anticipates that increased prosecution and enforcement will result 
in a fiscal impact on the Agency. The Agency, therefore, submits an indeterminate fiscal note. "

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) HB255-DO C-O C-01-2Q -12

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Title "An A ct prohibiting the driver of a motor vehicle from

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

HB 255

D O C
Admin & Support

Commissioner's Office
Sponsor
Requester

Gara, Thom as, Gatto, P.W ilson, Gruenberg. Tuck 
________ House Transportation Committee________ OM B Component Number 694

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

F Y1 3  
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 G F/Prgm  (D G F)
1037 GF/MH (U G F)
1178 temp code (U G F)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEM ENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)

0 .0  (separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

Leslie Houston, Director Phone 907-465-3339
Dept of Corrections - Administrative Services

Josep h  D. Schmidt, Com m issioner

Date/Time 01/20/12 2:45pm 

Date 1/20/2012
Dept of Corrections

(Revised 11/18/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 3



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

This le g is la t io n  h a s  litt le  to  n o  fiscal im p a c t o n  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C orrectio n s .

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 255
2012 LEG ISLA TIVE SESSION

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 3



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) H B255-ACS-TRC-01-20-12
Title Prohibit Dialing or Texting While Driving

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected  
[Appropriation 

Allocation

HB 255

Alaska Court System
Trial Courts

Sponsor
R equester

Representative Gara

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Com ponent Number

(Thousands of Dollars)_____

768

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

R equested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
R equest

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
S en /ices
Com m odities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 tem p code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEM ENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

Doug Wooliver, Deputy Administrative Director
Alaska Court System

Alaska Court System

Phone 907-463-4750

Doug Wooliver for Christine Johnson, Administrative Director

Date/Time 1-20-12 @  11:30 am 

Date 1/20/2012

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

STATE O F ALASKA BILL NO. HB 255
2012 LEG ISLA TIVE SESSION

House Bill 255 amends AS 28.35.161(a) and other statutes to specifically ban texting while driving and communicating 
on a computer while driving. Because the current law banning driving with a screen device operating has generally be 
interpreted to include by inference a ban on the behaviors specifically banned in HB 255, the court system does not 
anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of this bill.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2



ANCHORAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Headquarters 
100 East 4th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone (907) 267-4936 / Fax (907) 267-4977

Dan Sullivan  
Mayor

Mark S. Hall 
Fire Chief

Representative Les Gara 
State Capital Bldg. Room 500 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Ref: Amendment HB255

Representative Gara,

The Anchorage Fire Department fully supports AS 28.35.161, which makes the use of electronic 
devices unlawful by the operator of a motor vehicle, and the amendments as proposed in HB 
255. Specifically, the provision to permit the use of electronic equipment by emergency 
personnel when needed as part of emergency response is sufficient to continue safe and 
effective operations by the fire department. Further, the Anchorage Fire Department agrees that 
operators of emergency apparatus should be restricted to only information that is applicable to 
the emergency response and no other exclusions should be permitted. The amendments as 
proposed allowing emergency providers to view necessary information on a wireless screen while 
driving, but not type back to the sender will provide the ability for the Anchorage Fire Department 
to continue providing the best possible emergency response using the latest technology, while 
also reducing risk to the operators of emergency apparatus and other drivers on the roadway.

Mark S. Hall 
Fire Chief
Municipality Of Anchorage
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MICHAEL L. LESSMEIER 
GREGORY W. LESSMEIER* 
SHELDON E. WINTERS 
*OF COUNSEL

8 3 9 0  A ir p o r t  B o u l e v a r d  
S u it e  1 0 4  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

TELEPHONE: (907) 796-4999 
FACSIMILE: (907) 796-4998 

e-mail: kv ©gd.net

February 7, 2012

The Honorable Les Gara 
Alaska House o f Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 500 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: State Farm Support for HB 255

Dear Representative Gara:

State Farm, the largest insurer o f autos in Alaska, strongly supports HB 255, which 
prohibits drivers from reading or typing a text message or other non-voice message on cell 
phones, computers or personal data assistants. The bill clarifies this conduct is illegal in 
Alaska and provides for stiff penalties as a deterrent. Statistics establish without a doubt this 
bill will immediately begin to reduce accidents, reduce property damage, help to keep 
insurance costs down and most importantly save lives.

Please include this letter o f  support in your bill file and in all committee hearings. 
If w e can provide you any further information or assistance, please let me know.

Sheldon E. Winters
Lobbyist for State Farm Insurance Companies
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convicted under (d) of this section. This subsection does not apply to a lessor of a vehicle 
if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of the lessee. A violation of this 
subsection m ay not result in the loss of a  driver’s license or privilege to drive and does not 
constitute grounds for assessment of demerit points under AS 28.15.221 — 28.15.261. 
This subsection does not prohibit or lim it the prosecution of a vehicle driver for violating 
ia') or (b) of this section. (§ 1 ch 8 SLA 1986; am § 10 ch 76 SLA 1987)

R e v is o r ’s  n o t e s .  — In  2006, in  (e) o f  th is  se c tio n , ch a llen g e . A lth o u g h  g e n e ra lly  a  p e rso n  m ay  n o t be
■■.\S 2 8 .9 0 .0 1 0 (d )” w as  s u b s t i tu te d  fo r “A S found  g u il ty  o f a n  o ffense u n le s s  h e  o r  sh e  a c ts  w ith  a
28.40.050( d )” to  re flec t th e  2006  r e n u m b e r in g  o f  A S “c u lp ab le  m e n ta l  s ta te .” A S 11.81.600(b)(2) p ro v id es
28.40.050. t h a t  no  c u lp a b le  m e n ta l  s t a te  n e e d  be  p ro v en  i f  th e

O p in io n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  T h e  1987 le g is la tu re  in te n d e d  to “d isp e n se  w ith ” su c h  a  re q u ire -
am en d m en t to  th is  sec tio n , p ro v id in g  t h a t  th e  o w n e r  m e n t, a n d  th e  le g is la tu re  so in te n d e d  h e re . J u n e  11,
or lessee  o f  a n  o ffen d in g  v eh ic le  w ill now  be  g u il ty  o f  1987, Op. A tt’y  G en.
on in frac tio n , w o u ld  be lik e ly  to  su rv iv e  c o n s titu t io n a l

Sec. 28.35.150. Unlawful to interfere with or destroy official traffic control device or 
highway construction; action by state for damages. [Repealed, § 25 ch 144 SLA 1977.]

Sec. 28.35.155. O peration  of v e h ic le  w ith  c e r ta in  t ir e s  p ro h ib ited , (a) It is
unlawful to operate a motor vehicle w ith studded tires or tires with chains attached on 
a paved highw ay or road from M ay 1 through September 15, inclusive, north of 60 North 
Latitude and from April 15 through September 30, inclusive, south of 60 North Latitude, 
except that at any latitude on a paved portion of the Sterling Highway a person m ay not 
operate a  motor vehicle with studded tires or tires with chains attached from M ay 1 
through September 15, inclusive. The commissioner of public safety shall by emergency 
order provide for additional lawful operating periods based on unusual seasonal or 
weather conditions. An emergency order adopted under this section is not subject to AS
44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act). Upon application, a special individual traction 
permit m ay be issued by the Department of Administration allowing the operation of a 
motor vehicle with studded tires or chains at any time at the discretion of the vehicle 
owner. The fee for the special individual permit is one-third of the biennial registration 
fee applicable to that class of vehicle under AS 28.10.421. The department m ay provide 
an appropriate sticker or other device identifying the vehicle to which the permit applies.

(b) In th is section, “studded tire” means a tire w ith metal studs or spikes imbedded in 
the periphery of the tire surface, and protruding not more than one-fourth inch from the 
tire surface. (§ 9 ch 241 SLA 1976; am § 29 ch 94 SLA 1980; am § 1 ch 22 SLA 1996; am 
§ 16 ch 44 SLA 1996; am E.O. No. 99 § 61 (1997))

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r t r a n s i t io n a l  p ro v is io n s  b y §  16, ch . 44, SLA  1996, se e  § 20, ch. 44, 1996 in  th e  
th a t r e la te  to  th e  a m e n d m e n ts  to su b se c tio n  (a) m a d e  T em p o ra ry  a n d  S p ec ia l A cts.

Sec. 28.35.160. Unlawful injury to or destruction o f traffic regulations or guidance 
device. [Repealed, § 25 ch 144 SLA 1977.]

Sec . 28.35.161. D riv in g  a  m oto r v e h ic le  w ith  a  s c re en  d ev ice  o p e ra tin g ; 
u n law fu l in s ta lla t io n  of te lev is io n , m onitor, o r s im ila r  d ev ice , (a) A person
commits the crime of driving with a  screen device operating if

(1) the person is driving a motor vehicle;
(2) the vehicle has a television, video monitor, portable computer, or any other sim ilar 

means capable of providing a v isual d isp lay that is in full view of a  driver in a  normal 
driving position while the vehicle is in motion; and

(3) the monitor or visual d isplay is operating while the person is driving.
(b) A person m ay not in sta ll or a lter equipment described in (a)(2) of this section that 

allows the im ages to be viewed by the driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle 
is in motion.

- gg5 O f f e n s e s  a n d  A c c id e n t s  § 2 8 .3 5 .1 6 1



§ 28.35.170 M o to r  V e h ic l e s 636
(c) Subsections (a) and (b) of th is section do not apply to
(1) portable cellular telephones or personal data assistants being used for verbal 

communication or displaying caller identification information;
(2) equipment that is displaying only
(A) audio equipment information, functions, and controls;
(B) vehicle information or controls related to speed, fuel level, battery charge, and 

other vehicle safety or equipment information;
(C) navigation or global positioning;
(D) maps;
(E) visual information to
(i) enhance or supplement the driver’s view forward, behind, or to the sides of the 

motor vehicle for the purpose of maneuvering the vehicle; or
(ii) allow the driver to monitor vehicle occupants seated behind the driver;
(F) vehicle dispatching and response information for motor vehicles providing emer­

gency road service or roadside assistance;
(G) vehicle dispatching information for passenger transport or freight or package 

delivery;
(H) information for use in performing highway construction, maintenance, or repair or 

data acquisition by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities or a 
m unicipality; or

(I) information for use in performing u tility  construction, maintenance, repair, or data 
acquisition by a public u tility ; in this subparagraph, “public u tility” has the meaning 
given in AS 42.05.990.

(d) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to devices and equipment 
installed in an emergency vehicle. In this subsection, “emergency vehicle” means a police, 
fire, or emergency medical service vehicle.

(e) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under (b) of this section that the 
equipment installed or altered includes a device that, when the motor vehicle is being 
driven, disables the equipment for a ll uses except those described in (c) of this section.

(f) A person who violates (a) of this section is gu ilty  of
(1) a class A misdemeanor, unless any of the circumstances described in (2) — (4) of *s 

this subsection apply;
(2) a class C felony if  the person’s driving causes physical in jury to another person.
(3) a class B felony if  the person’s driving causes serious physical injury to anotne

person;
(4) a class A felony if  the person’s driving causes the death of another person. . a
(g) A  person who violates (b) o f th is  section is g u ilty  o f a class A  misdemeanor. (§ 4

99 SLA 2008; am § 1 ch 42 SLA 2009)

E ffect o f  am en d m en ts . — The 2009 amendm ent, E ffec tiv e  d a te s . — Section 3, ch. 99, 
effective September 18, 2009, added (c)(2)(I), and m akes this section effective September 1, 2WO- 
made related stylistic changes.

Sec. 28.35.170. Operation with more than three persons in driver’s seat.
§ 20 ch 241 SLA 1976.]

11 a reef®*’ ]Sec . 28.35.175. P ro p an e  g a s  d e tec to r  r e q u ire d . A person m ay not sell ^  w J
tional motor vehicle manufactured after 1990 or rent a recreational motor ve 
another if  the vehicle is equipped with a  propane stove or propane heating device 1H| 
the vehicle is also equipped with a propane gas detector. (§ 1 ch 110 SLA 19

Sec . 28.35.180. D isobed ience to s ig n a ls  of o fficer r e g u la t in g  traffic  P ^^ Jgcer,
A driver of a vehicle m ay not refuse to obey a lawful order or direction of a  Pea or
firefighter, or authorized flagman regulating and directing traffic. A peace



Texting while driving: Legislature should clear up ambiguous law

Texting while driving: Legislature should clear up
ambiguous law___________________________________
12.27.11 - 11:50 pm 
Editorial

Texting w h ile  d riv ing  is foolish.

I t ’ s dangerous.

It shows w il l fu l disregard fo r the safety o f others.

A laska ’s legislators and Gov. Sean Pamell apparently agreed on all o f  that when 
they approved a b il l in 2008 outlaw ing texting w h ile  driv ing . A t least, that’ s what 
they thought they were doing.

It turns out the law, according to a couple o f  judges, doesn’ t actually use the 
words “ texting w h ile  d riv ing .”  That led a Kenai judge to dismiss a case brought 
against a 21-year-old drive r who had been charged under the law. And a judge in 
Fairbanks has advised magistrates to not accept cases brought under the law 
because o f some am biguity.

No one can possibly argue that texting while d riv ing  should be a permissible 
practice.

The fastest way to clear this up is fo r the Legislature to qu ick ly  approve clear 
language during its next session, w hich opens in January. The state is appealing 
the decision o f  the Kenai judge, but the ju d ic ia l process can consume quite a b it 
o f tim e before an issue is resolved. The Legislature can act quicker.

A nd it should.

The U.S. Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention found in a 2010 study that 9 
percent o f  U.S. drivers reported they “ regularly”  or “ fa ir ly  often”  text or email 
w h ile  driv ing. The agency also noted “ Texting w h ile  d riv ing  is especially 
dangerous because it  combines visual, manual and cognitive distractions.”

The Legislature has already had the debate on this topic. There’ s no need to 
rehash the issue.

W hat is needed is a qu ick f ix  and some clear language so we can reduce the 
prevalence o f  texting w h ile  driv ing .

©  newsm iner.com 2011
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Driver 
inattention 

causes nearly 
80 percent o f  

vehicle crashes.

Only 20 states 
collect cell 
phone use 

information at 
crash scenes.

No state 
completely bans 

phone use for all 
drivers.

Addressing Distracted Driving
By Melissa Savage

\Qne trillioiytext messages were sent last year, according to the International Association for the 
Wireless Telecommunications Industry. That’s up about 20 billion over the last three years. Many 
of these text messages were sent by drivers.

Tracking the problem can be difficult. Only 25 states collect cell phone use information at crash 
scenes. The National Occupant Protection Use Survey, conducted at randomly selected intersec­
tions by the U.S. Department of Transportation, found that 1 percent of observed drivers were ma­
nipulating a hand-held device, and 6 percent of observed drivers were using hand-held cell phones.

Studies using cameras and other tracking devices in personal vehicles found that drivers who send 
and receive text messages while driving had more than 20 times the risk of a crash or near crash 
than a driver who was not using a phone. Drivers who text messaged while driving took their eyes 
off the road for an average of 4.6 seconds during a 6-second interval; this equates to traveling the 
length of a football field at 55 mph without looking at the road. Talking on a cell phone while 
driving slightly increased the risk of a crash or near crash, but not to the same degree as text mes­
saging.

S t a ie  State distracted driving laws frequently are mislabeled as prohibitions on cell phones in 
A ction  the car. In fact, no state completely bans all phones for all drivers. Instead, state leg­
islation usually addresses a range of issues, including particular wireless technologies and specific
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Texting While Driving ProhibitionsAccording to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, nearly 80 
percent of vehicle crashes 
and 65 percent of near­
crashes involve some form 
of driver inattention, of- 
ten caused by tending to 
children in the back seat,
talking with other passen­
gers, or events happening 
outside the car. Talking 
on a cell phone and tex­
ting while driving have 
recently gained attention 
and have been the target of state legislation.

Source: NCSL, 2009.

□
□
□

No texting ban
Texting ban for novice drivers 
Texting ban for all drivers 
Texting ban for all drivers passed  in 2009
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drivers. California, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Oregon, Washington and the District 
of Columbia prohibit all drivers from using hand-held phones. Other states have targeted only 
school bus drivers and teens. In 17 states and the District of Columbia, school bus drivers can­
not use a cell phone while operating a bus; in 21 states and the District of Columbia, new drivers 
cannot use a cell phone while driving.

Since 2000, legislatures in every state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have considered 
bills related to distracted driving or, more specifically, to driver cell phone use. In 2009, legisla­
tors in 46 states considered 198 driver distraction bills. Maine’s 2009 distracted driving law cov­
ers all types of distraction, not just cell phone use. The law defines “operation of a motor vehicle 
while distracted” as non-vehicle-operation activity by drivers; if they cannot safely operate the 
vehicle, they are violating the law.

The most common driver distraction measure—prohibiting texting while driving—was debated 
in 27 legislatures in 2009. As of September, 18 states and the District of Columbia outlaw text 
messaging while driving for all drivers. Eleven of those states passed laws in 2009.

F ed era l U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood convened a September 2009 summit to 
A ction  address the dangers of text messaging and other distractions behind the wheel. The 
summit, organized by the U.S. Department ofTransportation's Research and Innovative Tech­
nology Administration, convened senior transportation officials; elected officials, including state 
legislators; safety advocates; law enforcement personnel; and academics to discuss how to combat 
distracted driving.

President Obama recently released Executive Order 13513, which prohibits federal employees 
from text messaging while driving vehicles owned, leased or rented by the federal government 
or privately owned vehicles on official government business. The order also prohibits federal 
employees from using federal government-supplied electronic equipment while driving. The 
Department ofTransportation will propose three separate rulemakings to: 1) ban the use of cell 
phones and other electronic devices by rail operators; 2) restrict cell phone use and ban text mes­
saging by truck and interstate bus operators; and 3) revoke the commercial driver’s licenses of 
school bus drivers convicted of texting while driving.

Congress also is considering a federal ban on texting while driving. Legislation introduced in 
both the U.S. House and Senate (H.R. 3535, S. 1536) would authorize withholding 25 percent 
of a state's highway funds if it fails to enact a law by a certain date to prohibit text messaging 
while driving. If passed, the federal legislation—Avoiding Life-Endangering and Reckless Tex­
ting by Drivers Act” (ALERT Drivers Act)—could authorize withholding a possible total of $4.4 
billion from the states and the District of Columbia, based on 2009 apportionments.

A second bill (S. 1938) introduced in the U.S. Senate would create a new grant program to en­
courage states to enact legislation that bans texting while driving, requires drivers using a cell 
phone to use a hands-free device, and prohibits drivers under age 18 from using any cell phone 
while driving. The grant program would be funded by redirecting unused surpluses from the ex­
isting federal grant program to states for encouraging enactment of a primary seat belt law.
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Every state has 
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related to dis­
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driving.
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STATES HAND-HELD
BAN

ALL CELL PHONE BAN TEXTING BAN ENFORCEMENT CRASH DATA 
COLLECTION

Alabama No Drivers age 16 and 17 
who have held an 
intermediate license for 
less than 6 months.

No Not applicable

Alaska No No All drivers Primary Yes

Arizona No School bus drivers No Primary

Arkansas No School bus drivers, drivers 
younger than 18

All drivers Primary for texting by all 
drivers and cell phone 
use by school bus 
drivers; secondary 
for cell phone use by 
young drivers

Yes

California All drivers School and transit bus 
drivers and drivers 
younger than 18

All drivers Primary Yes

Colorado No Drivers younger than 18 All drivers Primary Yes

Connecticut All drivers Learner's permit holders, 
drivers younger than 18, 
and school bus drivers

All drivers Primary

Delaware All drivers 
(effective 
01/02/11)

Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders and school bus 
drivers

All drivers (effective 
01/02/11)

Primary Yes

District of Columbia All drivers School bus drivers and 
learner's permit holders

All drivers Primary Yes

Florida No No No Not applicable Yes

Georgia Drivers 
younger than 
18 (effective 
07/01/10)

School bus drivers. 
Drivers younger than 18.

All drivers (effective 
07/01/10)

Primary Yes

Hawaii No No No Not applicable

Idaho No No No Not applicable Yes***

Illinois Drivers in 
construction 
and school 
speed zones

Learner's permit holders 
younger than 19, drivers 
younger than 19, and 
school bus drivers

All drivers Primary Yes

Indiana No Drivers under the age of 
18.

All drivers (effective 
07/01/11).

Primary Yes

Iowa No Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders

All drivers Secondary for texting Yes

Kansas

“ N C SL
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No Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders

All drivers (effective 
07/01/10)

Primary Yes

Kentucky No Drivers younger than 18 
(effective 07/13/10), 
School Bus Drivers.

All drivers (effective 
07/13/10)

Primary (effective 
07/13/10)

Yes

Louisiana No School bus drivers, 
learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders, drivers under age 
18

All drivers Primary Yes

Maine** No Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders

All drivers (effective 
09/13/11)

Primary Yes

Maryland All drivers 
(effective 
10/01/10), 
School Bus 
Drivers.

Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders under 18. School 
bus drivers.

All drivers Primary for texting Yes

Massachusetts Local option School bus drivers, 
passenger bus drivers, 
drivers younger than 18.

All drivers (effective 
09/30/10

Primary Yes

Michigan Local option No All drivers (effective 
07/01/10)

Primary (effective 
07/01/10)

Yes

Minnesota No School bus drivers, 
learner's permit holders, 
and provisional license 
holders during the first 12 
months after licensing

All drivers Primary Yes

Mississippi No School bus drivers. Learner's permit holders 
and intermediate license 
holders

Primary Yes

Missouri No No Drivers 21 years of age 
or younger

Primary

Montana No No No Not applicable Yes

Nebraska No Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders younger than 18

Learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders younger than 18 
All drivers

Secondary Yes

Nevada All drivers 
(effective 
01/01/12)

No All drivers (effective 
01/01/12)

Not applicable Yes

New Hampshire No No All drivers Primary

New Jersey All drivers School bus drivers, and 
learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders

All drivers Primary Yes

New Mexico Local option Learners permit and 
intermediate license 
holders.

No Not applicable Yes

New York All drivers No All drivers Primary Yes

North Carolina No Drivers younger than 18 
and school bus drivers

All drivers Primary

North Dakota Drivers 
younger than 
18

Drivers younger than 18 
(effective 01/01/12)

All drivers (effective 
08/01/11)

Primary (effective 
08/01/11)

Yes
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(effective
01/01/12)

Ohio Local option No No Not applicable

Oklahoma Learner's 
permit and 
intermediate 
license 
holders, 
school bus 
drivers and 
public transit 
drivers 
(effective 
11/01/10)

School Bus Drivers and 
Public Transit Drivers 
(effective 11/01/10).

Learner's permit 
holders, intermediate 
license holders, school 
bus drivers and public 
transit drivers (effective 
11/01/10)

Primary Yes

Oregon All drivers Drivers younger than 18 All drivers Primary Yes

Pennsylvania Local option No All drivers Primary Yes

Rhode Island No School bus drivers and 
drivers younger than 18

All drivers Primary Yes

South Carolina No No No Not applicable Yes***

South Dakota No No No Not applicable Yes

Tennessee No School bus drivers, and 
learner's permit and 
intermediate license 
holders

All drivers Primary Yes

Texas Drivers in 
school 
crossing 
zones

Bus drivers. Drivers 
younger than 18. 
(09/01/11)

Bus drivers when a 
passenger 17 and 
younger is present; 
intermediate license 
holders for first 12 
months, drivers in 
school crossing zones

Primary Yes

Utah See
footnote*

No All drivers Primary for texting; 
secondary for talking on 
hand-held phone

Yes

Vermont No Drivers younger than 18 
shall not use any portable 
electronic device while 
driving.

All drivers Primary

Virgin Islands Yes Yes

Virginia No Drivers younger than 18 
and school bus drivers

All drivers Secondary; primary for 
school bus drivers

Yes

Washington All drivers Learners permit and 
intermediate license 
holders.

All drivers Primary Yes

West Virginia No Drivers younger than 18 
who hold either a learner's 
permit or an intermediate 
license

Drivers younger than 18 
who hold either a 
learner's permit or an 
intermediate license

Primary

........................................
Wisconsin No No All drivers (effective 

12/01/10)
Primary (effective 
12/01/10)

Wyoming No No All drivers Primary Yes

Total All drivers: 9 
states and 
District of 
Columbia.

School Bus drivers: 19 
states and District of 
Columbia.

Teen drivers: 30 states 
and District of Columbia.

All Drivers: 35 states 
and District of 
Columbia.

Primary for all drivers 
texting: 32.

36 and U.S. 
Virgin Islands 
and District of 
Columbia.
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Source: AAA, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, NCSL 2011.
Governor's Highway Safety Association
.*  Utah considers speaking on a cell phone, without a hands-free device, to be an offense only if a driver is also committing some other 
moving violation (other than speeding).
** Maine has a law that makes driving while distracted a traffic infraction. 29-A M.R.S.A. Sec. 2117.
*** Listed as a part of contributing factors
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Kenai Judge Throws Out Texting-While-Driving Case

December 22,20111 By Matthew Simon | Channel 2 News
KENAI, Alaska — A Kenai judge says the 2008 law intended to make texting-while- 
driving illegal is not enforceable.

The state’s screen device law does not include the word "text." Lawmakers say by not 
mentioning texting in the part of the bill allowing people to talk on phones means it is 
an implied illegal action.

I IT

0 

Tweet

However, on Dec. 1 Magistrate Jennifer Wells cited the lack of the word texting as the specific reason for tossing out 
the case against a man charged with texting-while-driving.

“Whether the 25̂  Legislature did, indeed, intend the statute to prohibit texting, or whether the statute has gotten the 
reputation because legislators and law enforcement wish this were true, is perhaps irrelevant,” Wells writes. “From 
the court’s perspective, because A.S. 28.35.161 creates misdemeanor and felony penalties, it is particularly important 
that the statute be clear."

“And we all thought that included texting," says Rep. Les Gara, D-Anchorage. "We intended for that to include 
texting.”

If a state appeal of Wells ruling fails, Gara plans on making a proposal. Advertisement

"Probably the smartest thing to do is, and the quickest way to fix this for the legislature, is find a criminal bill that's 
about to pass. Add an amendment to it that clarifies that we meant for texting to be illegal while you're driving."

The amendment, Gara says, would have language specifying all typing while driving is illegal.

For Rep. Mike Doogan, D-Anchorage, that is not good enough.

“All of the evidence we have is letting people talk on the cell phone while driving is a bad idea, Doogan says.

Like the National Transportation Safety Board, Doogan wants an all out ban on drivers using cell phones. His bill, 
and others like it, have stalled in Juneau.

“The first time there is a four car pileup that kills a bunch of people, that bill’s going to pass,” Doogan says. “But do I 
think it's going to pass before that, not really.”

Gara says he is just tiying to remove politics from the process by focusing on what lawmakers intended to originally 
accomplish.

“We should not allow people to text while they’re driving,” Gara says. “That leads to death. That leads to serious 
injury.”

Anchorage Police Spokesperson Marleen Lammers says the department has only issued 10 screen violation tickets for 
this year.

Department of Law lawyers disagree with the Kenai judge. According to Gara their lawyers say they still intend to 
continue prosecuting cases, and most state courts will continue to hear them.

House Finance Co-Chair Bill Stolze, R-Chugiak, was one of the few lawmakers who voted against this law back in 
2008.

“I voted that way because the law failed to keep up with changing technology,” Stolze says. “I don’t know if his (Gara) 
proposal is well thought out because we haven’t been effective at trying to define technology.”

House Speaker Mike Chenault, R-Nikiski, agrees with Gara, saying the law was intended to stop texting-while-driving 
and should be revised if there is any lingering confusion.

“I can see that happening, if there’s a question in the law,” Chenault says. “Rep. Gara’s solution would work.”

However, when it comes to other cell phone bills stalling in the legislature, Chenault says there are already existing 
laws protecting drivers.
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“We don’t need a law outlawing all cell phone use,” Chenault says.

-  K T U U .C O M
A  R T I C I E  C O  I L E C  1 I O N S
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It's time to explicitly ban texting while driving in 
Alaska
By Charles Ward
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A  r a t h e r  q u i r k y  d e c i s i o n  b y  a  K e n a i  j u d g e  l a s t  m o n t h  c r e a t e d  s o m e  w i g g l e  r o o m  f o r  
t h o s e  o f  u s  ( y e s ,  u s ,  b e c a u s e  I ’v e  d o n e  it  t o o )  w h o  s t u p i d l y  c h o o s e  t o  t e x t ,  e m a i l  o r  
F a c e b o o k  w h i l e  b e h i n d  t h e  w h e e l .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b i l ls  p r e f i l e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  t h e  2 0 1 2  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n  a i m s  t o  t i g h t e n  u p  a n y  a m b i g u i t y  in  a  l a w  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  s e e m e d  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  
t o  b a r  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s i l l y  b e h i n d - t h e - w h e e l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e x t i n g .

C u r r e n t l y ,  A l a s k a  s t a t e  l a w  p r o h i b i t s  d r iv in g  i f  “t h e  v e h i c l e  h a s  a  t e l e v i s i o n ,  v i d e o  
m o n i t o r ,  p o r t a b l e  c o m p u t e r ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  m e a n s  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  v i s u a l  
d i s p l a y  t h a t  is  in  f u l l  v i e w  o f  a  d r i v e r  in  a  n o r m a l  d r i v i n g  p o s i t io n  w h i l e  t h e  v e h i c l e  is  in  
m o t i o n ;  a n d  . . .  t h e  m o n i t o r  o r  v i s u a l  d i s p l a y  is  o p e r a t i n g  w h i l e  t h e  p e r s o n  is  d r i v i n g . ” 
W h i l e  t h e  l a w  d o e s  h a v e  e x e m p t i o n s  —  1 1  in  f a c t  —  f o r  s c r e e n s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  c a r ’s  s t a t u s ,  G P S  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p e o p l e  m a k i n g  v o i c e  c a l l s ,  
t e x t i n g  is  n o t  g i v e n  a n  e x p r e s s  e x e m p t i o n .  F o r  m o s t  f o l k s ,  t e x t i n g  w i t h o u t  lo o k i n g  a t  a  
s c r e e n  is  a l l  b u t  i m p o s s i b l e .  S i r i  a n d  o t h e r  v o i c e  r e c o g n i t i o n  s o f t w a r e  m i g h t  c h a n g e  
t h a t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t o u c h  t y p i s t s  f o r  t i n y  k e y b o a r d s ,  b u t  t h o s e  s p e c i a l  
c a s e s  a r e  1 )  u n u s u a l  a n d  2 )  d o n ’t  v i o l a t e  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l a w ,  w h i c h  is  t o  k e e p  d r i v e r s ’ 
e y e s  o n  t h e  r o a d ,  n o t  o n  a n  e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  M a g i s t r a t e  J e n n i f e r  W e l l s  r u l e d  t h e  l a w  a s  w r i t t e n  w a s n ’t  e n o u g h  t o  
e x p l i c i t l y  b a n  t e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r i v i n g ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t e d  o n  D e c .  2 5 ,  2 0 1 1 .  
U s u a l l y ,  t h e  t e r m s  “a c t i v i s t  j u d g e ” a n d  “ l e g i s l a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  b e n c h ” a r e  c o d e  f o r  “t h e  
j u d g e  r u l e d  a g a i n s t  m y  s i d e , ” b u t  h e r e ,  it s e e m s  W e l l s  is  r e a d i n g  v a g u e n e s s  in t o  t h e  
l a w  t h a t  j u s t  i s n ’t  t h e r e .  T h e  A P  r e p o r t e d  s h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  l a w  w a s  v a g u e  b e c a u s e  
C a l i f o r n i a  w r o t e  t w o  s e p a r a t e  l a w s ,  o n e  c o v e r i n g  d i s t r a c t i n g  s c r e e n s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
b a n n i n g  t e x t i n g .  W h y  W e l l s  d e c i d e d  t o  b e  p e r s u a d e d  b y  C a l i f o r n i a ’s  s o l u t i o n  t o  a
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p r o b l e m  A l a s k a ’s  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n s w e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  s t a t e  is  f o r  h e r  t o  a n s w e r .  B u t  it 
s t r i k e s  o f  r e a c h i n g  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o l u t i o n  t o  a  p r o b l e m  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  
a l r e a d y  f i g u r e d  o u t .  S i m p l y  p u t ,  a n y o n e  w h o  l o o k s  a t  a  s c r e e n  t o  t e x t  s h o u l d  h a v e  r u n  
a f o u l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s t a t u t e ,  a n d  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  a  c i t a t i o n  if  c a u g h t .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  is  r e a l  o r  i m a g i n e d ,  h o p e f u l l y  it w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  
e x i s t  c o m e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  a d j o u r n m e n t  in  A p r i l  ( M a y ?  J u n e ? ) .  R e p s .  L e s  G a r a  a n d  
B il l  T h o m a s  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  H o u s e  B i l l  2 5 5 ,  w h i c h  e x p l i c i t l y  b a n s  t e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r iv in g .  
H o p e f u l l y ,  it w i n d s  i t s  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  t e r m  a n d  o n t o  G o v .  S e a n  
P a r n e l l ' s  d e s k  f o r  h is  s i g n a t u r e ,  b e c a u s e  t e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r iv in g  is  a  p r a c t i c e  I a n d  e v e r y  
o t h e r  d r i v e r  n e e d s  t o  e n d .  I t  c r e a t e s  a  g r e a t  d a n g e r  —  n o t  o n l y  t o  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  o t h e r s  
o n  t h e  r o a d .

D i s t r a c t e d  d r i v i n g  is  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  in  h a l f ,  o r  3  m i l l io n ,  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  in  
t h e  U . S .  in  a  g i v e n  y e a r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A A A .  C a r  a n d  D r i v e r  m a g a z i n e  c o n d u c t e d  a  
J u n e  2 0 0 9  t e s t  t h a t  s u g g e s t e d  t e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r iv in g  ( e v e n  j u s t  r e a d i n g  t h e  t e x t s )  c a n  b e  
m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  d r u n k e n  d r i v i n g .  T h e r e ’s  s i m p l y  n o  w a y  t o  k e e p  b o t h  e y e s  o n  t h e  
r o a d  w h e n  t y p i n g  o n  a  t i n y  k e y b o a r d  o r  r e a d i n g  a  s c r e e n ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  n e e d s  t o  
n o t  j u s t  s t o p ,  b u t  b e  s t o p p e d  b y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  c r e a t e d  t o  
e v e r y o n e  o n  t h e  r o a d ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  t e x t e r / d r i v e r .

M a n y  d r iv in g  l a w s  a r e  t r a d e o f f s  b e t w e e n  s a f e t y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  o t h e r w i s e  w e ’d  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  d r i v e  1 0 - t o n  r o l l  c a g e s  a t  5  m p h  d o w n  E g a n  D r i v e  a f t e r  a  d a i l y  i n s p e c t i o n  
b y  a  s t a t e  t r o o p e r .  A t  o n e  e x t r e m e ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  B o a r d  r e c e n t l y  
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  o u t r i g h t  b a n  o f  a l l  c e l l  p h o n e  u s a g e  w h i l e  d r iv in g  —  t a l k i n g ,  t e x t i n g ,  
h a n d s - f r e e ,  t h e  w o r k s .  A  c o m p l e t e  b a n  w o u l d  b e  o v e r k i l l  a n d  w o u l d  f a c e  i n c r e d i b l y  
t o u g h  s l e d d i n g  in  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  B u t  a  b a n  o n  t e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r i v i n g  w o u l d  g e t  r id  o f  
o n e  o f  t h e  w o r s t  r o a d  d i s t r a c t i o n s  o u t  t h e r e ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  l e a v i n g  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  
m o b i l e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a s  a n  o p t i o n .  T e x t i n g  w h i l e  d r iv in g  h a s  b e e n  b a n n e d  o n c e  in  
A l a s k a ,  b u t  i f  it t a k e s  d i f f e r e n t  w o r d i n g  in  a  n e w  l a w  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s t i c k ,  i t ’s  
w o r t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  t i m e .  L e t ’s  h o p e  w e  s e e  q u i c k  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  G a r a / T h o m p s o n  
b i l l  t h i s  t e r m .

•  C h a r l e s  W a r d  is  D e p u t y  M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  E m p i r e .  H i s  v i e w s  d o  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  i ts  e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d .
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adn.com | Police say driver in fatal accident was texting

a d n . c o m
A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N e w s

P o l i c e  s a y  d r i v e r  i n  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  w a s  t e x t i n g

By KYLE HOPKINS

(12/09/11 19:37:30)

The 1 9 -ye a r-o ld  charged  in a fa ta l Anchorage h it-a n d -ru n  had been te x tin g  on h e r iPhone w hen her 
ca r s tru ck  and k illed  a v illa g e  m an on Easter S unday, police  say.

"OMG OMG OM G," A sh ley  N icho le  Bashore te x te d  to  a fr ien d  sh o rtly  a fte r  th e  crash th a t knocked 
p edestrian  H ub e rt T u n u ch u k , 28, o u t o f h is shoes and in to  the  in te rsec tio n , accord ing  to  p ape rw ork  
filed  T hu rsday  by s ta te  p rosecu to rs .

In s te a d  o f s to pp ing  o r ca lling  911 , p rosecu to rs  say, Bashore d rove  to  a fr ie n d 's  house w here  she 
said her SUV had "h it  a m a n g y  R o ttw e ile r w ith o u t a co lla r."

A rres ted  W ednesday n ig h t fo llo w in g  a m o n th s -lo n g  in ve s tig a tio n , Bashore p leaded n o t g u ilty  
T hu rsday  to  th re e  fe lon ie s : C rim in a lly  neg lig en t hom ic ide , leav ing  th e  scene o f an a cc id en t and 
ta m p e rin g  w ith  ev idence.

The ta m p e rin g  charge  s te m s fro m  Bashore 's a tte m p t to  de le te  te x t  m essages sen t in th e  days a fte r 
th e  A p ril 24 co llis ion , p ro secu to rs  say.

Bashore en te re d  th e  c o u rtro o m  in te a rs , a tte m p tin g  to  h ide  her face w ith  shackled  hands. A b a ilif f 
w arned  a d is tra u g h t w om an  in th e  g a lle ry  to  s top  try in g  to  co m m un ica te  w ith  Bashore, w ho  sa t 
sobb ing  a t th e  end o f a line  o f  p risone rs . She pulled h e r p rison  s h ir t to  h e r face, h e r fin g e rn a ils  
p a in ted  a s o ft g reen .

S evera l o f T un uch u k 's  fa m ily  m em bers  w atched  fro m  th e  back o f th e  room .

"E ve rybo d y 's  a ffec ted  by w h a t happened. H er fa m ily . My fa m ily . Everyone in vo lve d ," sa id his aun t, 
Esthe r S tau ffe r. " I  ju s t  fee l so so rry  fo r her. She's so yo un g . I f  she had m ade  th e  r ig h t choice when 
th a t happened, th en  pe rhaps we w o u ld n 't be here  to d a y ."

E sthe r's  husband , G e o ffre y , sa id he feels so rry  fo r  th e  1 9 -ye a r-o ld  to o . B u t he 's a lso ang ry .

" I  fee l like  m aybe  she 's  ju s t  scared fo r  herse lf. She tr ie d  to  h ide th is  and we lived  th e  las t six 
m o n th s  no t know ing  if  th e y  w ere  e ve r going to  be able to  charge  th e  p erson ," G eoffrey S ta u ffe r 
sa id.

The v illa ge  o f C he fo rnak , a Y u p 'ik  co m m u n ity  o f a bo u t 400  people in W este rn  A laska, sen t 
T un uch u k  to  th e  s ta te  vo ca tio n a l-te ch n ica l school in Sew ard  to  s tu d y  pow er p la n t o pe ra tion s . He 
w as in A nchorage  on A p ril 24 w ith  fr ien ds  to  ce leb ra te  Easter and p lanned to  s tay  a t th e  S tau ffe rs ' 
house, th e  coup le  said.

Early S unday m o rn in g , T u n u ch u k  w as in tox ica ted  and w a lk ing  beh ind tw o  fr ien ds  w es tbound  on the  
T ud o r Road overpass above th e  Seward H ighw ay, accord ing  to  a d ocu m e n t filed  by p rosecu to rs .
Had he been d riv in g , h is b lood -a lcoho l level w ou ld  have been above th e  legal l im it, said tra ff ic

Page 1 of 3

Print Page Close Window

http://www.adn.com/201 l/12/08/v-printer/2209631/09-hit-and-run.html 1/17/2012

http://www.adn.com/201


adn.com | Police say driver in fatal accident was texting Page 2 of 3

in v e s tig a to r  M ichael Busey.

T u n u ch u k  w as in th e  roa dw a y , near th e  n a rro w  s idew a lk  cu rb  o f th e  overpass , accord ing  to  
p ro secu to rs . A H yundai S a n te  Fe d riven  by Bashore  approached heading  e as tb ou n d , p rosecu to rs  
say.

As Bashore cam e across th e  overpass, th e  fro n t o f th e  SUV s tru ck  T un uch u k  on th e  passenger side, 
p ro secu to rs  say. T un uch u k  w as th ro w n  in to  th e  in te rsec tio n  w here  the  Seward H ighw ay o ff-ra m p  
m e e ts  T udor. Busey cou ld  n o t say how fa r  he tra ve le d . A t som e p o in t be fo re  o r a fte r  th e  co llis ion , 
th e  S ante  Fe d ro ve  up o n to  th e  cu rb , the  in v e s tig a to r  said.

Som eone  ca lled  911 a t a b o u t 3 :1 5  a .m . to  re p o rt th e  in c id e n t, police  said a t th e  tim e .

T u n u ch u k  su rv ived  fo r  a b o u t th re e  hours , accord ing  to  police.

"W e th o u g h t a t f ir s t  he w as going to  m ake it. ... U n fo rtu n a te ly  he ju s t  lo s t to o  m uch b lo od ," said 
G e o ffre y  S ta u ffe r, w ho a long  w ith  his w ife  p laced a cross a t th e  scene o f  th e  crash. I t 's  s till the re .

Police say Bashore fled th e  scene, d riv in g  to  a fr ie n d 's  house and te llin g  th e  s to ry  o f h it t in g  a dog. 
She sm e lled  o f m a riju a n a  fo llo w in g  th e  a cc id en t, accord ing  to  th e  po lice  in v e s tig a tio n . But Busey 
sa id  th e re 's  no w ay to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r she w as h igh th e  n ig h t o f th e  co llis ion .

Police had few  leads a t f ir s t ,  p rosecu to rs  sa id , b u t a piece o f tr im  fro m  th e  S ante  Fe and a 
C rim es top pe rs  t ip  soon led po lice  to  th e  ve h ic le . W hile  Bashore is n o t th e  reg is te red  o w n e r o f the  
SUV, she d rove  it  on a re g u la r basis, Busey sa id .

Police seized Bashore 's  iPhone, fin d ing  th a t all te x ts  sen t be fo re  A p ril 26 , tw o  days a fte r  th e  
co llis ion , had been d e le ted , accord ing  to  p ro secu to rs  and police. A re v ie w  o f her phone  records 
revea led  Bashore was " lik e ly  te x tin g  im m e d ia te ly  be fo re  o r a t th e  t im e  o f th e  co llis io n ," accord ing 
to  p a p e rw o rk  filed  by p rosecu to rs .

Bashore e ve n tu a lly  to ld  a fr ien d  th a t she had h it  a person and did so because she w as te x tin g , 
a ccord ing  to  th e  p ro secu to r's  m em o.

A p ro file  fo r  Bashore appea rs  on e xp lo re ta le n t.co m , a w ebs ite  w here  hope fu l p e rfo rm e rs  post 
resum es and pho tos. She w a n ts  to  be a m odel and once appeared in a h o rro r  m ov ie  film e d  in the  
B u tte , th e  p ro file  says. " I  e n jo y  sw im m ing , b ik in g , in s ta n t m essaging and te x tin g  w ith  fr ie n d s ,"  the  
p ro file  says.

An A nchorage  g rand  ju r y  handed up th e  th re e -c o u n t in d ic tm e n t o f Bashore on W ednesday — m ore 
th an  seven m o n th s  a fte r  th e  h it-a n d -ru n . Busey and a n o th e r tra f f ic  in v e s tig a to r  a rres ted  Bashore 
on W ednesday n ig h t a t h e r hom e in W est A ncho rage , a police  spokesm an said.

E ffo rts  to  estab lish  d e ta ils  o f th e  crash , a long w ith  DNA te s tin g , th e  phone  se izu re  and rev iew  by 
p ro secu to rs  a ll co n tr ib u te d  to  th e  leng th  o f th e  in v e s tig a tio n , Busey sa id.

"P u ttin g  it  all to g e th e r  ju s t  ta ke s  tim e , u n fo rtu n a te ly ,"  he said.

Before  h e r a rre s t in th e  h it-a n d -ru n , Bashore had no c rim ina l record  as an a du lt. Three  m on ths  
a fte r  th e  co llis ion  th a t k illed  T un uch u k , she was tic k e te d  fo r  speeding m o re  th a n  20 m ph o ve r the  
speed lim it ,  c o u rt reco rds show .

T un uch u k  w as a b o u t tw o  w eeks fro m  g ra du a tin g  fro m  th e  pow er p la n t o p e ra tion s  tra in in g , h is aun t 
sa id . He had p lanned  to  spend a coup le  o f m on ths  fish ing  in B risto l Bay be fo re  re tu rn in g  to  the

http://www.adn.com/201 l/12/08/v-printer/2209631/09-hit-and-run.html 1/17/2012
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v illa g e , she said.

B asho re 's  bail w as se t a t $ 2 ,5 00  cash w ith  a co u rt-o rd e re d  th ird -p a r ty  cus tod ian  requ ired  fo r 
re lease , a police  spokesm an said. Bashore is a lso fo rb idd en  fro m  d riv in g  w h ile  on ba il, he said.
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F a i r b a n k s  H e a d - o n  C r a s h  i s  

A t t r i b u t e d  t o  D r u n k e n  T e x t i n g

Originally printed at http://www.ktva.com/news/local/Fairbanks-Head-on-Crash-is-Attributed-to- 
Drunken-Texting-ii466ogo4 .html

By Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
January  26, 2011

FAIRBANKS - An early morning head-on collision on Phillips Field Road is being 
blamed on an untimely text message by a suspected drunken driver.

Roger Dean Ostbloom, 4 0 , was reportedly sending a text message from his phone on 

Sunday while driving his Ford F-150  pickup westbound and drifted into the oncoming 

lane of traffic. Ostbloom looked up and realized he was about to collide with a Chevy 
Avalanche.

Fairbanks Police arrived at 12:29 a-m. to find both vehicles with severe front-end 
damage.

Adam Strom, the driver of the Avalanche, suffered a broken femur in the accident and 
was taken to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital for surgery.

Ostbloom told police he was texting and saw the oncoming vehicle immediately before 
impact. Strom said he slowed in an attempt to avoid a collision.

Ostbloom, who was not hospitalized, also smelled of alcohol and had watery eyes and 
slurred speech, according to charging documents. A chemical test showed he had a 

breath-alcohol Content of 0 .0 9 7 , slightly more than the legal limit of 0 .0 8 .

He was charged with driving a motor vehicle with a screen device operating, a law that 
makes texting while driving illegal. He was also charged with felony second-degree 
assault and driving under the influence of alcohol.

It's been illegal to text while driving in Alaska since 2 0 0 8 , but texting arrests remain 

uncommon in Alaska. Two local people were arrested for the offense last year, but 
neither was involved in an accident.
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Cindy Cashen, administrator for the Alaska Highway Safety Office, said studies show  
texting while driving is a particularly risky form of "distracted driving." Authorities, 
however, are rarely in a position to blame texting as the primary cause of an accident.

"Unfortunately, the data doesn't show it's a very serious problem, but that's because 

it's very difficult to enforce," Cashen said.

Contact staff writer Jeff Richardson at 459-7518 .
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M a n y  d r i v e r s  a d m i t  t o  

b e h a v i o r  t h e y  s a y  i s  

d a n g e r o u s

By Ashley Halsey III
The Washington Post

Posted: 01/06/2012 12:00:00 AM PST

WASHINGTON —  American drivers once again 
have identified their enemy as themselves.

When quizzed in an annual survey, they have 
admitted they often are guilty of the very 
behaviors they view as a menace on the road.

Almost everyone said that drunken driving was 
unacceptable, and three-quarters described 
drunken drivers as a serious threat. Yet 14 
percent of them said that within the year, they 
had driven with an alcohol level probably near or 
above the legal limit, AAA's Foundation for 
Traffic Safety reported.

The June survey of 3,147 people used online 
technology said to create a representative cross- 
section of the U.S. population. People were 
asked about their driving habits in the month, or 
year, preceding that.

Cellphone use and sending text messages were 
dangerous, 94 percent said, but more than a 
third said they had read texts or e-mails while 
driving. A quarter of them also said they had 
sent messages. Two-thirds said they had talked 
on their cellphones, and a third said they do so 
regularly.

"This 'Do as I say, not as I do' attitude that 
persists among drivers needs to change before 
we can experience a traffic-safety culture where 
safe driving is the norm," Peter Kissinger, head 
of the foundation, said in a statement.

o

The foundation said that 74 percent of drivers 
felt it was unacceptable to go more than 15 mph 
above the speed limit on a freeway, but more 
than half admitted they had done that.

Although

94 percent said the same excessive speeding 
was unacceptable on a residential street, a 
quarter of them admitted they had gone more 
than 15 mph above the limit.

Nearly all drivers said that when a traffic light 
turns red, people should stop if they can do so 
safely, but 37 percent said they had run a red 
light.

Falling asleep behind the wheel was identified as 
a serious problem by 96 percent of drivers, but a 
third of drivers said they had nodded off at least 
once.

The safety value of a seat belt has been long 
established, and 86 percent of drivers agreed 
they should be used, but almost a quarter of 
drivers said they had not used one at least once 
in the month before they were surveyed.
Nineteen percent said they had failed to do so 
more than once.

Recent federal data showed that 32,885 people
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o
were killed in vehicle crashes in 2010, the lowest 
number in 60 years. The drop has been 
attributed to better safety features in vehicles: 
seat-belt improvements, safer air bags, better 
vehicle stabilization, advancements in highway 
design, and high-profile campaigns against 
drunken and distracted driving.

"We are moving in the right direction when it 
comes to safety on our roads, but we need to do 
much more," Kissinger said. "Changing driver 
behaviors is not rocket science. It's harder."

o
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ktuu.com
Alaska State Texting While Driving Bill Advances

By Jason Lamb

1:08 PM AKST, February 10, 2012 

JUNEAU, Alaska

The state House Judiciary Committee approved a bill trying to clarify Alaska's driving while ad ve rtisem e n t 

texting laws on Friday.

According to committee chair Rep. Carl Gatto (R-Palmer), judges in Kenai and Fairbanks are not 
enforcing the current texting while driving law because it doesn't specifically mention "texting."

The new law includes the phrase "driving while texting."

Bill sponsor Rep. Les Gara (D-Anchorage) has said his new proposal would allow talking on the phone, 
including dialing a number and answering a call, but it would outlaw texting and associated activities like 
tweeting.

Texting while the car was stopped, like at a red light, would be allowed, Gara has said.

Rep. Bill Thomas (R-Haines) is also a prime sponsor o f  the bill.

Rep. Wes Keller (R-Wasilla) said he didn't approve o f  the bill, and recommended against its final passage 
in the House.

"Reading a text message is such a miniscule action — to make it illegal, I just can't go there," Keller said.

He said if  the texting while driving law was adopted, it may prompt outlawing other common in-car 
distractions like eating or adjusting the radio.

"There's just no chance," Gara said Friday in reaction to Keller's comments. He said "someone would be 
laughed out o f  the building" if  they proposed bills that would ban things outlawing those types o f  
distractions.

While Reps. Lance Pruitt (R-Anchorage) and Bob Lynn (R-Anchorage) expressed other concerns with the 
bill, they both recommended to pass the bill out o f  committee.

Reps. Max Gruenberg (D-Anchorage), Lindsey Holmes (D-Anchorage) and Gatto also voted to move the 
bill on to the Finance Committee.

Email Jason Lamb

Copyright ©  2012, KTUU-TV
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M e l a n i e  L e s h

House Judiciary
Thursday, February 09, 2012 1:21 PM
Rep. Bob Lynn; Rep. Lance Pruitt; Rep. Lindsey Holmes; Rep. Max Gruenberg; Rep. Steve 
Thompson; Rep. Wes Keller; Rep. Max Gruenberg; James Waldo; 'Jane Pierson'; Jim 
Pound; M ike Coumbe; Mike Sica; Miles Brookes 
Rep. Les Gara; Rose Foley
HB 255 Legislative Legal Svcs. interpretation o f the defin ition o f installed"
HB 255 Legislative Legal Services Memo.pdf; HB 255 CS X version.pdf

new  (JUD) CS along w ith  a mem o from  Pamela Finley, Legislative Legal, concerning a 
insta lled".

M elfllA le

Melanie Lesh
House Judiciary Committee Aide 
Rep. Carl Gatto, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907)465-4990
Melanie.Lesh@legis.state.ak.us

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

FYI: Please review  the  attached 
problem  w ith  the  de fin ition  o f "

l
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M e l a n i e  L e s h

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rep. Les Gara
Thursday, February 09, 2012 12:30 PM
Rose Foley; Kaci Schroeder; Melanie Lesh; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Bill Thomas; Rose Foley 
Taxting amendments - solved I think.

Max is happy to  w ithd ra w  his th ird  am endm ent. That makes th ings a lo t less complex. Thanks, Kaci, fo r  your note. Bill 
and I had concerns w ith t hat am endm ent, as did some com m ittee  members. So th a t problem  is gone.

Pam Finley, the  revisor o f statutes, is going to  send us a technical c larification th a t has to  do -  no t w ith  substance -  but 
how  th e ir  d ra fting  manual requires bills to  be w ritten . It actually relates to  the fo rm e r law 's language, and no t s tu ff 
w e've added, bu t she jus t caught it.

It is along the  lines o f a m em o she w ro te  to  Rep. Gatto. I jus t spoke to  her. Feel free  to  call i f  you w an t to  know about 
th a t but, basically, she jus t w ants to  move the  location<t|rthe w ord  "ins ta lled" -  tha t's  the  part o f  the law where we let 
emergency personnel use equ ipm en t th a t's  been "ins ta lled" in a vehicle. We presume th a t if  a firs t responder 
departm en t installs equ ipm ent, it m ust be im portan t to  th e ir  w ork, so we let them  use it.

But Max's bigger am endm ent is gone.

Hope w e 're  all OK w ith  tha t. I really d o n 't care about Pam's am endm ent th a t much, bu t it seems proper to  fo llo w  her 
advice on d ra fting  style.

Thanks. Les

Any concerns?

From: Rose Foley
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Rep. Les Gara
Subject: FW: "a ffirm ative  act"

From: Kaci Schroeder
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2012 11:05 AM 
To: Rose Foley
Subject: RE: "a ffirm ative act"

I t  s e e m s  l ik e  it  w o u l d  b e  V E R Y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  n a r r o w  d o w n  t o  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  t a r g e t e d  
a c t i v i t y .  A ls o ,  I  t h i n k  R e p .  T h o m a s  t h o u g h t  t h e  b ill w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  j u s t  a  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  w h a t  w a s  a l r e a d y  in  t h e  b o o k s  a n d  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  s e e m s  t o  c r e a t e  a  
n e w  c r i m e  ( t a k i n g  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t  t o  c h e c k  t e x t  m e s s a g e s ) .  I t h i n k  R e p .  P r u i t t  a n d  
R e p .  H o l m e s  h a d  e x c e l l e n t  p o i n t s  in  c o m m i t t e e .

R e p .  T h o m a s  i s n ' t  t o o  t h r i l l e d  w i th  t h a t  a m e n d m e n t .

T h e  o t h e r  a m e n d m e n t s  s e e m e d  v e r y  g o o d .  M a y b e  R e p .  G r u e n b e r g  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  w i th  
2  o u t  o f  3 ?

i



Kaci Schroeder Hotch
► C hief o f  Staff

Office o f  Representative Thomas 
State Capitol, Rm 505 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 465-3732  
fax: (907)465-2652
"A certain amount of opposition is of great help to a man. 
Kites rise against, not w ith the wind."

-John Neal
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J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  G a t t o , C h a i r

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

C o m m it t e e  M e m b e r s :
R e p . St e v e  T h om pson , V ic e  C h a ir  

R e p . Bo b  L yn n  
R e p . W e s  K e l l e r  

R e p . L a n c e  Pr u it t  
R e p . L in d s e y  H o l m e s  
R e p . Ma x  G r u en b e r g

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i ld in g ,  Rm 120 
J u n e a u , AK 99801-1182 

P h o n e : 9 0 7 -4 6 5 -4 9 9 0  
F a x : 9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 3 8 1  

HOlSE_JUDICTARY@LEGIS.STATE.AK.US

DATE: February 2, 2012

TO: Suzie Lowell, Chief Clerk
Alaska House o f  Representatives

FROM: Representative Carl Gatto, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

RE: House Judiciary Committee Hearing Notice

H o u se  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m itte e  A g e n d a  

W ednesday, February 8. 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 120.

+  * HB 253 CATHINONE BATH SALTS

+ HB 255 PROHIBIT D IALING OR TEXTING WHILE DRIVING

+ * HB 299 C IV IL  LEGAL SERVICES FUND

+ * HB 303 SUSPENDED IM POSITION OF SENTENCE

Bills Previously Heard

Friday. February 10.2012 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 120

mailto:HOlSE_JUDICTARY@LEGIS.STATE.AK.US


OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSHB 255( ), Draft Version "D"

1 Page 1, lines 6 - 1 2 :

2 Delete all material and insert:

3 "* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section

4 to read:

5 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, The purpose o f this Act is to conform and clarify that

6 the use o f a cellular telephone, computer, personal data assistant, or any other similar means

7 for texting or communicating in a manner prohibited by AS 28.35.161 has been illegal since

8 AS 28.35.161 was enacted and that the December 1, 2011, magistrate's decision in State v.

9 Adams, 3KN-11-719 CR, is legally incorrect."

A M E N D M E N T  \

27-LS1165\D. 1
Gardner

2/7/12

S < r e 0

L -1-



27-LS1165VD.4
Gardner

2/8/12

A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE GRUENBERG

TO: CSHB 255( ), Draft Version "D"

1 Page 2, line 11, following "driving":

2 Insert "or takes an affirm ative act to access such data"

L -1-



27-LS1165VD.5
Gardner

2/8/12

A M E N D M E N T

x \ % I r
OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE GRUENBERG

TO: CSHB 255( ), Draft Version "D"

1 Page 1, line 1:

2 Delete "and"

3

4 Page 1, line 4, following "vehicle":

5 I n s e r t a n d  providing for an effective date"

6

7 Page 3, following line 20:

8 Insert a new  bill section to read:

9 "* Sec. 6 . This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c)."

L -1-
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->REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA \ V  A  J

REPRESENTATIVE_BILL THOM AS . A
(ADDITIONAL CO-SPONSORS) A *  k / A

Sponsor Statement

Alaska’s Ban on Texting, and Other Typing and Reading Words on Video Screens.

In December o f  2011 one court ruled that Alaska’s current law, which bans looking at video 
screens and increases the criminal penalties for injuries when they are caused by that conduct, 
was not worded clearly. Other courts have indicated they may rule similarly. The ruling stated 
that the current law did not bar texting while driving a m oving vehicle.

This bi-partisan legislation reestablishes what the 2008 Legislature intended -  that typing or 
reading m essages on a video screen is covered by Alaska law as criminal conduct. It is widely  
recognized that texting w hile driving a vehicle can kill or severely injure innocent people, as well 
as the driver. This bill is crafted to remain consistent with the existing legislation. It exempts 
certain emergency uses and mapping devices, and simply adds that the law passed in 2008 
banning using video screens in a moving vehicle also includes a ban on typing or reading on a 
computer, cell phone, or other video or computer screen in a m oving vehicle.

The bill recognizes that other legislators have filed legislation on a separate subject -  talking on 
and dialing cell phones while driving. Alaska currently has no per se ban on that activity. This 
bill does not address that issue at all. It leaves the debate on that subject for the bills on that 
subject that have been filed. The bill is simply aimed at clarifying the law passed in 2008 so that 
activity such as texting or reading texts is banned. The language is written so that similar 
activities on social media sites w ill be covered, and prohibited while people are driving a vehicle.

January-May: State Capitol •  Juneau, A K  99801-1182 •  (907) 465-2647 •  Fax (907) 465-3518
June-December: 716 W . 4th Avenue •  Anchorage, A K  99501* (907) 269-0106* Fax (907) 269-0109

Representative_Les_Gara@legis.state.ak.us
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVES GARA AND THOMAS

Introduced: 1/6/12 
Referred: Prefiled

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 255

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act prohibiting the driver of a motor vehicle from reading or typing a text message 

or other nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, computer, or 

personal data assistant while driving a m otor vehicle."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose o f this Act is expressly to provide that the 

use o f  a cellular telephone, computer, personal data assistant, or any other similar means for 

texting or communicating in a manner proscribed by AS 28.35.161 is prohibited. It is the 

opinion o f  the legislature that the use o f these devices in a manner proscribed by 

AS 28.35.161 is currently illegal in the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.35.161(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime o f  driving while texting. while 

com m unicating on a computer, or while [WITH] a screen device is operating if  [(1)]

HB0255a -1- HB 255
New Text underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 the person is driving a motor vehicle, and

2 £1} [; (2)] the vehicle has a television, video monitor, portable

3 computer, or any other similar means capable o f providing a visual display that is in

4 full view  o f a driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle is in motion, and [;

5 AND (3)] the monitor or visual display is operating while the person is driving; or

6 (2) the person is reading or typing a text message or other

7 nonvoice m essage or communication on a cellular telephone, personal data

8 assistant, com puter, or any other similar means capable o f providing a visual

9 display that is in the view o f  the driver in a norm al driving position while the

10 vehicle is in motion and while the person is driving.

11 * Sec. 3. AS 28.35.161(b) is amended to read:

12 (b) A  person may not install or alter equipment described in (a) [(a)(2)] o f this

13 section that allows the images to be viewed by the driver in a normal driving position

14 while the vehicle is in motion.

15 * Sec. 4. AS 28.35.161(c) is amended to read:

16 (c) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  this section do not apply to

17 ( 1) portable cellular telephones or personal data assistants being used

18 for voice [VERBAL] communication or displaying caller identification information;

19 (2) equipment that is displaying only

20 (A) audio equipment information, functions, and controls;

21 (B) vehicle information or controls related to speed, fuel level,

22 battery charge, and other vehicle safety or equipment information;

23 (C) navigation or global positioning;

24 (D) maps;

25 (E) visual information to

26 (i) enhance or supplement the driver's view forward,

27 behind, or to the sides o f the motor vehicle for the purpose o f

28 maneuvering the vehicle; or

29 (ii) allow the driver to monitor vehicle occupants seated

30 behind the driver;

31 (F) vehicle dispatching and response information for motor

HB 255 -2-
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1 vehicles providing emergency road service or roadside assistance;

2 (G) vehicle dispatching information for passenger transport or

3 freight or package delivery;

4 (H) information for use in performing highway construction,

5 maintenance, or repair or data acquisition by the Department o f Transportation

6 and Public Facilities or a municipality; or

7 (I) information for use in performing utility construction,

8 maintenance, repair, or data acquisition by a public utility; in this

9 subparagraph, "public utility" has the meaning given in AS 42.05.990.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE BILL THOMAS

House Bill 255 
Expected Witnesses

Expected Testimony
Rep. Les Gara, bill presentation

Available for Questions
Anne Carpeneti, District Attorney’s Office
Doug Gardner, Legislative Legal Services
Lieutenant Tom Dunn, Alaska State Troopers, Bureau o f Highway Patrol

January-May: State Capitol •  Juneau, A K  99801-1182 •  (907) 465-2647 •  Fax (907) 465-3518
June-December: 716 W. 4th Avenue •  Anchorage, A K  99501* (907) 269-0106* Fax (907) 269-0109

Representative_Les_Gara@legis.state.ak.us
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE BILL THOMAS

House Bill 255 
Expected Witnesses

Expected Testimony
• Rep. Les Gara, bill presentation
• Mark Hall, Fire Chef, Anchorage Fire Department
• Bob Griffiths, Executive Director, Alaska Association o f  Chiefs o f Police

Available for Questions
• Anne Carpeneti, District Attorney’s Office
• Doug Gardner, Legislative Legal Services

O - T - T E t
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

REPRESENTATIVE BILL THOMAS 
REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA

To: Representative Gatto

From: Representative Bill Thomas 

Representative Les Gara 

Re: HB 255 Hearing Request

Date: January 27, 2012

Dear Representative Gatto:

W e respectfully request a hearing on HB 255 in the House Transportation Committee. 
Accom panying this request are the required materials for the bill hearing.

Rose Foley, aide to Rep. Gara, is the contact person for this legislation. She can be reached at

Please contact either office i f  you need any additional information or have any questions.

January-May: State Capitol •  Juneau, A K  99801-1182 •  (907) 465-2647 •  Fax (907) 465-3518
June-December: 716 W . 4th Avenue •  Anchorage, A K  99501* (907) 269-0106* Fax (907) 269-0109

Representative_Les_Gara@legis. state. ak.us

465-2647.



M e l a n i e  L e s h

From: Rose Foley
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Melanie Lesh
Subject: HB 225 CS
Attachments: CS D version 2.2.12.pdf; HB 255 Expected Witnesses H (JUD).pdf

Hi M elanie,

A ttached is the  CS we discussed yesterday (or was it the  day before?), and an updated list o f expected witnesses. I'm 
sure you know  this, bu t I made an appo in tm ent fo r Rep. Gara to  m eet w ith  Rep. Gatto on HB 255 and HB 303 on 
Tuesday o f next w eek at 11:00 am. Please le t me know  if you need anyth ing else in the  m eantim e.

Thank you, and happy Friday!

R o s e  F o le y
Aide to  Representative Les Gara 
State Capitol, Room 500 
Juneau, AK 99801 
p - (907) 465-2647 
f - (907)465-3518

1



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FA X (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M Decem ber 30 201

S U B JE C T : Texting W hile Driving Bill Versions
(W ork Order Nos. 2 7 -L S 1149\M  and 27-L S 1165\M )

T O :

F R O M :

Representative Les Gara

Doug G ardner 
Director

Please find enclosed three versions o f  the bill we've been w orking on regarding texting 
while driving. These versions need your review, and you should let us know which 
version you would like to prefile, and also call to our attention any changes so they can 
be made as soon as possible. The bill versions are:

1. Texting with SIS version 2 7 -L S lI4 9 \M
2. Texting only version w ithou t the "stationary vehicle" exclusion 27-LS 1165\B
3. Texting only version w ith  the "stationary vehicle" exclusion 27-LS 1165\M

As with any m ultiple version project, please review the drafts enclosed to m ake sure I've 
covered all the issues in the bill drafts that you wanted to address. Call if  you have 
questions.

DDG:plm 
1 l-361.plm

Enclosures
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WORK D R A F T WORK D R A F T WORK D R A F T

27-L S1165\B  
G ardner 
12/28/11

HOUSE BILL NO.

IN THE LEG ISLA TURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW EN TY -SEV EN TH  LEGISLA TURE - SECO N D  SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVE GARA

Introduced:
Referred:

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act prohibiting the driver of a motor vehicle from reading or typing a text message 

or other nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, computer, or 

personal data assistant while driving a motor vehicle."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law o f  the State o f  A laska is am ended by adding a new section 

to read:

STA TEM EN T OF PURPOSE. The purpose o f  this A ct is expressly to provide that the 

use o f  a cellular telephone, com puter, personal data assistant, or any other sim ilar means for 

texting or com m unicating in a m anner proscribed by AS 28.35.161 is prohibited. It is the 

opinion o f  the legislature that the use o f  these devices in a m anner proscribed by 

AS 28.35.161 is currently illegal in the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.35.161(a) is am ended to read:

(a) A person com m its the crime o f  driving while texting, while 

communicating on a computer, or while [W ITH] a screen device is operating if  [(!)]

-1-
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the person is driving a m otor vehicle, and

(1) [; (2)] the vehicle has a television, video m onitor, portable

com puter, or any other sim ilar m eans capable o f  providing a visual display that is in 

full view o f  a driver in a normal driving position while the vehicle is in m otion, and [; 

AND (3)] the m onitor or visual display is operating w hile the person is driv ing; or

(2) the person is reading or typing a text message or other 

nonvoice message or communication on a cellular telephone, personal data 

assistant, computer, or any other similar means capable of providing a visual 

display that i s in  iew of the driver in a normal driving position while the

icle is in motion and while the person is driving.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.35.161(b) is am ended to read:

(b) A person m ay not install or alter equipm ent described in £a) [(a)(2)] o f  this 

section that allows the im ages to be viewed by the driver in a norm al driving position 

while the vehicle is in motion.

* Sec. 4. AS 28.35.161(c) is am ended to read:

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) o f  this section do not apply to

(1) portable cellular telephones or personal data assistants being used 

for voice [VERBAL] com m unication or displaying caller identification inform ation;

(2) equipm ent that is displaying only

(A) audio equipm ent inform ation, functions, and controls;

(B) vehicle inform ation or controls related to speed, fuel level, 

battery charge, and other vehicle safety or equipm ent information;

(C) navigation or global positioning;

(D) maps;

(E) visual information to

(i) enhance or supplem ent the driver's view forward, 

behind, or to the sides o f  the m otor vehicle for the purpose o f  

m aneuvering the vehicle; or

(ii) allow the driver to m onitor vehicle occupants seated 

behind the driver;

(F) vehicle dispatching and response information for motor

-2-
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vehicles providing em ergency road service or roadside assistance;

(G) vehicle dispatching inform ation for passenger transport or 

freight or package delivery;

(H) inform ation for use in perform ing highway construction, 

m aintenance, or repair or data acquisition by the D epartm ent o f  Transportation 

and Public Facilities or a m unicipality; or

(I) inform ation for use in perform ing utility construction, 

m aintenance, repair, or data acquisition by a public utility; in this 

subparagraph, "public utility" has the m eaning given in AS 42.05.990.
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27-LSO155\I

IN THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW EN TY -SEV EN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/9/11 
Referred: Judiciary, Finance

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES MUNOZ AND HERRON, Gruenberg

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act prohibiting the use o f a cellular telephone when driving a motor vehicle; and 

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.35 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.35.165. Prohibited use of cellular telephone, (a) A person may not 

use a cellular telephone when driving a m otor vehicle on a highway or vehicular way 

or area.

(b) This section does not apply to a person

(1) using a cellular telephone for em ergency purposes, including an 

em ergency call to a law enforcem ent agency, fire departm ent, or other emergency 

services agency or entity; or

(2) 18 years o f  age or older using a cellular telephone by hands-free

mode.

(c) In this section,

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 22(TRA)

HB0022b -1-
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1 (1) "em ergency" has the m eaning given in AS 42.20.150;

2 (2) "hands-free mode" m eans use o f  a cellular telephone for listening

3 or talking by m eans o f  a speaker function, headset, or earpiece w ithout holding the

4 telephone.

5 (d) A person who violates this section is guilty o f  an infraction and may be

6 punished as provided under AS 28.90.010.

7 * Sec. 2. This A ct takes effect July 1, 2011.

CSHB 22(TRA) -2- HB0022b
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TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVES MUNOZ AND HERRON 

Introduced: 1/18/11
Referred: Transportation, Judiciary, Finance

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 22

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act prohibiting the use o f a cellular telephone when driving a motor vehicle; and

2 providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 28.35 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

5 Sec. 28.35.165. Prohibited use of cellular telephone, (a) A person may not

6 use a cellular telephone when driving a m otor vehicle on a highw ay or vehicular way

7 or area.

8 (b) This section does not apply to a person using a cellular telephone

9 (1) for emergency purposes, including an em ergency call to a law

10 enforcem ent agency, fire departm ent, or other em ergency services agency or entity; or

11 (2) that has a voice-activated or hands-free m ode or configuration if

12 the telephone is used in a voice-activated or hands-free manner.

13 (c) A person who violates this section is guilty o f  an infraction and may be

14 punished as provided under AS 28.90.010.

HB0022a -1-
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* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 2011.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a t h y  M u n o z

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Carl Gatto
Judiciary Chair

CC: Sarah Munson
Committee Aide

FROM: Representative Cathy Munoz

DATE: March 9, 2011

RE: Explanation o f Changes to CS for HB22 (TRA)

The Elouse Transportation Committee adopted an amendment to HB22 which would prohibit the 
use o f cell phones for individuals under the age of 18 (including prohibiting the use o f hands-free 
devices and a speaker function). Committee members stated teen drivers are more at risk for 
causing a collision due to their inexperience of driving - this has also been sighted in numerous 
studies. For those 18 years o f age and over the use o f a hands-free device is still permitted while 
operating a motor vehicle to accommodate commercial drivers, tour operators and other to allow 
flexibility.

S t a t e  C a p i t o i , • J u n e a u , A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  • (907) 4 6 5 - 3 7 4 4  • F a x  (907) 4 6 5- 2 2 1 3
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e _ C a t h y _ M u n o /,@l e g i s .s t a t k .a k .u s


