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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a t h y  M u n o z

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Wes Keller
Health and Social Services Chair

CC: Janet Ogan
Committee Aide

FROM: Representative

DATE: February 15, 201

RE: HCR 3 Hearing Request

Please schedule HCR 3 -  Promoting the Safety & Protections of Older Alaskans for a hearing in 
House Health and Social Services Committee at your earliest convenience.

Attached to this memo please find the following documents

• HCR 3 -  Promoting the Safety & Protections of Older Alaskans
• Sponsor Statement
• Support Letters
• Fact Sheet from Senior & Disabilities Services
• Press Release Alaska Commission on Aging
• Expected Testimony

o Denise Daniello, Executive Director, Alaska Commission on Aging, 465-4879

Office Contact: Kendra Kloster, 465-4712, Kendra kloster@legis.state.ak.us 

Thank You.

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  • J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  • ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 4 4  • f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 2 1 3  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ^  a t h y _ M u n o z @ l e g i s .  s t a t e ,  a k .  u s
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R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  C a t h y  M u n o z

H C R  3 -  Prom oting the Safety and Protection o f  Older A laskans

A  devastating problem  o f  elder abuse has been  on the rise in A laska. O ver 
the past four years A dult Protection Services in the Departm ent o f  Health  
and Social Services has received  an alarm ing 169% increase in the reports o f  
harm. The O m budsm an O ffice for Long-term  Care has seen  a corresponding  
increase in the reports o f  harm at 200% in the past three years. The m ost 
com m on allegations are self-neglect, abuse, neglect, and financial 
exploitation.

Older A laskans enrich the lives o f  our com m unities and provide know ledge  
o f  culture and history. A s the population o f  older A laskans continues to 
increase it is essential w e  recognize the com plex  health needs and services  
w hich need to be offered to provide independence and dignity to every  
individual.

I encourage all A laskans to take a step forward in recognizing this grow ing  
problem . Y our support o f  H C R  3 w ill help to raise aw areness o f  elder abuse 
and w ill prom ote the safety and protection o f  older A laskans.



Adult Protective Services -  Quick Fact Sheet
Issue: Reports of Harm for Alaskan Elders

The fo llo w in g  analysis focuses on reports  o f  harm  received  by A d u lt P ro tective  Services (APS) 
th a t  involved Alaskan elders, iden tified  as ind iv id u a ls  w h o  w e re  6 0  years  o r o ld e r a t th e  tim e  o f  
rep o rt. The follow ing analysis represents data fo r fiscal years 2009 and 2010.

The a v e ra g e  age o f  e ld ers  w h o  have been th e  subject o f  a sub stantia ted  APS rep o rt o f  harm  fo r  
both  FY09 and FY10 w as 7 5  yea rs  o ld .

T h e re  w e re  a to ta l o f 7 0 1  reports  o f harm  fo r Alaskan e lders in FY09. O f these , 3 0 8  w e re  
sub stan tia ted  and th e  rem ain in g  393  w e re  unsubstan tia ted . In FY10 th e re  w e re  813  to ta l  
reports  o f harm  fo r Alaskan elders. O f those, 343  w e re  sub stan tia ted , and th e  rem ain in g  4 7 0  
w e re  unsubstan tia ted .

Regional Analysis of APS Substantiated Reports of Harm:

Region FY09 % of total FY10 % of total
A n c h o r a g e  R e g io n 1 5 6 5 0 . 7 % 1 7 6 5 1 . 3 %

I n t e r i o r  R e g io n 2 9 9 . 4 % 3 2 9 . 3 %

N o r t h w e s t  R e g io n 5 1 . 6% 8 2 . 3 %

S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g io n 7 2 2 3 . 4 % 9 8 2 8 . 6 %

S o u t h e a s t  R e g io n 2 6 8 . 4 % 1 7 5 . 0 %

S o u t h w e s t  R e g io n 20 6 . 5 % 1 2 3 . 5 %

Total number of 
substantiated cases 308 100.0% 343 100.0%

Abuse, Exploitation, and/or Neglect by a Family Member:

Family member involvement FY09 % of total FY10 % of total
C a s e s  in v o lv in g  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s 7 8 2 5 . 3 % 9 0 2 6 . 2 %

Total number of 
substantiated cases 308 100.0% 343 100.0%
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Substantiated Allegation Analysis:

Type of allegation FY09 % of total FY10 % of total
Abandonment 3 1.0% 4 1.2%
Abuse-Mental 19 6.2% 30 8.7%
Abuse-Physical 19 6.2% 30 8.7%
Abuse-Sexual 1 0.3% 0 0.0%
Exploitation-Financial 66 21.4% 64 18.7%
Exploitation-Person 3 1.0% 12 3.5%
Neglect 47 15.3% 32 9.3%
Self-Neglect 150 48.6% 171 49.9%

Total number of 
substantiated allegations 308 100.0% 343 100.0%

Gender Analysis:

Gender FY09 % of total FY10 % of total
M ale 115 37.3% 144 42.0%
Female 193 62.7% 199 58.0%

Total number of 
substantiated cases 308 100.0% 343 100.0%
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P R E S S  R E L E A S E
A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g
F e b ru a ry  1 7 ,  2 0 0 9

W e ' r e  # 1 :  A l a s k a  T o p s  i n  S e n i o r  P o p u l a t i o n  

G r o w t h

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  pe o p le  a g e  6 5  an d  o ld e r  g re w  fa s te r  in A laska  th a n  in 
a n y  o th e r  s ta te  d ur ing  th e  d e cad e  b e tw e e n  1 9 9 7  an d  2 0 0 7 .  S en io rs  still 
m a k e  up ju s t  e le v e n  p e rc e n t  o f A laska 's  p o p u la t io n ,  a fa r  lo w er  
p ro p o rt io n  th a n  in s ta te s  like Florida o r  A r izo n a . But w ith  a g ro w th  ra te  
o f 4 9 . 6  p e rc e n t  in th e  las t ten  y e a rs ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f o ld e r  A la ska n s  is 
inc reas ing  a t  a ra te  m o re  th a n  fo u r  t im e s  th e  na tio n a l a v e ra g e .

For y e a rs ,  N e v a d a  laid c la im  to  th e  fa s te s t -g ro w in g  se n io r  p op u la t ion  in 
th e  U .S . As o f  th is  y e a r ,  it has fa l len  to  second p lace.

T h e  surpris ing  sta tis tics  c o n ju re  up im a g e s  o f  sen iors  packing  up th e ir  
ho u seh o ld s  an d  m ig ra t in g  to  th e  fro ze n  4 9 th s ta te  en m a sse . A re  w a g o n  
tra in s  o f  o ld e r  A m e r ic a n s  in W in n e b a g o s  m o to r in g  up th e  A laska  
H ig h w a y ,  b e ar in g  signs th a t  re a d , "L as t  F ro n t ie r  or Bust"?

N o t e x a c t ly .  In  fa c t ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f  sen io rs  leav in g  A laska  is ro u g h ly  
eq u a l to  th e  n u m b e r  w h o  m o v e  h e re . O u t -m ig r a t io n  p a t te rn s  h a v e  n o t  
ch a n g e d  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  in decad e s . M a n y  A la ska n s  still re t ire  to  w a r m e r ,  
s u n n ie r  locations . So w h a t  ex p la in s  th e  s e n io r  po p u la t io n  surge?

W h a t  w e 're  w itn ess in g  is n o t a c h a n g e  in c u r re n t  re t i re e  p re fe re n c e s  b u t  
ra th e r  th e  m a tu r in g  o f  p a s t  t re n d s  in A laskan  p op u la t ion  m o v e m e n ts .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  w o r k in g -a g e  people  m ig ra te d  to  A laska  during  th e  1 9 7 0 s  
oil p ip e lin e  co nstru c tion  and th e  e ra  o f  p o s t -p ip e l in e  sp end in g  g ro w th  in 
th e  e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s .  W ith  th e  co n t in e n ta l  U .S . e x p e r ie n c in g  a s te e p  
recession d u r ing  t h a t  p e r io d , y o u n g  p e o p le ,  m a n y  o f  th e m  born in th e  
1 9 4 0 s  an d  1 9 5 0 s ,  m o v e d  north  to  fill jo b s  in th e  s ta te 's  ra p id ly -  
e x p a n d in g  e c o n o m y .

T h e  n e w  a r r iv a ls  p u t  d ow n roots in A la ska ;  th e y  b o u g h t  h o m e s , raised  
fa m il ie s ,  an d  e n jo y e d  th e  s ta te 's  n a tu ra l  b e a u ty  and  rug ged  o u td o o r  
l i fes ty le . N o w  h e a d in g  into  th e ir  r e t i r e m e n t  y e a rs ,  a la rge  n u m b e r  o f  
th e m  a re  choosing to  s tay .

T h e  se le c t iv e  m ig ra t io n  o f  th o u s a n d s  of peo p le  in a l im ited  a g e  ra n g e  
d u ring  th e  1 9 7 0 s  and  e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s  c re a te d  a po p u la t io n  sp ike  w h ich  has
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s te a d ily  m o v e d  into  h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  a g e  gro ups . Like th e  "pig  inside  
th e  p y th o n ,"  th is  c o n c e n tra te d  p o p u la t io n  m a y  e v e n  d e c re a s e  s lightly  
o v e r  t im e ,  b u t it re m a in s  a la rg e , v is ib le  a n o m a ly  in th e  s ta te 's  
d e m o g ra p h ic  p o r tra it .  (To  v ie w  th e  p op u la t ion  d is tr ibu tion  by a g e  
g ro u p , go to  h t tp : / / la b o r s t a t s .a la s k a .q o v /? P A G E ID = 6 7 & S U B ID = 1 1 5  and  
click on th e  g ra p h  o f  "A laska 's  C h a n g in g  P o pu la t ion"  to  see th e  c h an g e s  
unfo ld  o v e r  t im e . )

I t 's  t ru e  th a t  o th e r  s ta te s '  po p u la t io n s  h a v e  p ro m in e n t  b a b y  b o o m e r  
s e g m e n ts  as w e ll.  But b ecause  so m a n y  o f  A laska 's  b o o m e r  and  
s l ig h t ly -o ld e r  re s id e n ts  a rr iv e d  d ur ing  a n a rro w  band  o f  t im e ,  leav in g  
th e ir  p a re n ts '  g e n e ra t io n  beh ind  in th e i r  s ta tes  o f  o r ig in , o u r  s ta te  has  
long had p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  re s id e n ts  in th e  b o o m e r  and s l ig h tly -  
o ld e r  a g e  g ro u p s  th a n  o th e r  s ta te s .

In  a d d it io n  to  th o s e  w h o  m o v e d  to  A laska  fro m  e ls e w h e re ,  A laska  
N a t iv e s  -  w h o s e  n u m b e rs  had also e x p a n d e d  rap id ly  dur ing  th e  " b a b y  
b o o m "  era  -  a re  h ig h ly  like ly  to  re m a in  in th e  s ta te  dur ing  th e i r  sen io r  
y e a rs .

In c re a s e s  in life e x p e c ta n c y  also p lay  a role in th e  increas ing  n u m b e r  o f  
sen iors . In  fa c t ,  th e  fa s te s t -g ro w in g  a g e  g ro u p  in A laska  is th e  8 5 - a n d -  
o ld e r  g ro u p . In d iv id u a ls  in th is g ro u p  a re  th e  m o s t  likely  to  be in frail 
h e a l th ,  d is a b le d ,  an d  in need  o f  s u p p o rt iv e  serv ices .

F ina lly , th e  ag ing  p a re n ts  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  1 9 7 0 s  an d  1 9 8 0 s  m ig ra n ts  do  
c o m e  to  A la ska  to  be c a red  fo r  by  th e i r  o ffspring  in th e ir  la te r  y e a rs .  
H o w e v e r ,  th e r e  is no ind ication  t h a t  th is  g ro u p  re p re s e n ts  a la rge  
p ro p o rt io n  o f  o u r  s ta te 's  seniors .

O u r  fa s t -g ro w in g  s e n io r  p op u la t ion  p r im a r i ly  consists n o t o f  n e w c o m e rs  
f ro m  o th e r  s ta te s  b u t  o f  o u r  lo n g - t im e  fr ie n d s  an d  n e ig h b o rs ,  th o s e  w h o  
bu ilt  up m a n y  o f  m o d e rn  A laska 's  in s t itu t io n s  and  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s '  
in fra s tru c tu re s .

W h ile  th e  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  o f  sen iors  m e a n s  A laska  m u s t  inc rease  its  
c a p a c ity  to  su p p ly  th e  serv ices and  su pports  th e y  will n e e d , th e  s ta te  
can e x p e c t  a n e t  ga in  in its q u a l i ty  o f  life th a n k s  to  th e  p re sen ce  of  
m o re  o ld e r  A la ska n s . As v o lu n te e rs  in civic e n te rp r is e s ,  ca re g iv e rs  
w ith in  th e ir  fa m il ie s ,  an d  m e n to rs  o f  cu ltu ra l an d  pro fess iona l  
a c h ie v e m e n t ,  n o t to  m e n t io n  th e  e s t im a te d  $ 1 .6  billion th e y  c o n tr ib u te  
a n n u a l ly  to  th e  s ta te 's  e c o n o m y , sen iors  re p re s e n t  an in c o m p a ra b le  
as se t  fo r  A laska .
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O th e r  s ta te s ,  an d  e v e n  s o m e  cit ies, in v e s t  in ad v e r t is in g  c a m p a ig n s  to  
a t t r a c t  s e n io r  re s id e n ts  to  th e ir  c o m m u n it ie s .  T h e y  rec o g n ize  th e  
t r e m e n d o u s  e c o n o m ic  and  c o m m u n ity  le a d e rs h ip  b e n e f its  sen iors  bring  
w ith  t h e m .  T h e  " r e t i r e m e n t  in d u s try "  is w e l l -k n o w n  as one  o f  th e  m o s t  
p os it ive  c o n tr ib u to rs  to  a n y  e c o n o m y . Accord ing  to  th e  R e p o r t  on th e  
E co n o m ic  W e l l -B e in g  o f  A laska  S e n io rs  ( 2 0 0 7 ) ,  th e  r e t i r e m e n t  pension  
a n d  h e a lth  ca re  fund s  th is  in d u s try  d ra w s  in a re  s p e n t  locally  ( t r ig g e r in g  
an e c o n o m ic  m u lt ip l ie r  e f fe c t ) ,  and  se n io r  sp en d in g  is s ta b le ,  y e a r -  
ro u n d ,  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  b e n ig n , c o m p a t ib le  w ith  o th e r  in d u s tr ies , and  
he lps  p ro d u ce  e c o n o m ie s  of scale (p a r t ic u la r ly  in h e a lth  c a re )  w h ich  
b e n e f i t  all s e g m e n ts  o f  th e  p op u la t ion .

A la ska  has th e  im m e n s e  good fo r tu n e  to  be rap id ly  g a in ing  sen iors  w ith  
no pub lic  in v e s tm e n t  in ad v e rt is in g  a t  all. O u r  sen io rs  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  
la te s t  g re a te s t  A m e r ic a n  re t i r e m e n t  bo o m  -  w i th o u t  h a v in g  to  pack  
th e i r  bags o r  a b a n d o n  th e ir  fa v o r ite  peop le  and places. A nd  A laska  will 
b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e i r  w is d o m , p e rs p e c t iv e ,  an d  c o m m u n ity  co n tr ib u tio n s .

R e fe re n c e s :

A  P r o f i l e  o f  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s :  2 0 0 8 ,  A d m in is tra t io n  on A g in g , U .S .  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a lth  an d  H u m a n  Serv ices :  
h t t p : / /w w w .m o w a a .o r q /D o c u m e n t .D o c ? id = 6 9

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  &  W o r k f o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n  w e b s i t e :
h t tp  : / / l a b o r s ta ts .a la s k a .q o v /? P A G E ID = 6 7 & S U B ID  =  1 1 5

R e p o r t  o n  t h e  E c o n o m i c  W e l l - B e i n g  o f  A l a s k a  S e n i o r s  ( 2 0 0 7 ) :
h t t p : / /w w w .h s s .s ta te .a k .u s /a c o a /d o c u m e n ts /s e n io r W e l lb e in q R e p o r t .p d f
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G u id in g  P rin c ip le s  o f 
A d u lt P ro te c tion

W H O  M U S T  R E P O R T ?
Physicians or other licensed health care 

providers
Mental health professionals including 
licensed marital and family therapists

Pharmacists
Nursing home, residential care, and health 

care facility administrators
Guardians and Conservators

Police Officers
Village Public Safety Officers

Village Health Aids
Social Workers

Members of the Clergy
Personal Care Attendant

Home Health Aide
Emergency Medical Technician or 

Paramedic
Caregiver of Vulnerable Adults

Certified Nurses Aide

Employees of service grant agencies 
funded by the Department of Administration 

for the provision of services to older 
Alaskans, the Department of Health and 

Social Services, and the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

ANY PERSON MAY REPORT.

DESIGNATIONS OF OTHERS TO 
PROVIDE PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Alaska law authorizes the Division 
of Senior Services to designate and 
train other state agencies, commu­
nity service providers, or individuals 
to provide protective services.

• When interests compete, the adult 
client is the person we are 
charged to serve; not the com­
munity concerned about safety, 
the landlords concerned about 
property, citizens concerned about 
crime or morality, families con­
cerned about their own health or 
finances.

• When interests compete, the adult 
client is in charge of decision­
making until she or he voluntarily 
delegates responsibility to another 
or the court grants responsibility to 
another.

• Freedom is more important than 
safety. The person can choose to 
live in harm or even self- 
destructively provided she or he 
has the capacity to choose, does 
not harm others, and commits no 
crime.

• In the ideal case, protection of 
adults seeks to achieve simulta­
neously, and in order of 
importance: freedom, safety, least 
disruption of life-style and least 
restrictive care alternative.

To obtain copies of 
Alaska Statute 47.24.010-.900.

Contact the 
D ivision of Senior and 
D isabilities Services 

at 1-800-478-9996 
or 269-3666 in Anchorage

P r o g r a m  I n f o r m a t i o n  

L e g a l  R i g h t s  

S e r v i c e s

Div. of Senior and Disabilities Services 
D e p artm en t of H ealth  & Social Serv ices  

5 5 0  W . 8 th Ave  
A n chorage , A K  99501

1 -8 0 0 -4 7 8 -9 9 9 6
Anchorage: 2 6 9 -3 6 6 6
Fax: 2 6 9 -3 6 4 8

Fairbanks

Jun eau

4 5 1 -3 1 8 7  
Fax: 4 5 1 -3 1 8 6

4 6 5 -4 7 9 1  
Fax: 4 6 5 -4 6 6 5

www.hss.state.ak.us/dsds/aps.htm
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R IG H T S  O F  
V U L N E R A B L E  A D U L T S

•  R ight to exp ect that inform ation  
abo ut one will be shared  only on a  
n eed  to know  basis and only as  
n ec essary  to insure that on e  can  
receive  coord inated  serv ices and  
protection.

•  R ight to give inform ed consent in 
accepting  services.

•  R ight to have serv ices de livered  in 
the least restrictive m an n e r that 
m eets  o n e ’s needs.

•  R ight to voluntarily accep t or reject 
services excep t w h ere  the vu ln era ­
ble adult lacks decision m aking  
capacity , is unab le  to consent, or is 
incapacita ted .

•  R ight to receive  ass istance through  
utilizing fam ily  and o ther inform al 
support system s.

•  R ight to all possib le a lte rn atives  to  
form al legal action in the form  of 
guard ianship  or conservatorsh ip  
excep t w h ere  decision m aking  
cap ac ity  is lacking or protection of 
the  adult requires it.

WHAT IS ADULT PROTECTION?

S E R V IC E S  T H A T  P R E V E N T  O R  S T O P  
H A R M  F R O M  O C C U R R IN G  T O  

V U L N E R A B L E  A D U L T S  
A laska  law  requires that protective  
serv ices not in terfere with the e lderly  or 
disab led  adults w ho are  cap ab le  of 
caring for them selves .____________________

V u ln erab le  adults have a  physical or 
m ental im pairm ent or condition that 
prevents  them  from  protecting them selves  
or from  seeking  help from  so m eo n e  else.
A laska  law  defines vu lnerab le  adults to 
include adults 18 years  of ag e  or older, 
not just the elderly.
T h e  harm  they suffer m ay result from  
aban d o n m en t, abuse, exploitation, neg lect 
or self-neg lect.
A B A N D O N M E N T  is the desertion of a  
vu lnerab le  adult by a  careg iver.
A B U S E  is the intentional or reckless non­
accidenta l non -therapeutic  infliction of 
pain, injury, or m ental d istress, or sexual 
assault.
E X P L O IT A T IO N  is the unjust or im proper 
use of an o th er person or their resources  
for o n e ’s own benefit.
N E G L E C T  is the intentional fa ilure of 
careg ive r to provide essential services.
S E L F -N E G L E C T  is the act or om ission by 
a vu lnerab le  adult that results, or could  
result in the deprivation of essential 
services n ecessary  to m aintain  m inim al 
m ental, em otional, or physical health  and  
safety.

S e e  A la s k a  S ta tu te  4 7 .2 4 .0 1 0 .9 0 0  
(A m e n d e d  1 9 9 4 )

EXAMPLES OF SERVICES

Inform ation and R eferral
Investigation of R eports

Protective P lacem en t
Guardianship/Conservatorship Counseling

C a re  C oordination  
Train ing  and designation  

of local com m unity resources  
to provide services.

WHAT MUST BE REPORTED?

A n y incident in which a  vu lnerab le  adult 
suffers harm  from  abandonm en t, 
explo itation, abu se , neg lect, or self 
neg lect. If in doubt, m ake  the report.

MAKE REPORTS TO WHOM?

R eports  can  be m ad e  to the central 
reporting num ber for the Division of 
S en io r S erv ices  within 2 4  hours at 1- 
8 0 0 -4 7 8 -9 9 9 6 . R eports  can  be m ad e  to 
local law  en fo rcem en t ag en c ies  in the  
even t that a  report cannot be m ad e  to  
the Division. Local law  en fo rcem en t 
ag e n c ies  a re  m an d a ted  to investigate  
and  take  appropria te  action to protect 
vu lnerab le  adults.

IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY

Persons w ho m ake  reports in good faith  
are  im m une from  liability and protected  
by law  from  retaliation.

CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORT

Investigation reports and reports of the  
ab an d o n m en t, abu se , exploitation, 
neg lect, or se lf-neg lect of a  vu lnerab le  
adult a re  confidential and a re  not 
sub ject to public inspection and copying.

Investigation reports m ay be used by 
app ro pria te  ag en c ies  or individuals  
inside and outside the state  in con n ec­
tion with investigations or judicial 
proceed ings involving the abandonm en t, 
abu se , exploitation, neg lect, or se lf­
neg lect of a  vu lnerab le  adult.

Individuals w ho report abandonm en t, 
abu se , exp lo itation, neg lect, or se lf­
neg lect of a  vu lnerab le  adult m ay  
rem ain anonym ous.
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The Honorable Wes Keller, Chair 
House Health and Social Services Committee 
Alaska Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HCR 3 (Munoz)—Support

Dear Chair Keller:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on the House 
Health and Social Services Committee to support HCR 3, authored by Representative Cathy Munoz.

HCR 3 will put a spotlight on the problems of elder abuse in our state.

AARP’s policies on personal and legal rights are guided by six principles.

Protections against discrimination—strong and expansive legal protections against discrimination

Freedom from exploitation and abuse—strong legal protections against, and effective protective 
services addressing, all forms of exploitation and abuse of incapacitated and vulnerable adults

Safeguarding rights'—strong procedural and substantive safeguards to protect individual rights

Choice—legal support for the right of competent adults to protect their wishes and desires in the 
event they become unable to make or express their own decisions

Enforcement—rigorous enforcement of civil rights and other statutes protecting the rights and 
safety of individuals

Redress and support for victims—full availability of the court system to obtain redress for rights 
violations, not limited by circumstances such as disability or ability to pay

Alaska should support the formation and ongoing operation of multidisciplinary teams to address 
elder abuse issues that cannot be effectively resolved by a single discipline and tram professionals 
from a variety of disciplines (including prosecutors, police officers, troopers, lawyers, employees of 
financial institutions, and APS agencies) to improve detection, investigation, and enforcement 
regarding cases of abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

Will HCR 3 end physical, financial and self-abuse? No. Will it help all Alaskans become more 
aware of what can and should be done to prevent and resolve these problems? Yes.

AARP requests an “AYE” vote on HCR 3.
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Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-3637) or 
Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506  
Juneau, A K  99801  
586-3637  (voice)
463-3580  (fax)

CC: Vice-Chair Alan Dick
Representative Bob Herron 
Representative Paul Seaton 
Representative Beth Kerttula 
Representative Bob Miller 
Representative Charisse Millett 
Representative Cathy Munoz
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