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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n d s e y  H o l m e s

House Bill 61 Sponsor Statement 
An Act relating to a registry for advance health care directives.

An advance health care directive is a document that allows a person to designate what health 
care they wish to receive and who can make medical decisions for them in the case that they 
are incapacitated. Alaska Statute 13.52.010 provides that anyone may fill out an advance 
health care directive, but it does not provide a system to store and access these important 
documents.

Medical emergencies can occur at any place at any time. A person may be on vacation and 
not have a copy of their advance health care directive with them, or family members may 
simply be too distraught to remember or find a copy of the directive. In cases like these, 
medical professionals and family members need an effective tool to locate and access 
information on a patient’s health care wishes.

House Bill 71 would establish a voluntary registry of advance health care directives for the 
State of Alaska. The registry would be strictly voluntary—no person would ever be required 
to submit his or her advance health care directive to the registry, and directives not filed with 
the registry would remain every bit as valid. Other features of the registry include:

• Hospitals and similar health care facilities would have 24-hour online access to 
their patients’ records in case of emergencies.

• A person or his or her agent, guardian or surrogate would be able to request 
copies of their directive.

• The Department of Health and Social Services would be able to charge modest 
fees to pay for administrative costs of the registry.

• All advance health care directives in the registry would be confidential.
• An individual could update or remove his or her advance health care directive 

from the registry at any time.

A number of other states already use an advance health care directive registry to ensure that 
patients’ wishes are available to guide the decisions of doctors and loved ones during medical 
emergencies.

Please join me in helping to ensure that Alaskans’ medical decisions are respected by 
supporting this legislation.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n d s e y  H o l m e s

House Bill 61 Sectional Analysis 
“An Act relating to a registry for advance health care directives.”

Section 1. Protects a health care facility from civil or criminal liability for two listed types of 
actions related to the directive registry.

Section 2. This is the primary authorizing section for the directive registry. It has several 
subsections that do the following:

(a) Directs the Department of Health and Social Services to create and maintain the 
registry. It indicates that the registry shall consist solely of the names and scanned 
copies of advance health care directives o f individuals who register.

(b) Establishes that filing an advance health care directive in the registry is voluntary, 
through use o f the term “may”.

(c) Makes it clear that the registry is completely confidential. It allows the 
Department to release a copy of a person’s directive to the individual who created 
it, the guardian or other agent of the individual, or a hospital in the state where the 
individual is a patient. Additionally, it allows the Department to provide a copy of 
the directive to a hospital in another state if  it is requested by the individual or 
their guardian, agent or surrogate.

(d) Directs the Department to make the registry viewable online for hospitals here in 
the state (in case of emergencies).

(e) Clarifies that the Department will not review directives submitted to the registry 
for their legal validity.

(I) Allows that an individual can remove their directive from the registry at any time.

(g) Clarifies that filing a directive with the registry does not affect its validity and 
that a directive can be revoked or changed without informing the registry.

(h) Allows the Department to charge a fee for filing a registry to recoup 
administrative costs, but prohibits the Department from charging a fee for 
removing a directive from the registry.

(i) Empowers the Department to make regulations to ensure that people who attempt 
to access a directive in the registry are allowed to have access to a directive.
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(j) Empowers the Department to make regulations regarding regular maintenance on 
the registry, including removing directives that are old or out of date.

(k) Protects the Department and its employees from legal liability for regular 
operation o f the registry.

(1) Provides definitions of registry and directive.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A TE  O F A L A S K A
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

I d e n t i f i e r  ( f i l e  n a m e ) :  H B 0 6 1 - D H S S - E P - 0 4 - 0 6 - 1 1

T i t l e A d v a n c e  H e a l t h  C a r e  D i r e c t i v e s  R e g i s t r y

S p o n s o r

R e q u e s t e r

R e p .  L i n d s e y  H o l m e s

H o u s e  H S S  C o m m i t t e e

Expenditures/Revenues

F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r :  

Bill  V e r s i o n :

( )  P u b l i s h  D a t e :

H B 0 6 1

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e sD e p t .  A f f e c t e d :  _

A p p r o p r i a t i o n :   ______________________________

A l l o c a t i o n :  E m e r g e n c y  P r o g r a m s

P u b l i c  H e a l t h

O M B  C o m p o n e n t  N u m b e r 2 8 7 7

(Thousands of Dollars)
N o t e :  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n f l a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e l o w .

A p p r o p r i a t i o n

R e q u i r e d I n f o r m a t i o n

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2 0 1 2 F Y  2 0 1 2 F Y  2 0 1 3 F Y  2 0 1 4 F Y  2 0 1 5 F Y  2 0 1 6 F Y  2 0 1 7

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

T r a v e l

S e r v i c e s

C o m m o d i t i e s

C a p i t a l  O u t l a y

G r a n t s

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

1 2 4 . 8 1 2 4 . 8 9 3 . 6 6 2 . 4 6 2 . 4 6 2 . 4

1 0 . 0 5 . 0 5 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0

5 6 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0

4 . 0 2 . 0 2 . 0 1 . 0 1 . 0 1 . 0

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 1 9 4 . 8 0 . 0 1 4 6 . 8 1 1 5 . 6 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4

C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S

C H A N G E  IN  

R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E ______________________________________________________________________________________( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s

1 0 0 3  G F  M a t c h

1 0 0 4  G F

1 0 0 5  G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s  

1 0 3 7  G F / M e n t a l  H e a l t h  

O t h e r  ( p l e a s e  i d e n t i f y )

1 9 4 . 8 0 . 0 1 4 6 . 8 1 1 5 . 6 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4

T O T A L 1 9 4 . 8 0 . 0 1 4 6 . 8 1 1 5 . 6 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4 8 2 . 4

E s t i m a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 2 0 1 1 )  c o s t :  

P O S I T I O N S

F u l l - t i m e 1 . 0 1 . 0 0 . 7 5 0 . 5 0 . 5 0 . 5

P a r t - t i m e

T e m p o r a r y

W h y  t h i s  f i s c a l  n o t e  d i f f e r s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  v e r s i o n  ( i f  i n i t i a l  v e r s i o n ,  p l e a s e  n o t e  a s  s u c h )

Not applicable. Initial version.

P r e p a r e d  b y :  W a r d  B .  H u r l b u r t ,  M . D . ,  M P H ,  C h i e f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r / D i r e c t o r   P h o n e  2 6 9 - 6 6 8 0 __________

D i v i s i o n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h   D a t e / T i m e  2 / 2 / 1 1  1 2 : 0 0  A M

A p p r o v e d  b y :  A l i s o n  E l g e e ,  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r _____________________________________________________________  D a t e  4 / 6 / 2 0 1 1 ___________

D H S S  F i n a n c e  &  M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e s __________________________________________________________
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F IS C A L  N O TE

Analysis:

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n  a d v a n c e  h e a l t h  c a r e  d i r e c t i v e  s y s t e m  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  c e n t r a l  r e g i s t r y  f o r  a c c e s s  

b y  h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  M o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  L i v i n g  W i l l  R e g i s t r y  

s y s t e m ,  A l a s k a  w i l l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  r e g i s t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  d a t a  s e c u r e l y  w i t h  2 4 / 7  a c c e s s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  

c o s t  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  r e g i s t e r  o r  t o  t h e  p r o v i d e r  t o  a c c e s s .  S t a r t  u p  c o n t r a c t u a l  c o s t s  o f  $ 5 6 . 0  i n c l u d e  t r a i n i n g ,  

s o f t w a r e ,  l i c e n s i n g ,  a n d  s y s t e m  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  O n g o i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  a n n u a l  l i c e n s e  o f  $ 1 5 . 0  b a s e d  o n  l e s s  t h a n  7 4 9  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .  A c t u a l  c o s t s  v a r y  s l i g h t l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  O n e  F T E ,  a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S p e c i a l i s t  II 

( R 2 0 / A )  a t  a  s a l a r y  o f  $ 7 9 . 9  p l u s  $ 4 4 . 9  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s e c u r e  s y s t e m ,  r e s p o n d  t o  a  t o l l -  

f r e e  h o t l i n e ,  s u p p o r t  u s e r s  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  t r a v e l  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  

i n c l u d e  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  B y  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  

o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s  c a n  b e  s c a l e d  b a c k  t o  0 . 7 5  F T E  a n d  l e v e l  o f f  a t  0 . 5  F T E  t h e r e a f t e r .

ST A TE  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  NO. HB061
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE O F A L A S K A  cost + codes
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

I d e n t i f i e r  ( f i l e  n a m e )  H B 0 6 1 - D H S S - E P - 1 2 - 1 6 - 1 1

Bill  V e r s i o n  

F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r  

P u b l i s h  D a t e

H B 0 6 1

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

T i t l e A d v a n c e  H e a l t h  C a r e  D i r e c t i v e s  R e g i s t r y

S p o n s o r

R e q u e s t e r

R e p .  H o l m e s

D e p t .  A f f e c t e d  _

A p p r o p r i a t i o n   ______________________________

A l l o c a t i o n  E m e r g e n c y  P r o g r a m s

P u b l i c  H e a l t h

H o u s e  H S S  C o m m i t t e e

Expenditures/Revenues

 O M B  C o m p o n e n t  N u m b e r

(Thousands of Dollars)______

2 8 7 7

N o t e :  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n f l a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e l o w .

F Y 1 3

A p p r o p r i a t i o n

R e q u e s t e d

I n c l u d e d  in 

G o v e r n o r ' s  

F Y 1 3  

R e q u e s t

O u t - Y e a r  C o s t  E s t i m a t e s

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y 1 3 F Y 1 3 F Y 1 4 F Y 1 5 F Y 1 6 F Y 1 7 F Y 1 8

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

T r a v e l

S e r v i c e s

C o m m o d i t i e s

C a p i t a l  O u t l a y

G r a n t s ,  B e n e f i t s

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

1 1 0 . 0 1 1 0 . 0 8 2 . 5 5 5 . 0 5 5 . 0 5 5 . 0

1 0 . 0 5 . 0 5 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0

5 6 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0

4 . 0 2 . 0 2 . 0 1 . 0 1 . 0 1 . 0

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 1 8 0 . 0 0 . 0 1 3 2 . 0 1 0 4 . 5 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0

F U N D  S O U R C E ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

1 0 0 2 F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s

1 0 0 3 G F  M a t c h

1 0 0 4 G F 1 8 0 . 0 1 3 2 . 0 1 0 4 . 5 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0

1 0 0 5 G F / P r g m  ( D G F )

1 0 3 7 G F / M H  ( U G F )

1 1 7 8 t e m p  c o d e  ( U G F )

T O T A L 1 8 0 . 0 0 . 0 1 3 2 . 0 1 0 4 . 5 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0 7 5 . 0

P O S I T I O N S

F u l l - t i m e 1 . 0 1 0 . 7 5 0 . 5 0 . 5 0 . 5

P a r t - t i m e

T e m p o r a r y

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S

E s t i m a t e d  S U P P L E M E N T A L  ( F Y 1 2 )  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

( d i s c u s s  r e a s o n s  a n d  f u n d  s o u r c e ( s )  i n  a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n )

E s t i m a t e d  C A P I T A L  ( F Y 1 3 )  c o s t s

( d i s c u s s  r e a s o n s  a n d  f u n d  s o u r c e ( s )  i n  a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n )

( s e p a r a t e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u i r e d ", 

( s e p a r a t e  c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u i r e d )

W h y  t h i s  f i s c a l  n o t e  d i f f e r s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  v e r s i o n  ( i f  i n i t i a l  v e r s i o n ,  p l e a s e  n o t e  a s  s u c h )

P r e p a r e d  b y  

D i v i s i o n

A p p r o v e d  b y

W a r d  B .  H u r l b u r t ,  M . D . ,  M P H ,  C h i e f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r / D i r e c t o r  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h _______________________________________________________________

N a n c y  R o l f z e n ,  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r ___________________________

P h o n e  2 6 9 - 6 6 8 0

D a t e / T i m e  1 2 / 1 5 / 1 1  1 2 : 0 0  A M

D a t e  1 2 / 1 6 / 2 0 1 1

D H S S  F i n a n c e  & M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e s
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FISC A L NO TE

Analysis

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n  a d v a n c e  h e a l t h  c a r e  d i r e c t i v e  s y s t e m  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  c e n t r a l  r e g i s t r y  f o r  a c c e s s  b y  

h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  M o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  L i v i n g  W i l l  R e g i s t r y  s y s t e m ,  

A l a s k a  w i l l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  r e g i s t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  d a t a  s e c u r e l y  w i t h  2 4 / 7  a c c e s s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  c o s t  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  t o  r e g i s t e r  o r  t o  t h e  p r o v i d e r  t o  a c c e s s .  S t a r t  u p  c o n t r a c t u a l  c o s t s  o f  $ 5 6 . 0  i n c l u d e  t r a i n i n g ,  s o f t w a r e ,  

l i c e n s i n g ,  a n d  s y s t e m  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  O n g o i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  a n n u a l  l i c e n s e  o f  $ 1 5 . 0  b a s e d  o n  l e s s  t h a n  7 4 9  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

A c t u a l  c o s t s  v a r y  s l i g h t l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  O n e  F T E ,  a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S p e c i a l i s t  II ( R 2 0 / A ) ,  w i l l  

b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s e c u r e  s y s t e m ,  r e s p o n d  t o  a  t o l l - f r e e  h o t l i n e ,  s u p p o r t  u s e r s  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  

t r a v e l  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  i n c l u d e  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  B y  t h e  t h i r d  

y e a r ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s  c a n  b e  s c a l e d  b a c k  t o  0 . 7 5  F T E  a n d  l e v e l  o f f  a t  0 . 5 0  F T E  

t h e r e a f t e r .

STATE OF A L A S K A  B IL L  NO. HB061_________________
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Capitol Room 405 
465-4919 
465-2137 fax

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

L i n d s e y  H o l m e s

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: 1 February 2011

To: Representative Wes Keller,
Chair of House Health & Social Services Committee

From: Representative Lindsey Holmes

RE: HB 61 Hearing Request

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l e r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  6 1 ,  " A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  r e g i s t r y  f o r  

a d v a n c e  h e a l t h c a r e  d i r e c t i v e s "  i n  t h e  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  c o m m i t t e e .  H B  6 1  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

v e r s i o n  o f  H B  7 1  f r o m  t h e  2 6 th  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  H S S  c o m m i t t e e  l a s t  y e a r .  I e x p e c t  

t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  A A R P  w i l l  t e s t i f y  o n  t h e  b i l l  a g a i n .  J a m e s  R .  W a l d o  

i n  m y  o f f i c e  i s  c a r r y i n g  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  m e  a n d  h e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  v i a  h i s  d i r e c t  l i n e  4 6 5 - 6 5 9 7  o r  h i s  e m a i l  

i a m e s . w a l d o ( 5 ) l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s . I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  b i l l  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  m y  s t a f f  

a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

I n  t h i s  p a c k e t  y o u  w i l l  f i n d :

1 )  T h i s  m e m o  r e q u e s t i n g  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  H B  6 1 ;

2 )  A  c o p y  o f  t h e  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  b i l l ;

3 )  A  c o p y  o f t h e  b i l l  i n  i t s  i n i t i a l  f o r m ,  a n d ;

4 )  A  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  b i l l  p r e p a r e d  b y  m y  s t a f f .


