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F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 1 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Identifier (file name)
Title An Act Relating to the Number of Superior Court Judges

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

SB058-ACS-TC-04-12-11

Alaska Court System
Trial Courts

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Alaska Supreme Court OMB Component Number 768

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4
10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
37.6 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
79.6 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0

TOTAL OPERATING 1,015.6 0.0 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 425.2

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

1,015.6 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

TOTAL 1,015.6 0.0 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)___________________________________
This fiscal note is different from the court's earlier note in that it is updated to reflect the incorporation of the $425.2 capital expenditure 
into the senate version of the FY12 capital bill (SB46).

Prepared by Doug Wooliver, Administrative Attorney__________________________________ Phone 907-463-4750
Division Alaska Court System________________________________________________  Date/Time 4/12/2011 @ 10:30 am

Approved by Doug Wooliver for Christine Johnson, Administrative Director ___________  Date 4/12/2011__________
Alaska Court System_____________________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 3



STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LE G IS LA TIV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

B IL L  NO. SB058

A n a ly s is

Senate Bill 58 adds two new superior court judges to the Anchorage Bench. The Judges will be assigned civil caseloads. 
This fiscal note reflects the cost of the new judges along with their accompanying staff and one-time office-related 
expenses. This note also reflects the capital remodel costs necessary to accommodate two new superior court judges in 
the Nesbett Courthouse. These remodel costs are also included in the Alaska Court System's capital budget request as 
part of the court's long-term capital goals. Should the court’s capital budget request be fully funded those costs would be 
removed from this note.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 3



STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

B IL L  NO. SB058

A n a ly s is

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
F is c a l  N o te  C a lc u la t io n s  f o r  S B 0 5 8

Personal Services

Superior Court Judge - Anchorage (2) 514,200
In-Court Clerk - Anchorage, Range 12A (2) 125,200

Law Clerk - Anchorage, Range 13D (2) 123,800
Administrative Assistant - Anchorage, Range 12A (2) 125,200

Subtotal Personal Services 888,400

Travel
Judicial Conferences/Other 10,000

WAN Fees. Software & Licensinq 37,600

Supplies (desk, computer, courtroom electronics, and chair) for four
PFT positions 79,600

Fiscal Note Total (Operating Expenses) 1,015,600

Breakdown by Expense Category:

Personal Services Total 888,400
Travel Total 10,000
Services Total 37,600
Commodities Total 79,600

Total Operating Expenses 1,015,600

Capital Expenditures

Remodel Nesbett Courthouse to Accommodate Judges & Staff
Total Capital Expenses 425,200



F I S C A L  N O T E

Identifier (file name)________________

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

SB 58
2/17/11

Title An Act Relating to the Number of Superior Court Judges
Dept. Affected Alaska Judicial Council
Appropriation ___________________
Allocation

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Alaska Supreme Court OMB Component Number

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

9.0 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
14.1 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

TOTAL 23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

Larry Cohn, Executive Director Phone 907-279-2526 ext. 1
Alaska Judicial Council Date/Time 2/1/11 4:30 p.m.

Date

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #2 
Alaska Judicial Council

A n a ly s is

SB 58 adds two new superior court judges in the Third Judicial District. This fiscal note assumes that these positions will be 
filled separately, either because they will be in different venues or because the court may not have the facilities to proceed 
immediately on two new positions in a single venue. The Judicial Council’s initial costs o f  filling these vacancies include 
funds needed to solicit applicants, to conduct investigations into their qualifications, and to convene a meeting to interview 
applicants and nominate the most qualified to the governor for appointment. A breakdown o f costs is as follows:

STATE OF ALA S K A  B IL L  NO. SB 58_______________
2011 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Travel Council members' travel to two meetings 9,000

Contractual Printing, mailing, survey hosting, data analysis,
advertising, miscellaneous 14,100

Commodities Paper  100

Total 23,200

If the Alaska Court System is able and willing to fill the two new positions simultaneously, and if  the positions are in the 
same venue, the Judicial Council will coordinate its solicitation and screening o f judicial applicants to achieve lower costs. In 
that case, the Council’s funding request would be as follows:

Travel Council members' travel to one meeting  5,500

Contractual Printing, mailing, survey hosting, data analysis,
advertising, miscellaneous  7,900

Commodities Paper  100

Total 13,500

An average superior court judge serves for twelve years. Costs associated with filling these positions in the future are 
amortized over the next twelve years.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name)SB058-DQA-PDA-1-29-11

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

SB 58
2/17/11

Administration
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges.

Dept. Affected 
Appropriation

'Allocation Public Defender Agency
Legal and Advocacy Services

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Senate Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7
4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1

30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2
3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

13.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3

TOTAL OPERATING 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHATTGEIN
REVENUES

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

232.4 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

TOTAL 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

Estim ate o f any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time 2 .0 2 2 2 2 2

Part-time
Temporary

W hy th is  fisca l note d iffe rs  from  previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by Quinlan Steiner, Director___________________________________________________  Phone 907 334-4414
Division Public Defender Agency____________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/28/11 4:30 PM

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner_________________________________  Date 1/29/11 , 12:15PM
Department of Administration______________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #3

STATE OF ALASKA B ILL  NO. SB 58
2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

A n a ly s is

This bill provides fo r tw o new superior court judges in Anchorage. These positions are expected to handle a civil 
caseload o f Child in Need of Aid (CINA) matters. The additional judicial positions are expected to increase weekly 
court room appearances and w ill increase the workload associated w ith all civil cases as the Agency attempts to 
prepare its cases in a tim ely manner to  meet the demand of increased court hearings.

The civil division has six attorneys who are required to appear before the current ten superior court judges handling 
CINA matters. The Agency anticipates the need fo r a single attorney position in the civil division w ith the additional 
support of a law office assistant to  meet the anticipated workload increase.

___________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name)SBQ58-DOA-OPA-1-29-11

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

SB 58
2/17/11

Administration
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges.

Dept. Affected 
Appropriation

'Allocation Office of Public Advocacy
Legal and Advocacy Services

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Senate Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

43

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7
4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1

30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2
3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

13.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3

TOTAL OPERATING 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES"

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

232.4 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

TOTAL 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time 2.0 2 2 2 2 2
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Rachel Levitt, Acting DirectorPrepared by 
Division

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner

Phone 907 269-3504
Office of Public Advocacy Date/Time 1/29/11, 12:00 p.m.

Date 1/29/2011, 12:15:00 PM
Department of Administration

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #4

A n a ly sis

STATE OF ALASKA B IL L  NO. SB 58
2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

This bill w ill create two new Superior Court judge positions in the Third Judicial District. The agency has been advised 
that these tw o judges w ill be handling Anchorage Child in Need of Aid (CINA) matters. Currently, there are ten 
Anchorage Superior Court judges handling CINA matters. The addition of two new Superior Court judges will 
considerably increase the number of CINA cases heard on a weekly basis.

The Office of Public Advocacy currently has five full time staff attorneys in Anchorage who represent parents in CINA 
matters. These attorneys are w ithin a staff section w ith a total of eight attorneys and tw o support staff (one law office 
assistant and one paralegal). The addition o f two more judges will greatly increase the demands on these attorneys 
and staff to prepare for and appear in court for CINA matters. In order to adequately address the increased demands 
on the agency, the agency will need one additional attorney and one additional law office assistant.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LE G IS LA TIV E  SESSION

Identifier (file name): SB058-LAW-CIV-01 -29-11
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges
_______________ designated for the third judicial district; and providing for an

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

SB 58
2/17/11

Law
Civil

Child Protection
Sponsor
Requester

Rules
(S) Judiciary OMB Component Number 2961

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3
1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1

26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7
4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0
0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9

TOTAL OPERATING 225.0 0.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN" 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

TOTAL 225.0 0.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time 1.0 1 1 1 1 11
Part-time 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Temporary 1

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by Eileen Donahue, Division Operations Manager___________________________  Phone 465-5427
Division Administrative Services  Date/Time 1/29/11 10:30 AM
Approved by John J. Burns, Attorney General_______________________________________ Date 1/29/2011________

Department of Law_________________________________________________
(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 Of 2



FISCAL NOTE #7

A n a ly sis

STATE OF ALASKA B IL L  NO. SB 58
2011 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill adds tw o new civil judges in Anchorage. Currently a significant portion of cases before the Anchorage judges 
are CINA (child in need of aid) cases. The addition of two new judges would increase the capacity of the court system 
to handle CINA cases, but would require an additional attorney in the Anchorage Child Protection Section to utilize 
the improved capacity to reduce delays inherent in the current system. To the extent the judges increase the capacity 
o f the court system to process criminal cases, the criminal division of the department would similarly experience 
increased workloads. The Child Protection Section would need at least 1 FTE attorney position and a .5 support 
position to meet the increased demand on time and resources.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LE G IS LA TIV E  SESSION

Identifier (file name) SBQ58-OOG-DOE-1-28-11
Title  "An Act increasing the number of superior court judges
_____________ designated for the third judicial district.."_________________

Dept. Affected________
Appropriation ________
Allocation Elections

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

8
SB 58
2/17/11

OOG
Elections

Sponsor
Requester

Rules Committee
Senate Judiciary Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

21

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES"

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by Gail Fenumiai, Director______________________________________________  Phone 465-2644
Division Division of Elections_________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/28/2011, 4:55pm

Approved by Linda Perez, Administrative Director____________________________________  Date 1/28/2011________
Office of the Governor______________________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 Of 2



FISCAL NOTE #8

A n a ly sis

This legislation has no impact for the Division of Elections.

STATE OF ALASKA B IL L  NO. SB 58
2011 LE G IS LA TIV E  SESSION

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION

Identifier (file name) SB58-DOC-OC-03-1Q-11
Title "An Act increasing the number of superior court judges

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

SB 58
4/6/11

DOC
Population Management

Statewide Probation & Parole
Sponsor
Requester

Rules Committee
Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

2826

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Inter-Agency)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
This is the first version of the bill.

Leslie Houston, DirectorPrepared by 
Division
Approved by Joseph D. Schmidt, Commissioner

Phone 465-3339
Dept, of Corrections - Administrative Services Date/Time 3/10/11 9:00 AM

Date 3/10/2011
Dept, of Corrections

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #9

A n a ly s is

The legislation adds two new civil superior court judges to the third judicial district.

This legislation does not have any fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections.

STATE OF ALASKA B ILL  NO. SB 58
2011 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION

Identifier (file name)
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges

Sponsor
Requester

Rules
Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

10
SB 58
4/6/11

Public Safety
Alaska State Troopers

AST Detachments

OMB Component Number 2325

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W hy this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
No fiscal impact.

Prepared by Darwin Peterson. Senate Finance Committee staff________________________  Phone 465-3873
Date/Time 4/5/11 6:32 PM

Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee Date 4/5/2011
Senator Lyman Hoffman, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #10

A n a ly s is

STATE OF ALA S K A
2011 LE G IS LA TIV E  SESSION

B IL L  NO. SB 58

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

S p o n so r  S tatem ent  
SB  58

T h e  A lask a  S u p re m e  C ourt is ask ing  for two new  su p erio r court ju d g e s  in A n ch o rag e . T he ju d g es  
will b e  a s s ig n e d  to  civil c a s e s .

Additional ju d g e s  a re  n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  A n ch o rag e  superio r court ju d g e s  h av e  th e  h ighest 
c a s e lo a d s  in th e  s ta te  an d  a  com bination  of devoting m ore tim e to Child in N eed  of Aid (CINA) 
c a s e s  an d  an  ev e r-in creasin g  n u m b er of d o m estic  relations c a s e s  w h e re  th e  p arties  ch o o se  to 
litigate their c a s e  w ithout th e  a s s is ta n c e  of a tto rn ey s h a s  c rea ted  a  w orkload th a t is u nsusta inab le .

A lthough so m e  of th e  additional w ork c o m e s  from an  in c re a se  in c a s e  filings, m uch  is th e  result of 
im proved p rac tices  th a t b e tte r  m ee t th e  n e e d s  of th o s e  who co m e to court. T his is particularly true 
with CINA c a s e s .

O n e  c h a n g e  th a t  h a s  im p ac ted  w orkload  involves how  CINA c a s e s  a re  a s s ig n e d  to  ju d g es . 
P rior p rac tice  w a s  to  h av e  s ta n d in g  m a s te r s  (sp ec ia lis ts  w ho h e a r  c a s e s  an d  m ak e  
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  to ju d g e s )  p re s id e  o v er all p h a s e s  of a  c a s e  with th e  ex cep tio n  of co n te s te d  
h e a rin g s . If a  h ea rin g  w a s  c o n te s te d  it w ould b e  a s s ig n e d  to an  av a ilab le  su p e r io r court ju d g e  
w ho  w ould re so lv e  th e  c o n te s te d  is s u e  an d  th en  re tu rn  th e  c a s e  to th e  s tan d in g  m aste r. 
A lthough  th a t p rac tice  s a v e d  su p e r io r court tim e, it led to  o th e r p ro b lem s a s  th e  family w as  
sh u ffled  b ack  a n d  forth b e tw e en  ju d g e s .

T h e  n ew  p rac tice  b eg in s  th e  s a m e  a s  th e  old; a  CINA c a s e  s ta r ts  with a  m a s te r  until th e re  is a 
c o n te s te d  is su e . H ow ever, o n ce  th a t  o ccu rs  th e  c a s e  is p e rm an en tly  a s s ig n e d  to  a  su p erio r 
co u rt ju d g e ; it d o e s  n o t re tu rn  to  th e  m as te r . T his e lim inates th e  ju d ge-shu ffling  a n d  allow s th e  
ju d g e  a n d  th e  family to  g e t to know  e a c h  o ther. All p a rtie s  a g re e  th a t fam iliarity im proves both 
th e  p ro c e s s  a n d  th e  o u tc o m e  for th e  fam ilies. H ow ever, this m odel re su lts  in su p e rio r court 
ju d g e s  sp en d in g  m o re  of th e ir tim e on  th e s e  c a s e s .

In addition  to CINA c a s e s ,  a n o th e r  p rim e driver beh ind  th e  cu rren t w ork load  is th e  p re v a len ce  of 
u n re p re s e n te d  litigants in d o m e s tic  re la tio n s c a s e s .  A lthough w e do  n o t h a v e  h istorical s ta tis tics  
th a t  tra c k  th e s e  c a s e s ,  A lask a  ju d g e s , like ju d g e s  from  a c ro s s  th e  country , h av e  s e e n  a 
sign ifican t in c re a s e  o v e r th e  p a s t  s e v e ra l y ea rs .

J u d g e s  cite a  list of tim e -co n su m in g  c h a lle n g e s  th a t a r ise  w hen  c o u n se l is a b s e n t  from  o n e  side  
o r both  s id e s . F re q u e n t m otion p rac tice , a rg u m e n ts  u n re la ted  to  th e  re lev an t legal is su es , 
d e la y s  s tem m in g  from  th e  failure to  subm it n e e d e d  inform ation a n d  judicial tim e sp e n t 
ca lcu la tin g  child su p p o rt a w a rd s  a re  so m e  of th o s e  ch a llen g es . H ow ever, ev e n  though  th e se  
litigants tak e  m o re  tim e, their c a s e s  a re  a s  im portant a s  th o se  w h ere  th e  p artie s  h av e  law yers and  
th e  judiciary is com m itted  to  ensu ring  th a t they  too can  m eaningfully a c c e s s  th e  court.



A la s k a  C ou rt S ys tem  
S p o n s o r S ta te m e n t SB  58  
P a ge  2 o f 2

A d d in g  tw o  n ew  ju d g e s  w ill no t s ign ifican tly  reduce  the  w o rk lo a d  o f th e  A n ch o ra g e  su p e rio r court 
(A n c h o ra g e  su p e rio r co u rt ju d g e s  w ill s till be the  b us ies t su p e rio r co u rt ju d g e s  in the  s ta te ), bu t it 
w ill p ro v id e  so m e  re lie f as th e  co u rt w o rks  to  deve lo p  a lte rna tive  w a ys  to  m anage  th a t w o rk load . 
T h a n k  yo u  fo r  co ns ide rin g  th is  request.

2



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)264-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L y m a n  H o f f m a n  

C o - C h a i r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H o f f m a n :

D u r i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o n  S B  5 8  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 0 th y o u  

a s k e d  f o r  a  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  o f  c a s e  f i l i n g s  p e r  j u d g e  i n  b o t h  t h e  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t s  f o r  e a c h  c o u r t  l o c a t i o n .  T h e  a t t a c h e d  s p r e a d s h e e t  s h o w s  t h e  c a s e s  p e r  j u d g e  f o r  

e a c h  o f  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  a n d  a  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  f o r  e a c h  c o u r t  l o c a t i o n  a n d  f o r  

b o t h  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s . 1

I h o p e  t h i s  a n s w e r s  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

c c :  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

1 T h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  n u m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f i l i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a f f i c  

f i l i n g s .



Review of Judicial Resources for Superior Court Locations with Superior Court Judges - FY08 - FY10 
3/15/2011

A la sk a  C o u r t  S y s te m

Location
Number of Superior 

Court Judges

FY08 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

FY09 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

FY10 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

3-Yr, Average 
(FY08-FY10) Superior 
Court Filings/Superior 

Court Judge
Anchorage 15 645 643 687 658

■ Juheau ;V V \2y: y 24 y2'' y4y ;T_;: _ 570 ■HT4;;2:4 5382y,y ;T"
Fairbanks 6 467 482 535 494
Kenai 445 ;X::KV.T44T.;rS;/:K' 505 ; i .  j  | ;4 6 4 : | | | :S | |

Valdez1 0.4 395 450 480 442
Palmer 'M i  W M : :469 T  :.22; M sM M M M i i f K: 34; 2 3 470;, . :y-
Bethel 2 440 460 427 442
Dillingham 350 ' . 282 1 y 3 5 i , 328
Nome 1 425 405 .....330 387
Ketchikan 2 i i i l l l l i l i l

1
3

g<0. 316 331
Kodiak 1 343 310 287 313
Bitka 11 S S S Iiis iiS iiiiljS S l

a w w p M i285 298
Kotzebue 1 338 320 259 306

fS H S iS M l _ , 203

Totals 40.4 507 503 532 514

'At the district's request, the district court judge for the Valdez court is being classified as a part-time "Superior Court Judge - Pro Tem" & as a part- 
time "District Court Judge"

Alaska Court System
Review of Judicial Resources for District Court Locations with District Court Judges - FY08 - FY10 
3/15/2011

Location

Number of District 
Court Judges & 

Magistrates

FY08 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

FY09 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

FY10 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

3-Yr. Average 
(FY08-FY10) District 
Court Filings/District 

Court Judge & 
Magistrates

Anchorage 15 3,670 3,772 4,001 3,814
Juneau ■ 2 1?
Fairbanks 4.5 3,487 3,454 3,880 3,607

.
' _ - 3,090 3 1 Id B i l l

Valdez1
Palmer
Bethel
Dillingham
Nome

.Ketchikan
Kodiak

,;Sitka yy;,'yy y-3 
Kotzebue 
Barrow

0.6
:y;:yyy;T4;y,: y}:yy 

2

1
2
1

l a l  ;: i  t S S f I S S
1

:43j4::>43i-2Vyy:7!y ;

913
. j , 5,236 yr y  ' 

1,013 
yy y;:y342y2-y 

1,514
24;2y: ::T,366 :; T ;y J.

2,273 
■y y;:;2;T309Tyyy;y 

_ 1,284 
' 1,047

1,062
:y ;y yy 5 ,jD 40 ;'; Vy 

824
| y : 4.2'902 yT_yT

,r K317
2vyy2 2l234&23yy| 

2,065 

■2v;< 904 
1,031

1,007 _
:yy2 5,428 -y’y’2.. 

895
- 816 T
1,253
1,219 ;:224; 4 y 
1,653

4;.4 814
916

4 .2''4:;1,064T3V?2

994
Ty 4y ; 5,23yl4 y y4 ; 2

9-11 

1,361
-v; 21,310 2:4 54; y

1,997 
4 1,009'

, 1'977
■ y ' SffS^OOI 242:411

Homer 1 1,682 2,346 1,727 1,918

Totals 40.1 3,011 3,000 3,171 3,060

1At the district's request, the district court judge for the Valdez court is being classified as a part-time "Superior Court Judge - Pro Tern" & as a part-
time "District Court Judge" _

(Prepared by Rhonda McLeod, Alaska Court System)



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)264-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a r c h  1 7 ,  2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o e  T h o m a s  

M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T h o m a s :

D u r i n g  t h e  M a r c h  1 0 th S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o n  S B  5 8  y o u  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  C h i l d  i n  N e e d  o f  A i d  c a s e s  t h a t  h a v e  h a d  a  c o n t e s t e d  i s s u e  a n d  

a r e  n o w  b e f o r e  a  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s t a n d i n g  m a s t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

6 8 6  a c t i v e  C I N A  c a s e s  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ,  5 6  p e r c e n t ,  o r  3 8 8  c a s e s ,  a r e  

b e i n g  h a n d l e d  b y  a  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  n o t  a  m a s t e r .

I h o p e  t h i s  a n s w e r s  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ;  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n .

r* 1

• D o g g - ' W o o l i v e r  

^ A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A t t o r n e y  

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

c c :  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)254-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L e s i l  M c G u i r e  

M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M c G u i r e :

I n  b o t h  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s  o n  

S B  5 8  y o u  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  j u d g e s  i n  A l a s k a ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  

c o n c e r n s  L a r r y  C o h n  ( E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l )  p r o v i d e d  y o u  w i t h  a  

b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  w h o  a p p l y  f o r  j u d g e s h i p s  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  

t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r w a r d s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  f o r  p o s s i b l e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  M r .  C o h n  I a m  a t t a c h i n g  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e  w o m e n  j u d g e s  w h o  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  i n  A l a s k a .  C o n f i r m i n g  y o u r  c o n c e r n s ,  o f  t h e  4 0  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  i n  

A l a s k a ,  o n l y  5  a r e  w o m e n .

I i n c l u d e d  m a g i s t r a t e s  i n  m y  l i s t  b e c a u s e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  h i r e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  t h e  c o u r t  

s y s t e m  a n d  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  g o e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  

t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e y  a r e  j u d g e s  a n d  h e a r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a s e s  e a c h  y e a r .

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A t t o r n e y  

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

c c :  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s



W om en Judges in A laska  
January, 2011

Appellate Courts 2 of 8 (25%)

Supreme Court 2 of 5 (40%)

(Fabe, Anchorage, 1996) 
(Christen, Anchorage, 2009)

Court o f Appeals 0 of 3 (0%)

Trial Courts 11 of 61 (18%)

Superior Court________ 5 of 40 (13%)

(Patricia Collins, Juneau, 1999)First District 
Second District 
Third District

1
0
4

Fourth District 

District Court

(Sharon Gleason, Anchorage, 2001) 
(Kari Kristiansen, Palmer, 2006) 
(Vanessa White, Palmer, 2006) 
(Anna Moran, Kenai, 2007)

6 of 21 (29%)

First District 
Second District 
Third District

Fourth District 

Magistrates

First District

Second District 

Third District

Fourth District

(Cathy Easter, Anchorage, 2008)
(Stephanie Rhoades, Anchorage, 1992) 
(Pamela Scott-Washington, Anchorage, 2010 ) 
(Margaret Murphy, Flomer, 2005)
(Sharon lllsley, Kenai, 2007)
(Jane Kauvar, Fairbanks, 1981)

25 of 43 (58%)

8 (Elaine Kookesh, Angoon -  Kay Clark, Craig -  Maureen
DesRosiers, Hoonah -  Amanda Schultz, Ketchikan -  
Darlene Whitehorn, Petersburg -  Susan Reed, Skagway 
-  Chris Ellis Wrangell -  Mary Kay Havens, Yakutat)

3 (Mary Triber, Barrow -  Brook Alowa, Kotzebue -  Heide
Ivanoff, Unalakleet)

7 (Carmen Clark, Anchorage -  Tina Teaford, Anchorage -
Kay Adams, Cordova -  Jean Wilkinson, Glennallen -  
Jennifer Wells, Kenai -  Jennifer King, Naknek -  Jane 
Pearson, Unalaska)

7 (Tracy Blais, Delta Junction - Bethany Harbison,
Fairbanks -  Nikoie Schick, Fairbanks -  Alicemary 
Rasley, Fairbanks -  Patty Burley, Bethel -  Darlene 
Johnson-Edwards, Emmonak -  Nancy Phillips, St. 
Mary’s)




