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FISCAL NOTE #2

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 130(STA)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

SB 130 will establish the Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council for the purpose of preserving, 
restoring, and revitalizing Alaska Native languages.

The Council will consist of five voting members appointed by the Governor and two non-voting members, one from the 
State Senate and one from the House of Representatives. The Council must meet a minimum of twice a year and may 
meet telephonically.

Personal Services includes two full time staff, a Research Analyst range 18 and an Administrative Assistant III range 15. 
Staff for the council will need to identify programs throughout the state that work on similar programs with the goals 
of this bill. These include programs from elementary schools in rural school districts, high school, adult education, and 
university programs. There are also programs run by non-profits and native regional organizations that receive public 
money that will be included.

Each program will need to be analyzed and examined for financial cost and results (cost benefit). Once this is 
complete and documented, a report will be compiled and provided to the council for review. The council may direct 
further investigation into the potential for reorganization or combination of programs, and the exploration of further 
funding.

The Research Analyst will perform research, investigation, and report writing. The Administrative Assistant will 
perform information gathering, and report editing, finalization and distribution to the council. In addition, this 
position will coordinate meetings and travel for Council, and provide public information services for the program.

Travel includes airfare, per diem, hotel, and miscellaneous costs for seven members and the two support staff to have 
two face-to-face meetings annually. The estimate assumes one meeting will be in Fairbanks and the other in a rural 
hub such as Bethel. While the council may meet by teleconference, in-person meetings are generally more productive 
and the preferred option.

Services include support for core service costs, communications, advertising, and other costs for research and 
reporting.

Commodities include one-time start up costs for cubicle, equipment, desk, chair, shelving, and on-going supplies.

(Revised 11/28/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS OLSON, Kookesh, McGuire, Stedman, Davis, Egan, Ellis, Menard, Dyson, Meyer, 
Stevens, Wielechowski, Paskvan, Hoffman, Thomas

REPRESENTATIVES Edgmon, Kerttula, Cissna, Kawasaki, Foster, Herron, Dick, Joule, Doogan, MuAoz, 
Austerman

A  B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n A ct esta b lish in g  the A la sk a  N a tiv e  L a n g u a g e  P reserv a tio n  and  A d v iso ry  C ou n cil 

an d  re la tin g  to  th e  p reserv a tio n , resto ra tio n , and  rev ita liza tio n  o f  A lask a  N ative  

lan gu ages."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section  1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that the preservation of Alaska 

Native languages is a critical component in the sustenance of cultural identity. The legislature 

further finds that Alaska Native languages are the foundation of cultures and are vital in 

maintaining traditional knowledge and understanding.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.33 is amended by adding a new section to read:

A rticle  7A . A la sk a  N a tiv e  L a n g u a g e P reserv a tio n  and  A d v iso ry  C ou n cil.

Sec. 4 4 .3 3 .5 3 0 . A la sk a  N ative  L a n g u a g e  P reservation  and A d v iso ry  

C ou n cil, (a) The Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council is

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 130(FIN)

-1- HCS CSSB 130(FIN)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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27-LS0779\R

established in the department for the purpose of recommending the establishment or 

reorganization of programs to support the preservation, restoration, and revitalization 

of Alaska Native languages.

(b) The council established under this section shall

(1) advise both the governor and legislature on programs, policies, and 

projects to provide for the cost-effective preservation, restoration, and revitalization of 

Alaska Native languages in the state;

(2) meet at least twice a year to carry out the purposes of the council; 

members may participate in meetings telephonically; and

(3) prepare reports of its findings and recommendations for the 

governor's and the legislature's consideration on or before January 1 of each even- 

numbered year.

(c) The governor shall appoint to the council established in this section five 

voting members who are professional language experts and who represent diverse 

regions of the state. In addition, one member of the senate appointed by the president 

of the senate and one member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker 

of the house of representatives shall serve on the council as nonvoting members. In 

appointing the nonvoting members of the council, the president of the senate and the 

speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint a member of the bush caucus, if a 

bush caucus exists. In this subsection, "bush caucus" means a group of legislators that 

represents rural areas of the state.

(d) The members appointed by the governor shall serve at the pleasure of the 

governor.

(e) Members of the council shall serve without compensation but are entitled 

to per diem and travel expenses as provided under AS 39.20.180.

(f) The department shall provide staff as needed to support the council; the 

staff must demonstrate competency in an Alaska Native language.

* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

REPORT; APPOINTMENTS, (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.33.530(b)(3), the first 

report under AS 44.33.530(b)(3), added by sec. 2 of this Act, is due on or before July 1, 2014.

HCS CSSB 130(FIN) -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



(b) The governor shall make the appointments required by AS 44.33.530(c), added by 

sec. 2 of this Act, on or before December 1, 2012.

27-LS0779MR
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A laska State Legislature

S E N A T O R  D O N A L D  C. O L S O N

Session
A la s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R m .  5 0 8  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 0 7  

F a x : ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 8 2 1

Interim 
7 1 6  W .  4 lh A v e .  S t e  5 3 0  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  2 6 9 - 0 2 5 4  

F a x : ( 9 0 7 ) 2 6 9 - 2 0 3 1

S e n a t o r _ D o n n y _ 0 1 s o n @ l e g i s .  s t a t e . a k . u s

Chair

C om m un ity  & Regional Affairs 
M em ber 

Senate Finance C om m ittee 
Ethics C om m ittee 
Legislative Council 

N o rthe rn  W aters Task Force 

Education Funding D is tr ic t Cost Factor 
Health Care Commission 

Finance Subcommittee Chair 
Fish & Game 

Health & Social Services 
Public Safety 

Finance Subcommittee M em ber 
Environm ental Conservation

Testimony List
SB 130: Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council

The following individuals are available for questions

Scott Ruby, Director Community & Regional Affairs (DCC&ED) 269—4569
Dr. Rosita Worl, Vice Chair of Sealaska Corp. & President of Sealaska Heritage 463-4844
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Chair
C om m unity  & Regional Affairs 

M em ber 

Senate Finance C om m ittee  
Ethics C om m ittee 

Legislative Council 
N orthe rn  W aters Task Force 

Education Funding D is tr ic t Cost Factor 
H ealth  Care Comm ission 

Finance Subcom m ittee Chair 
Fish &  Game 
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Public Safety 

Finance Subcom m ittee M em ber 
E nvironm ental Conservation

Sponsor Statement: Senate Bill 130 
Alaska Native Language & Advisory Council

"An Act establishing in the Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council 
and relating to the preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native

languages."

Alaska Native Languages (ANL’s) are threatened by extinction. The intent of SB 
130 is to preserve and maintain ANL’s. Indigenous languages are the most critical 
components in terms of preservation of cultural ideas and traditions and serve as the 
backbone of all cultural elements.

SB 130 will establish the Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council to assess 
the state of ANL’s and re-evaluate the programs within the state and make 
recommendation to the Governor and Legislature to establish new programs or re­
organize the current programs.

According to the Alaska Native Language Center’s Population and Speaker 
Statistics published in 2007, only 22 percent Alaska Natives statewide can speak their 
native language. More specifically, only 29 percent of the Eskimo Aleut population, less 
than 2 percent of the Tsimshian and Haida, and less than 5 percent of the Athabascan and 
Tlingit communities combined are fluent speakers. The Eyak language recently lost its 
last native fluent speaker.

It is vital that the State of Alaska creates this needed establishment and I urge 
your support in the passage of this bill.



A laska State Legislature

S E N A T O R  D O N A L D  C. O L S O N
Alaska 

State  Capitol 
Ro o m  514 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 465-3707 
FAX (907) 465-4821

C h a n g e s  in  C S S B  1 3 0  ( S T A )
•  Section 1.

o Added "are the foundation of cultures" to the legislative finding.

•  Section 2.

o Changed the name of the proposed council to Alaska Native Language 

Preservation and Advisory Council, 

o Establishment of the council in the DCCED instead of the Governor's 

Office.

o The Council advises the Governor and the Legislature, 

o Council meets at least twice a year and prepares a report to the 

legislature by January 1 of each even numbered year, 

o The two non-voting legislative members of the council will come from the 

Bush Caucus.

•  Section 3.

o Governor must appoint by December 1, 2012 

o First report is due by July 1, 2014.



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M November 8, 2011

SUBJECT:

TO: Senator Donny Olson 
Attn: Loren Peterson

vA<Lvni>

t o  y6 <x_

Llh [11 .
FROM: Jean M. Mische 

Legislative Cor

You have asked about the effect of SB 130, establishing an Alaska Native Languages 
Preservation Council, on a senior citizen who is receiving social security income and who 
is employed to teach Native languages. The bill at page 2 lines 16- 17  provides for a 
member of the council to serve without compensation and to receive per diem and travel 
expenses under AS 39.20.180.

The council established in SB 130 would advise the governor on programs, policies, and 
projects to provide for the preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native 
languages. If a senior citizen is appointed to the council, is paid to teach a native 
language, and receives social security income, the person may serve on the council as 
long as the person is not paid for advising the governor as provided for in SB 130. The 
member may, however, have a conflict of interest if the advice provided includes the 
funding of a project or program for which the member receives payment, federal or 
otherwise. The member would therefore be required to disclose the conflict and should 
seek an advisory ethics opinion.

The bill may be clarified to allow for income to be paid for work that is performed 
outside of the service to the governor on the council or to remove the compensation 
provision altogether. The original purpose of the prohibition on compensation was to 
clarify that council members are not state employees but volunteers. The phrasing could, 
however, be read broadly to apply to compensation from any source and therefore may 
need to be clarified.

If your question relates to the possibility that social security may be affected if the 
advisory council in SB 130 recommends a program for teaching Native languages that 
results in the employment of senior citizens who also receive social security benefits, you 
may want to contact the social security administration directly. In reviewing the current 
social security regulations, it appears that social security benefits may be reduced by
earnings if the recipient has not reached full retirement age. The full retirement age



Senator Donny Olson 
November 8, 2011 
Page 2

varies depending upon the year o f a person's birth. For example, for a person born 
between 1943 and 1955, the retirement age is 66; for people born in 1960 or later, the 
retirement age is 67. I have enclosed some materials I pulled from a couple of websites 
that may be helpful.

I f  I may be of further assistance, please advise.

JMM:plm
ll-333.plm

Enclosures
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STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

A n c h o r a g e

M EM ORANDUM

TO: Lieutenant Governor Mead Treadwell

FROM: Esther Woo

Cc:

DATE: August 15,2011

RE: Cursory Survey of Language Preservation and Revitalization Efforts in Alaska

At your request, and as a background for the State Committee on Research, the Alaska Historical 
Commission, and the U.S. Arctic Research Commission, this memo is a report on our office’s 
efforts to identify examples of language revitalization and preservation activities taking place in 
Alaska.

Executive Summary
Half of the world’s languages are not being taught to children, meaning that 3,500 of the 7,000 
languages are set to disappear within a generation. Specifically in the United States, only 201 of 
the 400 indigenous languages were being spoken in the year 2006; it is predicted that only 20 will 
be spoken in year 2050. In the state of Alaska, where there are 20 indigenous languages, one is 
already extinct, meaning there are no remaining native speakers. The remaining 19 are 
considered endangered.

In this light, this memo will provide a cursory view on why this issue deserves attention as well 
as action as well as examples of different efforts targeting education and documentation. It will 
also provide an overview of government related efforts assisting these activities. Finally, there 
will be several recommendations regarding actions the commissions may take to further support 
existing efforts.



The Importance of Preservation
Losing a language not only deprives the world of the language itself, but also the richness of 
culture, history, and knowledge carried within the language. As Wade Davis 1 says, “Language is 
a flash of the human spirit. It’s a vehicle through which the soul of each particular culture comes 
into a material world. Every language is an old-grown forest of the mind, a watershed of 
thoughts, an ecosystem of possibilities.”

Language loss is an indicator of cultural loss because according to Linda Belarde,2 Curriculum 
Specialist in the Sealaska Heritage Institute, “Language carries a people’s way of looking at the 
world.” For example, the terms for “nephew” and “niece” in Tlingit are “kaalk’w,” her brother’s 
child, and “keik,” his sister’s child. This means that his sister’s child is in the same clan while her 
brother’s child is in the opposite moiety, indicating that it is the clan of the kin, and not his or her 
gender (as it is in English), that is taken in account. These Tlingit kinship terms thus serve to 
reflect the matriarchal structure of Tlingit society.

Native languages also carry scientific knowledge. For instance, some native terms complement 
knowledge on walrus anatomy and snowflakes. Furthermore, the extinction of a language will 
also bury history and cultural tradition, because many of these indigenous languages have been 
passed down orally for centuries. Despite existing writing systems for all Alaskan indigenous 
languages today, significant loss of such knowledge would be inevitable in the face of language 
loss. Thus, in the words of Davis, “We’re living through a time when half of humanity’s 
intellectual, social, and spiritual legacy is being lost.”

Revitalization through Education
It is thus clear that subsequent generations will to some degree face irreparable gaps in culture 
and knowledge. However, there have been efforts across the state of Alaska, with the support of 
government related agencies as well as state and federal legislation, to reverse the trend of such 
loss. At the heart of these efforts is the education of the young, a vital approach in passing down 
language to the next generation.

One successful model of language education is the Ayaprun Elitnaurvik Yup’ik Immersion 
School in the Lower Kuskokwim School District. The immersion school is a K-6 charter school 
located in Bethel, with around 175 students each year. Efforts to implement an immersion 
program began in the 1980s when concerned parents petitioned for a stronger and more extensive 
Yup’ik program. Today, the school’s mission statement is to provide a high quality education to 
meet the state standards and strengthen Yup’ik language and culture, while promoting an

1 Wade Davis is an anthropologist, ethnobotanist, author, and photographer who has been researching and 
exploring worldwide indigenous cultures. Davis is an advocate for the protection of the "ethnosphere," a term he 
coined that describes the sphere of all of humanity's cultures and beliefs. His books Light at the Edge of the World: 
A  Journey Through the Realm of Vanishing Cultures (2001) and The Wayfinders: W h y  Ancient Wisdom Matters in 
the Modern World (2009) focus on such issues. Davis is an Explore-in-Residence at the National Geographic Society. 
2Linda Belarde, Curriculum Specialist at the Sealaska Heritage Center: (907)586-9187



The Alaska Native Language Program offers major and minor degrees in Central Yup’ik and 
Inupiaq Eskimo. The classes are taught by members of the Alaska Native Language Center staff, 
who are working to further develop the bachelor’s degree program by implementing more Yup’ik 
literature. The UAF also runs a teacher training program as a partnership with the Kuskokwim 
campus of UAF in Bethel. In 2010, the program graduated its first cohort of Alaska native 
teachers with a specialization in second language acquisition and teacher education: there were 
15 graduates with master’s degrees and 3 graduates with doctorate’s degrees. This teacher 
training program is closely linked to the UAF’s partnerships with school districts; according to 
Patrick Marlow,6 Associate Professor at the University, most of the training programs’ graduates 
are now working as teachers or administrators in districts such as the Lower Kuskokwim school 
district, where teachers continue to go through training to learn good teaching methods as well as 
language learning instructional methods. Furthermore, several teachers in Bethel are partnering 
with the university to develop curriculum. The UAF is thus a vital source of human resources for 
language education programs.

Another challenge to revitalization is the loss of a natural language environment caused by 
rapidly decreasing speaker populations. The Sealaska Heritage Institute, which was founded for 
the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian people of Southeast Alaska and in 1997 adopted language 
preservation as its foremost priority, strives to create language environments to support effective 
learning by designing units for language curriculum, providing educational tools, and hosting 
workshops for teachers. One example of the institute’s educational resources is the recently 
introduced set of flash cards and audio CDs to complement Tlingit alphabet learning. Public 
school teachers throughout the region as well as community programs such as afterschool or 
summer school programs make use of the resources provided by the institute. The Sealaksa 
Heritage Institute also has partnerships with the Juneau School District and the Hoonah School 
District.

The Sealaska Heritage Institute’s biennial Celebration further encourages this language 
environment, as all of the songs in the Celebration dances are in native languages. Depending on 
the year, the Celebration includes lectures and lessons in the language. In conjunction with 
providing these resources and opportunity for educators and the community, the institute has 
programs such as the Latseen Hoops Camps, an annual summer camp with an all-Tlingit 
coaching staff that exposes Tlingit to students by integrating native language instruction with 
basketball. 7

The Goldbelt Heritage Foundation, formed in 2007, is also dedicated to offering tools and 
materials for people wishing to learn the language. For example, Fred White, Tlingit Language 
Sepcialist and also the youngest fluent speaker of Tlingit, has made audio recordings for teachers 
throughout the region. In addition, the foundation is developing a Tlingit verb database that

6 Patrick Marlow, Associate Professor at UAF: (907)474-7446

7 For more information on SHI efforts contact Linda Belarde mentioned in footnote two.



includes conjugations, a project originally started by Richard and Nora Marks Dauenhauer in the 
1990s and now headed by Keri Edwards. 8

Furthermore, the Bilingual Multicultural Education Equity Conference (BMEEC) is an annual 
conference supported by the Alaska Department of Education and the Alaska Association for 
Bilingual Education. Agendas for the conference include workshops and discussions on the topic 
of multicultural education. The keynote speakers in 2011 (Misty Adoniou and Mary Macken- 
Horarik) presented foundations for an approach to teaching literacy.

Preservation through Documentation
Besides efforts centered on education, there are numerous groups across the state working to 
document native languages. Three examples of such efforts are from the Alaska Native Language 
Center of UAF, Sealaska Heritage Institute, and the Alutiiq Museum.

The archive in the University is the largest repository of Native American languages and related 
languages in the world: it houses more than 10,000 items of written documents that include 
copies or originals of all material in or about all of Alaska’s native languages, which in many 
cases are held nowhere else. In addition to these collections, there are collections of related 
languages such as the Eskimo languages of Russia and the Athabascan languages of Canada. The 
archive also houses a recording collection of about 7,000 recordings, although Gary Holton,9 
Professor of Linguistics at the University, calls this “the tip of the iceburg.” To extend this audio 
collection, the language center has formed partnerships with regional organizations, such as the 
Alutiiq Museum and the Ahtna Heritage Foundation. The foundation does the outreach in the 
community to locate tapes to preserve and digitize, while the language center archive provides 
infrastructure backup. In addition to the archive, the language center staff document native 
languages and provide resources. For instance, Lawrence Kaplan, Professor of Linguistics at the 
University and Director of the Alaska Native Language Center, is working on dictionaries of the 
Inupiaq language as well as texts and grammatical explanations for the language. Holton has led 
a project developing a new edition of the Indigenous Peoples and Languages of Alaska Map 
originally produced by Michael Krauss in 1974.

The Sealaska Heritage Institute has also published books and videos relating to cultures, 
languages, and history, including language dictionaries, phrase books, and Tlingit narratives. The 
institute also strives to document the history, culture, heritage, art, and language of the Tlingit, 
Haida, and Tsimshian people of the Northwest Coast by housing a collection of books, historical 
photographs, audiovisual recordings, manuscript materials, and ethnographic objects.

The Alutiiq Museum has the Qik’rtarmiut Alutiit (Alutiiq People of the Island) language program 
that focuses on documenting and revitalizing the Alutiiq Language of the Kodiak Archipelago. 
The Alutiiq Living Words Project, funded by the National Science Foundation’s Documenting 
Endangered Languages Program, involves semi-fluent speakers and elders who worked together

8 For more information on the Goldbelt Heritage Foundation contact Fred White or Keri Edwards: (907)790-1424

9 Gary Holton, Professor of Linguists at UAF: (907)474-6585



to document Alutiiq speech, vocabulary, and cultural traditions in audio and video form, which 
were indexed and archived. Selected recordings are made available online through the Alutiiq 
Language Web Portal. The project also involves the New Words Council, which consists of 
elders and semi-fluent associate members who develop native words for contemporary terms 
such as “computer,” “elevator,” and “linguist.” Besides these documentation efforts, the Alutiiq 
Museum’s Alutiiq Word of the Week program, now in its fourteenth year, produces weekly 
cultural lessons for weekly broadcast on the radio, the Kodiak Daily Mirror, and email broadcast. 
The Alutiiq Museum hosts the Alutiiq Language Club, which meets weekly to talk in the 
language or have elders tell stories in the language. 10

Supporting Organizations
In addition to language education programs, efforts to provide human resources and education 
resources, and documentation works, there are also supporting organizations which are not 
necessarily directly involved in language revitalization and preservation, but are vital to the state­
wide effort as a whole. Such supporting groups include the Alaska Native Heritage Center and 
the Alaska Humanities Forum.

The Alaska Native Heritage Center, which focuses on expanding the public’s knowledge of 
Alaska Native cultures, has been directly and indirectly involved in Dena’ina language 
preservation and revitalization. The ANHC is currently closing out a National Science 
Foundation grant for a project involving a partnership with a tribe to research rites of passage 
through studying and transcribing traditional stories. Though the ANHC currently does not offer 
language classes as it did in the past, the heritage center provides language lesson podcasts for 
online use as well as internship programs and afterschool programs designed to expose students 
to language environments through native dance and song. Annette Evans Smith, 11 Interim 
President and CEO of the Alaska Native Heritage Center, envisions partnering with some of the 
regions that have immersion programs to create a language nest, such as a camp for young 
children that would fuse childcare and language immersion: “Immersion is the best way to learn a 
language,” says Evans Smith.

The Alaska Humanities Forum acts as a convener and supporter of other groups, mainly through 
awarding grants as part of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Recipients of these 
grants include the Alaska Native Knowledge Network, which is working to preserve and promote 
native language and philosophy, as well as a program for preserving Eyak. A native language 
preservation program that has worked with representatives from villages in the Kotzebue area 
and been headed by Tom Okleasik also received funding. The AHF has supported the Rosetta 
Stone Endangered Language Program, which in partnership with the NANA Regional 
Corportaion designed two Inupiaq language CDs. has designed a program for learning Inupiaq. 
Greg Kimura,12 CEO and President of the Alaska Humanities Forum, commented that there are

10 For more information on the language program in the Alutiiq Museum contact April Counceller, Language 

Manager at the Alutiiq Museum and Archaeological Repository: (907)486-7004

11 Annette Evans Smith, Interim CEO and President of the Alaska Native Heritage Center: (907)330-8059.

12 Greg Kimura, CEO and President of the Alaska Humanities Forum: (907)272-5308.



not enough resources to cover the needs of various groups. However, he expressed that the 
Forum “wants to be around to be supportive and helpful of the different groups around the state 
who are part of preservation and revitalization efforts.”

Government-related Support
Assisting these many layers of efforts are federal agencies; the National Science Foundation, the 
Administration for Native Americans, 13 the U.S. Department of Education, and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities have provided funding for many of these efforts. The U.S. 
Department of Education in particular, in the words of Patrick Marlow, “has been absolutely 
fantastic in terms of its commitment to teacher training.” The U.S. Department of Education’s 
Office of English Language Acquisition provides funding for professional development for K-12 
teachers, and the Office of Alaska Native Education provides grants for Alaskan efforts that 
focus on developing strong language programs for K-12. According to Marlow, both of these 
offices have been vital to establishing and maintaining teacher education programs in the 
University. Despite this, April Counceller of the Alutiiq Museum and Marlow both expressed 
concern for the growing difficulty in not only receiving grants but also maintaining funding for 
established programs.

In addition, both the federal and state governments have introduced legislations that may assist 
revitalization efforts. The Esther Martinez Native American Languages Preservation Act of 2006 
was passed by Congress and signed by President Bush as an amendment to the Native American 
Programs Act of 1974. The amendment strengthened the act by providing for the revitalization of 
Native American languages through immersion programs. In Alaska, Senator Donald Olson has 
introduced Senate Bill 130, which recognizes native language preservation as “vital in 
maintaining traditional knowledge and understanding” and calls for the establishment of the 
Alaska Native Language Preservation Council in the Office of the Governor “for the purpose of 
recommending the establishment or reorganization of programs to support the preservation, 
restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native languages.”14

Furthermore, an Executive Order on Native American Language Preservation 15 was drafted in 
2010 between senior White House Staff and representatives from Native American communities 
across the United States. If approved by the President of the United States, this Executive Order 
would strengthen the Native American Languages Act of 1974 and the Esther Martinez Native 
American Languages Preservation Act of2006 mentioned above by creating an Interagency 
Working Group on Native American Language Revitalization, mobilizing the coordination of 
federal resources for language revitalization, and appointing a Presidential Board of Advisers on 
Native American Languages. According to Gary Holton, “It would be recognition that this is 
something we believe in, that we make a commitment... If you go back to people who have had

13 Federal agency established through the Native American Programs Act of 1974.

14 Link to text of Senate Bill No. 130: httD://www.5cribd.com/doc/53125928/SB-130-SB0130A-The-Alaska-State- 
Legislature-via-MvGov365-com.

15 Link to Executive Order on Native American Language Preservation: 

http://www.lsadc.org/info/documents/2011/resolutions/executive-order-draft.pdf.

http://www.5cribd.com/doc/53125928/SB-130-SB0130A-The-Alaska-State-
http://www.lsadc.org/info/documents/2011/resolutions/executive-order-draft.pdf


decades of language suppression, that means something.” As of July 2011, the National Congress 
of the American Indian as well as other language rights and American Indian rights groups are 
pressuring President Obama to sign this order.

Recommendations for the Commissions
There are several ways in which the commissions you participate in as Lt. Governor may assist 
the statewide revitalization and preservation effort. First, the Alaska State Historical commission 
can support efforts to officially recognize the natives by establishing native place names. In 
Hawaii for example, Hawaiian can be seen in signs in the airports and on the streets. According 
to Holton, this has the effect of increasing appreciation for native languages among both natives 
and non-natives. Representatives from the Alaska State Historical Commission attending the 
Council of Geographic Names Authority in October should identify other ways to establish more 
Alaska Native place names.

Second, there is a lack of coordination of all revitalization and preservation efforts on a state 
level. Although the Alaska Native Language Center advises new groups starting revitalization 
projects and provides information about existing efforts, there may be a need for a higher level of 
coordination. One problem with the lack of such coordination is that it is difficult to get a broad 
picture of efforts across the state, which causes another problem: according to Holton, “What we 
see across the state are grass root projects that are reinventing the wheel,” which results in wasted 
time, resources, and effort. In addition, a higher level of coordination may allow native language 
revitalization efforts a higher level of recognition. The Alaska State Historical Commission may 
consider either asking Governor Parnell to establish a state-level coordination of language 
revitalization and preservation efforts, or offer to take on that responsibility under existing 
mandates of the Commission.

Third, students attending immersion or bilingual schools may need alternative testing to required 
standardized tests in English. In cases where students are in academic settings involving two 
languages, this requirement may drive parents, afraid that their children will perform badly on the 
test, to pull back on the language programs in place. School districts such as the Lower 
Kuskokwim district has requested a waiver and offered alternative tests in Yup’ik, but the state, 
in turn, has not requested such a waiver although it has the option to do so. 16 According to 
Marlow, research has indicated that these students may at first lag behind in terms of academic 
achievement, but later tend to catch up to, if not surpass, monolingual students. Therefore it is 
recommended that the Alaska State Historical Commission work with the Department of 
Education to assist efforts to provide alternative assessments within immersion or bilingual 
programs in order for such programs to maintain and strengthen support of multicultural 
education among parents and community members.

Fourth, as emphasized by Linda Belarde of the Sealaska Institute, in many regions there is no 
natural language learning environment, rendering language learners to become dependent on 
structured classroom settings, which according to Belarde, “makes it very different from learning

16 For more Information on the waiver contact Patrick Marlow mentioned above in footnote six



our languages naturally as our first languages.” Furthermore, it is important to for native 
languages to appeal to young people: as Kaplan comments, “One of the worst things that could 
happen is for people to see these as languages of old people.” To prevent this, Kaplan is working 
on a grant proposal for a project that would document and encourage text messaging in native 
languages. Thus, it is recommended that in order to assist efforts in creating a more effective 
language environment such as those of the Sealaska Heritage Institute and the Alutiiq Museum, 
the commission support efforts to increase native language use through the media, such as in 
music, television shows, movies, and radio.

Lastly, the commission should work with the State Committee on Research and the U.S. Arctic 
Research Commission to support further research on successful language revitalization models 
and current needs in language education, as educating the next generations may be the most 
effective way to ensure the survival of Alaska’s indigenous languages. There have been 
successful language revitalization efforts in New Zealand and Hawaii that may be referred to as 
models for future efforts in Alaska. In New Zealand, where in the 1980s fewer than 20% of the 
Maori were considered native speakers, the Kohanga reo movement was founded in 1982. 
Primary schools and secondary schools were established, where students were primarily taught in 
the Maori language. Furthermore, Hawaii adopted this model through the Punana Leo (translated 
as “language nest”), which are essentially Hawaiian immersion. Later, K-12 Hawaiian immersion 
programs as well as higher level education programs were developed. These models have already 
inspired Alaskans, such as trustees of the Sealaksa Heritage Institute, who after visiting Hawaii 
and learning about its language restoration programs, decided to adopt language revitalization as 
the foremost priority of the institute.

In this light, one possible area of research may be regarding human resource deficiencies, an 
issue that the Alaska Native Language Center has been addressing. A possible way to support 
such efforts may be to strengthen cooperation between Greenland and Alaska through native 
language teacher exchanges: some natives in Greenland and some natives in Alaska share 
common languages such as Inupiaq with differences in dialect. Because the problem in many 
villages is that native speakers are too elderly to teach younger children, an exchange where 
teachers from Greenland could work in villages and language programs would not only bolster 
current language education efforts, but also establish a connection between the Greenlandic and 
Alaskan language revitalization efforts. 17

Success through Community Involvement
Ultimately, it is most important to emphasize that the primary efforts must come from the 
community: “We’re the support staff; they call us up and we do our best to help by producing 
materials and documenting the languages, but as far as the real spark to get people learning and 
revitalizing the language, I’d say that has to come from within the community. You can’t make 
somebody do that,” says Kaplan. Greg Kimura likewise stressed, “One thing is absolutely clear: 
that we are not going to be able to accomplish the preservation, let alone the propagation of some

17 The idea of the Greenland-Alaska teacher exchange idea was communicated between the office of Lt. Governor 

Treadwell and between Lt. Governor Treadwell and



of these threatened languages unless that whole effort is led by the communities; they’re the ones 
who have to be the primary morale force for this, and also the voice for language preservation.”



Alaska Legislation Regarding The Preservation of Alaska Native 
Languages

P r e p a r e d  f o r  S e n a t o r  D o n a l d  O l s o n  

B y  T i m  S p e n g l e r , L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a l y s t

You asked if legislation has been introduced in Alaska seeking to establish a board or advisory council to 
oversee programs designed to preserve Alaska Native languages. Briefly, we were unable to identify any 
such current or past legislative efforts in Alaska.1 We did find, however, two examples of related 
legislation that may interest you, which we discuss below.

In 1972 the Alaska Legislature enacted CH 175 SLA 1972, which established the Alaska Native Language 
Center (ANLC) based at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).2 The mission of the ANLC is to serve as a 
center for research and documentation of the Native languages of Alaska. The Center publishes its 
research in story collections, dictionaries, and research papers. It also houses a large archival collection of 
items written in or about Alaska Native languages. Staff members provide materials for bilingual teachers 
and others who work with Native languages and provide consulting and training to teachers, school 
districts, and state agencies.

Professor Lawrence Kaplan, director of the ANLC, was unaware of any legislative attempts to form a board 
or council to oversee programs designed to preserve Alaska Native languages.3 He also polled his co­
workers at the Center who were also unaware of such efforts. Additionally, we spoke with the founder 
and first director of the ANLC, Professor Michael Krauss.4 Professor Krauss, a Harvard-trained linguist who 
taught at UAF from 1960-2000, informs us that no such legislative efforts have been put forward to his

1 In  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  p r o p o s e d  le g is la t io n  w e  r e v ie w e d  t h e  B i l l  A c t io n  S ta tu s  a n d  I n q u i r y  S y s te m s  ( f o r  le g is la t iv e  a c t i v i t y  

f r o m  1 9 9 3  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ) ,  t h e  A la s k a  F in a l S ta tu s  o f  B i l ls  a n d  R e s o lu t io n s  b o o k s  ( f o r  in f o r m a t io n  f r o m  1 9 7 7 - 1 9 9 2 ) ,  a n d  t h e

L e g is la t iv e  R e p o r t in g  S e r v ic e  r e p o r t s  ( f o r  I n f o r m a t io n  f r o m  1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 6 ) .  A d d i t io n a l l y ,  w e  c o m p le t e d  a  N e w s b a n k  s e a rc h  a n d  s p o k e  

t o  A la s k a  N a t iv e  la n g u a g e  e x p e r t s .  D e s p i t e  o u r  e f f o r t s .  I t  Is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  r e le v a n t  p r o p o s a ls  o f  le g is la t io n  h a v e  e lu d e d  u s .

3 M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  L a n g u a g e  C e n te r  Is  a v a i la b le  a t  http://www.uaf.edu/anlc.
3 P r o fe s s o r  K a p la n  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  ( 9 0 7 )  4 7 4 - 6 5 8 2 .

4 P r o fe s s o r  K ra u s s  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  ( 9 0 7 )  4 7 9 - 6 3 4 0 .

907-465-3991 
907-465-3908 (fax)

A la sk a  L e g i s l a t u r e
L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

w3.legisstate.ak.us/laa/research/research.php

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

http://www.uaf.edu/anlc


knowledge.3 He asserted that if such measures had been considered, he would almost certainly have 
been aware of them.

Additionally, Senate Bill 103, which addressed Native languages in schools, was passed into law in 2000 
(CH 29 SLA 2000, codified as AS 14.30.420).6 This measure mandates that school districts in which a 
majority of students are Alaska Natives shall establish a local Native language curriculum advisory board. 
If an advisory board recommends the establishment of a Native language curriculum, the school board in 
that district may initiate and conduct such a curriculum.

We hope you find this information to be useful. Please let us know if you have questions or need 
additional information,

s The idea of a board or advisory council to  oversee programs to preserve Alaska Native languages Intrigued the professor. He 
related that he would be very happy to consult with anyone considering such a measure.

6 The version of Senate Bill 103 that passed the legislature was House CS for Senate Bill 103 (HES).

L e g is l a t iv e  R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t  1 1 2 1 9 ______________________________________________
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NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION 10-61

A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWEST 
ARCTIC BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT OF 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ALASKA NATIVE 
LANGUAGES COMMISSION

Whereas, Alaska Native languages are inherently valuable and 
constitute vital sources of identity for Alaska Native peoples, reinforcing 
the cultural, geographic, and ethnic ties that make us unique; and

Whereas, Maintaining and nurturing our cultural identities in 
I meaningful ways is paramount to the future survival of Alaska Native

peoples as distinct societies within Alaska and the United States; and

Whereas, All Alaska Native languages are endangered or 
i severely endangered and the tragic loss of Eyak in 2008 underscores the
| vulnerability of Alaska Native languages; and
j

Whereas, The continued erosion or disappearance of cultural 
I identities has social implications for Alaska Native peoples; andi

Whereas, Language revitalization is a social justice issue 
, involving processes of psychological and spiritual healing, as well as
I processes of language re-acquisition, reclamation, and transmission; and

Whereas, Sustained statewide advocacy, research and corpus on 
behalf of Alaska Native language revitalization efforts, financial 
resources, and greater cooperation between Alaska Native language 
stakeholders is urgently needed to initiate or maintain language 
revitalization initiatives in Alaskan communities.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Northwest Arctic 
Borough Assembly supports the State of Alaska to work with the Alaska 
Federation of Natives (AFN) to establish an Alaska Native Languages 
Commission in order to; advocate on behalf of Alaska Native languages, 
facilitate and promote greater cooperation between Alaska Native 
language stakeholders, conduct and share research and corpus 
concerning Alaska Native and other indigenous languages, and to 
research the availability of and potentially provide financial resources for 

j Alaska Native language revitalization efforts.j
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; the Northwest Arctic Borough 

Assembly supports the State of Alaska to fund the Alaska Native 
Languages Commission with authority to make grants to tribal, charter 
and public schools to support Indigenous language education with an 
initial appropriation of $5 million over 2 years, and annually fund the 
program with a combined revenue from a 0.5 percent increase in



tobacco sales taxes, 0.025 percent increase in the fish taxes, 0.15 
percent increase in the mining tax, and 0.010 increase in the oil tax.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 23^ DAY OF NOVEMBER . 2010.

Walter G. Sampson, Assembly President

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 23rd DAY OF NOVEMBER. 2010.

SHkauraq Martha Whiting, Mayor

SIGNED AND ATTESTED THIS 23rd DAY OF NOVEMBER. 2010.

Helena Hildreth, Borough Clerk ATTEST:



H onorable Donny O lson , S en a to r  
A la sk a  S t a te  L e g is la tu r e  
A lask a  S t a te  C a p ito l,  Rm. 508 
Juneau, A la sk a  99801

Dear S en a to r  O lson:

I t  b r in g s  me g r a t i f i c a t i o n  to  s e e  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  
S en a te  B i l l  130 - A lask a  N a tiv e  Language & A d v isory
C o u n c il, "An A ct e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  A laska  N a t iv e  Language 
P r e s e r v a t io n  and A d v iso ry  C ou n cil and r e la t in g  t o  th e  
p r e s e r v a t io n ,  r e s t o r a t io n  and r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  A laska  
N a tiv e  L an gu ages."

I have b een  w orking in  th e  f i e l d  o f  lan gu age p r e s e r v a t io n  
and p e r p e tu a t io n  fo r  n e a r ly  4 0 y ea r s  and have s e e n  f i r s t  
hand th e  extrem e d e c l in e  o f  th e  Ifiupiaq la n g u a g e . A h an d fu l 
o f  our p e o p le  have d ev o ted  t h e ir  l i v e s  to  te a c h in g  i t  in  
th e  h op es o f  r e v e r s in g  t h i s  l o s s .  Much rem ains to  be done.

I w r ite  in  su p p ort o f  th e  b i l l  and urge p a ssa g e . H aving an 
A d v iso ry  C ou n cil whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  would be to  a d v o ca te  
fo r  N a tiv e  la n g u a g es  a c r o s s  th e  s t a t e  w i l l  go a lo n g  ways 
tow ards c r e a t in g  an atm osphere where we can r e a l i z e  a s h i f t  
in  la n gu age p r i o r i t i e s  in  A la sk a . I t  i s  h ig h  tim e th e  s t a t e  
r e c o g n iz e  th e  im portance o f  p e r p e tu a tin g  th e  la n g u a g es  o f  
i t s  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s .

Quyanaq.

R e s p e c t f u l ly  y o u rs ,

2 3  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2

Jana H archarek, D ir e c to r  
Inu p iaq  E d u cation
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NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Nunamiut Wolves 
N u n a m iu t S ch o o l  
P .O . B o x  2 1 0 2 9  
A n a k tu v u k  P a s s ,
A la s k a  9 9 7 2 1  
(9 0 9 )  6 6 1 -3 2 2 6  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  6 6 1 -6 2 1 5

Ataasuk Eagles 
M e a d e  R iv e r  S ch o o l 
A tq a s u k , A la s k a  9 9 7 9 1  
(9 0 7 )  6 3 3 -6 3 1 5  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  6 3 3 -6 2 1 5

B a r r o w  W h a l e r s  

B arro w  H ig h  S ch o o l 
P .O . B o x  9 6 0  
B arro w , A la s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
(9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -8 9 5 0  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -8 9 6 9

HMS Wolves 
E b e n  H o p so n , S r ., 
M em o ria l M id d le  S ch o o l 
P .O . B o x  5 0 9  
B arrow , A la s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
(9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -3 8 8 0  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -7 7 9 4

Arctic Foxes 
Fred  Ipa lo ok  
E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l 
P .O . B o x  4 5 0  
B arrow , A la s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
(9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -4 7 1 1  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  8 5 2 -4 7 1 3

Kaveolook Rams 
H aro ld  K a v e o lo o k  S ch o o l 
P .O . B o x  10  
K aktov ik , A la s k a  9 9 7 4 7  
(9 0 7 )  6 4 0 -6 6 2 6  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  6 4 0 -6 3 1 5

Nuiasut Trappers 
T ra p p e r  S ch o o l 
G e n e ra l D e liv e ry  
N uiqsu t, A la s k a  9 9 7 8 9  
(9 0 7 )  4 8 0 -6 7 1 2  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  4 8 0 -6 6 2 1

Tiklaaa Hamooners 
T ik lg aq  S ch o o l 
P .O . B o x  1 4 8  
P o in t H o p e , A la s k a  9 9 7 6 6  
(9 0 7 )  3 6 8 -2 2 6 2 /2 2 6 3  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  3 6 8 -2 7 7 0

Kali Quawiks
K ali S ch oo l
P .O . B ox 5 9 0 7 7
P o in t Lay , A la s k a  9 9 7 5 9
(9 0 7 )8 3 3 -2 3 1 1
F A X  (9 0 7 )  8 3 3 -2 3 1 5

A fafe H u s k i e s  
A la k  S ch oo l 
P .O . B ox 10
W a in w rig h t, A la s k a  9 9 7 8 2  
(9 0 7 )  7 6 3 -2 5 4 1  
F A X  (9 0 7 )  7 6 3 -2 5 5 0

Resolution 12-04

A RESOLUTION ENDORSING AND URGING THE 
PASSAGE OF SENATE BELL 130 - 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE ALASKA NATIVE 
LANGUAGE PRESERVATION AND ADVISORY 

COUNCIL

WHEREAS, Senator Donald C. Olson is a Sponsor of Senate Bill 130 in the 
State of Alaska Senate, an act establishing the Alaska Native Language Preservation 
Council and relating to the preservation, restoration and revitalization of all Alaska Native 
languages; and

WHEREAS, all Alaska Native Languages are threatened by extinction, including 
our own Ifiupiaq language; and

WHEREAS, the North Slope Borough 2011 Economic Profile and Census 
Report documents the serious decline in Ifiupiaq language competency among North 
Slope Borough residents; and

WHEREAS, the North Slope Borough Board of Education is committed to the 
preservation and revitalization of the Ifiupiaq language and culture and has established 
this as a critical element in the District’s Strategic Plan; and

WHEREAS, through communication with colleagues, researchers and Elders 
throughout the State, the critical status of Alaska’s Native languages has become an 
imperative which needs to be addressed as expeditiously and comprehensively as 
possible; and

WHEREAS, the indigenous languages of our state are critical and priceless 
components of the heritage of our State of Alaska which need to be nurtured to insure 
their preservation and perpetuation; and

WHEREAS, the intent of Senate Bill 130 is to preserve and maintain our Alaska 
Native languages which are the most critical aspects in terms of cultural continuity and 
revitalization; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the North Slope 
Borough formally endorses and supports and urges the expedient passage of Senate Bill 130.

Introduced: Adopted:

Board of Education



A L A S K A  L IB R A R Y  A S S O C IA T IO N

2012 RESOLUTION

TITLE: SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL NO. 130 and HOUSE BILL NO. 254: A STATE OF ALASKA ACT TO
ESTABLISH THE ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGE PRESERVATION AND ADVISORY COUNCIL 
AND RELATING TO THE PRESERVATION, RESTORATION, AND REVITALIZATION OF ALASKA 
NATIVE LANGUAGES.

W H E R E A S : T h e  A la s k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  p r o v id e s  le a d e r s h ip  a n d  a d v o c a c y  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  p o l i t ic a l

c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  l ib r a r y  c o m m u n i t y  in  A la s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : T h e  A la s k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  v a lu e s  t h e  d iv e r s i t y  o f  i ts  m e m b e r s  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  t y p e s  o f

l ib r a r ie s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  T h e  A la s k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  b e l ie v e s  in  t h e  r ig h t  o f  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : T h e  A la s k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  is  a  l e a d e r  in  f a c i l i t a t in g  c o o p e r a t io n ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  a n d  r e s o u r c e

s h a r in g  a m o n g  a l l  t y p e s  o f  l ib r a r ie s  In  A la s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : L ib r a r ie s ,  A r c h iv e s  a n d  M u s e u m s  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a  a r e  t h e  r e p o s i t o r ie s  o f  A la s k a  N a t iv e  a r t i f a c ts ,

w r i t in g s ,  a u d io  r e c o r d in g s  a n d  s o n g s , m a n y  o f  w h ic h  a r e  in  t h e i r  A la s k a  N a t iv e  la n g u a g e ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : T h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  A la s k a  N a t iv e  c u l t u r e s  a n d  a n c ie n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  k n o w le d g e  a r e  e m b e d d e d  in

A la s k a  N a t iv e  L a n g u a g e s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : In  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  t h e  r e m a in in g  1 9  in d ig e n o u s  la n g u a g e s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  e n d a n g e r e d ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : T h e  lo s s  o f  a n  in d ig e n o u s  la n g u a g e  c a n  d e p r i v e  t h e  w o r ld  o f  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f

A la s k a  N a t iv e  c u l t u r e s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e a r t i f a c t s ,  w r i t in g s ,  a u d io  r e c o r d in g s  a n d  s o n g s  lo c a t e d  in  

L ib r a r ie s ,  A r c h iv e s  a n d  M u s e u m s  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S : T h e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  is  p r o p o s in g  a n d  c o n s id e r in g  f u n d in g  S e n a t e  B ill 1 3 0  t o

e s ta b l is h  a n  A la s k a  N a t iv e  L a n g u a g e  P r e s e r v a t io n  A d v is o r y  C o u n c il  a n d  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  

p r e s e r v a t io n ,  r e s t o r a t io n ,  a n d  r e v i t a l i z a t io n  o f  A la s k a  N a t iv e  la n g u a g e s .

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  T H A T  t h e  A la s k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  a t  t h e i r  2 0 1 2  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  In  F a ir b a n k s  

c o n v e y s  i ts  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a te  B ill  1 3 0  a n d  H o u s e  B ill 2 5 4 ,  u r g e s  t h e  A la s k a  L e g is la tu r e  a n d  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  o f  A la s k a  t o  e n a c t ,  s ig n  in t o  l a w  a n d  f u n d  t h is  i m p o r t a n t  p ie c e  o f  le g is la t io n .

P A S S E D  T H IS  2 4  "  D A Y  O F  F E B R A U R Y , 2 0 1 2 .

President

Alaska Library-Association P.:0 Box .81084, Fairbanks. Ak 00708



ALASKA FEDERATION 
OF NATIVES Janua ry  23, 2012

The Honorable Don Olson 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 508 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Olson:

As you know, the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) is the largest statewide Native 
organization in Alaska representing more than 125,000 Alaska Natives residing in Alaska, and 
more than 120,000 Alaska Natives scattered throughout the other 49 states. AFN was organized 
in 1966 to facilitate bringing the various regional and village associations together in order to 
advocate with one voice for a fair settlement of our aboriginal land claims, which became the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA).

Today, AFN is governed by a 37-member board of directors representing villages (both federally 
recognized tribes and ANCSA village corporations), 11 regional tribal consortiums, and the 13 
regional ANCSA corporations. AFNs annual convention is the largest annual gathering of 
Native people within the United States. AFNs mission is, in part, to enhance and promote the 
cultural, economic and political voice of the Alaska Native community.

AFN supports the enactment of Senate Bill 130, entitled“An Act establishing in the Office of the 
Governor an advisory council for the preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska 
Native language^’and we join you in urging support for passage of this bill.

This bill establishes, in the Office of the Governor, an Alaska Native Language Preservation 
Council (Council) tasked with evaluating Alaska Native Language programs and making 
recommendations to establish new programs or reorganize current programs. We agree that 
indigenous languages are the most critical components in preservation of Alaska Native Cultures 
as they are the foundation of all cultural groups, including the Alaska Natives. Their 
preservations will preserve cultural ideas and traditions and serve as the backbone of all cultural 
elements. We also recognize the urgency of establishing such a Council as many Alaska Native 
Languages are threatened by extinction.

Attached is AFN Resolution 12-01,“Support of a State of Alaska Act To Establish The Alaska 
Native Language Preservation Council And Relating To The Preservation, Restoration and 
Revitalization of Alaska Native Languages!’ This resolution urges support of Senate Bill 130 and 
requests immediate action begin, by way of demonstration projects, to restore Alaska Native 
Languages. We believe inclusion of five language restoration demonstration projects will

1577 C STREET, SUITE 300 • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 * tel 907.274.361 1 • f«x 907.276.7989 • WWW.NATIVEFEDERATION.ORG
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strengthen the bill as it moves the issue beyond analysis and to a point where positive progress 
can be made.

I am also attaching a copy of a document entitled “Sealaska Heritage Institute Alaska Native 
Language Programs January 2012.” The first sentence of this document states: “Alaska Natives 
are comprised of seven linguistic groups including the Inupiat, Yup’ik, Aleut, Athabascan, 
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. Each has or had its own indigenous language.” This document 
describes the efforts of the Alaska Native Community from Barrow to Metlakatla on preserving 
the indigenous languages that exist in these regions. Their efforts will lead to the preservation of 
the foundations of the cultures that exist across the State of Alaska.

On behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives, we urge passage of Senate Bill 130 with 
additional language adding five language restoration demonstration projects for the Inupiat, 
Yup’ik, Aleut, Athabascan and Tlingit language groups.

Thank you for your continued preservation of the Alaska Native cultures during your times as a 
member of the Alaska State Senate.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have questions regarding this letter, please call me at 
AFN at 907-274-3611.

Sincerely,

Julie Kitka 
President

Attachment: AFN Resolution 12-01, “Support of a State of Alaska Act To Establish The
Alaska Native Language Preservation Council And Relating To The Preservation, 
Restoration and Revitalization of Alaska Native Languages”
Sealaska Heritage Institute: Alaska Native Language Programs, January 2012

Cc: The Honorable Lyman Hoffman
The Honorable Bob Herron 
The Honorable Neal Foster 
The Honorable Sean Parnell



ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES 

AFN LEGISLATIVE/LITIGATION COMMITTEE 

2012 RESOLUTIONALASKA FEDERATION 
OF NATIVES

RESOLUTION 12-01

TITLE: SUPPORT OF A STATE OF ALASKA ACT TO ESTABLISH THE ALASKA
NATIVE LANGUAGE PRESERVATION AND ADVISORY COUNCIL AND 
RELATING TO THE PRESERVATION, RESTORATION AND 
REVITALIZATION OF ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGES

WHEREAS: Alaska Native Languages have been spoken for thousands o f years; and

WHEREAS: Alaska Native Languages represent a significant resource o f the State of Alaska 
and have contributed to its vitality and diversity; and

WHEREAS: Alaska Native Languages are threatened by extinction; and

WHEREAS: the foundation of Alaska Native cultures and ancient traditional knowledge are 
embedded in Alaska Native languages; and

WHEREAS: knowledge of Alaska Natives languages promotes positive self-identity of Alaska 
Natives; and

WHEREAS: studies have demonstrated that the academic performance of Alaska Native
students improve when Alaska Native students are taught their Native language 
and culture; and

WHEREAS: Alaska Native corporations, organizations, and tribes and educational entities
throughout the State of Alaska are attempting to restore and teach Alaska Native 
Languages; and

WHEREAS: the Legislature of the State of Alaska is proposing through the proposed Senate 
Bill 130 to establish an Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory 
Council and relating to the preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska 
Native languages.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Alaska Federation of Natives conveys its support 
of Senate Bill No. 130 and urges the Alaska State Legislature and the Governor of 
Alaska to enact and sign into law the referenced Act

1577 C STREET, SUITE 300 .  Anchorage, Alaska 9B50I rn.807.274.3S11 . ru 807.276.7988 .  www.NATivEFEDERATiON.ORa
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Alaska Native Federal of Natives further urges the Alaska 
State Legislature and Governor of Alaska to support the allocation of funds to 
support Alaska Native Language restoration programs.

PASSED THIS 23rd DAY 

OF JANUARY 23,2012 

Julie E. Kitka 
President
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C I T Y  O F  B A R R O W
uF a r th e s t  N or th  I n c o r p o r a t e d  C ity”

21 January 2012

Senator Donald C. Olson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capitol Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801 FAX: 907-4654821

SUBJECT: Resolution in Support of Senate Bill 130 

Good afternoon, Senator Olson:

The Administration, Council and I personally, wish to commend you on the introduction of 
Senate Bill 130, Alaska Native Language & Advisory Council, in the Alaska State Legislature. 
We understand that the first hearing on this bill will be presented in hearing tomorrow, 24 January 
2012, In the Committee for State Affairs. Because of our short notice on this hearing, please 
submit and accept this letter as the City of Barrow’s unqualified but interim support in this effort

For the Barrow City Council meeting this Thursday, 26 January 2012,1 have submitted a 
formal resolution indicating the City’s unqualified endorsement of this legislation for Council 
ratification. On Friday of this week, I will send you a copy of that ratified endorsement for your

Senator Olson, I commend you on taking the initiative of introducing this long-overdue 
and necessary piece of legislation. I look forward in discussing its progress through the legislature 
with you. If there is any way that the City of Barrow can assist in facilitating its passage, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. I also look forward to visiting you in Juneau during the second week 
in February'.

Cc: Mayor Charlotte Brower, NSB
Bartow City Council 
Superintendent Peggy Cowan, NSBSD 
Jana Harcharek, Director Bilingual Education NSBSD 
Files

files.

Cordially,

Bob Harcharek, Mayor

P.O. Box 629 * BARROW, ALASKA 90723 ‘ PHONE (007) 082-8211 * FAX (907) 002-5371* www.dtvofbarirow.owt
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C I T Y  O F  B A R R O W
“Farthest North Incorporated Ctty"

RESOLUTION 04-2012

A  RESOLUTION OF THE BARROW CITY COUNCIL  
ENCOURAGING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO  

EXPEDIENTLY PASS SENATE BILL 130 -  AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN 
ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGE & ADVISORY COUNCIL

WHEREAS, Senator Donald C. Olson has Introduced Senate Bill 130 in the State of 
Alaska Senate, an act establishing the Alaska Native Language Preservation Council and relating 
to the preservation, restoration and revitalization of all Alaska Native languages; and

WHEREAS, the varied Alaska Native Languages and the rich culture and traditions 
associated with them established the foundation on which the State of Alaska was built; and

WHEREAS, all Alaska Native Languages are threatened by extinction, Including our own 
Inupiaq language; and

WHEREAS, for the past thirty years, the City of Barrow Mayor, Bob Harcharek, has been 
actively involved in researching and documenting trends and patterns of migration, the economies, 
language developments and educational opportunities of the residents of the North Slope Borough; 
and

WHEREAS, the North Slope Borough 2011 Economic Pro/tle and Census Report 
documents the serious decline in Inupiaq competency among North Slope Borough residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Barrow is committed to assisting any and all entities whose focus 
is the preservation and revitalization of the Alaska Native languages and cultures; and

WHEREAS, working and Interacting with researchers and colleagues throughout the 
State, such as UAA Professor Emeritus Carl E. Shepro, the critical status of Alaska’s Native 
languages has become an imperative which needs to be addressed as expediently and 
comprehensively as possible; and

WHEREAS, the indigenous languages of our state are critical and priceless components of 
the heritage of our State of Alaska, which need to be nurtured to insure their preservation; and ^

WHEREAS, the intent of Senate Bill 130 is to preserve and maintain our Alaska Native 
languages which are the most critical components of cultural preservation, continuity and 
revitalization; and

P.O. Box 939  *  BARROW, ALASKA 08733 * PHONE (007) 8824211 * FAX (907) 882-5871* www.cHvoffanrfow.org
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Barrow City Council formally endorses 
and encourages the Alaska State Legislature to expediently pass Senate Bill 130 into law.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BARROW CITY COUNCIL ON THIS 26th DAY OF 
JANUARY 2012 UNANIMOUSLY,

ATTEST: Bob Harcharek, Mayor

T r a ^ A - - — ____
Tracy Benson, City Clerk

P.O. Box 629 * BARROW, ALASKA 90723 *PH0NE (907) 862-6211 * I*



3909 Arctic Blvd, Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

(907) 222-9500 • fax (907) 222-9501

January 24, 2012

Senator Donald Olson 
State Capitol Building 
Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99501

RE: Support of SB 130, Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council

Dear Senator Olson:

Afognak Native Corporation offers its strong support for SB 130, “An Act establishing the 
Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council and relating to the preservation, 
restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native languages.”

Today there are only 45 fluent speakers of the Alutiiq language, the traditional language of the 
Native people of the Kodiak Archipelago, only 11 of which can speak the Northern Dialect, the 
traditional language of the A g ’uanermiut (people of Afognak). All the speakers are Elders.

Our traditional language, like so many Alaska Native languages, struggles for survival. 
Thankfully, through the joint efforts of the Alaska Native Corporations and Tribes in the Kodiak 
Archipelago and the Alutiiq Museum, we are preserving our language.

Afognak Native Corporation has funded a language program operated by the Native Village of 
Afognak and Native Village of Port Lions to create innovative language learning tools. KTUU 
Channel 2 News recently aired stories about these language preservation efforts:

• Alutiiq Language Website: http://www.ktuu.com/features/assignmentak/learning-alutiiq- 
online-20120112.0.5807593 .story

• Alutiiq Iphone Application: http://www.ktuu.com/videobeta/80965544-341 f-44e4-8e 14- 
5210bac33c9b/News/Afognak-Alutiiq-Connect-iPhone-app-intro

Although we have made progress in language preservation, there is still much to do to revitalize 
our Native language. We welcome the opportunity to collaborate with the State of Alaska, 
school districts, and other Native organizations to ensure Alaska Native languages remain a 
vibrant part of Alaska’s diversity.

Quyanaasinaq (thank you very much) for the opportunity to comment on this bill. If you would 
like to discuss our support further, please contact me at slukin@afognak.com / (907) 222-9505.

Sincerely,

^  j  J .
Sarah L. Lukin
Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs

Afognak
m h is
Native Corporation

http://www.ktuu.com/features/assignmentak/learning-alutiiq-
http://www.ktuu.com/videobeta/80965544-341
mailto:slukin@afognak.com


< e c u t i v e  B o a r d  
Annie Conger 

President

Philip Farson 
Past-President

Agatha John-Shlelds 
President-Elect

Karen Waters, 
Secretary

Beth Hartley 
T reasurer/Membership

Elmer Goodwin 
Elder

S p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  

G r o u p s

Early Childhood

Bertha Pavian-Lockuk 
Parent Advocacy

Shelby Fisther-Salmon 
Student Advocacy

Fanny Parker 
English-As-a-Second- 

Language

Tim Argetsinger 
AK Native Language and 

Culture Retention

Robert Charlie 
Adult Higher Education

Moses Dirks 
Linguistics and Research

R e g i o n a l

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Pribilof/Aleutians

Beverly Hugo 
North Slope

Northwest

Rachel Panamarioff 
Southcentral

Susan Paskvan 
Interior

Paul A Paul 
Western

Haifa Sadighl 
Southeast,

Urban 
Maureen Cronin- 

WmsComelius 
Anchorage 
Fairbanks

\ A laska  A ssocia tion  f o r  B ilin gu a l E du ca tion  
An A ffilia te  o fT E S O L  a n d  N A B E

Dear Alaska State Senators,

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 130 on behalf of the Alaska Association 
for Bilingual Education Alaska Native Language and Culture Retention Special 
Interest Group, The Alaska Native Language and Culture Retention Special 
Interest Group (ANLCR SIG) is comprised of a cross section of volunteer 
Native language educators, advocates, and activists working to protect, promote, 
and revitalize Native languages. As the only statewide Native language 
advocacy body, the ANLCR SIG carries out this work through conferencing and 
workshops, networking best practices, and advocating for institutional and 
governmental support for Native language revitalization initiatives. As a 
volunteer body our resources and ability to be effective are strained, however, 
which is why in 2010 the ANLCR SIG sought the creation of a statewide 
Alaska Native Languages Commission through Alaska Federation of Natives 
Resolution 10-34. It is for this reason that the ANLCR SIG enthusiastically 
supports SB 130.

SB 130 will help provide the political advocacy, human and financial resources 
Alaska Native language advocates, activists, and educators need to craft policies 
and projects that will contribute to the protection, promotion, and revitalization 
of Alaska Native languages. Such support is urgently needed at a time when all 
19 indigenous languages still spoken in Alaska are endangered or critically 
endangered. The passing in 2008 of Marie Smith Jones, the last fluent speaker 
of Eyak, underscores the vulnerability of Alaska Native languages and the 
urgency with which we must undertake this vital work.

Native languages and the rich cultures they make possible constitute an 
invaluable contribution to the diversity and richness of our State, and are 
together an essential component of Alaska’s identity. Indeed, there is nothing 
more Alaskan than Alaska Native languages, and future generations of Alaskans 
deserve the opportunity to experience and speak them.

Sincerely,

Timothy Aqukkasuk Argetsinger
Chair, AK Native Language and Culture Retention SIG



Alaska Native Education Association 
c/o B. Y. Alvanna-Stimpfle 
P.O. Box 729 
Nome, Alaska 99762 
httDi/Zaneaonline.ora/

ANEA Board 
MEMBERS, BY 
Region

At-Large 
Bernadette 
yaayuk Alvanna- 
Stimpfle
Co-Chair, Interim

INTERIOR 
Mary walker 
Co-Chair, Interim

Kodiak Islands 
Teri Schneider 
Vice President,
Interim

Southwest 
Nita Reardon

|**REASURER,
iterim

Northern Arctic 
Martha 
Stackhouse 
Secretary, Interim

Southcentral

Shirley
Tuzroyluke

Aleutian islands 
Moses Dirks

Bristol Bay 
Ester Ilutsik

Southeast
Florence

Sheakley

The mission of ANEA is to enhance, promote, and advocate for all Alaska Native cultures, values, languages, and traditions in the 
educational entities throughout Alaska.

January 25, 2012

Senator Donny Olson 
State Capitol Bldg. Rm. 508 
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator Olson,

The Alaska Native Educators Association (ANEA) Board is in favor of the SB 130. The ANEA Board was 
formed to provide a means to discuss issues facing Alaska Native students and is comprised of lifelong 
educators, representing most regions in Alaska. At the present time the Aleutian and Southeast region board 
seats are open and will be filled at our annual conference. Having no funding as an organization, we have had 
to piggyback with other conferences, specifically the Bilingual Multicultural Education Equity Conference 
(BMEEC). It is without a doubt that the longest standing issue in Alaska Native education is our Alaska Native 
languages.

Although the ANEA Board is a volunteer board, we are very active and dedicated to our youth as well as 
perpetuating our Alaska Native languages. Most of us have dedicated our lives to revitalizing our Alaska 
Native languages, doing what is needed to uphold our language and culture. As past and present certified 
teachers, we have taught Alaska Native language and culture, fitting it into mainstream classes within the 
educational system where ever we could. Some of us have created curricula in each of our perspective regions, 
which includes the Alaska Native culture and language. In the 1990’s some of the ANEA Board members 
worked with Dr. Ray Bamhardt in developing the Alaska Native Cultural Standards with the Alaska Rural 
Systemic Initiative (AKRS1) grant, until the grant lapsed. Most currently, we have worked with Phyllis 
Carlson, Director of Alaska Rural Education, on the development of a rubric, based on the Alaska Native 
Cultural Standards. The rubric measures how well classroom teachers are integrating the Cultural Standards into 
their classrooms. In spite of not having her own state budget for her department, Phyllis has managed to obtain 
funding from SERRC for us to work together several times throughout 2011, starting from December of 2010. 
The rubric is near completion but we feel we still need to meet face to face once more to finalize it and to work 
on a survey that will go with it on a statewide basis. We have partnered with the Future Educators of Alaska 
(FEA) and often hold a workshop in their conferences or they sponsor us in a workshop for the youth section 
during BMEEC. Another organization we have partnered with is the Alaska Native Teacher Preparation 
Program (ANTPP), a grant that was obtained by UAF. Lastly but not least, several ANEA Board members 
have participated in the Quality Teachers meetings headed by DEED.

ANEA firmly believes that it is vital to retain and develop Alaska Native languages. Current research supports 
the premise that personal persistence and identity which includes Alaska Native language development reduces 
suicide, as it is a concrete contribution to self-continuity. Studies show that whenever there are students taking 
Alaska Native language immersion classes, they thrive in all areas of study. We have seen it in our students, 
some of which are being chosen to participate in the state science fairs or math competitions; taking student 
leadership roles as high school students; and to becoming leaders in our communities.

ANEA Board supports Senate Bill 130.

Quyanaqpak, quyaana, kunish ‘gish, anabase’ for taking our written testimony.
Bernadette Alvanna-Stimpfle, ANEA Co-chair 
Mary White, ANEA Co-chair

Cc: ANEA B oard  m em b ers: T eresa Schneider, Nita R earden, M artha  S tackhouse , E sther Ilutsik, Shirley Tuzroyluke
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Senate State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Honorable Alaska State Legislators:

On behalf of the Alaska Native Heritage Center, and the many cultural and language bearers we 
serve and represent, I ardently express my support for Senate Bill 130 and House Bill 254 in the 
second session of the Twenty-Seventh Legislature, both entitled "An Act establishing the Alaska 
Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council and relating to the preservation, restoration, 
and revitalization of Alaska Native languages."

The Alaska Native Heritage Center (ANHC) is a 501(c) 3, non-profit organization whose 
mission is to serve as a gathering place for sharing, perpetuating and preserving Alaska’s unique 
indigenous cultures, languages, traditions and values through celebration and education. Our 15- 
member Board of Directors is currently governed by members of the 13 Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANSCA) Regions including Cook Inlet Region Inc., Chugach Alaska 
Corporation, Bristol Bay Native Corporation, NANA Regional Corporation, Arctic Slope 
Regional Corporation, Bering Straits Native Corporation, Koniag, Inc., Sealaska Corporation, 
and Ahtna, Inc.

As Alaska Native people, our indigenous languages fulfill a vital role in perpetuating cultural 
traditions and values. It is our sincere belief that it is critical to take proactive measures now to 
strengthen our languages while language speakers in each of the Alaska Native culture groups 
still exist, and the interest and aspiration to revitalize our languages for future generations is 
strong. At our core, we recognize that indigenous language learning promotes increased self­
esteem and confidence for Alaska Natives, particularly youth, and a strong cultural identity and 
knowledge of self translates into a stronger person overall. In a recent early childhood 
development study (Mclvor 2005), University of Victoria, B.C. researchers and speech 
pathologists working with Canadian First Nations have documented strong linkages between 
indigenous children who have a strong traditional cultural and linguistic background and 
academic and overall well-being.

Our vision is to promote intergenerational learning from within the indigenous Alaskan 
community. ANHC has sought to advocate for active language learning by hosting learning 
sessions for several Alaska Native languages, including Unangax (Aleut), Sugstun (Alutiiq), 
Ifiupiaq, Tlingit, and Yup’ik, while the most thorough instructional efforts have been for 
Dena’ina Athabascan. Further efforts are underway as ANHC seeks Administration for Native

8800 HERITAGE CENTER D RIVE ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99504-6100 * PHONE 907 330-8000 * FAX 907 330-8030
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Americans (ANA) grant funds, through the United States Department of Health and Social 
Services. The project will assess and identify local and statewide resources and partnerships that 
could be made available to Alaska Natives living in Anchorage, for teaching languages within 
the Eskimo-Aleut speaking, Athabascan speaking, and Tlingit/Haida/Tsimshian/Eyak speaking 
nations.

Progressively, ANHC is working to develop programs on site at the Center to provide indigenous 
language learning opportunities in a full immersion environment. Such opportunities are urgently 
needed at a time when all 19 indigenous languages still spoken in Alaska are endangered or 
critically endangered. The passing in 2008 of Chief Marie Smith Jones, the last fluent speaker of 
Eyak, underscores the vulnerability of Alaska Native languages.

SB 130 / HB 254 will help provide the much-needed political infrastructure, as well as resources 
both human and financial, to build and follow policies within and outside the state government, 
to promote sustainable Alaska Native language efforts. Meaningful investment by the State of 
Alaska in the cultural strengthening of Alaska Native languages will not only contribute to a 
stronger Alaska Native society, but a stronger Alaska as a whole, and therefore warrants the 
highest legislative priority.

I am available to discuss this matter, and provide verbal or written testimony to further provide 
evidence for these facts, in my vehement support for SB 130 / HB 254.

Sincerely,

& CEOette Evans Smith, President 
ika Native Heritage Center

8800 HERITAGE CENTER DRIVE ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9 9 5 0 4 - 6 1 0 0  • PHONE 9 0 7  330-8000 * FAX 9 0 7  330-8030
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arctic slop e  
regional corporation

Tara Sweeney
Senior Vice President of External Affairs 
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation 
3900 C Street, Suite 801 
Anchorage, AK 99503

January 27, 2012

Senator Donald C. Olson 
State Capitol, Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Olson,

I congratulate you on your continued effort to preserve and restore the many indigenous 
languages in our great state, and stand behind your push to create the Alaska Native Language 
and Advisory Council.

As an Inupiat Eskimo who grew up in Barrow, and later spent time in Noorvik, Unalakleet and 
Bethel, I’ve seen first-hand how Alaska Native languages can link a community to its culture and 
traditions, as well as help to bridge the gap between generations. The passage of Senate Bill 
130 would help to ensure that these languages in Alaska would not only thrive, but also serve 
as a guide for future Alaskans.

I look forward to the passage of this important piece of legislation, and will monitor its progress 
throughout this legislative session.

Sincerely,
ARCTIC SLOPE REGIONAL CORPORATION

cc: Jana Harcharek, North Slope Borough School District

Corporate Headquarters • P.O. Box 129 • Barrow • Alaska • 99723-0129 • (907) 852-8533 or (907) 852-8633 .  FAX (907) 852-5733



North Slope Borough
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

P.O. Box 69 
Barrow, Alaska 99723 
Phone: 907 852-2611 o r 0200 
Fax: 907 852-0337 or 2595
email: chariotte.brower@north-slope.org

C h a r lo tte  E . B r o w e r ,  M a y o r

January 25, 2012

Honorable Senator Donald C. Olson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capitol, Rm. 508 
Juneau, A K  99801

Subj: Senate B ill 130 — Alaska Native Language &  Advisory Council 

Honorable Senator Olson,

I t  is w ith  pleasure and hope that I  write this letter o f  support fo r Senate B ill 130 Alaska Native Language 
&  Advisory Council: “A n  Act establishing in the Office of the Governor an advisory council for the 
preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native Languages .”

The issue o f  preserving, restoring, and revitalizing Alaska Native Languages (ANLs) is o f  significant 
importance to my administration and to the people o f  the North Slope. This was true when the North 
Slope Borough (NSB) was incorporated in 1972 and has an even greater urgency today since we know far 
too few o f our population is able to speak our language.

Senate B ill 130 seeks to establish a state-level task force w ithin the Office o f  the Governor to assess our 
AN Ls and to make recommendations to the Governor and Legislature. A t the regional level, over 30 
years ago, the NSB established through ordinance the Inupiat Heritage, Language and Culture (IHLC) 
Commission. W ith in our local government, this group is tasked w ith duties similar to those o f this 
proposed commission as it relates to our Inupiaq language. Most recently this local commission focused 
on the issue o f  language preservation through the active participation in the development, creation, and 
now distribution o f  the North Slope Inupiaq version o f Rosetta Stone language software. The Rosetta 
Stone project is an example o f  jus t one o f many efforts o f  the NSB and IHLC Commission to preserve, 
restore and revitalize our Inupiaq language. While we are certain it is an important step in the right 
direction, we know there is much work ahead in the future fo r the North Slope and the state.

It is because o f  this that we give our highest possible recommendation o f  support o f  this B ill and urge the 
State Legislature to do the same. I f  we expect to succeed in the significant and challenging cause fo r our 
Alaska Native languages we must have a strong and unified effort at every level, local to state. Thank 
you fo r your consideration o f our comments and recommendation o f  support.

Sincerely,

Charlotte E. Brower
NSB Mayor

mailto:chariotte.brower@north-slope.org
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January 18,2012

Senator Donald Olson 
Alaska State Capitol Room 508 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Olson:

Chugachmiut appreciates your introduction of SB 130 for the purpose of establishing an 
Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council within the State of Alaska. We fully support 
the bill and encourage the legislature to adopt it this year.

As I reflect on the Suqpiaq language spoken in our area, and how  close it came to  extinction, 
I am comforted th a t federal language grants have given us an opportunity to preserve it 
and teach a new  generation of speakers. Yet we are losing our teachers a t a very rapid rate. 
One of our few Elder speakers passed away recently and w e feel the loss deeply. We relied 
extensively on him to  help guide our language restoration efforts.

Our tribes are clear and focused on preservation of Suqpiaq and teaching our youth. 
Nanwalek has struggled for years to support an immersion school. We are now finding 
some acceptance for language instruction in our public schools. Chugachmiut has 
collaborated w ith the  2 school districts with schools in our villages over the past 2 years 
and we hope to see m ore in the future.

An Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council as proposed in your bill would be 
extremely beneficial to our language preservation effort Please let us know w hat we can do 
to support i t

Respectfully,

Patrick M. Anderson 
Executive Director

TAMAMTA PIGPET
1840 Bragaw Street, Suite 110 /  Anchorage. AK 99508-3463 /  (907) 562-4155 /  Fax (907) 563-2891 of Ours'
A  T riba l O rg a n iz a t io n  S e rv in g  th e  C h u g a c h  N a t iv e  P e o p le s  o f  A la s k a



The Eyak Corporation
360 West Benson Blvd., Suite 210
Anchorage, AK 99503
Email: nbarnes@eyakcorp.com
Phone: (907) 334-6971
Fax: (907) 334-6973

January 23, 2012

Senator Donald Olson 
State Capitol Building 
Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Support of SB 130, Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council

Dear Senator Olson:

The Eyak Corporation greatly appreciates your introduction of SB 130 to establish an Alaska 
Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council. We strongly support the bill and 
encourage the Alaska State Legislature to adopt it this year.

In January 2008, after the passing of the last fluent speaker in the Eyak language, Chief Marie 
Smith Jones, the language was thought to be extinct. However, a number of shareholders of The 
Eyak Corporation, including descendants of Ms. Smith Jones, are of Eyak descent and have 
begun learning the language of their ancestors. In 2011, immersion clinics were held to teach the 
Eyak language in Cordova and Anchorage. Those clinics proved, beyond the slightest doubt, 
that Eyaks are fighting valiantly to keep their language alive.

Please let us know how we can support your efforts in furtherance of SB 130. We look forward 
to our Eyak shareholders and descendants expressing their appreciation to you, in Eyak.

Sincerely,

The Eyak Corporation

President

mailto:nbarnes@eyakcorp.com
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William L. (Iggiagruk) H ensley 
Inupiaq

Roy M. Huhndorf
Yup'ik

Julie E . Kitka 
Chugach Eskimo

S am  Kito, Jr.
Tlingit

Ja n ie  L eask 
Haida-Tsimshian .

Oliver Leavitt 
Inupiaq

Albert K ookesh
Tlingit

Byron I. Mallott 
Tlingit

Morris T hom pson
Athe. "V
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F 907.677.1780 . 
info@ firstalaskans.org - 
wvwvfirstalaskans.org

First Alaskans i l l  institute

February 15, 2012

Senator Donald Olson Representative Alan Dick

State Capitol Room 508 State Capitol Room 104

Juneau AK 99501 Juneau AK 99801

Re: SB 130 & HB 254 Creating the Alaska Native Language Preservation & Advisory

Council

Dear Senator Olson and Representative Dick,

On behalf of First Alaskans Institute, we extend a sincere thank you (Unangam Tunuu: 
Qa/aalakuf -  thank you) (Inupiag: quiagipsi apai - 1 thank you very much) to the

sponsors and co-sponsors of SB 130 and HB 254 for your deep insight and commitment 

in moving the important topic of Alaska Native languages forward in this state; it  is 
critically needed.

First Alaskans Institute is a statewide Alaska Native non-profit organization focused on 

advancing Alaska Natives for the next 10,000 years. We work to empower the 

indigenous peoples of this land to ensure that we are involved in, shaping, and making 

the decisions that impact our lives.

Revitalizing our Alaska Native languages is an important part of the restoration of 
healthy and well communities in Alaska -  for all Alaskans. We ask a II legislators to 

support this bill and vote in the affirmative to create the Alaska Native Language 

Preservation & Advisory Council. Some may ask why support Alaska Native languages 

when there are so many different languages from across the world spoken in Alaska? 

The answer is simple. All other world languages have a home, countries which speak 

them, nurture them, and grow their complexity and nuance over time but the only 

home the indigenous languages of Alaska have is right here.

Our languages contribute to the uniqueness of Alaska and the rich human diversity of 

this planet. Given an opportunity to blossom, they nourish and enrich lives, empower 

voices, grow cultural continuity, and strengthen identity. People who are strong in who 

they are and knowledgeable about their cultures are prepared for and work hard for 

individual and collective success.

mailto:info@firstalaskans.org


Most importantly, languages contain knowledge not available anywhere else in the 

world, especially in relationship to the land it has grown and developed on. If we, as 

Alaskans, are to steward Alaska and her resources into the future for her common good 

and for the benefit of all Alaskans, then the languages of Alaska Native peoples is crucial 

to this endeavor.

In reading through the most current version of the bills, we want to emphasize and 

acknowledge the importance of this legislations purpose of working to preserve and 

revitalize our endangered Alaska Native languages and to advise the Governor and the 

Legislature on how to do so. In order for this Council to be successful it will need 

resources to implement initial and on-going activities. We also strongly support and 

request the Governor and the appropriate appropriations committees to accordingly 

allocate the needed state resources.

Again, it is with excitement over the promise contained in this bill -  that our languages 

are vital to our success and that of our children, and to the health of Alaska overall, that 

we request full Legislative support of SB 130 and HB 254.

My Board Chair or I would be happy to provide testimony in support of this vital 

legislation if the need arises so please do not hesitate to contact me.

lislilix, Quyanaq,

Denise R. Morris (Unangan) 

President/CEO
Willie "Iggiagruk" Hensley (Inupiaq) 

Chair of the Board of Trustees



" W o o s h  - J ee  - e e n  "
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January 23,2012

Senator Donald C. Olson 
Alaska State Capito! Rm 508 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

The Huna Heritage Foundation wholeheartedly supports Senate Bill 130 which would establish 
the Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council to assess the State of Alaska Native 
Languages and re-evaluate the programs within the state and make recommendations to the 
Governor and Legislature to establish new programs or reorganize the current programs.

SB 130 would help to preserve and maintain Alaska Native Languages which are critical to the 
preservation and cultural ideas and traditions of all Alaska Natives.

We believe that SB130 would support indigenous languages and help stem the tide of language 
extinction within the great state of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Marlene Johnson 
Board President 
Huna Heritage Foundation
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January 19, 2012

Senator Donald Olson 
Alaska State Capital Room 508 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Olson,

Thank you for introducing SB 130 to establish an Alaska Native Language Advisory Council 
within the State of Alaska. Kawerak Inc. supports this bill and encourages the legislature to 
work together to pass the bill as a way to begin preserving and advancing our proud cultural 
heritage as Alaskans.

All Alaska Native languages are considered endangered or severely endangered by linguists, The 
tragic loss of Eyac in 2008 underscores the universal vulnerability of Alaska Native Languages. 
The continued loss of Alaskan Native cultural identities has social implications for our state's 
civil society; including depression, self-destructive behaviors and community shame.

In the Bering Strait region, our Native languages have been declining over the years. While we 
don't have a formal language survey, we know our young people and children do not speak our 
languages as a first language. St. Lawrence Island Yupik would be an exception, but they are 
also seeing a decline. The Eskimo Heritage Program is working on an Inuplaq language project 
called Visual Inupiaq Vocabulary Acquisition (VIVA) with the Fish River Inupiaq dialect of which 
there are about four fluent speakers left. We must "catch" these elders in order to help their 
communities to relearn and retain their language. Native language revitalization has become 
very critical for the Bering Strait region.

Our Native language of Inupiaq is a global one, spanning from the Chukotka side of the Russian 
Far East to the Bering Strait region in Alaska, through Arctic Canada and on to Greenland. The 
valuable importance of our language can increase cultural heritage, support sustainable 
communities, and encourage collaboration among generations (Elders to Youth) in various 
projects and programs throughout the region and state.

Kawerak Inc. supports SB 130 as a method to build statewide advocacy, research and corpus on 
behalf of Alaska Native language revitalization efforts, and support greater cooperation 
between stakeholders that is urgently needed to initiate and maintain language revitalization 
initiatives in all Alaskan communities.



If you have questions, please contact Bernadette Alvanna-Stimpfle, Director of Eskimo Heritage 

Program at balvannastlmpfle@kawerak.org or by writing to P.O. Box 948, Nome, AK 99762. Her 

direct line is 907-443-4386.

Sincerely,

Loretta Bullard, President

Cc; Rose Fosdlck, Natural Resources VP

Bernadette Alvanna-Stimpfle, Eskimo Heritage Program Director

mailto:balvannastlmpfle@kawerak.org


The Honorable Donny Olson 
State Senate 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

January 16, 2012

Dear Senator Olson;

NANA Regional Corporation supports Senate Bill 130, “An Act establishing in the Office of the Governor an advisory
council for the preservation, restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native languages” as well as its companion bill, 
House Bill 254. NANA appreciates that the passage of this bill would provide a mechanism for recommendation to the 
Governor of the establishment or reorganization of programs to support preservation, restoration and revitalization of 
Alaska Native languages. Many Alaska Native languages, which include Inupiaq dialects found in the NANA Region, 
are in danger of becoming extinct. Alaska Native Languages are the key to preserving and perpetuating Alaska Native 
cultural ideas, philosophies and traditions as well as the rich and common history of the State of Alaska. The Alaska 
Native Language and Advisory Council wouldbe a powerful tool to bring language specialiststogether to share best 
practices and to identify programs and funding tools that can be used to address the urgent issue before us. The benefits 
c^^-eserving and perpetuating Alaska Native languages, especially in youth, go beyond preserving history, traditions 
auu culture; they directly impact the health and well-being of Alaska residents, the statewide economy, and thelong 
term sustainability and success of the State of Alaska.

Benefits Beyond Tradition:

The benefits of revitalizing and perpetuating Alaska Native languages are not limited to continuing traditions. 
Revitalizing Alaska Native languages will preserve Alaska’s rich history and diversity while reinforcing positive 
Alaska Native identity in Alaska Native youth. Positive reinforcement of Alaska Native identities in students can 
reduce youth suicide rates and decrease youth substance abuse. Native American language immersion schools 
throughout the United States (for example, Piegan Institute in Browning, Montana; Tsehootsooi Dine Bi olta in Fort 
Defiance, Arizona; Cherokee Immersion in Tahlequah, Oklahoma) show increased academic performance, lower 
suicide rates and reduced disciplinary problems. Improvement of academic performance is related to better testing 
scores, increased graduation rates and can increase the percentage of students obtaining a post-secondary education. In 
the long run, Native language programscontribute to the sustainability of communities by contributing to economic 
development and local capacity building as well as improvements in public safety.

Barriers to Revitalization. Preservation and Perpetuation:

There are significant barriers to perpetuating the Iflupiaqlanguage in northwest Alaska, but organizations within the 
region are working hard to surmount existing obstacles. In 2005, the Aqqaluk Trust, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to education and language and cultural preservation that NANA contributes to, and the Native Village of

NANA Regional Corporation, Inc. • PO Box 49 Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 • T: (907) 442-3301, (800) 478-3301, (907) 442-4161 •



Kotzebue surveyed the Northwest Arctic Borough. The survey showed that only 14% of the Borough’s residents 
understand Inupiaq fluently. The survey also found that 92% of speakers are over the age of 65. The median age of the 
Borough is currently 24 years old. These data show that we are faced with an uphill battle to preserve and perpetuate 
our language.

NANA, through the Aqqaluk Trust, is supporting efforts to revitalize and perpetuate the Inupiaq language. NANA 
entered a unique partnership withRosetta Stoneto produce an interactive computer learning program as part of the 
Rosetta Stone Endangered Language Program.Software for the two predominant dialects in our regionare available to 
our shareholders and the public. An additional effort to perpetuate our language -  a gem in our region -  is the 
Nikaitchautllisagviat immersion school in Kotzebue. While the efforts in our region have contributed to the 
perpetuation of thelnupiaq language, greater institutional change is needed.These programs have limited audiences of 
learners. This coupled with limited funding to support Alaska Native language efforts, access to youth in public 
schools and access to adult language programs threaten to widen the generational gap between Ifiupiaq speakers and 
non-speakers.

Coming together for Solutions:

On behalf of NANA, thank you for elevating this important issue by introducing SB 130. It would be invaluable for the 
C^ncil to work with the Governor’s Office to create real solutions to preserving and perpetuating Alaska Native 
L«,iguages. As you know, the solutions will require a team effort and a multi-pronged approach from the State, private 
entities and local communities. The Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council would provide a forum to identify 
solutions by bringing together resources from across the state to share what is working, what is not working, and how 
the State of Alaska and other entities can work together to ensure that our Alaska Native languages are not extinct, but 
are a thriving part of our communities.

NANA supports the passage of Senate Bill 130 and suggests that your consider Linda Lee, Lorena Williams, Polly 
Agnik Schaeffer and Barbara Atoruk, all Ifiupiaq language experts, resources for the Alaska Native Language and 
Advisory Council and the Alaska State Legislature.

NANA Regional Corporation

NANA Regional Corporation, Inc. • PO Box 49 Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 • T: (907) 442-3301, (800) 478-3301, (907) 442-4161 •
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January 20, 2012

Senator Donald Olson 
State Capitol Building 
Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: S u p p o rt o f  S B  130, A laska N ative L an gu age P reserva tion  and  A d v isory  C ouncil

Dear Senator Olson:

In the majestic forests of Southeast Alaska, along the coastlines of Haa Aani (Our Land), our 
people have gathered in the clan houses and told our stories for thousands of years, passing 
down the wisdom of Elders and the richness of our culture for generations. This oral history 
stood unbroken for centuries, but now the languages of the Alaska Native people face 
extinction. It is imperative that these languages be preserved and with them, the foundation 
of Alaska Native cultures and ancient traditional knowledge.

Sealaska Corporation offers its overwhelming support of SB 130, An Act establishing the 
Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council and relating to the preservation, 
restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native languages. Sealaska urges the Alaska State 
Legislature and Governor of Alaska to also champion an allocation of funds to programs that 
restore Alaska Native Languages.

We can all be part of a solution to address the many challenges facing Alaska Natives. 
Native youth have been shown to improve academic performance when taught in their Native 
tongue; healthy self-esteem has been linked to a strong sense of identity; and thriving 
communities are built on the foundation of strong family relationships and lines of 
communication.

Please share this letter of support to any extent that it might encourage others to vote for the 
passage of SB 130, and secure funding for programs to restore the words of our ancestors.

Sincerely,

G J J M  f t i«

Albert Kookesh, Board Chair 
SEALASKA CORPORATION

One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 400 • Juneau, AK 99801-1276 • Phone (907) 586-1512 • Fax (907) 586-2304



Tanana Chiefs Conference
C h ie f  P e t e r  John  T r i b a l  B u i ld in g

122 First Avenue, Suite 600 
Fairbanks, Alaska 90701-4897 

(907) 452-8251 Fax: (907) 459-3952

s t ' U K i . G I O N . s

K U S K O K W IM
M. ■
1 - I'a

L O W E R
Y U K O N

V ia  Em ail: Senator Doitnv Olson@leeis.state.ak.u.s
Senator B ill W ielechowski @legis.state.ak.us
Senate State A ffa irs  Committee Members, via  ind iv idua l email

RE: Support for CS/SB 130 -  “An Act establishing an Alaska Native Language and 
Advisory Council.”

Dear Senator Olsen,
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From  its beginning o f time, the truest picture and the deepest thoughts and feelings o f this ( 
great land have been woven in to  the words o f A laska’s indigenous people and the ir 
languages. A  part o f  this Great Land’ s heart and m ind and soul is lost forever, whenever 
one o f  A laska ’ s N ative  languages dies.

The Tanana Chiefs Conference views CS fo r SB 130 as a hum ble but im portant beginning 
o f  a process and partnership that brings Alaskans together to bu ild  a permanent legacy that 
w i l l  enrich the future o f  all Alaskans.
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F o r many years, the Athabascan tribes o f the In terior, along w ith  other tribes and local, 
regional and state-wide organizations and educational institu tions throughout Alaska have 
strong ly  encouraged the state to partner w ith  them in  supporting the ir e fforts to preserve, 
restore and rev ita lize  one o f A laska’s most unique and cherished legacies - its Native 
languages.

O ver the years, issues relating to Alaska Native language preservation, restoration and 
rev ita liza tion  have been raised and approached by a patchw ork o f  programs and projects. 
Numerous tribes, organizations and educational institu tions have expended a considerable 
am ount o f tim e and resources to study and address issues related to A laska ’s N ative  
languages, and numerous Native language-related b ills  have been introduced in the 
legislature.
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CS/SB 130 establishes a process to bring together co llec tive  and representative knowledge 
and experience that can provide guidance to state and triba l leadership regarding a more 
coordinated strategy to preserve, restore and revita lize A laska ’s Native languages.

The Tanana Chiefs Conference most strongly supports the sp irit and in ten t o f  CS fo r SB 
130. W e deeply appreciate your w illingness to sponsor the b ill, and encourage a ll members 
o f  the legislature to support its passage during this session.

T se n 'ii (Thank you)

JA N A  C H IEFS CO NFERENCE

Jeny Isaac,IjPresident/Chairman

Tan,inn Chiefs Conference's mission is lo provide a unified voice advancing tribal governments, economic and social development, 
prom oting physical and mental wellness, educational opportunities and protecting traditional and cultural values.



January 18 ,2012

Senator Donald Olson
Community and Regional A ffairs Committee Chair 
State o f Alaska
State Capitol Building Rm 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

Honorable Senator Olson:

1 am w riting  to convey my support fo r Senate Bill 130, a b ill to establish an Alaska Native Language and 
Advisory Council. The creation of such a council is desperately needed and is long overdue.

In recognition of the languages of the Alaska Native peoples being treasures, and in support o f our own efforts, 
as indigenous peoples, to maintain and develop our languages, It is my belief that the State of Alaska should 
make it  a policy to act and assist the e ffort to revitalize, maintain, and development o f the languages of Alaska's 
indigenous people w ith  the creation o f an Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council.

In addition to a making a sh ift from  a past colonial government policies which have devastated languages and 
cultures of Alaska’s indigenous peoples, and current policies which have perpetuated the ir decline, significant 
resources should also be applied to implement the in itia l and on-going activities o f the Council. Time is o f the 
essence as we continue to have elders and best indigenous language speakers pass on. As our languages are 
restored and valued fo r the treasures that they are Alaska w ill become a richer place for all.

1 understand you are compiling a lis t o f people to provide testimony during the firs t committee hearing w ith  
State Affairs which is chaired by Senator Wielechowski. 1 am w illing  to testify by phone during the committee 
hearing which is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24th at 9:30am. I could be available to call in at about 9:15 i f  1 
am provided the opportunity.

Thank you fo r sponsoring this legislation and for your support o f the Alaska Native peoples o f Alaska.

Shesh t'qe\ani,

Jonathon S. Ross
President and Principle Consultant

m a n a g e m e n l ’g ro u p19933 Tulwar Drive Chugiak, AK 99567 T. 907.227.1856 * 907.230.14571 tsiltan@gmail.com *
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T he H o norab le  B ert S ted m an , C o-C hair 
T he H onorab le  L ym an H offm an, C o-C hair 
S e n a te  F in an c e  C om m ittee 
S ta te  C apito l, Rm. 516  a n d  518 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

RE: SB 130, An Act e s tab lish in g  th e  A laska N ative L anguage P reserv a tio n  a n d  
A dvisory C ouncil a n d  re la tin g  to th e  p reserv a tio n , re s to ra tio n , a n d  
rev ita liza tio n  of A lask a  N ative lan g u ag es

D ear S e n a to rs  S te d m a n  a n d  Hoffm an:

I a p p re c ia te  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  testify  in  s u p p o r t of S en a te  Bill 130, “An Act 
e s ta b lish in g  th e  A lask a  Native L anguage P reserv a tio n  a n d  A dvisory C ouncil 
a n d  re la tin g  to th e  P reservation , R esto ra tion , a n d  R evitalization  of A laska  
N ative la n g u a g e s .” I w ou ld  also  like to com m end  y ou  in  th is  nob le  effort to 
s u p p o r t th e  r ich  lin g u is tic  a n d  c u ltu ra l d iversity  of th is  S ta te .

I am  B yron  M allott, a  m em b er of th e  S e a la sk a  C orpo ra tion  B o ard  of D irecto rs, 
a n d  fo rm er P re s id en t a n d  CEO of F irs t A lask an s In s titu te . My T lingit n a m e s  
a re  D ux  d a  n e ik  a n d  K’oo del t a \  I am  th e  c lan  le ad e r of th e  K w aashk l K w aan 
(H u m p b ack  Salm on) c lan , F o rt H ouse from  D ry Bay, n e a r  Y ak u ta t.

Before I s ta te  m y re a so n s  for su p p o rtin g  SB 130, it is  im p o rta n t to  briefly 
ou tlin e  th e  s ta tu s  of A lask a  Native lan g u ag es  today . U n less  rem ed ia l ac tio n  is 
in itia ted , m o s t all of A lask a  N ative lan g u ag es  will jo in  th e ir  a lread y  ex tin c t 
lin g u is tic  rela tive , th e  E yak, w ith in  a  few sh o rt d ecades. A UNESCO re p o rt on  
en d a n g e re d  la n g u a g e s  c lassifies  na tive  lan g u ag es  a s  “v u ln e ra b le”, defin itely  
en d an g e red , severely  en d an g ered , critica lly  en d an g e red  a n d  ex tinct. In o u r  
s ta te , th e  Y up’ik  la n g u ag e  is  th e  h e a lth ie s t, y e t is  still “v u ln e ra b le”, m e an in g  
ch ild ren  still s p e a k  th e  lan g u ag e  b u t  in  lim ited  d o m a in s  (home). The In u p iaq  
la n g u ag e  sp o k en  in  th e  N orth  Slope a n d  K otzebue a n d  th e  G w ich’in
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A th a b a sk a n  la n g u a g e s  a re  “severely en d an g e red ,” m ean in g  th a t  th e  lan g u ag es  
a re  sp o k en  by g ra n d p a re n ts  a n d  o lder gen era tio n s . W hile th e  p a re n t 
g e n e ra tio n s  m a y  u n d e r s ta n d  In u p iaq  a n d  G w ich’in  A th ab ask an , th ey  do n o t 
genera lly  s p e a k  th e se  lan g u ag es  to  ch ild ren  o r am ong  them selves. A leut,
Tlingit, H a id a  a n d  T s im sh ia n  lan g u ag es  a re  “critica lly  e n d an g e red ” m ean in g  
th a t  th e  y o u n g e s t sp e a k e rs  a re  g ra n d p a re n ts  a n d  older, a n d  they  s p e a k  th e  
la n g u ag e  p a rtia lly  a n d  in frequen tly . T h is s ta te  h a s  lo s t th e  E yak  language , 
w h ich  is  now  ex tinc t.

T he S ta te  of A la sk a  can  s to p  th is  rap id  p ro g ress  to w ard s  lang u ag e  ex tinc tion  
by  p a s s in g  SB 130 “An Act e s tab lish in g  th e  A laska  N ative L anguage 
P rese rv a tio n  a n d  A dvisory C ouncil a n d  re la tin g  to  th e  P reservation ,
R esto ra tio n , a n d  R evitalization  of A laska N ative la n g u a g e s .” T h is is  a  h is to ric  
a n d  sym bolic  bill. F or th e  firs t tim e, th e  h ig h e s t office in  o u r s ta te  is 
acknow ledg ing  th e  v a lu e  of lingu istic  diversity . T h is is  p rog ress. We have 
m oved from  a  tim e  w h en  o u r  people h a d  th e ir  m o u th s  w ash ed  o u t w ith  so ap  for 
sp eak in g  th e ir  la n g u ag e  to  a  tim e w hen  th e  G overnor of o u r  s ta te  will have an  
A dvisory C o u n c il o n  Native L anguages.

The C ouncil w o n ’t  solve all of o u r p rob lem s. T here  is  m u c h  w ork  to  do. T h a t 
w ork  m u s t  be  in  la n g u ag e  re s to ra tio n . L anguages th a t  a re  severely an d  
critica lly  e n d a n g e re d  m u s t  te a c h  a n d  n u r tu re  la n g u ag e  le a rn e rs  so th a t  they  
c a n  te a c h  th e  la n g u a g e  to  o th e rs . S e a la sk a  H eritage In s titu te  recen tly  
su rveyed  la n g u a g e  te a c h e rs  / le a rn e rs  in  S o u th e a s t com m u n ities . W hen ask ed  
how  long th e y  h a d  b een  lea rn in g  a n d  how  long th e y  h a d  b een  teach in g , th e  
d ifference w as  very  little , som etim es only one sem este r. O u r lang u ag e  
le a rn e r s / te a c h e r s  n eed  su p p o r t a t  all levels. N ative lan g u ag e  c u rr ic u la  a n d  
Native L anguage te a c h e rs  a re  c ritica l for lan g u ag e  rev italization .

The h e a r t  of th e  C o u n c il’s  w ork  will be  to “adv ise th e  governor a n d  th e  
leg is la tu re  o n  p ro g ram s, policies, a n d  p ro jec ts  for co s t effective p reserv a tio n , 
re s to ra tio n , a n d  rev ita liza tio n  of A laska  Native lan g u ag es  in  th e  s ta te .” T his 
w ork  to g e th e r w ith  th e  n e c e ssa ry  fu n d in g  c a n  e n su re  th a t  one o f o u r  m o st 
s ign ifican t re s o u rc e s  in  th e  s ta te  su rv ives. T he C ouncil m u s t  fo rm u la te  policies 
th a t  s u p p o r t th e  rev ita liza tion  of N ative lan g u ag es  a n d  identify  b a rr ie rs  th a t  
th re a te n  th e  su rv iv a l of Native language . S ignificantly , one of th e  m o s t 
im m ed ia te  effects of th e  leg isla tion  is th a t  it w ould  serve to  reverse  th e  
p e rcep tio n  th a t  th e  S ta te  of A laska  is  ad verse  to  lin g u is tic  d iversity . It w ould  
fu r th e r  s e n d  a  pow erfu l m essag e  th a t  A laska  sees in d ig en o u s  la n g u ag es  a s  a  
p a r t  of its  h e rita g e  to  be p ro tec ted .

L anguage is  a  u n iq u e ly  h u m a n  gift, c e n tra l to  o u r  experience of be ing  h u m a n  
a n d  A laska  N ative. O u r c u ltu ra l id en tity  a n d  tra d itio n a l know ledge a re  
em bodied  w ith in  o u r  language . This know ledge a n d  th e  differing w orld  view s 
a re  w orthy  of p ro te c tio n  a n d  tra n sm itta l to fu tu re  g en era tio n s . An exam ple  of 
w orldview  in  th e  T lingit language  is  k in sh ip  te rm s. In ad d itio n  to te rm s  for
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m o th e r, fa th e r  a n d  g ran d p a ren t, T lingit k in sh ip  te rm s  d en o te  c lan  
re la tio n sh ip s . A u n ts  a n d  u n c les  a re  e ith e r  th e  sam e  c lan  a s  a  ch ild  o r th e  
op p o site  c lan —th e ir  title s  tell h im  so. S ib lings a re  d ifferen tia ted  by g en d er an d  
age. C lan s  have  c lan  in -law s—th e  o p posite  m oiety  w ho th e y  trad itio n a lly  
m arried . All th e se  very  com plex re la tio n sh ip s  a re  ca rried  in  k in sh ip  te rm s.
P a r t of know ing  w ho we are , w hich  is  c ritica l for h e a lth y  developm ent, is 
know ing  w ho we a re  re la ted  to a n d  how . All th is  is ca rried  in  language . 
L ingu istic  a n d  c u ltu ra l  d iversity  is  a  benefit to  society.

We a re  n o t going to  save o u r  ind igenous lan g u ag es  th ro u g h  c u ltu re  w eek, or 
g u e s t le c tu re s  o n  language . O ur s ta te  n e e d s  all of u s  to  say  th is  is  a  priority , 
adv ise  th e  G overnor a n d  ad m in is tra tio n  o n  sy stem ic  efforts th a t  a re  m o st 
effective. E ac h  of o u r  language  g ro u p s  is  w orking  on  lan g u ag e  rev italization . 
L et’s look a t  w h a t is m o st effective for w h ich  g roups. E ven th e  Y up’ik, w ho have 
th e  h e a lth ie s t of o u r  N ative lang u ag es , a re  vu ln e rab le . A sy stem ic  ap p ro a c h  will 
iden tify  th e  n e e d s  of ea c h  language  co m m u n ity  a n d  adv ise on  w h a t is needed  
to  m ove th a t  la n g u ag e  one level safer.

S incerely,

B yron M allot 
S e a la sk a  C orpo ra tion  
B oard  of D irecto rs
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Yukon Koyukuk School District 
Administrative & Support Officss 

4762 Old Airport Way 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

Kerry Boyd
Superintendent
kboyd@yksd.com

January 23,2012

Dear Alaska State Senators,

On behalf of the Yukon-Koyukuk School District, I am writing in support of Senate Bill 130 
(YKSD), YKSD serves nine Interior Alaskan villages plus Raven Correspondence School. Three 
Native languages are spoken in our region: Denaakk’a (Lower Tanana Athabascan); Denaakk’e 
(Koyukon Athabascan) and Inupiaq.

SB 130 will establish the Alaska Native Language and Advisory Council The council will assess the 
state of Alaska Native Languages and will re-evaluate the programs within the state to make 
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.

In Yukon Koyukuk School District there are less than 100 fluent speakers, with the majority of them 
over the age of seventy. The YKSD Board of Education requires thirty minutes of Native language 
instruction for students in grades kindergarten to fourth grade. In some schools, all students receive 
Native language instruction. Classes are taught on site and over two-way video-conference. The 
students are learning to speak, read and write and leam about their culture through the language.
The instruction increases their self-esteem and enjoyment of school.

It is vital that the State of Alaska creates this needed establishment and I respectfully request your 
support in the passage of this bill.

Superintendent

Telephone: (907) 374-9400 
Fax: (907) 374-9440

T h e  m is s i o n  o f  t h e  Y u k o n - K o y u k u k  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  i n  a c t iv e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  i t s  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  

s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e c o m e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s o c i e t y .
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