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EED
Teaching and Learning Support 

Student and School Achievement

OMB Component Number 2796

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants
Miscellaneous

10.6 10.6 10.6 10.6 10.6 10.6

100.0 150.0 200.0 250.0 300.0 350.0

TOTAL OPERATING 110.6 0.0 160.6 210.6 260.6 310.6 360.6

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURE'S

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

110.6 160.6 210.6 260.6 310.6 360.6

TOTAL 110.6 0.0 160.6 210.6 260.6 310.6 360.6

Estimate o f any current year (FY2011) cost 
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Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)___________________________________
The funding mechanism fo r this version has changed from .5% o f the State Aid under AS 14.17.400 per d istrict to $10.0 per 
grant award w ith a lim it o f 10 schools in FY12 and a lim it o f 5 new schools per year on a statewide basis thereafter. The cost to 
develop a competitive grant application process and the administration o f the grants has been reduced to an amount based on 
w ork by an existing Education Specialist II dedicated to the program.

Prepared by Cynthia Curran, Director  Phone 465-2857
Division Teaching and Learning Support_________________________________________  Date/Time 2/26/11 3:04 PM

Approved by Mike Hanley__________________________________________________________  Date 2/26/2011______
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FISCAL NOTE #1

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 93(EDC)
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Under section 14.30.377 o f the  C om m ittee Substitute, the  departm ent may award grants fo r  operations o f not more 

than 10 gardens, greenhouses, o r farm s in FY12. In subsequent fiscal years the departm ent shall grant to  a school 

d is tric t no t more than an am ount o f $10,000 to  each school at which a garden, greenhouse or farm  (under AS 

14.30.375) w ill be operated each year. The departm ent may no t award grants fo r the  operation o f m ore than five 

gardens, greenhouses, o r farm s th a t w ere no t previously the subject o f a grant award under the  section.

A un it w ith in  the  Division o f Teaching &  Learning Support w ould be responsible fo r developing an application process 

and adm inistering the  grant program . This un it is nearly 100% funded through federal programs and must code th e ir 

tim e  to  th e  appropriate funding source fo r  activities. Based on .12 FTE, the  activities o f adm inistering this program 

w ould  be approxim ately $10.6.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e

SESSION:
Alaska State Capitol, Room 418 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 465-4457 Office 
(907)465-3519 Fax 
(800) 928-4457 Toll Free

INTERIM: 
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 304

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Office (907) 456-8172 

Fax (907) 456-2490

Representative David Guttenberg

House B ill 93: School Gardens 
Sponsor Statement

House Bill 93 creates a grant program for non-profits who operate school gardens at public 
schools and have raised operation funding in their communities. It would allow the state to 
provide an additional lA of one percent of state aide to a school for the purposes of supporting a 
non-profit run school garden, farm or greenhouse.

This legislation makes recognition of Alaska’s problems with obesity and food security. By 
teaching young Alaskans how to grow their own healthy food in their own communities we can 
begin to ease both problems.

The school gardens currently in operation are producing more than 2,000 pounds of fresh 
produce per year for students to take home, school snacks, purchase by members of the 
community, and donations to local food banks. There is also a pilot project in Fairbanks to use 
the vegetables from school gardens in school lunches.

House Bill 93 will provide low-cost fresh, nutritious vegetables for communities throughout 
Alaska with minimal impacts to the State Budget.

Representative.David.Guttenberg@legis. state, ak.us 
http://guttenberg.akdemocrats.org

http://guttenberg.akdemocrats.org


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e

SESSION:
Alaska State Capitol, Room 418 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 465-4457 Office 
(907) 465-3519 Fax 
(800) 928-4457 Toll Free

INTERIM: 
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 304

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Office (907) 456-8172 

Fax (907) 456-2490

Representative David Guttenberg
Summary of Changes from HB 93 to CSHB 93 (EDC)

Section 3: This section now requires that “proceeds from the sale fof school garden 
vegetables bel reinvested in a school garden, greenhouse, or farm”

Section 5: Section 5 now limits the state grant amount to no more than $10,000 per 
year and limits the number of new grantees to 5 per year.

Section 6: This section allows for 10 grantees in FY 2012, the first year of the program.

Representative.David.Guttenberg@legis. state, ak.us 
http ://guttenberg. akdemocrats. or g
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I > » n g  C l a s s r o o m  M a n u a l

An Ecological Approach to 
School Garden-Based Education in Alaska

Correlated to Alaska Grade Level Expectations and Standards 
Complied by Calypso Farm and Ecology Center

Fall 200ft
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Science: I've scanned the Scope & Sequence and Ongoing Learner Goals of our 
adopted science curriculum , highlighting areas the garden program is used to 
address. These include seeds, plants, habitats, recycling, weather, seasons, water 
cycle, erosion, and soils. These gardens also provide a wonderful environment for 
sc ientific observation.

Reading/W riting: Narrative and descriptive writing, scientific writing. Librarians 
have also been using the gardens as a high interest entry point for nonfiction 
reading.

Social Studies/Econom ics: Communities - the roles and responsib ilities of 
ind ividuals within a group. Students work with members of the community to 
develop and maintain the gardens as well as to sell the produce at the end of the 
season. 6th graders have the opportunity to work, caring for the gardens during 
the summer, gaining work skills experience. This also provides career awareness in 
future agricultural careers. Several school host a community party/harvest festival 
at the end of the season, recognizing all the members of the com m unity who 
provided support for the ir gardens.

Health: Nutrition is taught through the gardens. Healthy eating habits, fresh vs 
processed foods, vitam in and mineral content, and the food pyram id are taught at 
appropriate levels.

Math/Econom ics: Real-world math skills are used to develop and maintain the 
gardens: patterns in nature (develops algebraic thinking) basic operations, area 
and perimeter, measurement, money, etc.

All the areas listed above are part of our curriculum.

Peggy Carlson
Executive D irector for Curriculum  
Fairbanks North Star Borough School D istrict



SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
KINDERGARTEN FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE

• Different types of living and 
^ f  non-living things exist on

earth. 1

< <U U 
&  2 *

sta ff »
yf, ■ ■■ X •

ItSSfil

• Some plants come from seeds and 
A others grow from roots of the parent 

* plant. Seeds are transported by air,
water and animals.

• Plants (terrestrial, aquatic and
f marine) are the beginning of the food 

web.

• Some organisms are 
producers and some are 
consumers.

• Plants and animals are found 
A in a particular habitat to

which they have adapted.

jg • Properties of materials can be 
observed, measured and

iS S s
f l U B IM i l l a i s
H f lH E S

• Heat can be produced and transferred 
in many ways from one object to 
another.

• Light travels in a straight line until it 
strikes an object. Light can be split 
into colors.

• Sound is produced by 
vibrating objects and travels 
in waves.

• Motion is created by force 
and the transfer of energy.

jm , . f  J 1 •  Earth is composed of land,
>f> j .. air, and water which can all ' 

be affected by human

•  Weather changes both daily 
W ^M SZ g  and with the seasons; |||!S|jSW||j f  affecting Earth and its 

inhabitants.
g lS

f» Many observable factors affect the 
weather.

• Air, land and water have weight and 
take up space. They are associated • 
with forces which shape and 
influence the earth. *

• Earth's seasons are  ̂determined by its constant tilt 
and position in orbit relative 
to the sun.

A  Day and night are caused by 
Earth’s rotation.

GRADE LEVEL SCIENTISTS

JL
•  John Muir • George Washington Carver • Alexander Graham Bell
•  Susan La Flesche Picotte • Orville & Wilbur Wright • Jane Goodall

T •  Jonas Salk • Louis Pasteur • Nicolaus Copernicus

F a irb an k s N o rth  S tar B orough  S choo l D istric t
S c ien ce  C urricu lum

1 S cope an d  S eq u en ce  (K -6)
A d o p ted  M arch  3, 2009



SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
1 i * f e R A D E FOURTH GRADE 1  FIFTH GRADE SIXTH GRADE

• Terrestrial and some 
aquatic plants are made 

yrp of roots, stems, 
/flow ers, and leaves: each 

“  part has its own unique 
function.

• Insects have observable 
characteristics and 
behaviors.

• Extinct organisms leave 
identifiable fossil 
evidence.

• Alaskan plants have 
developed unique

I  adaptations to
* accommodate their 

ecological niche in the 
habitat.

• Cells are the basic 
building blocks of life.

• The human body is 
composed of systems 
(e.g. circulatory, 
respiratory, reproductive, 
nervous, muscular, 
immune, excretory, 
digestive and skeletal, 
systems) with unique 
structures and functions 
that work together.

• All organisms are 
scientifically classified 
by their structure.

• An ecosystem can be a 
network of mutual 
relationships between 
organisms and their 
environment.

• Lever, pulley, wedge, 
wheel and axle, screw 
and inclined plane are 
simple machines that 
help us do work.

• Complex machines are 
made from many simple 
machines.

• Electricity can be used to 
produce light, heat and 
motion.

• The common states of 
matter are solids, liquids 
and gases.

• Effective environmental 
/p rac tices  include

V reducing, reusing and 
recycling waste materials 
to conserve energy and 
resources.

• All matter has mass, 
weight, volume and 
density which can be 
measured and compared. 
Matter can undergo 
physical and chemical 
changes.

• Light can be reflected, 
refracted, or absorbed. 
The pitch of a sound 
depends on the frequency 
of the vibration producing 
it. These vibrations move 
at different speeds 
through different 
mediums and different 
temperatures.

• Elements and their 
combinations account for 
the varied types of matter 
in the world.

• An electric current is the 
flow of electrons.

•  The water in the 
biosphere is constantly

J  being recycled through 
evaporation and 
condensation.

•  Erosion is a primary 
f  process of the natural
V patterns of change of the 

earth.
• Soils differ in color, 

texture, capacity to retain
^ /w a te r  and the ability to 
▼ support the growth of 

many kinds of plants, 
and, therefore, animals.

• Rocks and minerals are 
formed by the rock cycle 
and are classified by their 
observable 
characteristics.

• The cosmos includes our 
solar system and various 
celestial bodies which 
have distinguishable 
characteristics.

•  Features on Earth’s 
surface are constantly 
changing (e.g. volcanoes, 
plate tectonics, 
earthquakes, glaciers).

• Oceans have their own 
unique properties, forces 
and ecosystems.

• Gravity is the force that 
causes two particles to 
pull towards each other.

• Energy from the sun 
heats Earth unevenly, 
which causes air 
movements that result in 
changing weather 
patterns.

GRADE LEVEL SCIENTISTS i

 ̂• Elizabeth Britton
•  Thomas Edison
• Elijah McCoy

• Mary Leakey
• Carl Sagan
• Rachel Carson

• Jacques Cousteau
•  Alfred Wegener
• Anton Van Leeuwenhoek 

or Fridtjof Nansen

• Leonardo da Vinci
• Marie & Pierre Curie
• Sir Isaac Newton or 

Michael Faraday

F a irb an k s N o rth  S ta r B orough  S choo l D istric t
Science  C urricu lum

2 S cope an d  Sequence (K -6)
A d o p ted  M a rch  3, 2009



ONGOING LEARNER GOALS 
K-6

Students will:

J  •  utilize the scientific process skills: observing, classifying, measuring, interpreting data, inferring,
communicating, controlling variables, developing models and theories, hypothesizing, predicting and
experimenting (S.A.l)

J  • integrate reading, writing, technology and mathematics with science inquiry (S.E.l, LA, M)

^  • understand that science includes the process of asking and refining questions so they can be tested
(S.G.2, S.A.2)

• understand that scientists use different kinds of investigations depending on the questions they are 
trying to answer (S.A.l, S.E.2) ^

•  understand that an experiment must be repeated many times and yield consistent results before the 
results are accepted as valid (S.A.l)

•  use appropriate tools and follow procedures safely

communicate scientific procedures and explanations based on evidence (S.A.2, LA)

•  develop critical thinking, decision making, and problem solving skills (S.A.l, S.A.2)

» develop an awareness that society, culture, history and environment contribute to the development of
scientific knowledge (S.A.3, S.E.3)

• recognize scientific contributions from scientists representing a diversity of cultures, ethnicities and 
genders (S.G.l, S.F)

• understand that science is ongoing and subject to change as new evidence becomes available (S.G.3)

• recognize that advances in science depend on curiosity, creativity, imagination and a broad 
knowledge base (S.G.4)

•  recognize that the processes of science require integrity, skepticism, openness and peer review (S.A.2)

» utilize and/or render statistics in order to make reasoned descriptions, judgments, inferences and
opinions about data

F airbanks N o rth  S tar B oro u g h  S chool D istric t
S c ience  C u rricu lu m

4 O ngoing  L ea rn e r G o a ls  (K -6)
A do p ted  M a rch  3, 2009



Sheila Peterson

fm: Herman, Marcy J (EED) [marcy.herman@alaska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Sheila Peterson
Subject: Gardening Content Standards Citations
Attachments: Gardening content standards citations 2.15.11 .pdf; Gardening Content Standards Science

2.15.11 .pdf

Sheila, 

Attached are the areas in which we found gardening in the content standards. A lso included is an 
explanation of the information that was found by our program staff.

I have reviewed all of the Alaska Standards and the most substantive connections between HB 
93 and our standards falls under Science Standards. (I looked closely at our Health Standards 
and contacted Child Nutrition and DHSS to inquire about nutrition standards and didn't find 
anything noteworthy under either).

Alaska's Content Standards for Science (A) Science as Inquiry and Process, (B) Physical Science, 
(C) Life Science, and (D) Earth Science, and (F) Cultural, Social, Personal Perspectives, and 

Science all highlight that students should develop an understanding of concepts like energy 
transference, genetics, heredity, natural selection, life cycles, the relationships between 
organisms in the physical environment, cyclical changes controlled by the Earth's position, etc. 
These are concepts that could be taught/advanced through farming/gardening activities.

Additionally, Alaska's Performance Standards for Science have references to plants across the 
grade levels ranging from simple observation of plant life, to the sorting of plants by physical 
characteristics, to energy transference via photosynthesis that could be advanced via farms, 
gardens, or greenhouses. The Cultural, Social, Personal Perspectives, and Science Performance 
Standards specifically mention gardens and state students should be able to describe the 
scientific principles involved in a subsistence activity (e.g., hunting, fishing, gardening).

Citation highlights from theyScience Performance Standards/(3) SA3.1, (3) SC1.1, (3) SC2.1, (6) 
SC3.1, (9) SC3.1, (9)SF1.1

A s  always, p lease let me know if you have related questions. See you in the a.m.

Marcy Herman

S p ecia l A ss is ta n t

Office of th e  C o m m iss io n er

A lask a  D e p a rtm e n t o f E d u ca tio n  & Early D evelopm ent 

|B ox 110500

Juneau,  AK 99811-0500

1

mailto:marcy.herman@alaska.gov


A L A S K A  CONTENT STAN DARDS

S C I E N C E

Science as Inquiry and 
Process

A student should understand 
and be able to apply the 
processes and applications of 
scientific inquiry.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) Jdevelop an understanding of the processes of science used to investigate 
problems, design and conduct repeatable scientific investigations, and defend 
scientific arguments;

2) develop an understanding that the processes of science require integrity, 
logical reasoning, skepticism, openness, communication, and peer review; and

3 )} develop an understanding that culture, local knowledge, history, and 
interaction with the environment contribute to the development of scientific
knowledge, an^lgc3jiij£pllcah 
scientific concepts and global

llcatlons provide opportunity for understanding
issues.

Concepts of Physical 
Science

A student should understand 
and be able to apply the 
concepts, models, theories, 
universal principles, and 
facts that explain the physical 
world.

Concepts of Life 
Science

A student should understand 
and be able to apply the 
concepts, models, theories, 
facts, evidence, systems, and 
processes of life science.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding of the characteristic properties of matter and the 
relationship of these properties to their structure and behavior;

2) develop an understanding that energy appears in different forms, can be 
transformed from one form to another, can be transferred or moved from 
one place or system to another, may be unavailable for use, and is ultimately 
conserved;

| develop an understanding of the interactions between matter and energy, 
including physical, chemical, and nuclear changes, and the effects of these 
interactions on physical systems; and

4) develop an understanding of motions, forces, their characteristics and 
relationships, and natural forces and their effects.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding of how science explains changes in life forms 
over time, including genetics, heredity, the process of natural selection, and 
biological evolution^

2) develop an understanding of the structure, function, behavior, development, 
life cycles, and diversity of ljving organisms; and * ' "

3) develop an understanding that all organisms are linked to each other and their 
physical environments through the transfer and transformation of matter and 
energy.

c\

©



S C I E N C E

Concepts of Earth 
Science

A student should understand 
and be able to apply the 
concepts, processes, theories, 
m odels, evidence, and systems 
o f earth and space sciences.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding of Earth’s geochemical cycles;

2) develop an understanding of the origins, ongoing processes, and forces that 
shape the structure, composition, and physical history of the Earth;

3) develop an understanding of the cyclical changes controlled by energy from 
the sun and by Earth's position and motion in our solar system; and

4) develop an understanding of the theories regarding the origin and evolution 
of the universe.

Science and 
Technology

A  student should understand 
the relationships among 
science, technology, and 
society.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding of how scientific knowledge and technology 
are used in making decisions about Issues, innovations, and responses to 
problems and everyday events;

develop an understanding that solving problems Involves different ways of 
thinking, perspectives, and curiosity that lead to the exploration of multiple 
paths that are analyzed using scientific, technological, and social merits; and

3) develop an understanding of how scientific discoveries and technological 
innovations affect and are affected by our lives and cultures

Cultural, Social,
Personal Perspectives 
and Science

A student should understand the 
dynamic relationships among 
scientific, cultural, social, and 
personal perspectives.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding of the interrelationships among individuals, 
cultures, societies, science, and technology;

2) develop an understanding that some individuals, cultures, and societies use 
other beliefs and methods in addition to scientific methods to describe and 
understand the world; and

3) develop an understanding of the Importance of recording and validating 
cultural knowledge.

History and Nature of 
Science

A student should understand 
the history and nature of 
science.

A student who meets the content standard should:

1) develop an understanding that historical perspectives of scientific 
explanations demonstrate that scientific knowledge changes over time, 
building on prior knowledge;

2) develop an understanding that the advancement of scientific knowledge 
embraces Innovation and requires empirical evidence, repeatable

^investigations, logical arguments, and critical review in striving for the best 
possible explanations of the natural w orld;

3) develop an understanding that scientific knowledge is ongoing and subject 
to change as new evidence becomes available through experimental and/or 
observational confirmation(s); and

4) develop an understanding that advancements in science depend on curiosity, 
creativity, imagination, and a broad knowledge base.
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^ s t e r ,  A la s k a  9972-5 

9OJ-A-9 \-O69 1 ( p h o n e /f a x )

February 1, 2011

Chairman Alan Dick 
House Education Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Chairman,

We at Calypso Farm and Ecology Center (Calypso) are thrilled at the prospect of House Bill 93 and what it could 
mean for Alaska! Our Schoolyard Garden Initiative (SGI) and Engaging Alaskan Teens in Gardening program 
(EATinG) have been very successful in the past eight years, producing food for the community, creating jobs for 
teenagers, involving community businesses and volunteers, and encouraging healthier eating habits. We know 
other Alaskan communities can benefit from implementing a model similar to ours, and think the incentive of 
matching legislative funds could really drive this process.

Calypso's SGI is currently the only nationally recognized Farm-to-School effort in the State of Alaska. It is an 
innovative community food program which creates school gardens that function as experiential learning 
environments -  reaching well over 2,500 students during the school year -  where students make a concrete 
connection to where food comes from and have the opportunity to harvest and eat fresh food from their 
schoolyards. During summer months, the EATinG program kicks in and the school gardens are maintained by local 
teenagers who plant, maintain, and harvest each of 6 school gardens, sell the vegetables throughout the summer 
at local farm-stands, and assist in teaching home gardening workshops to aspiring gardeners in the community 
and garden lessons to younger children in the fall. In exchange for their work, each Student Gardener takes 
home a weekly supply of vegetables and receives a monetary stipend at the end of the season. For most, this is 
their first job experience, and they gain excellent job readiness skills, develop a work ethic, contribute to meeting 
the community's need for food, and grow the local economy.

In Alaska, there are currently 7 schools in the program, with many other communities -  such as, Soldotna, Kenai, 
Haines, and Juneau -  who have indicated interested in replicating Calypso's model program or creating something 
similar. The growth of these programs has happened slowly, not exactly keeping pace with demand. Calypso 
would like to see schools throughout Alaska offering these programs and help non-profit farms statewide build 
sim ilar programs, but funding can be an obstacle.

Calypso works hard each year to raise funds through soliciting contributions from corporations, local service clubs, 
and our members, as well as at our annual auction, special dinner events, a community-wide celebration of the 
programs. We also send targeted appeal mailings and apply for foundation grants. Most, recently, we were 
awarded a legislative grant. And we could grow more. That will require stable and diverse funding, including 
matching funds from the state, which is why Calypso strongly supports HB93. The matching funds incentive will 
provide a much-needed to boost to schools and groups on the cusp of starting a garden, greenhouse, or farm.

^ w .c a fy p s o fa rm .o tg .



Below are some quick bits o f information that, when you multiply them by the potential implied in HB93, would 
have a huge impact on youth and their families in Alaska:

• In 2010 the school gardens produced over 10 tons of vegetables.
• In 2011 Calypso will engage over;

o 120 teenagers in EATinG
o 1,500 elementary school children who will benefit by having school gardens to learn and play in 
o 300 low-income community members who are expected to purchase food from the neighborhood farm 

stands associated with each garden. Five of the six schools are within walking distance of low-income 
housing and two of the schools are federally recognized as Title I Schools (serving youth from low-income

At Calypso, we've seen a tremendous impact on our community when there were just five schools engaged in SGI 
and EATinG. We know the exponential potential HB93 could have on our local area, let alone every community in 
our great state. If passed, the long-term outcomes of this legislation could include: healthier youth and families; 
improved local food economies and better food security; enhanced access to local foods for those using WIC, 
Senior Coupons and Food Stamp benefits; increased jobs in the agriculture sector; and strong workforce 
development.

At Calypso, we fully appreciate your time and consideration of this important bill and encourage all Alaskans to 
rally behind its possibilities to improve every community.

families).

Sincerely,

Laenne K. Thompson, Calypso Farm Development Director 
fundcalypso@gmail.com 
(907) 451-0691

mailto:fundcalypso@gmail.com


Chairman Alan Dick, House Education Committee

Please support and help pass HB 93 that will pave the way for more communities to 
tap into state funds for programs similar to Calypso’s Schoolyard Garden 
Initiative and Engaging Alaska Teens in Gardening program.

This bill is a long-term investment in Alaska because it offers a percentage of annual 
operating support for a school garden/greenhouse/farm, rather than offering funds for 
just one year.

The matching requirement is a way for the state to ensure the communities’ 
commitment to each project.

In sum, this is unique and will actually have a long-lasting impact and would solidify 
Calypso’s and other community future school qarden/qreenhouse/farm projects.

I am trying to get school gardens going in the Central Kenai Peninsula and urge your 
support for this bill. Calypso’s inspirational message last fall was the impetus for our 
Garden Club to start school gardens.

Please play a leading role in the national surge for more local food production. Help 
young Alaskans learn how to grow more of their own food.

This is the equivalent of teaching kids who then taught their families to “Stop, Drop & 
Roll” in fire emergencies. “Learn, Plant and Grow Locally.” HB 93 is part of a serious 
and sincere effort to wake all of us up to Alaska’s need to get growing.

Most sincerely,

Marion Nelson 
President & Program Chair 
Central Peninsula Garden Club 
(over 200 members)
907 283 4632



D ear Sir,

I am w riting to  ask  you to support HB 93. As our garden com m ittee chairm an I have 
w orked diligently  to prom ote and start the garden at R andy Smith M iddle School. This 
project has had universal support from the s ta ff and students as they easily see the w in/ 
w in/ win benefits o f  it.

Teachers support the garden as an educational resource that can support curricula in 
several disciplines. Special education and intensive resource teachers support it as m ore 
hands on and real w orld opportunities for their students. S ta ff in general support it as a 
w ay to  enhance the nutrition and quality o f  food in our lunch program . Our cooking staff 
support it an opportunity  to use the freshest ingredients in the food they prepare.
Students know  it is a w ork opportunity in the sum m er and a chance to be hands-on in 
bringing food to their ow n table. Parents are excited to  see it becom ing a reality for the 
sam e reasons as everyone else.

The role Calypso Farm s plays in helping school gardens get started is invaluable, from 
guiding infrastructure developm ent, w orking w ith district adm inistration and facilities, 
physical labor, and plant m aterials to education support. T hey have developed an 
initiative that really  w orks in our com m unity and can serve as a role m odel in others. 
Passing H ouse B ill 93 will insure that Calypso Farm s is able to keep running this 
im portant program  w ith m ore schools and reach m ore students farther into the future. 
Thank you very m uch for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

K a th e r in e  H d m l h
R andy Smith M iddle School 
Fairbanks, AK 
458-7600



D ear Sir,
I am w riting  to  ask  you to  support HB 93. As our garden com m ittee chairm an I have 

w orked diligently  to prom ote and start the garden at R andy Sm ith M iddle School. This 
project has had universal support from  the staff and students as they easily see the w in/ 
w in / w in  benefits o f  it.
T eachers support the garden as an educational resource that can support curricula in 
several disciplines. Special education and intensive resource teachers support it as more 
hands on and real world opportunities for their students. S ta ff in general support it as a 
w ay to enhance the nutrition and quality o f  food in our lunch program . O ur cooking staff 
support it an opportunity  to use the freshest ingredients in the food they prepare.
Students know  it is a w ork opportunity in the sum m er and a chance to be hands-on in 
bringing food to their ow n table. Parents are excited to  see it becom ing a realty for the 
sam e reasons as everyone else.
The role Calypso Farm s plays in helping school gardens get started is invaluable, from 
guiding infrastructure developm ent, working w ith district adm inistration and facilities, 
physical labor, and plant m aterials to  education support. T hey have developed an 
initiative that really  w orks in our com m unity and can serve as a role m odel in others. 
Passing H ouse B ill 93 will insure that Calypso Farm s is able to keep running this 
im portant program  w ith m ore schools and reach m ore students farther into the future. 
T hank  you very m uch for your consideration and support.
Sincerely,

K a th e r in e  H d i r u t h
R andy Sm ith M iddle School 
Fairbanks, AK 
458-7600



February 15, 2011

Dear Mr. Chairman,

My name is Kasey and I am a sixth grader at Chinook Montessori Charter 

School. I haven’t known about the House Bill 93 for very long, but I think that it is 

a very important thing to everybody who is part of the surrounding school system. 

It would affect all of us very positively, so HB 93 should be passed.

I believe that the House Bill 93 should be passed because my school 

would be affected in a very positive way, and it would provide jobs for people my 

age during the summer. The money provided by the HB would be enough to 

have gardens in many schools. I think this would make it so many people who 

were not eating local, organic food because of the expensiveness of it could start 

eating healthier for less. It would be very good for the school because kids of 

many ages could study the leaves of plants, compare them to store-bought 

vegetables, and do many fun biology assignments with the gardens produce. It 

would also provide a sense of responsibility for smaller children who, during the 

school year, would be in charge of watering the plants or taking care of them in 

some way. This would help prepare them for bigger responsibilities later on. 

Middle school age students could work in the garden during the summer, and this 

would help them keep healthier- they would be eating better vegetables and they 

would be outside working, instead of sitting inside playing on the computer. 

Overall, they would be healthier and they might even change their families eating 

habits with the healthful foods!

I think the idea of HB 93 is a wonderful one, and it should be passed for 

many reasons. Please consider it very seriously, because it is a big deal for 

many schools without the funding to have a garden (like mine) and a great 

possibility for many children and adults both.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman!

Sincerely,

Kasey Casort



I am  w riting to support H ouse B ill 93 (HB93). I am  a schoolteacher w ho has seen the 

positive im pact w orking w ith  local gardens has had on m iddle school students. M y students 

com plete a service/garden exchange w ith Calypso Farm  each year. They learn how  to w ork hard 

and get dirty. In exchange they learn about grow ing food.

T hey have learned about soils, pollination, harvesting crops, grafting trees, feeding plants 

to  goats and chickens, m ilking and so m uch more. They have learned about parts o f  plants, the 

im portance o f  seed gardens and they have run germ ination tests for the farm. M ost im portantly, 

the farm  has brought science to  life in our study o f  botany, ecology and the hum an body. But 

there have been even m ore positive impacts. Students have w ritten in detail about this hands-on 

experience. T hey  have w ritten letters to the editor, thank you letters to the farm  and have 

researched various plants. T hey have learned to think about w hat they eat and question where it 

com es from  and how it was raised. Unfortunately, we can only com plete this w ork exchange for 

a lim ited num ber o f  days because w e need transportation to and from  the farm.

I f  w e had  a school garden, my students could be involved in plotting the garden, planning 

the plants and plant rotations, grow ing starts, building com post, adding soil am endm ents, and 

som e planting and harvesting. T hey could apply for a jo b  w orking at the garden during the 

sum m er, gaining valuable w ork skills. They could teach younger students about the garden. 

T heir learning o f  botany, ecology and nutrition w ould be truly hands-on and m em orable. We 

w ould have an outside classroom  right at school during the fall and spring. B ut even during the 

w inter w e could  be researching hardy crops, asking CSA m em ber fam ilies w hat plants they 

desire and researching new  and interesting recipes and their nutritional value.

A ll age groups at our sm all K-8 school w ould benefit. Students could use the garden for 

all areas o f  the curriculum , not ju s t science. Students could use the garden for artistic 

inspiration, for dyes for art projects. They could dry flowers and m ake bouquets. They could 

use garden goods in the fall for snacks and for baking projects. They could do endless types o f  

m ath problem s based on garden rea litie s ... They could estim ate seeds in a pum pkin and then in a

Dear Chairman Alan Dick, Friday, February 11, 2011



patch o f  pum pkins. T hey could estim ate and count harvested potatoes. They could research for 

the garden. Should they use earthw orm  castings? H ow  can they protect plants organically from 

pests? W hat is the history o f  a sunflower? A potato? A  carrot?

W hat is stopping us from  having a garden? C urrently the gardening program s in schools 

in our tow n need support. M any schools w ant gardens but the gardens cost the farm s running 

them  m ore than  they m ake. O ur school budget is currently m axed out. W e are w illing to 

fundraise, but grants and m atching funds w ould m ake a huge difference and w ould m ake more 

gardens in our com m unity possible. This bill w ould ensure the longevity o f  this hands-on type 

o f  learning experience. I strongly urge you to support this bill. K ids will thank  you. Their 

parents w ill thank  you. T he com m unities that can buy locally grow n food w ill thank you. You 

w ill be part o f  a positive change in Alaska, helping us to  live m ore sustainably by helping 

educate young people (and their parents) about grow ing their own food.

Thank you for m aking a d ifference

Sincerely,

T racy Lease

7th/g th Qracje s cience & Literacy Teacher 

C hinook M ontessori Charter School



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  office of the Mayor

809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1300

Fax: 907/459-1102 
Email: mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us

February 10, 2011

Representative Alan Dick 
Chairman
House Education Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Chairman Dick:

As a Fairbanks community member, I would like to express my support of House Bill 93. I have 
seen the tangible benefits of schoolyard gardens for schoolchildren, teens employed in the 
summer Engaging Alaska Teens in Gardening program, and the surrounding neighborhoods. 
School gardens have a broad impact in our community by providing fresh, affordable and 
convenient produce to the diverse communities and neighborhoods in Fairbanks.

I am an enthusiastic supporter of HB 93 because I see it as a long-term investment in the food 
security of Alaskan communities. The high price of vegetables in Alaska is a barrier for many 
mid to low-income families. School gardens provide an affordable option and accept WIC, 
Senior coupons and Food Stamps. For transportation-limited families, school gardens provide 
the convenience of neighborhood accessibility. For children whose parents do not garden, 
school gardens provide an opportunity to learn about where food comes from and to experience 
the thrill of harvesting their own vegetables. For teens, school gardens provide summer 
employment that can instill a lifelong love of gardening, develop a strong work ethic and 
empower youth to make a difference.

I believe that HB 93 will not only support important programs, but will do so in a way that is 
sustainable. By providing yearly support for school gardening projects, stable funding is 
available, while the requirement for matching funds guarantees that gardens maintain 
community support. Community gardens require a small investment that results in large benefits 
for the entire community. I hope you will consider supporting HB 93.

cc: Rep. David Guttenberg

mailto:mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us



