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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Tuneau
State Capitol Bldg., Rm. 104 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone (907) 465-4527 
Fax (907) 465-2197

Interim
1292 Sadler Way, Ste 328 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone (907) 452-3434 

Fax (907) 452-3430 
Toll-Free (800) 491-4527

Representative Alan Dick
House District 6

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
H B  2 4 8 :  A1 W r ig h t  A ir p o r t  (M in to )

A1 W r ig h t  w a s  b o r n  a t  T a n a n a  C r o s s i n g  o n  A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 9 2 5  to  A r t h u r  a n d  M y rt le  
W r ig h t ,  m i s s io n a r ie s  in  t h e  M in to  F l a t s  a r e a . A r t h u r  W r ig h t  w a s  A t h a b a s c a n  
I n d ia n  a n d  M y r t le  w a s  w h it e . M r s . W r ig h t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  f i r s t  n u r s e s  in  th e  
v i l la g e s .  I n  1 9 3 0  th e  f a m ily  m o v e d  to  M in to .

T h e  W r ig h t  f a m i ly  l iv e d  a  s u b s is t e n c e  l i f e s t y le .  I n  M in to  h i s  d a d  t r ie d  to  s t a r t  a  
s c h o o l.  H e  h a d  a  h a r d  t im e  b e c a u s e  th e  k i d s  h a d  to  g o  b a c k  to  s e a s o n a l  
s u b s is t e n c e  c a m p s .  E a c h  c h i ld  w o u ld  b r in g  a  s t i c k  o f  w o o d  a s  t u it io n .  W h e n  
t h e  w o o d  r a n  o u t  t h a t  e n d e d  th e  s c h o o l  d a y .

W h e n  A1 w a s  n in e ,  t h e y  m o v e d  to N e n a n a  w h e r e  h i s  f a t h e r  s t a r t e d  w o r k  in  th e  
s h ip y a r d .  H i s  f a m i ly  a ls o  c u t  a n d  s o ld  w o o d  fo r  $ 8 .0 0  a  c o r d  w it h  a  
S e a r s & R o e b u c k  w o o d  s a w . T h e y  d r a g g e d  th e  w o o d  w it h  a  m o d e l- T  v e h ic le  b a c k  
to  t h e  v i l la g e  to  s e l l .

A1 w a s  1 5  w h e n  h e  s t a r t e d  in  c o n s t r u c t io n  o n  d e fe n s e  p r o je c t s  a l l  o v e r  In t e r io r  
A l a s k a .  H e  h a d  n o  fo r m a l t r a in in g  a n d  le a r n e d  a s  h e  w e n t  a lo n g .  H i s  s k i l l s  
w e re  in  h ig h  d e m a n d  o n  th e  d e fe n s e  p r o je c t s ,  h o w e v e r  h e  w a n t e d  to  j o i n  th e  
A r m y .  T h e  o n ly  w a y  h e  c o u ld  le a v e  h i s  jo b  w a s  to  q u i t  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  w o r k  
a n d  g e t  d r a f t e d .  W h e n  h e  g o t  o u t  o f  th e  A r m y ,  h e  f o u n d  o u t  h e  c o u ld  g e t  h is  
p i lo t ’s  l ic e n s e  w it h  th e  G . I .  b i l l .  H e  o r ig in a l ly  s t a r t e d  fo r  f u n ,  b u t  n e v e r  g o t  
a w a y  f r o m  f ly in g .

H i s  f i r s t  p la n e  w a s  a  6 5  T a y lo r c r a f t .  O n e  d a y  a  m a n  a s k e d  to  c h a r t e r  h im  to 
p i c k  u p  f u r s .  H e  s a id ,  “b o y , t h is  i s  t h e  w a y  to  m a k e  m o n e y .” F r o m  t h e n  o n  h e  
s t a r t e d  h a u l i n g  t r a p p e r s  a n d  d e v e lo p in g  a  b u s in e s s .  H i s  f i r s t  c h a r t e r  w a s  
$ 2 0 . 0 0  a n  h o u r  w it h  fu e l,  p la n e  a n d  p i lo t .  H e  t a u g h t  h im s e l f  to  f ly  w it h  f lo a t s .  
W it h  n o  f o r m a l  t r a in in g ,  h i s  f i r s t  f l ig h t  w a s  to  p i c k  u p  a  d y in g  m a n  in  a  M in to  
f i s h  c a m p .  H e  f le w  a b o u t  2 0 0  h o u r s  b e fo re  h e  w a s  fo r c e d  to  g e t  a n  o f f ic ia l  f lo a t



r a t in g .  H e  h a d  t r o u b le  g e t t in g  r a t in g s  a n d  l ic e n s e s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  l it t le  
e d u c a t io n .  H e  s t r u g g le d  h i s  w h o le  life  b e c a u s e  h e  n e v e r  le a r n e d  h o w  to  r e a d  
w e ll ,  w r it e  o r  s p e ll .  H e  q u it  s c h o o l  a f t e r  th e  s ix t h  g r a d e  a s  h e  t o o k  o n  m o re  
s e a s o n a l  w o r k  w it h  t h e  f a m ily .

A1 s t a r t e d  W r ig h t ’s  A i r  S e r v ic e  in  1 9 5 0  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  to  g r o w  i n  In t e r io r  
A l a s k a .  H i s  f o c u s  w a s  o n  m a in t a in in g  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  w it h  m a in t e n a n c e  a n d  
w it h  h i s  e m p lo y e e s .  H e  w a s  th e  c r i t i c a l  l i n k  fo r  s c h e d u le d  m a i l  a n d  c h a r t e r  
f l ig h t s  to  a b o u t  2 0  v i l la g e s .  W r ig h t ’s  A i r  t o d a y  i s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  c h a r t e r  
o p e r a t io n  i n  t h e  In t e r io r ,  s u p p o r t in g  g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e y s ,  s e a s o n a l  c a m p s ,  
f i r e f ig h t in g ,  l a n d  s u r v e y in g  a n d  h u n t in g  e x p e d it io n s .  I n  1 9 8 3  A1 s o ld  h i s  a i r l in e  
to  lo n g - t im e  f r ie n d  a n d  p i lo t ,  B o b  B u r c e l l .  B o b  c o n t in u e s  to  r u n  t h e  a ir l in e  
w it h  t h e  s a m e  o ld  t im e  v a lu e s ,  k in d n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t  A1 h a d  fo r  h i s  p e o p le  a n d  
v i l la g e s .

P r e p a r e d  b y : C .  E r ic k s o n  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  A la n  D ic k
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA cost + codes
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) HB248-DOT-NRHA-2-4-12
Title Al Wright Airport

Dept. Affected DOT&PF 
Appropriation 

"Allocation

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

HB 248

2/8/12 (H)

Highways, Aviation and Facilities 
Northern Region Highways & Aviation

Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Alan Dick
HTRA OMB Component Number 2068

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation
Requested

included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB)

Brenda Hewitt, Legislative Liaison Phone 465-4772
Commissioner's Office Date/Time 2/4/12 12:00 PM

Pat Kemp Date 2/5/2012 2:30PM
Deputy Commissioner
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FISCAL NOTE #1

A n a ly s is

This bill authorizes in statute the name Al Wright Airport for the airport in Minto. The community has already named 
the building and has a sign erected and therefore there is no fiscal impact to DOT&PF.
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