
<TARGET><BILL>HB 245</B IL L ><SU B 3EC T >H B  
245</SU B JEC T><C 0M M >H FIN 27</C 0M M x/T A R G ET >



O d u s e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r Q

(11)
Date Referred to Committee: February 3, 2012

Date of Committee Action: J 1/^________

The FINANCE Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 245
"An Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized form of charitable gaming."

FU R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S:

HB 245

HB 245-SNOW CLASSIC

y \ t>  )
For Senate Bills with new title: [  ]  Technical Title [  ]  New Title: HCR________  [ ] Same Title [ / ]  New Title

Recommends it be replaced with [ J HCS or [ v ] CS for

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to 
[ ] Letter o f Intent____

Committee
Committee

List of
Abbrev
fo r
Depts.:
A D M

C E D

C O R

C R T

E E D

D E C

D F G

G O V

D H S

L W F

L A W

L E G
VIVA

D N R

D P S

R E V

D O T

UA

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES
I F N # L is t  by D ep t(s ): I F iscal Indet. Zyro

Signing with recommendations
Printed Last Name

DP DNP NR AM

ffliRCLDU (>H U '
^ Cs—.

^ G u v ru n u x TT ItXI&dn /
y

L /
^  . .

n v S f r / i u
/<£>uf~e

^-"7 '  ^  s? y  s ' ? .  /

- \ J \ I



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

cost/  codes

Identifier (file name) HB245-DOR-TAX-Q1-10-12
Title An Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized

 form of charitable gaming.

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

HB 245

2/3/12 (H)

Revenue
Taxation and Treasury

Tax Division
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Hawker
(H) L&C OMB Component Number 2476

E xpend itu re s /R even ue s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/MH (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1178 temp code (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

CHANGE IN REVENUES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating co sts  0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required",
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated CAPITAL (FY13) co s ts  0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Initial version.

Prepared by Joseph P Koss Jr., Tax Auditor / Johanna Bales, Deputy Director  Phone 269-6589
Division Tax_Division____________  Date/Time 1/10/12 2:00 PM

Approved by Bryan Butcher, Comissioner_________________________________________ Date_1/12/2012________
Department of Revenue____________________________________________

(Revised 8/17/2011 omb) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #1

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 245
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B ill Language:
The bill will add one more gaming activity to the authorized statutory lists, thus allowing one organization, the 
Four Valleys Community School in Girdwood, to conduct a snow classic. It will not affect any other organization 
because it is restricted to this one group. It will not affect the private sector because the private sector, outside of 
not-for-profit organizations, does not qualify for the permit required to conduct a gaming activity.

Revenues:
A snow classic will generate minimal revenue—under $1,000.

Expend itures:
Department of Revenue can administer the provisions of this bill utilizing existing resources.

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE HAWKER

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"A n Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized form of charitable gaming; and 

relating to the use of broadcasting and the In ternet to prom ote a raffle and lottery."

BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 05.15.100(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department may issue a permit to a municipality or qualified 

organization. The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege 

of conducting bingo, raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, race classics, 

rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, canned salmon 

classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, snow classics. 

snow machine classics, fish derbies, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, 

Calcutta pools, and contests o f skill.

* Sec. 2. AS 05.15.115(c) is amended to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to 

conduct the same type o f activity. For the purposes of this subsection, bingo games,

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 2 4 5 (F I N )

-1- CSHB 245(FIN)
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  (D ELETED  TEXT BRACKETED]
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raffles, lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, race classics, rain classics, goose 

classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, canned salmon classics, salmon 

classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, snow classics, snow machine 

classics, fish derbies, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, and contests of 

skill are each a different type o f activity.

* Sec. 3. AS 05.15.180(b) is amended to read:

(b) With the exception of raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, race 

classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, dog 

mushers1 contests, snow classics, snow machine classics, canned salmon classics, 

salmon classics, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, Calcutta pools, and 

king salmon classics, an activity may not be licensed under this chapter unless it 

existed in the state in substantially the same form and was conducted in substantially 

the same manner before January 1, 1959. A snow machine classic may not be licensed 

under this chapter unless it has been in existence for at least five years before the 

licensing. An animal classic may not be licensed under this chapter unless it was in 

existence before November 1, 2002.

* Sec. 4. AS 05.15.640(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person may not use broadcasting to promote or conduct a charitable 

gaming activity under this chapter except that a person may use

(1) broadcasting to promote a fish derby, a dog mushers' contest, [OR] 

a type o f classic defined in AS 05.15.690, or [(2) RADIO OR TELEVISION 

BROADCASTING TO PROMOTE] a [CHARITABLE] raffle and lottery; or

(2) the In ternet or an In ternet communication to prom ote a 

charitable gam ing activity under this chapter [IN THIS SUBSECTION, 

"BROADCASTING" INCLUDES TELEVISION AND RADIO TRANSMISSION 

BY 2,500 MEGAHERTZ, MICROWAVE VIDEO AND AUDIO PROGRAMMING, 

SLOW-SCAN TELEVISION PROGRAMMING, AND PROGRAMMING BY WAY 

OF SATELLITE, CABLE, TELETYPE, OR FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION AND 

DISTRIBUTION METHODS; "RAFFLE AND LOTTERY" HAS THE MEANING 

GIVEN IN AS 05.15.690],

* Sec. 5. AS 05.15.640 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

CSHB 245(FIN) -2-
New  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D ELETED  TEXT BRACKETED]
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(c) In this section,

(1) "broadcasting" includes television and radio transmission by 2,500 

megahertz, microwave video and audio programming, slow-scan television 

programming, and programming by way of satellite, cable, teletype, or facsimile 

transmission and distribution methods;

(2) "Internet" means the combination of computer systems or networks 

that make up the international network for interactive communications services, 

including remote logins, file transfer, electronic mail, and newsgroups;

(3) "Internet communication" means an announcement or 

advertisement disseminated through the Internet.

* Sec. 6. AS 05.15.690 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(49) "snow classic" means a game of chance in which a prize of money 

is awarded to the closest guess of the total snow accumulation on the ground at a 

specific location on Mount Alyeska on a specific date and time and is limited to the 

Alyeska Snow Classic operated and administered by Four Valleys Community School, 

Inc.

* Sec. 7. 15 AAC 160.945(b) is annulled.

-3- CSHB 245(FIN)
New  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D ELETED  TEX T BRACKETED]



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

cost t  codes Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

HB 245

2/3/12 (H)

Identifier (file name) HB245-DQR-TAX-01-10-12
Title An Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized

 form of charitable gaming.

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

Revenue

Tax Division
Taxation and Treasury

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Hawker
(H) L&C OMB Component Number 2476

E xpe nd itu re s /R even ue s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/MH (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1178 temp code (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

CHANGE IN REVENUES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

0.0

0.0

(separate supplemental appropriation required", 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why th is fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Initial version.

Prepared by Joseph P Koss Jr., Tax Auditor / Johanna Bales, Deputy Director__________  Phone 269-6589______
Division Tax Division______________________________________________________  Date/Time 1/10/12 2:00 PM

Approved by Bryan Butcher, Comissioner______________________________________  Date 1/12/2012_____
Department of Revenue_________________________________________

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #1

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 245
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Language:
The bill w ill add one m ore gaming activ ity to  the authorized s ta tu to ry  lists, thus allow ing one organization, the 
Four Valleys Com m unity School in G irdwood, to  conduct a snow classic. It w ill no t affect any o ther organization 
because it is restricted to  th is  one group. It w ill not affect the private sector because the private sector, outside o f 
n o t-fo r-p ro fit organizations, does not qualify fo r the  perm it required to  conduct a gaming activity.

Revenues:
A snow  classic w ill generate m inim al revenue—under $1,000.

Expenditures:
Departm ent o f Revenue can adm in ister the  provisions o f th is bill utilizing existing resources.

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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27-LS0862\E
Luckhaupt

3/19/12

WORK DRAFT

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 245(FIN)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

O ffe r e d :

R efe r r e d :

S p o n so r (s ):  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  H A W K E R

A BILL  

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized form  of charitable gaming; and 

relating to the use o f broadcasting and the Internet to prom ote a raffle and lottery."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 05.15.100(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department may issue a permit to a municipality or qualified 

organization. The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege 

of conducting bingo, raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, race classics, 

rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, canned salmon 

classics, salmon classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, snow classics, 

snow machine classics, fish derbies, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, 

Calcutta pools, and contests of skill.

* Sec. 2. AS 05.15.115(c) is amended to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to 

conduct the same type of activity. For the purposes of this subsection, bingo games,

-1- CSHB 245(FIN)
New T e x t  U n d e r l in e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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raffles, lotteries, pull-tab games, ice classics, race classics, rain classics, goose 

classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, canned salmon classics, salmon 

classics, king salmon classics, dog mushers' contests, snow classics, snow machine 

classics, fish derbies, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, and contests of 

skill are each a different type of activity.

* Sec. 3. AS 05.15.180(b) is amended to read:

(b) With the exception of raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, race 

classics, rain classics, goose classics, mercury classics, deep freeze classics, dog 

mushers' contests, snow classics, snow machine classics, canned salmon classics, 

salmon classics, animal classics, crane classics, cabbage classics, Calcutta pools, and 

king salmon classics, an activity may not be licensed under this chapter unless it 

existed in the state in substantially the same form and was conducted in substantially 

the same manner before January 1, 1959. A snow machine classic may not be licensed 

under this chapter unless it has been in existence for at least five years before the 

licensing. An animal classic may not be licensed under this chapter unless it was in 

existence before November 1, 2002.

* Sec. 4. AS 05.15.640(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person may not use broadcasting to promote or conduct a charitable 

gaming activity under this chapter except that a person may use

(1) broadcasting to promote a fish derby, a dog mushers' contest, [OR] 

a type of classic defined in AS 05.15.690, or [(2) RADIO OR TELEVISION 

BROADCASTING TO PROMOTE] a [CHARITABLE] raffle and lottery: or

(2) the Internet or an Internet comm unication to prom ote a 

charitable gaming activity under this chapter

[IN THIS SUBSECTION, "BROADCASTING" INCLUDES TELEVISION AND 

RADIO TRANSMISSION BY 2,500 MEGAHERTZ, MICROWAVE VIDEO AND AUDIO 

PROGRAMMING, SLOW-SCAN TELEVISION PROGRAMMING, AND 

PROGRAMMING BY WAY OF SATELLITE, CABLE, TELETYPE, OR FACSIMILE 

TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION METHODS;

"RAFFLE AND LOTTERY" HAS THE MEANING GIVEN IN AS 05.15.690],

* Sec. 5. AS 05.15.640 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

CSHB 245(FIN) -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(c) In this section,

(1) "broadcasting" includes television and radio transmission by 2,500 

megahertz, microwave video and audio programming, slow-scan television 

programming, and programming by way of satellite, cable, teletype, or facsimile 

transmission and distribution methods;

(2) "Internet" means the combination of computer systems or networks 

that make up the international network for interactive communications services, 

including remote logins, file transfer, electronic mail, and newsgroups;

(3) "Internet communication" means an announcement or 

advertisement disseminated through the Internet.

* Sec. 6. AS 05.15.690 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(49) "snow classic" means a game of chance in which a prize of money 

is awarded to the closest guess of the total snow accumulation on the ground at a 

specific location on Mount Alyeska on a specific date and time and is limited to the 

Alyeska Snow Classic operated and administered by Four Valleys Community School, 

Inc.

* Sec. 7. 15 AAC 160.945(b) is annulled.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 27-LS0862\E

-3- CSHB 245(FIN)
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Session:
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
907 465-4949 direct 
800 478-4950 toll free 
907 465-4979 fax

Interim:
716 W 4lh Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907 269-0244 office 
907 269-0248 fax

House District 32:
Eagle River
Anchorage
Rainbow
Indian
Bird
Girdwood
Portage
Whittier
Sunrise
Hope

Representative Mike Hawker
Alaska State Legislature

H ouse Bill 245 
S p o n so r Statement

“An Act establishing a snow classic as an authorized form of 
charitable gaming.”

House Bill 245 would allow Four Valleys Community School, Inc. to 
conduct a “snow classic” to raise funds for their organization. The snow 
classic would be operated much like other contests already allowed 
under statute: contestants would buy a ticket and write a guess of the 
depth of snow accumulated by a specific date and time on Mount 
Alyeska. The winner would receive half of the net proceeds from the 
fundraiser.

Four Valleys Community School, Inc. (FVCS) is a nonprofit organization 
that annually offers more than 250 year-round classes and sponsors 
community events. While most of the participants are Turnagain Arm 
area residents, people from neighboring communities such as 
Anchorage, Eagle River, and Homer have participated in FVCS events. 
FVCS also supports athletes and local high school graduates with 
scholarships.

When community school funding from the Anchorage School District was 
eliminated, local residents helped FVCS become a 501 c(3) nonprofit to 
ensure that lifelong learning and recreational opportunities remain 
available to the community. FVCS recruited volunteers to administer and 
teach, secured corporate and private donations, and fostered community 
involvement. Operating the snow classic will help achieve the short-term 
goal of self-sufficiency while keeping classes affordable and locally 
available. It also will support a long-term goal of creating a stable 
fundraising opportunity that will enhance the entire community.

Staff Contact: Juli Lucky 465-4949 1/18/2012

Rep.Mike.Hawker@legis. state, ak.us • http://www.akrepublicans.org/hawker/

http://www.akrepublicans.org/hawker/


fo u r  yaCfeys Community ScfwoC, Inc.
T.O. 'Box 7 9 0  

(girdwood, JACaska 9 9 5 8 7  
www.fourvaCCeys. org
jjfio n e : (9 0 7 ) 7 4 2 - 5 3 1 7  fa x : (9 0 7 ) 7 4 2 - 5 3 2 2

W ritten testimony to the H ouse Finance Committee re: House Bill 245

Thank you for hearing House Bill 245 establishing the Alyeska Snow Classic operated and run 
by Four Valleys Community School, Inc. Our organization and the community support this 
legislation. We request your support and vote to enact this charitable gaming event into law.

Since 1981 Four Valleys Community School (FVCS) programs are THE primary source of 
educational, recreational and cultural opportunities for community members of all ages in 
Girdwood, Indian, Bird Creek and Portage valleys. FVCS serves approximately 6,800 
participants and has 700 volunteers. As an organization, FVCS has had a long and stable history 
of providing quality programs for the community.

I have been a community member for 34 years and involved with FVCS for 23 years as a 
volunteer, instructor, coordinator and board member. I have worked at 2 different community 
school sites as a coordinator and for 5 years I worked with the Healthy Futures initiative, a 
statewide movement to get our youth more physically active and lead healthier lifestyles. 
Girdwood’s year round recreation program through FVCS is a MODEL. From cross country 
running, to fall trail running, to indoor soccer, to downhill skiing through Girdwood School PE, 
to Nordic skiing, to gymnastics, to outdoor soccer, to spring trail running, to softball, to baseball, 
to wrestling, Girdwood has it going on .. . .  for our youth and adults alike. Annually, we offer 
more than 200 classes. Adult programs include physical recreation, cooking, sewing, fine arts & 
crafts, special interest and online classes.

Since 1984 FVCS has administered public funds awarded to it by the Girdwood Board of 
Supervisors (GBOS) for programs identified by the community as important. All of the awarded 
monies go to provide direct services for the community. To help with funding FVCS has 
actively established more collaborations and partnerships with local businesses, nonprofits and 
private donors to provide the full spectrum of services the Four Valleys community seeks. 
Volunteers contribute their talents and time to support a wide range of activities. Whether it is 
individual or family growth, FVCS provides many opportunities to learn, serve and recreate. We 
make a substantial effort to sustain our activities but still need to request yearly grant funds from 
the Girdwood Board of Supervisors.

We have utilized gaming activities to raise funds and the community has supported these events. 
Years ago, our Monte Carlo night was a very successful and popular event that raised substantial 
funds for the organization. When gaming regulations changed we were unable to hold this event 
again. Also, we have used pull tabs, bingo nights and raffles. We understand and follow the 
gaming regulations and reporting requirements.

e d u c a tio n , R e c r e a tio n  a n d C u ltu r a l A c tiv it ie s
f o r  tile  c o m m u n itie s  o f  In d ia n , R ir e f g ir d w o o d '&  P o r ta g e

http://www.fourvaCCeys


House Bill 245 will allow Four Valleys to control our own financial destiny. In a small 
community of 2000 all of the organizations and projects solicit community support. We all fund 
raise and donate and manage to meet these challenges by drawing from this small pool of people 
and businesses in the community.

The Alyeska Snow Classic would allow us to:

• Raise funds to support our mission of providing educational, recreational and cultural 
enrichment to the four valleys

• Utilize other resources beyond the community to support FVCS’s services
• Eliminate dependence on property tax dollars through GBOS grants
• Meet FVCS’s goal of self-sufficiency

House Bill 245 does not require new gaming regulations but expands on what is already enacted. 
It would allow FVCS to help ourselves. Please give us this opportunity.

I respectfully request your support of House Bill 245 creating the charitable gaming event called 
the Alyeska Snow Classic.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Reichlin, Chair
Four Valleys Community School, Inc.

E d u c a tio n , R e c r e a tio n  a n d C u iiu r a t'A c tiv itie s
f o r  tH e  c o m m u n itie s  o f  In d ia n , E ir c f g ir d w o o d m o r ta g e



Session:
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
907 465-4949 direct 
800 478-4950 toll free 
907 465-4979 fax

Interim:
716 W4,b Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907 269-0244 office 
907 269-0248 fax

House District 32:
Eagle River
Anchorage
Rainbow
Indian
Bird
Girdwood
Portage
Whittier
Sunrise
Hope

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska State Legislature

House Bill 245 
Snow Classic 

Sectional Analysis

Section 1: Adds “snow classics” to the existing list of games of
chance and skill that can be permitted by the department of 
revenue.

Section 2: Adds “snow classics” to the existing definition of “activity”
for the purposes of AS 05.15.115(c), which limits how 
permittees can contract with operators.

Section 3: Adds “snow classics” to the existing list of activities that can 
be licensed under AS Chapter 05.15. Games of Chance 
and Contests of Skill.

Section 4: Defines and describes the “snow classic.”

1/18/12
Rep.Mike.Hawker@legis.state.ak.us • http://www.akrepublicans.org/hawker/
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W hat is Four Valleys Com m unity S ch o o l?

Four Valleys Community School (FVCS) is a local, non-profit 501 c3 tax-exempt 
organization, whose core purpose is community enrichment, achieved by providing 
educational, recreational, and cultural activities for all ages. It serves the community 
members of Girdwood, Bird, Indian and Portage.

The non-profit was formed when state and school district funding was being cut. FVCS 
is based on the historical community education model and philosophy - which 
advocates processes and programs that utilize the total community environment and 
local resources. It promotes life long learning and emphasizes that educational, social, 
cultural and recreational opportunities be afforded to all residents of all ages. The 
community school serves as a catalytic agent by providing organization and leadership 
to mobilize local resources for individual and community improvement and 
enhancement. Based on the widely accepted components of community education, 
FVCS has adopted specific Goals and Objectives.

In other words, because Girdwood does not have a YMCA, a community center, a 
Health Club, Sylvan Learning Center and all the various other amenities afforded to 
those located geographically closer to Anchorage, Four Valleys Community School has 
largely filled that gap over the years. Four Valleys Community School has been 
successful in partnering with various local entities to provide space, expertise, and 
diverse activities for the community. Currently, and through August 2012, a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the Anchorage School District provides for the use of 
the Girdwood school building at youth nonprofit rates. We have had a positive 
relationship with Alyeska Resort as well, and management has been supportive.

Our business and agency partners are instrumental. Our instructor base is largely 
volunteer oriented, which is notably astounding each and every day. People are willing 
to give their time and skills in order to make their entire community a better place. We 
cannot do what we do without them. Four Valleys Community School is truly a 
community based organization, committed to providing meaningful educational, cultural, 
and recreational opportunities for local community members.

P d iic a tto fi, H e  c r e a tio n  a n d iC u ttu r a f- A c tiv itie s
f o r  td e  c o m m u n itie s  o f  In d ia n , P i r f  (fird w o o d C ■& P o r ta g e
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Four Valleys Community School, Inc. 
Program Description and Beneficiaries

Four Valleys Community School, Inc. (FVCS) offers local residents of four 
Tumagain Arm communities year round learning opportunities and community 
enhancing activities. F V C S  practices the three basic components of community 
education, life long learning, community involvement, and efficient use of 
resources. The F V C S  office and main facility at Girdwood School is open beyond 
the regular school day to provide academic, recreation, health, social service and 
work-preparation activities for people of all ages.

The majority of our organization’s time is allocated to developing, promoting and 
managing community school classes. We recruit instructors, schedule the facilities, 
advertise programs, register students and monitor all the classes. A  wide spectrum 
of classes is offered for all ages. Typically, 250 classes are offered yearly in three 
programs. Scholarships are available for anyone who cannot afford the registration 
fees. Please see the Fall/Winter 2011 Program attachment.

F V C S  works with agencies such as the U S  Forest Service and the Municipality of 
Anchorage Parks and Recreation Department, the Girdwood Board of Supervisors 
and other local non-profits to provide for the needs of our communities. 
Interagency cooperation encourages efficient use of local resources. We help 
support a community health fair each year and bring a veterinarian from 
Anchorage to offer residents local access to health care for their pets. F V C S  also 
organizes other community events including music concerts, a “Family Dance” 
event in early spring, a community wide volunteer appreciation barbeque in the 
spring and an annual “A ll Sports Swap” in the fall. Some o f these gatherings 
double as fundraisers as well as community service events. FV C S  enriches the 
community by financial support of activities such small theatrical productions (on 
the school stage), school technology upgrades, recycling efforts within the school

E d u c a tio n -, R e c re a tio n  a n d  C u ltu r a l A c tiv itie s
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and a year round recreational program to get local kids engaged in regular exercise 
to develop a healthy lifestyle.

F V C S  encourages volunteerism, promotes civic responsibility and provides 
leadership and service opportunities to groups and individuals. For example, we 
collaborate with other organizations like the Tumagain Arm Lions Club, the 
Girdwood Rotary Club and the Girdwood Volunteer Fire Department to provide 
items to needy families during the holiday season. Gifts are donated by local 
residents by taking an ornament off an “Angel Tree” located in the community 
school office. The ornament is then replaced with an age appropriate gift for a 
needy child. F V C S  supports “The Goldstitchers”, a local quilting group who 
creates and donates a unique quilt annually to benefit one of the local non-profit 
organizations.

F V C S  recognizes outstanding community service by awarding two individuals 
with a “Community Service Award” at our annual volunteer barbeque. Together 
with the Lions Club, Four Valleys awards two post-secondary scholarships of $750 
each to graduating local seniors who have been actively involved in our 
community and are attending college full time. Six scholar athlete awards are made 
in the fall to deserving youth who qualify, complete the application and 
successfully interview with a community based committee.

Our direct program beneficiaries are people of all ages from the communities of 
Bird Creek, Indian, Girdwood and Portage. Additional participants travel from 
Anchorage, Eagle River, Homer and other localities to attend some of our events 
and classes. Annually, F V C S  serves over 6,800 participants and attracts more than 
700 volunteers.

B d u c a tio n , R e c re a tio n  a n d  C u ltu r a l A c tiv itie s
fo r  th e  c o m m u n itie s  o f  In d ia n , 'B ird , g ird w o o d  §  P o rta g e
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The Alyeska Snow Classic is a new proposed gaming fund raiser for Four Valleys 
Community School, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization based in Girdwood, Alaska. 
Winner(s) are determined by the exact guess of the total snow accumulation on the 
ground at the established Measurement Station on Mount Alyeska in Girdwood, Alaska. 
The total snow measurement from the ground up is taken by a neutral party on the 
publicized date and time. The measurement is to the nearest % to 14 an inch. The 
winner(s) are to be notified after the measurement is taken. Their names are to be 
announced at a designated Alyeska Resort event on the annually publicized date and 
time.

Tickets: All tickets are numbered and accounted for. Each ticket has the following 
information printed on it:

1. Name of the event: Alyeska Snow Classic
2. Date and time of measurement: To be established annually with Alyeska Resort
3. Beneficiary: Four Valleys Community School, Inc.

Participation: Tickets are sold by participating Girdwood businesses and the Four 
Valleys Community School, Inc. (FVCS) staff for $5 per ticket. Each ticket allows the 
participant one guess at the total snow accumulation from the ground at a specific day 
and time. Completed tickets are deposited into a sealed container at the participating 
businesses and FVCS office. All ticket sales close one month prior to measurement date 
at the end of the business day. Once the ticket sales are closed, ticket sale monies, unsold 
tickets and sealed containers with completed tickets are picked up from each business by 
FVCS monitors. Prior to the measurement, all tickets distributed for sale are accounted 
for by the FVCS monitors. The FVCS monitors are trained adults responsible for 
recruiting participating businesses, working with the business’ employees on record 
keeping and procedure, delivering needed materials, re-supplying materials and picking 
up the guesses with accounting, ticket sale monies and secure container with guesses. All 
monitors and the measurer will be neutral persons who are unable to participate and win.

Prize: One prize is awarded equally to the winner(s) who guess the exact snow 
accumulation from the ground. The prize money is half the net amount. The net amount 
is the difference between the ticket sales and the administrative costs to run the Alyeska 
Snow Classic. The administrative costs include but are not limited to all printed 
materials, advertising, all supplies to include sealed ticket containers, accounting files for 
businesses, participating business earnings and staff and monitor payroll associated with 
this event.

Winners Announcement: Winner(s) are to be notified as quickly as possible. This 
notification process begins with the announcement of the snow accumulation 
measurement and winners on the specific publicized date at the designated Alyeska 
Resort event.

A ly esk a  S n ow  C la ssic



H ouse Bill 245 
Snow  C la ss ics  

Support Letter Index

Attached is a sample of letters received in support of House Bill 245. We have received letters from the 
following individuals, businesses, and organizations, which are available upon request:

1. Alpine Air Alaska
2. Alyeska Resort
3. Cassen, Kristen
4. Cook, Cassie
5. Doepken, Julie
6. Donnelly, Maggie and Christopher
7. Dorius, Kerry
8. Double Musky restaurant
9. Finch, Matt
10. Four Valleys Community School, Inc.
11. Girdwood 2020
12. Girdwood Board of Supervisors
13. Girdwood Parks and Recreation
14. Girdwood Rotary Club
15. Girdwood -Turnagain Arm Lions Club
16. Girdwood, Inc.
17. Graham, Nina
18. Hawes, Mandy
19. Jack Sprat Restaurant
20. Kauffman, Stacey
21. Kennedy, Sue
22. Kiland, Janette
23. Knutson & Associations, Attorneys at Law
24. Little Bears Playhouse, Inc.
25. McCombs, Zach
26. McDermott, Catherine
27. Mohl, Kelly
28. Moore, Suzie
29. Nix, Bethanie
30. Nix, George
31. Peterson, Travis
32. Powers, Diane
33. Preis, Pat
34. Rios, Selita
35. Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church
36. Shoffner, Katharina
37. Sirles, Elizabeth
38. Stone, Amy
39. The Bake Shop
40. Thill, Mary
41. Valhalla Construction
42. Wilkinson, Ken
43. Z Architects



November 16, 2011

Alaska State Legislature 
] 20 4th Street, State Capitol, Room 3 
Juneau, AK 9980 J-1182

Dear Committee Members of the House and Senate:

This is a letter of support for the creation of the Alyeska Snow Classic administered by Four Valleys 
Community Schools (FVCS).

My business supports this legislation. We request your continued support to enact this charitable 
gaming event into law.

For 30 years FVCS has been an essential year-round educational, recreational and cultural center for 
Girdwood and the Tumagain Arm Communities. They offer more than 200 classes, programs and 
events per year. FVCS focuses on lifelong learning, community involvement and efficient use of 
resources. They actively engage in collaborations and partnerships with local businesses, nonprofits 
and private donors to provide the full spectrum of services the Four Valleys communities seek.

An Alyeska Snow Classic will strengthen Four Valleys Community School and enable them to 
continue to meet the needs of the residents of Bird, Indian, Girdwood and Portage. A successfully 
operated Alyeska Snow Classic could fund their budget without recourse to property tax dollars 
when combined with their fundraising efforts.

In 1981 FVCS was created by community volunteers and is still governed by a volunteer Board of 
Directors. Due to the strength of its volunteer base, it is a one of the very few remaining 
Community Schools operating in the state. Over 650 volunteers contribute their talents and time to 
support a wide range of activities. Whether it is individual or family growth, FVCS provides many 
opportunities to learn, serve and recreate.

FVCS is an integral and vital part of community life in Girdwood and Tumagain Arm because it is 
the only organization that brings together a diverse spectrum of people for educational, recreational 
and cultural opportunities in an environment that is healthy and safe year round. Our organization 
is in full support of the legislation establishing the Alyeska Snow Classic.

Sincerely,

Deb Essex 
Operations Manager 
Alpine Air Alaska, Inc

P.O. Box 519 « Girdwood, Alaska 99587 • 907-783-2360 * Fax 907-754-1504 * www.alpineatralaska.com

http://www.alpineatralaska.com


A l y e s k a  R e s o r t  -  D i  H i i b n e r

Alaska State Legislature
120 4th Street, State Capitol, Room 3
Juneau, AK 99S01-1182

Dear Committee Members of the House and Senate,

This is a letter of support for the creation of the Alyeska Snow Classic 
adm inistered by Four Valleys Community Schools (FVCS).

I believe that the inception of an Alyeska Snow Classic adm inistered by 
FVCS w ould aid the organization in supporting program s offered to 
residents of Indian, Bird, Girdwood, and Portage, all small communities 
along the Turnagain Arm.

o FVCS has been operating since 1981
o FVCS is one of the last remaining Community Schools operating in 

the state of Alaska 
o FVCS provides educational, recreational and cultural activities and 

operates similar to Parks & Recreation or a YMCA.

By operating the Alyeska Snow Classic, FVCS can m eet the goal of 
funding its program s w ithout the need of municipal tax dollars. It is also 
our hope that the Alyeska Snow Classic will one day allow FVCS to assist 
other non-profits in the Four Valleys.

I urge you to vote in favor of the legislation creating an Alyeska Snow 
Classic adm inistered by Four Valleys Community Schools, Inc.

Sincerely,

j 4 w J r v v u O
Di H iibner

Ski Area General M anager & VP 
Alyeska Resort

December 9, 2011

A i . V R S K A  R d S O K T
A I  A t i K  A
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Executive Committee

Larry Casn, Ccchair 

Diana Slone Livingston, Cochair 

Hunk Hosforrf, Secretory 

Carl Propes, Treasurer

Gary Bucy 

Randall Call 

Larry Daniels 

Jeff Demain 

Bryan Eoley 

Jessica Carey Graham 

Bob Gross 

Di Hiibner 

Lana Johnson 

Lynn Johnson 

Philip Uvingslon 

Davicf McVeigh 

Dave Parish 

Snerton Parry 

John Rense 

Dave Slratlon 

Eihan Tyler 

Dave Wilson

Jim Earnell, Honorary Member 
Per Bjarn Roli, Honorary Member 
Chris vcn Imhof, Honorary Member

January 12, 2012

Four Valleys Community School, Inc.
P. O. Box 790 
Girdwood, AFC 99587

Subject: Alyeska Snow Classic

To Whom It May Concern:

At a meeting of the board of directors of Girdwood 2020, upon motion duly 
made and seconded, the board unanimously approved holding an “Alyeska 
Snow Classic” to be operated and administered by Four Valleys Community 
School, Inc. with proceeds supporting Four Valleys Community School 
programs.

Accordingly, we encourage legislative support for SB 146 and HB 245.

Sincerely,

Diana Stone Livingston, Cochair

http://www.girdwaad2020.org


Municipality of Anchorage

Healthy

PO Box 390. Ciirdwoinl AK 005X7

Parks & Recreation Department

January 12, 2012

Alaska State Legislature
120 4 ,h Street, State Capitol, Room 3
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Com m ittee M embers of the House and Senate;

I am w riting  in support o f Four Valleys Com m unity Schools in the ir efforts to  create the Alyeska Snow Classic and I 
urge you to support the  needed legislation to create and approve an Act establishing the  Snow Classic as an 
authorized form  o f charitable gaming.

i am a long tim e member o f the  G irdwood Community. FVCS has been operating for over 30 years and 1 am proud 
to say I have been involved w ith  them  throughout this en tire  tim e in one way or another. Over the years I have 
worked as Coordinator, held a vo lunteer position on the ir board, and have volunteered as instructo r, teaching 
many varied classes fo r the benefit o f com m unity members. I te ll you this to show that l a m i n a  unique position 
having been involved w ith  the  organization in every conceivable way and continue to support this non pro fit 
organization. W hen I say they have been instrum enta l in changing the face o f our com m unity  through educational, 
cultural & recreational program ming it  Is not an exaggeration. At this tim e, as a M unicipa lity o f Anchorage 
employee in G irdwood, I continue to w ork closely w ith  the com m unity school as they continue to  provide much of 
the recreational program m ing tha t is typically sponsored by the m unicipality.

Over the years, the  com m unity school has evolved from  a municipal program to a non p ro fit organization and 
continues to  provide v ita l services to the G irdwood com m unity. The change from  a municipally sponsored 
program to  a non p ro fit has been d ifficu lt, as funding is always an issue. The com m unity has supported the 
organization w ith  small recreational grants, however this funding is not assured. The creation o f the  Snow Classic 
would help insure tha t the  program o f much needed funding w ith ou t requesting local tax dollars. If successful, this 
game o f chance has the potentia l to provide FVCS w ith  a steady income stream and the ab ility  to help other local 
non pro fits  as well.

W hile t know  th a t there  are often questions about the su itab ility  o f games o f chance, I feel strongly tha t the Snow 
Classic w ould not be a problem . A event such as these occurs only once 3 year and partic ipation is strictly optional. 
It w ou ld  provide a annual revenue stream for a hard w orking, funding strapped non pro fit tha t has a proven track 
record o f giving back to  and Im proving the ir com m unity since 1981.

I urge you to  support legislation creating the Alyeska Snow Classic administered by Four Valleys Community 
Schools, Inc.

Sincerely,

Jonnie Lazarus
G irdwood Parks and Recreation
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S E R V IC E  A b o v e  S e l f

January ] I, 2012

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska State Legislature 
120 4th Street, State Capitol, Room 3 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hawker:

Thank you for introducing and supporting House Bill 245 which establishes the Alyeska Snow Classic 
operated and run by Four Valleys Community School, Inc. (FVCS). Our organization supports this 
legislation. We request your continued support to enact this charitable gaming event into law.

An Alyeska Snow Classic will strengthen Four Valleys Community School and enable them to continue 
to meet the needs o f the residents of Bird, Indian, Girdwood and Portage. A successfully operated 
Alyeska Snow Classic could allow FVCS to become self-sufficient and no longer need public money to 
support its operations.

For 30 years FVCS has been an integral part of community life in Girdwood and Tumagain Arm 
because it brings together a diverse spectrum of people for educational, recreational and cultural 
opportunities in an environment that is healthy and safe year round. The Girdwood Rotary Club is in 
full support of the legislation establishing the Alyeska Snow Classic.

Sincerely,
1

Jen  W ingard  
President 2011-2012 
Girdwood Rotary

http://www.GirdwoodRotary


Little Bears Playhouse, Inc. 
PO Box 350
Girdwood, AK 99587-0350 
December 9, 2011

Alaska State Legislature
120 4th St., State Capitol, Room 3
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Committee Members of the House and Senate:

This is a letter of support for the creation of the Alyeska Snow Classic administered by 
Four Valleys Community Schools (FVCS). Little Bears Playhouse, Inc., the non-profit 
childcare center serving the same communities as FVCS, supports this legislation. We 
request your continued support to help enact this charitable gaming event into law.

The services of FVCS are essential for Girdwood and the other communities of 
Tumagain Arm. An Alyeska Snow Classic will strengthen FVCS and enable them to 
continue to meet the needs of the residents of Bird Creek, Indian, Girdwood, and 
Portage. A successfully operated Atyeska Snow Classic could fund the organization’s 
budget, combined with other fundraising efforts.

Similar to Little Bears Playhouse, Inc., FVCS was created by community volunteers and 
is still governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. Several hundred FVCS volunteers 
contribute their talents and time to support a wide range of activities. FVCS provides 
many opportunities for people of all ages in the Turnagain Arm area. Little Bears 
Playhouse, Inc. would like to see that continue for many more years to cornel

FVCS is a very important part of community life in Bird Creek, Indian, Girdwood, and 
Portage. Little Bears Playhouse, Inc. Is in full support of the legislation establishing the 
Alyeska Snow Classic.

We urge you to vote in favor of this legislation! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jdan Lower, President 
Little Bears Playhouse, Inc.




