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OUSE COMMITTEE R E P O lQ

( l l )
Date Referred to Committee: February 9, 2011 

Date o f Committee Action: 'zj'24'  l|______

The FINANCE Committee considered:

FURTHER REFERRALS:

HB 19

HOUSE BILL NO. 19
"An Act relating to special request registration plates; and providing for an effective date."

HB 19-SPECIAL REQUEST LICENSE PLATES

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ ] CS for_____________
For Senate Bills with new title: /  /  Technical Title [  J New Title: HCR

 )
[ ] Sam e Title | | N ew  T itle

[ ] a ttach  am endm en ts
[ ] add  new  referral to 
[ | L e tte r o f  In ten t_____

C om m ittee
C om m ittee

List o f  
Abbrev 
fo r
Depts.:
AD.Vl
CED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
DUS
L.WF
CAW
LEG
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
ROT
IIA



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) H B019-STA -D Q A -D M V -02-04-11

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title Special Request Plates - In God We Trust

Sponsor
Requester

Rep(s) LYN N , K E L L E R , G A TTO
H (STA )

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(H) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

1
H B  19

2/9/2011

Administration
Motor Vehicles
Motor Vehicles

OMB Component Number 2348

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[c a p i t a l  e x p e n d it u r e s  ]

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE_________________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Not applicable; initial version

Prepared by Whitney Brewster  Phone 907-269-5574
Division Motor Vehicles Date/Time 2/4/11 4:00 PM

Approved by John Cram er_______________________________________________________________  Date 2/4/2011__________
Department of Administration________________________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 Of 2



FISCAL NOTE #1

A n a lysis

This bill has no fiscal impact on the Division of Motor Vehicles.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 19
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(Pevisad 1/27/2011 OMB) P age  2 of 2



Alaska State Legislature

Member
Judiciary Committee 
Energy Special Committee 
Joint Arm ed Services Special Committee 
M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs Committee

Finance Subcommittees
Adm inistration
Corrections
M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs

Chairm an
State A ffairs  Com m ittee

A Communication From
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN 

D istric t 31 A n ch o rag e

E-M ail: Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us 
“Bob Lynn’s Alaska Blog” RepBobLynnBlog.com

Session:
Alaska State Capitol #108 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: (907) 465-4931 
F ax :(907)465-4316 

Toll Free: (800) 870-4391

Interim:
716 W. 4th Ave., #650 

Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Phone: (907) 269-0205 
Fax: (907) 269-0207

Sponsor Statement 
HB 19 

“An Act relating to special request registration plates;”

HB 19 authorizes the Department o f Administration-Division o f M otor Vehicles to 

create a special request license plate incorporating the American flag and the 

phrase “In God We Trust.” The specific design is left to D M V ’s discretion. These 

special request plates would cost $30 plus the normal fees required to register the 

vehicle in question. The Act would take effect on January 1, 2012.

Contact: Thomas Reiker thomas__reiker@legis.state.ak.us 465-4965

mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:thomas__reiker@legis.state.ak.us
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Alaska State Legislature

Member
Judiciary  C om m ittee 
Energy Special C om m ittee 
Jo in t A rm ed Services Special Com m ittee 
M ilitary  and V eterans’ A ffairs Com m ittee

C hairm an
S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee Session:

A laska State Capitol #108 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Phone:(907)465-4931  
F ax :(907 )465 -4316  

Toll Free: (800) 870-4391

Finance Subcommittees
A dm inistra tion
C orrections
M ilitary and V eterans’ A ffairs

A C om m unication From  
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN 

District 31 Anchorage

Interim:
716 W. 4th A ve., #650 

Anchorage, A K  99501-2133

E -M ail: Representative_Bob_Lynn@ legis. state. ak.us 
“B ob L y n n ’s A laska Blog” RepBobLynnBlog.com

P hone:(907)269-0205  
F a x :(907)269-0207

Feb. 15,2011

To: Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chairman 
Representative Bill Thomas, Co-Chairman 
House Finance Committee

Fr: Representative Bob Lynn

Re: Court Opinions on use o f “In God We Trust” in Government Documentation

"There is an unbroken h isto ry o f o ffic ia l acknow ledgm ent by all th re e  branches o f 

g ove rn m en t o f th e  role o f relig ion in Am erican life  from  at least 1789."

-Chief Justice Warren Burger, Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668 (1984)

"...g o ve rn m e n t declara tion  o f Thanksgiving as a public holiday, printing of 'In God We 
Trust' on coins, and opening co u rt sessions w ith  'God save the  United States and this 

honorab le  co u rt.' Those governm ent acknow ledgm ents o f relig ion serve... th e  leg itim ate 

secular purposes o f solem nizing public occasions, expressing confidence in th e  fu tu re , 

and encouraging the  recogn ition  o f w h a t is w o rth y  o f appreciation in society. For th a t 

reason, and because o f th e ir  h is to ry and ub iqu ity , those practices are not understood 
as conveying government approval of particular religious beliefs."
-Justice Sandra Day O ’Connor, Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668 (concurring) [emphasis 
added]

"The governm ent vio la tes [the  Establishm ent Clause] if it  endorses or disapproves of 

re lig ion ."

-Justice Sandra Day O ’Connor, County o f  Allegheny v. ACLU, 492 U.S. 573 [emphasis 
added]



" [ 'In  God W e T rus t'] symbolizes the historical role o f relig ion in o u r society...form alizes 

our m edium  o f exchange...fosters patrio tism ...and expresses confidence in the  fu tu re . 

The m o tto 's  p rim a ry  e ffe c t is no t to  advance re lig ion; instead, it is a fo rm  o f 'cerem onial 

deism ' w hich th ro u g h  historical usage and ub iqu ity  cannot be reasonably understood to  

convey go ve rn m e n t approval o f religious belief...W e conclude, th e re fo re , th a t the 

sta tu tes establish ing 'In God W e Trust' as our national m o tto  and provid ing fo r  its 

rep roduction  on U n ited States currency do no t v io la te  th e  Establishm ent Clause."

-Senior Circuit Judge Deanell Reece Tacha, Gaylor v. United States, 74 F.3d 214, U.S. 
Circuit Court o f  Appeals fo r the Tenth Circuit

These opinions highlight the federal courts’ history o f upholding the constitutionality o f 
our national motto. While none of these cases relates directly to the use o f “In God We 
Trust” on license plates, it seems implausible that the courts would apply a stricter 
constitutional standard to license plates than to the currency. Citizens wishing to 
participate in our economy have no choice but to utilize the national currency, but drivers 
would only receive this license plate if  they requested and paid for it. In addition, public 
funds are utilized to operate the Treasury and print currency containing the national 
motto, but these license plates will be paid for through user fees.

For more information on the constitutionality o f  the phrase “In God We Trust” or for 
copies o f the cases cited in this memo, please contact Thomas Reiker at 465-4965 or 
thomas reiker@ legis.state.ak.us .

mailto:reiker@legis.state.ak.us
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Sample Indiana "In God We Trust" License Plate

INDIANA * 07
G o d We
T r u s t

*

T
G

Sample Virginia "In God We Trust" License Plate



Sam ple South Carolina "In God We Trust" License Plate
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Helen Ph illips_________________________________________________________________________

From: Thomas Reiker
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 2:01 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Hearing Request for HB 19
Attachments: HB 19.pdf; HB 19 Fiscal Note.pdf; HB 19 Hearing Request.doc; HB 19 Sponsor

Statement.pdf; HB 19 Legal Research.doc; HB 19 Sample License Plates.pdf

I am writing to request a hearing for HB 19. Any questions or concerns regarding this bill can be directed to Thomas 
Reiker at 465-4965 or thomas reiker(5)legis.state.ak.us. Whitney Brewster, Director of the Alaska Division of Motor 
Vehicles, will be online in the hearing to answer questions. In addition to a copy of the bill and its accompanying zero 
fiscal note, I am attaching all other documentation you have requested. Please find included the formal hearing request, 
a sponsor statement, a memo on legal precedent related to the constitutionality of the national motto, and sample "In 
God We Trust" license plates from other states. If you require additional information, please just let me know.

Thank you so much for your time and consideraton,

Thom as Reiker 
S ta ff
State  Rep. Bob Lynn  
D istrict 31
465-4965
thom as reiker@ leqis.state.ak.us

l

mailto:reiker@leqis.state.ak.us



