
<TARGET><BILL>HB 179</BILL><SUBDECT>HB 
179</SUB3ECT><COMM>HFIN27</COMMx/TARGET>



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA cost  ̂codes

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) HB179-LAW-CRIM-12-08-11

Bill Version

Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

HB 179

Law
Title An Act relating to cruelty to animals.

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Lynn

Dept. A ffected________
'Appropriation ________
Allocation Criminal Justice Litigation

Criminal

(H) Finance

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

 OMB Component Number

(Thou sands o f D o llars)_______

2202

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

O u t -Y e a r  C o s t  E s t im a te s

O PER A T IN G  EXPEND ITU RES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
M iscellaneous

T O T A L  O PERATIN G *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

FUND S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Prgm  (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

T O TAL *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

C H A N G E  IN R EV EN U ES

Estim ated  S U P P LE M E N T A L  (FY12) operating co sts
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated  CA P IT A L  (FY 131 costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

W hy th is  f is ca l note d iffers from  prev ious vers ion  (if in itia l version , p lease note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB)

Eileen Donahue, Division Operations Manager Phone 465-5427
Administrative Services Date/Time 12/08/11 2:30PM

John J. Burns, Attorney General Date 12/8/2011
Department of Law

P a g e  1 o f 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

HB 179 w o u ld  ad o p t a c lass C fe lo n y  fo r  an im a l c rue lty  if a person, acting  w ith  c r im in a l neg ligence , co n tem po raneo u s ly  

fa ils  to  ca re  fo r five  o r m o re  an im a ls, and causes the  dea th  o r seve re  pa in  o r p ro longed  su ffe r ing  to  five  o r m ore  

an im a ls.

Th is b ill w o u ld  have an in d e te rm in a te  f isca l im pac t to  the  D epa rtm en t o f Law.
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 179

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

HB 179 am end s  e x is tin g  an im a l c ru e lty  law  to  inc lude  fa ilin g  to  care  fo r  five  o r m o re  an im a ls and causing death , 

se ve re  phys ica l pa in , o r  p ro longed  su ffe r ing  to  th e  an im als.

D e p a rtm e n t o f  C o rre c t io n s  is unab le  to  d e te rm in e  the  fisca l im pacts o f the  passage o f th is  leg is la tion , as w e  canno t 

e s t im a te  th e  to ta l n um b e r o f  ac tua l v io la t io n s  th a t  w ill occur.

The  D e p a rtm e n t o f  C o rre c t io n s  w ill c lo se ly  m o n ito r po ten t ia l fu tu re  fisca l im pacts  o f th is  leg is la tion .
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Analysis

Th is b ill am ends th e  c r im e  o f  c ru e lty  to  an im a ls to  in c lude  fa ilin g  to  care  fo r f ive  o r m o re  an im a ls  and causing death, 

seve re  phys ica l pa in , o r  p ro longed  su ffe r in g  to  the  an im a ls  as a C lass C fe lony . The A gency  can n o t re liab ly  p red ict 
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FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB179

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Th is b ill am end s  th e  c r im e  o f  c ru e lty  to  an im a ls, fa ilin g  to  care  fo r  five  o r m ore  an im a ls  and caus ing  dea th , severe  

phys ica l pa in , o r  p ro lo n g e d  su ffe r in g  to  an im a ls  as a class C fe lony .

The O ffice  o f  P u b lic  A d vo ca cy  canno t re lia b ly  p red ict how  m any new  cases w ill be charged  under th is  expanded  

d e f in it io n , th e re fo re  th e  O ffice  o f  P ub lic  A dvo cacy  has su bm itte d  an in d e te rm in a te  f isca l note.
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Carpeneti, R Anne D (LAW)

F r o m :  W o o d s ,  L u c r e t ia  L  ( L A W )

S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  06 , 2 0 1 2  1 1 :33  A M

T o :  C a rp e n e t i ,  R  A n n e  D  ( L A W )

S u b j e c t :  A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0 (a ) ( 2 )

The number of actual charges filed:

2 0 0 6  =  1 0
2 0 0 7  =  9
2 0 0 8  =  1
2 0 0 9  = 9
2 0 1 0  =  31
2 0 1 1  = 6 2

The number of defendants/cases:

2 0 0 6  =  5
2 0 0 7  =  5
2 0 0 8  =  1
2 0 0 9  =  6
2 0 1 0  =  8  

2 0 1 1  = 1 2

L u  W oods
C R I M E S  C o o r d in a t o r  

3 1 0  K  S t re e t ,  S u i t e  4 0 3  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  

W : 2 6 9 -7 9 4 1 :  F : 2 6 9 - 6 3 0 5  

L u c r e t ia .W o o d s @ a la s k a . g o v

3/6/2012

mailto:Lucretia.Woods@alaska.gov


Session:
Alaska State Capitol #108 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Phone: (907)465-4931 
Fax: (907) 465-4316 

Toll Free: (800) 870-4391

Interim:
716 W. 4th Ave., #650 

Anchorage, A K  99501-2133

Phone: (907) 269-0205 
Fax: (907) 269-0207

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H B  1 7 9

“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c r u e l t y  t o  a n i m a l s . . .  ”

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  e a c h  n e g l e c t e d  a n i m a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e ,  b u t  t h e s e  

o f f e n s e s  a r e  o n l y  m i s d e m e a n o r s .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  c h a r g e  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  

g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  A s  s u c h ,  H B  1 7 9  m a k e s  i t  a  C l a s s  C  f e l o n y  t o  c r i m i n a l l y  n e g l e c t  

f i v e  o r  m o r e  a n i m a l s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e .

W e  h a v e  s e e n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  t a k e  o n  t e n s ,  s o m e t im e s  

h u n d r e d s ,  o f  a n i m a l s  w i t h  n o  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a d e q u a t e l y  c a r e  f o r  

t h e m  a l l .  P e o p l e  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  h a v e  a s  m a n y  p e t s  a s  t h e y  l i k e ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

a l s o  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e s e  a n im a l s .  E a c h  t i m e  o u r  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  t o  r e m o v e  

m u l t i p l e  a n i m a l s ,  i t  s h o c k s  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  o v e r w h e l m s  o u r  a n i m a l  r e s c u e  

c a p a b i l i t i e s .  W e  m u s t  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  l a w s  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b e h a v i o r .  A s  s u c h ,  I  

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  H B  1 7 9 .

Alaska State Legislature
Chairman

State Affairs Committee

Member
Judiciary Committee 
Energy Special Committee 
Joint Armed Services Special Committee 
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Finance Subcommittees

A  C o m m u n ic a t io n  F r o m  

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B O B  L Y N N  
District 31 Anchorage

E-Mail: Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us 
“Bob Lynn’s Alaska Blog” RepBobLynnBlog.com

Contact: Thomas Reiker, (907) 465-4965 Revised: January 21,2011

mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us
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Seized dogs finding new homes

PALMER —  In the wake of a ruling ordering dozens of abused dogs be turned over to the Mat-Su 
Borough, some of the more than 150 animals seized early this year have started to find homes.

But if you’re looking to adopt a husky mix, be patient.

“We have a few that are out for adoption just because of their health,” said Animal Care and Regulation 
Manager Richard Stockdale. But most dogs still have a way to go, he said. “They’re doing OK, but 
they’re not quite ready to do the adoption thing.”

Some of the dogs are headed to the correctional farm at Point MacKenzie, where inmates will care for 
them. Stockdale said he likes that arrangement because the farm has more manpower than he does and 
the dogs will get more attention.
But while having the dogs at the farm will relieve some of the burden on his staff, some of the 
challenges are going to get worse. One dog has already had a litter of puppies. Another is very close. 
Stockdale said several of the female dogs arrived at the shelter pregnant.

The dogs, most of which were emaciated and dehydrated —  and some of which had already died —  
were seized Jan. 10 from the Willow-area home of Frank Rich. As in most dog seizure cases, the 
borough said it could not adopt the dogs out immediately. The borough set to work on seizing the dogs 
permanently. Rich appealed a forfeiture notice the borough filed, which sent the case to borough 
administrative hearing officer, Karen Jennings. On Feb. 10, Jennings ruled in the borough’s favor.

However, that might not be the final word on who owns the dogs. Rich has 30 days to appeal and send 
the case to state Superior Court. Borough Attorney Lisa Thomas said Thursday that she has received no 
notice that Rich has taken this route.

But while that uncertainty remains, Stockdale said he’s proceeding with the process of rehabilitating the 
dogs and getting them adopted. He said that is the right move.

“The forfeiture was upheld,” he said. “They’re now the borough’s dogs.”
Thomas backed him up on that point. The case’s status, she said, is that right now the dogs are the 
borough’s property.

Running parallel to the borough’s process is a criminal case filed at the Palmer Courthouse —  set for a 
hearing today —  in which Rich is charged with 50 counts of animal cruelty.

Jennings’ ruling contains hints of what a potential jury in Rich’s criminal trial might see.

According to borough staff, Rich first showed up on their radar in October 2002 when he applied for 
and received a kennel license, which subsequently expired in 2005.

In April 2006, the borough received a complaint of 20 puppies running loose on Kashwitna Road. Rich 
was warned about the loose dogs and told to apply to renew his kennel license. In 2007, the borough 
got another complaint, this time about aggressive dogs getting loose from his property. An animal 
control officer sent to investigate “observed unsanitary conditions in the dog lot,” a borough report 
says. Rich was cited for those unsanitary conditions and for having an unlicensed kennel in August

http://www.frontiersman.com/articles/2011/02/18/local_news/doc4d5b2cdbce4836872327... 3/16/2011

http://www.frontiersman.com/articles/2011/02/18/local_news/doc4d5b2cdbce4836872327
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2007.
A  week later, Rich applied for a license. The borough agreed to put down 24 of his dogs to reduce the 
numbers in the kennel. Even with the reduced numbers, Rich failed the inspection necessary for the 
license. His kennel was inspected again in September 2007.

“While the dogs were no longer standing in mud and water, the conditions were still unsanitary,” 
Jennings wrote.
Finally, in October 2007, Rich passed an inspection and got a license, which expired in October 2010. 
He didn’t stay on the right side of the law for more than a year, though. In late 2009, the number of 
dogs on his lot had swelled to 155, which was above the 127 allowed by his license. He was issued a 
warning.
In April of last year he applied to renew his license. The borough hasn’t ruled on that application yet.

The ruling also contains a few snippets of how Rich tried to explain himself when animal care officers 
came to seize his dogs. He told them that the dead dogs had looked healthy and “suddenly died.” He 
said he’d quit his job two months prior to their arrival and that money had been tight. He’d sold a 
vehicle and other things to pay for dog food. He said he prioritized feeding the puppies because he 
could sell them and use the money to feed the adults. He said there was no water for the dogs because it 
would freeze when he put it out, “so the dogs eat snow.” He said he didn’t call the borough because he 
worried all his dogs would be put down, and anyway he said he “did not want to burden the borough.”

Jennings takes particular notice of testimony that Rich could have gotten water for the dogs at a nearby 
spring and that some of the dogs were found in a heated cabin on the property.

“Rich had a free source of water available and in addition, since the cabin was heated, could have kept 
the water from freezing so it could be provided to the dogs in his lot. Rich’s failure to provide the most 
basic of needs, water, when he had the capacity to do so is evidence that he cannot be relied on to care 
for the dogs if they are returned to him,” Jennings wrote.
Contact Andrew Wellner at andrew.weilner@frontiersman.com or 352-2270.

http://www.frontiersman.com/articles/2011/02/18/local_news/doc4d5b2cdbce4836872327... 3/16/2011

mailto:andrew.weilner@frontiersman.com
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W om an sentenced to probation in 
anim al-cruelty case
September 24, 20x0(by Ashton Goodell

YOU ARE HERE: KTUU Home-^Collections

A N C H O R A G E ,  A l a s k a  —  S h e ' s  b e e n  c a l l e d  a  c a t  h o a r d e r ,  b u t  a n  A n c h o r a g e  w o m a n  

c o n v i c t e d  o n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t s  o f  a n i m a l  c r u e l t y  s a y s  s h e  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  s t r a y  a n i m a l s  a  

b e t t e r  l i f e .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  A l e x  S w i d e r s k i  s e n t e n c e d  5 4 - y e a r - o l d  D e b o r a h  A l l e n  

T h u r s d a y  f o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  s e v e r a l  d o z e n  c a t s  a n d  d o g s .

A l l e n  w o n ' t  b e  s p e n d i n g  a n y  t i m e  i n  j a i l ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  o n  p r o b a t i o n  f o r  1 0  y e a r s .  

A n i m a l - r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  s a y  A l l e n ' s  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  a d o p t  s t r a y s  a l m o s t  k i l l e d  h e r  

a n i m a l s .

T h e  c i t y  r e m o v e d  3 2  a n i m a l s  f r o m  A l l e n ’ s  h o m e  l a s t  O c t o b e r .  O n  T h u r s d a y ,  

S w i d e r s k i  o r d e r e d  a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  5 0  p e t s  t o  b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  a s  

p a r t  o f  h e r  s e n t e n c i n g .

T h e  p r o s e c u t o r ,  H e r b e r t  V i e r g u t z ,  s a y s  A l l e n  t o o k  o n  t o o  m a n y  a n i m a l s  a n d  c o u l d n ' t  

t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h o s e  s h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  s a v e .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e m  w e r e  s k i n n y  a n d  s i c k ,  w i t h  

l u n g  c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  c o u g h s .

T h e  a n i m a l s  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  a s  e v i d e n c e  f o r  n e a r l y  a  y e a r  a t  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  —  b u t  

A l l e n  c l a i m s  t h e  a n i m a l s  w e r e  i n  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  u n d e r  h e r  c a r e  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  n o w .

B o t h  s i d e s  w a n t  t h e  a n i m a l s  t o  f i n d  h e a l t h ,  h a p p y  h o m e s .

“ M s .  A l l e n ' s  r i g h t s  t o  a l l  o f  h e r  a n i m a l  v i c t i m s  s h o u l d  b e  f o r f e i t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  

t h e r e b y  a l l o w i n g  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s  a t  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  a  c h a n c e  t o  f i n d  a  n e w  a n d  l o v i n g  

h o m e , ”  V i e r g u t z  s a i d .

“ I  t e l l  y o u ,  J u d g e ,  i f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  r e s p e c t  f o r  m e  o r  i f  y o u  a r e  

g o i n g  t o  g i v e  m e  j a i l  t i m e  f i n e  —  b u t  p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  s e n d  m y  a n i m a l s  t o  

A n i m a l  C o n t r o l , ”  A l l e n  s a i d .

S w i d e r s k i  t o l d  A l l e n  s h e  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  c a r e  f o r  o r  o w n  a n i m a l s .  H e  s a i d  w i t h  a  

m e n t a l  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  h e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  

a l l o w i n g  A l l e n  a  f e w  p e r s o n a l  p e t s .

C o n t a c t  A s h t o n  G o o d e l l  a t  a g o o d e l l @ k t u u . c o m

mailto:agoodell@ktuu.com
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Mat-Su dog breeder faces 50 counts of anim al cruelty
WILLOW: Officials pick up 110 animals, but also find 22 that died.
A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s / a d n . c o m  

(0 1 /1 1 /1 1  0 7 :4 6 :2 9 )

A  M a t - S u  m a n  f a c e s  5 0  c o u n t s  o f  c r u e l t y  t o  a n im a ls  a f t e r  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  a n d  b o r o u g h  o f f i c ia ls  f o u n d  

2 2  d e a d  d o g s  a n d  1 1 0  o t h e r  d o g s  t h a t  w e r e  a i l in g ,  t r o o p e r s  s a id .

F r a n k  R ic h ,  5 3 ,  o f  W i l lo w  w a s  a r r e s t e d  a n d  t a k e n  t o  t h e  M a t - S u  P r e t r ia l  F a c i l i t y ,  t r o o p e r s  s a id .

A n im a l - c a r e  s t a f f  w i t h  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  w e r e  w o r k in g  la t e  in t o  M o n d a y  e v e n in g  to  

r e m o v e  a b o u t  1 1 0  d o g s  f r o m  R ic h 's  p r o p e r t y  in  t h e  M o n t a n a  C r e e k  a r e a ,  t h e  b o r o u g h  s a id .

M o s t  o f  t h e  d o g s  b e in g  r e s c u e d  a r e  m a ln o u r is h e d  a n d  d e h y d r a t e d ,  t r o o p e r s  s a id .

A n o t h e r  2 2  d o g s  a l r e a d y  h a d  d ie d  f r o m  e x p o s u r e ,  s t a r v a t io n  a n d  d e h y d r a t io n ,  t r o o p e r s  s a id .

R ic h a r d  S t o c k d a le ,  t h e  b o r o u g h 's  A n im a l  C a r e  &  R e g u la t io n  m a n a g e r ,  s a id  m o s t  o f  t h e  d o g s  a r e  

h u s k ie s ,  a  f e w  a r e  m a la m u t e s .

T h e  b o r o u g h  s a id  R ic h  is  a  d o g  b r e e d e r .

. . .P r in t  P age ,-. . C lo s e .W in d o w . . , .

C op yrigh t © Wed Mar 16 1 4 :49 :11  U TC-0800 20111900 The A nchorage  Daily News (w w w .adn.com )

http://www.adn.com/201 l/01/10/v-printer/1642142/mat-su-officials-in-process-of.html 3/16/2011
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H om es sought for anim als from cruelty 
case
October 01, 20io|by Ashton Goodell

A N C H O R A G E ,  A l a s k a  —  A n c h o r a g e  A n i m a l  C a r e  a n d  C o n t r o l  p l a n s  t o  r e m o v e  

d o z e n s  o f  a n i m a l s  f r o m  a n  A n c h o r a g e  w o m a n ' s  h o m e  a n d  a n i m a l  s h e l t e r  t h i s  

w e e k e n d .  A  j u d g e  o r d e r e d  D e b o r a h  A l l e n  t o  t u r n  o v e r  a l l  o f  h e r  a n i m a l s  a f t e r  s h e  

w a s  f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  a n i m a l  c r u e l t y .

A t  l e a s t  5 0  c a t s  a r e  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  A l l e n ' s  h o m e  —  m o r e  t h a n  A n i m a l  

C o n t r o l  c a n  u s u a l l y  t a k e  o n  a t  o n c e .  S e v e r a l  s h e l t e r s  h a v e  s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d  t o  h e l p  

a d o p t  o u t  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  b u t  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  e x t r a  h e l p ,  5 0  c a t s  a n d  a  h a n d f u l  o f  d o g s  

i s  a  l o t  t o  h a n d l e .

W h e n  V i c k i e  Y o u n g  w i t h  P o l a r  P u g  R e s c u e  a n d  F r i e n d s  f i r s t  s a w  h e r  d o g ,  N y m ,  

s h e  d i d n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  s h e  w a s  a  p o o d l e .  H e r  h a i r  w a s  m a t t e d  d o w n  a n d  c o v e r e d  i n  

f e c e s .  Y o u n g  a d o p t e d  a l l  t h e  d o g s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  A l l e n ' s  h o m e .

" A  f a r  c r y  f r o m  w h e n  w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e m  —  t h e y  w e r e  s c a r e d  t o  d e a t h  o f  p e o p l e , "  

Y o u n g  s a i d .

S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  d o g s  h a d  s k i n  i n f e c t i o n s  a n d  e y e  p r o b l e m s  f r o m  p o o r  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  m e d i c a l  c a r e .

" T h e y  w e r e  i n  p r e t t y  r o u g h  s h a p e :  t h e y  h a d  s e v e r a l  i n c h e s  o f  m a t t i n g ,  w h i c h  t h e n  

c a u s e s  t h e m  t o  h a v e  b a c t e r i a  o n  t h e  s k i n ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s k i n  s t a r t s  r o t t i n g  a w a y , "  

Y o u n g  s a i d .

T h e  d o g s  a r e  d o i n g  a  l o t  b e t t e r  n o w ;  m o s t  a r e  h e a l t h y  a n d  r e a d y  t o  a d o p t ,  a n d  

Y o u n g  h a s  n o  d o u b t  t h e y ' l l  f i n d  h o m e s  q u i c k l y .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h e  c a t s  —  A n i m a l  

C o n t r o l  a l r e a d y  h a s  1 1 , a n d  i s  e x p e c t i n g  a t  l e a s t  5 0  m o r e .

" W e ' v e  h a d  m u l t i p l e  c a l l s  a b o u t  t h e  d o g s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  y e t  t o  r e c e i v e  a  s i n g l e  

p h o n e  c a l l  a b o u t  t h e  c a t s , "  s a i d  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l ' s  B r o o k e  T a y l o r .

" W e  a r e  v e r y ,  v e r y  u p - f r o n t  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h e n  w e  h a v e  s p e c i a l - n e e d s  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  

w e  h a v e  a  l o t , "  s a i d  S a l l y  C l a m p i t t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  

C r u e l t y  t o  A n i m a l s .  " R e a l l y  h e a l t h y ,  t a l e n t e d ,  f a b u l o u s  a n i m a l s  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  e n d  

u p  i n  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l . "



A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  r e m o v e d  m o r e  t h a n  2 3  c a t s  f r o m  A l l e n ' s  h o u s e  l a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  

d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  s p a c e  t o  t a k e  i n  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s .  I t ' s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  r o o m  a n d  

f i n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  s t a y i n g  a t  A l l e n ' s  

a n i m a l  s h e l t e r ,  C h a t e a u  P a m p e r e d  P u r r .

A l l e n  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  t a l k  o n  c a m e r a ,  b u t  i t ' s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  s h e  m i g h t  p u r s u e  a  c i v i l  

c a s e  a g a i n s t  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l .  S h e  c l a i m e d  i n  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  d i d n ' t  

a d e q u a t e l y  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  t h e y  t o o k  a w a y  f r o m  h e r ,  a n d  s h e  w a n t s  a  

t h i r d  p a r t y  t o  a d o p t  t h e  a n i m a l s  o u t .

A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  i s  r e a d y  t o  s t a r t  a d o p t i n g  o u t  t h e  h e a l t h i e r  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  w i l l  k e e p  

a  w a i t i n g  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  s t i l l  r e c o v e r i n g .

C o n t a c t  A s h t o n  G o o d e l l  a t  a g o o d e l l @ k t u u . c o m

mailto:agoodell@ktuu.com
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Troopers arrested Rich for 50 counts of cruelty to animals and remanded him to to the Mat-Su Pretrial Facility. He 
was arraigned Tuesday morning on the Class A misdemeanors, and a judge entered a plea of not guilty.
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Rich is held on $5,000 bail. If he posts bail, he cannot own dogs.

Rich told troopers he lost his job in October and was having a tough time supporting the dogs for his breeding 
operation.

Mat-Su Borough Animal Care & Regulation Manager Richard Stockdale said Animal Care removed the dogs from 
Rich because of the lack of care. There were 157 of his dogs at the shelter Tuesday morning.

150 dogs seized from breeder's home
January 11, 2011 J by Jackie Bartz and Channel 2 News staff

MONTANA CREEK, Alaska
— Animal care staff in the
Mat-Su Valley worked 0 -j
through the night Monday to
remove more than 150 dogs
from a breeder's home. ...:___________

Alaska State Troopers arrived | C o n t e n t  b lo c k e d  b v  *1 
Monday evening at the
Montana Creek home of 53-year-old Frank Rich of Willow, near Mile 92 of the 
Parks Highway, to investigate a report of animal neglect.

Troopers say when they arrived at the house on Kashwitna Drive, there was no 
food or water for the dogs. There were about 150 dogs on the property.

About 30 of the dogs are puppies. Some are just a few weeks old.

Ads by Google Advertisement

Jackie Bartz/KTUU.com

exposure, starvation and dehydration.

Troopers say nearly all the dogs were malnourished and dehydrated. The 
animals were shivering and eating snow and their own feces. An additional 22 
dogs that had already died were found on the properly, apparently dead from 

They say there could be more dead dogs on the property.
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Offic ia l site o f VPI, Am erica 's Trusted 
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following this 
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"It is huge, I mean right now we are at full capacity, you see we're closed today just so we can process them through,"
*...... "...  ' s w u w a u ia .1’ ".....................            -.... ........ - .......................... .................. .
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He said most of the dogs were huskies. "Most animals are emaciated and dehydrated," Stockdale said.

î i%r donations of money and the dogs' current brand of food, Hills Science Diet 
Advanced Fitness. The shelter needs the specific brand of dog food, money, zip ties, tarps, outside kennels, blankets 
and metal food bowls to help with the influx of dogs.

Supplies to help out can be dropped off at the Willow Fire Statoin and the Anchorage Animal Shelter.

Officials are also asking the public to come in and adopt other dogs — not the dogs removed from Rich's house — to 
alleviate pressure on the facility and let workers treat the incoming dogs. The facility is offering a discount on 
adopting the dogs that were already there.

Officials say Rich's dogs will not be up for adoption any time soon — it depends on the outcome of the trial, or if Rich 
signs over control.
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Representative Bob Lynn 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Lynn:

On behalf of the Alaska Peace Officers Association (APOA), I would like 
to thank you for would like to thank you for introducing HB 179 an act 
relating to cruelty to animals and making failure to care for five or more 
animals in a single continuous episode a class C felony.

The APOA Executive Board’s Legislative Committee recently reviewed 
this proposed legislation and decided to unanimously support this bill.

We thank you for addressing this issue. Please contact the APOA office 
in Anchorage at 277-0515 if there is anything cur organization can do to 
assist in the passage of this bill.

Sincerely,

JoKri Lucking. Jr. 
State President

PO  Sox 240106 
A n ch o ra g e  A K  9 9 5 2 4

r9 0 7 277 0515  
f 907 272 5355
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