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Mission
To provide military forces to accom plish military 

missions in the state  or around the world; provide 

homeland security and defense; em erg en cy  

resp on se ; veteran s services; and youth military

style training and education.
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Core Services
• D efend an d  P r o te c t  A la sk a  an d  th e  United  

S t a t e s

• D is a s te r  P r e p a r e d n e s s /R e s p o n s e  an d  Initial 
R e c o v e r y

• Youth Intervention

• O u tre a c h  to V e te ra n s  an d  Military F am ilies
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Priorities
• E m e r g e n c y  F o o d  S u p p ly

• V e t e r a n s  S e r v i c e s  E x p a n s i o n

• A l a s k a  A e r o s p a c e  C o r p o r a t io n
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Capacity and Results
Alaska National Guard had 79 saves in Alaska, and 25 saves in Afghanistan (calendar year)

5 state declared disasters, 3 o f which were also federally declared

AMYA graduated 137 cadets in February and 168 cadets (most ever) in August. Total graduated 
calendar year 2011 is 305. Our goal is 144 per class.

Processed 14,360 veteran claims for disability, pension, and death indemnity compensation

Returned directly to those veterans $43.7 million (end of state fiscal year)

Veterans registration increased at VA by 5000 last year

Almost 30,000 now registered with the VA (end of federal fiscal year)

-  VA says 77,025 veterans live in Alaska
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C h a lle n g e s  a n d  P re s s in g  Is s u e s

• E m e r g e n c y  P r e p a r e d n e s s

• A M Y A  F u n d in g  F o r m u la

• A l a s k a  A e r o s p a c e  C o r p o r a t io n
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Questions
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*50 CASH 
B A C K *

TOYOTOMI3 B e s t Quality 
j _B sst Selection 
J 13es t Technical 

Support 
j i ie a i  Distribution

(Alaska owned & operated)

Oil Miser 23
Hydronic 
heat or 
hot water

*40 CASH 
BACK* Oil Mi t e r

*For more information 
or the name of your nearest dealer, call

907-278-7441
1-800-770-7330

Helping Alaskans Save Energy 

www.rural-energy.com
RURAL ENERGY ENTERPRISES, INC

V e t s  A n s w e r R i n gv  v  i w  n  i i v j  v v w  i ■ m  i v j

It’s non-electronic, non-traceable, inexpensive, and
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-The Vets AnswerRing offers OEF/OIF Vets and 
their families a  completely private way to j ind support and help 
for problems common during the 
transition bac k  into civilian life.

-You can  enter any of 117,000 
different problem scenar ios.  
What’s  more? Every problem 
c o m e s  with a  solution.

-The Vets AnswerRing directs 
users  to various resources,  
both military and NGO, to deal 
with the i s sue s  they’ve identified. yGontacyihc Vets AnswerRing Project 

PH: 3^7-7,46^171 cmb@tHeAnswerRing.com 
www.CombatVeteransHelp.com

/els AnswerRings are avail^^fonihdividual purchase at Amazon. com
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Main photo:
P a v e  H a w k s .  A pair of Alaska Air National Guard 210th 
Rescue Squadron HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters train over Alaska 
in February. Photo: Master Sergeant Sean Mitchell, Alaska Air National Guard

Bottom Photos (left to right):
G u a r d ia n  A n g e ls .  Major Jesse Peterson, left, and 
Technical Sergeant Chris Uriarte, both of the 212th Rescue 
Squadron, Alaska Air National Guard, conduct tactical training in 
the mountains of Afghanistan in April to keep their skills sharp.
Photo: Staff Sergeant Bill Cenna, Alaska Air National Guard

D a n g e r o u s  I c e .  Large ice chunks are lifted over the banks 
of the Kuskokwim River in Crooked Creek. The ice chucks, propelled 
by fast moving flood waters, can push homes off foundations, crush 
vehicles and bury swaths of land under massive ice. Once flood 
waters drop, the ice remains and prevents access to damaged 
areas. Photo: John Madden, DHS&EM

G r a d u a t e s .  Alaska Military Youth Academy cadets stand at attention during their graduation ceremony held 
at the Dena’ina Center in Anchorage in August. Photo: Second Lieutenant Bernie Kale, DMVA Public Affairs

S o ld ie r s .  Alaska Army National Guard Soldiers with B Company, 1-143rd Infantry (Airborne) Regiment march 
towards a C-130 on Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in November prior to their departure for a yearlong deploy­
ment in support of operations in Afghanistan. Photo: Staff Sergeant Karima Turner, DMVA Public Affairs
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S o c ia l  M e d ia . Keep up to date with the Department of Military & Veterans Affairs on the go.
Visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AKNationalGuard, 
follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/AKNationalGuard and watch 
us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/NationalGuardAlaska.Scan the QR code above to head straight to our YouTube page and view the Department of Military & Veterans Affairs 2011 Year in Review.

Defense, Departments of the Army and the Air Force, Alaska National 
Guard, State of Alaska or AQP Publishing, Inc., of the products or 
services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation, or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user, or patron.

Distribution: The DMVA Annual Report is distributed free of charge 
for Office of the Governor, the Alaska Legislature, members of the 
United States Congress, senior State and Federal government and 
military leaders, interested citizens, current employees, military 
members, veterans, and their families. It is available free of charge, via 
mail and distribution, through each division within the department. It is 
also available free from our Web site: http://dmva.alaska.gov.

HOW TO REACH US:

The DMVA Annual Report 
Alaska Department of Military & Veterans Affairs 

Office of Public Affairs 
PO Box 5800, Camp Denali 

Ft. Richardson, Alaska 99505-0800 
(907)428-6031 / Fax 428-6035

Ready to Serve 
This document was printed at no cost to the State of Alaska.
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G o v e rn o r  S e a n  P a rn e ll
C o m m a n d e r in  C hief

i A F

S e r v i c e  t o  O u r  S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n

T h e  D ep artm en t o f  M ilitary a n d  V eterans A ffairs ep itom ized  
selfless serv ice to  A laskans a n d  A m ericans in  2011. W h eth er it was 
he lp in g  fellow  A laskans p rep are  fo r a n d  recover from  n a tu ra l 
d isasters o r deploying overseas to  defend  freedom , th e  DM VA cam e 
to  the  a id  o f m any  o th e rs  th ro u g h o u t th is p a s t year.

T h e  resp o n se  to  th e  B ering  Sea sto rm  in late  2011 p roved  th a t 
A laskans w o rk  well to g e th e r execu tin g  th e  s ta te ’s em ergency 
re sp o n se  p lans. A lthough the  D ivision  o f H o m elan d  S ecurity  & 
E m ergency  M an ag em en t he lp ed  co m m u n itie s  tak e  p ro tective  
m easu res to  red u ce  th e  d estru c tio n  fro m  th e  sto rm , m ore  th an  35 
co m m u n itie s  re p o rte d  m ajo r d am ag e. S ta te  D isaste r D eclarations 
activated  the  S ta te ’s Public a n d  Individual A ssistance  p ro g ram s 
a n d  enab led  th e  s ta te  to  p rov ide g ra n t fu n d in g  to  individuals and  
fam ilies fo r d am ag es to  th e ir h o m es a n d  p ro p erty , as w ell as to  
help  resto re  public  facilities to  th e ir p re -d isa s te r  co n d ition . Local, 
s ta te  a n d  federal agencies c o n tin u e  to  w o rk  to g e th e r to  assist 
th ese  com m u n itie s  in  g e tting  b ack  to  full o p e ra tio n s  as quickly 
as possible.

I a m  p ro u d  to  rep o rt th a t the  FY 2013 b u d g e t re leased  on 
D ec. 15, 2011, p rioritizes sta te  d isaster an d  em ergency preparedness. 
I have in c lu d ed  b u d g e t p ro p o sa ls  th a t will fu n d  em erg en cy  food  
supplies to  be  securely  s to red  fo r d isasters th ro u g h o u t th e  sta te , as 
well as em ergency pow er and  w ater purification  to  help com m unities 
p rep are  a n d  prov ide critical em ergency  services.

W e highly value o u r service m em bers; Alaska G uard sm en  rem ain 
a critica l co m p o n e n t to  p ro tec tin g  freedom  overseas. T h e  A laska 
N a tio n a l G u a rd  co m ple ted  several successfu l dep lo y m en ts in  2011 
to  Iraq , A fg han istan  an d  in su p p o rt o f  th e  N o rth  A tlantic  T reaty 
O rg a n iza tio n ’s e fforts d u rin g  the  L ibyan civil w ar. O n  b eh a lf o f 
all A laskans, w e are  extrem ely g ra tefu l fo r y o u r selfless service 
an d  sacrifice.

As we sh o w  o u r  su p p o rt for o u r  c u rre n t h o m eto w n  w arrio rs , 
w e rem em b er to  h o n o r  th o se  w h o  served  in  th e  past. I ap p rec ia te  
th e  w o rk  o f  all th o se  in th e  A laska O ffice  o f  V eterans A ffairs, as 
they  c o n tin u e  to p rov ide  im proved  services a n d  benefits  fo r ou r 
ve te rans. T h e  s ta te  VA office reach ed  a  s ign ifican t m ilestone  in 

2 0 1 1 , as they  ach ieved  th e  goal o f  
recogn izing  all living A laska T erritorial 
G u a rd  m em b ers w ith  h o n o rab le  
d ischarge  certifica tes . Last year, they 
also began providing ATG veterans w ho 
have passed  aw ay w ith  full m ilitary  
h o n o rs  if they  d id  n o t receive it 
previously.

T h e  fu tu re  o f  th e  m ilitary  in A laska 
rem ains s tro n g . I recen tly  sig n ed  
A dm inistra tive  O rd e r  260 , ex tend ing  
the  A laska M ilitary  Force A dvocacy 
and  S tru c tu re  Team. T his team  provides 
reco m m en d a tio n s on  ho w  to  best 
re ta in  a n d  bu ild  on  th e  s ta te ’s c u rre n t 
m ilitary  fo rce  capability . Y our co m m is­
sio n er a n d  ad ju ta n t genera l, M ajor 
G enera l T h o m as H . K a tkus, is a 
m em b er o f  th is e ig h t-p e rso n  team , 
w hich will c o n tin u e  to  e n su re  th a t 
A laska plays a  vital ro le  in d e fen d in g  
o u r  n a tio n . Several no tab le  p ro jec ts 
have em erged  from  th e  te a m ’s re co m ­
m en d a tio n s , in c lud ing  fu n d in g  fo r the  
T anana  R iver B ridge a n d  th e  K odiak  
L au n ch  C om plex.

To all th e  m en  a n d  w o m en  o f  the  
DMVA, th an k  you fo r y o u r co n tin u ed  
investm ent in o u r  co m m u n itie s  an d  
your o u ts tan d in g  service  to  o u r  sta te  
an d  n a tio n . W e are  safe a n d  free 
b ecau se  o f th e  w o rk  you do .

2011 DMVA ANNUAL REPORT

M o v in g  D ay . Governor Sean Parnell speaks at the ceremony welcoming the Alaska Air National Guard's 176th Wing to Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson in February. The 176th Wing moved from its home on Kulis Air National Guard Base to Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson as a result of a decision in 2005 by the Base Realignment and Closure commission.
Photo: Major Guy Hayes, DMVA Public Affairs
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T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a
M a jo r  G e n e ra l  T h o m a s  H .'fC a tk u s
A d ju tan t G enera l, A laska N a tional G u a rd
& C om m issioner, A laska D e p a rtm en t o f  M ilitary & V eterans A ffairs

E x e c u t i n g  E v e r y  M i s s i o n
T h e  A laska D e p a rtm en t o f  M ilitary an d  

V eterans A ffairs h ad  a  p h en o m en al 2 0 1 1 , 
c o n tin u in g  a trad itio n  o f excellence in  
assisting  c itizens in  o u r  state , w hile dep lo y ­
ing  overseas in  su p p o rt o f  o u r n a tion .

M em b ers o f  o u r  D ivision  o f  H o m elan d  
S ecurity  &  E m ergency  M an ag em en t w ere  
q u ick  to  react, leading efforts to  execute the  
s ta te ’s em ergency response  p lans to  su p p o rt 
th e  resid en ts  o f  w este rn  A laska d u rin g  th e  
N o vem ber B ering  Sea s to rm  a n d  in 
C rooked  C reek  afte r ice an d  w a te r  ru sh ed  
over th e  b a n k s  o f the  K uskokw im  River 
d u rin g  sp rin g  b reak u p .

T h e ir  p ro fessio n alism  an d  ability to  
synchronize  efforts w ith  private, local, state, 
a n d  federa l ag en c ies w ere  key to  assisting  
the  a ffec ted  c itizens, a n d  their p lan n in g  
e n su red  th a t co m m u n itie s  w ere  safe and  
secure . It w as a co o p era tiv e  e ffo rt th a t 
he lp ed  save lives.

Your citizen  So ld iers an d  A irm en o f  the  
A laska N a tio n a l G u a rd  a lso  h a d  a n o th e r  
extrem ely  b u sy  year p ro tec tin g  A laskans 
h ere  a t h o m e  a n d  overseas.

W e w elco m ed  h o m e m o re  th a n  70 
A laska A rm y N atio n a l G u a rd sm en  a fte r 
they logged  4 ,0 0 0  h o u rs  flying o u r n a tio n ’s 
to p  lead ersh ip  assig n ed  in Iraq . T hey led 
th e  charge , su p p o rtin g  every task in g , w hile 
never canceling  a m ission  d u rin g  their 
yearlong  dep loym ent.

In 2 0 1 1 , th e  A laska A rm y N ational 
G u a rd  en h an ced  o u r capabilities to  su p p o rt 
ou r federal an d  state m issions by com pleting 
a  new  s ta te -o f-th e -a rt facility in  Bethel an d  
fielding n ew  vehicles a n d  eq u ip m en t to  
su p p o rt em erg en cy  resp o n se . T h e  A laska 
A rm y N atio n a l G u a rd  no w  ow ns the  
yo u n g est fleet o f tru ck s  in  the  en tire  A rm y 
N atio n a l G u a rd  an d  are  a t  the  fo refro n t to 
re sp o n d  to  o u r  federal a n d  sta te  m issions.

T h e  A laska A ir N a tio n a l G u a rd  w as a t 
the  forefront, deploying five C -1 3 0  H ercules 
a irc raft, a n d  125 G u a rd  m em b ers to  
A fgh an istan  th is su m m er to  a ird ro p  food, 
fuel, w a ter, am m u n itio n  a n d  o th e r critical 
supplies to  Soldiers du rin g  night operations. 
T hese  m issions red u ced  th e  req u irem en t to  
drive d an g ero u s  convoys an d  w ere  critical 
to  supporting  o u r fellow A m erican  Soldiers.

T h e  N a tiona l G u a rd  is also  a  critical 
c o m p o n en t in su p p o rtin g  federa l m issions 
in A laska. Every day, G u a rd sm en  p erfo rm  
m issile w a rn in g  a n d  space  surveillance a t 
C lear A ir Force S ta tion , a n  a ir sovereignty  
m ission  in  su p p o rt o f  th e  A laskan R egional 
A ir O p e ra tio n s C en te r  on  Joint Base 
E lm endorf-R ichardson  an d  M issile D efense 
a t Fort G reely.

T he A laska M ilitary  Y outh A cadem y 
con tinues to  g rad u ate  n ea r record  num bers , 
averag ing  m ore th a n  140 cad e ts  p e r  class, 
to ta ling  3 ,5 0 0  g ra d u a tes  in  17 years o f  
o p era tio n . T h e re ’s a  re aso n  th e  AMYA is 
co n sid ered  one  o f  th e  b est p ro g ram s in the 
n a tion  p ro d u c in g  g rad u ates w ith the values, 
skills, education  and  self-discipline necessary 
to  succeed  as adu lts.

O u r  V eterans A ffairs office is eng ag ed  
w ith  o u r  v e te ran  co m m unity , a ssisting  th e  
m any  challenges o u r  7 7 ,0 0 0  v e terans face 
here  in Alaska. T hey con tinue  to  w o rk  hard, 
he lp ing  to fill th e  gaps betw een  federal and  
sta te  benefits , a n  e ffo rt n o ted  by Secretary  
o f  V eterans A ffairs E ric  S h insek i as a  b est 
p rac tice  w h en  h e  v isited A laska th is fall.

T h ere  a re  new  challenges ahead , b u t 
we will co n tinue  to p rep are  for deploym ents 
in su p p o rt o f federal m issions w hile m a in ­
ta in in g  o u r ability to  re sp o n d  to  n a tu ra l 
d isaste rs  a n d  civilian em ergencies here  
in A laska.

T h e  nearly  4 ,5 0 0  m em b ers o f  th e  
D e p a rtm en t o f  M ilitary & V eterans A ffairs 
s tand  ready to  execute every m ission asked  of 
th em  an d  will co n tin u e  to  b e  ready  in 2012.

A d ju ta n t  G e n e r a l .  Major General Thomas H. Katkus, adjutant general of the Alaska National Guard and commis­
sioner of the Department of Military & Veterans Affairs, speaks to employers, veterans and their spouses at the kick-off the 
2011 Alaska Veterans and Military Spouses Job Fair held at the University Center in Anchorage in November. The event 
included more than 120 employers from across Alaska. Photo: Major Guy Hayes, DMVA Public Affairs
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DMVA. . .  5 1 ) th e  Numb ers

DMVA SFY2011 State Operating & Capital 
Actual Expenditures

$9,384,700

$1,284,800.
$127,700

$74,431,316
$13,522
$31,351,451

Total: $116,593,489

■  General Funds

■  Federal Receipts

□  CIP Payroll

□  State Interagency Receipts

Designated Program Receipts

Vet Memorial Fund

Army Guard Funding in Alaska -  FFY11

$3,417,750

Personnel

Operations & Maintenance

□  AK Military Youth Academy
$44,836,081

$23,565,023

Total: $71,818,854

Air Guard Funding in Alaska -  FFY11

$620,300
$4,814,700.

$91,448,400

Total: $246,547,905 $149,664,505

■  Personnel

■  Operations & Maintenance

□  Cooperative Agreement

□  BRAC
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D e p a r tm e n t  o f  M ilita ry  &  V e te ra n s  A f fa ir s

C o m m iss io n e r / 
A d ju ta n t G en e ra l

U n ite d  S ta te s  
P ro p e rty  &  F iscal O ffice

T h e  U S P F O  rep o rts  to  th e  D irec to r o f  
th e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  B ureau.

A laska A ero sp ace  
C o rp o ra tio n

'k  T h e  C om m iss io n er m ain ta in s a  seat on  
the  B oard  of D irec to rs .T h e  DM VA provides 

adm in istra tive  oversight.

D e p u ty
C o m m iss io n e r

H o m e la n d
S ecu rity

&
E m erg en cy

M a n a g e m e n t

A laska
M ilitary
Y outh

A cadem y

A d m in is tra tiv e  
S erv ices

V eterans
A ffairs

A laska S ta te  
D efen se  F o rce

A laska N aval 
M ilitia

O ffice  o f 
Facilities 

M a in te n a n c e
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V e t e r a n s
I m p r o v i n g  S e r v i c e s  a n d  B e n e f i t s

T his is yet a n o th e r  exciting  y ear for the 
O ffice o f  V eterans A ffairs. W e co n tin u ed  
o u r efforts in aw ard ing  d ischarges to  Alaska 
T erritorial G u a rd  ve terans, e n h an ced  o u r 
V eteran  Service O fficer co rps, hit all the  
challenges h ead  on  w ith  changes to  th e  Post 
9-11 G I Bill, a n d  traveled  all across A laska 
help ing  ve terans. T h e  O ffice  o f V eterans 
Affairs w as able to  m ee t an d  exceed  all the  
2011 goals w hile  p rov id ing  ste llar su p p o rt 
to  the  s ta te ’s 7 7 ,0 2 5  ve te ran s a n d  8 9 ,0 0 0  
fam ily m em bers. O u r  p rim e  m issio n  is to  
develop and  susta in  com prehensive statew ide 
veterans advocacy p rogram s; we com pleted  
th is y ear’s m ission  o n  a  very h igh  no te.

A la sk a  Territoria l G uard
T he Alaska Territorial G uard  R ecognition 

P ro g ram  passed  a m ajo r m ilestone  in  2011. 
W e finally have reco g n ized  all living ATG 
m em b ers w ith  an  h o n o rab le  d isch arg e  for 
th e ir service. W e a re  n o w  m oving  in to  
the  next ph ase  o f  th e  p ro g ram , w h ich  is to 
en su re  th a t every ATG v e te ran  h as a 
d ischarge  d o c u m e n t o n  file in  the  N a tio n a l 
A rchives. T his new  p ro g ram  will tak e  som e 
tim e, an d  w e will be  w ork ing  closely w ith the  
N a tio n a l A rchives to  en su re  th a t all reco rd s 
are  fully com pleted . W h at m akes th is  new  
phase o f  the ATG p ro g ram  u n iq u e  is th a t we 
will rep resen t p ast ATG m em bers w ithout 
living family m em bers. W e p lan  to  have all 
4 ,4 0 0  rem ain ing  ATG d ischarges com ple ted  
by D ecem b er 2 0 1 2 . T his schedu le  will 
ensure  th a t fu tu re  g enera tions have access to  
th is h o n o rab le  serv ice  an d  th a t the  reco rd s 
a n d  acco m p lish m en ts will forever be  on  file 
in o u r  n a tio n ’s archives.

Veteran Service  O fficer  
G ra n t M a n a g em en t

V eteran  Service O fficers a re  a n o th e r 
success sto ry  for th e  O ffice o f  V eterans 
A ffairs. In  o rd e r to  give th e  b est serv ice to  
o u r  veterans, w e p rov ide  14 V S O s across 
th e  sta te . T hey prov ide  services to  ve te ran s 
free o f charge. T he V S O s rep resen t ve terans 
a n d  th e ir fam ilies w hile p ro cess in g  claims 
to  the  governm ent fo r benefits earn ed  while 
on  active d u ty  o r in  th e  G u ard . W e curren tly  
have the  follow ing V SO  o rg an iza tio n s 
certified  th ro u g h  th e  U .S . D e p a rtm en t o f 
V eterans Affairs: V eterans o f Fore ign  W ars, 
A m erican  Legion, T h e  M ilitary O rd er o f the 
P urp le  H e a rt  a n d  th e  D isabled A m erican 
Veterans. We have ad d ed  one  m o re  o rgan i-

H o n o r in g  A la s k a  T e r r i to r ia l  G u a rd  
V e te r a n s .  Verdie Bowen, director of state Veterans 
Affairs office, and Major General Thomas H. Katkus, 
adjutant general of the Alaska National Guard, join Alaska 
Territorial Guard veterans Harold Bahr, Holger Jorgensen 
and Earl Wineck in front of the newly unveiled ATG statue 
in front of the Alaska Veterans Museum in downtown 
Anchorage on Veterans Day 2011. Photo: Jeff Slaikeu. DMVA

zation  to  o u r ve te ran s service o fficer ranks, 
th e  V ietnam  V eterans o f  A m erica. T hey  are 
p lacing  o n e  service officer a t th e  University 
of A laska Fairbanks a n d  one  service  officer 
a t UA S o u th eas t. T h e  M ilitary O rd e r o f the  
Purp le  H e a rt will loca te  a  service officer 
a t UA A n ch o rag e . T h is will go  a  long  w ay 
to w ard  filling th e  shortfa ll we have in 
su p p o rtin g  o u r veterans w hile they  a tten d  
school.

In 2 0 1 1 , o u r  service officers w ere 
very successfu l in  a ssisting  o u r  ve te ran s by 
re tu rn in g  $ 4 3 .7  m illion in  p a s t paym en ts 
ow ed  to  ve te ran s w hile filing m o re  than
14.000  new  claim s. T his $ 1 0  m illion 
increase  in fu n d s is d irectly  a ttrib u tab le  to  
o u r  V ie tnam  W ar v e te ran s receiv ing  b ack  
pay  fo r p resu m p tiv e  illness d u e  to  A gent 
O ran g e  exposure. T he con tin u ed  success o f 
this p ro g ram  is also m easu red  th ro u g h  sta te  
v e terans receiv ing a n n u a l co m p en sa tio n  
a n d  p en sio n  p aym en ts. T h is year, th e  U .S . 
D e p a rtm en t o f  V eterans A ffairs sen t m ore  
th an  $ 144 m illion to  ve te ran s a n d  their 
families w ho reside in A laska. Also, V eterans 
Affairs a n d  o u r  V SO  sta ff a ssisted  v e terans 
to  receive m edical care  a t  o u r five federal 
VA clinics. W e cu rren tly  have m o re  th an
2 9 .0 0 0  v e te ran s en ro lled  in th e  VA m edical

program , an d  ou t o f  the 2 9 ,000 , the federal 
VA trea ts  1 6 ,3 3 6  p a tien ts  annually  w ith  a 
m an ag ed  care  co st o f $ 129 m illion. W e still 
have a  long  w ay to  go to  have all o u r eligible 
ve te ran s trea ted  a t th e  federal VA, b u t w hat 
has o c cu rre d  so  fa r fo r o u r  ve te ran s is 
o u tstan d in g .

The A la sk a  S ta te  
Approving  A gency

T his h as b een  a  very challeng ing  a n d  
stressful year fo r o u r  sole sta te  approv ing  
officer, M ercedes A n germ an . A gain, w e 
have seen  a h u g e  ch an g e  in th e  S ta te  
A pproving A gency  p ro g ram .

In  FY 2010, A laska h ad  an  average  o f 
6 3 7  s tu d en ts  p e r m o n th  a tten d in g  h ig h er 
ed u ca tio n  p ro g ram s in th e  sta te . We 
expected  th is n u m b er to  increase  to  m o re  
than  900  in FY 2011 because of the expansion 
o f education  benefits to  th e  trades p rogram s 
an d  th e  estab lish m en t o f  th e  Post 9-11 G I 
Bill. By the  en d  o f  F Y 2 0 1 1; how ever, there  
w ere  m o re  th an  7 ,0 0 0  v e te ran s a n d  family 
m em bers enrolled  p e r m o n th  in  Alaska. This 
is the  largest increase  in  v e te ran -u tilized  
ed u ca tio n  benefits  since  th e  en d  o f  W orld 
W ar II. T he bill p rov ides educational 
o p p o rtu n itie s  to  o u r  ve te ran s a n d  th e ir 
fam ilies w hile a d d in g  federa l do lla rs to  the 
h ig h er ed u ca tio n  system .

T h e  to ta l VA expend itu res in  the  s ta te  o f 
A laska fo r G I Bill a n d  vocational reh ab ilita ­
tion  is $13  m illion. B ecause o f new  changes 
in the  G I Bill, w e have g ra d u a ted  o u t o f 
this p ro g ram . W h at has o ccu rred  is th a t the 
VA has m oved  to  a u to m a tic  approvals o f  all 
acc red ited  public  a n d  private  n o t-fo r-p ro fit 
p o st-seco n d ary  sc h o o ls /p ro g ram s, all 
reg is te red  FAA Part 141 p ro g ram s an d  all 
U .S . D e p a rtm en t o f  L abor reg is te red  
ap p ren ticesh ip  p ro g ram s. W e will co n tin u e  
to  su p p o rt o u r  v e te rans w ith  th e  ad d itio n  
o f th ree  new  serv ice  officers lo ca ted  o n  o u r 
cam puses, an d  w ith  th e  n u m b er o f v e te rans 
an d  d ep en d en ts  a tten d in g  h igher educa tion , 
th is will p rov ide  critica l serv ices w here  they 
are  ed uca ted .

O ther S ig n ifica n t  
A ccom p lish m en ts

L ast year, w e ad d ed  a p ro g ram  to  th e  
N a tional G u a rd  h o n o rs  p ro g ram . T his p ro ­
g ram  prov ides full m ilitary  h o n o rs  to  A TG  
vete ran s w ho p a sse d  aw ay years ago an d
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did  n o t receive th is h o n o r. As o f today , this 
team  h as p e rfo rm ed  158 m ilitary  h o n o rs. 
W hen  p e rfo rm in g  th e  h o n o rs  cerem o n y  for 
ATG veterans, th e  team  p resen ts the  families 
w ith  a  U n ited  S ta tes flag, an  A laska sta te  
flag a n d  an  A laska T erritorial G u a rd  Service 
M edal. T h is p rov ides h o n o r  an d  re sp ec t fo r 
th e  A TG  vete ran s a n d  he lp s bu ild  a  b ridge  
be tw een  o u r  ch ild ren  a n d  the  past.

T his year, th e  O ffice o f  V eterans A ffairs 
has in tro d u c ed  a n ew  co in  to  be  p resen ted  
to  all v e te ran s in th e  s ta te  o f A laska. T his 
co in  w as p re sen te d  a t th e  th ird  an n u al 
V eterans S u m m it a n d  to  ve te ran s a t the  
A laska S ta te  Fair. It has b een  well received 
by all rec ip ien ts  a n d  has p roved  to  be a 
g reat w ay  to  h o n o r  th o se  w h o  served  o u r 
n a tio n  a n d  state .

T h e  tw o S ta n d  D ow ns in the  s ta te  this 
y ear w ere  o u ts tan d in g . O n e  w as a c c o m ­
p lished  in  Fairbanks a n d  o n e  in A nchorage. 
W e w ere  able to  m ee t a n d  speak  w ith  m ore  
th an  8 0 0  v e terans. O u r ve te ran s w ere 
p rov ided  w ith  m edical a n d  job  p lacem en t 
a ssis tan ce  an d  in tro d u c ed  to  several social 
p ro g ram s. At a  S tan d  D ow n, w e are  able to 
fa s t- tra ck  v e te ran s’ req u ests  for assistance  
a n d  social security .

As p a r t  o f  a  jo in t o u treach , the  O ffice 
o f  V eterans A ffairs p a r tn e re d  w ith  the 
U .S . D e p a rtm en t o f  V eterans A ffairs an d  
sp o n so red  a ru ra l o u trea ch  trip  fo r the 
S ecre ta ry  o f V eterans A ffairs E ric Shinseki. 
W ith  th e  assis tan ce  o f  th e  A laska A rm y 
N atio n a l G u a rd , w e w ere able to  fly the  
secretary  to  Bethel and  Kwigillingok, Alaska. 
W e w ere  able to  sh o w  th e  secre tary  the  
issues A laska h as in p roviding quality  health  
care  to  o u r  rem o te  v e te ran s . Also, he  w as 
able to  p e rsonally  experience  th e  challenges 
o f  g e ttin g  o u r ve terans to  la rger p o p u la tio n  
cen ters . T h e  visit en d ed  w ith  a to w n  hall 
m ee tin g  facilitated  by U .S . S e n a to r Lisa 
M urkow sk i a n d  U .S . S en a to r M ark  Begich.

T h e  sta te  o f  A laska V eterans C em etery  
has m oved  off ho ld  in to  th e  a rea  o f  p o ss i­
bility. W e have se lec ted  100 acres o ff G old  
M ine Trail R oad  ju s t o u ts id e  o f Fa irbanks. 
W e received a le tte r  fro m  th e  federal U .S . 
D e p a rtm en t o f  V eterans A ffairs notifying us 
th a t w e  w ere  ap p ro v ed  fo r federal fu nd ing  
in FY 2012; th is approval h as m oved  the 
p ro g ram  in to  h igh  gear. W e are  req u ired  to  
have by July 15 several co m p le ted  d o c u ­
m en ts, a  developm en t p lan  an d  the  final bid 
in  o rd e r to  receive th e  $ 6 .5  m illion. T his is 
a very exciting  tim e, a n d  w e will so o n  see a 
4 0 -y e ar d re am  co m p le ted  fo r ve te ran s an d  
o u r  sta te .

W e have e n te red  in to  several p a r tn e r ­
ships w ith  the  VA an d  th is has p roved  very 
fru itfu l fo r o u r  A laska v e te ran s . T his p a s t 
su m m er, w e su p p o rte d  th e  VA’s Tribal

V eterans R epresen tative  p ro g ram  to  tra in  
local ve terans w h o  reside  in rem o te  villages 
across th e  s ta te . W e in co rp o ra te d  this p ro ­
g ram  in to  th e  V S O  g ra n ts  to  a ssist in the  
valida tion  o f  th is v o lu n tee r force. N o w  the 
VA is on  tra c k  to  tra in  100 m o re  TV Rs 
in 2012 .

V eterans A ffairs’ seco n d  p a rtn e rsh ip  
w as in th e  a rea  o f  rem o te  health  care. We 
p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  VA’s 13 th  w o rk in g  g ro u p  
in  se ttin g  policy an d  trea tm e n t p ro g ram s 
fo r ru ra l A laska v e te ran s . T h e  policies 
cu rren tly  u n d e r review  a re  p aym en ts fo r 
ru ra l health  care  a t o u r village clinics. U sing 
h ea lth  care  w here  a v e te ran  lives will save 
lives and  a g rea t deal o f  travel funds.

Next, w e have p a rtn e red  to  end  ve teran  
ho m elessness in A laska th ro u g h  th e  VA 
Flom eless V eterans in n eed  p ro g ram . T his 
p ro g ram  has he lp ed  u s to  leverage federal 
fu n d s to  b rin g  m ore  U .S . D ep artm en t 
H o u s in g  a n d  U rb an  D ev elo p m en t/
V eterans A ffairs S u p p ortive  H o u s in g  
vouchers to  Alaska an d  have m ore veterans 
in  hom es a n d  off th e  streets.

Last, w e co m p le ted  a  M em o ran d u m  o f 
U n d e rs tan d in g  be tw een  the  VA a n d  the  
Alaska D ep artm en t o f  C orrections. T his will 
allow  any incarce ra ted  ve terans to  receive a 
disability  physical before  release. T his will 
he lp  ve terans tw o w ays: first, if the  v e te ran  
has tim e to  serve, th en  th e  fam ily co u ld  be 
eligible fo r a  p o rtio n  o f  the  disability 
paym ent; second , it will provide funds an d

V e te r a n s .  Alaskan veterans attend the Veterans and 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the Alaska National Guard 
armory on Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in November.
Photo: Senior Airman Cynthia Spalding, U.S. Air Force

m edical a ssistan ce  to  a ve te ran  w ith in  30  
days o f  release.

T his rep o rt c loses o n  a very h igh  n o te  
fo r o u r ve terans. It w as n o t th a t long  ago 
o u r  federal v e te ran s benefits failed a m ajo r 
in sp ec to r g en era l in spection . T hey w ere  
ra te d  last in  th e  n a tio n  on  disability  claim s 
p rocessing . T his he lp ed  us to  set u p  o u r 
first VA p a rtn e rsh ip . W e p u t in p lace  a 
stro n g  tra in in g  p ro g ram  th a t allow ed o u r 
service officers to  tra in  w ith  th e ir federal 
co u n te rp a rts . T h e  resu lt o f this p ro g ram  
m oved o u r  claim s p ro cess in g  to fo u rth  in 
the  na tion . T h e  success o f th is p ro g ram  
h as o p en ed  th e  d o o r  to  b rin g in g  several 
key VA leaders to  A laska an d  has indirectly  
im p ac ted  all o f  o u r  care  an d  benefits .

S a l u te .  Left to right: Lieutenant General Steve Hoog, Alaskan Command and 11th Air Force commander; Major General 
Raymond R Palumbo, U.S. Army Alaska commander; Major General Thomas H. Katkus, adjutant general of the Alaska 
National Guard, and Canadian Air Force Colonel Daniel S. Constable, Alaska NORAD Region deputy commander, salute 
during the Veterans and Remembrance Day ceremony in November at the Fort Richardson National Cemetery.
Photo: Senior Airman Cynthia Spalding, U.S. Air Force
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A l a s k a  A rm y  N atio n al G u a r d
T h ro u g h o u t the year, the  Alaska Arm y N ational G u ard  renew ed 

em p h asis on  individual read iness in o rd e r to  m ain tain  o u r  m ost 
valuable resource  o u r Soldiers. Sim ilarly, new  facilities and  be tte r 
eq u ip m en t m ade Alaska a m ore rew ard ing  p lace  to serve.

R ead iness
T h e  M edical D etach m en t focused  on m ain ta in in g  an d  im p ro v ­

ing the  m edical a n d  dental read iness for the A laska Arm y N ational 
G u a rd  and  e n su red  th a t deploying u n its  w ere m edically p rep ared .
T h e  unit prim arily  focused 011 co n d u c tin g  period ic  health  a sse ss­
m ents an d  d en ta l exam s, as well as physical exam s for flight and  
m ilitary schools. In addition  to o u r  m ission su p p o rt, we m aintained 
o u r  m edic and  den ta l skills via su s ta in m en t tra in in g  at Fort 
W ainw right, Alaska.

D u rin g  the  past year, the M edical D etachm en t also p rovided
M edical R eadiness su p p o rt to  rem ote  a reas o f  Alaska. T h ree  team s „  , ,1 1 , . M e d ic a l  S u p p o r t .  Lieutenant Colonel John Brad
traveled to Bethel, Fort G recly, Fairbanks and  ju n eau . A m ajo r Medical Detachment flight surgeon, examines Batbayar 5
acco m plishm en t for these  team s was en su rin g  th a t B C om pany . resident, during a medical civil assistance exercise as p;
t -1 4 3 rd  A irborne, m et all p re -d ep lo y m en t m edical requ irem en ts . August.Phoio SpecialistMichetieBrown. 134111 PutntcAttairsoetachrr

Facilities
A ribbon-cu lling  cerem ony for the new  Bethel Readiness C en te r 

to o k  p lace in N o vem ber 2 0 1 1. T h e  s ta te -o f- th e -a rt  facility will be 
a g rea t asset lor the S o ld iers and com m unity . It has plenty o f 
classroom  space a long  with a d istance learn ing  cen ter that will help 
increase  tra in in g  capab ilities for the un it.

In O cto b er, c o n stru c tio n  w as com pleted  011 a new  R egional 
T rain ing  Institu te  adm in istra tive  facility to rep lace  o n e  decim ated  
by lire. T h e  $ 1 .8  m illion facility is ad jacen t to  the M andregan  
B uilding on C am p  C arroll a llow ing in s tru c to rs  to  be close to the 
studen ts . T h e  facility design  com plies with the U .S . G reen  Building 
C ouncil L ead ersh ip  in Energy an d  E nvironm ental D esign Silver 
s ta n d a rd s  for energy  efficiency.

A vast a m o u n t o f  w ork  was com pleted  on  Bryant Army Airfield. 
Projects ranged  from  replacing roofs to increasing energy efficiency.

W e lc o m e  H o m e . Brigadier General J. Randy Banez. assistant adjutant general- 
Alaska Army National Guard, welcomes home Captain Todd Miller, commander, B Company. 
1-207lh Aviation. Alaska Army Nalional Guard, as Miller steps tool back in Alaska at the Ted 
Stevens Anchorage International Airport in July after a one-year deployment in support ol 
Operation New Dawn in Iraq. While in Iraq. Ihe unit's mission entailed transporting high- 
ranking dignitaries throughout Ihe theater ol operations via UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters. 
Photo: Kaloi Rupp. DMVA Public Allairs

M e d ic a l  S u p p o r t .  Lieutenant Colonel John Brady, Alaska Army National Guard 
Medical Detachment flight surgeon, examines Batbayar Sukhbat, an Ulaanbaatar. Mongolia, 
resident, during a medical civil assistance exercise as part ol Exercise Klraan Quest 2011 in 
August. Photo Specialist Michelle Brown. 131111 Public Allairs Detachment. Alaska Aimy Nalional Guard

w hich red u ces o u r  foo tp rin t 011 the en v iro n m en t an d  low ers utility 
costs. T he A ir Traffic C ontro l Tower is having a sizeable am o u n t o f 
w ork com pleted on it to bring it u p  to standards. T he w ork  conducted  
011 the a irfield  has resu lted  in the rem oval o f n u m ero u s  existing  
w aivers an d  has helped  the airfield  to  m eet rigo rous stan d ard s .

T h ro u g h o u t 201 I. o u r  environm ental section  w orked  diligently 
on  m any pro jec ts to  help  ou r en v iro n m en t includ ing  n u m ero u s 
D efense E nvironm ental R estoration Program  projects. Various sites 
th ro u g h o u t the s la te  have received rem ed ia tio n  o r a re  curren tly  
u n d erg o in g  rem ed ia tion , and 21 sites had  ch arac te riza tio n s 
com ple ted  d u rin g  the  su m m er o f  2 0 1 I .

E q u ip m en t
In a s tro n g  fo llow -up  to 2010. th e  AKARNG co n tin u ed  to 

receive huge  am o u n ts  o f  new  eq u ip m en t in 2 0 1 1, includ ing  m ore 
than  150 m edium - a n d  heavy -1 i ft tru ck s and trailers. As a  result, 
the  AKARNG now  has the youngest licet o f  tru ck s in the  en tire  
Arm y N ational G u a rd , w ith the o ldest tru ck  less than  four years 
old. I ligh w a ter an d  ro u g h  te rra in  carg o  vehicles w ith the  best 
technology available provide a hu g e  capability  for federal an d  sta te  
resp o n se  m issions.

O u r logistics p o stu re  co n tin u es to  thrive. W ith positive results 
from  201 I inspections, the D ep artm en t o f  the  Army accep ted  the 
AK ARNG nom ination  to com pete  a t the  national level in its Supply 
Excellence Award p ro g ram . T his is the first tim e in years th a t the 
AKARNG has co m p eted  for this p restig ious aw ard .

T he o n g o in g  eq u ip m en t m od ern iza tio n  o f  o u r un its  includes 
extensive tra in in g  o p p o rtu n ities , p lacing the AKARNG at the fo re ­
front o f tra in in g  w ith in  the U .S . Arm y.

4 9 tli M issile D efense B a tta lion
T he 4 9 lh  M issile D efense B attalion provides de fen se  against 

incom ing ballistic m issile th reats an d  co n tin u o u s site security  a t the 
Missile D efense  C om plex  at Fort G reely, Alaska.

In 2011. the  4Qlh Battalion p a rtic ip a ted  in several m ajor 
exercises. In April, G lobal L ightning 11 involved e lem en ts from  the 
S pace & Missile D efense C om m and  and  the 100th M issile D efense 
Brigade evaluating the 40th . G lobal D efender involved the  Battalion
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Fire D irection  C en te r c rew s an d  crosstra in in g  scenarios with Space 
a n d  M issile D efense C o m m an d , U .S . N o rth e rn  C o m m an d  an d  
U .S . S tra teg ic  C o m m an d  e lem ents. In O c to b er, the  batta lion  
participated  in G lobal T h u n d er 12 to exercise com m and and  control 
capabilities betw een the  batta lion  a n d  its su b o rd in a te  co m m ands. 
Additionally, the Fire D irection C en ter crew s successfully com pleted 
tw o O p era tio n a l R eadiness E valuations in w hich the 100th M issile 
D efense B rigade evaluated  the crew s on  specific tra in in g  scenarios 
an d  tactics.

T he S o ld iers o f  the  4 9 th  B attalion c o n tin u e  an  o u ts tan d in g  
trad ition  o f  co m m unity  o u treach . T h e  batta lion  o llicers established 
a m en to rsh ip  p ro g ram  with the  local high school. T h e  batta lion  
actively p a rtic ip a ted  in the  annual Relay lo r Life event by s p o n s o r­
ing a 4 9 th  B attalion team  that raised  m ore than  $ 2 ,0 0 0 . A batta lion  
team  a lso  p a rtic ip a ted  in the  an n u al D elta-G reely  School D istrict 
S o ccer T ou rn am en t fu n d ra iser, ra is in g  m ore  than  $ 2 ,0 0 0  for the 
high school so ccer team . A no th er team  played an an n u al benefit 
hockey gam e against the  D elta -G reely  H igh School hockey team , 
ra ising  m ore  th an  $ 6 0 0  in their last gam e.

A la ska  A rm y N a tio n a l G uard  A via tion
Alaska Arm y N ational G u a rd  aviation  units co n tin u ed  to 

d em o n s tra te  th e ir value to  th e  s ta te  and  n a tion  in 201 I.
C rew s from  the C -12 unit. D etach m en t 54, learned to fly a new  

a irc raft, the S u p e r K ing Air 500, an d  em barked  on  a one-y ear 
deploym ent to A fghanistan as part o f O peration  E nduring  Freedom . 
In a ch an g e  from  their norm al d u tie s  tran sp o rtin g  passengers 
a ro u n d  A laska, in A fghan istan , they helped collect vital intelligence 
as a part o f Task Force O d in .

In A ugust, B /! -2 0 7 lh  re tu rn e d  from  a y earlong  deploym ent 
to O p e ra tio n  N ew  D aw n in Iraq w here  they safely Hew m ore than
4 ,0 0 0  I d  1-60 ho u rs su p p o rtin g  the c o m m an d in g  general U .S. 
F o rces- Iraq. T heir m ission o f tran sp o rtin g  high priority passengers 
also involved flights for the S ecretary  ol D efense, ch airm an  ol the 
joint C hiefs o f  S ta ff  and  the vice p resid en t o f  th e  U nited S ta tes.

In A laska, U 11-60 and  C -2 3  crew s flew m ore  than  4 5 0  h o u rs  
for m edical an d  d en ta l su p p o rt to  m ore  th an  a do zen  in te rio r 
villages as pa rt o f  A rctic C are  201 I . Black I law k crew s o p e ra tin g  
ou t o f  Bethel p rov ided  logistical su p p o rt to Navy and  M arine  
en g in eers all su m m er as they w o rk ed  to re locate  the village ol 
N ew lok  to h igher an d  d rie r  g ro u n d  to be safe from  Hooding. 
S o ld iers in N om e an d  Bethel a lso  assisted  the C oast G u a rd  in 
m ain ta in ing  navigational beaco n s an d  m ark ers  a long  the  en tire  
west coast o f  Alaska.

P a r t n e r s h ip .  State Command Sergeant Major Gordon Choate, right. Alaska Army 
National Guard, shakes hands with Lieutenant General Ts. Byambajav, chiel ol general staff. 
Mongolian Armed Forces, prior to the closing ceremony of Exercise Khaan Quest 2011 held 
at Five Hills Training Area, near Ulaanbaatar. Mongolia, in August. Behind them. U.S. 
Ambassador to Mongolia Jonathan S. Addleton also greets the military representatives. 
Pholo: Specialist Michelle Brown, 134th Public Affairs Detachment Alaska Army National Guard

I r a q .  Left to right: Chief Warrant Officer Two Joshua Cormier, aviator with B Company.
1 -207th Aviation, Alaska Army National Guard, and Captain Todd Miller, company 
commander, perform flight checks on their UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter before a mission.
Photo: Sergeant T.J. Moller, U.S. Army

Finally, Bryanl Arm y Airfield to o k  a significant step  tow ard  
im jiroved service with the national level approval o f  an  airfield stall 
and  approval to reactivate  the con tro l tow er.

2 9 7 th  B a ttle fie ld  S u rve illa n ce  B rigade
D uring  2 0 1 I. S o ld iers from  the 2 9 7 th  Battlefield Surveillance 

B rigade, Alaska Arm y N ational G u a rd , tra in ed  in, deployed to or 
su p p o rted  o p e ra tio n s  in fo u r d ifferen t co u n trie s  - U ganda, 
A fghanistan , M ongolia, G erm an y  and  six sta tes -  Alaska, I lawaii, 
C alifornia, G eorg ia, Iowa and K ansas.

T h e  largest event was a- Full S p ec tru m  “ W arfigh ter” Exercise 
witli the 35 th  In fan try  Division a t Fori L eavenw orth , K an., in 
S ep tem b er 2 0 11. “O u r  p rio rity  focus w as to sh ap e  how  we utilize 
the  In telligence E n te rp rise  to  an sw er the  su p p o rted  c o m m a n d e r’s 
critical in fo rm ation  req u irem en ts ,” said  C olonel M ike T h o m p so n , 
2 9 7 th  Battlefield S urveillance B rigade co m m an d er.

Additionally, L ong R ange S urveillance C o m p an y  e lem ents 
tra in ed  w ith Special Forces at the  N ational T rain ing  C en te r. They 
tra in ed  in the S ierra  N evada M o u n ta in s w ith U .S . M arine  C o r|is  
sn ip e r in stru c to rs  at the M o un ta in  W arfare T rain ing  C en te r  in 
B ridgeport, Calif. T h e  N etw ork  S u p p o rt C o m pany  traveled to 
I law aii for a dom estic  o p e ra tio n s  exercise and  p lan n ed  for a s u p ­
port m ission in the I lo rn  o f  A frica with A FR IC O M  h ead q u a rte rs .

OVERSEAS DEPLOYMENT TR A IN IN G  

K haan  Q uest
AKARNG S old iers to o k  p a r t in a m ultinational peacekeeping  

exercise in M ongolia in A ugust. K haan Q u est 201 I included 
contingen ts from m ore than  20  nations in four m ajor facets ol 
U .N. m issions -  co m m an d  post exercise, m edical care , civil in fra ­
s tru c tu re  an d  p latoon  lane tra in ing .

M ore than  30 AKARNG officers an d  noncom m issioned  officers 
p a rtic ip a ted  in the  co m m an d  p o st exercise. A laskans constitu ted  
the core  o f  the m ultinational b rigade  s ta ff and a battalion  stall.
T he exercise tested  stall p ro ced u res, but m ore  im portan tly , 
S o ld iers gained  ex p o su re  to  m ultinational facets o f  o p e ra tio n s and 
the  civil a ssistan ce  asp ec t o f U .N . m issions that could  apply  at 
hom e o r ab ro ad .

Six M edical D etachm en t S o ld iers w ere  p a rt o f  a 6 0 -m em b er 
m edical team  o f U .S., M ongolian , K orean. Ind ian  and  C an ad ian  
A rm ed Forces that trea ted  nearly  5 ,0 0 0  p a tien ts  in an au ste re  
M ongolian  env ironm en t.
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JOINT OPERATIONS
S ta te  P artnersh ip  Program

T he A laska M ongolia  S ta te  P artn ersh ip  P rogram  c o n tin u es  to  
se t the  s ta n d a rd  for dep th  a n d  b read th  o f  en g ag em en ts  an d  is 
consisten tly  c ited  as one  o f  the  m o st successfu l p a rtn e rsh ip s  in the 
N ationa l G u a rd  Bureau.

Alaska units have participated  in m ultiple m ilitary and  civil 
exercises with M ongolia th ro u g h o u t the  last year. Activities included 
an Em ergency M anagem ent & Policy E xchange, the  Exercise Gobi 
W olf d isaster response, Arctic C are O bserver E xchange an d  a 
H azardous M aterials Exchange. A pproxim ately 50 Soldiers pa rtic i­
pated  in the  annual K haan Q uest overseas deploym ent exercise 
a t Five Hills T raining Area in M ongolia. T hese exchanges helped 
build capacity  w ithin each o f the  respective o rgan izations and  
fu rther s treng then  ou r m utual com m itm en t to  the  relationship.

It is w ith this com m itm ent and tru st that the  M ongolian M inister 
o f  D efense first req u ested  th a t an A rm y advisory  team  deploy to 
A fghan istan  w ith the M ongolian  E xpeditionary  Task Force in 
2 0 0 9 . To d a te  the  Arm y G u a rd  has dep loyed  10 officers a n d  n o n ­
com m issioned  officers to serve with the  M ongolians in A fghanistan. 
T his shared  experience and  im plicit tru s t has taken o u r rela tionsh ip  
to the  next level an d  solidified o u r  m utua l co m m itm en t to o u r 
affiliation.

Fiscal year 2 0 1 2  is go ing  to  be exciting , w ith n u m ero u s  
exchanges sch ed u led  th ro u g h o u t the  year, includ ing  sen io r leader 
visits to  M ongolia. In ad d itio n , the A laska N ational G u a rd  will 
h o st the  an n u al B ilateral C onsu ltative  C o n fe ren ce  w ith p a rtic ip a ­
tion from  the M ongolian  A rm ed Forces, Pacific C o m m an d , U .S. 
Arm y Pacific an d  the  O ffice o f th e  S ecretary  o f D efense.

T ra in in g . Alaska Army National Guardsmen from C Company, 1 -297th Reconnaissance 
and Surveillance, and the 297th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade train at the National 
Training Center, Calif., while assisting an active-duty unit preparing for a deployment.
Photo: Command Sergeant Major Clinton K. Brown II. 1-297th Cavalry. Alaska Army National Guard

Talism an Saber
T h irteen  So ld iers from  th e  4 9 th  T h ea te r G atew ay  p artic ip a ted  

in a m u ltinational exercise called T alism an S ab er d u rin g  su m m er 
2011 in A ustralia . T he u n it’s m ission  w as to  c o n d u c t recep tion  
op era tio n s for 3 ,0 0 0  U .S. M arines, Soldiers an d  A irm en w ho took 
pa rt in the  exercise. Receiving the troops, track ing  their m ovem ents 
and  rep o rtin g  their sta tu s  h o n ed  the  w artim e  skills o f the  49 th  
T h ea te r  G atew ay  in a challeng ing  en v ironm en t.

103rd C ivil Support Team
M em bers o f  the  103rd Civil S u p p o rt T eam -W eapons o f  M ass 

D estruction  provided assessm en t and  assistance  to  first responders , 
in d u stry  m em b ers and  th e  m ilitary in resp o n se  to  potentially  
h aza rd o u s m ateria l releases. T he 103rd C S T  also  p rov ided  in fo r­
m ation  and  assis tan ce  to  the A nch o rag e  Fire D ep artm en t a n d  FBI. 
while helping to p ro tec t residences o f a S o u th  A nchorage ap artm en t 
com plex in 20 1 1 .

Full Spectrum  Exercise
T w enty-seven G u a rd sm en  from  A and  B T roops, 1-29 7 th  

Cavalry (R econnoissance an d  Surveillance) p e rfo rm ed  as opposing  
force scou ts in su p p o rt o f  the  173rd A irborne B rigade C om bat 
T eam ’s Full S p ec tru m  Exercise in H ohenfels, G erm any . T h is Full 
S p ec tru m  Exercise w as the  first o f  its kind, com b in in g  high - 
in tensity  co m b at o p e ra tio n s w ith stability o p e ra tio n s as p a rt o f  the 
A rm y’s new  em phasis on conventional com bat.

W a r r io r s .  Alaska Army National Guardsmen fire the M-4 rifle during the Alaska National Guard's Best Warrior Competition held on Joint-Base Elmendorf Richardson In May.
Photo: Sergeant Edward Eagerlon, 134th Public Affairs Detachment, Alaska Army National Guard
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J o i n t  P a t r io t .  Alaska National Guard 103rd Civil Support Team members train during 
the Joint Patriot exercise held at Volk Field, Wis., in July. Joint Patriot was a national exercise 
that tested the Alaska Guardsmen’s ability to respond to various chemical, biological, 
nuclear and radiological threats. Photo: Second Lieutenant Bernie Kale. DMVA Public Affairs

T he team  w as a  vital p a rtic ip an t in the  Joint P atrio t exercise in 
W isconsin  by prov id ing  chem ical, biological, radio logical, and  
nu c lear explosive re sp o n se  team s, liaisons w ith civilian au tho rities, 
an d  co m m an d  and  co n tro l e lem ents.

T he team  also  p rov ided  su b jec t-m atte r experts for liaison and  
w o rk  w ith first re sp o n d ers  o f  th e  com m onw ealth  o f the  N o rth e rn  
M arianas Islands a n d  the  c o u n try  o f  M ongolia, p ro m o tin g  
c o o p era tio n  an d  im proved  em ergency  resp o n se  capabilities.

A la ska  C oun terdrug  Support Program
D espite  a  b u d g e t decrease  o f  $3 m illion, o u r D ru g  D em an d  

R eduction  section  tau g h t o u r nationally  acc red ited  12-w eek d ru g  
e d u c a tio n / positive life cho ice  cu rricu lu m  to  m ore  than  1,000 
m idd le  school s tu d e n ts  in 10 d ifferen t schools. O u r  D D R  section  
also  p rov ided  “G atew ay” d ru g  p resen ta tio n s to  m ore  th an  2 ,0 0 0  
e lem en tary  school s tu d e n ts  a n d  “Inside D o p e” p re sen ta tio n s  to  
m ore  th an  5 0 0  h igh school stu d en ts .

D D R  in s tru c to rs , u sing  o u r  “ E n co u n ter, E xperience, 
E n co u rag e” h igh ro p es challenge course , co n tin u ed  to  provide 
ad v en tu re -b ased  ed u ca tio n  an d  served m ore th an  2 0 0  participants 
represen ting  eight com m unity -based  organizations from  th ro u g h o u t 
the  sta te . T h is n o -c o st su m m er cam p  offered  a  saving to  these  
o rg an iza tio n s o f m ore  th an  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T he A laska C o u n te rd ru g  S u p p o rt P rogram  co n tin u ed  to 
provide su p p o rt to federal, sta te  and  local law enfo rcem en t agencies 
across A laska. T hese  agencies w ere su p p o rte d  by operationa l case

su p p o rt, crim inal analysis su p p o rt o r  both . In add ition  to  personnel 
em bedded  with these agencies, m any specialized co u n te rd ru g  assets 
a n d  resources w ere used  to  assist these  agencies in the  successfu l 
co m ple tion  of th e ir investigations. T he com bined  efforts o f th is 
su p p o rt re su lted  in the a rre s t o f  2 6 8  d ru g  o ffen d ers and  the 
se izure  o f m ore  th an  $5 m illion w orth  o f  con tro lled  substances 
an d  d ru g  p roceeds.

A long w ith d irec t case  su p p o rt an d  assisting  w ith d ru g  re la ted  
seizures, th e  C o u n te rd ru g  P rogram  also facilitated  and  sp o n so red  
tra in in g  to  m ore  th an  100 law  en fo rcem en t p rofessionals . T he 
tra in in g  in cluded  m an ag in g  an d  o p e ra tin g  n ine  d ifferen t tactical 
an d  firing ranges, providing tactical officers an d  role players du rin g  
a D ep artm en t o f Public Safety T rooper A cadem y an d  facilitating 
tra in in g  in o u r c lassroom . A dditional funds from  FY10 w ere used  
to  build  a new  sto rag e  a n d  c lassroom  facility. T h is new  facility will 
be equ ip p ed  w ith tables a n d  ch airs as well as w restling  m ats w hich 
will give o p p o rtu n ity  fo r bo th  law  en fo rcem en t an d  m ilitary un its  
to  c o n d u c t com batives o r  defensive tactics tra in ing .

Always an  active co m m u n ity  c o n trib u to r, C D S P  m em bers 
p a rtic ip a te  sem iannually  in O p e ra tio n  Take Back -  the  D ru g  
E n fo rcem en t A d m in is tra tio n ’s p ro g ram  prov id ing  a venue for 
th e  d ro p o ff  and  co llection  o f  u n w an ted  an d  u n u sed  p rescrip tio n  
d rugs.

L esser know n b u t vitally im p o rtan t a re  th e  C D S P ’s can ine  
p ro g ram , a d m in is tra tio n  o f the  jo in t su b stan ce  ab u se  policy, and  
the newly im plem ented prevention, trea tm en t an d  outreach program . 
Tok, a yellow lab rad o r tra in ed  in d ru g  de tec tio n , an d  his h an d le r 
prov ide a vital force m ultip lie r to  several agencies involved in d ru g  
in te rd ic tio n . T he jo in t su b s tan ce  ab u se  policy co o rd in a to r is 
responsib le  for im p lem en tatio n  an d  ad m in istra tio n  o f  the  N ational 
G u a rd  sub stan ce  abuse  tes tin g  an d  p reven tion  policy. A n ew com er 
to C D S P  is the p reven tion , trea tm e n t an d  o u treach  program  
c o o rd in a to r. W hile still in the  early  stages o f  im p lem en tation , the 
p ro g ra m ’s p u rp o se  is to  prov ide preven tion  tra in in g , o u treach  to 
m ilitary  fam ilies a n d  trea tm e n t reso u rces to  m ilitary  m em b ers in 
an effort to  increase  m ilitary d iscip line, individual p e rfo rm an ce  
a n d  co m b at read iness.

Since th e  incep tion  o f  the  A laska N ational G u a rd  C o u n te rd ru g  
S u p p o rt P ro g ram , A laska G u ard sm en  have b ecom e a critical 
c o m p o n en t in su p p o rtin g  law  en fo rcem en t a n d  co m m u n ity -b ased  
o rg an iza tio n s across th e  s ta te  in co m bating  d ru g  offenders an d  
ed u ca tin g  A laskan you th  ab o u t th e  harm fu l effects o f  d rugs.
T h is p rogram  has show n th a t jo in t operations w ithin the Alaska 
N ational G u a rd  can m ake a sign ifican t im pact on developing 
coalitions a n d  p a rtn e rsh ip s  as well as bu ild ing  re la tionsh ips in 
A laska com m unities.

C hapla in
T he C haplain  C o rp s o f  th e  A laska N ational G u a rd  has been a 

v ibrant force in providing spiritual care and su p p o rt for ou r Soldiers, 
A irm en a n d  their fam ilies. S tro n g  B onds is o n e  o f  o u r  p rem ier 
p rogram s, w hich has been very p o p u la r fo r several years, and 
201 1 was n o  excep tion . T h is year w e held five events for couples, 
h o stin g  a to ta l o f  1 30 couples; th ree  family tra in in g  events th a t 
d rew  in 180 people from  45 fam ilies; an d  45 people  cam e to  o u r 
tw o singles venues. O u r trad itiona l an d  fu ll-tim e chap lains from  
the Arm y a n d  Air N ational G u a rd  fo rces have rem ained  busy 
m in iste ring  to  o u r  serv ice m em bers an d  th e ir loved ones in every 
reg ion  o f A laska. A dditionally , w e have s tren g th en ed  o u r ties w ith 
o u r  active du ty  c o u n te rp a r ts  w hich has helped  m ake 2011 one  o f 
the  m ost dynam ic  years in te rm s o f relig ious su p p o rt for all o f  o u r 
peop le  as w e co n tin u e  to  help  everyone m eet th e  challenges o f  life 
a n d  their m issions in the  G u ard .
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Alaska Air 
National Guard
S u p p o r t i n g  A l a s k a  o n  t h e  H o m e  f r o n t

a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  O v e r s e a s
T h e  m ission  o f  the  A laska Air N a tional 

G u a rd  is to  recru it, tra in , equ ip  an d  m ain ­
ta in  A m erica’s finest A irm en. Tasked w ith 
th is vital m ission , w e su p p o rt w orldw ide 
con tin g en cy  o p era tio n s , s ta te  o f 
A laska em ergency  op era tio n s , 
daily h o m elan d  security  and 
defense  m issions, an d

—

F in a l  P a s s .  C-130s, HC-130s and HH-60 Pave Hawks 
from the 176th Wing of the Alaska Air National Guard make 
one final pass over Kulis Air National Guard Base in 
February. Photo: Major Guy Hayes, DMVA Public Affairs

prov ide rescue  
forces on  co n tinua l 

alert to  p ro tec t life and 
p ro p e rty  fo r th e  c itizens 

o f A laska.
A laska A ir N a tional 

G u a rd sm en  answ er th e  call to  
defend no t only Alaska, b u t the  U nited 

S ta tes  in th e  G lobal W ar o n  T errorism , 
w hile su p p o rtin g  h u m an ita rian  a n d  goo d  

will m issions a ro u n d  th e  w orld .

M ission  Success
In  2011, Alaska Air N ational G uardsm en  

serving th ro u g h o u t A laska m et th a t m ission 
by ex ecu ting  an  extrem ely  h ig h  opera tio n a l 
tem po  a n d  deploym ent pace for yet an o th e r 
year -  th is w hile com ple ting  a  com plete  
b ase  realig n m en t, m oving  th e  en tire  176 th

W ing  from  Kulis A ir N a tio n a l G u a rd  Base 
to  Joint B ase E lm en d o rf-R ich ard so n .

T he A laska A ir N ational G u a rd  also  saw  
a g rea t deal o f  ch an g e  in its sen io r le a d e r­
sh ip  in 2 0 1 1 , en su rin g  th a t th e  m ission  
a n d  en d  goals o f th e  o rg an iza tio n  co n tin u e  
to  be  m et a n d  exceeded , a n d  th a t the  
m ission  co n tin u es to  m ove fo rw ard . Two 
new  w ing com m anders w ere appoin ted , and 
C olonel C arlisle L incoln  w as a p p o in ted  as 
th e  Joint Forces H ead q u arte rs  ch ief o f staff.

T h e  A laska A ir N a tio n a l G u a rd ’s 21 3 th  
S pace  W arn ing  S q u a d ro n  ce leb ra ted  50  
y ears o f  in te rco n tin en ta l ballistic  m issile 
w arn in g  a t C lear A ir Force  S ta tio n , n e a r 
A n d erso n , A laska, in A ugust. N early  100 
full-tim e G uardsm en , assigned  to  the 21 3 th  
S pace  W arn ing  S q u ad ro n , p e rfo rm ed  daily 
m issile w arn in g  a n d  sp ace  surveillance 
trac k in g  m o re  th an  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  space  objects.

B o o m  O p e r a t io n s .  Master Sergeant John 
Dunhaime, an in-flight refueling technician with the 168th 
Air Refueling Wing, Alaska Air National Guard, controls the 
boom while an F-16C Falcon with the 18th Aggressor 
Sguadron, Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, receives fuel 
during the Northern Edge Premier Joint Training in June. 
Photo: Lakisha Croley, U.S. Air Force

E y e  E x a m . Colonel Ron Kichura, an optometrist and 
commander of the Alaska Air National Guard's 176th 
Medical Group, performs an inner ocular pressure test on 
Hayneville, Ala., Mayor Helenore Bell in May. Thirty-five 
members of the Alaska Air National Guard deployed to 
Hayneville for training as part of the National Guard's 
Innovative Readiness Program. Photo: Captain John Callahan, 176th 
Wing Public Affairs, Alaska Air National Guard

H o m e  L a n d in g .  An Alaska Air National Guard crew chief assists a 210th Rescue Squadron HH-60 Pave Hawk heli­
copter after landing at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in February. The U.S. Air Force C-17 behind the HH-60 is also flown 
by the Alaska National Guard in a joint relationship with the active duty Air Force. Photo: Major Guy Hayes, DMVA Public Affairs
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T h ey  also  co o rd in a ted  $ 2 2 0  m illion  in 
federal fu n d in g  to  en h an ce  c u rre n t ra d ar 
capabilities an d  m odern ize  the system  w ithin 
th e  global n e tw o rk  fo r th e  n ex t 2 0  years.

T h e  16 8 th  A ir R efueling  W ing , hom e 
to  th e  K C -1 3 5  S tra to ta n k e r a n d  b a se d  in 
in te rio r A laska a t E ie lson  Air Force  Base, 
h a d  a successfu l year flying m o re  th an  
4 ,0 9 0  m ish ap -free  h o u rs  w hile delivering 
m o re  th a n  17.5 m illion  p o u n d s  o f  fuel in 
m o re  th an  4 6 2  m issions.

T h e  168th  A ir R efueling  W ing  c o n ­
tin u es  its close w o rk in g  re la tionsh ip  w ith  
th e  active duty. N early all o f its “cu sto m ers” 
a re  ac tiv e-d u ty  a irc raft, m any  o f  th em  on  
o p e ra tio n a l m issions. T his sp rin g  w as no  
excep tion , as th e  16 8 th  A ir R efueling W ing  
su p p o rte d  NA TO O p era tio n  U nified 
P ro te c to r d u rin g  the  L ibyan civil w ar, o ff­
lo ad in g  a n  average  o f  3 3 2 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f 
fuel p e r day  to  co alition  forces.

T h e  16 8 th  also  dep loyed  m o re  th an  30 
168th  S ecu rity  Forces m em b ers to  I raq  in 
su p p o rt o f  O p eratio n  N ew  D aw n to  provide 
security  n ear B aghdad In ternational A irport, 
he lp ing  to  e n d  th e  A m erican  p resence  
in  Iraq .

A pproxim ately  150 A laska A ir N a tio n a l 
G u a rd sm en  assigned  to  th e  176th  Air 
C o n tro l S q u a d ro n  p e rfo rm ed  a daily air

sovereign ty  m ission  in su p p o rt o f  the  
A laskan R egional A ir O p e ra tio n s C en te r on 
Jo in t Base E lm en d o rf-R ich ard so n . C rea ted  
to  d e fend  ag a in st po ten tia l b o m b er a ttacks 
from  n o w -fo rm er C old  W ar foes, th e  Air 
C o n tro l S q u ad ro n , today, keeps tab s no t 
only on  con tin u ed  prob ing  by th e  R ussians, 
it a lso  iden tifies a n d  d irec ts  re sp o n se  to 
in cu rs io n s o f  o th e r  u n k n o w n  a irc raft in to  
A laska a irspace. In  2 0 1 1 , th e  A ir C o n tro l 
S q u a d ro n  w as cred ited  w ith  13 in te rcep ts  
a n d  24  a irc raft opera tio n s .

T he 176th Air C ontro l S q u ad ro n  m ain ­
tains the  h ighest N O R A D  m ission readiness 
s ta tu s  a n d  is con tinually  reco g n ized  fo r its 
ou tstand ing  perform ance. In  February  2011, 
th e  176 th  A ir C o n tro l S q u a d ro n  received a 
ra tin g  o f  “M ission  R eady ,” the  h ig h est 
ra tin g  available. AJso n o tew o rth y  in  20 1 1 , 
th e  17 6 th  ACS p a rtic ip a ted  in  an  exercise 
called  V igilant E agle. Two o f  its m em b ers 
w ere  dep loyed  to  R ussia  fo r th is u n iq u e  
Jo in t-N O R A D  exercise.

In M ay, 35  m em b ers o f  th e  176 th  
M edical S q u a d ro n  dep loyed  to H ayneville, 
A la., to  h o s t a free  m edical clinic fo r a rea  
resid en ts . T h e  g ro u p  dep loyed  as p a r t  o f  a 
jo in t-se rv ices m ission  o rg an ized  by the  
D e p a rtm en t o f D efense  Innovative 
R ead iness T rain ing p ro g ram .

In  ju s t  seven a n d  a h a lf  days, th e  team  
received valuable m edical a n d  an n u al tra in ­
ing  w hile assisting  nearly  1 ,000  c itizens in 
th e  com m unity .

T h e  h ighest profile  o f all A laska Air 
N a tional G u a rd  m issions rem ain s search  
a n d  rescue. T h e  176th W in g ’s rescu e  
co m p o n en ts  co n sis t o f th ree  sq u ad ro n s.

S S P A R S  R a d a r  C le a r  A ir S t a t i o n .
A Solid-State Phased Array Radar System radar In a 
protective dome stands 11 stories tall on Clear Air Force 
Station. The station’s primary duty is to provide an early 
warning of intercontinental ballistic missiles and 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles.
Photo: Courtesy of 213th Space Warning Squadron

ALASKA AIR NATIONAL GUARD

R e a d y  t o  S e r v e .  Alaska Air National Guardsmen walk across the flight line at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson before boarding a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III headed to 
Charleston, W. Va., to assist search and rescue efforts in response to Hurricane Irene. Photo: Major Guy Hayes, DMVA Public Affairs
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T h e  2 1 0 th  R escue  S q u a d ro n  flies six 
H H -6 0 G  Pave H aw k  helicop ters, highly 
m odified  search  an d  rescu e  v a rian ts o f  the  
w ell-know n B lack H aw k. T he 2 1 1th R escue 
S q u a d ro n  flies fo u r H C -1 3 0 s  specially 
eq u ip p ed  fo r aeria l refueling  a n d  search

a n d  rescu e  m issions. T h e  2 1 2 th  R escue 
S q u a d ro n  co m p rises  th e  fam ed  “G u ard ian  
A ngels,” elite  re scu ers  tra in ed  in co m b at 
m edic ine , m ark sm an sh ip , special tactics, 
m o u n ta in ee rin g , scu b a  diving an d  a w ide 
variety  o f  w ilderness survival skills.

A irb o rn e .  An Alaska Air National Guard airborne pararescueman looks back Into a Coast Guard Air Station, Kodiak- 
based HC-130 Hercules while three other pararescuemen, prepare to jump out the back of the plane during a joint rescue 
deployment exercise held north of Anchorage in June. Photo: Petty Officer 1st Class David Mosley, U.S. Coast Guard

Search  and  rescue m issions a re  co o rd i­
na ted  th rough  the  11 th  R escue 
C oord ination  C en te r, a  h ig h -tech  A ir 
G u a rd  facility on  Joint Base E lm endorf- 
R ichardson. Together, th e  A laska A ir 
N a tio n a l G u a rd  rescue  sq u ad ro n s w ere 
c red ited  w ith  saving 73 lives in A laska d u r ­
ing  a  to ta l o f  59  m issions ex ecu ted  an d  
161 so rties  flow n d u rin g  th e  first 10 
m o n th s  o f  2 0 1 1 . T h a t’s an  average o f 
a lm o st five m issions p e r m on th .

A pproxim ately  125 A laska G u a rd sm en  
from  th e  1 76 th  W in g ’s 144th  Airlift 
S q u ad ro n , 176 th  M ain ten an ce  S q u a d ro n  
a n d  17 6 th  A ircraft M ain ten an ce  S q u ad ro n  
w ere  dep loyed  to  B agram  Air Base, 
A fghan istan , fo r 90  days in  su p p o rt o f 
O p era tio n  E n d u rin g  Freedom . O p era tin g  
C -1 3 0  tactical airlift a irp lanes, th ese  m en  
a n d  w om en  su p p o rted  U .S . efforts th ro u g h ­
o u t th e  reg io n  w ith  in tra th ea te r  a irlift and  
a ird ro p s o f  m en , supplies a n d  eq u ip m en t. 
W ork ing  in au ste re  env ironm en ts , these  
A laska G u a rd sm en  he lped  save lives by 
delivering the  n ecessary  re so u rces and  
eq u ip m en t to  o u r  So ld iers on  th e  g ro u n d .

M em bers o f  th e  A laska N a tional G u ard  
again  su p p o rted  O p e ra tio n  A rctic  C are  
here  in  Alaska. T his year’s operation  m arked 
th e  17 th  year m edical team s have deployed 
to  rem ote  a reas o f A laska to  trea t general 
h ea lth  p a tien ts , in a d d itio n  to  p rov id ing  
d en ta l care, eye exam s a n d  ve te rin a ry  care.

In  2 0 1 1 , m o re  th an  3 0 0  go v ern m en t 
a n d  m ilitary  m edical professionals and  
specialists from  across the country  w ere a ir­
lifted by  A laska N ational G uard  U H -6 0  
Black H aw k helicopters, C -2 3  S h erp as and  
C -1 3 0  H ercu les a irc raft to  su p p o rt the  
m edical exercise.

O p e ra tio n  A rctic  C are  is sp o n so red  by 
th e  Innovative R eadiness T rain ing  p ro g ram  
u n d e r  th e  O ffice  o f  th e  A ssistan t S ecretary  
o f  D efen se  fo r R eserve A ffairs. T h e  A laska 
N a tio n a l G u a rd  will b e  th e  lead  agency  fo r 
A rctic  C are  2 0 1 2 .

A w ards a n d  R ecogn ition
A lthough  m any  m em bers o f  the  

A laska A ir N a tio n a l G u a rd  in  2011  have 
been  reco g n ized  fo r their ach ievem ents 
a n d  excellence in all th a t they  do , it is 
n o tew o rth y  th a t a t least tw o  m em b ers be 
especially  reco g n ized  in th is y e a r’s report.

S ta ff S e rg ean t Jim my Settle  received 
th e  P u rp le  H e a r t  fo r w o u n d s su s ta in ed  

o p e ra tio n s  in  A fg han istan  
in  N ovem ber 20 1 0 . Settle  w as on  a m ission  
to  recover six w o u n d ed  Sold iers w h en  he 
w as s tru c k  in  th e  h ead  by a 7 .62  m m  
ro u n d  frag m en t. In  o rd e r to  c o n tin u e  to 
su p p o rt the  operation , Settle  h a d  th e  ro u n d  
frag m en t s titch ed  in to  his fo reh ead  so he
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cou ld  re tu rn  to  du ty  a n d  su p p o rt his fellow 
serv icem en, la te r hav ing  th e  frag m en t 
rem oved .

C ap ta in  E rik  B oltm an, w ith  the  176 th  
Air C ontro l Squadron , received th e  A irm an’s 
M edal for his actions while off duty. A t great 
p e rso n a l risk, B oltm an saved th e  lives o f 
tw o  peop le  a fte r th e ir ligh t a irc raft c rash ed  
n e a r  M errill Field in A n ch o rag e . T he 
A irm an ’s M edal is th e  h ig h est aw ard  given 
to  a  m ilitary  m em b er d u rin g  peacetim e.

S u m m a ry
T h e  A laska A ir N a tional G u a rd  never 

m issed  a  b ea t w ith  its co m m itm en t to  th e  
s ta te  o f A laska, m a in ta in in g  a  2 4 -h o u r /7 -  
d a y s -a -w ee k /3 6 5 -d ay s-a -y e a r a lert in 
space, air refueling, a ir con tro l and  rescue 
m issions. All this w hile successfully co m ­
pleting  inspections, dep loym ents a n d  the  
176th  W in g ’s base  realignm ent m ove from  
Kulis to Joint Base E lm endorf-R ichardson .

S e c u r i t y  F o r c e s  in  B a g h d a d .  Members of 168th Security Forces stand together for a group photo in 
October at Sather Air Base in Camp Victory, Baghdad, Irag. More than 30 Guardsmen from the Alaska Air National 
Guard’s 168th Air Refueling Wing, based at Eielson Air Force Base, provided security near Baghdad International Airport.
Photo: Courtesy ol 168th Air Refueling Wing

T h u m b s  U p . Master Sergeant Mark Larroque, 
774th Expeditionary Airlilt Squadron C-130 Hercules air­
craft loadmaster at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, gives a 
thumbs up while loading a C-130 with supplies bound 
for a forward operating base in Oruzgan Province in 
June. Larroque is a member of the Alaska Air National 
Guard stationed at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson. 
Photo: Senior Airman Krista Rose, U.S. Air Force

R e s c u e  T r a in in g  E x e r c is e .  An Alaska Air National Guard HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter approaches the bow of 
the F/V Kittywake to lower a pararescueman to help the victims on board during a water training exercise in June. The train­
ing was documented by a camera crew from the Discovery Channel’s “Surviving the Cut” show.

“ PJioto: Second Lieutenant Bernie Kale,- DMVA Public Affairs
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E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t

I r I e I v I b I n I t I* *
Q R  C o d e :
Crooked Creek 
housing rebuild 
time-lapse 
video.

B lu ep rin t
Crooked Creek 
4 BR home 
floor plan. r
Blueprint:
Cold Climate Housing [ 
Research Center.

STRATEGIC EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

T h e  M obile  E m erg en cy  O p e ra t io n s  C e n te r  is n o w  u sed  rou tine ly  in 
inc id en ts  accessib le  by road , su ch  as th e  2011 E ast V o lkm ar an d  
H astin g s fires. T w o  a irc ra ft- tran sp o rta b le  T ype 4  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  
T ra ile rs  prov ide rem o te  ro b u st satellite  a n d  rad io  co m m u n ica tio n s 
capabilities. D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc es  F ire fig h te r  
C o m m u n ic a tio n s  T ec h n ic ian s  will dep loy  w ith  th e  tra ilers.

C o m m u n ic a tio n  B ack p ack s b rin g  em erg en cy  co m m u n ica tio n s 
capabilities to  rem o te  a reas. E q u ipped  w ith  V H F - a n d  ALM R- 
capab le  ra d io  a n d  lap top , satellite  In te rn e t a n d  satellite  V O iP  
p h o n e , b ack p ack s p o w ered  via b a tte rie s  o r  so lar panel. T h e  
A la sk a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  C a n d  D  D e tach m en ts  in  W este rn  
A la sk a  a n d  F a irb a n k s  will u tilize e ig h t b ack p ack s; tw o 
will rem ain  w ith th e  D ivision of H o m elan d  S ecu rity  and  
E m ergency  M anagem en t.

BUILDING A  R EADY ALASKA

T h e  R e sp o n d e r  R eady  p ro g ram  co n tin u es to  equ ip  
critical em ployees w ith  indiv idual a n d  fam ily p re p a re d ­
ness m ateria ls , w ith  R esp o n d e r R eady tra in in g  sta tew ide.
R eady  A la sk a  co m m u n ity  service a n n o u n ce m e n ts  fea tu rin g  
G o v e rn o r S ean  Parnell a n d  em erg en cy  m an ag ers  sta tew ide  a ired  
im m ediately  follow ing the (apan  e a r th q u a k e /tsu n a m i an d  again  
d u rin g  S ep tem b er - p ro c la im ed  A la sk a  P re p a re d n e s s  M o n th . 
T w o  sta tew ide  P re p a re d n e ss  C o n fe ren c es  fo cu sed  on A laska and  
na tio n a l even ts, w ith  re g io n a l T su n a m i, F a ll S ea  S to rm , F lood , 
C y b e rS ecu rity  an d  o th e r  w o rk sh o p s .

T h e  A n n u a l Y ou th  E x p lo re r 
C o n fe ren c e , in its th ird  year, 
invests in  A laska’s nex t 
g en era tio n  o f first re sp o n d e rs  
a n d  em erg en cy  m anagers .

E x p lo re r C o n fe re n c e  
(V aldez)
Explorer demonstrates skills at a 
weeklong DHS&EM-sponsored training 
for youth age 14-20 statewide. Photo:
Jeremy Zidek, DHS&EM

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  To Go. DHS&EM 
Operations Chief Bryan Fisher demonstrates new 
Communications Backpack.
Photo: Jeremy Zidek, DHS&EM

LJE

i

CREEK MOUSING MISSION STATISTICS

D A T S  TO PLAN, 
DESIGN, PROCURE 

$ TRANSPORT

“A long side th e  h o u ses an d  food  
an d  m oney, th e  b est th ing  

you b ro u g h t w as hope. 
H o p e  to  th is tiny village, 

h o p e  to  th e  fam ilies, 
an d  h o p e  to  m e .”

A liso n  Z a u k a r , A ge 14
Crooked Creek, September 2011

D A T S  FDR 
VOLUNTEERS TO 

BUILD h o m :

CUSTOMIZED 
R -i&O  INSULATED 

HOMES BUILT

CROOKED CREEK RESPONSE AND 
RECOVERY: ELEVATING 
PARTNERSHIPS TO A  NEW LEVEL

R IVERUJATCH $  R E S P O N S E  
A nnual R iverw atch  flood m o n ito rin g  b egan  
M ay 4, 2 0 1 1 . O n  M ay 9, 54  C ro o k ed  C reek  
resid en ts  evacu ated  to  D onlin  C reek  M ine. 
T h e  K uskokw im  R iverw atch team  assisted  
local officials a n d  assessed  co n d itions. 
R esidents re tu rn e d  M ay 13 to  tem p o ra ry  
shelters. T h irty -n in e  hom es (66% ) w ere  
d am ag ed  o r d estroyed . M ay 17, G o v ern o r 
Parnell d ec la red  a S ta te  D isaste r; how ever, 
th e  FEM A  Ind iv idual A ssistance p ro g ram  
w as n o t ap p ro v ed . T h e  S ta te  Indiv idual 
A ssistance p ro g ram , a lo n g  w ith a  g en ero u s  
d o n a tio n  from  S a m aritan ’s P u rse , fu n d ed  
n ine  ho m es in the  first s ta te -fu n d ed  

ho u sin g  m ission , co m ple ted  on  O ct. 7.

C r o o k e d  C r e e k  H o u s in g  M is s io n .
A pictorial timeline from response to recovery.
Photos, below: DHS&EM, Samaritan's Purse.
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BUILDING A
S B  TER ALASKA

S a v o o n g a  D i s a s t e r  
A s s i s t a n c e  C e n te r .
DHS&EM staff provide 
disaster assistance following 
a cold weather power outage that 
damaged homes in Savoonga. Photo: dhs&em

EARTHQUAKE/TSUNAMI PREPAREDNESS
R esponse  to  th ree  tsu n am i w arn in g s d e m o n s tra ted  the  
s tre n g th  o f  s ta te  a n d  local re sp o n se  tim es, decis io n -m ak in g  
a n d  evacuation  p lans. N in e  new  T su n a m i S ire n s  in seven 
co m m unities, th re e  E a rth q u a k e /T su n a m i ed u ca tio n a l 
o u treach  k io sk s, a n d  tw o  re g io n a l T su n a m i O p e ra tio n s  
W o rk sh o p s  in  U n a la sk a  a n d  S itk a . S ix m o n th s  follow ing its 
w o rk sh o p , U n a lask a  successfu lly  ev acu ated  its en tire  c o m m u ­
nity  w hen  w arn in g  s irens so u n d ed .

MITIGATING AGAINST FUTURE EVENTS
E m b an k m en t a rm o rin g  fo r th e  A la sk a  R a ilro a d  m in im izes 
fu tu re  flood dam ag e. Se ism ic  iso la tion  o f  tran sfo rm e rs  a t  th e  

B eluga P ow er P lan t, seism ic gas valves in  A n c h o rag e  
schools, se ism ic re tro fits  in K od iak , an d  bury ing  

o f  p o w er lines a lo n g  th e  W h itt ie r  tu n n e l enh an ce  
earth q u ak e  a n d  avalanche  ha rd in ess .

R E C O V E R Y : HOUSING MISSION

C ritical issues w ith n o  local housing :
* Provide in -p lace  em erg en cy  ho u sin g
* A ddress im m ed ia te  a n d  lo n g -te rm  h ousing
* R ecru it p a rtn e rsh ip s  a n d  re so u rces
* Identify  a n d  secu re  a lte rn a te  hom e sites
* R ebuild  ho m es tw o  feet above flood o f  reco rd
* D esign  c lim a te -ap p ro p ria te  h o u sin g  deliverable 

in th ree  m o n th s
* C o o rd in a te  m ateria l m an u fa c tu rin g  an d  

b arge, a irfre ig h t a n d  he lico p te r tra n sp o rt

CR ITIC AL P A R TN E R S
SA M ARITAN 'S P U R SE
Financial, logistic, staff, an d  v o lun teer su p p o rt
CHRISTIAN R E F O R M E D  WORLD RELIEF 
COMMITTEE (CRUJRC)
V olunteer su p p o rt

C O LD  CLIMATE HOUSING R E S E A R C H  CENTER
C lim a te -ap p ro p ria te , energy-effic ien t h o u se  design

U n a la s k a  E v a c u a te s .
Community evacuation following 
June 26 tsunami warning 
demonstrates Unalaska’s “Tsunami 
Ready” status. Photo: Jane Bye. UniSea

MILLION TO  
JURISDICTIONS  
F O R  L O C A L  
E M E R G E N C Y  
M A N A G EM EN T

CATASTROPHIC PLANNING
BUILDING ON OUR FOUNDATIONS

W ith  th e  5 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  1 9 6 4  E a r th q u a k e  less th an  th ree  
years aw ay, a n d  d is a s te r  p re p a re d n e s s  a key g o v e rn o r’s initiative, 
c a tas tro p h ic  p lan n in g  bu ilds o n  a  fo u n d a tio n  o f  indiv idual a n d  family 
p rep ared n ess  th a t includes th e  G o v e rn o r’s C ab ine t. Ju risd ic tions 
p a rtic ip a ted  in D F IS & E M -o ffered  E m erg en cy  O p e ra t io n s  C e n te r 
p o sitio n -sp ec ific  tra in in g  a n d  e lec ted  o ffic ia l w o rk sh o p s.

D H S & E M  revised  the  S ta te  E m erg en cy  O p e ra t io n s  P la n , a d d in g  a 
C a ta s tro p h ic  A nnex , a n d  c o n d u c ted  m o n th ly  in te rn a l s ta ff  a n d  ex ternal 
liaison tra in in g . D H S & E M  developed  T a sk  F o rces  in six m ajo r a rea s  to  
e n su re  adv an ce  prob lem -so lv ing , d ec is io n -m ak in g  an d  develop re la tio n ­
sh ips a m o n g  sub ject m a tte r  exp erts  c ritica l in  large  even ts. D H S & E M  
c o n tin u es  its C o n tin u ity  o f  O p e ra tio n s  p lan n in g  in ternally  a n d  in 
su p p o rt o f  o th e r  s ta te  agencies.
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A la s k a  M ilitary Y o u th  A c a d e m y
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Military Yoiif
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R u n n e r ’s  D e l ig h t .  Cadet Reanna Stauffer, cadet 
Soupharack Sisoukpanthong, team leader Leslie Wiemer and 
cadet Kyla Herndon participate in 2011 Alaska Run for 
Women in June. Photo: Courtesy AMYA

C o m m u n i ty  In v o lv e m e n t .  Cadet Venny Perez, with the Honor Guard, leads the Alaska Military Youth Academy 
2011-02 Corps during the Fourth ol July parade through downtown Anchorage. Photo: Roman Schara, AMYA

“To meet the life coping skills and educational needs of 16- to 18-year-old 
Alaskans who are at risk of not completing their secondary education and to provide 
them with the values, skills, education and self-discipline to succeed as adults.”

T h e  N atio n a l C h a lleM Je  p ro g ram , 
o p era ted  u n d e r the auspices o f the  N ational 
G u a rd , w as estab lished  as a  re su lt o f  th e  
in creas in g  h igh  school d ro p o u t ra te  and 
co n ce rn  ab o u t this as a n a tio n a l security  
issue. T h e  A laska M ilitary Y outh A cadem y, 
o n e  o f  the  o rig ina l 10 p ilo t p ro g ram s in 
1994, has g ro w n  a long  w ith  th e  n a tio n a l 
p ro g ram . T h ere  a re  no w  34  p ro g ram s 
na tionally  in  28  sta tes  a n d  th e  te rr ito ry  o f 
P u e rto  Rico. T h e  orig inal AMYA class 
g ra d u a ted  44  cade ts; the m o st recen t p ro ­
g ram  class (2 0 1 1 -2 ) g rad u a ted  168 cadets.

T h e  Y outh Challe/VGe p roven  m odel 
u ses a  quasi-m ilita ry , fu ll-tim e, tu itio n -free  
residen tia l env iro n m en t to  facilitate  e d u c a ­
tion  a n d  tra in ing  via in struction  in th e  eight 
co re  co m p o n e n ts  o f  the p ro g ram . T his 
s tru c tu re  allow s a geographically , racially, 
age a n d  g en d er diverse g ro u p  o f  cad e ts  to  
stren g th en  th e ir  social an d  acad em ic  skills 
w hile e n co u rag in g  b len d ed  em otional, 
physical a n d  acad em ic  g ro w th  d u rin g  th e

physically  d em an d in g  2 2 -w eek  residen tia l 
phase . T h e  full cycle is a  1 7 -an d -a -h a lf- 
m onth , tu ition-free p ro g ram  divided in to  tw o 
d istin c t segm ents; tw o an n u al residen tial 
phases (April-August an d  O ctober-February) 
a re  each  follow ed by a yearlong  n o n - 
residential phase. AMYA is physically located  
a t C am p  C arroll on  Joint Base E lm endorf- 
R ichardson , a n d  m ain ta in s tw o  satellite  
recruiting  offices, one a t the  D im ond  C enter 
in A nchorage an d  the  o th er a t th e  N ational 
G u a rd  A rm ory  in Fairbanks. A  recru itin g  
p resen ce  in  Ju neau  is a lso  envisioned.

T h e  residen tia l ph ase  o f  th e  p ro g ram  is 
a 2 2 -w eek  holistic  experience co n d u c ted  in 
residen tia l facilities, w ith  sep a ra te  q u a rte rs  
fo r m ale  an d  fem ale cad e ts . T h e  residen tia l 
p h ase  beg ins w ith  a  tw o -w eek  acc lim ation  
p e rio d  d u rin g  w hich  candidates are fu rther 
assessed to  determ ine th e ir  p o ten tia l for 
successfully com pleting  the  p ro g ram . W hile 
in  th e  acc lim ation  p e rio d , c an d id a te s  have 
a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  a d ju s t to  th e  physical,

P a in tb a l l .  A cadet from Class 2011-02 participates in 
Paintball Greenline training with National Guard recruiters. 
This is part of the adventure and confidence training that also 
includes training on the rappel tower and Jump tower, as well 
as snowshoeing and winter survival. Photo: Roman Schara, AMYA

K itc h e n  P a t r o l .  From left: Cadets Kenya Sumpter- 
Boyd, Jordan Lewis, Raelle Roderick and Mam Nhial, all from 
Class 2012-01, are on kitchen patrol duty, which entails serv­
ing meals, cleaning dishes and assisting staff with the overall 
cleanliness of the dining facility. Photo: Roman Schara, AMYA

Securing the State, Defending the Nation 2011 DMVA ANNUAL REPORT



% Ethnicity

- Native Alaskan/Indian 
Asian/Pac. Islander 

-j Black

-J Other 
li White

T r a d i t io n .  Fourth Platoon from Class 2011-02 follows the tradition of diving Into the mud pit following the obstacle 
course run. Photo: Roman Schara, AMYA

m en ta l an d  social discipline o f  th e  p rogram . 
Focus is on  team w ork, close o rd e r drill, 
co d e  o f  co n d u ct, lead ersh ip  an d  fo llow er­
ship , a n d  physical fitness tra in in g  w hile a 
to u g h  b u t  ca rin g  s ta ff p rov ides m edical 
service, support, d in ing  facilities, counseling 
a n d  in struction . T h e  cand idates w ho 
successfully  com p le te  th is p h ase  e a rn  the  
d is tinc tion  o f  b ecom ing  a cadet. M ore th an  
8 0  p e rce n t o f  c ad e ts  successfu lly  com ple te  
th is r ig o ro u s p ro g ram .

D u rin g  th e  rem ain in g  2 0  w eeks o f  th e  
residen tia l phase , daily  activities an d  
experiences such  as academ ics, vocational 
techn ica l ed u ca tio n  a n d  service to  the  
co m m u n ity  bu ild  th e  c ad e t’s job  skills a n d  
se lf-concep t.

A m ajor p a rt o f the  Challe/VG’e program , 
acad em ics p rep are  cad e ts  fo r th e  G enera l 
E d u ca tio n  D evelopm en t exam  given a t th e  
end  o f the  residential phase. C adets can  earn  
u p  to  seven cred its  to w ard  th e ir seco n d ary  
e d u ca tio n  a n d  th e  acad em ic  section  
(accredited w ith the N orthw est A ccreditation 
C om m ission ) can  aw ard  a  h igh  school 
d ip lom a if ap p ro p ria te . C adets also develop 
a  life p lan  th a t o u tlines th e ir  p lans d u rin g  
th e ir 1 2 -m o n th  po st-resid en tia l phase .

T h e  A cadem y h as developed  an  
ex p an d ed  v o cational techn ica l ed u ca tio n  
program  w ith such offerings as small engine 
repair, h o m e repairs, a n d  basic  p lum bing  
an d  so ldering . T h ese  an d  o th e r c lasses can

p rov ide  cadets w ith  th e  initial ideas, 
co n fid en ce  an d  skill se ts to  im m ediately  
m ove in to  th e  w o rk  force. T h e  A cadem y is 
ex p an d in g  th e ir o u treach  to  th e  business 
co m m u n ity  to  b e tte r u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t skill 
se ts will be  d esired  by s ta te  em ployers.

O n  w eekends, cade ts a re  a ffo rd ed  the  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  su p p o rt the  co m m u n ity  w ith  
co m m u n ity  serv ice activities a n d  engage  in  
o u td o o r  a n d  m ilitary-sty le even ts su c h  as 
rappelling , th e  obstacle  cou rse , pain tball 
a n d  p a rad e  pa rtic ip a tio n . M en to rs  a re  
m atch ed  w ith cadets m idw ay th ro u g h  the 
residen tia l phase . T h e  m en to rs  su p p o rt th e  
cad e ts  d u rin g  th e  rem a in d e r o f  the

residen tial ph ase  an d  help  th em  p rep are  to  
reen ter com m unity  life. M entors con tinue 
th e ir responsib ilities d u rin g  th e  en tire  12- 
m o n th  p o st-re sid en tia l phase .

T h e  1 2 -m o n th  p o st-re sid en tia l ph ase  
beg ins w h en  g ra d u a te s  re tu rn  to  th e ir 
co m m u n itie s  to  e n te r  th e  w orkp lace , c o n ­
tin u e  their ed u ca tio n  e ith e r in  h igh  school 
o r  h ig h er edu ca tio n , o r  en te r th e  m ilitary. 
G ratifying to  m entors and  staff, 100 percen t 
o f  th e  g ra d u a tes  o f 2 011-2  successfu lly  
p laced  in o n e  o f  these  categories. T h e  goal 
o f  th is p h a se  is fo r g ra d u a tes  to  su s ta in  
a n d  bu ild  o n  th e  gains m ad e  d u rin g  the  
residen tia l phase . In  ad d itio n , they m u st 
c o n tin u e  to  develop a n d  im plem en t th e ir  
life plans. T he m en to rs, m atch ed  w ith cadets 
d u rin g  th e  residen tial phase , play  a critica l 
ro le in e n su rin g  th e ir c o n tin u e d  success. 
T hey  help  yo u th  tran s itio n  from  the 
s tru c tu re d  en v iro n m en t o f  th e  residen tial 
p h ase  to  se lf-m an ag em en t. T h e  m en to rs  
a lso  su p p o rt a n d  gu ide  th e  cad e ts  th ro u g h  
im p lem en tatio n  o f  th e ir life p lans.

T h ro u g h o u t the course  o f  the  17 years o f 
op era tio n  since 1994, AMYA has g rad u a ted  
3 ,5 2 8  cad e ts  a n d  aw ard ed  2 ,3 6 1  high 
school d ip lom as o r G E D  certificates . T h e  
average class g ra d u a tio n  fo r th e  n a tio n a l 
p ro g ram  is approx im ate ly  100 s tu d en ts  
p e r class. E ach  class a t AMYA typically 
g ra d u a te s  an  average  o f  144 p a rtic ip an ts . 
T h e  w in ter class, 2012-1 , h a s  149 cad e ts  
in th e  C am p  C arro ll re siden tia l facility.
T h e  A cadem y’s proven track  reco rd  o f  
success d em o n s tra tes  the  co n tin u in g  
im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  g rea t w o rk  o f  a ssisting  
the  yo u th  o f A laska.

S h o c k  I n d o c t r in a t io n .  During the first morning of Class 2011-02, cadets wake early, drill, and learn the position 
of attention and the push up. Photo: Roman Schara. AMYA
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Nurturing
the Next Generation 
in Math & Science

E t h n i c i t y  o f  S t u d e n t s  P e r c e n t
C au casian  .......................................................... 45
N ative A m erican /A laska  N a t iv e ................. 15
A sian /Pacific  Is lan d er .................................... 14

E t h n i c i t y  o f  S t u d e n t s
M u lt ira c ia l/O th e r ................
H isp a n ic ...................................
A frican A m e r ic a n ................

N u m b er o f  S tu d e n ts  R egistering: 
1 ,184

E conom ically  D isad v an tag ed  S tu d en ts  Served

S T A R B A S E  Alaska

• H e ld  a w eek lo n g  ACE academ y focused  
on ST E M  careers  in aviation

• H e ld  a w eek lo n g  tech no logy  academ y 
fo cu sed  o n  3 -D  techno logy

• H e ld  tw o o ff-site  STARBASE classes for 
schools th a t c o u ld n ’t ra ise  tran sp o rta tio n  
fu n d s for o nsite  classes

• P a rtn ered  w ith fo u r 21 st C en tu ry  
C o m m u n ity  L ea rn in g  C en te r schools to  
o ffer a fte r-sch o o l c lasses tw ice a m o n th

• 1,170 teach e r h o u rs  a n d  1 ,520 
c h ap te ro n e  h o u rs  d u rin g  46  STARBASE 
sessions

D e p a rtm en t o f  D efen se  STARBASE, sp o n so red  locally by  the 
A laska A ir N a tio n a l G u a rd , is a  p a rtn e rsh ip  be tw een  th e  m ilitary, 
local schoo l system s a n d  com m unities.

D o D  STARBASE is a  p rem ier ed u ca tio n a l p ro g ram , sp o n so red  
by th e  O ffice o f  th e  A ssistan t S ecretary  o f  D efense  for Reserve 
A ffairs. STARBASE s tu d e n ts  m ake  co n n ec tio n s w ith  th e  “real 
w o rld ” a n d  p a rtic ip a te  in challeng ing  “h a n d s-o n , m in d -o n ” 
activities in S T E M  -  sc ience, technology , eng in eerin g  a n d  m ath .
S tu d en ts  also  lea rn  team w o rk  an d  are  exposed  to  A ir N ationa l 
G u a rd  m em b ers w h o  use  S T E M  in their jobs.

D o D  STARBASE A laska’s goal is to m otivate stu d en ts  to explore 
S T E M  op tions as they  c o n tin u e  th e ir  edu ca tio n , su p p o rtin g  a 
S T E M -aw are  an d  -capab le  w orkforce.

D o D  STARBASE is a w orld  leader in in tro d u c in g  th e  latest 
S T E M  co n cep ts : physics, inc lu d in g  N ew to n ’s Law s o f M otion , fluid 
m echan ics, a n d  aerodynam ics; chem istry  science, covering  th e  bu ild in g  b locks o f  m atte r, 
physical a n d  chem ical ch anges, a n d  a tm o sp h e ric  p ro p erties ; technology , fo cusing  on in n o v a ­
tio n s such  as nan o tech n o lo g y , a n d  nav igation  an d  m app ing ; en g in eerin g , in tro d u c in g  the 
eng in eerin g  desig n  p ro cess u sed  in the  E g g b ert rescue  a n d  3 -D  c o m p u te r a ided  design; 
m ath em atics, s tre ssin g  n u m b ers  a n d  n u m b er re la tionsh ips, m easu rem en t, g eo m etry  an d  da ta  
analysis; a n d  S T E M  careers , exposing  s tu d en ts  to  S T E M  careers o n  m ilitary  facilities, and  
w o rk in g  w ith  th e m  to  identify  th e ir lea rn in g  styles a n d  ca ree rs  th a t m ig h t be  o f  in te res t to 
them . T h e  p ro g ram  is rig o ro u s, relevant, an d  engages s tu d e n ts  in exciting  activities, giving a 
“w o w ” fac to r to  achieve m ax im um  learn ing .

D u rin g  th e  2011  schoo l year a n d  su m m er sessions, STARBASE A laska a t Jo in t Base 
E lm en d o rf-R ich ard so n  reach ed  alm ost 1 ,200  s tu d en ts  in  th e  A n ch o rag e  a n d  M a tan u sk a- 
S u sitn a  areas. T h is diverse g ro u p  o f  y oung  peo p le  in c luded  s tu d e n ts  from : g rad es 4 -8 ; m ore 
th an  2 0  public  a n d  private  schools; ab o u t ha lf o f  th e  A nch o rag e  S choo l D is tr ic t’s T itle I 
schools; th e  JB E R  Force S u p p o rt S q u a d ro n ’s E D G E  p ro g ram ; an d  2 1 s t C en tu ry  C o m m unity  
L earn ing  C en te r schools.

In  th e  su m m er m o n th s , w e offered  p ro g ram s fo cu sed  on  techno logy  a n d  u se  o f th e  3 -D  
CAD p ro g ram  a n d  sp ace  ex p lo ra tion . W e p a rtn e red  w ith  th e  Federal A viation A d m in is tra tio n  
to  offer a n  A viation C aree r E d u ca tio n  A cadem y. W e also c o n tin u ed  to  offer teach e r k its to 
reach  m o re  c lassroom s an d  su p p o rt the  M a tan u sk a -S u s itn a  S chool D istrict.

2011 Highlights:
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W e ’re invested in the  
s u c c e s s  of Alaska. 
B e c a u s e  w e live
here, too. ExxonMobil has been a 

committed partner since 
Alaska’s statehood. As such, 
our employees and their families
are active participants in the community, 
volunteering for such events as the United Way Day 
of Caring, Habitat for Humanity, Junior Achievement 
and the Citywide Cleanup. We hope our involvement 
in these programs will help improve the overall quality 
of life in the state of Alaska. Because after all, we live 
here, too.

exxonmobil.com
E ^ o n M o b i l

Taking on the world's toughest energy challenges."
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Until/ tvery ômwww.uso.org

http://www.uso.org
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