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d ev e lo p m en t o f e n v iro n m e n ta l e d u c a tio n  sh a ll be  b a s e d  o n  c o n s ti tu tio n a l 
p rin c ip le s .
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Representative Alan Dick
House District 6

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  
C S  HB 352(E D C ) -  R e s o u rc e  E d u c a t io n

“An Act relating to public school curriculum and textbook restrictions based on science, resource 
development, and sustained yield  principles.”

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

S e c t i o n  2 .  G e n e r a l  A u t h o r i t y

“ T he  le g is la tu r e  s h a l l  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  u t i l iz a t io n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  
c o n s e rv a t io n  o f  a l l  n a t u r a l  re s o u rc e s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  S ta te , in c lu d in g  
la n d  a n d  w a te rs ,  f o r  th e  m a x im u m  b e n e f it  o f  i ts  p e o p le ” .

Like m any other states, Alaska has educators who come from  various backgrounds who 
m ay be unfam iliar w ith A laska’s constitutional directives regarding State resources. The 
purpose of th is bill is to  clearly state  th a t the curriculum  in  local, public schools supports 
the in ten t of the  C onstitution. The bill also am ends the sta tu tes governing the 
U niversity of Alaska Board of Regents. CS HB 352 recognizes the  Board of Regents has 
a constitu tional responsibility regarding the U niversity and  in its role of regulating 
courses of instruction, should base a course of instruction for environm ental education 
on A laska’s constitu tional principles.

W hen building a curriculum  addressing environm ental and resource education, 
m aterials m ust give parity  to  the  viewpoint of use and  developm ent as well as 
conservation of all natu ra l resources. Educational m aterials should recognize th a t the 
econom ic well-being of the  State is totally dependent upon careful, sustainable resource 
developm ent.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 352(EDC)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE EDUCATION C OM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES DICK, Feige, Peggy Wilson

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act establishing curriculum restrictions based on science, resource development, 

and sustained yield principles for public school districts and for the University of 

Alaska."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.30.380 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing body of each 

public school in the state shall base curriculum development on

(1) the constitutional principles of

(A) utilization, maintenance, and sustained yield of all natural 

resources belonging to the state, including fish, forests, wildlife, land, water, 

and other renewable resources; and

(B) utilization and development of all nonrenewable resources 

in addition to encouragement of balancing resource development and 

conservation under (a) of this section;

-1- CSHB 352(EDC)
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(2) scientific principles, without bias and without regard to personal

opinion.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.40.170(b) is amended to read:

(b) The Board of Regents may

(1) adopt reasonable rules, orders, and plans with reasonable penalties 

for the good government of the university and for the regulation of the Board of 

Regents;

(2) determine and regulate the course of instruction in the university 

with the advice of the president; a course of instruction for environmental 

education must be based on

(A) the constitutional principles of

(i) utilization, maintenance, and sustained yield of all 

natural resources belonging to the state, including fish, forests, 

wildlife, land, water, and other renewable resources; and

(ip utilization and development of all nonrenewable 

resources in addition to encouragement of balancing resource 

development and conservation under (a) of this section;

(B) scientific principles, without bias and without re2ard to 

personal opinion:

(3) set student tuition and fees;

(4) receive university receipts and, subject to legislative appropriation, 

expend university receipts in accordance with AS 37.07 (Executive Budget Act);

(5) apply for and use the proceeds of a loan from the Alaska energy 

efficiency revolving loan fund (AS 18.56.855).

CSHB 352(EDC) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



H B 3 5 2 : R e s o u rc e  E d u c a t io n

S e c .  1 4 .3 0 .3 8 0 ,  E n v i ro n m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n .

T h e  b o a rd  s h a l l  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  sc h o o l b o a rd  to  in i t ia te  a n d  c o n d u c t  a  p ro g ra m  
of e n v i ro n m e n ta l  e d u c a t io n  fo r k in d e rg a r te n  th r o u g h  g ra d e  12. T h e  p ro g ra m  
s h o u ld  in c lu d e ,  b u t  is  n o t  lim ite d  to , e d u c a t io n  re g a rd in g  th e  n e e d  to  b a la n c e  
r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m e n t  w ith  e n v iro n m e n ta l  s a f e g u a rd s ,  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  
s t a t e  o n  r e s o u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r p o l lu t io n  p re v e n tio n , 
w a s te  r e d u c t io n ,  a n d  re c y c lin g . A s c h o o l b o a rd  m a y  im p le m e n t  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  
e d u c a t io n  a s  a  p a r t  o f  r e g u la r  c la s s ro o m  s tu d ie s .

H B  3 5 2  a m e n d s  b o th  K -12  p u b lic  schoo ls  a n d  U niversity  o f  A la s k a  s u c h  th a t i f  
a n  e n v iro n m en ta l curricu lum  is a d o p ted  it m u s t  m ee t th e  fo llo w in g  requ irem en ts .

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 3 0 .3 8 0  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
(b) N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f law , th e  g o v e rn in g  b o d y  o f e a c h  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l in  th e  s ta t e  s h a l l  b a s e  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t o n

(1) th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n a l  p r in c ip le s  o f
(A) u t i l iz a t io n ,  m a in te n a n c e ,  a n d  s u s t a in e d  y ie ld  o f  a ll n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s ta t e ,  in c lu d in g  f ish , fo re s ts ,  w ild life , 
la n d ,  w a te r ,  a n d  o th e r  r e n e w a b le  r e s o u rc e s ;  a n d
(B) u t i l iz a t io n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f a ll n o n re n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e s  
in  a d d i t io n  to  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  o f b a la n c in g  r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
a n d  c o n s e rv a t io n  u n d e r  (a) o f th i s  s e c tio n ;

(2) s c ie n tif ic  p r in c ip le s ,  w i th o u t  b ia s  a n d  w i th o u t  r e g a rd  to  p e r s o n a l  
o p in io n

* S e c t io n  2 .  A S  1 4 .4 0 .1 7 0 ( b )  a m e n d s  th e  B o a rd  o f R e g e n ts  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  
w i th  r e g a r d  to  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  e d u c a t io n .  I t  r e p l ic a te s  th e  la n g u a g e  a b o v e  fo r K- 
12 p u b l ic  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t.

C u r r e n t  S ta tu te :

Prepared by: A. Kreitzer Staff to
Representative Alan Dick, Sponsor
4 /1 /12
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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  
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“A n  A ct rela ting  to public school curriculum and textbook restrictions based on science, resource 
developm ent, and  su sta in ed  y ie ld  principles.''1

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

S e c t i o n  2 .  G e n e r a l  A u t h o r i t y

“ T h e  le g is la t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  u t i l i z a t io n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  
c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  a l l  n a t u r a l  re s o u rc e s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  S ta te ,  in c lu d in g  
l a n d  a n d  w a te r s ,  f o r  th e  m a x im u m  b e n e f i t  o f  i t s  p e o p le ” .

Like m any  o th e r  s ta te s , A laska has  educa to rs  w ho com e from  various back g ro u n d s who 
m a y  be u n fam ilia r w ith  A laska’s co n stitu tio n a l d irectives regard ing  S ta te  resources. The 
p u rp o se  o f th is  b ill is to  clearly  s ta te  th a t th e  cu rricu lu m  in  local schools su p p o rts  the 
in te n t o f th e  C onstitu tio n .

E d u ca tio n a l m a te ria ls  m u s t give parity  to  th e  v iew po in t o f use and  develo p m en t as well 
as co n serv a tio n  o f all n a tu ra l resources. E duca tio n a l m a teria ls  shou ld  recognize th a t the  
econom ic  w ell-be ing  o f th e  S ta te  is to ta lly  d ep e n d e n t u p o n  careful, su sta in ab le  resource 
d ev e lopm en t.
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March 30, 2012

Fred Parady, Executive Director 

Alaska Miners Association 

Senate Resources Commitee

Good morning members o f the committee, it is good to be with you today. For 
the record, my name is Fred Parady, and I an honored to serve as the Executive Director 
o f  the Alaska Miners Association (AMA). The Alaska Miners Association is a non-profit 
membership organization established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in Alaska, 
making us one o f  the oldest trade associations in the state.

The AMA is composed o f  more than 1400 individual prospectors, geologists and 
engineers, vendors, suction dredge miners, small family mines, junior mining companies, 
and major mining companies. Our members look for and produce gold, silver, platinum, 
diamonds, lead, zinc, copper, coal, limestone, sand and gravel, crushed stone, armor 
rock, and other materials. Our members live and work throughout the state.

Let’s turn to the bill before you, HB352, which is relates to public school 
cu rricu lum  and  tex tbook restric tions based on science, resource developm ent, and 
sustained  yield principles.

A laska S tate C onstitu tion  Section 2. G eneral A uthority
“The legislature shall p rovide fo r the utilization, developm ent, and  conservation of 
all n a tu ra l resources belonging to the State, including land  an d  w aters, fo r the 
m axim um  benefit of its people” .

More than most other states, Alaska has educators who come from various 
backgrounds who may be unfamiliar with A laska’s constitutional directives regarding 
State resources. The purpose o f this bill is to clearly state that the curriculum in local 
schools supports the intent o f the Constitution.

Educational materials must give parity to the viewpoint o f use and development 
as well as conservation o f all natural resources. Educational materials should recognize 
that the economic well-being o f  the State is totally dependent upon careful, sustainable 
reso u rce  developm en t.

T he A laska M iners  A ssociation  firm ly  su p p o rts  th e  sp o n so rs  effo rts  to  
b rin g  b a lan ce  to  th e  teach in g  o f n a tu ra l re so u rce  issues  in  th e  con tex t o f A laska’s 
fo u n d in g  fa th e rs  an d  o u r  consititu tio n .
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April 2, 2012

Chairman Alan Dick 
House Education Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: House Education Hearing on HB 352 -  Resource Developm ent Curriculum 

Dear Chairman Dick and Members of House Education:

The Resource Developm ent Council [RDCJ w rites to express support for HB 352, an Act 
regarding Resource Developm ent Curriculum in Alaska's schools.

RDC is a statew ide business association comprised of individuals and com panies from 
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s 
m em bership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local com m unities, organized labor, 
and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private 
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s econom ic base through the responsible 
developm ent of our natural resources.

RDC recognizes Section 8.1 of the Alaska State Constitution, reading, "It is the policy of 
the State to encourage the settlem ent of its land and the developm ent of its resources by 
making them available for maximum use consistent with the public interest."

RDC supports programs educating students on Alaska’s natural resources, and 
specifically on the responsible developm ent of our resources. It is a policy of RDC to 
support programs, including Alaska Resource Education, to educate students and the 
general public on responsible resource developm ent activities in Alaska.

The State of Alaska partners with Alaska Resource Education, formerly AMEREF, an 
education non-profit w hose m ission is to educate students about Alaska's natural 
resources. ARE offers educators across the state Resource Education Kits containing 
nearly $300 worth of materials to help provide students and teachers with balanced  
information about Alaska’s rich heritage of mineral, energy, and forest resources. These 
non-biased kits have been accepted by all 53 school districts, and are available at no cost 
to teachers. In addition, a free training is offered, w hen available, so that teachers are 
able to correctly utilize the materials in the kits.

121 W e s t F ire w e e d  L a n e , S u ite  25 0 , A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  99 50 3 -2 0 3 5  
P h o n e : 9 0 7 -2 7 6 -0 7 0 0  F ax : 9 0 7 -2 7 6 -3 8 8 7  E m a il:  re so u rc e s @ a k rd c .o rg  W e b s ite : a k rd c .o rg

mailto:resources@akrdc.org


Further, it is som ew hat appalling tha t incorporating resource developm ent in the curriculum isn't 
m andated while conservation education is. Alaska’s education curriculum should include educating 
our students on activities related to and the responsible developm ent of our natural resources. Future 
generations of Alaskans should have access to a firm foundation of our constitutional principals that 
guide our state, including multiple-use of resources and land along side conservation education.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Marleanna Hall 
Projects Coordinator 
Resource Development Council



Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of the House Education Committee. For the record my 

name is M ichelle Brunner, Executive Director of Alaska Resource Education.

I'm here to testify today with regards to HB 352. Alaska Resource Education (formerly AMEREF) is a 

partnership between the State of Alaska Department of Education and private industry. We are a non-profit 

organization that focuses on educating students and teachers about Alaska's natural resources using our 

Alaska Resource Kit and Curriculum.

The Alaska Resource Kit contains a standards-based, science focused interdisciplinary set of curriculum, 
activities, and support materials providing K-12 students with information about Alaska's mineral, 

energy, oil & gas, and forest resources. We deliver our curriculum to educators through our "Rock & Roll 

around Alaska" course - a 500 level, 1 credit course offered through the University system. We also educate 

students through our Minor Miner and Energy Einstein programs. Our kit materials include:

A 40 sample Alaska rocks and minerals set complete with oil and gold, DVD's, cd's, posters, maps, 

books, a Sitka spruce cross-section and other educational materials on Alaska's resources.

In the last 3 years we have had 333 teachers take our Rock & Roll around Alaska course, we've 

distributed 640 Alaska Resource Kits to school districts across Alaska, our education director has visited 

116 classrooms and 172 students have participated in our M inor M iner and Energy Einstein programs 

statewide. I would invite you to visit our website www.akresource.org to see firsthand a video from 

students about "what minerals mean to me".

We are interested in this legislation because ARE is consistently providing resource education on a daily 

basis throughout Alaska. The strength of ARE's program is that it is a partnership between the private 

and public sectors. Our experience in the classroom is that our educational system is saturated with 

environmental and conservation education that does not follow  Alaska's constitutional principles. The 

idea of HB352 would assist in adding balance to the classroom and to Alaska's future employees and 

policymakers.

With regard to HB352, our board has not had time to review the legislation and has not taken official 

action specifically regarding HB352, but the overall concept I believe ARE would support. We would 

suggest that as you think about how to provide a science based curriculum based on Alaska's 

constitutional principles that you consider utilization of existing curriculum that meets this criteria. This 

concludes my prepared remarks and I'm happy to answer questions.

http://www.akresource.org


R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l

Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

RDC T estim on y:  
HB 3 5 2  - a n  A c t  reg a rd in g  R e so u rc e  D e v e lo p m e n t C urricu lum

Before House Education (v ia te lecon ference)
Testim ony provided by Marleanna Hall

A p ril 2, 2012

My name is Marleanna Hall, I am a projects coordinator at the Resource Development Council. 
Good morning Chairman Dick and Members of the House Education Committee. In brief, RDC is 
a statewide business association with members in forestry, oil and gas, mining, tourism, fishing, 
all 12 Native regional corporations, and many others. Our mission is to grow Alaska through 
responsible resource development.

First, thank you to Representative Dick for introducing HB 352 -  an Act regarding Resource 
Development Curriculum in Alaska's schools.

RDC recognizes Section 8.1 of the Alaska State Constitution, [reading, "It is the policy of the 
State to encourage the settlement of its land and the development of its resources by making 
them available for maximum use consistent with the public interest."]

RDC supports programs educating students on Alaska's natural resources, and specifically on 
the responsible development of our resources. It is a policy of RDC to support programs, 
including Alaska Resource Education, to educate students and the general public on responsible 
resource development activities in Alaska.

You've already heard about ARE this morning, so I will not repeat details about their mission to 
educate students about A laska's natural resources.

[The State of A laska partners with Alaska Resource Education, formerly AMEREF, an education 
non-profit whose mission is to educate students about Alaska's natural resources. ARE offers 
educators across the state Resource Education Kits containing nearly $300 worth of materials to 
help provide students and teachers with balanced information about Alaska's rich heritage of 
mineral, energy, and forest resources. These non-biased kits have been accepted by all 53 
school districts, and are available at no cost to teachers. In addition, a free training is offered, 
when available, so that teachers are able to correctly utilize the materials in the kits.]

I would like to note, it is somewhat appalling that incorporating resource development in the 
curriculum isn't mandated while conservation education is. Alaska's education curriculum should 
include educating our students on activ ities related to and the responsible development of our 
natural resources. Future generations of A laskans should have access to a firm foundation of 
our constitutional principals that guide our state, including multiple-use of resources and land 
along side conservation education. Thank you again Representative Dick for recognizing this 
shortcoming in Alaska's curriculum, and for proposing HB 352, which will help provide more 
balance in educational curriculum in our public schools. In addition to my comments today, RDC 
will submit a formal letter of support. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

[  ]  b r a c k e te d  p o r t io n s  o f  te s t im o n y  o m i t te d  to  re d u c e  r e d u n d a n c y  o f  te s t im o n y
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