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Senate Bill 94 Sponsor Statement

5enate Bill 94 would add a second verse to The Alaska's Flag Song. The late Carol Beery Davis
wrote a beautiful second verse, which gives recognition to Alaska Natives and to Benny Benson,

who designed the Alaskan flag.

Similar bills have been introduced in the past. Last year The Alaska's Flag Song was performed
with both verses as the Senate gaveled in on the first day of session. Also last year, the Senator

from District G introduced SB 43. It passed the Senate, but stalled in the House.

This year is the year to join me in supporting a long overdue addition of the second verse to the
Alaska Flag Song. By passing this bill you will be recognizing history, our progress as a state and

our first people.
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Ihav,*.. 'mreived your letter dated
f; ui *itich you objected to
the adoption of the Ssecond "verse of
the “Alaska Flag Song.**
t would like to e>9olain to you why
1 introduced HB 117 and why | hope
you will change your decision to op-
pose the bill
No one loves the flag song any
more than 1 do. For many years, 1
have aiing it tor groups, meetings,
conventions, commencements and
even for Gov. Bill Egan’s memorial
service here in Juneau. | offer the
second verse out of deep respect for
the first verse and for its recognition
of Alaska’s history. I believe the sec-

ond verse _the first
verse and tion not to
one ethnic i but to all Alaskans
and their to work together in
a unified ay-

The verse has
been years b
various ime, funds
were House’s ver-
skm of to bold a contest

a second verse. Carol

was asked to write an-

the Bag song to recog-

* of Native Alas-

here long before you

the Pioneers. She did so,

t as a gift to the State of

*1 was aSteed to support its
on and to h.urodnce a hill to
it officially recognised by the
.1 did so, and it has passed the

In order to understand the special
significance at fids verte, you must
knowabout Carol Beery Davis, a for-
mer poet laureate of Alaska. Sheisa
H-year resident of Juneau. Her hus-
band, Trevor, was barnhereM
ago and is the only living
the original selection committee for
the design of Alaska’s flag, which ae-

Smen”irto itow'ilidT)."

tovad'tUto”yofferiu tffl, bV
varao, a tribute to unity of all
inns:

LA Native lad chose the
stan
o For Alaska's flag that then be no
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Among our cultures...”

She is recognizing history and our
progress as a state:

*Be it known

through years, the Natives' past
has grown.

TOshare life’s treasures, hand in
hand,

TOkeep Alaska our Great Land. ™’

She is focusing our attention on
the natural beauty of our land and
reminds us of the treasures of Its
beauty:

4We love the northern, midnight

The mountains,
streams nearby. o
The great North Star with its

steady light
1 _inlll guide all cultures, clear and
right,
with natures flag to Alaskans
dear, )
. The simple flag of a last fron-

lakes, and

It is hard for me to understand
why anyone who has read these
words could object to them. Ith Im-
possible for me to understand how
anyone who knows who Carol Beery
Davis is and the contributions she
baa made to art, musk and titera-
ture InAlaska could object to her of
fering this beautiful gift,

\N%y did this legislator propose
HB 117? Out of reject for a beauti-

Alaskan lady who has offered a
beautiful verse to a beautiful song
about a great state.



