


Senator Hollis French

Capitol Room 417
465-3892
465-6595 fax

MEMORANDUM

Date: 2/27/2009
To: Senator Bettye Davis /.‘\ |
From: Senator Hollis Frencw

RE: Motor Vehicle Window Tinting CS

During the Senate Transportation meeting held on February 24, 2009 the committee
considered Senate Bill 51. You raised concerns about the availability of window tinting
for people who need to use such products for medical reasons.

The attached CS makes several changes on page 2 of the legislation:
The first clarifies, on page 2 lines 4-5, that a person can install window tinting
that varies from the requirements outlined in the first part of the bill in certain
instances. The special circumstances are taken from the window tinting

regulations, where the exception currently exists for medical reasons.

The second change, on page 2 lines 13-14, requires that the medical reasons are
certified by a physician and provided to the installer at the time of installation.

In addition, a few minor wording adjustments, for grammar reasons, were made on page
2 lines 6-18. None of these changed the substance of the legislation.

I hope this CS addresses your concerns. If you iteed any further information or have

additional concerns, please contact my office at 465-3892.

Alttachments
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 51( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR FRENCH

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to the installation of window tinting in automobiles."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

Sec. 28.35.271. Installation of window tinting. (a) A person commits the
offense of improper installation of window tinting if the person in this state installs
window tinting on a motor vehicle

(1) on the front windshield of the vehicle; notwithstanding this
paragraph, a person may install a strip of tinting material that is applied to the top edge
of the windshield that does not extend downward more than five inches from the top
of the glass;

(2) on the driver and front passenger side windows that does not allow
at least 70 percent light transmittance;

(3) on the rear door windows, quarter glasses, and back glasses that
does not allow at least 40 percent [ight transmittance;

(4) that is not green, gray, bronze, or neutral smoke in color, or a

-1- CSSB51{ )
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nonmirrored sun reflective auto film; or

(5) for compensation and does not install a window tint hologram that

identifies the installer and certifies that the window tinting complies with this section.
(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a person may install window tinting
that varies from the requirements of this section in

(1) limousines and passenger buses used to transport persons for hire,
motor homes, and vehicles identified by the vehicle manufacturer as multipurpose if
the tinting material complies with standards set by the department in regulation;

(2) the windows of a vehicle that permits less light transmittance than
that specified in (a) of this section if a driver or a passenger who frequently travels in
the vehicle is required for medical reasons to be shielded from the direct rays of the
sun if

(A) the medical reasons are certified by a physician licensed to
practice in this state and provided to the installer at the time of installation;

(B) the medical reasons are recertified annually by a physician
licensed to practice in this state; and

(C) the certification is carried in the vehicle; and

(3) law enforcement vehicles.

(¢) In this section, "light transmittance” means the ratio, expressed as a
percentage, of the amount of total light that is allowed to pass through a window,
including glazing, to the amount of total light falling on the window.

(d) Improper installation of window tinting is an infraction.
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR?
First Committee of Referral

DATE: 1/21/09 FURTHER: Judiciary

Date of 5-Day Notice: ' - DATE TURNED
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) IN TO OFFICE: j/ﬁ/d ?

Transportation Commlttee conS|dered SENATE BILL NO. 51

SB 51 MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW TINTING

"An Act relating to the installation of window tinting in automobiles.“

and recommends:

' : SENATE BILL:
| be replaced with [N SCS or [)kj Cs 5867 (Tﬁg) - ) { [ tSame Title
. . 4 { ] New Title
adopt previous SCSor|[ ]CS { ) -
L] PP : L] L] HOUSE BILL:
' [ ] Same Title
[ ] attachgd amendment(s) 7 1" {7 Technical Title
- Change
[ 1 adopt _ Letter of Intent [ ] New Title w/
“[ 1 further referral to . Committee SCR#___ |
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S) " PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S): |
T = I M(ﬂ_ T } R FEEias T Y,
I_t%gw%FWE@ , _

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note
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ALASKA LAW

* Front windshield 5” strip of tint

» Front driver and passengers $ide windows
must allow 70% Visible Light Transmission
(VLT).

» All other rear windows must allow 40%
VLT, (some exemptions).

* Special use vehicles must comply with 49
C.F.R. 571.205 (Federal Law)
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FEDERAL LAW

* The Federal DOT specifies a minimum of
70% VLT for window tinting on the
windshield and the windows to the
immediate left and right of the driver.

* The Federal DOT does not specity any VLT
requirements for any other windows
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OTHER JURISDICTIONS

At least 13 other States have similar, or
more restrictive laws.

90% of Canadian provinces have a similar
Oor more restrictive laws.

5 States allow 50% VLT (front sides)

31 States range from 20%-40% VLT (front
sides)

General rule, the hotter the climate, the

greater window tint allowed.
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For Consideration

* Driving with tinted windows at night is the same as driving
with sunglasses on.

* Sunglasses are regulated by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) as medical devices.

* Per the American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
Cosmetic sunglasses must let through at least 40% of the
visible llght (not recommended for wear at night).

* Most people choose General Purpose sunglasses in the 15
to 25% VLT range.

« Some want Alaska’s Tinted window law to allow tints that
only allow 30% of VLT.

http://www.visionitol.com/EN/HomePage.asp?BGColor=3 &Category=21& Article=97
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Common filter colors

- light gray, which transmits 35 to 43% of visible light.

- dark gray, which transmits 14 to 25% of visible light

- light brown or tan, which transmits 27 to 29% of visible
light

- dark brown, which transmits 18 to 27% of visible light
- yellow, which transmits 68 to 71% of visible light

- amber, a high-definition filter that inhibits blue light

- neutral gray or brown, for indoor or computer use,
transmitting 60% of visible light
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Police Officer Shot To Death After Car Chase

(March 24, 2007)--A Dallas police officer was shot and killed Friday after a car chase in
which the suspect's car ended up nose to nose with the squad car, a police spokesman said.

P R

Senior Corporal Mark Timothy I;X'Tix; 33, was declared dead at Parkland Memorial Hospital.

He had been on the force nearly seven years and was a veteran of the first Gulf War.
The car chase ended in a West Dallas neighborhood when ‘tl\i%‘éuspect lost control of his
car.

The police car and the suspect's car ended up front bumper to front bumper.

A police spokesman says the suspect opened fire, shooting from inside his car.

The chase began around 5 p.m. after officers spotted the man, initially believed to be a
suspect in a Killing committed earlier this week, driving down the street, the spokesman
said.

Police spokesman Vernon Hale said the car's dark, tinted windows initially prevented
offic

from knowing how many people were inside.

allows 65% tint / 35% VLT - Front D/P

ines/6684372.html
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“The red and gray Chevrolet Caprice with customized rims, driven by
Mpyr. Ruiz, had nearly blacked-out tinted windows, and the officers
could see neither the race of the driver — the suspects in the
Wednesday mommg slaying were black — nor how many people were
in the car”’. ’

EaR!

With his other hand, he yanked out his expandable baton, known as an
asp, and began hammering on the window trying to break it.

The Caprice's window barely budged, held together by the heavy tint. He
managed no more than a small hole when a shot came from inside the
car. Police later found his baton and sidearm laying beside the car.

Mr. Ruiz fired at least one round from an assault rifle, which may have at
some point jammed. The bullet pierced Senior Cpl. Nix's neck near his

clavicle. He dropped to the ground. He did not fire his weapon.

htfi)://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/OS 2507dnmetofficershot.40467¢0.html
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Examples of other problems

*Chicago - Police officers unable to see clearly though a
tinted window mistakenly shot a passenger they thought
had a gun (cell phone). Mayor vowed to ban all tinted
windows.

*Numerous examples of criminals who were not identified
because witnesses could not see the driver through tinted
windows.

Collisions with motor vehicles and pedestrians blamed on
poor visibility due to tinted windows.
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has noted
that tinted windows can hamper police in determining whether a
vehicle's occupants are wearing seat belts or have their children
properly protected in car seats.

“

Heavy tints may also prevent other motorists from viewing the
road ahead by looking through the cabins of cars in front of them
- something many drivers do, especially when roads are
congested.

Tinted windows can impair a driver's vision, particularly at night,
making it difficult to see pedestrians and bicyclists, for example.
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TINT EXAMPLES

Taken from the Tint industry and photographs
of actual vehicles in Alaska
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Nissan Maxima

70% VLT
(Light / Legal)

30% VLT

(medium)

5% VLT
(Heavy /Limo)

Note: pictures taken on a
sunny day (see shadows), far
harder to see inside during
periods of low light
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Dodge Durango Front DR/PS 80% VLT Rear doors/wmdows
20% VLT (stock).
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Toyota Avalon - Front DR/PS 70% VLT (stock), Rear doors 35%
VLT, Rear Window 20% VLT (aftermarket).
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Reasons not to change current law

*Our current standard assures that Alaskan
vehicles are in compliance with the tinted
window laws in most States and' Canadian
provinces.

Increased visibility for the driver.

Increased safety for pedestrians.
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Reasons to support SB51

AT

*Protects the public from unethical installers who would
tint a vehicle, knowing that the installation is illegal.

*Will reduce the number of citations issued to motorists.

*Will increase safety on our highways.

You can always wear sunglasses on a sunny day, but can’t
take off window tint at night.
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SB 51
Revision
Proposed by

Bob Boswood, President

‘Auto Trim Design of Fairbanks Inc.
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of Fairbanks, Inc.
2550 South Cushman Street
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone (907) 456-8400 Fax (907) 456-8406

1. SB51 as written will not accomplish goals of the sponsors, which is to
eliminate the installation of unsafe dark 5% window films on passenger vehicles.
The source of this dark tinting is not by reputable installers, it is almost always a
black market installation or “fly by night” tint operation. Since there are already
laws in place that make it illegal to drive cars on Alaska’s roads with dark tint
applied, SB51 in its current form only serves to foster and enhance black markets
in the State of Alaska.

2. SB51 as written will cause lost jobs and lost profits for several small
businesses in Alaska. These losses will have disastrous effects for such
businesses during this time of economic downturn. It seems almost insane fo
create more unemployment and loss of tax base due to discriminatory legislation
when there are safe compromises that will circumvent these presumably
unintended consequences. '

3. 45 other states recognize as safe and legal, window film light transmittance
restrictions that still allow tint installers a saleable commodity, while adding safety
and cosmetic value to the consumer’s vehicle.

4. An amended SB51 could do a bhetter job accomplishing the sponsor’s goals, as -
well as allowing the automotive tint industry in the state of AK to continue to
provide profits and jobs for Alaskans as follows:

A) Allowing industry standard 35% light transmittance window film to be
installed on all windows {except windshield) of passenger vehicles is a safe and
saleable commodity. The inward and outward visibility of 35% medium window
film is very good for the driver as well as law enforcement officers and other
drivers and or pedestrians approaching the vehicle. Additionally, this film
provides health benefits in the form of reduced skin cancer risks, heat, and glare
associated risks while driving or parked, increased safety against flying glass in
the event of an accident, and cosmetic value.
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B) Amended SB51 should consider additional penalties to discourage the
installation of dark 5% window film. Perhaps not renewing business licenses of
convicted offenders or private vehicle registrations of multiple offenders?

5.0ne further observation conceming the safety of police officers approaching
the still illegal 5% dark tinted vehicles. It seems prudent to me that the officer
would ask the operator of the vehicle over his/her bullhom to roll down the
windows or turn on the dome light prior to approaching the vehicle, thus allowing
the officer to see inside the vehicle.

Thank You for your time and consideration,

Bob Boswood, President
Auto Trim Design of Fairbanks inc.




Bullet points for SB51 modification

1) As written, SB51 will change allowable automotive window tint percentages from
regulatory to statutory law which allows for changes during review of this bill.

2) Aswritten SB51 will not accomplish the goals of the sponsor.

3) As written SB51 will cause lost jobs and business closures in the State of Alaska
during a time of economic crisis. )

4) Forty four states have less restrictive tint laws than Alaska.
5) Ten of those states have relaxed their tint laws since 2000.

6) Aligning Alaska’s tint laws with the majority of the United States will make
Alaska more friendly for our military transplants and others who relocate here.

7) Our closest neighbor states, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana are among
those 44 states with less restrictive tint laws.

8) May through mid Aug, Alaska has more daylight then any other State in the
union.

9) 735% Medium tint does not represent a risk to Law Enforcement, pedestrians,
bikers, or other motorists. There is no statistical evidence to support any
opposition of this point.

10) 35% Medium tint provides safety and health benefits.

11) 35% Medium tint can provide jobs for Alaskans and profits for Alaskan
businesses.

12) 35% Medium tint brings Alaska in line with the vast majority tint laws of other
States in the Union.

13) 35% Medium tint enhances the cosmetics of most vehicles and is of value to the
consumer.,

1617
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SENATE BILL NO. 51
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to the installation of window tinting in automobiles."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

- *Section1. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

Sec. 28.35.271. Installation of window tinting.  (a) A person commits the .
offense of improper installation of window tinting if the person in this state installs
window tinting on a motor vehicle

(1) on the front windshield of the vehicle; notwithstanding this
paragraph, a person may install a strip of tinting material that is applied to the top edge
of the windshield that does not extend downward more than five inches from the top
of the glass;

(2) window film on the driver and front passenger side windows that does not allow

at least 35 percent light transmittance;

(3) indow film on the rear door windows, quarter glasses, and back glasses that
does not allow at least 35 percent light transmittance; -

(4) that is not green, gray, bronze, or neutral smoke in color, ora

SB0O051A -I- 8B 51
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1 nonmirrored sun reflective auto film; or
2 (5) for compensation and does not install a window tint hoiogram that
3 identifies the installer and certifies that the window tinting complies with this section.
4 (b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section,
5 (1) limousines and passenger buses used to transport persons for hire,
6 motor homes, and vehicles identified by the vehicle manufacturer as multipurpose
7 may have tinting material that complies with standards set by the department in
8 regulation;
9 (2) the windows of a vehicle may have tinting material that permits
10 less light transmittance than that specified in (a) of this section if a driver or a
11 passenger who frequently travels in the vehicle is required for medical reasons to be
12 shielded from the direct rays of the sun and
13 (A) the medical reasons are certified annually by a physician
14 licensed to practice in this state; and
15 (B) the certification is carried in the vehicle;
16 (3) law enforcement vehicles may have tinting material that varies
17 from the requirements of this section.
18 (c) In this section, "light transmittance" means the ratio, expressed as a
19 percentage, of the amount of total light that is allowed to pass through a window,
20 including glazing, to the amount of total light falling on the window..
21 (d) Improper installation of window tinting is an infraction.

SB 51 -2- SBO0S1A
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Unsafe vehicle tinted with 5% ). _

dark film on'sides and rear. — :
SB51 will not stop this from , -

happening. | '
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A STATE WINDOW TINTING RULES & LAWS
7H9/07 Updatec % OF % OF RESTRICTED
YEAR £ NTS[BLE LIGHT TRANSMISSION REFLECTIVITY COLORS
ST LAW TYPE WIND-  F.SIDE B.SIDE BSIDE REAR REAR |FSIDE B.SIDE | ALL GLASS JLERMIRR.|CERTIF] STCKRALOC MEDICAL
ENACTED SHIELD (car)  (MPV)  (car)  (MPV) | (SEE LEGEND) | (SEE LEGEND}| REQ REQ.

AL T o8 T Ner | & T3zl law] %@ [ ANV 21 20 | Ns | NO |Yes| SPECIAL | YES |
S - . " = N flbic
A7 T 84 | QET | Ast | 83 |ANV| ANY [ANY [ ANY | 35 | 35 [ RA YES | NO |  NO T YES |
FAL""Q} NET 5 25 ] 25 | 10| 10 | 10.] NR NR NS NO'.’"."!O_. SPECIDRNER YES
€A ] 99 | NET | & | 70 [ANY| ANY | ANY | ANY IMNIR| MNR | R, AB | YES ['NO | N0 | YES¥
CO | 85 | NET 4" _ I NO | ANY | ANY | ANY | ANY [NMMAINMMA] R,A | NOo [ NO | ND NO |
CO | g6 | NET 4 127 {27 ] o7 | 27 | gr,ﬁ' ALNMMA] R A YES | NO ] RECOMMEND | NO
CT | 94 | NET | AS1 | 35 ] 35 | ANY | ANY | ANY | 21 | 27 | WIS YES | YES | _ SPEG/ALL | NO
DE._| 92 } NET ! AS1 { 70 | ANY _ANY | ANY | ANY | NR | NR NiS 1 YES | NO | BREC/DRIVER | YES
FL | o1 | NET | AS1 | 28 | 16} 6 | 6 | 6 | 25 | 35 | AL YES | NO | SPEC/DOOR | YES
GA f2005] NEY | 8 [ 32°] 82 | ANY ! 32 | ANY | 20 | 20 RA | No | NO | NO YES
I_Hl g9 | NET 1 4" [ 35 | 35 [ ANY ] 85 | ANY | MR | NR NS, YES | NO NO - NO
A1 83 | NEr | AS1_ | 70 | ANY] ANY | ANY | ANY | NE | NE |  NIS NO_| NO | —NO YES
D | 92 | FibM | AST | 85 | 20 [ ANY[ 35 | ANY | 85 | 35 NS YES | NO | , WNO YES
.1 988 | NEF _ g" _NO | ANY ] ANY | ANY | ANY |MBNRI MBNR NS YES | NO.J ND YES
IN_| 2003} VAGUE| ASt | 80 | 30 VAGUH 80 [VAGUE 256 | 25 |  AIS NO | YES| WO YES
KS | 87 | NET | AS{ | 95| 85 | 85 | 85 | 35 | WBNR| R.AY | YES_| NO | RECONMEND | NO
KY | o4 | FLM | AS) | 251 18 | 8 | 18 | 8 | 28 | 25 | S 80| YES | _SPECDOOR NO
A | e8| INET- | < AS1L |- 403f 125 [LANY-[ 12 I[.ANY.|. 20.|-20' | ~ N/iS__..|. 'NO_ | YES | 'SPEC/DRIVER | YESI
MA | 85 | NET & 35 35 5 | 85 | 36 | 38 | NS YES | ND | RECOMMEND | YES
ME | 1803 {FILM |- .. 4" ANY.| 507 | _ANY |MBNR[ MBNR| — -NIS” | . YES - YES]. - _NO -— | YES3
D[ 95 [ ANY INONE|NONE| R.AY | YES | YES | _ SPEC/ALL YES
M- ] 20003 INET ILANY. . 36 )| 35 ) NS - | - INO IaNO|L T INO . _ | WES:
MN i[85 [N | _eVE|20 20 | - NS |- INO | :NO.I|'- SPEG/DRIVER [ _YES™
D J.2002] TANY | 36 | 85 | w8 "I NO]  NO 1 YES |
MS | 2006 | _ ANY | 20 | 20 g "ﬂ% | YES | SPEC/AIL | YES
MI | 81 . ANY | 35 NS NO ¢ NO | RECOMMEND | YES
NC_1 2001 "ANY | 20 ] 20 | RAY ] YeS | NO J — WO . YES
ND_] s003 ANY | B YES | WO NO %

NE | 2008 Tas T a8 13  VAGUE < YA
o s ©
T 5 T
NM {87 YES
NV | .93 ]
OH_[F2004 ][ NET [ 70 1[-60" J7ANY.] .ANY: L ANYIL ANYCIMNIREEMNIRI. IRY. T I ¥ES.|C SPECIALL - |V
st , A _ ! o 1Y
OR | 2003 | LMo ).
T B [ SFECIALL Y‘tgs
89 __SPEC/ALL S
80 GPEC/ALL | YEB_
PEC /DRIVER | YES |
UT. 1|72005]. 2l TNO__ Tl YES.)
TR _ T N T
A2, 0 e A ] Yl 20 *f’zo_} TOREATY. | TYEST ; ’i'M,JNGNEr' [ EYES
: ] 85 TANY | 85 | 35 | R Y.G BK| YES i‘flﬁ__g_PECIM_._YES
hv:lﬁ”? 'ﬁ e | ) T %a MBNR[IMBNRI[- IN/S" I - YES_|..NO.'|_ ; ’;‘:Nm ] a‘:ms,g@;
R Yi 35 [ANY [ 201 20 | RAY | YES | YES EC/ALL | YE
wY | 86 1 28 | 78 [ ANy | 28 TANY 20 ¥ 20 | s | ¥ES | NO NO . .1 YES
[men ghg oM i e (9 e o m w | er 3 P . S

This Information is prepared for TWFA mermbers by the Legislaiive Commities and consuftants and represents our understanding of the kw, reguiations and nes of the
| states published in it. I you are an WFA member and you have questions on hese interpretations, call the WFA office. In all cases, refer to your local authority
for current laws, nides or regulations. Your curment stzale law ks the final suthority.

* Medical Exemption Day Time Only I"‘Pick-Up Trucks are not considered MPV's “*Above AS1 only
N"'V—'ememptionforvammdpickups(SD%)wm SUV repiacemnent at factory level only*
NET = VLT% refers to the combined LT of fim and giass.

Reflactivity: NR = NOT REGULATED, NE = NOT EXCESSIVE (NOT SPECIFIC), MBNR = MUST BE NON - REFLECTIVE (NOT SPECIFIC),
MNIR = MUST NOT INCREASE REFLECTIVITY, NMMA = NO METALLIC OR MIRRORED APPEARANCE, NONE =NO REFERENCE
TO REFLECTIMITY iN THE CURRENT LAW.
Colors: R=RED, A~AMBER, ¥ = YELLOW, B = BLUE, G = Gold, BK = BLACK, N/S = NOT SPECIFIED,
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Available Data for SB51

ILL LOO A
SB51 SENATOR HOLLIS FRENCH 1K) Statement POF i@.ﬁjﬂl nie Bl

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 51: “Motor Vehicle Window Tinting"

llegally tinted moto vehicle windows create numercus safety concems in Alaskan communities across the state. For
peace ofﬁce(;an complately block an outside view of a driver and passengers, hiding potential threats and
essentially ‘blintfoldingUotficers conducting traffic stops. For pedestrians, bikers and motorcyclists, illegal window tinting
prevents eye confact with a driver, which is the most effective way 1o confirm that a driver has seen them as they share the
roads.

Alaska law, like ail other states in the country, currently fimits how dark window tinting can be on vehicles operated on roads
in the state. Alaska differs from some other states, however, in that it doesn't currently penalize the professional
businesses that make a profit installing illegal window tinting. This bill makes it an infraction to install illegal window tinting.

On top of posing a safety hazard to pedestrians and peace officers, tinting windows illegally can also be a costly endeavor
for consumers. After paying hundreds of dollars for a custom tint job, a citation for driving with illegal window tinting runs at
$150. While a first citation is often a correctible offense, removing professional window tinling requires a second visitto a
{inting business, since the product is difficult to pull off windows. While the consumer is out hundreds of dollars, a tinting
business makes even more money.

In Anchorage alone, over 1,200 citations were given out for ilegat tinting during 2006. Senate Bill 51 is an act that will
protect peaca officers, pedestrians and consumers, and | urge your support,
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SENATE BILL NO. 51
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY SENATOR FRENCH - ‘

Introduced: 1/21/09
Referred: Transportation, Judiciary

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the installation of window tinting in automobiles."
"2 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

** Section 1, AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

3
4 Sec. 28.35.271. Installation of window tinting, (a) A person commits the
5 offense of improper installation of window tinting if the person in this state installs = - -
- 6 window tinting on a motor vehicle
7 A (1) on the front windshield of the vehicle; notwithstanding this
8 paragraph, a person may install a strip of tinting material that is applied to the top edge
9 of the windshield that does not extend downward more than ﬁve inches from the top -
10 ~of the glass; ' | -
11 : (2) on the driver and front passenger sidée windows that does not allow :
12 at least 70 percent light transmittance;
13.. () on the rear door windows, quarter glasses, and back glasses that, y - R
14 ~ does not allow at least 40 percent light transmittance; . SR
15 _ (4) that is not green, gray, bronze, or neutral smoke in color, or %1 _ ;" S
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nonmirrored sun reflective auto ﬁlm; or

(3) for compensation and does not install a window tint hologram that

identifies the installer and certifies that the window tinting complies with this section.
(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section,

(1) limousines and passenger buses used to transport persons for hire,
motor homes, and vehicles identified by the vehicle manufacturer as multipurpose
may have tinting material that corﬁplies with standards set by the department in
regulation; '

(2) the windows of a vehicle may have tinting material that permits
less light transmittance than that specified .in (a) of this section if a driver or a
passenger who frequently travels in the vehicle is required for medical reasons to be
shielded from the direct rays of the sun and

(A) the medical reasons are certified annually by a physician
licensed to practice in this state; and
(B) the certification is carried in the vehicle;

(3) law enforcement vehicles may have tinting material that varies
from the requirements of this section.

(¢) In this section, "light transmittance" means the ratio, expresséd as a
percentage, of the amount of total light that is allowed to pass through a window,
including glazing, to the amount of total light falling on the window.

(d) Improper installation of window tinting is an infraction.
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