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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR·. 

DATE: 3/3/09 'FURTI-jER: 

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: ____ _ 

Resources Committee considered SENATE BILL NO, 58 

SB 58 MARMOT DAY 

"An Act establishing February 2 of each year as Marmot Day; and providing for an effective date." 

and recommends: 
SENATE BILL: 
[ 1 Same Title 

[ 1 be replaced with [ 1 SCS or [ 1 cs ________ L-__ -') [1 New Title 

[ 1 adopt previous [ 1 SCS or [ 1 cs ________ L-__ ~) HOUSE BILL: 
[ 1 Same Title 

[ ] attached amendment(s) 

[ 1 adopt Letter of Intent 

[ 1 further referr~1 to ______ . Committee 

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): 

1 APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note 

CO-CHAIR: 

2909 

[ 1 Technical Title 
·Change 

1 New Title w/ 
SCR# __ 

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S): 
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State Capitol, Room 9 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Senator Linda Menard 

Phone: (907) 465-6600 
Fax: (907) 465-3805 

Alaska State Legislature 

Sponsor Statement for SB 58 

Senate Bill 58, an act establishing February 2"" of each year as Marmot Day, will create a localized, 
Alaska version of Groundhog Day. 

While many people in the Lower 48 spend every February 2"" honoring Punxsutawney Phil, or 
some other incamation of the famous groundhog, Alaska residents don't have the same 
representation. 

The Marmot Day bill (SB 58) solves that, giving school children, public institutions and even adults 
the opportunity to use a local hire (the marmot) as their symboL 

Marmot Day can be celebrated in myriad ways, from special events at the Alaska Zoo to school 
celebrations with an educational angle so children can learn more about Alaska's furry ground 
squirreL 

Already, the Marmot Day bill has received support tium the Alaska Zoo and the Mat-Su Borough 
School District. 

I hope you will also support the Marmot Day bill. 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF AL.ASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2009 L.EGISL.A T1VE SESSION Bill Version: SB58 

() Publish Date: 

.. ld",e;:n",tifi",le"-r.l.!(fi",lle,-,n",a,,,m;:e'f:):i:H~B'i'0,,19-::::,;G20~V::::-0:cM~B,:.:-3-",0,,2i.-O,::9~=::-________ Depl. Affecled"': ___ -'AJ::;I'--_____ _ 
Title Establishing February 2 as Marmot Day ROU 

~~~--~~~~~------------------Component 
Sponsor Sen. Menard 
Requester .;;S:::e~n!:at~e_'S:::Ia~I!:e.:cA~ff:!!a!'.irs:.:=C:eo"-m~m;::itt"' .. ~ ___________ Componenl Number 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipls 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menla1 Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estlmale of any currenl year (FY2009) cosl: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach 8 separate page jf necessary) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

After burrowing into the details of this legislation, we have determined that the bill will not have a significant fiscal impact 

on any State agency. 

Prepared by: Jack Kreinheder, Senior Analyst 
Division Office of Management and Budget 

Approved by: Karen Rehfeld, Director 
Office of Management and Budget 

Phone 465-4676 
DatelTime 312/09 11 :45 AM 

Date 31212009 

Page 1 of 1 
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Mannot - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Marmot 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Marmots are members of the genus Marmota, in the rodent 
family Sciuridae (squirrels). 

Marmots are generally large ground squirrels. Those most 
often referred to as marmots tend to live in mountainous areas 
such as the Alps, northern Apennines, Carpathians, Tatra, and 
Pyrenees in Europe, the Rockies and the Sierra Nevada in the 
United States, and Northern Canada. However, the 
groundhog is also properly called a marmot, while the 
similarly-sized but more social prairie dog is not classified in 
the genus Marmota but in the related genus Cynomys. 

Marmots typically live in burrows, and hibernate there 
through the winter. Most marmots are highly social, and use 
loud whistles to communicate with one another, especially 
when alarmed. 

The name marmot comes from French marmotte, from Old 
French marmotan, marmontaine, from Old Franco-Proven<;al, 
from Low Latin mures montani "mountain mouse", from 
Latin mures monti, from Classical Latin mures alpini "Alps 
mouse". 

Mannots mainly eat greens. They eat many types of grasses, 
berries, lichens, mosses, roots and flowers. 

Contents 

• 1 Species 
• 2 Examples of species 
• 3 References 
• 4 External links 

Species 

The following is a list of all Marmota species recognized by 
Thorington and Hoffman (2005). They divide marmots into 
two subgenera. 

• Genus Marmota - marmots 
• Subgenus Marmota 

• Alpine Marmot Marmota marmota found 
only in Europe in the Alps, northern 

http://en.wikipedia.orgiwikilMarmot 
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Marmot 
Fossil range: Late Miocene - Recent 

1 

I 
Yellow-bellied Mannot in Yosemite 

Park 

Scientific classification 

Kingdom: 

Phylum: 

Class: 

Order: 

Family: 

Animalia 

Chordata 

Mammalia 

Rodentia 

Sciuridae 

Subfamily: Xerinae 

Tribe: 

Genus: 

Mannotini 

Marmota 
Blurnenbach,1779 

Species 

Marmota baibacina 
Marmota bobak 
Marmota broweri 
Marmota caligata 
Marmota camtschatica 
Marmota caudata 
Marmota flaviventris 
Marmota himalayana 
Marmota marmota 
Marmota menzbieri 
Marmota monax 

! Marmota olympus , 

lMarmota sibirica , 

."!armotlJ.. vancouvi!!'~I1!~_. ._ . __ . ___ , 

3/10/2009 
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Apennines in Italy, Carpathians, Tatra, and reintroduced in the Pyrenees. 
• Gray Marmot or Altai Marmot Marmota baibacina Siberia 
• Bobak Marmot Marmota bobak Central Europe to Central Asia 
• Alaska Mannot, Brower's Marmot or Brooks Range Marmot Marmota broweri 

Nearctic 
• Black-capped Marmot Marmota camtschatica Eastern Siberia 
• Long-tailed Marmot, Golden Marmot or Red Marmot Marmota caudata Central Asia 
• Himalayan mannot or Tibetan Snow Pig Marmota himalayana Himalaya 
• Menzbier's Marmot Marmota menzbieri Central Asia 
• Woodchuck, Groundhog, or Whistlepig Marmota monax North America 
• Tarbagan Marmot, Mongolian Mannot or Tarvaga Marmota sibirica, Siberia 

• Subgenus Petromarmota 
• Hoary Marmot Marmota caligata Northwestern North America 
• Yellow-bellied Marmot Marmotaflaviventris South western Canada, Western United 

States 
• Olympic Mannot Marmota olympus Olympic Peninsula, Washington, USA 
• Vancouver Island Marmot Marmota vancouverensis Vancouver Island, British 

Columbia, Canada 

Examples of species 
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I 
A Yellow-bellied 
Mannot near Princeton, 
British Columbia 

! Groundhog, Marmota 
!monax 

drawing of Bobak 
Mannot 

, 

J' 

Olympic Marmot 

http:// en. wikipedia.orglwikilMarmot 
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I A Hoary Marmot in Mt. i 

i Rainier National Park 

V ideo of adult marmot 

Alpine Mannot in the 
Massif des Bcrins, 
southern France. 

3/\0/2009 
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Marmot Day - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page I of I 

Marmot Day 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Marmot Day is a community celebration in Owosso, Michigan, occurring on July 25th (or on the 
following Monday if the 25th falls on a weekend). It is a celebration of all marmots, which include 
groundhogs, woodchucks, and ground squirrels. 

Confusion with Groundhog Day 

Because groundhogs are also marmots, Groundhog Day (which occurs on February 2) has also been 
referred to as Marmot Day[ I]. The Owosso celebration is a distinct event. 

History of Marmot Day 

Marmot Day was begun in 2002 in Owosso, Michigan, as a day of celebration for this animal which is 
usually considered as a pest. A luncheon is traditional as part of the celebration, and marmot jokes are 
also shared, among other festivities typical of any party or celebration. At 12:45 P.M., a marmot is 
positioned outside its hole, and if it goes into its hole, legend has it that summer is over; if it does not go 
into its hole, there will be one more month of summer. 

Retrieved from ''http://en.wikipedia.org/wikilMarmot Day" 
Hidden categories: Orphaned articles from February 2009 I All orphaned articles 

• This page was last modified on I March 2009, at 08:03 . 
• All text is available under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License. (See Copyrights 

for details.) 
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a U.S. registered 501(c} 
(3) tax-deductible nonprofit charity. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wikilMarmot Day 3/10/2009 
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Menard" mad about~~rmot" Martm;" ~o}t'\'''"f.~,. :.f:" .. :., .' 
By BRIAN O'DONOGHUE the Byzantine political , 

JUNEAU-A nel'arious conspir. lion 10 replal:ci Frond_ I1afr House BiD' 181', ~IS~' ~:;J~r~:~~ 
ICy is afOOI among powerful wilh an occasion 
nembers of the Legislatwe 10 de- ficial SIBle mannot. •. , 
Iy a noble Alaskan its day in the House speak« Ben Grusscndorf, ',.)r<,' 
:un. con finned Menard's dire forecasL, :'., 
Because of lhe conspiracy, Rep. "I don'llhink we're going 10 see 

:un Menard said, next Tuesday' lhe mannol's shadow OUI of com.' 
he eyes of the nation wiD once millee and onlO tho Ooor by the . 
tgsin be drawn 10 a hole in Penn- time Groundhog' Day . rolls: 
ylvania, inslead of gazing wilh around: !he speaker said.' .' 
vODd« at the Alaska Zoo.' Tl'ou.gh. he ooginally banished.' 
"[I's a dis ........ - 10 '-'''-" ,.!he !he bill 10 Cour 
eprcsenlali:edec_:~ the G~dorf denied . 
00110 from lhe stale capital, lhla c~, '!!., clenY, mar~I' 
leek. . due •. ' " ...... ;, .. ' .'" . 
Menard's anguish.. SIemS from: ·"';(P/tti.re St, M/U1fU)tDQl:Jt: rap"".>, 

(Coolinued from Front Page) : 
"I look at whal we calI local. hinJ, 

or AIasta· preCcmICe, . and !he 
· marmot may well serve that put­pose: he said. "I've no penonaI 

preference on iL If the bib comel 
· out of commiuec it's fmo willi me.- , . 

. Marmots living lhla far nDl1fl 
arc seldom seen this time oC yelli, 
acc:ording 10 Alaska Zoo direclOi' 
Fammye SeaweU: However, 
SmW'AIarIn, the Zoo's senior 

· hoary'marmot; is apparently ~ 
, exception.' . :­

~~~:::!::":':';:::..::!::'::':::::~" .' "Every few weeks Smote 
- Alarm slicks his nose oUI: !he 

zoo direclOr said." . 
" Groundskeepers say Smote 

~ " Alarm's restlessness is a matter of 
. . ,personal hygiene. In !he halls of 

---.... - ..... _____ 0-. ___ • ____ .. ~_,._L., .. _ .. _._. _____ "!he SWChouse, however,!he COD-! 

sensus holds the furry westhervt. 
ane Is 8CIUaUy snitTmg oulthe JlO:! 
Iitica1 siluation. .: 
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Pressed 10 explain !he Iegisl&: 

~~, . GtIWCIIdorf.·sh'1 
· ·There's'· no levenage In lhiI 
hiannot BUt: he said. \ ') .: 
: Nonetheless,lhis much is clear: 
Rep.lohn Sund is holdiilg officia): 
rcco~lion for Smote AI8nn hos­
~e m his ludiciary Commillce,: 

We taU il!he dark hole: Me-: 
nard said. ·"There's not a whokl: 
lot.1hat comes OUI of IIuu commil~: 
lee, I've IaIked 10 lo1ui Ii coupIe' 
lime aboul moving iL BUI he's noC 
100 big on !he poor lillie critter.· :; 
· So, I don'l t1tink the. marmot', 
goln~ 10 slick ii's head OUI oC the: 
hole, Menard said, chuckllng. "J: 

. think !he speaker's rigb,,·.;.'Z· .. ; 
'''A Jot' ofiibblng g\JeSOn 'about 
. !he M8nnot Bill, but Menard said; 
. he lakes it In stride. ,:r·" .;, • 

· . "A'lot of lhemaro'~yin'g ii's ri 
joke thing, bullherc's a long.tcmt 

• value 'In. renns·ofi.lOurism. t: 
, thought it would gille some pro! 

motion 10 !he zoo. There's a IOWIt 
in . Penn , where the, "official ' 

· ' Groundhog lives. They buill a big 
IOurist .: industrY' on . . that " crille( 
alone, seUlng shirts and. all kind.( . 
of knickknaCks. People go thel'Q 
for souvenin. . I, ';":;.' ! 

· . ·We 'a1way~ say we're" differi 
eill: he added. "If we're going IQ 
be differenl we ~'I have 10 drag 
all Ihese' traditional tItlngs up 
Crom !he Lower 48.· " '-.'. : 

, 
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Mannot Day: This is especially beneficial to the valley. Our community is sadled with a 
lot ofcmbarrasing stereotypes (meth capitol of the state, etc.), which cause young people 
especially to be disrespectful of our community. Mannots are local and have been here 
all along; recoginzing their value with Mannot Day shows that we in the Valley have 
some local pride. Without that, it's impossible to maintain a sense of community identity. 

Growing up in the Valley, I knew that our strip malls and box stores were nothing 
special. Independence Mine at Hatcher Pass, populated by mannots, is special. Mannot 
Day draws attention to the rich cultural resources preserved at Independence Mine and 
throughout the Talkeetna Mountains. The more we can do to imbue our community with 
a depth of history, the more the Mat-Su becomes somewhere we can be proud to live. I 
have watched the most talented members of my high school class leave the Valley with 
no plans of returning. Things like Mannot Day may be insignificant alone, but when we 
connect them together, they represent something important. The act of valuing local 
aspects like gold mines and mannots, or the Palmer Hay Flats and waterfowl, gives my 
generation a reason to stay-- or to come home again 

-Will Elliot, Wasilla 
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