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"An Act naming the state fish hatchery on the Elmendorf Air Force Base the William Jack Hernandez Sport
Fish Hatchery."

and recommends:

SENATE BILL:
[ ] bereplaced with[ ] SCS or[v]CS 56 274 (RESD ) [ ] Same Title
[ ] New Title
[ 1 adopt previous [ ]SCSor[ ]CS ( )
HOUSE BILL:
[ ] attached amendment(s) [ ] Same Title
[ ] Technical Title
Change
[ ] adopt Letter of Intent [ ] New Tile w/
[ ] furtherreferral to Committee SCR#____
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

Department | Date | Fiscal | Indet. | Zero | FN# Department Date | Fiscal | Indet. | Zero | FN#

SRES 03/

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

. PRINTED Do Do NoT
SIGNATUR?ﬁAND RECOMMENDATIONS: LAST NAME PASS PASS NOREC | AMEND
/M’ — 7 /ézﬂzsf;;«/)zf |
¢ Z Stevers | p
Q) >SS\ \ear \
s Y ~
0-CHAIR:
Ut
Co-CHAIR:~ = 7 W .
LTV heielecha ] o

3950




26-LS1449\R
(LIMITED RUN SHOWING ALL ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIPS)

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 274(RES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/10/10
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

REPRESENTATIVE Keller

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act naming the new state fish hatchery on the Elmendorf Air Force Base the

2 William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery."

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:
5 Sec. 35.40.225. William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery. The state
6 fish hatchery under construction on the Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage
7 scheduled to be completed in May 2011 is named the William Jack Hernandez Sport
8 Fish Hatchery.

SB0274B -1- CSSB 274(RES)

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR DYSON
TO: SB274

Page 1, line 1, following the first occurrence of "the":

Insert "new"

Page 1, line 5, following "Sec. 35.40.225.":
Insert "William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery."

Page 1, line 5:
Delete "located"

Insert "under construction”

Page 1, line 6, following "Anchorage":

Insert "scheduled to be completed in May 2011"
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STATE OF ALASKA
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier {file name): SB 274

FISCAL NOTE

Tille "An Act naming the state fish hatchery on Elmendorf Air
Force Base the William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery”

Sponsor Senator Dyson

Requester Senate Resources

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
{) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

SB 274

RDU

Component

Component Number

{Thousands of Dollars}

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required

Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES

FY 2011

FY 2011

FY 2012

FY 2013 FY 2014

FY 2015 | FY 2016

Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Personal Services

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

1 |

[CHANGE IN REVENUES { P

FUND SQURCE

{Thousands of Dollars)

1004 GF

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL

0.0

0.0

0.0 0.0

0.0

0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost:

POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSI|S:

{Attach a separate page if necessary}

This bill has no fiscal impact.

Prepared by:

Division

Approved by:

Shalon Szymanski, Senate Resources Committee Aide

Phone 807-465-2995

Senator Lesil McGuire, Co-Chair of Senate Resources Committee

Date/Time 3/8/10 1:51 PM

Date 3/8/2010

{Revised 11/6/2009 OMB)

Page 1 of 1




3954

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR LESIL McGUIRE
SENATOR BILL WIELECHOWSKI
Co-Chairs, Senate Resources Committee

MEMORANDUM
Memorandum
To: Leg. Legal
From: Shalon Szymanski, Committee Aide

Senate Resources Committee

Date: March 9, 2010
Re: Final CS Request

Please create a FINAL Senate Resources CS for SB 274 mirroring work order number
26-LS144NA but also include the attached amendment.

If you have any questions or need further information, please feel free to contact me on my
direct line, 465-4522

Thank you!
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SENATOR FRED DYSON

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 274 —~ William Jack Hemandez Sport Fish Hatchery

The purpose of this bill is to name the new state fish hatchery on Elmendorf Air Force Base, the
William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery. Hernandez pioneered the fish rearing and fish
hatchery program at Ft. Richardson.

William Jack “Bill” Hernandez served his country valiantly during WWII, serving as a civilian
contractor on Wake Island in the South Pacific, building fortifications for USMC personnel.

Wake Island was attacked by the Japanese on Dec. 7, 1941, the same day as the Peatl Harbor attack,
and a violent 16 day struggle ensued between the Marine regiment and an overwhelming enemy
force. On December 23, 1941, Wake Island was captured and Mt. Hernandez was taken as a
prisoner of war. He was a POW for three years before being released following surrender of the
Japanese forces in 1945.

In 1947 Mr. Hernandez enlisted in the US Army, and in 1956 his unit was transferred to Fort
Richardson where he became a Fish and Wildlife Conservation NCQO. His orders were to rehabilitate
the lakes and streams on post. As a result of Mr. Hernandez efforts, in 1957 the Secretary of the
Army approved a cooperative agreement between the Army, the Alaska Territorial Department of
Fish and Game, and the Fort Richardson power plant, allowing the plant’s cooling pond to be used
for rearing fish. Mr. Hernandez ran the fish rearing project, and annual production reached 12,000
rainbow trout, 100,00¢ Chinook salmon smolt, and 200,000 Coho salmon smolt.

In 1968 Mr. Hernandez retired from the US Army and received an Army Commendation Medal for
his efforts. Shortly after retirement, Hetnandez was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game as a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. In a few years he retumned to Fort Richardson to
manage the large scale fish hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. He also worked at the nearby
Elmendorf fish hatchery. In 1983, after 26 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trour,
Hernandez retired.

Sadly, Hernandez died of cancer in 2003. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7665 honored him
with a 21-gun salute. He was the epitome of Tom Brokaw’s “Greatest Generation.” Without his
drive and dedication, the fish rearing project at Fort Richardson would have never gotten off the

* ground. His life’s work made an enormous contribution to the sport and commercial fishing

industry of the Cook Inlet region. Please honor William Jack “Bill” Hernandez by supporting this
legislation.

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580

During Session {January - May): Alaska State Capitol ® Juneau, Alaska 99807 » (800) 342-21%9  (907) 463-2199 » (907) 463-4387 (far)
Duriag Interim (June-Decernber): 10928 Eagle River Road, Suite 238 « Eagle River, Alaska 99577 & (907) 694-6083 » (907) 694-1015 (fax)

senator fred dysonaiegis.state ak.us # www.akrepublicans.org




William Jack Hernandez

William Jack (Bill) Hernandez was born in Los Angeles, California on April 30, 1920 and died
Aug. 31, 2003 in Wasilla. At the age of 21, Bill was employed by Morrison-Knudson
Construction Co. building fortifications on Wake Island. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, he
and other civilian contractor personnel were assigned to assist the Marine detachment defending
the Wake [sland. On Dec, 23, 1941, Wake Island was captured. and Bill was imprisoned in
various POW camps in China. He survived an escape attempt, breaking his ankle while jumping
from a train. He was subsequently recaptured, and this is described in several books on the battle
of Wake Island, perhaps most notably “Jim's Journey: A Wake Island Civilian POW's Story™ as
well as a History Channel documentary: “Wake Island: Alamo of the Pacific.”

After the war, Bill returned to California enlisting in the Army in 1947. He initially served as a
foreign language interpreter, and his early military career took him to Korea and Europe. Bill
honed his chess skills and became a Chess Master. At one point, Bill defeated Japan's top chess
player. [n 1956, his unit was transferred to Fort Richardson, where he became a Fish and
Wildlife Conservation NCO. His orders were to rehabilitate the lakes and streams on post. In
1957, after several months of negotiating with the military and others, Bill received a letter from
the Secretary of the Army approving a cooperative agreement between the Army, the Alaska
Territorial Department of Fish and Game and the Fort Richardson power plant which allowed the
plant’s cooling pond to be utilized for rearing fish. Bill ran the fish rearing project, and annual
production reached as high as 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout, 100,000 Chinook smolt and
200,000 coho smolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968 and received an Army Commendation
Medal for his efforts: “Through his perseverance. ingenuity, and scholarly research, he
conceived and pioneered a process of rearing rainbow trout, silver salmon and king salmon from
the fingerling stage to the migratory smolt, and in addition, accelerared the restocking of post
and community lakes und streams. By virtue of Sergeant Hernandez’ diligent efforts coupled
with his high sense of responsibility, the military conservation program in Alaska received
successive official and recorded recognition by the State Legislature of Alaska and by the
United States Senate. His invaluable service to the military and civilian communities of Alaska
earned him the worthy respect and admiration of all with whom he came in contact.”

Shortly after his Army retirement, Bill was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as
a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. He returned to Ft Richardson a few years later to
manage the large scale hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. Bill also worked at the
Elmendort hatchery. In 1983, after 26 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trout, Bill
retired again.

Bill then purchased a boat and fished commercially for seven seasons in Bristol Bay. When not
fishing, Bill spent his time at his cabin on Lake Susitna and groomed snowmobile trails in the
area. le was a member of the Wake Island Civilian Survivors Association, a Mason, and a
Cooperative Weather Observer for NOAA. Though Bill never married, his many friends and
dog Peggy were his Alaskan family, He was loved and respected by everyone who knew him.

Bill was buried in his native California, close to his twin sister Jewel with whom he shared a
special bond. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7665 honored him with a 21-gun salute. Bill
Hernandez was the epitome of Tom Brukaw’s “Greatest Generation™.
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5640 Portage Drive
Wasilla, AK 99654
aktn(@gcei.net
December 24, 2009

Representative Wes Keller

600 E. Railroad Avenue

Wastlla AK. 99654

Dear Representative Kceller:

[ am a retired ADF&G fisheries biologist. commercial fisherman and one of your
constituents. ! and various active and retired ADF&G biologists are requesting your
assistance with legislation to name the new Elmendorf fish hatchery after the man who
pioneered the fish rearing and hatchery program at the Ft Richardson: William Jack (Bill)
Hernandez (hiography. photos, news clippings and drafi bill attached). The Elmendorf
hatchery is under construction and is scheduled to be completed in May of 2011. [ have
written Representative Dahlstrom and Senator Dyson, who represent Elmendorf AFB, to
sponsor legislation to name the hatchery after Mr. Hernandez.

Mr. Hernandez was a remarkable man who was a Wake Istand civilian POW during
WWIL, cnlisted in the U.S. Army after liberation, and, in 1957, while a sergeant in the
Army, started the fish rearing program at Ft. Richardson. He ran the fish rearing facility
for 11 years, with annual production reaching 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout,
100,000 Chinook smolt and 200,000 coho smolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968, and
[ was appointed to be his successor at Ft Richardson. Bill left huge “shoes” to fill. There
was no hatchery at the site then but rather the pond was segregated into three areas for
rearing fish. Two old Quonset huts served as living quarters, warehouse, office and lab.
Trout were stocked in lakes on military land as well as Anchorage area lakes. Salmon
smolt were released into Ship Creek, and returning adult salmon contributed to the
commercial and sport fishery. Bill often worked seven days a week, with limited
assistance from ADF&G or Army personnel. Bill was not immune from other duties
regularly assigned to NCOs, and he spent one night a week as duty NCO at HQ Co. Bill
was a busy guy! After Army retirement, Bill worked another 15 years as a fish culturist
lor ADF&G at the Fire Lake Hatchery and the new hatcheries on Ft. Richardson and
Elmendorf AFB.

Sadly, Bill died of cancer in 2003. Without his drive and dedication, the fish rearing
project at Ft. Richardson would have never gotten off the ground and the hatchery there
probably would have never been constructed. Ile made an enormous contribution to
Anchorage sport fishermen and Cook Inlet commercial fishermen. Plecase honor William
Jack (Bill) Hemandez by helping with this legislation.

Respectfully.

Tom Namtvedt




" B - - - Bt .-i
1 -
R . . H
N - '
. ot
. v ot
-
’ - ; i
f

| Satch: Ah, graft  ©
. = andcorruptionl
ski to Sea Relay: - -
Fast, frantic fun
General Delivery: -
Preparing for spring .

-

i

age Daily News Magazine




- " gk

i i ) 2ALp o T

;..éhﬁ.ﬁﬂi._ﬂus#

.?a..ﬂ!a‘

e ._._.._....nﬁm ”
ggxﬂ-ﬁﬁ_ 4

.aastisa.-s_s?-iltvi?: L

- .i:.g(.ﬂmuu

:kln:n.étfils.-!i.
Aegiﬁu_&- .

ancal{.pgﬂ PR LD MY
ululd.- is.»ﬂi:ﬁ“.ﬂzu .

-aﬂ.-a.__i‘uﬂ..l 14} -38... Qe

lag G TN QRGO p e, ﬁoinﬂ._.._-it., .
iy e Aiiramd oy R Pl

!ui._,u.ﬂiazn_ne.isanin ' s ‘
e .4:3..5.335;52- bid ﬂt...ae.li!!.q_u:ag ﬁte- N

!-u-!p-u 3 aihar ¥ apioy rus

. cﬂ_l apaj 1y &g Brey 00 %) ATAY|EW (g PLAA ™
ey ot aholy e T L

. ?._E..Su a.._....-ﬁlnslﬁu_!“

Ny ta-:a_ ?B-u“ M..r:.ﬁ. 19G) (e NG

,bﬂg-._-?—l!naoau_%é

s,-.sis.;. -S..{....!n-
. 1.55555.._-. ...53:;!5.:. :.asﬂhn._._ﬂszmﬁagﬁ

T mEtnaa B 00 .5..2 | PR PR T { e LTt T PYTEY
v - .2&_2 .: ! : ;I..luﬂsnui ﬁn-..-t.a_...!e_um.o:!:. v feanl
Ty T ed iy 2 -I_E S IT w0) pre TR0 MALITS vy wlacp Ti#4 Sepuwisial 111 W)

SO EIEE . T soh_.\ﬁ_meoﬁs.n_gmn MBIPUY AQ aoa;

‘...ll - P

%..2.8«,__ 2: .:‘., | %3_._. _ﬁm,oiaf

et




hatchery®

Continued from page §

scooping up a lew fish at a3
time in long-handled nets.

The nets are emptied into
the tubs with a wild splash-
ing that is stilled as the tran-
quilizer, called MC-222, takes
effect. The drug tranquilizes
voluntary muscle action with-
out affecting the involuntary
muscles, so a fish can breathe
through its gilis but cannot
lift a fin to save its life.

Each lish is picked up by
two hands. A gentle xgueeze
to the middle aof the gut con-
firmms the fish's status. Eggs
will protrude from the under-
side of a ripe female. Males
will squint eclear liguid or
white milt.

Females with eggs are
passed Into a4 tub next to the
doorway of a tent covering a
length of the raceway. Males
are tronsferred to o penned-
off area at the {ar end of the
raceway. Inside the Quonset-
shaped tent two handlers
work steadily.

One holds the fish upside
down while the other picks
up & metallle device shaped
like a common garden hose
norde. A brown hose tralls
-off Into the water and Is
sttached to a large green cyl-
inder of the same oxygen hos-
pitals use. There is a trigger
on the nozzle device and, at
the ¢nd. a short, thick needle
that looks as though it could
fll} a basketball. The needle-is
sharp, though. and a quick
1ab into the fish's body cavity
just behind the dorsal fin
produces no blood.

With a pull of the trigger,
oxygen at low pressure flows
Into the fish, gently forcing
out the bright orange eggs in

steady strearn that spills

. intn a‘round plastic tray. The
eggs are checked to see if the
color iz normal and if Lhere
are any genetie mutations.

", Occasionally, bad cggs will be

dark or green.

At one time eggs were har-
vesied by squeezing the sides
of the tish, o process that
demaged the eggs and hurt
the fish,

While one worker pours the
eggs into- a larger bucket,

_another tosses the rainbow
inio a penned-off section of
thé racewny Inside the tent.
The fish stips into the water
like a limp torpedo and lies
still for a minute or two, gills
working In gulps. The con:
staptly flowing waler soon
washes away the parslyring
drug; With lLittle flicks of the
tail and’ e few turns of the

surges off into the distance.
Forty fish. contribute 1,200
= to 2,000 egp“riece.'rhe [}
are ‘disinfected -to° kIl germs
i trom human contact and giv-

17, 1983

en to another worker for fer
tilization,

% The process is quick. With
the male fish held fimmly n
one hand, the bandler squeesr-
= o white stream of milt into
the bucket. Unlike femnples,
most males. die after coatrib-
uting to the genetic pool. It is

Q-1
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head,; the (ish rights ilself and-

B g J—
TH RSN it TP i e

b K it il

Tl\l- ynr the Elmwdoﬂ l’mehcry witt produe. -1 mmlan rdnhn- umn cun.

theumahnhaw;ld There is dlsaster brink is: uveral de--
no natural reason for male grees lower Rainbows live in
fish to live another winter. 4{2-degree witer in the winter
Although winter water tem- and, 46-degree. woter in the
peratures dip to as low as 34 spnng when spawning

degrees, virtually stopping ail’

alarm goes aff out:

; Of the lﬂﬂshlmtchcrlu- newly constructed - e
feeding and movement. the - and rea facilities: in. sager's’
lsw oxygen content in the kg, Elmendorf ia the nnl;u”m. ::‘:3;- ill-l'f a hundrud yuda

lakes would not support larg-
er {ish. pupulallum

Elmendort. is ahie to,fune
tion year-round as a hatchery
because it recelves from an
Alr Force generating plant a
constant supply of 83-degree
waste wateg that is piped balf. 18 000 of the dark, tit trout: in;
a mile to the hatchery, There. thres raceway a
it~ is-mixed &ith.Ship Creek $ nn;in;”[n Y
waoter and hmught ton stnbh Years.. =
temperature. : Watching: thouﬁnndn of;

The temperatures are cern— them rollinginithe’ wam- can - i
stantly. monitored and glarms . aroide ev X
sound-if there s & variance. of *. fisherman, biif- catéhing, the
more then. o few .dégrées; hand:fed: beauf.lu ww.l
Rainbows cunnot tvé.in-wa- quites trick, "
ter above 62 degrees wlthout. ~An: eighl.-foqt-hi[h chn

link fengo surrounds the Py

suffering trom ' killing: form
of stress, For salyion, the. erty:-ingide; eumhm'm

that handles hrood stock rain- -
baw, the fish. trom which .we.
‘get niore: Hsh,. Othar: hateher
ies. trap; ,wilds salmoa: la;
. streapa$ and mner.t tbe eux
for rearing. .

There are npproxlmatuly

Casung = lang Line ev:r.the
hmce wouldn't wark..dtlur
A’ 10-fet” most of land

shrieking TR
side the office ‘and Inside the.. m,,m M’ih..e.‘
H

l'
willi hu:vest fighip
'-With hls 31-!!:’6! bo‘nﬁt‘&"uu.
e will Bedd ot thta
Bri tnl Bny- 3

Bill Mernandez cradles the last fish he will handis ot Fort Rlchudun Now ke plans to catch fish for himsalf.

days of fisheries science, fish
at hatcheries Outside were
fed chopped cattle guts.
Seemed like a good idea at
the time. It was a waste
product;. the fish ate it vora-
ciously, and it =sppealed to
people who thought all that

. caroe from cattle wis good.

But the dlét soon caused

[ epidemjc disease and many
* early hatcheries were closed.

Today, tish food iz u sci-

. ence itself. Bagged: in- 50-

pound. sacks like dog. food,

|- the Orégon mash used- at EI-

‘menderf contains 22 ingredi.
ents ranging from fish meal
toé vitamins. An abundance of
herring oil makes the pellets
saft; Mature figh are. fed at
least once a day and cdnsume,

i Hemnander says, about' | per.

dent: of:'thelr ‘tota) body

" weight . daily. Young fith are
" fed more ‘often,” up to seven

times’ 3. day., Tke Elmendorf’
ha - uses 700 pounds of
fsh food” daily i.n -the peak

spring seascn
Mthoush he hndith: oppor-

2. tunity, 14 advancmln;,the Da

1, 00 “Game

partment: ;uf #Fish, G
ierate mdjtrmi*l.‘it eF by

tlnﬁ‘?&’
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SB 274 Notes

Director Chatlie Swanton, ADF&G, Division of Sport Fish, states that he takes no official position
with respect to naming a public facility. Swanton also states he has no objection to the proposed
name (William Jack Hernandez) for the fish hatchery.

Director Swanton states the Division of Sport Fish has not received any additional
recommendatons for naming the fish hatchery, other than recommendations for naming it after
William Jack Hernandez, and several former staff members have also recommended naming the new
hatchery after Hernandez.

The new state fish hatchery will be completed May 2011.

Cinzens (including current and former ADF&G employees) who strongly support this legislation
and wish to testify via teleconference:

Tom Namtvedt, 5640 Portage Drive, Wasilla, AK 99654 — (907)355-7403

Larry Engel, 16341 E Vera Way, Palmer, AK 99645-8641 — (907)745-4132

Darrell Keifer, 3709 Carleton Ave, Anchorage, AK 99517-1542 -- (907)279-3187

Fred Williams, PO Box 88, Copper Center, AK 99573 — (907)822-3922

Gary A. Wall, PO Box 101007, Anchorage, AK 99510-1007 — (907)223-4640 cell/333-5901 hm
Sidney Logan, PO Box 2589, Soldotna, AK 99669-2589 — (907)262-4048

David A Watsjold, 2811 Cutwater Ct, Anchorage, AK 99516-3473 — (907)345-5166

Robert (Bugs) McCartney, PO Box 91, Palmer, AK 99645 — (907)376-3551

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580





