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r=1ENATE COMMITTEE REPORP 
First Committee of Referral 

DATE: 2/10/10 FURTHER: 

Date of 5-Day Notice: DATE TURNED 
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) IN TO OFFICE: ____ _ 

Resources Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 274 

SB 274 WILLIAM JACK HERNANDEZ FISH HATCHERY 

"An Act naming the state fish hatchery on the Elmendorf Air Force Base the William Jack Hernandez Sport 
Fish Hatchery." 

and recommends: 

[ I be replaced with [ I SCS or [v] cs 55 2. J 4 (RES) 
[ I adopt previous [ I scs or [ I cs ________ '-__ -') 

[ I attached amendment(s) 

[ I adopt Letter of Intent 

[ I further referral to Committee 

SENATE BILL: 
[ I Same Title 
[ I New Title 

HOUSE BILL: 
[ I Same Title 
[ I Technical Title 

Change 
I New Title wi 

SCR# __ 

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S)' 

Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN# Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero 

~RE5 DSTrfi: V 

[ I APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note 

FN# 

SIGNATURE3-AND RECOMMENDATIONS: ~~INTED 
LA:>TNAME 

Do 
PASS 

Do NOT 
PASS 

NoREC AMEND 

( ~ /-~ 1-= '--!._ '_ 
) 

/ 

CO-CHAIR: /' ~ ~ _ 
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(LIMITED RUN SHOWING ALL ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIPS) 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 274(RES) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Offered: 3/10/10 
Referred: Rules 

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON 

REPRESENTATIVE Keller 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

26-LSl449\R 

1 "An Act naming the new state fish hatchery on the Elmendorf Air Force Base the 

2 William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery." 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 * Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

5 Sec. 35.40.225. William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery. The state 

6 fish hatchery under construction on the Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage 

7 scheduled to be completed in May 20 II is named the William Jack Hernandez Sport 

8 Fish Hatchery. 

SB0274B -1- CSSB 274(RES) 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 
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AMENDMENT 

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: SB 274 

Page 1, line 1, following the first occurrence of "the": 

2 Insert "new" 

3 

4 Page I, line 5, following "Sec. 35.40.225.": 

5 Insert "William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery." 

6 

7 Page I, line 5: 

8 . Delete "located" 

9 Insert "under construction" 

10 

II Page 1, line 6, following "Anchorage": 

12 Insert "scheduled to be completed in May 2011" 

L -1-

26-LS1 4491A.2 
Kane 

2/25/10 

BY SENATOR DYSON 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S8274 

o Publish Date: 

Requester ================~~!£~~~~===============componentNumber 
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note· Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

iCAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
FUII-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a seosrate OBoe if nec9ssarv) 

This bill has no fiscal impact. 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 

Prepared by: Shale" Szymanski, Senate Resources Committee Aide 
Division 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 

Approved by: Senator Lesil McGuire, Co-Chair of Senate Resources Committee 

Phone 907-465-2995 
DatelTime 318110 1:51 PM 

Date 31812010 

(Revised 111612009 OMS) Page 1 of 1 

0.0 

0.0 



3954 

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

SENATOR LESIL McGUIRE 
SENATOR BILL WIELECHOWSKI 

Co-Chairs, Senate Resources Committee 

MEMORANDUM 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Leg. Legal 

Shalon Szymanski, Committee Aide 
Senate Resources Committee 

March 9, 2010 

Final CS Request 

Please create a FINAL Senate Resources CS for SB 274 mirroring work order number 
26-LS I 449\A but also include the attached amendment. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please feel free to contact me on my 
direct line, 465-4522 

Thank you! 
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SENATOR FRED DYSON 

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SB 274 - WilliarnJack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery 

The purpose of this bill is to name the new state fish hatchery on Elmendorf Air Force Base, the 
William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery. Hernandez pioneered the fish rearing and fish 
hatchery program at Ft. Richardson. 

William Jack "Bill" Hernandez served his country valiantly during WWII, serving as a civilian 
contractor on Wake Island in the South Pacific, building fortifications for USMC personnel. 
Wake Island was attacked by the Japanese on Dec. 7, 1941, the same day as the Pearl Harbor attack, 
and a violent 16 day struggle ensued between the Matine regiment and an overwhelming enemy 
force. On December 23,1941, Wake Island was captured and Mr. Hernandez was taken as a 
prisoner of war. He was a POW for three years before being released following surrender of the 
Japanese forces in 1945. 

In 1947 Mr. Hernandez enlisted in the US Army, and in 1956 his unit was transferred to Fort 
Richardson where he became a Fish and Wildlife Conservation NCO. His orders were to rehabilitate 
the lakes and streams on post. As a result of Mr. Hernandez efforts, in 1957 the Secretary of the 
Army approved a cooperative agreement between the Army, the Alaska Territorial Department of 
Fish and Game, and the Fort Richardson power plant, allowing the plant's cooling pond to be used 
for rearing fish. Mr. Hernandez ran the fish rearing project, and annual production reached 12,000 
rainbow trout, 100,000 Chinook salmon smolt, and 200,000 Coho salmon smolt. 

In 1968 Mr. Hernandez retired from the US Army and received an Army Comtuendation Medal for 
his efforts. Shortly after retirement, Hernandez was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game as a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. In a few years he returned to Fort Richardson to 
manage the large scale fish hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. He also worked at the nearby 
Elmendorf fish hatchery. In 1983, after 26 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trout, 
Hernandez retired. 

Sadly, Hernandez died of cancer in 2003. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7665 honored him 
with a 21-gun salute. He was the epitome of Tom Brokaw's "Greatest Generation." Without his 
drive and dedication, the fish reating project at Fort Richardson would have never gotten off the 
ground. His life's work made an enormous contribution to the sport and commercial fishing 
industry of the Cook Inlet region. Please honor William Jack "Bill" Hernandez by supporting this 
legislation. 

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580 

During Ses~ion (January - May); Alaska Slilte Capito! • lUO".111, Ala~k.:t 99801 • (800) :H2-21'N • (907) .t65-2199 • (907) -lb5-4587 (tin) 

Durillg Interim (Junt'-[)ecl'mb"r): 10928 Eagle River R~)ild. Suite 238 • Eagle River, Alaska 'NSi7. (907) 694-6083 • (907) 694-J 01 5 (f<lx) 

senator ,frt"<.:1.dys\)nll.~le~is.st(lk.ak.us _ w\vw.a!.;repu blicill1s.org 
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William Jack Hernandez 

William Jack (Bill) Hernandez was born in Los Angeles. California on April 30. 1920 and died 
Aug. 31. 2003 in Wasilla. At the age of 21. Bill was employed by Morrison-Knudson 
Construction Co. building fortitications on Wake Island. After the attack on Pearl Harbor. he 
and other civilian contractor personnel were a~signed to assist the Marine detachment defending 
the Wake Island. On Dec. 23. 1941. Wake Island was captured. and Bill was imprisoned in 
various POW camps in China. He survived an escape attempt, breaking his ankle while jumping 
from a train. lie was subsequently recaptured, and this is described in several books on the battle 
of Wake Island, perhaps most notably "Jim's Journey: A Wake Island Civilian POW's Story" as 
well as a History Channel documentary: "Wake Island: Alamo of the Pacific." 

After the war, Bill returned to California enlisting in the Army in 1947. fie initially served as a 
foreign language interpreter, and his early military career took him to Korea and Europe. Bill 
honed his chess skills and became a Chess Master. At one point, Bill defeated Japan's top chess 
player. In 1956, his unit was transferred to Fort Richardson, where he became a Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation NCO. His orders were to rehabilitate the lakes and streams on post. In 
1957. after several months of negotiating with the military and others, Bill received a letter from 
the Secretary of the Army approving a cooperative agreement between the Army. the Alaska 
Territorial Department of Fish and Game and the Fort Richardson power plant which allowed the 
plant's cooling pond to be utilized for rearing fish. Bill ran the fish rearing project, and annual 
production reached as high as 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout, 100,000 Chinook smolt and 
200,000 coho smolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968 and received an Army Commendation 
Medal for his efforts: "Through his perseverance. ingenuity. and scholarly research, he 
conceived and pioneered a process of rearing rainhow trout. silver salmon and king salmon.from 
(he jlngerling stage to the migratory smol1. and in addition, accelerated the restoelcing of post 
and community lakes and streams. By virtue of Sergeant Hernandez' diligent efforts coupled 
with his high sense of responsibility, the military conservation program in Alaska received 
successive official and recorded recognition by the State Legislature of Alaska and by the 
United States Senate. His invaluahle service to the military and civilian communities of Alaska 
earned him (he wor/hy respect and admira/ion ofl/II wi/h whom he came in contael . .. 

Shortly after his Army retirement, Bill was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as 
a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. lIe returned to Ft Richardson a few years later to 
manage the large scale hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. Bill also worked at the 
Elmendorf hatchery. In 1983. after 16 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trout. Bill 
retired again. 

Bill then purchased a boat and tished commercially for seven seasons in Bristol Bay. When not 
fishing. Bill spent his time at his cabin on Lake Susilna and groomed snowmobile tmils in the 
area. lie was a mcmber of the Wake Island Civilian Survivors Association, a Mason. and a 
Cooperative Weather Observer for NOAA. Though Bill never married. his many friends and 
dog Peggy were his Alaskan family. lIe was lovcd and respected by everyone who knew him. 

Bill was buried in his native Calit()mia. dose to his Iwin sisler Jewel with whom he shared a 
special bond. The Veterans of Foreign Wars POSI 7665 honored him with a 21-gun salute. Bill 
IIernamkL "'as the epitome .. (Tom Brokaw's "(;rcatest (;enerdtion". 
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Representative Wes Keller 
600 E. Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla AK. 99654 

Dear Representative Keller: 

5640 Portage Dri ve 
Wasilla. AK 99654 
aktn@gci.nct 
December 24. 2009 

I am a retired ADF&G lisheries biologist. commerciallisherman and one of your 
constituents. I and various active and retired ADF&G biologists are requesting your 
assistance with legislation to name the new Elmendorf lish hatchery after the man who 
pioneered the fish rearing and hatchery program at the Ft Richardson: William Jack (Bill) 
Hernandez (biography. photos, news clippings and draft bill attached). The Elmendorf 
hatchery is under construction and is scheduled to be completed in May of 2011. I have 
written Representative Dahlstrom and Senator Dyson, who represent Elmendorf AFB. to 
sponsor legislation to name the hatchery after Mr. Hernandez. 

Mr. Hernandez was a remarkable man who was a Wake Island civilian POW during 
WWII, enlisted in the U.S. Army after liberation, and, in 1957, while a sergeant in the 
Army, started the fish rearing program at Ft. Richardson. He ran the fish rearing facility 
for II years. with annual production reaching 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout, 
100.000 Chinook smolt and 200,000 coho smolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968, and 
I was appointed to be his successor at Ft Richardson. Bill left huge "shoes" to fill. There 
was no hatchery at the site then but rather the pond was segregated into three areas tor 
rearing fish. Two old Quonset huts served as living quarters, warehouse, office and lab. 
Trout were stocked in lakes on military land as well as Anchorage area lakes. Salmon 
smolt were released into Ship Creek, and returning adult salmon contributed to the 
commercial and sport fishery. Bill often worked seven days a week, with limited 
a~sistance from ADF&G or Army personnel. Bill was not immune from other duties 
regularly assigned to NCOs, and he spent one night a week as duty NCO at HQ CO. Bill 
was a busy guy! After Army retirement, Bill worked another 15 years a~ a fish culturist 
for ADF&G at the Fire Lake Hatchery and the new hatcheries on Ft. Richardson and 
Elmendorf AFB. 

Sadly, Hill died of cancer in 2003. Without his drive and dedication. the fish rearing 
project at Ft. Richardson would have never gotten off the ground and the hatchery there 
probably would have never been constructed. I Ie made an cnonnous contribution to 
Anchorage spon fishermen and Cook Inlet commercial fishermen. Please honor William 
Jack (Bill) Hernandez by helping with this legislation. 

Respectfully. 

~cJ# 
Tom Namtwdt 
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'!!t~~!rf' 
iCOOpina up a J~w hsh at a 
time in lonl,handlt'd nets. 

The nets are t'mptied into 
the tubs with a wild splash· 
in, that i. stilled as the tnn­
quilizer. called MC·!2%. ukes 
effect. The drug tranquilizn 
voluntary mu~le acHon with· 
out uttecHn, the involuntary 
muscles. 50 a fish can breathe 
thmuah itl "Ills but cannot 
lil1 a fin 10 SDve its life. 

Each fish b pick~ up by 
two hands. A gentle squeeze 
to the middle of lh. i:ut con· 
firms the fish's status. £CilO 
will protrude from the under­
lide of a ripe female. Males 
wll1 squirt dt!8.r liquid or 
white milt. 

Females with toUs are 
pasRd Into a tub nt'xt to the 
doorway of a tent cnvuin& a 
!tmlth of the roreway. Males 
are tmnsfe-fred to a penned. 
on area at the far end of the 
raceway. Inside the Quonset. 
shaped tent two handlers 
work steadily. 

One holds the fish upsidt' 
down whU~ thl!' othl!'r pil:ks 
up • metallle deYke shaped 
IUle a t'Ornmon card!!!n bose 
ni:m:1e. A brown hoe tralls 

-off Into tbe water and is 
attached to a lar,e creen cyl· 
inder of the sam~ oxygen hos· 
pitall ua~. There is a triller 

'

on' the nouJ~ devil:e aDd, at 
the ~d. a short, thlek needle 
that looks as tboup it cOuld fl." a basketball. The needle is 
sbarp. though. and a quick 
jab uno tblt' flsb's body cavit,. 
just. behind tbe donal fin 
~Inoblood. 

WI~b B pull of the 1.r:iuer. 
oxycen a1. low prnsure nows 
Into the fish, ccntly fortlna 
out the brl.bt _omnle ens in 
.- Iteady stream that spill. 
into, • round plastic tray. The 
eg! are clK!cked to sect if the 
-color Is normQl and if there 
are any leneUe mutations. 
Occasionally. bad eggs will be 
dark Or_lrec!D. 

At one twe elP were har­
vested· by squeuing the sides 
of the fish; II proct!2iS that 
i:loma&ed the cW aDd hurt 
the f.llh. 

While DIU! worker pours the 
ccp ,into· a larser bud,et. 
anothiir lOSSe$ tbe rainbOw 
Into a penned-oft, section of 
tM rac:e'Way Inside the tent. 
'I'M fisb sUps into the water 
Uke It limp torPedo and lies 
still for" millute or two. CUll 
worItinl- in gulps. The eon­
stantly fiowiJ'l,j: water soon 
washes away the pimlyrlnl 
drua. With little (ll~k~ of the 
tail and: a few tum. of the 

... ne8d. tbe fii5b riJhts il.&eU and, 
II! sui,ea off into tbe distance. 
~, Forty' filh contribute 1.200 
- to 2,000 egp apiece. ~ ~US. i are 'disinfected ·to' kUl lerms 

I from human contad and &iY' 
en to another wor~er tor fe ... 

Ga' tiJIustian. 
,- I, The process i, QUick". With 
, the male fbb held finnly Ln 

• 

one hand. tbe bandler squeez:· 
~ Q. while' stf"ll!arD of milt into 
Ule bucket. UnUke femoles. 
rl105t males die after contrlb· 
utlna to the ,enetic pooL h i, 
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BIll Hernandez onell_ tb. last fish h. wII' handle • Fott RIch __ n. Now lie pi .. to cMoll flail for hl ... seIf. 

===========.=========;, days of fisheries Sclt!Dct!, fish at hatcheries Outside, were 

the.u.mt.' in the.wild. 'Ibere is 
no natural rcasOD fol' male 
fiih to Uve another winter. 
Althou&b winter wate_r tem­
pernturn dip to u low as 14 
delreel. virtuaUy stoppin, all" 
feedinC and moyem~t. the . 
low ozysm content irl the 
lakes would DOt support lara:' 
er fish populaUona, 

ElmendOrf is able to.func. 
tioD year-ivlmd .. a hatchery 
becauSe It receives frem an 
Air Fon:e cenen.tlng pl~t • 
~nstailt ,uppl,. of 8l-deCtee 
waste'waler tbat,~ piped~. 
a mUe to 1M hatchery. Tbere" I~:~t;;.:f:·~~.~~~~~'~~ it'ls'mIXed wlth~ShiJ:! Cree:k.'i, n 
water and .. brou&h~ to ~ stAble 
le'mperature.· " . ; 

The -tnnpereturn: am co~~ 
IIt.,tlll)".~t~~ ~d~~!~ •. 
sou.nd-if there '- a v4riow:e Of 
more thon. a 'few 1~.t8!'!~;,· 
Rainbow._ i:-.nnot Uw:ln wa· 

suflerinl from:a"k.lUlnI"_tonn ter above 62 dl.:"m:s -:witboU.t..~ ~~:~:~~~~~~~~~:~!~ 
of IItress. For salmOn. t~ 

. , 

fed chopped cattie guts. 
Seemed 'Uke a Sood idea at 
the time. It -w.. a -waste 
P""~'" the fish ate it vora· 

and it appealed to 
tbought all lhal 

cattle was good. 
dlet soo~· caused 

~~-;cl;~ 

, 

:1 
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SB 274 Notes 

1. Director Charlie Swanton, ADF&G, Division of Sport Fish, states that he takes no official position 
with respect to naming a public facility. Swanton also states he has no objection to the proposed 
name (William Jack Hernandez) for the fish hatchery. 

2. Director Swanton states the Division of Sport Fish has not received any additional 
recommendations for naming the fish hatchery, other than recommendations for naming it after 
William Jack Hernandez, and several fortner staff members have also recommended naming the new 
hatchery after Hernandez. 

3. The new state fish hatchery will be completed May 2011. 

4. Citizens (including current and fortner ADF&G employees) who strongly support this legislation 
and wish to testify via teleconference: 

Tom Namtvedt, 5640 Portage Drive, Wasilla, AK 99654 - (907)355·7403 

Larry Engel, 16341 E Vera Way, Palmer, AK 99645·8641 - (907)745·4132 

Darrell Keifer, 3709 Carleton Ave, Anchorage, AK 99517·1542 - (907)279·3187 

Fred Williams, PO Box 88, Copper Center, AK 99573 - (907)822·3922 

Gary A. Wall, PO Box 101007, Anchorage, AK 99510·1007 - (907)223-4640 cell/333·5901 hm 

Sidney Logan, PO Box 2589, Soldotna, AK 99669·2589 - (907)262·4048 

David A Watsjold, 2811 Cutwater Ct, Anchorage, AK 99516·3473 - (907)345·5166 

Robert (Bugs) McCartney, PO Box 91, Palmer, AK 99645 - (907)376·3551 

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580 




