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The rising cost of education is changing the perception of affordability among our middle and 
high school students and their parents, as well as adults who are interested in continuing their 
education. For students approaching their high school graduation, the cost of a postsecondary 
education is the most important topic discussed by the student and the family. For nontraditional or 
continuing students, it can be the primary factor in the decision to further their education. It is 
unacceptable that Alaskans who show promise do not move on to higher learning simply because of 
the cost. 

A 2007 report from the State Higher Education Executive Officers found that a $1,000 
difference in the price of college may impact college enrollment for the most financially needy 
students by as much as nine percent. A 2007 Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 
report determined that for every $160 in increased tuition, low income enrollments dropped by .5 
percent in four year, public institutions and by 2.3 percent in the community colleges. Perhaps most 
alarming, a recent internal University survey found that the number two reason why· students dropped 
out was due to financial reasons. 

Alaska's high school graduation rates are among the lowest in the country. The National 
Center for Education Statistics reported that Alaska ranks 420d in high school graduation rates at 
60.7%. There is no doubt more students will be encouraged to graduate by providing the opportunity 
for postsecondary education. Action is desperately needed. SB 33 will establish the Alaska Achievers 
Incentive Program within the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education. This program will 
help reduce the costs of postsecondary education for those students who demonstrate academic success 
as well as financial need by so doing; this program will increase educational opportunities for more 
bright, hardworking, and capable Alaskans so they may be ready to fill Alaskan jobs. 

I urge your support of SB33 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
'2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S633 

o Publish Date: 

~ld",e;;:n'"'ti",fie::;r"(",fi,,le:..:n.::a::;mc;e,,),-: ..:S:.:6:.:3:.:3--iR",EV~--"T.:.R:::S:..,-0;::3:,.-=,26-i<-::i1=::0==",,=,.,..,,==::::-____ Dept. Affected::;: __ -..,.,=",R=::ev;ce:on;::u;:;e=== __ _ 
Title Postsecondary Scholarship Grant Program RDU Taxation and Treasury 
rc~~ ___________ -.~~~~ ___________ Component Treasury 
Sponsor Seantor Ellis 
Requester ________ "'S"e"na:::t"e..:S:.:;ta:::t"e.:.A;:;ff:::a"'irs::..... _________ Component Number 121 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless othelWise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 

Senate Bill 33 provides for a separate endowmment fund to be set up in the amount of $25 million to be managed by the 
Commissioner of Revenue. It is anticipated the fund will be managed with the asset allocation of 55% Broad Market Fixed Income 
Pool and 45% Domestic Equity Pool in order to achieve a five percent annual real rate of return over time. The costs include 
investment management fees, audit, accounting and custoody fees. These costs are projected based on median market returns 
based on Callan and Associates, capital market assumptions. 

Prepared by: Pamela Leary 
Division Treasury 

Approved by: Ginger Blaisdell, Director 
Administrative Services Division 

(ReviSed 11I6l2009 OMS) 

Phone 465-2300 
DatelTime 03-26-10; 3:14pm 

Date 03-26-10; 3: 19pm 

Page 1 of 1 

I 
I 



2593 

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM January 22, 2009 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sectional Summary (SB 33; Work Order No. 26-LS0219\R) 

Senator Johnny Ellis 
Attn: Nick Moe 

Jean M. Mischel 
Legislative Counsel 

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill. 

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary :>f a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise. 

Section 1. Provides a legislative intent section. 

Section 2. Amends AS 14.43, Student Loan Program, to add the "Alaska Achievers' 
Incentive Scholarship Program" to defray the costs of attending a qualifying 
postsecondary institution for students who have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and who have an 
unmet financial need of not less than $4,000. Establishes a separate endowment fund 
consisting of appropriations, donations, and income earned to support the program. 

Section 3. Provides for a transitional method of calculating the amount of available 
funds for the program established in section 2 for the first two years of operation of the 
program. 

JMM:ljw 
09-037.ljw 
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Explanation of changes for Senate Bill 33 

The Senate Education Committee made two changes. The first was to include all 
institutions accredited by the U.S. Department of Education. The original language just 
included institutions accredited by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. The 
change was wanted so that private vocational and technical schools would be included as 
well. 

The second change was a lowered GPA requirement from 3.0 to 2.5 for eligibility. This 
means that in order for a student to be eligible for this scholarship, they must have at least 
received a 2.5 GPA in High School instead of a 3.0 . 

• 



PREPARATION 

til 
2008 Grade 

Change Over Time 

Alaska's fairly low performance in educating 
its young population could limit the sta\~'s 
access to a competitive workforce ,and 
weaken its economy. 

• E·i~llth gr,;ul("r~ ~}{'rli.JI'II1 fIlii Iy I).~,d~~ ill math, 
. ..rll'lln: •• \I\(I n'i\tlill~ . 

• 'lllt'l'r i5;\ I ~(;;, J.f.lp 1)(';ii('crur~Utd all 
llLilll}ritit'.~ iLlllll' ~K'n't;II\~lj.(C uf~'I;\lllJ..: aduh ... 
\\ilh;1 high "dltlol (fC([c'Hlial. 

PARTiCIPATION 

2008 Grade 

Ch<lnge Over Time 

College opportunities for young and 
working~age adults are very poor . 

• '111t'IWln'llt;\gl' j)rmwkhlg.a:.,tc :lfhlh .. t'llIl)Uc'll 

ill hight> .. j'(ltlf;uil)ll 1m. .. tit'dinl't\ h\' :~H'.;: .,ittn' 
!11t' t';l"!\' I !~)H~, 

• .\111011)4 ynllllg ;1111111."_ II','; or, \I;I\J..;I :\;Iti\\" 

are ('!llOlk,i ill n ,lkl{I'. (lIIupan'lI ,~j~h :~:It '. 
(If,\'h;!t,S, 

AFFORDABILITY 

Ch<lnge Over Time 

Higher education hasbecorne less affordable 
for students and their famiHes~ 

• "Ohl' :11111 'H1I k.ing-d~l~s famiJi,'" HlIIS! e(('\"tll{' :\71,( 

nftlwir iunl!lu', t"\"'11 alit'l ;lill. In )Iay !t\1' ({\\I.\ <II 
puillir fOHl"-Y('ar rolll'gt· ... 

• fill.uwi,,1 aid In Im,"-illnmH' !llI1dl'IIiS i . ."ll)w. 
Fut t'wry doll:u' in IleU (;\'(1.\11 :tid to Smd('I1I!'>, 

thl' SIal,' ~x·nd.\ only six n.·III!>. 

COMPLETION 

II 
2008Grede 

Change Over Tim& 

Despite some improvement, Alaska is one 
of the lowest-performing states in aWarcling 
certifICates and degrees relative to the 
number of students enrolled. 

.TWI'ul)'-twn pt'IH'llt ()f mUegt: stnd(,llls nlllll'lc'tl' ~ 
barhdnr's d('~n·t· within six. rr-.u'S. 

• Tell pcrt't'ut of AJa:.;ka NaliY(~ gJ"Jdu:u(·, with.in si:-; 
rc';u"S.. f:l>lllpar('ci wilh 25% ofwhitc:s. 

WHAT DO THE ARROWS MEAN? 
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State haS incrnased or remained stable on the key indicator 
in the caleg<lIy_ 

BENEFITS 

II 
2008 GrBde 

Change Over Time 

LEARNING 

a 
2008 Grade 

OhlY a fair propqrtion:of residents h~V9 a 
bachelor's degree, and Ihis weakens the 
state economy • 

• Eight' pcrf('fH tIl' ,\la ... 1-a :'\mi\'l'~ h;m':J 
l)a(hc'I~lr', tll'l{l {'t', ."()III!)an'tl Wil!1 :!',!( i" 

I)f\dlil('~" 

.Ifitll r.tdalic'!hllit groups b,;f1tl\(' sallll' 
('dUt-..lliuwtl 'luaiutl\('111 .mel t'(lftlillW' it" whiw$, 
Ifllal'lrt1lu:d I)(:r~()ltal illnmll' ilt"th(' shill' \\"tlulll 
hl' ~\h(}"u $1 hiJlion hight'l: 

Like all states, Alaska receives an 
ulncomplete" in Learning because there is 
not sufficient dala to allow meaningful 
state-by-state comparisons. 

C State has declined on the key indicator in the category. 
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Table II. Cnlll! Dollars per Estimated Population, by Statl': 2()07-IJS 

: . '. . , - .' . . , ' 

, . ~ . Total Grant 
:. . '., Estimated Dollars( . 

State' Population Population 

I. 'tuulh ('al"fllina 
2. \Y;I,hinj!'IJII 1)(: 
J. f;I'CJt~ia 

oj, J"Cllllf)\"il'l' 

5. \h.· ... 1 \ iq.(ini<l 
(" l":l'UIUl'h,' 

'\ l'\\ ")1'" 
~. 1'~·IIrl).~hallia 

". '\."\\ "t'\.il'tl 

Ill. Ilhfi:llla 

II. 'C\\- .kr'l·~ 
I ~. \. l'nplull 

1.'. IUirwi!'l 
1-1 louJ:..iilriit 
15. \lIrlb ('lIl'olin:J 

I Ii, \\ a .. hiu:.!I\)u 
1"'. \ I ionc:,>ula 
IN. !-'lorida 
I". \ iI'!,!iuill 
!II. (;dil',ll'ni:1 

.! I. r,,-,tl!'l 

12. Ohiu 
!J. ()"'I:dlhm~ 

.:! t I.h.·b",.an· 

.!~. I.m a 
~(t. \lidll:!.:.11 

,- \Ii .... "uri 
2M. ("'u,H'l"i ... ul 
,!9 \\ i!'ol:IIII ... jn 

JII. "011',\ bud 
JI. C()lonll..lo 

.n. \'l'\';uh, 

JJ. I{hullc l .. blUl 

J-t .\ 1:J iuc 
J:::;. \':.ts";:h'hu.';\'u!o 

.\(., \rt.au"a, 

.I:. l'ul'l'w Jol:il'O 

,lS. 01'''':':'1111 

.~'I. \ I i ..... j~ .. iI'Jli 
·HI. \.,1)1";1,1, .. 
.. I. I"w \;l_, 

.-41. SlIrtlt Ibhut ... 
·U. Idahu 
.. ~. \ I;Iblllll3 

-l;:;. \I"nt<tna 
~(I. t {;tli 

·r· "'Hllrh 1>:tJ..'tl:! 
.J:-4. \',,\\ 1I>llllp .. birl' 

N. \IVUlIlI 

:"11. \b .. J.a 
='1. H;l\\llii 

:"2. \\).,mjn~ 

","07,709 
:'SX.2n 

",5 ..... 750 
(1.1 ;Ci(,.719 

I.H12.11J5 
·tl..JI.·f7-l 

1".~'n.~:!'J 
1:!,.4j:!.;I):! 

1,%9.')1:; 
Cd..J5 • .!X9 

S,M"f',nO 
62l.254 

12.X:'15-l8 

".19J.l04 
1),061,1132 
b.·UIS ... C~..a 
5.I'n.6~1 

HU51.!--U 
":',"711,O'}1 

.\5.:'i:'iJ.ll:'\ 

l,~,'W".JXU 

11 • ..aMI.'>I? 
J,cd 7.J H, 

tU.-l.it-. .. 
!.9kH,U..J() 

IO,II-:"IJ(!2 

:;X:'~.-'I:\ 

-'501.J"" 
5.60 I ,()-I-U 
:'.(dX.3 .... 

",X6t.~15 
2.5hS.JH2 
I,U57,1JJ2 
I.JI1.!07 
(,,-1 .. 19,75$ 

2,NJ-I.7')7 
J,IJ-I2,J7:' 
3.7-17."5:; 
1.'JlX,7X:'i 
1. 77"571 
2.77::',""7 

(,.W.iI5 
IA'19,-'02 
·tc,27.~51 

9:i7,H61 
U, .. :UJIJ 

;')".2: I .. 
1..\1 :".JoQ~ 
(dJH."i5-5 

MU.--P8 
1,!H3.JHH 

522':",-,(1 

(,7.()] 

:%."" 
52.'" 
-1(,.15 
-15.5& 
-1 .. 1.0" 
-12.&7 
.r:. 'U, 

J5.1,2 
35.15 
jJJO 
3.i.1J9 
J250 
J2.J! 
32.2S 
JU!J 
JO.11 
:!'),f,5 
1:=:.t.f1 
21.S·) 

22.50 
12.15 
10.99 
1U.89 
1'>,'-)-1 
1').19 
I~.;I 

ISAI 
I~Ufl 

IS.!" 
II,AI) 
16.4~ 

1--450 
IJ.60 
LU9 
12.'JS 
<}.-IS 
'J.J:; 
i.8(, 

7.116 
l).~~ 

5.111 
-1.72 
-'.64 
-I-,:;() 

-1...11 
J.OJ 
2.~4 

I.I)J 
U.f)l1 

IU2 
n.JI 

.Iul:- .~lIn":' ""plll'llillil \·~fini:tll' .. fl"1l1l1 I ..... ('\.,,, .. \ Hun'.III. 
'n.' Ii'lliubtitlil tlal)! .-nd [\t,ft'. 

. ' ' '. Total G .... t 
: . . [~tim.r.d ' Do~~rSt 
, Population Population. 
. Star. '\ge 18-24. ....Rt 18-14 

I. Suullt ("unlina 

2. Ct·tIr"l!ht 
J. \h'il \ irl{inill 
..J. fcnn\,s . ...,L·C 

5-. h:entuc-ky 
(,. \\ <t ... hinl!IHIl J)(' 

7 .\~" YnrJ. 

X. l»cnn_"~'I":lIIilt 
'J. .\c\\ .Irn.cy 
10. In,Han:. 
II. Wll~hinglon 

11. "\"C\.\- .\le\ico 
IJ. :\ol",h ('an,linll 

14 \'l'I'UHUH 

15. "'"l1"hfa 
1(,. IlIin(ji~ 

17. Vlinrll":o.<>fa 
IN. I.'Hli'ii:lm.l 
I". \'irginia 
:W. Ohi() 

11. fL·\<t:o. 
n. J)dlll\-;trc 
2J. ('alirorni:.t 
1.... ()klahofUa 
!~. \"c\ :uJa 
1(,. (ulllU'('rinll 

17. \lichi1!<lo 
111. \ 1I!\.\iHI,,·j 

,2<) lun a 

JO .. \ht .. ~land 
31. \\-"i!\~'(ln!\jn 

J1. CollJl'llilo 
.B. ~I~illc 
3-4 •. \l·kan'lt.'l 

J~. \1a~sllchusI;!'US 
JfI. l{hode hland 
.n. ()ri.':.!j)1I 

JX. I»HC"I'f{) I~ku 
Jl). \1 iIi,i:o.siflPi 
-10. "~'hr;,t~I'a 
.. H. "an!'i.<l~ 

·n. Id:lho 
·B. \Iahllm:l 
H. \(O"t;tnll 

-I~. .~UI·th OaJ.o'" 
-Il,. 1 lah 

·P. '\"l'~~ lI:ullp~hi.l·t' 

~X. ....outh J)aknl~ 

-I'). \I"i:olna 

:"iu. \I:, .. kll 
5-1. lIa\\~ii 

~.IiJ.HJ~ 

9U~.(J6J 

IS? .. WU 
:'51,70') 
.\IH.'J511 

"!.\ .. ";"ux 
I,'J:~.(,I'J 

1.11'7 Jill.! 
7./11.0-1') 
(~(J:'.1.\5 

51)7,971 

2f1".~SI 
S5.s.111 

II 1.11 S 
1,:;1}5 .. 2fi4 
1.2q~.1711 

:-H:.~tI)7 

·Ui{i-.~~i, 

~(d .u-' 
1.tJ"":".(J~'J 

!.·VJ.J!I 
H4.S"'~ 

J,~J2,U21 

J'"'1.7XU 
210,117 
.I12.(,:"X 
'r,\.6t,(, 
55X.J"! ~ 
J05.-s211 
::iJ'J,SS? 
:;-1",793 

-l51,'Jf7 
112 .... 22 
2r,J.872 
6 .. 1,0;:\5 

1''''51(1 
.B:I'.tll5-
J%.057 
JII!...JIP 
I Sl., ~:;() 
~XI).',_p 

1..a7,1147 

"-I6.'J.fH 

')".16" 
IU,JJI 

J!"!.j,S~ 

"".11.\5-
X! • .!,~-:' 

:'i'IU."H 
"J.IT.! 

I.!..l,-'Il 
51.'}H 

fl')I.~S 

:\;\UAX 

~1H.77 

:; I -'.'J:' 
4W'.Il1 
,,:.: ... .-1 .. 
-UK."" 
.t'J .... .\U 

,ISJ.6-l 
¥t(,'J.(.,\ 

J·U.JJ 
. .1.41.-1" 
J-l.!.OS 
3"U~(1 
.Ui) . .!~ 
.\2J.':-1 
.~HX.;\(. 

l';~'::-:" 

~5'U,lol 
1r .. tl) 
~11.1I~ 

! I.!.SX 
! 12:..15 
~tI..a.!'7 

~()fI.:·1iI 

1'1'1 .• '\41 

I·'~.:"H 

I'P.O.:! 
)'I.";,f/;\ 

I1N.:."1 
I S(,A') 
1~7.\'! 

I :'it'.j{) 

U" ... J 
IJ .. U,') 
IJJ:15 
ItI-UJ 

'I..J.U" 
... :=;.S(, 

(,7.1J 

6.5JU 
4H.17 
-m.IP 
·HdS 
45.J~ 

.I:'-A\ 

.:!'I . .\X 

.!1i.1.~ 

1'.1 (. 
L\I 
.\.11(, 
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Tahle 12. Estimated tnde.'graduate Grant Dollars per LJllllt'.'gnH(uate Enrollment. hy 
State: 2007-()S 

~' ' . , " "i ;00;,08 ' '" " .. 
~ , 

, l'ndergraduBle 
~ Sta.e ' FTE 

, , [,Umaled UC 
, Cranl Dollars! 

I. Alal'>:UI1,1 
2. ;\I;Hka 
J. :\ri/,)J1;1 

.t. . \rkllh;ls 
:'. (',llill'mi:l 
(., ~,·l,,!'ado 

I. .;!)r,;.·~ 11('(11 

~. ! )l':'II\,j~~' 
.). H.·rr..l.1 
J 'I. ~ n.:lOr;!I" 

II. J "maii 
12. (d.11I11 

U. Jllrnui.~ 

1-1 Jlldi,I11.1 
J;:;. 1(1\'.,1 

I (,. r.:,n;~.l" 

I"', KL':II\I~':"~ 

IN. j ,':l!:-i.ll\;r 

I'}. \ 1:1H1~' 
..!IJ. \l.u: L.IIld 
21. .\b":'<I~hu.~ ... ·lt ... 
1.2. '\-li<:hi~a.u 
23. \·1 jlll\('~nW 
2-1. \lis:.i;,.;ippi 
2~. '\1i:-':'LllIri 
!h. \'10Ili,III.1 

1'7 \d)!:P:"",1 

..!:-I. ,\ ... ·I.llb 

.!'} ,,:'\ I LIll!!"IlIl\' 

.lO. ,\,,:1\ kr:.,:., 

.H. \~v. "I.,.·..;k" 
J2. "\,:\\ )"or;'" 

JJ. ',,;,,1'1); <. ,If,'!!n,l 
3-1. ""'nh 1):1"01:.1 

5~. I thin 
Jfl. I )l.dah~ll:l;1 

3-:', I )(-'i.!"n 

.~N. l\:,ll:~.\;\ ,U~i.1 

J'), 1'la,'rI.> J<k,. 
.. 4.11. I{j;"d..: 1,.I<.J:)d 
.. $I, S\)uth C.lroliua 

·f!. '\oulh I hilota 
.. 0. { ... Ilnt· .... ";.;.: 

..1-4. 1\.'\<1."; 
"",:'. lil,lh 
·H,. \ ~TIIII;,H 
-!-;. Vi"1lI~li:, 

-I~. \\ :bfwlgldl: 
-1<) \\ :,~hl11;.!I"n 1)( 

:'\11, \~ ( ..... ! \ ir,!;:Il;: 

:'1. \\ i';':I'I1...1ll 

51 .. \\'~\'Ining 

IY5.07\) 

IX,()30 
.NO.:n:! 
I()~,gl" 

1..'510 .. -141 
.?O-:-.~I"-:' 

ID.:')(l. 
.~-I.i>qo 

(, IIl.o":' ~ 
.~ 1": .. : lit 
·L~. J ()., 

)/.775 
51(;.IX7 
~63,IJSS 
1:~.%·4 

! ..!'J.x35 
I ~.f. ":'X1 
!h:-.. ~52 

111.51') 
1 'I;.:. 1/)1) 

2'J.~.:' I ~ 
W5.775 
23.1.Ufl.1 
121,X77 
2.f 1.1')0.1 

;/0 !5: 
;{·1.5.''':~ 

11').·,"',1 
~n .. ;~5 

.. ~"·2 ?;N 

X 1.31\9 
xl..1 173 
.~·I8.dX5 

-,"7,H,-/. 
.. 1:'1 XI6 
! 51.~-tH 
].I .. '.il'" 

I\J~. 1M 
(I..~JNII 

1:'X.6h.l 
Yll)02 

2.~(),'JXY 

X:?O •. "i65 
1.~~,Sh!{ 

.~(). ] I, 
~I)' .. '.I r. 
22 1).S.:',.! 

':;(1 \'":/1 

X5.<;""'h 
2.~7A Ii 

.~ 2.·lfll{ 

• NabQll -. "'.' 12.1~1,183 

Slalf 11G FTE 

J. South Can,lina 
1.. (i\.'\lrf!.ia 
J, '1 ~·nllt' .... ,,;.'\!" 
.4. \.'..:\\ Jl'r~~r 
~. l\l·IlIU.;ky 
r., , 
H, 

'I, 

W. 
II. 
12, 

U, 
1-1 
15. 
H" 
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College Participation Rates for 
Students from Low Income Families by State 

FY1993 to FY2006 
The college panicipation rate for 
dependent students from low income 
families was 23.8 percent in 200~·06 
(FY2006). Out of 8.389.184 4th to 
9th graders in I 996-97 from low 
income families. 1,999.373 were 
enrolled in college with Pell Grants by 
200~·06. 

The FY2006 cOllege panicipalion rate 
of 23.8 percent was down from 25.4 
percent in FY2005. down from 25.9 
percent in FY2004 and below the peal< 
of 27.6 percent in FY 1999. 

By comparisoD (he college 
participation rate for 18 10 24 years 
olds without Pen Grants was 45.4 
percenl. This was up from 43.2 
percent in FY200S and 42.7 percent in 
FY2004. 

In fact while tbe conege p&nicipation 
ratc for students from low income 
families has declined by 3.8 
percentage poinrs between FY 1999 
and FY2006. the college panicipatioD 
Tate for 18 (0 24 year olds wj(hout 
Pell Grants increased by 6.2 
percentage points. The gap betweeo 
these two rates was wider in FY2006 
than il has been at anytime since these 
data were first reponed in FY 1993. 

This analysis of college participation 
rates for students from Jow income 
families is an update and extension of 
our previous repOri in 
OPPORTUNITY in February 2007. 
This repon adds FY2006 dala, 
improves data quality for the four 

College Participation Rates by State 
(or Students (rom Low Income Families 

FY2006 
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recipients and studenLs ages 18 to 24 
years who are not Pell Grant 
recipients. The aggregate analysis for 
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AlaskAdvantage™ Education Grant 

The AlaskAdvantage Education Grant program was created by the Alaska legislature to provide 
financial assistance to eligible Alaska students attending qualifying postsecondary educational 
institutions in Alaska. The program was specifically designed to set aside a portion of available grant 
funds as priorfty awards for applicants enrolled in qualifying workforce shortage programs, and for 
applicants demonstrating exceptional academic preparation for higher education (as documented by 
top quartile SAT or ACT scores). 

The AlaskAdvantage Education Grant is a need-based program funded by the Alaska Student Loan 
Corporation, which provides the state match dollars required for participation in the federal LEAP 
program (leverage Educational Assistance Partnership Program). Grant awards range from a 
minimum of $500 to a maximlJ11 of $2,000 per academic year for students who have qualifying UMlet 
fmncial need. . 

All Alaska residents who complete the Free Application for Federal Stt.dent Aid (FAFSAl by April1Sth 

of each year, and who list at least one qualifying Alaska institution of higher education, will be 
considered as having applied for the grant program. Qualifying applicants will be prioritiZed based on 
financial need. Students with the highest financial need will be awarded in order of need until funds 
are exhausted. Atl applicants must complete a new FAFSA each year. 

EligIbility 

• Alaska resident and U. S. citizen or permanent resident alien 
• High school diploma or GED 
• Admitted into an undergraduate degree or vocational certifICate program at a qualifying institution in the 

state of Alaska 
• Minimum half-time enrollment 
• Unmet financial need in 9l:CeSS of $500 
• Not have eamed a baccalaureate degree 
• Meet satiSfactory academic progress standards' 
• Eligible for federal Title IV aid 

How to Apply 

Please note that receMng a grant award in one year does not guarantee that you wHi receive an 
award in subsequent years. In order to be considered eligible each year you must 

1. Complete a federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) between January 1 $1 and ~ril 
15

th
, FAFSAs submitted after the April 15th filing deadline will not be considered. 

You can complete the FAFSA on-line at www.fafsa.ed gov. 
2. If the Student.A.id Report (SAR) generated from your FAFSA shows you meet the residency and finanCial 

need requirements, the Corrvnission will notify you of your potential eligibility. Note that you may be 
required to submit supplemental infonnation for the purpose of determining your award eligibility. 

3. Your school will certify that you are admitted and otherwise eligible. Be sure to apply and enroll as early 
in the year as possible. 

4. Each year, the Commission win process certified grant applications and notify your school if you have 
been awarded an AJaskklvantage Education Grant. 

About Us I Publications I Financial Calculators I Schools In Alaska I FAOs 

Home I Prtvacy Policy I LegalOisclaimer I Site Map I Glossary I Contact Us 

CONTN:TUS 
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AlaskAdvantage Education Grant Program 
Program Year 2009-2010 Summary as of March 12, 2010 

Population Total Total Alaska Eligible 
Characteristic FAFSAs* FAFSAs Population** 
# of Students 21236 17282 5761 
Average Age 27 28 27 
Average AGI $52 115 $53945 $35501 
Average Unmet 

$8,823 $8,469 $10,973 Need 

Certified 8t 
Disbursed 

876 
31 

....t16966 

$14,566 
*Alaska Residents or non-residents Indlcatmg attendance at an Alaska school 
**Alaska residents only; FAFSA flied by deadline and reporting qualifying enrollment and 
need. 

D- b IS ursemen ts b I t tl oy nstl u f d on 0 Atten ance 

School Name Eligible # of Student Total % Total 
Population Rec'!p!enls Disbursed Dollars 

APU 154 3 
~VTEC 113 7 
Ir.areer Academy 117 8 
~harter College 295 43 
lisagvik ColleQe 11 0 
~AA 3,48~ 591 
lld.AF 1 21~ 181 
UAS 333 37 
[Wayland Baptist (AnchorCl~el 30 6 
Total . 5761 876 

ProLected Disbursement Amounts by Funding Source 
Source Total Funds 
General Funds $619520 
Co~oration Funds $500000 
LEAP $49666 
SLEAP $63858 

• Average Unmet Need of Grant Recipient: $14,566 
$ 956 

$13,610 
• Average Grant Amount: 
• Average Post-Award Remaining Unmet Need: 

3/15/2010 

$5000 0.60/, 
12,340 1.5% 
3960 0.5% 

24420 2.9°A 
0 0.0% 

553,875 66.10/0 
19975C 23.8% 
36000 4.3% 

2,310 0.3% 
$837,655 100.0% 

o/a of Total 
50.2% 
40.6% 

4.0% 
5.2% 
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Population 
Cha racterlstlc 
# of Students 
Average ACle 
AveraQe AGI 
Average Unmet 
Need 

AlaskAdvantage Education Grant Program 
Program Year 2008-2009 Summary 

Total Total Alaska Eligible 
FAFSAs* FAFSAs Populatlon** 

17158 14308 4341 
28 28 28 

$51 241 $51442 $33 917 

$7,967 $7,862 $10,160 

*Alaska Residents or non-residents indicating attendance at an Alaska school 

Certified & 
Disbursed 

2106 
30 

25891 

11,523 

**Alaska residents only; FAF5A filed by deadline and reporting qualifying enrollment and 
need. 

f Disbursements by Instltut on 0 Attendance 
Eligible # of Student Total "10 Total School Name Population Recipients Disbursed Dollars 

A.PU 120 32 $40,500 2.0% 

~~ 9 16 23000 1.2 
Career A<:ademy_ 68 7 11,5QO 0.6 
rharter College 13E 69 46,991 2.~ 

lisaclVik College 1 0 0 -~ 
UAA 276.; 1,393 1,282,918 64.9 
~AF 91€ 457 464250 23.5 
UAS 228 124 102250 .~ 
NVavland Baptist (Anchorage} 15 8 6,175 0.3 
Total 4,341 2106 $1,977 584 1000/0 

Disbursement Amounts by Fun di S ng ource 
Source Total Funds 010 of Total 
General Funds $1,306,113 66.1% 
Corporation Funds 561922 28.4 
LEAP 47762 2.4 
SLEAP 61,437 3.1 
Donation (Anonymous) 350 0.0 

* Corporation funding consisted of: LEAP Match ($ 47,762), SLEAP Match ($122,874), Over­
match ($391,286). 

Dis b ursements by Income Leve 
.. O~pe!!dli!hCY· .. ' '. ·il1'c:oi1i~ (!illel Number Of . .. ' 

Amount DisburSed · ,status" . Studtiiits . 
Dependent $0 to $19,999 106 $102354 
Dependent $20 000 to $39 999 158 148070 
Del2endent j40 000 and Over 261 261447 

Independent $0 to $19 999 833 798275 
Ind~endent $20 000 to $39~99 496 438502 
Independent $40 000 and Over 252 228835 

• Average Unmet Need: $11,523 
• Average Grant: $ 939 
• Average Post-Award Remaining Unmet Need: $10,584 

3/15/2010 
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PopulatIon 
CharacterIstIc 
# of Students 
Averaqe Aqe 
AveraQe AGI 
Average Unmet 
Need 

AlaskAdvantage Education Grant Program 
Program Year 2007-2008 Summary 

Total Total Alaska EligIble 
FAFSAs* FAFSAs Population** 

15136 12L 696 4552 
29 29 29 

$48667 $49301 $34398 

$9,320 $9,109 $10,520 

'"Alaska Residents or non-residents indicating attendance at an Alaska school 

CertifIed Be 
Disbursed 

672 
33 

_$1 Z, 346 

$13,043 
--

*'"Alaska residents only; FAFSA flied by deadline and reporting qualifying enrollment and 
need. 

Disbursements bv InstItutIon of Attendance 

~chool Name EligIble # of Student Total Ofo Total 
Population Recipients Disbursed Dollars 

~PU 15C 8 $10,500 1.5% 
AVTEC 85 3 3,000 0.5"1< 
<-areer Academy 72 2 3,000 0.5OA 
Charter College 70 23 20,949 3.1°A 
lisagvik College € 1 500 O.loA 

UAA 2,988 52~ 528,250 78.8% 
UAF 903 73 70,000 10.4% 
UAS 240 27 27,250 4.1% 
Wayland Baptist (Anchorage) 38 11 6,825 1.0% 
Total 4,552 672 $670,274 100% 

1 Disbursement Amounts bv Fundlnq Source - PY0607 
Source Total Funds 010 of Total 
Corporation Funds $558,891 83.40/0 

LEAP $48,399 7.2% 
SLEAP $62,984 9.4% 

* Corporation funding consisted of: LEAP Match ($48,399), SLEAP Match ($125,968), Over­
match ($384,524). 

LEAP/SLEAP - Disbursements bv Income Level 

:;Ii~~:tue:~' ; .- ' . 
In~in'~ttjV¢I' . Number Of·' Amount Disbursed Students 

Dependent $0 to $19 999 3 $2500 
Dependent $20 000 to $39 999 8 $7250 
Deoendent $40 000 and Over 1 $~OOO 

Indep.endent _$0 to $19 999 450 $449,719 
Independent I $20 000 to $39 999 150 $152565 
Independent $40 000 and Over 60 $55240 

• Average Unmet Need of Grant Recipient: $13,043 
• Average Grant Amount: $ 997 
• Average Post-Award Remaining Unmet Need:$12,046 

3,115/2010 
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Population 
Characteristic 
# of Students 
Average Age 
Average AGI 
Average Unmet 
Need 

AlaskAdvantage Education Grant Program 
Program Year 2006-2007 Summary 

Total Total Alaska Eligible 
FAFSAs* FAFSAs PODulatlon** 

16,091 13,640 4,359 
30 30 31 

$46,235 $46,514 $32,042 

$8,142 $8,263 $10,075 

*Alaska Residents or non-residents mdlcatlng attendance at an Alaska school 

Certified &. 
Disbursed 

581 

35 
$14,337 

$12,237 

**Alaska residents only; FAFSA filed by deadline and reporting qualifying enrollment and 
need. 

b f Dis ursements bV Instltut on 0 Attendance 

School Name Eligible # of Student Total % Total 
Population Recipients Disbursed Dollars 

APU 18! 26 $29,639 5.0% 
AVfEC llE 8 7,500 1.3% 
Career Academy 6C 3 4,000 0.7% 
tharter College 87 7 11,750 2.0% 
lisagvlk College 16 ( 0 0.0% 

~AA 2,817 40: 412,000 70.2% 

!JAF 806 10C 92,500 15.8% 
UAS 251 28 24,250 4.1% 
)Nayland Baptist (Anchorage) 19 4 5,000 0.9% 

Tota 4,359 581 $586,639 100% 

Disbursement Amounts by Funding Source 
Source Total Funds % of Total 
Corporation Funds* $458,846 78.2% 

LEAP $47,793 8.2% 

SLEAP $80,000 13.6% 
* Corporation funding conSisted of: LEAP Match ($47,793); SLEAP Match ($160,000), Over­
match ($251,043) 

LEAP{SLEAP - Disbursements b~Income Level 

Amount Disbursed 

Dependent ..iO to $19 999 2 
Dependent I $20L OOO to $39,999 3 $3,750 

Independent $0 to $19 999 426 $427 139 
Independent $20 000 to $39 999 118 $119000 
Indeoendent ! $40 000 and Over 32 $33750 

• Average Unmet Need of Grant Recipients: $12,237 
• Average Grant Amount: $ 1,010 
• Average Post-Award Remaining Unmet Need:$11,227 

3/15/2010 
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adn.com 
Anchorage Dally News 

Proposed gas line projects face in-state labor shortfall 
LABOR CRUNCH: State seeks to ramp up training as work force gets grayer. 
By ELIZABETH BLUEMINK 
ebluemink@adn.com 

(03/29/1022:34:58) 

The Alaska labor force may be headed for a historic test: building a North Slope gas pipeline. 

Print Page I Close Window I 

But it remains an open question how many of those thousands of high-paying jobs could be filled by state residents 
versus nonresidents. 

Even if the long-sought gas line linking the Slope's vast gas deposits to lower 48 markets is delayed for years, Alaska 
faces a labor crunch. Many workers in the state's major industries are nearing retirement age. 

"We do know there's a gap," said Gerry Andrews, who runs the Alaska Department of Labor's gas·line job education and 
training initiative. 

Under the proposed timeilne for gas line construction, many of the skilled workers needed for such a project •• welders, 
truck drivers and engineers, to name a few·· will retire before it begins, economists say. 

Even though no one has committed to build a gas line yet, the labor Department is under a legal mandate to prepare 
Alaskans for jobs in construction and operation of the pipeline. 

The mandate was set three years ago by the Palin administration when it Signed the Alaska Gasline Inducement Act. But 
for years, some educators and in the state's construction industry had been beating the drum for better training 
opportunities. 

"There's a grave concern about our work force," said Rick Rios, the Anchorage School District's coordinator of career and 
technical education. 

RAISING STUDENTS 

RiOS is part of the statewide push to better prepare students for gas line jobs and reverse the aging of the state's work 
force. He said he's already seeing a few results. Three years ago, he said, the state funded one construction academy to 
provide hands-on training for high school students in Anchorage. Now, legislative funding has expanded construction 
academies to five school districts, with nearly 1,000 students signed up for classes this year. 

RioS said the students he talks to are eager for work. "We had 20 seniors sign up for a (carpentry) institute over spring 
break .. an eight-day, intenSive study," Rios said. 

''They gave up their whole break for the 60 hours to be prepared for a job," he said. 

Engineers are also in high demand for future pipeline work. Even now, the state is already facing a dire shortage of 
engineers, industry officials said last week. 

An estimated 35 percent of the engineers in some disciplines in Alaska are nonreSidents, according to the University of 
Alaska. StateWide, the university system is seeking to double the amount of its graduating engineers by 2014. 

''That probably doesn't even touch what's needed," said Todd Bergman, a former state educator who now runs the Alaska 
Process Industry Careers Consortium, which assesses work force needs for the oil, gas and mining industries, among 
others. 

TRAINING ADULTS 

Unions In Alaska said they are trying to boost the number of the people they train despite the slow economy. 

Charles Engblom, apprenticeship coordinator for the Ironworkers Local 751 in Anchorage, said his union has 70 fewer 
apprentices in Alaska than it might need for a gas line project, based on some rough numbers he received from the state 
over a year ago. 

"We've got right about now 50 apprentices," he said. 

He said he's gearing the program to "hopefully" handle the amount of apprentices needed for a pipeline project, but he 

3/30/2010 12:21 PM 
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pointed out that for now, there aren't a lot of new jobs to put them in. "Last year was lean for us and this work season is 
similar to last year." he said. 

MEETING THE MANDATE 

Since Palin signed AGIA, the labor Department has identified 113 occupations -- from pile-drivers to paramedics -- that 
would be needed for gas-line construction and operation. 

Here are some other things the department has done relating to its gas-line mandate: 

• Worked with other government officials, private industry, and unions to establish training academies for people 
interested in careers in construction and engineering. 

• With the Alaska Department of Education, began designing a plan to streamline the state's career-training for kids and 
adults. 

• Assisted with the creation of new apprenticeship programs, induding electrical and drilling. 

But the Labor Department is still lacking some key information to meet its mandate. 

Just how many jobs are needed for a pipeline project? Previous estimates have ranged widely, from 4,500 to 9,000. 

TWo North Slope gas line proposals are now being pursued by pipeline companies. More recently, the state has begun 
talking about building a smaller-diameter gas line from the North Slope to the Railbelt to supply the region's energy 
needs. 

]n general, it doesn't matter if a long-sought pipeline ends In Canada or Alaska. Or, if the state first builds a smaller, 
in-state pipeline that ends somewhere in SouthcentraJ. Any of the projects will require lots of people to dig dirt, weld 
pipe, cook camp food, and drive trucks. And a lot of people to operate and maintain the line for decades. 

The state has asked the competing pipeline companies to submit their manpower needs for pipeline construction and 
operation for a line from the North Slope to Alberta, canada or from the North Slope to Valdez. 

The Labor Department expects to have that information by the middle of July, Andrews said. 

From that, the labor Department can crunch numbers to determine how many jobs of those jobs can be filled from the 
state's existing work force, Andrews said. 

State and industry offiCials agree that gas line construction will bring nonresident workers to Alaska. But, they said, the 
work conditions will be different than the hectic 1970s construction of the tranS-Alaska oil pipeline, when thousands of 
nonresidents moved to the state. 

For several reasons, they say, the peak work force for building a gas line will probably be smaller than the 28,000 people 
required for the oil pipeline. Depending on how it is built, the gas line may not require bulldozing a new right-of-way. The 
gas line will also offer less jobs over its life span, too. Since the gas would be pressurized, there would be no need to build 
and maintain a series of pump stations along its path. 

On the other hand, gas-line construction jobs will last longer than the trans-Alaska oil pipeline construction jobs, Andrews 
said. 

"Instead of a two-year window, it will be spread over a longer period/, he said. 

"We will use less individuals building this at anyone time, but more man days," he said. 

Training for oil industry jobs 

Training opportunities for gas-pipeline-related construction jobs and careers: 

• Alaska Construction Academy: Training courses for high school and adults available in five Alaska school districts. 

• King Career Center: Course work for Anchorage high school students to prepare them for various careers; for those 
eligible, on-the-job training and college credit. 

• Alaska Works Partnership: Union-supported gateway to construction and pipeline-related apprenticeships. 

• Alaska Vocational Technical Education Center: technical certificate programs for many job fields. 

• Alaska Process Industry Careers Consortium: career guidance and school-based training to support oil, gas, mining, 
seafood processing and other major industries. 

31301201012:21 PM 
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March 19, 2009 

Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capitol, Room 103 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Dear Senator Ellis, 

Many Traditions One Alaska 

via e-mail nick_ffioe@legis.state.ak.us 

The University of Alaska provides hundreds of robust programs at campuses across the state, with 
certificates and degrees geared to meet the current needs of Alaska - petroleum technicians, 
teachers, engineers, nurses, and more. 

However, there is insufficient financial aid available to help these students achieve their goals. The 
current economy is widening that financial divide. Access to education is especially critical for 
Alaska's first generation and low-income college students. Unfortunately, Alaska is 51st among 
other states and the District of Columbia in college-bound rates of low-income youth (FY 1994 to 
FY2005). 

This year the University has responded to this tremendous need by awarding $818K from its annual 
budget in grants to students. In addition the Alaska Student Loan Corporation and, through your 
advocacy, the State of Alaska has funded ACPE's program - the AlaskaAdvantage education grant 
with total funding of approximately $1.25 million. This is a good start; however for Alaska to reach 
the average needs-based grant expenditure of other states, nearly $7 million is required annually. 
Alaska must continue to invest in need-based financial aid programs. 

The Alaska Achievers' Incentive Scholarship Program (SB33) was developed by the Coalition of 
Student Leaders at the University of Alaska. Enjoying the full support by both the students and 
administration of the university, this program would offer substantial need-based relief to eligible, 
high-achieving students. By directing funds to those students earning a 2.5 GPA or higher, this 
program will not only provide access to those with economic need, but it will also serve to shore up 
tlie future leadership of our state. If they graduate from the University of Alaska, they most always 
stay in Alaska. 

If I can answer any questions or be of any further service, please contact me. 
Thank you, 

Mark R. Hamilton, President 
University of Alaska System 



2608 

liaSkAdVantag.,. Programs 
ftlaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

May 7, 2008 

Today the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE) has released a report 
entitled Making Alaska More Competitive by Preparing Citizens for College and Career. The 
report contains Alaska's recent high school dropout rates related to ninth graders, as well as the 
percentage who successfully complete a collegiate program of study within 150 percent of the 
regular time to complete. These statistics show Alaska at the bottom in educational performance 
indicators in the nation. For every 50 ninth graders, 31 graduate from high school; 14 go to 
college: nine return for their sophomore year; and only three receive a degree within six years. 

The report was written by Dr. Ron Phipps of the Institute for Higher Education Policy in 
Washington, D.C. In conjunction with the report's development, ACPE partnered with the 
National College Access Network to survey various stakeholders to better understand the 
postsecondary access and success climate in Alaska. The major findings ofthis research are: 
I) a college-going culture does not exist in Alaska; and, 2) the relationship between Alaska's 
workforce needs and postsecondary education is not widely recognized. 

Making Alaska More Competitive provides compelling evidence that improving access to and 
participation and success in postsecondary programs, both collegiate and vocational, is key to a 
strong future for Alaska and her citizens. It also outlines several recommendations and potential 
strategies for improving educational outcomes in Alaska, and helping students acquire the 
knowledge and ability to succeed in postsecondary education and in their careers. 

For more information, please e-mail collegeandcareer@alaska.gov. 

907.269.7980 

Filii 907169.1991 

www.sti!le.ak.us/aqt< 

107 H Street. sutt. 20ti, Hndlerage, ftlaslla 995111-3600 
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FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH 

16 RESOLUTION NO. 2009 - 03 
17 

Joseph Blanchard 
Bill Stringer 

Tammie Wilson 
Mike Musick 

Luke Hopkins 
Nadine Winters 

Kelly Brown 
Guy Sattley 

Tim Beck 
02/12/09 
02/12/09 

18 A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL 33 "AN ACT CREATING A 
19 POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP GRANT PROGRAM FOR ALASKA RESIDENTS 
20 BASED ON HIGH ACHIEVEMENTS AND FINANCIAL NEED" AND SUPPORTING THE 
21 EFFORTS OF THE "COALITION OF STUDENT LEADERS" AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
22 ALASKA 
23 
24 WHEREAS, Senate Bill 33, sponsored by Senator Ellis, would establish 
25 the Alaska Achievers Incentive Scholarship Program (AAIP) to provide an additional 
26 source of financial assistance to defray the costs of attending a qualifying 
27 postsecondary institution for academically successful students who also demonstrate 
28 financial need and who wish to seek further education; and 
29 
30 WHEREAS, this same bill language has previously existed in the 25th 

31 Alaska State Legislative as HB 397 and HB 403 by Representative Guttenberg of the 
32 Interior Delegation; and 
33 
34 WHEREAS, the Coalition of Student Leaders (CSL) is a statewide 
35 organization of collegiate student governments, which advocates issues on behalf of 
36 over 30,000 students in the University of Alaska System; and 
37 
38 WHEREAS, the main advocacy efforts of CSL for 2009 center around the 
39 AAIP, which would provide a state-funded scholarship program with both merit and 
40 needs-based components to enhance access to the University of Alaska System; and 
41 
42 
43 WHEREAS, this program is unique because it was designed, written, and 
44 advocated by students for students and has the support of the University of Alaska 
45 administration. 
46 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough supports AAIP and SB 33 and the efforts of the Coalition 
of Student Leaders. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Assembly of the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough supports enhanced access to post-secondary education. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and the Alaska State Legislature. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 12TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2009. 

ATTEST: 

Mon Lisa Drexler, MM 
Municipal Borough Clerk 

d#f<........ OS 
/Nadlne Winters 

Presiding Officer 

Ayes: Brown, Beck, Blanchard II, Musick, Sattley, Stringer, Hopkins, Wilson, Winters 
Noes: None 

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Alaska RESOLUTION NO. 2009· 03 
Page 2 of 2 
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February 10, 2009 

Juneau Legislative Infonnation Office 
The Honorable Johnny Ellis 
State Capitol 
Juneau,Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Ellis: 

VIA FAX 

This letter serves as the Patrick F. Taylor Foundi..rion official endorsement of 
Alaska's Achiever's Incentive Scholarship Program, based on high achievement and 
financial need, SenaJe Bill No. 33. This Bill is a first step in establishing a 
comprehensive scholarship program for Alaska young people to pursue a postsecondary 
education. There is no greater investment of the state financial resources then that of 
educating the young people who will be the future leadels of the great State of Alaska. 

Senate Bill No. 33 should be enacted now, with lile understanding that, like all 
legislation, that the Bill will be improved with further le!~slation over time to create a 
more comprehensive program, which will be open to all .!tudents who meet certain 
established criteria. The goal is to encourage all studentl, to take a more rigorous 
curriculum in order to be adequately prepared to pursue 1 heir postsecondary education. 
The objective of preparing students is, not only to enroll, but to graduate in their chosen 
fields. 

We, at the Parrick F. Taylor Foundation, are ready to assist you in the passage, 
implementation, and monitoring of thls legislation at our own expense. 

Please feel free to contact the Patrick F. Taylor Foundation ifwe can assist with 
this most important endeavor! 

Sincerely, 

~/t:A~-
l:;:e~ A. Caillier 
Executive Director 

]AC/glw 

ONE LEE <;IRCLE • NEW ORJ.<AN~. LOUI~IANA 701)0· (504) ,89-<>,55 

r. UUL 
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February 9,2009 

Senate Committee on Education and Finance 

Senator Ellis 

State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Dear Senator Ellis, 

I am an international student at Kodiak College and the President of the student government here in 

Kodiak. I came to Kodiak as a high school student and decided I would like to go to college in the United 

States. By doing so, I agreed on paying for my tuition and other expenses. In order to do that, I had to 

get a student loan from my home country Germany. 

I am one of many students here in Kodiak who have to struggle hard to stay a full time student and pay 

for tuition and other expenses like books, fees, etc. The tuition expenses are high (especially for out of 

state students) and many student cannot afford to take all the classes they would like to take. Many of 

those may not even finish their college degree they wanted to get because of their financial need. 

Senate Bill 33 would not affect me personally because I am, as an international student, not FAFSA 

eligible but I know a great amount of people who would highly appreciate financial help through more 

scholarships and grants. I ask you to keep supporting this very important bill and hope that there will be 

more funding for students with financial need. 

Sincerely, 

Fabian Philipp 

President of the Student Government at Kodiak College 

3147 Arctic Tern Street 

Kodiak, AK 99615 

(907) 942-5094 

Fabian.philipp@gmail.com 
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Presented by; The Manager 
Introduced: 02/23/2009 
DI'afted by: ,J. W. HartJe 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA 

Serial No. 2462 

A Resolution Expressing Assembly Support for Senate Bill 33 
and House Bill 94, Creating a Postsecondary Scholarship 
Program for Alaska Residents Based on High Achievement 
and Financial Need, and Expressing Support for the Efforts of 
the "Coalition of Stu dent Leaders" at the University of Alaska. 

WHEHEAS, House Bill 94 and Senate Bill 33 would establish the Alaska Achievers 
Incentive Scholarship Program (AAIP) to provide an additional source of financial 
assistance to defray the costs of attending a qualifying postsecondary institution for 
academically successful students who also demonstrate financial need; and 

WHEHEAS, the Coalition of Student Leaders (CSL) is a statewide organization of 
collegiate student govemments, which advocates issues on behalf of over 30,000 
students in the University of Alaska System; Hnd 

WHEHEAS, the main advocacy efforts of' CSL for 2009 center around the AAIP, 
which would provide a state-funded scholarship program with both merit and needs­
based components to enhance access to the University of Alaska System; and 

WHEREAS. this program is unique because it was designed, written, and advocated 
by students for students, and has the support of the University of Alaska 
administration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY TIm ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH 
01' ,JUNJ<;AlJ, ALASKA: 

Section 1. That the Assembly of the City and Borough of Juneau hereby 
expresses its support for AAIP, Senate Bill 3:3 and HB 94, and the efforts of the 
Coalition of Student Leaders. 

Section 2. That the Assembly of the City and Borough supports enhanced access 
to postsecondary education. . 
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Section 3. That copies of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Governor 
Sarah Palin, and the Alaska State Legislature. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon 
adoption. 

A'op~' ,hi, 23'" '''' ofF,b,o"", 200~,,~,() 

. Bruce Botelho, Mayor 

Attest: 

Res. 2462 
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WORK DRAFT 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 33( ) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY 

Offered: 
Referred: 

Sponsor(s): SENATORS ELLIS, Paskvan, Thomas, McGuire, Stevens 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

26-LS02I 9\W 
Mischel 
3/31110 

1 "An Act relating to the AlaskaAdvantage Education Grant Program; and establishing 

2 loan forgiveness for eligible applicants." 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 * Section 1. AS 14.43.400 is amended to read: 

5 Sec. 14.43.400. Purpose; creation. There is created the AlaskAdvantage 

6 education grant and loan forgiveness program to provide financial assistance to 

7 eligible students to enable them to attend, !!! [OR] continue their attendance at, J!!...!!! 

8 forgive loans made to them by the state for attendance at postsecondary 

9 educational institutions. Funds designated by the corporation or appropriated for this 

10 program may be used as matching funds for the state's participation in the federal 

11 grant program under 20 U.S.C. 1070c - 1070c-4. 

12 * Sec. 2. AS 14.43.405(a) is amended to read: 

13 (a) The AlaskAdvantage education grant and loan forgiveness program 

14 created under AS 14.43.400 - 14.43.420 shall be administered by the executive 
,-

-1- eSSB 33( ) 
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-LS02191W 

director of the commission. 

* Sec. 3. AS 14.43.410(a) is amended to read: 

(a) The funds for the payment of grants from AlaskAdvantage education 

grant and loan forgiveness program may be allocated to eligible students in 

accordance with the provisions of the federal grant program under 20 u.s.c. 1070c-

1070c-4 and regulations adopted under AS 14.43.105 and 14.43.405. 

* Sec. 4. AS 14.43.410 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(c) The commission shall annually distribute not less than $10,000,000 or, if 

available funding from appropriations and other sources is less than that amount, the 

full amount available ·'in grants and loan forgiveness awards on behalf of eligible 

students under AS 14.43.415. Payments shall be made directly to the postsecondary or 

lending institution if feasible. 

* Sec. S. AS 14.43.415(b) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

(b) The commission shall give an applicant eligible under (a) or (e) of this 

section priority for a grant or loan forgiveness award if that applicant 

(1) is, or is about to be, enrolled in a postsecondary education program 

that prepares the applicant for employment in an occupation or profession for which 

there is a severe shortage of trained individuals in the state; 

(2) has completed a postsecondary education program within the four 

years preceding an application for loan forgiveness and is employed in the state in an 

occupation or profession for which there is a severe shortage of trained individuals in 

this state; or 

(3) has achieved a cumulative grade point average at the postsecondary 

institution at which the student is or was enrolled of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 grade point 

scale, with a higher priority for students who achieved a cumulative grade point 

average of 3.5 or above. 

* Sec. 6. AS 14.43.415 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(d) In addition to the priorities required under (b) of this section, the 

commission may give an applicant priority for a grant award if that applicant has 

participated in a secondary education program of study that can be demonstrated to the 

commission to be a predictor for success at the postsecondary education level for a 

CSSB33( ) -2-
New Text underlined {DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



I 

.J 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

L 

2617 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-LS02191W 

program of study described in (b)(I) of this section. 

(e) A portion of a loan made by the state in an amount that is equal to the 

amount of a grant for which a student was or would have been eligible under (a) of 

this section shall be forgiven by the state for a person who 

(J) is a resident of the state; 

(2) has completed within the four years preceding the application for 

loan forgiveness a postsecondary education program that is eligible to participate in 

federal financial aid programs under 20 U.S.C. 1070 - 1099c-2, as amended, and that 

is located in the state; and 

(3) has an outstanding balance on the loan and has not defaulted on the 

loan repayments. 

(f) Forgiveness under (e) of this section is subject to appropriation by the 

legislature. Money obtained from the sale of bonds by the corporation under 

AS 14.42.220 may not be appropriated for the forgiveness ofloans. 

(g) In this section, 

(J) "occupation or profession" means a job for which specific 

postsecondary certification is a prerequisite for entry-level placement; 

(2) "severe shortage" means a current or recurring job vacancy rate of 

15 percent or greater, as determined by the Department of Labor and Workforce 

Development or by another workforce data source determined reliable by the 

commission. 

* Sec. 7. AS 14.43.420(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A grant or loan forgiveness made under AS 14.43.400 - 14.43.420 may 

not be in an amount less than $1,000 [$500] nor more than $5,000 [$2,000] for each 

school year. 

* Sec. 8. AS 14.43.420(c) is amended to read: 

(c) A student may receive not more than a total of $20,000 [$8,000] in grants 

or loan forgiveness awarded under AS 14.43.400 - 14.43.420. 

* Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read: 

REVISOR'S INSTRUcrION. The revisor of statutes is instructed to change the 

-3- CSSB 33( ) 
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1 heading of art. 8 of AS 14.43 from "AlaskAdvantage Education Grant Program" to 

2 "AlaskAdvantage Education Grant and Loan Forgiveness Program." 

CSSB33( ) 4-
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