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SCS for CS for House Bill No. 134 (RES) 
An Act relating to tenns and conditions of commercial passenger vessel permits 

for wastewater discharges 

The Senate Resources Committee Substitute for HB 134 represents a continuing effort 
to reach a compromise to address the issue of permits for wastewater discharges from 
large commercial passenger vessels known as cruise ships. 

In 2006, Alaska voters approved the cruise ship initiative that amended the law to 
require vessels to meet water quality standards at the point of discharge. Municipal 
wastewater systems and discharges from other commercial entities commonly use 
mixing zones, and smaller-sized vessels in Alaska are exempt. 

In 2008, the Department of Environmental Conservation issued a general permit for all 
large cruise ships that provided a two-year period for vessels to meet standards at the 
point of discharge. DEC has also conducted a cruise ship technology conference on 
available treatments for discharges of armnonia and dissolved metals. 

All sides on this issue agree that technology is unavailable now· for onboard treatment 
of wastewater that allows vessels to meet all water quality standards at the point of 
discharge. 

This bill addresses how the agency will permit wastewater discharges from vessels to 
allow for the time it takes to get the technology developed and installed onboard. It is 
important to keep in mind that cruise ships discharge cleaner wastewater than most 
municipalities, commercial entities, and all other Alaska vessels. 

The Senate Resources Committee version ofHB 134 places a sunset date of January 1, 
2015 on the provisions in the bill that provide an exception to the "point of discharge" 
requirement for meeting water quality standards. 
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DATE: 4/11/09 

SEI'.ATE FINANCE COMMITIEE RE .... ORT 

FURTHER: 

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: 

Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 134(RES) 

HB 134 CRUISE SHIP WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMITS 

"An Act relating to the terms and conditions of commercial passenger vessel permits for the discharge of 
graywater, treated sewage, and other wastewater; establishing a science advisory panel on wastewater 
treatment and effluent quality in the Department of Environmental Conservation; and providing for an 
effective date." 

and recommends: 

[oJ I be replaced with [J I SCS or [ ICS 

[ I adopt previous [ I SCS or [ ICS 
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FISCAL NOTE 

ST A TE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 134(CRA) 

(H) Publish Date: 2/18/09 

Identifier (file name): HB134-DEC-WQ-02-13-09 Dept Affected: Environ. Conservation 
-i;T"'it"le="'-'='-"'==-=="c<'r"u';':,s':-e"S;':h=-ip'::W~a'::st"e"'w'-a"'te-r""D""is-c-:"h-a-rg-e-,P""e-r-m""it-s----RDU Division of Water 

c:::::::::::,-----------;;-::::::::::::;-:;;:-:::-;::;:::=--------Component Water Quality 
Sponsor Representative Harris 
Requester ___ :..:H"o::;us"e':-C=om=m~ue:n"'ity'_"an"'d'-!..!R"eg"'i"o"'na"'I_'"A.::.ff'"a"ir"-s.::C",o"m.::.m",i"tte,,,e:-__ Component Number 2062 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE tN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF /Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interaaenov Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 

HB 134 has no fiscal impact on the Department of Environmental Conservation. 

Prepared by: Lynn J. Tomich Kent 
Division Water 

Approved by: Dan Easton 
Deputy Commissioner 

(Revised 911012008 OMS) 

Phone (907) 269-7599 
Datemme 2113/09 3:00 PM 

Date 2113/2009 
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OFFERED IN THE SENATE 
TO CS HBI34 (RES) 

Page 3, line II 

AMENDMENT P. , 

Insert after "using" "economically feasible" 

Page 3, line 13 
Delete "and economically feasible" 

Page 3, line 18 
Insert after "use of' "economically feasible" 

Page 3, lines 19-20 
Delete "and economically feasible" 

Page 4, line 29 
Insert after "additional" "economically feasible" 

Page 4, lines 30-31 
Delete "and economically feasible" 
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 134(FIN) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Offered: 
Referred: 

WORK DRAFT 

26-LS0570\D 
Bullard 
4114/09 

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES HARRIS, Kelly, Millett, Jobansen, Foster, Kener, Cbenault, Cogbill, 
Johnson, Wilson, Munoz, Hawker, Dahlstrom 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the terms and conditions of commercial passenger vessel permits for 

2 the discharge of graywater, treated sewage, and other wastewater; establishing a science 

3 advisory panel on wastewater treatment and effluent quality in the Department of 

4 Environmental Conservation; and providing for an effective date." 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

7 to read: 

8 LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent ofthe legislature that the minimum standards 

9 for the terms and conditions of wastewater discharge permits for large commercial passenger 

10 vessels meet all applicable state and federal effluent limits or standards, including Alaska 

II Water Quality Standards, governing pollution at the point of discharge. The Department of 

12 Environmental Conservation shall establish and consult with a science advisory panel on 

13 wastewater treatment to evaluate the most technologically effective and economically feasible 

14 treatment options. 

-1- SCS CSHB 134(FIN) 
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* Sec. 2. AS 46.03.462(b) is amended to read: 

(b) The minimum standard terms and conditions for all discharge permits 

authorized under this section require that the owner or operator 

(1) may not discharge untreated sewage, treated sewage, graywater, or 

other wastewaters in a manner that violates any applicable effluent limits or standards 

under state or federal law, including Alaska Water Quality Standards governing 

pollution at the point of discharge, except as provided in (e) ofthis section; 

(2) shall maintain records and provide the reports required under 

AS 46.03.465(a); 

(3) shall collect and test samples as required under AS 46.03.465(b) 

and (d) and provide the reports with respect those samples required by 

AS 46.03.475(c); 

(4) shall report discharges in accordance with AS 46.03.475(a); 

(5) shall allow the department access to the vessel at the time samples 

are taken under AS 46.03.465 for purposes of taking the samples or for purposes of 

verifying the integrity of the sampling process; and 

(6) shall submit records, notices, and reports to the department in 

accordance with AS 46.03.475(b), (d), and (e). 

* Sec. 3. AS 46.03.462(b), as amended by sec. 2 of this Act, is amended to read: 

(b) The minimum standard terms and conditions for all discharge permits 

authorized under this section require that the owner or operator 

(I) may not discharge untreated sewage, treated sewage, graywater, or 

other wastewaters in a manner that violates any applicable effluent limits or standards 

under state or federal law, including Alaska Water Quality Standards governing 

pollution at the point of discharge [, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN (e) OF THIS 

SECTION]; 

(2) shall maintain records and provide the reports required under 

AS 46.03.465(a); 

(3) shall collect and test samples as required under AS 46.03.465(b) 

and (d) and provide the reports with respect those samples required by 

AS 46.03.475(c); 

SCS CSHB 134(FIN) -2-
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-LSOS70\D 

(4) shall report discharges in accordance with AS 46.03.475(a); 

2 (5) shall allow the department access to the vessel. at the time samples 

3 are taken under AS 46.03.465 for purposes of taking the samples or for purposes of 

4 verifying the integrity of the sampling process; and 

5 (6) shall submit records, notices, and reports to the department in 

6 accordance with AS 46.03.475(b), (d), and (e). 

7 . * Sec. 4. AS 46.03.462 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

8 (e) When issuing, reissuing, renewing, or modifYing a permit required under 

9 (a)(I) of this section, the department may include effluent limits or standards less 

10 stringent than those required under (b)( I) of this section for not more than three years 

11 duration if the department finds that a permittee is using methods of pollution 

12 prevention, control and treatment the department considers to be the most 

I3 technologically effective and economically feasible in controlling all wastes and other 

14 substances in the discharge but is unable to achieve compliance with Alaska Water 

15 Quality Standards at the point of discharge. 

16' (f) In developing an effluent limit or standard under (e) of this section, the 

17 department shall 
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(1) require use of methods of pollution prevention, control, and 

treatment the department finds to be the most technologically effective and 

economically feasible; and 

(2) apply all other applicable provisions of state law and this section. 

(g) When reissuing, renewing, or modifying a permit required under this 

section that was issued after the effective date of this bill section, the department may 

not include effluent limits or standards less stringent than the comparable effluent 

limitations in a previous permit issued under this section. 

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the 

department to 

(1) restrict the areas in which discharges permitted under this section 

may occur; or 

(2) impose additional terms and conditions on the manner in which 

discharges permitted under this section may be made in a specific area. 

-3- ses eSHB 134(FIN) 
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* Sec. 5. AS 46.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

Sec. 46.03.464. Advisory panel on wastewater treatment; commissioner's 

reports to the legislature. (a) A science advisory panel is established in the 

department. The panel consists of 11 members selected by the commissioner. 

Members of the panel serve without compensation but are entitled to transportation 

expenses and per diem as authorized for members of boards and commissions under 

AS 39.20.180. Each of the individuals the commissioner selects will serve for up to a 

six-year period and have expertise in the design, operation, or function of wastewater 

management and treatment systems; among the II panel members, the commissioner 

shall select at least one individual from each of the following groups: 

matters. 

(I) coastal community domestic wastewater management; 

(2) cruise ship industry; 

(3) commercial fishing industry; and 

(4) a nongovernmental organization with an interest in water quality 

(b) The panel shall 

(I) meet at the call of the commissioner and give public notice of 

meetings of the panel as required under AS 44.62.310 and 44.62.312; 

(2) hold one or more public conferences or workshops before 2013, 

with at least one public conference or workshop to be held between January I, 2013, 

and January 1,2015, if the department issues, renews, or modifies a permit required 

under AS 46.03.462(a)(l) after January I, 2012; and 

(3) assist and advise the commissioner in conducting the analyses and 

preparing the reports required in (c) and (d) of this section. 

(c) On or before January 1,2013, the commissioner, in consultation with the 

panel, shall provide a preliminary report to the legislature that summarizes 

(I) methods of pollution prevention, control, and treatment in use and 

the level of effluent quality achieved by commercial passenger vessels; 

(2) additional methods of pollution prevention, control, and treatment 

that could be employed to provide the most technologically effective and 

economically feasible measures to control all wastes and other substances in the 

SCS CSHB 134(FIN) -4-
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1 discharge; and 

2 (3) the environmental benefit and cost of implementing additional 

3 methods of pollution prevention, control, and treatment identified in (2) of this 

4 subsection, 

5 (d) On or before January 1, 2015, the commissioner, in consultation with the 

6 panel, shall provide a final report to the legislature that includes the topics identified in 

7 (c)(1 ) - (3) of this section! 

8 * Sec. 6. AS 46,03,465 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

9 (h) On request, the owner or operator of a commercial passenger vessel 

10 discharging wastewater under AS 46,03,462(b) shall provide the department with 

11 information relating to wastewater treatment, pollution avoidance, and pollution 

12 reduction measures used on the vessel, including testing and evaluation procedures 

13 and economic and technical feasibility analyses. 

14 * Sec. 7. AS 46.03,462(e), 46.03,462(f), and 46.03.464 are repealed. 

15 * Sec. 8. Sections 3 and 7 of this Act take effect December 31,2015. 

16 * Sec. 9. Except as provided in sec. 8 of this Act, this Act takes effect immediately under 

17 ASOl.l0.070(c), 

-5- SCS CSHB 134(FIN) 
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Timeline Requirements for CS for CSHB 134 (RES) 

March 2008 - DEC issued a general permit (expires March 2013). Permit gives relief 
from meeting the water quality standards (WQS) at the "point of discharge" for four 
pollutants (ammonia, copper, nickel, and zinc) through the 2009 cruise season. 

March 2010 - DEC will issue a general permit (expires March 20l3). Permit will be 
based on the 2009 technology review; most recent data; and will likely include limits 
for ammonia, copper, nickel, and zinc that are similar to the interim limits in the 2008 
permit. The February 2009 technology conference shows there are no treatment 
options currently available for installation on cruise ships that would allow them to 
consistently meet "at the point of discharge" requirements for these four pollutants. 

Fall 2012 - DEC will host a technology conference. 

January 2013 - DEC will provide preliminary report to Legislature on conference 
and status. 

March 2013 - DEC will issue a general permit (expires March 2016) again - even if 
the Fall 2011 technology conference indicates WQS can't be met yet "at the point of 
discharge" for all pollutants. 

Fall 2014 - DEC will host technology conference if cruise ships are not yet meeting 
the "at the point of discharge" requirement for all pollutants. 

January 2015 - DEC will provide report to Legislature on conference and status. 

March 2016 - DEC will issue a general permit (expires March 2021) again -
requiring all vessels discharging in Alaska waters to meet WQS at the "point of 
discharge" regardless of the status of technology to do so. 
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REPRESENTATNE JOHN HAruus 

MEMORANDUM April 14, 2009 

TO: Senator Bert Stedman 

FROM: Representative John Harris 

SUBJECT: HB 134, Commercial Passenger Vessel Wastewater Pennits 

Please consider this request to schedule HB 134 for a hearing in the Senate Finance 
Committee. An updated sponsor statement is attached for your review. 

HB 134 would address wastewater discharges from commercial passenger vessels. My 
office, as bill sponsor, has worked with all interested parties on it. Under the bill: 

Cruise ship companies would be provided time and opportunity to develop 
technology that allows them to meet water quality standards at the point of. 
discharge. 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation would have the authority 
to issue wastewater discharge pennits that attempt to incorporate the best 
available technology for effluent treatment. 

A science advisory panel would be created to assist DEC and provide the 
legislature with reports about wastewater treatment technology development and 
cruise ship discharge activities. 

Large commercial passenger vessels that cannot meet water quality standards at 
the point of discharge would have pennits limited to two years - rather than the 
nonnal five-year period for all other pennits_ 

The Senate Resources Committee placed a sunset provision of January I, 2015 for 
the provisions in the bill that give DEC authority to issue pennits to vessels that 
cannot meet standards at the point of discharge. 

I believe we have done our best to make sure that all viewpoints have been considered, 
and we have drafted a bill that would be good for Alaska. 
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Interim: (June - Dec.) 
716 West 4TH Avenue, Suite 600 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 

(907) 269-0129 

Session: (Jan. - May) 
State Capitol. Room 403 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4859 Fax (907)269-0128 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN HARRIS 

March II, 2009 

Governor Sarah Palin 
Office of the Governor 
Juneau, Alaska 

Subject: Large Commercial Passenger Vessel Wastewater Discharge Permits 

Dear Governor Palin: 

This is to call your attention to legislation relating to wastewater discharge permits for 
large passenger vessels operating in state waters. Policy direction from your office would 
be helpful to the legislature, coastal communities, vessel owners, and many interested 
individuals toward resolving this issue. 

House Bill 134 would provide the Department of Environmental Conservation with the 
same authority to regulate wastewater discharges of large vessels that it has with other 
entities. Current law - which was established by voter initiative in 2006 - requires 
testing of vessel wastewater specifically at the point of discharge. 

Testing at the point of discharge imposes a different methodology than that which exists 
for any other industry or municipality in Alaska. For example, mining operations, 
seafood processing, and coastal communities have their discharges tested at a reasonable 
distance away from the discharge point. Be that as it may, clean water itself should be 
our standard, and if someone is polluting our waters, then DEC must step in and stop 
them. 

In spite of the initiative's language, DEC issued a general permit for all large commercial 
passenger vessels on March 25, 2008 that provides interim effluent limits and recognizes 
that vessels need time to make changes to their operations or equipment. The compliance 
schedule provides a deadline of 20 1 0 to fully meet new standards for anunonia, copper, 
nickel, and zinc. 

I believe this first discharge permit was a good first step. It complies with the citizens' 
initiative, and it establishes a reasonable approach toward developing vessel treatment 
systems that will keep our marine water clean. 

Fax (907) 465-3799 

Big Della Chickaloon· Copper Center· Delta Junction· EieJson . Fann Loop· Glennallen· Paxson· Salcha· Sheep Mountain· Sutton· Tolsona . Valdez 
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Two bills have already been signed into law that have amended the citizens' initiative. One, by 
fonner Sen. Kim Elton, removed state ferries and other vessels of similar size from the 
initiative's requirements. Another, by Rep. Lindsey Holmes, removed certain passenger 
disclosure provisions. HB 134 - if enacted - would not be the first change to the initiative. 

As the prime sponsor ofHB 134, I have confidence that DEC is fully qualified to evaluate the 
best available methods and technologies and apply them to the operational pennits that cruise 
ships must obtain. A technology session recently held by DEC revealed several approaches that 
could result in protecting Alaska waters; however, it found that not all systems could work on all 
vessels, not all vessels could discharge to shore, and all this is a developing field needing further 
evaluation by DEC. The bottom line is that your administration is working right now toward 
bringing the best treatment systems possible on board vessels as quickly as possible. 

By having confidence in DEC's ability and efforts, I sponsored HB 134. Giving the agency 
broad authority does nothing to diminish water quality standards. Its officials are working hard to 
implement the best treatment technology as quickly as possible, and they will hold vessels to 
high water quality standards. 

Unless a bill is enacted this session that amends the testing requirement "at the point of 
discharge," both large commercial passenger vessels and DEC will face a difficult decision. 
Either the agency will have to continue to issue pennits that don't meet the requirements of the 
citizens' initiative or large commercial passenger vessels will have to abide by standards for 
which technology is not now available. 

HB 134 returns that authority to the agency. Your support for the legislation will convey your 
confidence that the agency will do the job that we expect it to do. 

Thank you for your time and consideration ofthis important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Represent 

cc: Commissioner Larry Hartig, Department of Environmental Conservation 
Jerry Gallagher, Legislative Director, Office of the Governor 
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ALASKA~CRUISE 
----AS SOC IAT ION----

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us, 

In 2006, the Alaska voters passed a cruise ship initiative. The area of 
concern for the cruise ships is the new permit standards that were created. 

Since 2002, Alaska has had among the highest standards in the world for 
waste water discharge from large cruise ships. We acknowledge being held 
to a higher standard and have invested over $200 million in the technology 
to achieve those levels. In May of 2008, ADEC adopted new standards for 
the final large cruise ship general permit. Not only are these standards far 
higher than any community in Alaska; the technology to implement them is 
not commercially available or is impractical for ships. This is despite the 
promise from initiative sponsors that the initiative would simply "level the 
playing field." 

The initiative language tied the hands of ADEC and does not allow them to 
set the permit limits based on science. We are asking the legislature to 
follow the will of the people and "level the playing field," to untie the hands 
of ADEC and let them do their job. 

Attached you will find several documents that we feel make a compelling 
case to use similar methods of measurement in order to "level the playing 
field. " 

Sincerely, 

John Binkley 
President 
ACA 

360 K Street' Anchorage. A/aIka . 9Y50! . (Y07) 743-4529' (907) 743-4553/ax 
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Comparable EPA NPDES Discharge Permits in Alaska and Associated Emuent Limits 

The following table compares the emuent guidelines in the ADEC General Cruise Ship Pennit • 
with effluent limitations within existing wastewater discharge pennit limits in Alaska. 
Analytical data from the EPA cruise ship sampling project is compared with minimum pennitted 
levels for land-based plants within typical large cruise ship itineraries and various other 
communities in Alaska. For cases where land-based pennits indicated analysis for total 
recoverable metals, these limits were compared to cruise ship dissolved metals concentrations. 
For land-based pennits that include variable effluent limitations based on monthly averages, 
weekly averages, or daily maximums, the most stringent level was chosen. The synopsis 
indicates that the final 2010 effluent limitations of the ADEC General Cruise Ship pennit are 
stricter than the limits in the pennits of any land-based municipal treatment plants in Alaska. 

2002 2006 

Fecal biss Diss Diss Total 

~~;\fg~mml\ ~~a~u ;;!u {~;;j[\ 
Nickel ~~~Ll Ammonia 
{ua/Ll (ua/Ll 

Cruise Ship Interim 
Permit 

14 30 '''' iAn '",n Rnd 
Levels i 30 

Cruise Ship 2010 
Permit 

8.2 2.9 Initiative (2010 final\ 14 30 30 :'11 81 
8sO 240 170 Limits 

~ 100 30 30 175 36 
i 200 30 30 

c 100 30 30 -57 
-;-;-:;: 1nnnni\n 140 140 -f56 
~ 

I 400 30 30 
~ 
~ -" 161 30 30 95.8 48.0 
Kenai 200 30 30 
Kennecoll 
Greens 
Creek mine 7,000 30 20 300 1000 
K 1~ 146 129 290 9384 43 

20 30 30 18.5 
I. 5D.OOo 30 30 
Sitka ~ 140 140 354 
~ 80 70 2iO 

100 30 30 
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Comparison of Emuent Volumes between Land-based Municipal Treatment Plants and 
Cruise Ships 

The average volume of discharge from a cruise ship was also compared to the average discharge 
volume of each land-based plant in order to evaluate the cumulative effects of cruise ship 
discharges within Alaska waters. Advanced wastewater systems on cruise ships operate 
efficiently and generally produce a small volume of treated emuent compared to land based 
plants. The following chart lists the permitted effluent for Alaska land-based treatment plants, 
and the equivalent number of cruise ships required to match the volume of daily effluent in each 
community. 

Permitted daily 
discharge in 

aallons 
Average Cruise Ship Daily 

143,600 
Discharae 
Anchoraae 36,000,000 

Eaale River 2,500,000 

Girdwood 600,000 

Haines 1,900,000 

Juneau Douolas/Mendenhail 7,660,000 

Kenai 1,330,000 

Kennecott Greens Creek mine 2,390,000 
Ketchikan 4,000,000 

Palmer 950,000 

Seward 900,000 

Sitka 1,800,000 

Skaawav 630,000 

Soldotna 1,080,000 

For average cruise ship emUen!s, 2004 EPA cruise ship study data, available at 
http://www.epa.gov/owQw/oceans/cruiseships/results.htm1 

For eftluent values for communities, individual EPA permits, located at 
hnp:lfyosem ite.epa.gov/R I O/water.nsflN PDES+Permits/Permits+ Homepage 

Equivalent number of 
large cruise ships to 

equal one day of each 
city's permitted waste 

water discharae 

1 
251 

17 
4 

13 

53 
9 

17 
28 
7 
6 

13 
4 
8 
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Quote from Gershon Cohen and the Campaign to Safeguard America's Waters issued 
press release (Alaska Cruise Ship Initiative Certified for 2006 Ballot). 

"If passed, the new initiative will level the economic and environmental playing fields between 
the cruise ship industry and other major dischargers of polluted wastes into Alaska waters." 

Quote from Joe Geldhof, Juneau Attorney, co-author of Alaska Cruise Ship Initiative, 
Skagway News story (Ballot Measure Two, the cruise initiative, raises voices in ship-happy 
Skagway). 

"There's nothing radical on here," said Geldhof, adding that the measure would make the cruise 
industry adhere to the same pollution standards as fisheries, municipalities, and gas and oil 
companies. Drafting techniques to adopt the similar basic body of law makes it long. "It's not 
meant to be long, onerous and punitive." 

Quote from an Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation issued press release 
(State Issues First Discharge Permit for Cruise Ships in Alaska). 

"The majority of large cruise ships operating in Alaska have advanced wastewater treatment 
systems that produce a very high quality discharge - much higher, for example, than shore-based 
municipal sewage treatment systems." 

"The department has determined that as long as ships comply with the interim effluent limits 
there will be no impacts on water resources or aquatic life." 
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LAWS OF ALASKA 

2006 

80urce 
BaUCK MernM No.2 

AN INITIATlVI! 

Providi"8 for lallation of certain COIIUIIOrCiIl aIIip v .... la. pertaini", 10 certain ..... 1 
activiliel. I/Id relared 10 ship veaoeI oporotiona lakinC place in the marine w .... of the S_ 
of Alaska; I/Id providing for III effective dole . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE I'EOPLI! OF THE SJ"ATE OF ALASKA: 

THE INITIATIVE I'OUOWS ON PAGE 1 

Dale EIacIioD RauIIa CertIIIed: Seprembet 18. 2006 
Adual Effective Dale: D,,, _ 17. 2006 
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! 

AN INITIATIVE 

1 i'ruvidina for 1aXlli0l1 of c:«taia commercilJ sbip Veaoell, pertaiAing 10 certain ..... 1 

2 ICfivitiea, and teIated 10 sbip vesoel openIiOlllIlkina pI.ce ID !be maline ....... of the State 

3 of Alasb: and providing for III effecli ... dale. 

4 

S • Sedlaoa 1. AS 43 ia II ... NIod by adding. now dlIpt« 10 reid: 

6 CIIep ... n.ilIdIeTuGIITrawiAlleanlC, rill. • V ..... 

7 See. <U5U18. Lety of ..... In ... o'Rl'lllaht II "~I OD 

8 co. -chI r •• .-II. Them il impooed ." excise w. 011 ""vel OQ 

9 COGIIIIOo"Cial pweap:r _II "",villina ovemisht accommodaIioas in !be state', 

10 

II 

12 

13 

IIIIrioc water. 

See. 43.51.821. II.aIe of taL Tho tAl impooed by AS 43.S2.010 ·43052.095 i. 

levied III ..... of S46 • paIIOIlger per vo)'qe. 

See. 43.52.03&. LIIiIIIItJ for paJ _ of taL A P" .... ger Iravelina on • 

·1· 

• 

• 

• 



• 
2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

• 16 

!7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

2797 

.._ i. Hable for tho lax imposed by AS 43.S2.010 • 43.52.095. The tax dial! be 

col~ and is due and payable 10 tho deporImoat 

(I) by the penon who proYidos ttlve! aboard. COIIIIDCIcioI vcasel fur 

which tho tax is payable; and 

(2) in tho __ and II tho riJnoa ~ by die depldlllOlll by 

~gubtiOll. 

Sec. W1040. 01" esMh. of .-p!&. CIl) The pmcoods ftom the tax Oft 

ttl"" on """""",,,ial (IUIOIIF YOSfeIa providiDa owmiJht accommodaIi .... in tho 

sta/t's marine water .baIl be dcpoaitecl ill • special "COIIIIIIOICiai veael ~ tax 

1CCOUrII" in tho paeraI fmuI. The lqi'I''''~ may appropriate _y ftom IfIia account 

(or the pu11ICISOI dcacribcd in (b) and Cc) olthis sectioa. (or .--owned port and 

harbor facilitiel, other servioea 10 properly proYidc fur veueI or wlll!n:nft visill, 10 

enhlDCe tho safety and efficiency of illllnWe and foman _, and IUCh adler 

lawful purpooes .. d&nnined by tho JeajaIIlUn!. 

(b) For each voyqe of • COIIlIl1O<daJ p!IISCBIF vessel providin& ovemiahl 

accommodIIions, tho commillioner sbaII idcrdify tho fint five ports of call in tile lISle 

and tho nWllber of passenpB on boon! the vessel II each port of call. Subject 10 

opproprillion by die lqislatute, tho COIIUDiIIioner &ball dilltibllte to each port of call 

SS pet' passen!!,,' of the tax _enue collec!cd ftom tho rn levied under this chspIer. If 

the port of call i •• city Iocatcd within • borou&h nor otherwise unified with the 

borouch. tho comrni.uioner .baIl. subject 10 oppropriation by tho le&lllllure. dilllibuM 

S2.SO pet' puren!!", to tho city and S2.SO 10 the boruu&ft. Each port of call receivinl 

fundi under this section shaD use the funds in a _ caJculall:d to improve port and 

harbor faciliti .. and orher _ to properly provide for vessel or watelCraft vilill 

and 10 enhaDce rile wety and effici...,y of intmWI> and temp commen:c. 

(e) A "~sional cruise .hip impact fuNI" consisting of 25 percent of the 

proceeds ftom tho taX on travel aboard COJI!JIIOttjai passenger ..... 1. providiA, 

ovemiaht IICcomrnodl!!ions in the lISle', marine wlIIIr aIIaD be _shod II sub­

accOUnt of the fundi establilhed in Ca) of thi. section and depoaillod in the aeneraJ 
fund. Subject 10 appropriarion by the Iesi11ann and ~JUIatiOlll adopted by the 

Department of Revenue. the commillioner shall dislribuM funds to municipaJiti .. or 

-2-
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- JOYetnmenllll entiti.. within !he Prince Wiltiam Sound Region. SOU1heasI 

2 Alaska. or any _ distinctive region Impo<ted by crui.. ship reWed tourism 

3 activities buI DOl entitled 10 lOCeive funds based OIl pM of call visitation as allowed by 

4 (b) of this section. provided thai any funds used hom this accoun. shall be used to 

5 provide servi<.s anti inf_l ..... di"",dy related ro J"WOIIF vessel or wJ/<R:l8lt 

6 visir. or to CAbanc. !he Wety and ofticI...,y of inlentaIe III<! fOieip commer<:e 

7 related to ..... 1 or waterenlft activities. 

8 So<. 43.51.050. Admlnlllralion. (a) The department sball 

9 (1) Idmini.sler this chapler; and 

10 (2) collect. BUpOtvise. and enforce the collection of "",es due under this 

II cbapter anti penalties IS provided in AS 43.05. 

12 (b) The department may adopt reaula!ion. "tces$&I}' for the odministnlion of 

13 thi. clutpler. 

14 Sec. 4J.5ZJN70. LocaIle\1es. Any municip"lity. whether borne rule or gcllCllli 

15 law. thai receives p .... nger sIIip fee funds under this cbapIer may nor impose an 

16 additional form of tax 011 travel on commercial paasenp- v .... ls engaged in acrivitie • 

17 

18 

involvina overnight accommodations for pasao .... i. oWe marine w._. Any form 

of tax on travel on co_al passenp- v .... l. eoppel in activities involvins 

19 overnight ItCOmmodalions f... passeagea in state marine waters enacted by a 

20 municipaUty. whether home rule or general law. prior to !he effective date of this 

21 section shall expire one year after enactmenl of this law if thai municipality .Ieer. 10 

22 ...,.ive funds under this chapter. 

23 Sec. 4J.5z,0!IS. DeftaltIoas. In this chapter, 

24 (I) ·commercial p ..... ger v .... I· mean. a boat or v .... 1 that is used 

25 in !he common carriage of paSSCII .... in commerce; "coltU'DC<Cial passenger vesse'" 

26 does nOi include 

27 (AI v .... Ls with f.wer than 250 berths or other ov.might 

28 accommodalions for p ..... gcn; 

29 (B) noncommercial vessels. warships. anti vessel. operated by 

30 !he Sllte. !he United States. or a fOieign JO •• mment; 

31 (2) ·marine water of the oWe· III<! "oWe marine water" have !he 

·3-
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mcanina liven 10 ·w ..... ' in AS 46.03.900. e.<ep! thai !hey ioelude only marine 

(3) 'passcaga" mea... I penoII whom • cammon carritt has 

conlrRCled 10 carry from one pllCC 10 III<IIher; 

(4) ·.oy ... • ........ ..." lripcwilinen!y lM!ifta _ dian 72 hoon. 

• Set. Z. AS OS i& amendod by _. allOW cbapIer 10 lUll: 

Chapter 16. c-of 0Iaace ODd c.-ofSldU .. SIoIpe 0per0lIq OIl Woltn 

wItIaIa die Jarildlcd •• ", AIMb. 

s.c. 85.1"'10. Guabllnt led.... aIooanI _= rhl ...... 

poII1IIII1edIJ .... ,lad b, &rIenllaw. This chIpfor appIieI 10 !he use of playia& 

cards. dice. roolettt: -.. coin-openIed inIInIIMnIs or lIIiObi .... or OCher objects or 

il1lbWDenu used. deaisned, or iDteI!ded for pmina or pmbIins used in !he ... lII:n 

under !he jurisdiction of !he S_ of AIuka on • voyage described in U U.S.C. 

1175(0)(2), and 10 any oIher pmblins ICIiviliei ta1tin& pl_ IIloanI w.. p .... n .... 

velloscls ill the atate. 

Set. 05.16.P20. To OIl 11' ........ edil'iUa ... 1horIzed by AS 05.16.01" 

The« i. imposed on the opetllOr of a pmiD, or pmbIinl activities aboard large 

passenger veacl' in the stili: • tax of 33 pen:eIII of the adjUSltld """ income from 

!hose activities .• AdjUSltld grass ioe""",' I1IaIII grass inc:omc leu prizes .... I!ded and 

federal and municipal taxes paid or owed on the income. The tax shall be eol1eetod 

and is due and payable to the Depattment of Revenue in the inan .... and II !he times 

requUod by the Depattment of Revenue. 

Set. 05.1"'30. DIopooItIoa of ......... '1110 proeeods from the tax on 

pmblinS OperaU01I5 _ CODlIIICICiaI puaen ......... 1. in the swe's marlne Wiler 

shaU be deposited in a apeeial 'cotlUllCrtial v_I pwcng ... tax account' in tile 

general fund. 

• Set. 3. AS 43.20.021 is ",pealed and recNICtod to RId: 

Set. 43.2o.e%I(.), latemal Rn_ Code IIIdophd ..,. ref_ (.) 

Sections 26 U.S.C .. 1399 and 6001 ·7872 (Internal Rev ...... Cede). u amended. OR 

adopted by reference as a part of this chIpfor. TI1eae portions of tile 1nt.emaJ Revenue 

Code have full f«ee and offecI under thi. ehapIer Ulllesa excepted 10 or modified by 
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other provisions 0( lhis chapCer. 

(b) Nod!i", i. this chapCer or in AS 43.19 (Muitisllle Tax Compact) may be 

coastruoclsa 1ft e><eeplioo to or maditicllioo of 26 U.S.C. 883. 

(c) The provision in (b) of IbiJ "",lion does !lOt opply to commercial passenger 

v .... ls as dofme<l in AS 43.52.095. 

• Sec. 4. AS 46.03.<462 is repeaJod and !1ItIIaCt.ocI to read: 

Sec. 46.t3Ml. T .......... 0II1ioIII of dIsdoorp permIII. CI) An owner or 

opetJIor may !lOt discharF lilY _ ........ paywllOr. or other wsarewlIOr from a 

larp comJDOICiai pssaen ........... into !he marine waters 0( !he .we unless !he owner 

or opera!ot obtains I permit under AS 46.03.100. whicb shall comply with !he !mill 

and cooditiOlU of vessel diocbarge requiremoata cpecifiod ia (b) oflhis section. 

(b) The miaimwn I/111d1n1I2lmS and condiIions for all dlschIIJO permilJ 

authorized uader Ihia proviaion requiR !hal !he owner or opera!ot 

(J) may !lOt dischlrge UIIIIeI!M .. wage, lreIIed sewage. payw_. or 

oilier wsarewllCrS in I manner !hal vioWa any applicable eflluent limits or lIendards 

under sta!e or federal Ilw. includin, Aluta W..,r Quality Standards governing 

poUution at !he point of discharge; 

(2) ,hall maintain recorda and provide !he reports requiRd under 

AS 46.03.465(1); 

(3) ohaJl coIIcct and !ell aamplco .. required under AS 46.03.46S(b) 

and (d) and provide !he reports with respect thooe umplco requiRd by 

AS 46.03.475(0); 

(4) "'aU report dischargca in acconlaace with AS 46.03.475(0); 

(5) ohaJl aUow !he department "",,"ss to !he ..... 1 at !he time aamplos 

"'" taken under AS 46.03.465 for purposes of taki", !he aamplos or for purposes of 

verifying !he integrity of !he aampling proccsa; and 

(6) ,hall submit teCOIds. notices. and roponu to !he deparlmcnt in 

BCconlaacc with AS 46.03.475(b). (d). and (e). 

• Sec. 5. AS 46.03.463 i. arMIIdecJ to tad IS follows: 

Sec. 4U3M3(d) iJ repealed. 

Sec. U QJ ~l is repoaIcd and _r.! to tad: An owner ot operator may 
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not dUcharze any ttealed sewage. gra)'Wller. or other WlSttwar from • large 

co"""",,,ial passenger vcuel inIAl !he IDIrilIe WI!trI of !he IIa!t unless !he owner or 

operator obtai .. I pennit under AS 46.03.100 and 46.03.462. and provided that !he 

v~1 i. not in an area where !he discharge of treated aew.~. ,ra)'Wlltr. or oilier 

wailewlla1 is otbcrwiae pro/Iibilod. 

Set. 46J13.463(a) is repcalcd. 

• Set. Ii. AS 46.03.465 I. repealcd and ........ Itd to read: 

Set. 46.8J.4e. Info<e.tfg= I"L rlq ...... _11. (a) The owner or 

opermor of • coDlll1<tCial _ger vessel ahaII maintoio daily reeonIs rell!td CO !he 

period of operation while in !he .tatt. detailing tile dIIts. times. and locations. and tile 

volu .... and now ralc$ of any discbargea of sewage. gra)'Water. or other waster into 

!he marine wilen of d1e 1lIIt. provide electrcnic copies of such !<Cords on • II10nthly 

hasi. to d1e department no liter than Ii", days after each calendar II10nth of operation 

in itate waters. 

(b) While. commcn:ial passenger v .... 1 is present in d1e marine wilt .. of d1e 

swe. d1e owner or operator of d1e vessel ahaII provide an hourly repon of the ""sci', 
location hued on Global Poailioning System ttchnology and collect routine samples 

of the v ..... l'. treated .. wage. gra)'Wller. and other W_wattn being dUcharzed inco 

marine waters of the awe with I sampling ttchniquo approved by lite deputment. 

(c) While. commercial passenger v .... 1 is prucnt in lite marine walen of lite 

stilt. the department. or an independent con_tor retained by the depart:men~ may 

collect additional samples of lite v .... I·. _ sew.... gra)'Wmr. and ocher 

wastewa_ being discharged into lite marine W&te:1 of tile 'WI:. 
(d) The owner or operator of • v .... 1 required to collect samples under (1)) of 

this section shall ensure that all sampling tecItniqueo and fiequency of sampling events 

are approved by the depanment in I _ sufficient to ......... demonstralion of 

compliance with aU discharge requirements under AS 46.03.462. 

(e) The Owner or operator of • commercial passenger v .... 1 shall pay for all 

reporting. sampling. and testing of sampt .. Under thi, section. 

(f) If the owner or opcraror of • commercial paaaenger v .... 1 has. when 

complying with another IIa!t of fedenJ I ... that reqairea ltIbsIanliaJly equivalent 
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iofonnalion required omder (a). (b). or (d) of thiI -.... Ihe owner or operator shall 

2 be CIIftIida<:d ID be i. campliance willi dial ... _on 10 long .. Ihe i.formaticn is 

3 abo providod ID Ihe dopctmoaI. 

4 • Sec. 7. AS 46.03 is ___ by addiu& blOW sections to reod: 

S Sec. 4U14'7'- Oooa Raqon. (a) An _ or oporIIOr of a large 

6 tOlDDl<4cial pilI' ... ¥aid IIIIerinJ die _ ...... oldie _ i. roquired to have 

7 • _ .. =aU- licensed by die U1Iited Stala Coat Guard hired or tetainod by Ihe 

8 ._ em boonIlhe ¥aid ID Itt .. an indopel>dalt observer foc die pwpoae 01 

9 tumiIDrin&.- aud fedenI teqUiIemcaU pedIini .. 1D IIlIIriDo diacharJe aud pollution 

10 roquiIemoDI& aud to InatIe dial ............ ....... aud reaidenll .. porIllW prote<ted 

II frnm imptopei _tali .... beIldI, aud safety prctica. 

12 (b) The liceaaed _ ......... shall monitor. "'-"e. and RCOId data and 

13 information re1ated ID Ihe ~S. _talion, and health relaIed cponIiOllS ollhe 

14 ¥ald. iacludin& buI no( timited to Jelilltalion. nportius. tOCOnI-keeping. aud 

IS discIIar&e fuJIcIions roquired by .-and fedenllaw. 

16 (e) Any ioformalion leCORled or pIheRd by die licensed mtlrinc engi.-

17 

18 

shall be promptly """.eyed to Ihe Alaska Deportment olllnvironmct\taI Conservation 

aud Ihe United 'Swa Coast Guard 00 • form or in • ."........ approved by Ihe 

19 commisIioncr 01 etMronmoAIal COIIICIVIIIion. The commiSlioncr may share 

20 infonnalion plbaocI willi oilier .... and fedetal agellCleo. 

21 Sec. 46.03.4SI. cw.-' IIIlU. (a) Any citizen of the s_ of Alaska may 

22 conuneuce • civilldion (I) apilllt an owner or opeiaIor 01. large p ......... vessel 

23 alleged ID have violated any provision of this chapter. or (2) against the deptnment 

24 where there is an alle&ed fail .... to perform any act or duty omder this duIptcr which is 

2S noI diJcrotiooary. No civil action may be 00...- omder this sectioo. however. 

26 prior 10 4S days afII:< the plaintiff h .. provided written no(ice of Ihe intzmt to .... to the 

27 Attamey GenenI 01 Alaska 

28 (b) Subject 10 lJIIl"'PI'iation, as nec:osury. up to SO perten. and no( less than 

29 2S pete"'" of say Ii .... penalties, or oIhor fwIdn n:covered as • n:sult 01 eaforc:ement 

30 of this chapIer ,hall be paid to die person or entity. oilier than the defendant. providing 

31 information lUflicient to commence an inveatigation and enfon;erncnl of this choper 
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under dUo proviJion. 

• Sec. &. AS 46.03.480 illII1eI1dcd .. follows: 

Sec. 46 03 4111 iJ amonded by addinS a .... lIIbsection k> read: 

(d) An Iddilional fee in die ImOWII of $4 per berIh, is imposed on all large 

COIDIIIOR:ial ............. YCSIdI, adler dwt ..... openI!d by !he -. rordle purpose 

of operaIina the Oc:eaa Ranger proanm establiJhod i. AS 46.03.476; uid proanm 

shall be subjoct 10 Iepslalive appropriation. 

Sec. 46.03A88(d) ,han be tepeaIed and .......:ted II AS 46.03.480(0). 

• Sec. J. AS 46.03.760 iI amonded II foll .... s: 

Sec. 46.03.768 Is ImOIIdcd by Iddi", I new aubsection to.ad: 

(0 An owner, IJOD!, employee. or ___ of a OOIIUIIOI'Cial pauenaer • .-t, 
.. defined in AS 43.52.095, who faliifiea I ..,pstntion or IqIOIt rr.quirod by 

AS 46.03.460 or 46.03.475 or who vioIaIa or CIIIIOS or permits to be violalod • 

provision of AS 46.03.250 • 46.03.314, 46.03.460 - 46.03.490, AS 46.14, or • 

..,guJllion, • lawful onIer of die departmeat, 01' a permit. _val, or acceptInCC. or 

tam or oondition of a penni~ approval, or .,oop!AnCe iasuod WIder AS 46.03.250 • 

46.03.314,46.03.460.46.03.490, or AS 46.14 i.liable, in a civil lOtion, 10 die IIatc 

for I sum to be 11_ by die court of not lea !han $5,000 .... "...., dian $100,000 

for die initial vi_on, .... _ dian $10,000 (or caeh day atrcr that oa wbklldle 

violation conti"""" and that shall !dIeet, when applicable, 

(1) .-onabIe ~ in die aatwe of liquidlled damaJIes for 

any adVate environmental .ffecu caused by die violation, that rball be delamined by 

die court -.B 10 the toxicity, deendability, and dispenaI characteristiCl of lhe 

.......... diocbarpd. die -.ilivily of the ==viaa onviremnenl. and die deg!ee to , 
which the _ .... deJIlIdea existina envinlllmental quality; (or a violalion ~1aIi.g 10 

AS 46.14, die COUIt, in mal<ing its delamination under dti.pangnph, shall also 

consider die degree 10 whkll the discharp c ...... hInn 10 pcrsonI or property; Ibis 

parqraph may not be COIIIIrued to limit die right of panico adler !han die _. 10 

ROCOYer (or personal injuries or damage to their property; 

(2) reuonoble cosu incurred by die 5IIIe in detection, investigation, 

and attempted correction of !he violation; 

..g . 
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(3) !be economic Aviop IUliud by !be person in not complyin& with 

2 !be roquiromeut for which. vioillion i. charJed; aDd 

3 (4) tho need for an 0IIhaDc0d civil peMlty to deter futuro 

4 nonoompIiance. 

5 Ste. 46.83.760(1) shall be repealed aDd teenact<d u AS 46.03.76O(g). 

6 • $eo. 10. AS 45.50.474 I. repealed ond.-.:red 10 !ad: 

7 Ste. 45.50.474. JlequUooI 11 .... p"" ID ph ·h •• __ "Ide uIeo on 

8 board cruise IbipI. (a) A person may IIOl conduct • promotion on boaJd I cruise lhip 

9 that mentions or feat""" • buli ..... in a _ port that hu paid somctbi .. of value for 

10 the purpose of having !be business IIIC1Itioncd. featured. or oIbcrwise promoced, unless 

II !be person conductin, tho promotion clearly .. d fully disclosea orally and in all 

12 written material. used in tho promotion that tho foatured busi ...... have paid to be 

13 included in tho promoIiOD. All suclt wri_ DOli"" 0;( discloswe shall be in I type not 

14 less than 14-point typeface ond io a contraIting color cakulaled to draw lllentioo to 

IS tho disclosure. 

16 (b) A person or otber entity aboard a cruise ship conducting or making a sale 

17 

18 

of tours. fiigilt>eeing opmDons. or _ shoruidc activitiea to be dclivaed by a 

vendor I1t other entity 81 • future port of call shall disclose. both orally ond in writing. 

19 tho amount of commission I1t pelCenlaJO of !be total sale retained I1t JOturncd to the 

20 person making tho sale. Tho person or entity aboard • cruise ahip makl.. or 

21 atttmpting to make • sale of services I1t goods provided by • sboreoidc vendor shall 

22 disclole tho IddR:sa ond teIepbone number of tho shoresidc vendor if uked by a 

23 conaumcr. All such written notice of disclolure .hall be in a type not leu !han 14-

24 point typeface ond in a conlnSling color calculated to draw atuontion to tho diltl",ure. 

25 (e) Each violllion of this section constitutes an unfair tndc practice under 

26 AS 45.50.471. ond shallmult in I penalty of not more lItan SIOO for each violation. In 

27 this section. "cruise ship· means a ship that operates at least 48 houn in length for 

28 ticketed puscngers. provides overnigilt acoonunodations ond meals for 81 Ieaat 250 

29 passengers. i. operated by an audtorized cruise ship operator. and i. certified under the 

30 Intemllional Convention for tho Safety of Ufe II Sea or otherwise certified by the 

31 United State& Coast Guard. 

·9· 

• 

• 

.. 



• 
• Sec. 11. The uncodified law of !he Swc of A1u1ta is amended by adding I new secIion 10 

2 read: 

3 SEVERABILlTY. It i. !he in_on of !he people of A11Ska Ihat My portion of Ibi. 

4 legi.lllion that i. declared U1ililwfUI shall be llricbn in I manner !hal pceaerves the mnlining 

S portion of !he temainin& JeaiaIIIion 10 !he mWlDII!II"'_ pouible. 

6 • Sec. 12. EFFECI1VB DATE. This Act taba effect 90 days after enactmenl. 

• 

·Io. 
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The Alaska Statutes - 2006 

Sec. 46.03.462. Terms and conditions of discharge permits. 

(a) An owner or operator may not discharge any treated sewage, graywater, or other 
wastewater from a large commercial passenger vessel into the marine waters of the state unless 
the owner or operator obtains a permit under AS 46,03.100, which shall comply with the terms 
and conditions of vessel discharge requirements specified in (b) of this section. 

(b) The minimum standard terms and conditions for all discharge permits authorized under 
this section require that the owner or operator 

(J) may not discharge untreated sewage, treated sewage, graywater, or other wastewaters in 
a manner that violates any applicable effluent limits or standards under state or federal law, 
including Alaska Water Quality Standards governing pollution at the point of discharge; 

(2) shall maintain records and provide the reports required under AS 46.03.465(a); 

. ' 

• 

(3) shall collect and test samples as required under AS 46.03.465 (b) and (d) and provide the 
reports with respect those samples required by AS 46,03.475 (c); • 

(4) shall report discharges in accordance with AS 46.03.475 (a); 

(5) shall allow the department access to the vessel at the time samples are taken under AS 
46,03.465 for purposes of taking the samples or for purposes of verifying the integrity of the 
sampling process; and 

(6) shall submit records, notices, and reports to the department in accordance with AS 
46,03.475 (b), (d), and (e). 

.. 
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HELICOPTERS, INC. 
P.o. BOX 5057 • KETCHIKAN ALASKA 99901·0057 

FebnJary 1 B, 2009 

Senator Bert Stedman 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 99Bl 1-0001 

Dear Senator Stedman: 

KETCHIKAN: 

FAX: 
PETERSBURG: 

SKAGWAY: 

JUNEAU: 

RECEIVED 

FEB 18 2009 

(907) 225·5141 

(907) 225·2340 

(907) 772-4780 

(907) 983·2909 

(907) 789·9501 

Thank you for your support of the Cruise Line Industry in our state. The continued 
growth and sustainability of the Cruise Industry is important to us as a business and to 

the community that we live in. 

The proposed changes to the wording that HB 134 addresses will allow ADEC to use 
science for determining safe discharge limits. The people and business that will be 
hurt by this permitting process is Alaskan' s. The language that is now in the initiative 
may cause a decrease in port times and that will have an adverse impact on our 
business and many other businesses not only in our community but throughout the 

state. 

I do not think the intention of the initiate nOT of Alaskans was to cause one industry to 
be treated less favorably than another nor to have discharge limits that not even 
Alaska communities are held accountable to or could meet for "End-of-pipe" effluent 

limits. 

I ask for your continued efforts and support as this bill moves through the legislative 

process. 

Respectfully, 

Joe Hicks, General Manager 
~ .z-C;~ <L ~ 

cY;1'f9use o(Representfi{JveS 
C Senate 

Governor's Office 
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"--~"''!l. Noi;thStar,: , 
Trekking , .. ,;;" 

""_._ •• _.~ 1910 Renshaw Wv. Juneau. Alaska' Phone 907 790-4530 

February 17,2009 

Representative Cathy Munoz 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 409 
Juneau, AK 99811-000 I 

Dear Representative Munoz: 

RECEIVED 

FEB J 8 2009 

Thank you for your support of HB 134 and the work that you did to introduce the bill 
in Committee. The continued growth and sustainability of the Cruise Industry is 
important to our business and the well being of our employees. 

The proposed changes to the wording that HB 134 addresses will allow ADEC to use 
science for determining safe discharge limits. The original language in the initiative 
may cause a decrease in port times and that will have an adverse impact on our 
business as we rely on the current port times so that our guests are able to fully enjoy 
the product we offer. Should the proposed language in HB 134 not get passed through 
the legislature then ships will have to travel outside of Alaskan Waters to discharge 
waste and this will most likely affect businesses and loca! revenues. 

I do not think the intention of the initiate nor of Alaskans was to cause one industry to 
be treated less favorably than another nor to have set limits that not even Alaska 
communities are held accountable to. 

We encourage a vote in favor of the bill and thank you again for your support. 

Respectfully, 
//,' 1 

/1/W/ foJZ-1Uk2-?J/~ 
[/ "l? V 

Craig Jennison, Genera! Manager 

cc: House of Representatives 
Senate 
Governor's Office 
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1429 Tongass Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901 Phone: 907.225.0999 Fax: 907.247.6042 

February 17,2009 

Senator Bert Stedman 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 998) 1-000) 

Dear Senator Stedman: 

Thank you for your continued support of our visitor industry and specifically the cruise 
line industry. The continued growth and sustainability of the Cruise Industry is 
important to us as a business and to the community that we live in. 

The wording that HB 134 proposes changing gives ADEC back the authority to do their 
job and corrects the error in the Initiatives original wording. As a business that provides 
water hook-ups for the vessels while in our port, it is shocking that the water we sell the 
Cruise Ships under the original Initiative would be illegal for the lines to discharge in 
Alaska waters. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Respectfully, 

cc: Senate and Governors Office 
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Amak 
Towing 
Company, Inc. 

February 17, 2009 

Senator Bert Stedman 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 516 
Juneau, AI( 9981 )-0001 

Dear Senator Stedman: 

1429 Tongass Avenue, P.O. Box 8680, 
Ketchikan. Alaska 99901 Pbone 907 225-8847 

Thank: you for your long standing and continued support of the Cruise Line Industry. I 
am asking you to continue to support the language that is in HB 134 as the bill moves 
throngh committees and comes before the Senate. All the manager of a business that 
deals with regulations I would hope that we as a State do not discourage nor treat one 
industry different from others when applying for discharge permits. 

The language that HB 134 addresses cbanging from the original initiative is what I 
believe the voters understood they were passing in 2006. I do not believe that any 
Alaskan resident had the intention to treat the Cruise Industry any less favorably than 
other communities or industries. 

I ask that you work diligently to see that the language changes offered in this bill are 
moved forward through the fuU legislature. 

Respectfully, 

~~')(.~-
John A. Thompson, General Manager 

cc: Senate 
Governor's Office 
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.:u,;v.i:>·, .• TJ;point holding-s . 
in~'fllpf)lrtlf,l 

P.O. Box 80BO. KETCHIKAN. AK 99901 .907.247.6157 PHONE 907.225.8254 FAX 

February 17, 2009 

Senator Bert Stedman 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 998 1 1-0001 

Dear Senator Stedman: 

Thank you for your continued support of our visitor industry and specifically the cruise 
line industry. HB 134 is important to well-being of this company and the people that 
work for us. 

The wording that HB 134 proposes to change will have a positive and long term impact 
on the coastal communities and all of Alaska. Thank you for recognizing that we have 
no legitimate basis for treating cruise ships less favorably than other communities or 
industries seeking discharge permits. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Respectfully, 
/....---::? 

~j$£. 
Bob Berto. President 

cc: SENATE AND GOVERNORS OFFICE 
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APR-13-2009 MON 03:36 PM THICBJ 

Re: HB134 

FAX NO, 9074633061 

RECEIVEO 

APR 131009 

Hi, my name is Geraldine Ann Gray, r currently live in Juneau, Alaska, I grew up 
between Sitka, Mt. Edgecumbe, Hoonah & Metlakatla, Alaska. I am so very fortunate to 
have family in all these towns as well as Angoon and Yakutat. 

My family on both sides have gathered all! traditional foods from time immemorial. 
Our foods are as much a part of our culture today as they have been for all! ancestors. 
We gather most of it from the ocean/sea. 

r urge the committee to amend liB 134 Section (e) in 3-5 years. 
A deadline of 3-5 years is reasonable, realistic and absolutely necessary. 
A deadline is the only incentive for compliance. 
PROTECT our traditional food gathering areas and our IJsheries from the many 
chemicals and heavy metals in cruise ship waste water. 

Only God and the one who is "dwuping" the waste water and chemicals know what is 
exactly being put into our precious waters. This is not even taking into consideration 
what is washing ashore onto our plant life and our deer are eating. 

I would personally like to know ( I am sll!e I am not the only one) on how and when the 
cruise ship/other large ships dumping of the chemicals and waste waters correlate to 
when we started losing so many to cancers and other illnesses. It has been on the rise 
more and more from Metlakatla to Yalmtat. 

Thank you for YOIl! time. 

Geraldine Ann Gray 
4304 Taku Court 
Juneau, Alaska 

p, 02/02 
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BUSINESS COMPUTER SYSTEMS INC. 
P.O. BOX 7856 
KETCHUCAN, AK 99901 

February 18, 2009 

Representative Kyle Johansen 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 204 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 

Dear Representative Johansen: 

RECEIVED 

FEB 1 ,9 2009 

Thank you for the work you did on HB 134 and your long standing and continued support 
for the Cruise Line Industry. As the manager of a local business my clients and as a 
result myself depend on the continued vitality of the Cruise Industry. 

If the language of the initiative that states "end-of-pipe" effluent limits that the voters 
passed in 2006 is not changed and I believe was not intended; then the communities of 
Alaska may suffer from shorter port times which could result in a loss of business to my 
self and others directly and indirectly dependant upon the Cruise Industry. I do not 
believe that the intention of the bill was to treat one industry less favorably than otllers 
when applying for discharge permits. 

I encourage the committee to vote in favor of this bill. 

cc: House of Representatives 
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Representative Kyle Johansen 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 204 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 

Dear Representative Johansen: 

cc. 

RECEIVED 

FEB I 9 2009 

2.5 Miles South Tongass Highway 
P.O. Box 8080 

Ketchikan, AK 99901 

Phone 907225.6697 
Fax 907.225.6693 

Thank you for the work you did on HB 134 and your long standing and continued support for the Cruise 
Line Industry. As the manager of a local business my clients and as a result myself depend on the 
continued vitality of the Cruise Industry. 

If the language of the initiative that states "end-of-pipe" effluent limits that the voters passed in 2006 is not 
changed and I believe was not intended; tilen the communities of Alaska may suffer from shorter port times 
which could result in a loss of business to my self and others directly and indirectly dependant upon the 
Cruise Industry. I do not believe that the intention of the bill was to treat one industry less favorably tlJan 
others when applying for discharge permits. 

I encourage the committee to vote in favor of this bill. 

cc: House of Representatives 
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February 18, 2009 

Senator Bert Stedman 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 

Dear Senator Stedman: 

RECEIVED 

FEB i 9 2009 

Thank you for your continued support of the states visitor industry. The continued growth and 

sustainability of all tourism is important to us as a business and to the communities that we live in. Our 

company is in strong support of the language changes supported by HB 134, we think that this is what 

Alaskan's originally thought the initiative said. 

I do not believe that the intention of the Initiative or Alaskans was to treat one industry less favorably 

than others when applying for discharge permits. An industry doing business in Alaska should not be 

held to standards that we as individual communities can not meet ourselves. By correcting the wording 

in the original bill DEC will have the tools to use the best available science, as they do with all industries 

in Alaska, for establishing safe discharge limits that will continue to protect Alaska's clean water. 

I encourage all of you to support this bill. 

Respectfully, 

~I' ,.-.. 
\, ~-~~ '-'"") .......... ----­

IJ 
Debbie Azure 
Yacht Services of Alaska 

cc: Senate 
Governor's Office 

YachtServices ... 1F ....... ,\Ii3ska ,.050x7955 Kc::tchikan.AK 99.901 (907)225-2.:?00 r-ax(907)2225-925+ 
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February 18, 2009 

Honorable Bob Lynn 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99811-000 I 

Dear Representative Lynn: 

RECEIVED 

FEB 1 9 2009 

P.O. Box J02019·Anchorage·Alaska·Ph 907 272-7536 

I would like to ask for your support of the language changes proposed in HB 134 and 
to vote yes. Our company works closely with the Cruise Lines handling the 
Stevedoring work and providing heavy equipment needs they may have. Many of 
Alaslafs communities depend on the job opportunities that the Cruise Industry has 
afforded us; a yes vote to remove those five words''at the point of discharge'from the 
original Initiative will go a long ways in showing support for continued investment by 
the Cruise Lines in our State. 

I do not believe that the intention of the Initiative or Alaskans was to treat one industry 
less favorably than others when applying for discharge permits. An industry doing 
business in Alaska should not be held to standards that we as individual communities 
can not meet ourselves. By correcting the wording in the original bill DEC will have 
the tools to use the best available science, as they do with all industries in Alaska, for 
establishing safe discharge limits that will continue to protect Alaska's clean water. 

I encourage you to support this bill for the benefit of all Alaskans. 

cc: House of Representatives 
Senate 
GovernOl's Office 
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~ I ~ PlJUJill 
.~ 

February 18,2009 

Honorable Bob Lynn 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 110001 
Capitol Building, Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 

Dear Representative Lynn: 

4341 B Street, Suite 101·Anchorage·AK·99503 
Phone 907-562-8808 

RECEIVED 

FEB 19 2009 

I would like to ask for your support of the language changes to thelnitiative passed in 
2006 that are proposed in HB 134 and to vote yes. Our company handles all of the 
baggage screening and security needs in both Whittier and Seward for the Cruise 
Lines. The Initiative that was passed in 2006 contains language that could have long 
term negative effects on the sustainability of the Cruise Industry and consequently our 
company. 

I do not believe that the intention of the Initiative or Alaskans was to treat one industry 
less favorably than others when applying for discharge permits. An industry doing 
business in Alaska should not be held to standards that we as individual communities 
can not meet ourselves. By correcting the wording in the original bill DEC will have 
the tools to use the best available science, as they do with ail industries in Alaska, for 
establishing safe discharge limits that will continue to protect Alaska's clean water. 

I encourage you to support this bill for the benefit of all Alaskans. 

cc: House of Representatives 
Senate 
Govemofs Office 




