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Sponsor Statement
HB 114
“An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities and state-owned or state-operated
transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid.”

House Bill 114 is a compassionate aid bill that would enable the Governor to use state
transportation to provide aid to Alaska communities in times of eminent disaster without
declaring a disaster.

In the initial week of the 26" Legislative session, the village of Emmonak wrote a declaration of
economic disaster to the Department of Commerce, Community and, Economic Development.
As private and public entities worked together to raise donations of money and food for relief to
Emmonak it became apparent that they were not the only village in desperate need of aid and
attention. The following weeks, Representative Ramras and his staff worked with the Fairbanks
and Anchorage Food Banks and local faith based organizations to raise over 30,000 pounds of
food for eleven villages in Western Alaska.

Due to the current restrictions, state transportation could not be used because a disaster had not
been declared. Consequently, Representative Ramras and staff had two options:1)use the
monetary donations towards transportation; thus taking away precious funds for additional food
or 2)work with transportation companies to provide their services for free or discounted rates.

Ultimately, based on the collective generosity of a few transportation companies, the food was
able to arrive in all of the eleven villages.

House Bill 114 would reduce the need to spend donated funds on transportation and instead,
allow a sharper focus on gathering the resources needed for relief.
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House District 10

Below is an explanation of changes to HB114 26-LS0505/R to SCSCSHB114(TRA) 26-

L.S0505\W:

* The proposed legislation was removed from AS 26.23.020 and was added to a new
section in AS44.19 under the Office of the Governor;

e The purpose and mechanism of the legislation remains the same, however by taking it out
of AS26.23.020 the Governor would not have to declare a disaster before utilizing state-
owned or operated transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid in times that
the Governor determines that public safety and health conditions in an area of the state
require emergency assistance;

¢ Section (b) was amended to remove liability from the state, the Alaska Railroad
Corporation and subsequent officers, agents and employees in the event of injury or death
of a person or property damage resulting from assistance;

* A liability standard was added back into the bill on the House Floor

» In the Senate Transportation Committee the bill was amended to read more cleanly. It
came to the committees’ attention that as drafted the bill would allow state-owned
equipment to be loaned to non-profit corporations. The language was reworded to cover
use of state-owned and state-operated equipment. This also would take the liability back
under current statutes and case law.
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Comumeats for the record
Akiachak 26™ Aluska State Legishature
Akisk House Transportation / Finance Contmittee
Alslansk
Andresfiky by
Anisk
m"‘"“ Myroa P, Naneng, Sr., President
Riti Moore's St Regarding HB 114
Chefornek :
Chevak February 9, 2009
Chuathbmiuk
Chulooaawick DILL: HB 114 SHORT TITLE: USE STATE TRANS FACILITY
Crooked Creex BILL VERSION: FOR DISASTER AlD
Eek ; :
Ermmonak CURRENT STATUS: (H) TRA STATUS DATE: 020408
Georgetown THEN FIN
Goodnoms Gay SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATIVE(E) RAMRAS, Dahistrom, Millen, Johanten, Eddamon, Peiersen, Holmus, Faster, Johnson, Tuck,
Damiltes Gracnberg, Salmon, Coghill, Thomas, Joule, Munoz
Hooper Bay
Lomer —rn % | TITLE: "An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilties and state~owned or state-operated
mm‘ trensportation modes for delivering compassionate aid during a disaster emergency.”
Kipauk
Eonglzasik
Kotlik We at the Association of Village Council Presidents, Inc. (AVCP) are prateful for Representative Ranras
Kwethiuk and the co-sponsors of HB 114 in an effort to make use of Statc transpartation resources to ship out
:::”"“'3‘* compassionate aid to remote, nural Alaska commwmities in our Yukon Kuskokwim regior.
\ o _
:m My name is Myron Naneng, I am Presldent of our regional non-prufit corporation made up of 56 federally
Mia. Village recognized Tribes in the YK Delta. While energgy and food relief has been pouring into our communities
Napaimuie suffering from lood shortages and crippling fuel prices, the efforts have until this point remained primarily
Napakisk by private citizens and groups. We would also like to recognizc and thunk the redirect of donated Energy
Napaskiak Rebates under the United Way.
Newtok
:is":“‘ . In the last several weeks, Representative Jay Ramras, has focused on directing some of his food drive
N::- ::. activities for relief to our communitics. We sppreciate his efforts, ad are sorry that he, along with other
Nussgitehok private donots, has boen burdened with the shipping expense of getting t.his_c_ompassiona:c aid oul o owr
Oegamint remote villages, Our calls to the Govemor's office to address our encrgy crisis have fargely gone ignored,
Oscarville and this Bill, along with SB 88 and SB 91 finally has State etforts come into play.
Paigrut
Pliot Stxths Last week, we testified in favor of extending the PCE program and instituting a fuel cap on costs beyond $3
Fitks"s Poimt a gallon. Since carly last summer, tribad leaders as well as myself were justifiably conceraed about our
3:““'"' . coming winter since we were forced to prepay our winter fuel purchases for our tiank farms ax the highest
R HI'M.".' costs of oil on record.
Russian Mision . ] . )
Seammon Bay | Decause we are roadless, all of our villapes have to import foel by barge or by 2ir i emergencies. In most
Sleetmute cases, we have no choice bt to sign no-faull contracts with fuel vendors if weather or acts of god prevent s
St Mary's scheduled delivery. Some of our villages, with inunan resources turnover or other constraints, are unable to
Stony River make their fuel orders in concordance to State programs such as the bulk fuel toan in time to lock in at more
Tuleloak agreeable rates. Factors such as thesc aggravate the already challenging nature of providing light and heat to
Tamtutlak | o communitics with fittle or no energy infrastructure.
Tennuak
Umkoemsi
Tkt With continned and fut fanding by the Legistature of the Renewable Energy Fund coupled with possible
federal stimutus infrastructure funds, we may be loaking at a reality where acceasible cnergy sources come
to fruition in a matter of years, rather than a matter of decades. With affordable energy at the village level, a
failed fishing season would not break us as badly as this bard winter has shown
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“Ihough Governor Palin herself has not directly acknowledged the fishery or fue! crisis in our region, in her
response 10 the U_S. Army’s reduced retirement payments to 26 Alaska Native Elders who had served in the
Territorial Guard during WWII, she argued:

"Rural Alaskans face the highest food and energy costs in the nation, and these
veterans need their retirement checks now more than ever,” Governor Palin said. "Using
the emergency fund to provide monetary protection for these 26 veterans is the right thing

to do.”

AVCP provides direct assistance to many families in our meber villages that include a Housing
Improvement Program, TANF and LIHEAP to name a few. Last year we assisted 1,846 households with
crergy assistance, and we anticipate the sume number if not more appeals for the remainder of thig season.

We tried to addresy this crisis proactively, in public statements and resolutions. We warned that the $1,200
rebate would not adequately address the remote / rurul fuel needs - and with the taxes due from as little as

$50 to over $300 per person, we will continue to see pain in affected households this year. If we bhiad access
to affordable energy sources, all the factors we laid out for you would not have hurt us so badly this winter.

With families not having to worry about donated foods delivered from the state, it will go a long way to
keeping our homes beated, and save our families from dociding between going cold or going bungry.

Quyana, thank ‘rm for your tiree and consideration.
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