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Representative Jay Ramras 
District 10 

Sponsor Statement 
HB 114 

"An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities and state-owned or state-operated 
transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid." 

House Bill 114 is a compassionate aid bill that would enable the Governor to use state 
transportation to provide aid to Alaska communities in times of eminent disaster without 
declaring a disaster. 

In the initial week of the 26th Legislative session, the village of Emmonak wrote a declaration of 
economic disaster to the Department of Commerce, Community and, Economic Development. 
As private and public entities worked together to raise donations of money and food for relief to 
Emmonak it became apparent that they were not the only village in desperate need of aid and 
attention. The following weeks, Representative Rarnras and his staff worked with the Fairbanks 
and Anchorage Food Banks and local faith based organizations to raise over 30,000 pounds of 
food for eleven villages in Western Alaska. 

Due to the current restrictions, state transportation could not be used because a disaster had not 
been declared. Consequently, Representative Ramras and staff had two options:l)use the 
monetary donations towards transportation; thus taking away precious funds for additional food 
or 2)work with transportation companies to provide their services for free or discounted rates. 

Ultimately, based on the collective generosity of a few transportation companies, the food was 
able to arrive in all of the eleven villages. 

House Bill 114 would reduce the need to spend donated funds on transportation and instead, 
allow a sharper focus on gathering the resources needed for relief. 

Representative_Jay-Ramras@legis.state.ak.us 
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To: Senator Bert Stedman 
Senator Lyman Hoffman 

Memo 

Co-Chairs Senate Finance Committee 

From: Representative Ramras 

Date: March 2, 20 10 

Re: HB II 4 - Explanation of Changes 

Below is an explanation of changes to HB I 14 26-LS0505/R to SCSCSHB lI4(TRA) 26-
LS0505\W: 

• The proposed legislation was removed from AS 26.23.020 and was added to a new 
section in AS44.19 under the Office of the Governor; 

• The purpose and mechanism of the legislation remains the same, however by taking it out 
of AS26.23.020 the Governor would not have to declare a disaster before utilizing state­
owned or operated transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid in times that 
the Governor determines that public safety and health conditions in an area of the state 
require emergency assistance; 

• Section (b) was amended to remove liability from the state, the Alaska Railroad 
Corporation and subsequent officers, agents and employees in the event of injury or death 
of a person or property damage resulting from assistance; 

• A liability standard was added back into the bill on the House Floor 
• In the Senate Transportation Committee the bill was amended to read more cleanly. It 

came to the committees' attention that as drafted the bill would allow state-owned 
equipment to be loaned to non-profit corporations. The language was reworded to cover 
use of state-owned and state-operated equipment. This also would take the liability back 
under current statutes and case law. 

Representative_JaLRamras@legis.state.ak.us 
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Co.meals ror tile record 
16'" Alaska Slate LegioI."' .. 

House TI'III'porlatio. I Fina ... Committ .. 

by 

Myro. P.N •• eag. Sr., Presldeat 
RegardiJIg HB 114 

SHORT TITLE: USE STATE TRANS FACILITY 
FOR DISASTER AlD 

SfO""'OIl('r. R.'"'.sP,1I1'A'1lVF.(.) R.IMRAS. [)abb,_ Mill." J-.., J?Ipon. "- HoI""" f_, JoIuwao, Tucl<, 
""""b<fg. _ c.pilI. 11, ...... Joul~ M...,. 

TITLE: • An Ad relating 10 availability of sl&h! transportati"" facilities and state-owned or s~ 
transpot1alion mode< for deliverin8 c;ompassioaate aid during • disaster emergency.· 

W. at.he A .. ociation ofYilIage Coun~i1 Presid ...... lnc. (AYCP) are grateful for Repre ....... Ii.e Ramra., 
and the co-sponsor> oHm 114 in an effort to make use ofSlale cransportation rosources to ship out 
compassionate Bid to remolC, rural Alaska communities in our Yukon Kuskokwim region. 

My name i. Myron Nancng. I am President of our regional non-prufi. wrporaIion made up of 56 fi>deraIIy 
~gnized Tribes in the YK Delta. While energy and food roliefhas been pouring into our communities 
suffering fi'orn food shortages and crippling fUeJ prius, the eB'o<ts hay. untillhis point remained primarily 
by private eiti...,. and groups. We would also Ukc to reeogni"" and thonk the redirect of donated Energy 
Rebates under the United Way. 

In the lasl $<V ..... I wocb, Rq>resenDtIvc Jay Ram ..... has focused on direering some of hi, food drive 
activities fur relief to our communi.ics. We appreciat.: his efforts, and .... sorry d!at he, along with other 
pri\'llle donoIs, has been burdened with the sIlippiDg oxpeose of gettiDg this compassionate aid oulln our 
remote villages. Our calls to the Governor's off ... 10 address our .. ergy crisis have largely gone ignored, 
and !hi> bill, alougwith S8 88 and SB 91 finaUy has Stale etfurU como iDIo play. 

Last week, we tmtiIied in lavor of ex!eruling the PCE program ."d inSlilulinll a fuel cap on costs beyond 53 
a gallon. SiD<e early lastsU11II11<1', lribal leuden as weD as myself"""" justifiably concerned aboul our 
coming winter since we were forced to prepay our winter fuel """"' .... far auT tlInk fanns at 111. highest 
cOSlS of oil on record. 

Because we are roadless, all of our viDages have 10 import fuel by bar&< '" by .ir in emergem:ios. In most 
cas.., we have DD dIoice boll to sign no-raull conInIcIs with ruel veodors if weather or aI!!S of god provent a 
scheduled delivery. Some of our villag.., with human resources turnover or other eonSlt'lints, 810 unable to 
make their fuel orders ill eoocordan<:e to State programs such as the bulk f .. 11oan in time 10 lock in aI more 
agreeable rales. Factors such as mc..e aggravate the .Inoady cballeogiug _ of providing light and hoat to 
our COIIIIIIIIJIilies with little or 110 c:n«gy inliastnIcIure. 

With CODIinned and full funding by thelegi.1ature of\l1. Renewable Eoergy Fund coupled with possible 
fedenll stimulus infi'aSlructure fimds, w' may be loolcing al a ... lily where 8C«ilIibie energy """",es cmne 
to fnti.ion in a matter of years. rather than a molter of decodes. With affordable energ.y at the viUap l ... ~ • 
f&led fishing season would nOl break us as badly as this bard ,... has shown. 

r. II j 
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~eb. Y. lUUY 4: I 'PM No.911tl P. l/l 
"Illough Uavernor Palin hC1'3Clfhas not directly aclaIowledged the fishety or fuel crisis in our region, in her 
response 10 the U.s. """y'. reduced retirement paymeIltJ 10 26 Alaska Native Elden. who had served in the 
Territorial Guard during WWll, she argued: 

"Rural Alaskans face the highest food and energy costs in the nation, and these 
veterans need their retirement chcck.~ now more than evr:r," Governor Palin said. "Using 
the emergency fund to provide monetary protection for these 26 veterans is the right thing 
to do." 

AVCP pnmdes dircd assiS18nCe to ll\IIIly limliIies in our member villages that include. Housing 
Improvement Program, T ANF and LIHEAP 10 name a few. Lasl year we assisted 1,846 bousebolds with 
"""'l!Y assislaDce, and we anticipalc the ...". number if not more appeals for the remainder of Ihis ....... n. 

We tried to addre.$ this crisis proactively, in public st8lemenlS and resolutions. W. warned that the $1,200 
rebate would Dot adequately addres., the remote II'IInIl fuel needs • aDd wiIb the1BXes due Ii'om os liltle as 
$90 to aver $300 per person, we will continue to see pain in affilcIed housthold., this yeor. If we had """"" 
to alfordsblc ent:Tgy soun:es, all the fhc1nrs we laid out ror you would not have hurt us so badly this wmr. 

With IlImilies not having to wony about dooaled foods delivered from the SI8le, it will go • tong way to 
keeping our hom .. beated, and save our families from deciding between ~ cold or going hungry. 

Quy.ma, thank ou ror your time and consideration. 
\ 




