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AlASKA STATE LEGISlATURE 
HOUSE OF REpRESENTATIVES 

MII1T ARY & VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Committee Members 
Rep. John Harris 
Rep. Bob Lynn 
Rep. Tammie Wilson 
Rep. Jay Ramras 
Rep. Bob Buch 
Rep. Scott Kawasaki 

REpRESENT ATIVE CARL GATTO, CHAIR 

Sponsor Statement 

H1R 53 

State Capitol Building, Room 108 
Juneau AK 99801-1182 
907-465-3743 
907-465-2381 Fa, 
Rep _ Carl_ Gatto@legis.state.ak.us 

Honor and Remember Flag 

In the more than 200 years of our nation's history, there has never been an 
officially-recognized symbol that reminds us daily of the sacrifices made by 
members of·our military who lost'·their lives in service to our country. 

The Honor and Remember Flag, created by Honor and Remember, Inc., 
recognizes all individuals who died while serving our nation, not only those 
killed in action, but all who have died in the line of duty. The flag serves as a 
symbol of national gratitude for the over 1,600,000 American men and 
women who bravely made the ultimate sacrifice to pres-erve the freedoms we 
enjoy. The flag also helps to give closure to the thousands of families that 
deserve recognition for the sacrifice of a lost loved one. 

An 'objective of the organization, Honor and Remember, Inc., is to place an 
Honor and Remember Flag in the hands of the immediate families who have 
lost someone in military service to America. 

H.R. 1034 is a bill in Congress to designate the Honor and Remember Flag 
as an official symbol to recognize and honor members of the Armed Forces 
who died in the line of duty. HJR 53 urges our Congress to enact a law 
officially recognizing the Honor and Remember Flag. 

" 
Contact: Karen Sawyer 

465-5025 
March 18, 2010 

26-LS1579\R 



FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HJR53 

• Identifier (file name): 

o Publish Date: 3/1212010 

Dept. Affected::;: ___________ _ 
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Title ____________ ~H~o~n~o~r~a~n~d~R~e~m~e~m~be~r~F~I~ag~ ___________ RDU 
Component 

House Rules Committee Sponsor 
Requester ______ .!.H!!o~u::::s~e.:M:!!i!!lit!!:a~ry~&~V~e:!:te:!r.:a!!ns~·.!A:::ff!!a:::ir~s~C~o:!m!!m=itt!!e:!:e'___ ___ Component Number 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

iCAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

iCHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part·time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No impact on State departments. 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

FY 2015 

0.0 

0.0 

Prepared by: Karen Sawyer, Staff 
Division Representative Carl Gatto, Chair, Military & Veterans' Affairs Committee 

Phone 907-465-5025 
DatefTime 03/12/10 1pm 

FY 2016 

0.0 

0.0 

Approved by: Date _______ _ 

(Revised 1116/2009 OMS) Page 1 of 1 
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The Honor and Remember Flag's design is distinctive, yet simple. Each detail 
on the flag symbolizes an important part of the overall meaning of the flag's 
message. 

The Red Field represents the blood spilled by brave men and 
women in America's military throughout our history, who 
willingly gave their lives so that we all would remain free. 

The Blue Star represents active service in military conflict. 
This symbol originated with World War I, but on this flag it 
signifies service through all generations from the American 
Revolution to present day. 

The White Border surrounding the gold star recognizes the 
purity of sacrifice. There is no greater price an American can 
pay than to give his or her life in service to our country. 

The Gold Star signifies the ultimate sacrifice of a warrior in 
active service who will not return home. Gold reflects the 
value of the life that was given. 

The Folded Flag signifies the final tribute to an individual life 
that a family sacrificed and gave to the nation. 

The Flame is an eternal reminder of the spirit that has departed 
this life yet bums on in the memory of all who knew and loved 
the fallen hero. 

Honor and Remember 
We will always Honor their selfless sacrifice and Remember them individually by 
name. 



• 
Honor and Remember origins: 

Cpl George A. Lutz II 
December 12, 1980 
December 29, 2005 
Psychological Operations 
9th Batt, Ft Bragg, NC 

I~ 
On December 29, 2005, George Anthony Lutz II (Tony) was killed by a sniper's bullet while he was on patrol in Fallujah, 
Iraq. His family and friends endured the shock, emotional agony and overwhelming loss that accompanied the news of Tony's 
death, just like the many families who have suffered the same tragedy. 

In the months that followed Tony's funeral, his father, George, visited other families who had lost loved ones in the Iraq war. 
He began to sense that he had joined the ranks of a unique fellowship. These families were only the latest additions to a group 
that originated with the American Revolution, when the first soldiers to shed their blood for our freedom gave their lives. 

George found another commonality among the families offallen soldiers. After their grief had transitioned to numbness and 

• finally to acceptance, many families wanted to mow two things: their sacrifice was not in vain and the nation would never 
forget. These concerns led George on a quest to discover if there was a universally recognized symbol that specifically 
acknowledges the American service men and women who never made it home. To his surprise, he found nothing. Thus the 
Honor and Remember Flag was conceived. 

• 
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BELOW IS AN OPEN LETTER SENT TO THE SOLDIERS AT TONY'S SIDE THAT DAY. 

Dear Downrange Soldiers, 

On December 29th 2005, a snipers bullet claimed the life of our son Tony. This was the most difficult day in our family's life, 
I cannot imagine a more tragic one. And as difficult a day it was for us, our heart breaks for those of you who were by his side. 
You see we know how Tony affected lives, how much ofan iropressionhe made on everyone he touched. That day we not 
only lost a son, but you lost a friend and a brother. We do not know all of the facts, but we do know that he died surrounded by 
those who loved him. 

Tony was a man who tried to lighten every situation and I am sure there were many times you could remember when he made 
you smile or laugh out loud. He was dedicated to his family a good husband and father and spent every available minute 
communicating back home. And when he was home, loving on his wife and children. Some of you remember last summer 
when his daughter Ava was born and how he so appreciated being given the time to leave training to be by his wife's side. 

He was a good soldier, rarely complaining and excited at every phase of his training. Being a former runner he especially 
loved PT, accepted the challenges of AlT, language school and was particularly proud of his Army and Germanjnmp wings. 



Tony strongly believed in what he was doing, believed in the mission of liberating the Iraqi people and in his relationship with 

you his military family. He knew why he was there and even though he fully expected to return, he was prepared for the 
sacrifice. We want you to know that we firmly believe that he died fighting for those beliefs, and in no way hold anyone 
responsible for his death. There was nothing anyone could have done to more fully protect him. War breeds casualties and 

• 

many thousands of moms and dads have given their children for freedom's cause. I would like to think that Tony's death would 
bring an end, but we know it hasn't. Others have since given their lives and many more will most definitely follow. 

• 
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We are proud that he was a soldier not only in the American army but also in the army of God. Tony had a strong faith in his 
savior Jesus Christ and always knew his future reward. In fact one of the last words he wrote to me was "Dad, donlt worry, 
God is literally my shield". He knew where he would spend eternity and lived that knowledge everyday. God had a purpose 
for Tony's life and took him that day; nothing could have prevented it. 

I know that anyone of you would have willingly taken his place ifpossible, but conversely know this as truth, that Tony 
would have run to take that bullet for you. And that day he did. 

His mother and I want to be sure you know that we pray for your safety everyday. Keep your eyes open, be vigilant at every 
moment, win that war and come back safely to your families. But especially, seek after God's purpose in your lives. 

When your mission is completed please call or write, our home is open and we welcome a visit from you. We would love to 
hear how Tony's life or death was meaningful to you. God Bless each of you, we cannot thank you enough for your service. 
Courage and Honor. 
Very Respectfully 
George L 



• 

• 

• 
324 

Becoming a State Chapter 

As the number of Honor and Remember supporters increases across America, so do the number 
of opportunities to promote the Honor and Remember mission and goals. With the help of 
many we are able to make positive inroads in hundreds of communities and all fifty states. 

For those reasons, Honor and Remember is in the process of developing a network of state 
chapters that will serve as the front line of future efforts to build recognition, involvement and 
support for our cause. From its beginning, Honor and Remember has been a grassroots effort. 
We truly believe that the only way we can accomplish our mission is with a "boots on the 
ground" presence in every state that will enable us to: identifY and communicate with local 
Gold Star families; promote the flag and the cause to municipal and state officials; encourage 
corporate sponsorship; collect petition signatures; and organize local fundraising and 
promotional events. 

If you have an interest in helping us organize a state chapter where you live, please contact us 
below. Our National Chapter Director will respond with information and guidelines for creating 
an Honor and Remember chapter in your area. 

Email: Chapters@HonorandRemember.org 

Postal Address: 
State Chapters 
Honor and Remember, Inc 
POBox 16834 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Fax: (757) 204-4726 

Alaska State Chapter 
AKchapter@HonorandRemember.org 

North Carolina State Chapter 
NCchapter@HonorandRemember.org 

Ohio State Chapter 
OHchapter@HonorandRemember.org 

Virginia State Chapter 
V Achapter@HonorandRemember.org 



Sponsoring a Personalized Flag: 

Our country was founded and maintained on individual separate lives, names not statistics. One life upon one life, 

precept upon precept, similar to the building blocks of a foundation, our country continues to remain strong and eee. 
A unique feature of the Fiag design is the option to personaiize it, to actually carry the name of a friend or loved 

one as part of its structure. Not only can the flag be flown in general but it can also be displayed in specific honor of 

one lost. 

It is our desire and organizational goal that every family that lost a loved one in military service to our country 

should have a personalized flag. Regardless of the era, as far back as Korea, we are working on the task. A flag that 

proudly represents that special life lost and compliments the hundreds of thousands that will fly across this nation 

in grateful respect. 

This mission includes partnering with individuals, organizations, corporations and government entities to seek out 

Gold Star families and help us by sponsoring and presenting Honor and Remember Flags. 

Here are several examples of how partnerships are working: 

Retired sailors from the FRA, Branch 5, Norfolk VA, collected funds to provide flags for all 17 families that lost loved 

ones on the USS Cole bombing. Personalized flags were presented at a special ceremony on October 12, 2008 the 

8th anniversary of their October 12, 2000 sacrifice . 

• PI Matthew Drake, lone survivor of a suicide car bomber and mother lisa Schuster donated and presented 

personalized flags October 15, 2008 to the three mothers who lost their soldier sons in Iraq on October 15th, 2004, 

the fourth anniversary oftheir loss. (See newsletter issue 4) . 

. Honor and Remember Inc, presented flags to the president and executive board member ofthe National American 

Gold Star mothers on September 26th. Mrs Georgie Carter lost her son Bruce, in 1969, Vietnam, Mrs Molly Morel 

who lost Brent in 2004, Iraq. 

We are currently working with our state government to present, in a general ceremony, Honor and Remember flags 

to Gold star families in the state. We hope to model this in state ceremonies around the country. 

local Veterans organizations are identifying Gold Star families in their areas and preparing flags for specific tribute 

presentations. 

Gold Star mothers who have received flags are now presenting flags to others. 

There are hundreds of ways to reach out and honor so many families who gave all. We believe that there are still 

over 20,000 families yet to individually recognize. We are currently fund raising and taking donations to accomplish 

our national goal. 

• you would like to order a personalized flag for yourself or someone as a gift please visit our online store or 

donate below. However please contact us if you would like to participate in any other way to help accomplish our 

mission. 
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111 'I'll CON(nmSS 
1ST SE:--;:-';IU~ H.R.I034 

To cllll(;lId tith~ :'l(), UJlif<~d Statl's Code, to desig-Ilate the HOlloI' Hllc! Helllclll· 

bt~J' Fla).! {:I'(~Htl'd b,\' HOlloI' Hnd HCIIIl'llliJCI', 1m:., (IS 1111 ofth:iHI S)'llliJoi 

to n'{~()gllize alld hOllol' 11ll~lllhel's of till! Al'liled F\>I'ees who died ill 
till' liJl(~ of dllty, alld fol' othcl' plll'P0Sl~S. 

IN 'rEE I-roUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEIIHLIHY 12, 21J1J!J 

:\11'. FOHBI';x illtl'odlH~t~d tlw j'ollmrillg' hill; whieh \\"1\S I'l'fel'l't'd to tlw 
COllltliittl'l' 011 the .Jlltiit:i1lI'Y 

A BILL 
'1'0 aUWIH] title ;l(i, U uitud Status Code, to desigllate t.he 

HOlloI' aud HCl1lemher F'l<1'" ereatl'd b,' HOllO!' am1 He-reo " 

memher, Iu(~" as all official symhol to recogllizu awl 

hOllO!' llwmburs of the Armed Fon~e;; \I'ho died iu the 

iiue of duty, ami for other purposes, 

Beil ell acted /1,1} the Scnale ((!Iii/ House Ii/' Re!)/'esculll-

2 lives 1?I'llie Ullited Slales 1!/'1lmericIl ill CO/l,IJress asselilbled, 

3 SECTION L DESIGNATION OF HONOR AND REMEMBER 

4 FLAG FOR FALLEN MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

5 FORCES. 

6 (a) p[!\])[!\(]S,-Cougl'ess finds the followiug: 
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2 

(1) Since the Revolutionary \Var, more than 

2 Olle! IIliliion nwmbt'!'s of the Unite(1 States Arlllcd 

3 POl'(~l!S haw pai<1 the ultinlHte pl'lce by sacrificing 

4 till'ir lives in the line of duty. 

5 (2) The contrihutions of those fallen Inembers 

6 of the Anne(i Forces <Ire deselTing of national rcc-

7 ognition. 

8 un C\lITentiy, there is no officially recognized 

9 symbol that acknO\rledg·es memiJen; of the AnlJeti 

10 F'on~es who die(} in the lille of dut~,. 

11 (il) DESJ(;!\'A'J'Io!\'.-Chapter D of t.itle :3G, Uniteel 

12 States Code, is alllclHled by ,HIding at t.he end t.he fol-

13 lowing IWW seet.ion: 

14 "§ 904. Honor and Remember flag for fallen members 

15 of the Armed Forces 

16 "(a) DESIC:!\,ATIO!\'.-The Honor and Hememiler 

17 Flag cI·eated by Honor and Hemell1her, Inc., is designated 

18 as the symhol of our Nation's concern aIHi COlfllllitnJent. 

19 to honoring and rememhering the lives of all members of 

20 the U niteel States Armed F'orces who have lost their lives 

21 in the line of dllty. 

22 "(b) RE(llJIHEIl DISI'LAy.-(l) The Honor ami He-

23 nWlllber Flag shall he displaye(1 at tlw locations specified 

24 in subsl,et.ion (c) on the days specified in paragraph (2): 

.HR 1034 IH 
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"(2) The required HOlloI' and Hel1lemhcr F'lag display 

2 days me the following: 

3 "(A) Armed pOJ'(~es Day, the third Saturday in 

4 lIlay. 

5 "(13) Melllorial Day, the last l\'IolHlay nl May. 

6 "(e) l~lag Day, .June 14. 

7 "(D) lndc]lenden~l' Day, July 4. 

8 "(E) National POW/MIA Hecognition Day. 

9 "(l~) Vetl~rans Day, Novenlber 11. 

10 ''(:-l) In addition to the days slJel~ified in paragraph 

II (2), Honor alHI Hememher Plag display days incllllk~ 

12 "(A) in the case of display at the World War 

13 II Memorial, Korean \Var Veterans Memol"ial, and 

14 Vietnalll Vetenms Memorial (required hy suhseetion 

15 (c)(:m, any day on which the Unitecl States flag is 

16 displayed; 

17 "(B) III the ease of display at Ille(lical centcrs 

18 of the Dl~partnlUnt of Veterans Affairs (required hy 

19 suhsection (c)(7)), any rlay on which the tlag of the 

20 United States is (Iisplayed; aml 

21 "(e) in the ease of display at. United States 

22 Postal Service post offices (required by suhsedion 

23 (c)(8)), the last business day before a day specified 

24 in paragraph (2) that in any year is not itself a 

25 business cla.y . 

• HR 1034 IH 



329 

4 

"(e) LOCNJ'IO"S FOB I~LM; DISI'LAY.-The loeations 

2 for the display of the HOllO)' Hnd Hcmember Plag Hilder 

3 sH\Jseetioll (b) are the following: 

4 "(1) The Capitol. 

5 "(2) The White I-Iollse. 

6 "(:1) The \Vodd War II iVlemol'iul, the Korean 

7 \Val' Veterans i\'Ielllol'ial, Hlld t.he Vietnam Veterans 

8 Mcmorial. 

9 "(4) Eaeh national eellleterv. 

JO "(ii) The Illlilcling's containing the official offiee 

II of-

12 "(A) the Seeretary of State; 

13 "( B) the Secl'etllJ',\' of Ddeuse; 

14 

15 

"( C) the Seel'etmy of V derailS Affairs; 

aJl(1 

16 "(D) the Direetor of tlw Selective Ser\'icc 

17 System. 

18 "(G) Eaeh llH\iOl' military installatioll, as des-

19 ignated by the Seel'etm',Y of Ddellse. 

20 "(7) Eaeh mUllieal eentel' of the Department of 

21 Vetera llS Affa irs. 

22 "(8) Eaeh United States Postal Sel'viec post of-

23 fice. 

24 "(d) DISPLAY To BE I" A MA""EH VISIBLE '1'0 TIlE 

25 PUBLIC.-Display of the HOllOI' anc! Helllember Flag Plll'-

.HR 1034 IH 
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suant to this seetiou shall he iu a manuel' desig'llt~d to en-

2 slu'e visibility to the Jluhlic. 

3 "(e) JjDll'l'A'I'IO?\.-'l'his sect.iou may l1Ot. he eou-

4 st.rued 01' applied so as to require auy employee t.o report 

5 to 1I'0rk solely for t.he plu']lose of providing for t.he display 

6 of the HonOl' aud HeIuell1ber Flag 01' allY other flag.". 

7 (c) CumICAL A~IE?\IHIE"'J'.-'l'he t.able of sed.ious 

8 at. t.he beg'inuing of slwh dlHpter is amenderl by adding 

9 at. t.1ll! end the' following ncll' item: 

10 (d) REnULA'I'IO?\S I·'OH bU'LEME?\'I'ATI()?\.-Not 

II later t.han 180 days after t.he date of the ewwtlllent. of 

12 this Ad, the head of eaeh depal't.llwllt, ageney, or other 

13 est.ablisllltwut. I'espollsihle for a locatiou specified iu sub-

14 sedion (e) of sedion D04 of title a6, United States Code, 

15 as <HIded by subsedioll (a), shall prescribe such l'egllla-

16 tiOIlS <IS ueecssal'y to can," out sueh sed.ion. 

17 (e) PW)CUBEMENT ,\ND DISTHIHUTIO!\ OF PI,A(:S.-

18 Not I<ltel' th<lu :30 (lays <lftel' the date of tIl() ewwtllll'nt 

19 of this Ad., the Adll1inistratm' of Gellcnll Services shall 

20 eOlllnwnce the prOCUl'elllellt of HOllOI' alld Hell1embel' 

21 Flags and distribute the III as nceessary t.o pel'lnit cOlupli-

22 HIICl' with section 904 of title :Hi, Ullited States Code, as 

23 ,Hided by subsection (a). 

o 

.HR 1034 IH 
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.. DUSE COMMITTEE REPOI, .. 
'----" '--./ 

(7) 
Date Referred to Committee: March 10,2010 FURTHER REFERRALS: 

Date of Committee Action: :5 <~.~ ~ 10 

The HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS considered: 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 53 

Urging the United States Congress to pass H.R. 1034, designating the Honor and Remember Flag as an official 
symbol to recognize and honor members ofthe armed forces orthe United States who died in the line oj" duty. 

HJR 53-HONOR AND REMEMBER FLAG 

Recommends it be replaced with [ I HCS 0' [ I CS fO'c--=:--:--:::c::::-____ -:--:-::_-:=:-.-_I,--;-:--;---= 
For Senate Bills with new title: f J Tech/lical Title f J New Title: HCR,___ I Same Title [ I New Title 

attach amendments 
add new referral to _____ Committee 
Letter of Intent Committee 

NEW FISCAL NOTES Lis/of 
Abbrt!v 
for 
DepTs.: 

*Assi~ned by Chief Clerk's Office 

ADM 
CED 
COR 
CRT 
EED 
DEC 
DFG 
GOV 
DHS 
[,WF 
LAW 
LEG 
MvA 
DNR 
DrS 
REV 
DOT 
VA 

LIst bv Deol(s): 
, 
I 

'FN# FiSCHl 

Signing with recommendations ~ 

I'" (//VI 

// /1/ 
III /, 

Chair: lf4//~ ~ 
Chair: Ilf 

y 

Indct. Zero 

X 

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES 
List bv Dentls): 

r7~ Last Name 

hrZl 

1 

FN# 

DP 

Ix 

Fiscnl 

DNP 

Indet. 

NR 
I 

Zero 

AM 
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