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ALASKA STATE SENATE 

SENATOR FRED DYSON 

Date: March 17, 2010 

To: Representative Bry Edgmon, Chair 
House Fisherie Sp cial Committee 

From: Senator Fre~~~ICh1~/ 

Re: Committee Hearing Request for CSSB 274 

I respectfully request CS Senate Bill 274, "An Act naming the new state fish hatchery on the 
Elmendorf Air Force Base the William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery" be scheduled for a 
committee hearing. 

During Session Oanuar), - May); Alaska State Capitol. Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (800) 342-2199 • (907) 465-2199. (907) 4654587 (fax) 

During Interim Gune-December): 10928 Eagle River Road, Suite 238 • Eagle River, Alaska 99577. (907) 694-6683. (907) 694-1015 (fax) 

senator Jred.dyson@legis.state.ak.us _ www.akrepublicans.org 
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CS Senate Bill 274 

An Act naming the new state fish hatchery on the Elmendorf Air Force Base the 

William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery 

HOUSE FISHERIES SPECIAL COMMITIEE 

Representative Bryce Edgmon, Chair 
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SENATOR FRED DYSON 

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SB 274 - William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery 

The purpose of this bill is to name the new state fish hatchery on Elmendorf Air Force Base, the 
William Jack Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery. Hernandez pioneered the fish rearing and fish 
hatchery program at Ft. Richardson. 

William Jack "Bill" Hernandez served his country valiantly during WWII, serving as a civilian 
contractor on Wake Island in the South Pacific, building fortifications for USMC personneL 
Wake Island was attacked by the Japanese on Dec. 7, 1941, the same day as the Pearl Harbor attack, 
and a violent 16 day struggle ensued between the Marine regiment and an overwhelming enemy 
force. On December 23, 1941, Wake Island was captured and Mr. Hernandez was taken as a 
prisoner of war. He was a POW for three years before being released following surrender of the 
Japanese forces in 1945. 

In 1947 Mr. Hernandez enlisted in the US Army, and in 1956 his unit was transferred to Fort 
Richardson where he became a Fish and Wildlife"Conservation NCO. His orders were to rehabilitate 
the lakes and streams on post. As a result of Mr. Hernandez efforts, in 1957 the Secretary of the 
Army approved a cooperative agreement between the Army, the Alaska Territorial Department of 
Fish and Game, and the Fort Richardson power plant, allowing the plant's cooling pond to be used 
for rearing fish. Mr. Hernandez ran the fish rearing project, and annual production reached 12,000 
rainbow trout, 100,000 Chinook salmon smolt, and 200,000 Coho salmon smolt. 

In 1968 Mr. Hernandez retired from the US Army and received an Army Commendation Medal for 
his efforts. Shortly after retirement, Hernandez was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game as a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. In a few years he returned to Fort Richardson to 
manage the large scale fish hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. He also worked at the nearby 
Elmendorf fish hatchery. In 1983, after 26 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trout, 
Hernandez retired. 

Sadly, Hernandez died of cancer in 2003. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7665 honored him 
with a 21-gun salute. He was the epitome of Tom Brokaw's "Greatest Generation." Without his 
drive and dedication, the fish rearing project at Fort Richardson would have never gotten off the 
ground. His life's work made an enormous contribution to the sport and commercial fishing 
industry of the Cook Inlet region. Please honor William Jack "Bill" Hernandez by supporting this 
legislation. 

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580 

Ouring Session Oanuary. May): Alaska State Capitol. Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (BOO) 342-2199. (907) 465-2199. (907) 465-4587 (fax) 

Ouring Interim Gune-December): 10928 Eagle River Road, Suite 238. Eagle River, Alaska 99Sn. (907) 694-6683 • (907) 694-1015 (fax) 

senatorJred.dyson@legis.state.ak.us. \vww.akrepublicans.org 
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SB 274 Notes 

1. Director Charlie Swanton, ADF&G, Division of Sport Fish, states that he takes no official position 
with respect to naming a public facility. Swanton also states he has no objection to the proposed 
name (William Jack Hernandez) for the fish hatchery. 

2. Director Swanton states the Division of Sport Fish has not received any additional 
recommendations for naming the fish hatchery, other than recommendations for naming it after 
William Jack Hernandez, and several former staff members have also recommended naming the new 
hatchery after Hernandez. 

3. The new state fish hatchery will be completed May 2011. 

4. Citizens (including current and former ADF&G employees) who strongly support this legislation 
and wish to testify via teleconference: 

Tom Namtvedt, 5640 Portage Drive, Wasilla, AK 99654 - (907)355-7403 

Larry Engel, 16341 E Vera Way, Palmer, AK 99645-8641 - (907)745-4132 

Darrell Keifer, 3709 Carleton Ave, Anchorage, AK 99517-1542 - (907)279-3187 

Fred Williams, PO Box 88, Copper Center, AK 99573 - (907)822-3922 

Gary A. Wall, PO Box 101007, Anchorage, AK 99510-1007 - (907)223-4640 cell/333-5901 lim 

Sidney Logan, PO Box 2589, Soldotna, AK 99669-2589 - (907)262-4048 

David A Watsjold, 2811 Cutwater Ct, Anchorage, AK 99516-3473 - (907)345-5166 

Robert (Bugs) McCartney, PO Box 91, Palmer, AK 99645 - (907)376-3551 

Louis S Bandirola (retired Deputy Director, Division of Sport Fish, ADF&G), 2616 Douglas Hwy, 
Apt 106, Juneau, AK 99801-2047 - (907) 780-4207 

Larry J Heckart (retired Regional Research Supervisor, Division of Sport Fish, ADF&G), PO Box 
11046, Anchorage, AK 99511-0446 - (907) 349-3361 

Contact: Chuck Kopp, Staff to Senator Dyson (907)465-6580 
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Representative Wes Keller 
600 E. Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla AK, 99654 

Dear Representative Kcller: 

5640 Portage Drive 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
aktn@gci.net 
December 24, 2009 

I am a retired ADF&G fisheries biologist. commercial fisherman and one of your 
constituents. I and various active and retired ADF&G biologists are requesting your 
assistance with legislation to name the new Elmendorf fish hatchery after the man who 
pioneered the fish rearing and hatchery program at the Ft Richardson: William Jack (Bill) 
Hernandez (biography. photos, news clippings and draft bill attachcd). The Elmendorf 
hatchery is under construction and is scheduled to be completed in May of 20 II. I have 
written Representative Dahlstrom and Senator Dyson, who represent Elmendorf AFB, to 
sponsor legislation to name the hatchery after Mr. Hernandez. 

Mr. Hernandez was a remarkable man who was a Wake Island civilian POW during 
WWII, enlisted in the U.S. Army after liberation, and, in 1957, while a sergeant in the 
Army, started the fish rearing program at Ft. Richardson. He ran the fish rearing facility 
for II years, with annual production reaching 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout, 
100,000 Chinook smolt and 200,000 coho srnolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968, and 
I was appointed to be his successor at Ft Richardson. Bill left huge "shoes" to fill. There 
was no hatchery at the site then but rather the pond was segregated into three areas for 
rearing fish. Two old Quonset huts served as living quarters, warehouse, office and lab. 
Trout were stocked in lakes on military land as well as Anchorage area lakes. Salmon 
smolt were released into Ship Creek, and returning adult salmon contributed to the 
commercial and sport fishery. Bill often worked seven days a week, with limited 
assistance from ADF&G or Army personnel. Bill was not immune from other duties 
regularly assigned to NCOs, and he spent one night a week as duty NCO at HQ CO. Bill 
was a busy guy! After Army retirement, Bill worked another 15 years as a fish culturist 
for ADF&G at the Fire Lake Hatchery and the new hatcheries on Ft. Richardson and 
Elmendorf AFB. 

Sadly, Bill died of cancer in 2003. Without his drive and dedication, the fish rearing 
project at Ft. Richardson would have never gotten off the ground and the hatchery there 
probably would have never been constructed. He made an enormous contribution to 
Anchorage sport fishermen and Cook Inlet commercial fishermen. Please honor William 
Jack (Bill) Hernandez by helping with this legislation. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Tom Namtvedt 
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January 25. 20 I 0 

Mr. Tom Namtvedt 
5640 Portage Drive 
Wasilla. Alaska 99654 

Dear Mr. Namtvedt: 

Representative Wes Keller 

Thank you for your letter regarding a recommendation to name the Fort Richardson Fish 
Hatchery after Mr. Hernandez. Based on the historical account, the concept of fish hatcheries in 
SouthcentraJ Alaska must truly be attributed to his efforts. 

I am joining you in suggesting to Representative Dahlstrom that she sponsor legislation to name 
the soon to be completed Elemdorf fish hatchery after William Jack (Bill) Hernandez. I will join 
her as a co-sponsor of that bill. I am asking her, as she serves as the Representative for Elemdorf 
Air Force Base. 

Again, I would like to thank you for bring this information to my attention. It is important to 
honor those who throughout our history have done the work that makes Alaska what it is today. 
Obviously. Mr. Hernandez is one of those pioneers who should not be forgotten. 

I 

s;;r;~ 
W~ Keller 
Representative 
District 14 

Cc: Representative Nancy Dahlstrom 

Ourll"g S~ion (JJnuary . '\pnl). Afasla Statt C.1pitol • 120 4th Strec:t. 'u~au. Alask.. 99801 • (800) 468-2186 • f:u. (907) -16S-l818 
During Interim 1;\1:3y - OCCCnlNr): 600 E. R.JJlrold ,'venue, \V:bl!la. A1aslo 99654 • 1907) 373-1842 • r~ (907) 373-4719 

RepresenbtM.wes.kller@lcgls,'State.ak.us • \w.'\\I.housemJiori~.org 

Not P31d for With State funds 
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William Jack Hernandez 

William Jack (Bill) Hernandez was born in Los Angeles, California on April 30, 1920 and died 
Aug, 31, 2003 in Wasilla, At the age of21, Bill was employed by Morrison-Knudson 
Construction Co. building fortifications on Wake Island. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, he 
and other civilian contractor personnel were assigned to assist the Marine detachment defending 
the Wake Island. On Dec. 23, 1941, Wake Island was captured. and Bill was imprisoned in 
various POW camps in China. He survived an escape attempt, breaking his ankle while jumping 
from a train. He was subsequently recaptured, and this is described in several books on the battle 
of Wake Island, perhaps most notably "Jim's Journey: A Wake Island Civilian POW's Story" as 
well as a History Channel documentary: "Wake Island: Alamo of the Pacific." 

After the war, Bill returned to California enlisting in the Army in 1947. He initially served as a 
foreign language interpreter, and his early military career took him to Korea and Europe. Bill 
honed his chess skills and became a Chess Master. At one point, Bill defeated Japan's top chess 
player. In 1956. his unit was transferred to Fort Richardson, where he became a Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation NCO. His orders were to rehabilitate the lakes and streams on post. In 
1957. after several months of negotiating with the military and others, Bill received a letter from 
the Secretary of the Army approving a cooperative agreement between the Army, the Alaska 
Territorial Department of Fish and Game and the Fort Richardson power plant which allowed the 
plant's cooling pond to be utilized for rearing fish. Bill ran the fish rearing project, and annual 
production reached as high as 12,000 catchable-size rainbow trout, 100,000 Chinook smolt and 
200.000 coho smolt. Bill retired from the Army in 1968 and received an Army Commendation 
Medal for his efforts: "Through his perseverance. ingenuity, and scholarly research, he 
conceived and pioneered a process of rearing rainbow trout, silver salmon and king salmonfrom 
the fingerling stage to the migratory smolt, and in addition, accelerated the re.rtocking of post 
and community lakes and streams. By virtue of Sergeant Hernandez' diligent efforts coupled 
with his high sense of responsibility, the military conservadon program in Alaska received 
successive official and recorded recognition by the State Legislature of Alaska and by the 
United States Senate. His invaluable service to the military and civilian communities of Alaska 
earned him the worthy respect and admiration of all with whom he came in contact. " 

Shortly after his Army retirement. Bill was hired by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as 
a Fish Culturist at the Fire Lake Hatchery. He returned to Ft Richardson a few years later to 
manage the large scale hatchery constructed at the cooling pond. Bill also worked at the 
Elmendorfhatchery. In 1983. after 26 years of dedicated service raising salmon and trout, Bill 
retired again. 

Bill then purchased a boat and fished commercially for seven seasons in Bristol Bay. When not 
tishing. Bill spent his time at his cabin on Lake Susitna and groomed snowmobile trails in the 
area. He was a member of the Wake Island Civilian Survivors Association, a Mason, and a 
Cooperative Weather Observer for NOAA. Though Bill never married, his many friends and 
dog Peggy were his Alaskan family. He was loved and respected by everyone who knew him. 

Bill was buried in his native California, close to his twin sister Jewel with whom he shared a 
special bond. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7665 honored him with a 21-gun salute. Bill 
Hernandez was the epitome of Tom Brokaw's "Greatest Generation", 
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ConUnuIMS tn:xn page 0 ; 

'scoopini up a few fish at a I-
time in lonl-handled nets. . 

',The nets are emptied into 
·the tubs with 1'1 wild splash· !: 0_ 

'lna tbat is stilled as the tmn- ' 
Quillur. cal1M MC-222, takes 
effect. The drua tranquilizes . 
YoluntuJ')' muscle action witb· _ -.. _. 
out at1ectlnl the involuntary 
muscles. so a fish enn breathe 
through Its ,Ills but cannot 
lift a tin ttl save its life. 

Each fish Is piek~ up by 
two bands, A lentle squeeze 
to the middle of the cut can­
'finn'S the fish,'s status. EllS 
will protNde (rom the under· 
side of • ripe female. Males 
wUl squirt dear liquid or 

'white milt. 
'Femnlel with eus are 

passed into a tub next to the 
doorway of a tent coverinc a 
lenlth of the raC'ewoy. Males 
oro tro.mferred to a penned. 
off area ot the far end of the 
raceway. Inside the Quonset­
shaped tent two handlers 
work steadily. 
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One holds the fish upside 
down while the other picks 
up a metallle device shaped 
like a common carden hose 

8111 Hernandez orodloa tho loat lIedt ho elil handlo at Fort RIchardson. No", he plano to catch flah tor hlmeal'. 

noule. A brown hose trails 
off Into the water and Is 
attached to a large green cyl· 
lnder of the lame oxygen hos· 
plto.ll u.a. There is a triBsar 
on the noule device and. at 
the md, 11 short. thick needle 
that looks as thouah It could 
tlJl a basketball. The needle is 
sharp, lhauah. and II quick 
Jab into the nsb's body cavIty 
just behind tbe dorsal fin 
produces no blood. 

With D pull of the triBBer. 
oxyaC!n at low pressure nows 
Into tbe flm. gently forcina 
aut the briSht omage eBBS in 
a steady stream tbtlt IPUla 
into a round ph:astlc tray. The 
ell' are checked to set! if the 
color is normsl and if there 
ore any genetic mutotions. 
Oet'aslonally, bnd eggs wUl be 
dark or lteen. 

At one time eggs were har. 
vnted by squeezing the sides 
of the fish. a process that 
damaled the eas and hurt 
the tith. 

While one worker poun the 
ClIP into a lareer bucket, 
another tosses tbl! rainbow 
into D penncd-off section of 
the racewllY Inside the tent. 
The flsh slips Into the water 
like 4 limp torpedo and lies 
still tor a minute or two. 8ills 
worklno: in o:u1ps. Tbe con­
stantly nowiPS water soon 
wllSbea away tbe paraiy%tnB 
drua. With nUle rucks of the 
teB an.d (l fAW tum. at the 

... head. the nsb rlshts itself and 
• su.rges off into the distance. 
:- Forty floh cont.ribute 1.200 
- 10 2.000 egp apiece. The. eBBS i are disinfected to kill Berms 
-I trom human eontoct and giY-

en to another worker for fer­
tiliZJIHon. 

, Th.e process Is qutek. Wi\h 
the male rub held tlnnlY in 
one hand, the handler squeez· 
es a white stream of milt into 
the bucket. Unlike temales. 
most males die after contrib· 
utlnD to the 8I!DeUc pool. It Is 

0.11 

o 

Thin yoar tho EJmondorf hatchery alII produco 5 mntlon rcfnttow tl"Dut aggo. 

the same in the wild. Thr.n! Is 
no natural reason for male 
fish to dve another winter. 
Although wlnter water tem· 
peratures dip to as low as 3. 
deareet. virtually stopping all 
feeclinl and movement. the 
low oxygen eaatcnt in the 
lakes would not support lara­
er tllb population •. 

Elmendorf is able to tunc­
tlon year·round u a hntc:hery 
~uu It tl'(!clv", from an 
Air Force generatln4 plant a 
constant lIupply of SUCgrel! 
WBstc water that 18 piped b.alt 
8 mUe to the hatchery. There 
it· i, mixed with Ship Creek 
w.ater nnd brouaht to a stable! 
t.e.mperotuTO. 

The. t,ernperatureIJ aro con· 
stAntly mool~red and aluJ'DllJ 
sound it there til a varlance of 
.more than 0 few decree:J. 
Rainbowa CIlttnot Ilw in wa· 
ter above 62 dearees without 
lIufferinn from 0 kUllnB form 
of stn:s:a. For :t"lmon, tM 

disaster brink is several de­
crees lower. Rainbows live in 
42-degree water in the winter 
IUId 4.6-ciegMe water lo the 
sprins when lPawnina. 

Ot the 19 flah hatcheries 
and rearintl facillUa in A,Ja,. 
Ito., Elmeadorf I. tbe only one 
tbat httndles broad stoclt raln­
bow, the fish from which we 
get mora 1Wl. Other hatcher­
Ie. trnp wUd 1D.1mon In 
!!trea!!U Me eelleet the CIl&S 
for n!lIrtna. 

Th~re 11ft! approximately 
18,000 ot tbc dark, tr.t trout In 
thret! nu:ewOYD at Elmendorf. 
rn:naIna ill noe tram. 1 to .. 
y ..... 

Watching tl1nuunds ot! 
them rolling In the: '!:IDter can 
nJ"O\UlO even the mort al!iUnl 
flshenn8.D, but cntchinn the3e 
hAnd·ted b'o_:UltiC2 wcuJd bo 
quite 11 trick. 

An "'teht-loot-hilIh ehain 
Unk feru::a lIurround:): the propa 
('rty-. Indd~. !!Igbt la.rij;e l:"hite 

plastk dJshes create invisible 
barrlcrs just Inslde! the fc!ace. 
Cross their line of fire and a 
shrieking alann goes oft out· 
side the offiee and inside the 
newl,. constructed nt4IUl&'e:r'. 
house Just 8 hundn!d ;yards 
away. 

CastIne II lema line over the 
fence wouldn't work, clther. 
A 2().foot moat of land acps­
rutes thl! fence trnm the­
Ulnlu:. Rcachlna the pands 
would be simple ettOUab. but 
dJ'06aID(J a flaMing trout 
oVC!rlnmi nnd flippina it over 
tho fence would be all but 
Impossible. 

'I'herc ts more iECle-Dee than 
meots tbe aye Inllide tbe 
hatchery. Bes:ldas the ell."c. 
ttonIcally t'ontJ'OIIC!d ~::tnn 
water 'l'lrtcm, thCl't! lD food 
thD., would C!lpth";l~ 'he me:;" 
Jaded tr:ldec of junl: rood 
W1-:'l!)(X'i'S. 

B::u:k in the l!1!tb. tb~ c:rrJy 

days of fisheries science. fisb 
at hatcheries Outside were 
fed chopped cattle guts. 
Seemed like a good idea at 
the time. It was a waste 
product. the fisb ate it vora· 
ciously. and it appealed to 
people who thouaht all that 
came from cattle was good. 

But the diet soon caused 
epidemic disease and many 
early hatcheries were closed. 

Today. fish food Ii a sd· 
ence [tBeU. Bagged in 50-
pound sacks like dog food. 
the Oregon mash used at El­
mendorf conta.in:s 22 In~di· 
~ts ranging from fish meal 
to vitamins. An abundance of 
berrin&' oil makes tbe pellets 
soft. Mature fish are fed at 
least once a day and consume. 
He~dez says, about 1 per­
cent of theIr total body 
weight daily. Young fish are 
fed more otten, up to seven 
times a day. The Elm~dort 
hatchery uses 700 pounds of 
fish tood daily in tbe peak 
sprins season. 

Althoueh he had the oppor­
tunity to advance in tbe De­
p:r.rtment at Fish and Grune 
bJerarchy tuld the latet bu· 
reaucracies that came to con­
trol tbe hzltcheries in Alaska. 
Hernandez never pursued 
tboso career avenues. This 
summar, alter worltlna more 
thnn 25 yun: for othC1'!J in the 
bm:!:dllna of fish. Herrumdez 
"!II ~ filh on hJs own. 
W!tb b.u: 32 faat bWit. the HC'z.. 
na:ndo 1. h:t wUl hcc.d out into 
Bristol Bay in .::c.o.rch of kiI1a 
salman. 

A homo comput(T v:lU bclp 
h1m k~p tr.Jch of eotth r:ltC3 
fish llXlldom nnd r~'dlDZ p:.t= 
tt"m!.. Bu: ou.t on tho rolliroa­
bny. Hcrnandu ~ill we hl:t 
own lru:tlnrt. Ck.:lDcd from 
&~n of "1X'~. m ~teh 
~. 0.. 

_______________________________ ----1 
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