


House Transportation Committee, March 17, 2009, Room 17

Department of Health and Social Services testimony regarding Senate Bill 72
(Child Safety and Seat Belts)

Offered by Lee Parham, State EMS Training Coordinator, Division of Public
Health

The Department of Health and Social Services supports Senate Bill 72, the
Child Safety Seats and Seat Belt bill. This bill amends AS 28.05.095(b) to set
specific standards for the use of child passenger restraints.

e Motor vehicle related injuries are the leading cause of death in the U.S. of
children between the age of two and 14 years of age, and one of the leading
causes of hospitalization and leading cause of mortality for children <1 and
14 years of age.

® _In 2006, seven children were severely injured in Alaska in motor vehicle |
lcrashes. From 2002 to 20086, 63 children have been injured in motor vehicle |
crashes in Alaska, per the Alaska Trauma Registry_(ATR)J

e Children who are restrained in booster seats are 59% less likely to be
injured in a crash than children restrained by a lap belt only.

¢ _Nationally, voluntary seatbelt inspection stations report that 80-85 % of
children are improperly restrained; and one-third of children under age 141
use the wrong_type of restraint!

e According to the ATR, >85% of the children hospitalized were improperly
restrained (lap belt/shoulder harness only) or were not restrained at all.

® The current statute that references child safety devices is_confusing_about
specific standards for age and weight based restraints!

¢ This bill is designed to eliminate confusion about which restraints are
appropriate for each age/weight level.

» The bill clarifies the types of passenger. restraints required by children of

.\larious ages and sizes to prevent and minimize vehicular injuries!

» Currently 43 states have passed booster seat legislation qualifying them for
U.S. Department of Transportation highway safety grants.
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE GRUENBERG

TO: CSSB 72(STA)

p—

Page 1, following line 2:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Section 1. AS 19.10.095 is amended to read:

Sec. 19.10.095. Signs promoting the use of safety belts and child safety
devices. The department may erect and maintain signs encouraging the use of safety
belts and child safety devices at the site of a motor vehicle accident where a fatality
occurred as the result of a person's failing to use a safety belt or child safety device.

This section does not limit the authority of the department to erect or maintain signs to

protect the public safety and welfare of persons using the highways of the state.”
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Page 1, line 3:
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Delete “Section 1"
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Insert "See. 2"
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Senator Hollis French

Capitol Room 417

465-3892
465-6595 fax
MEMORANDUM
Date: March 3, 2009
To: Representative Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
From: Senator Hollis French
RE: SB 72 — List of Potential Witnesses

Gordon Glaser, Education Specialist/Safe Kids Liaison
State of Alaska, Division of Public Health

Cindy Cashen, Administrator
Alaska Highway Safety Office

Nancy Barros
Health Program Manager 11, Division of Public Health

Jill Hodges, Executive Director
Alaska Brain Injury Network

Margaret (Peggy) Hayashi, R.N.
Private Citizen

Jon Cook, Legislative Director
Alaska Auto Dealer’s Association
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Senator Hollis French

Capitol Room 417
465-3892
465-6595 fax

MEMORANDUM
Date: March 3, 2009
To: Representative Peggy Wilson, Chair

House Transportation Committee

From: Senator Hollis French @

RE: Request for Hearing -- SB 72 CHILD SAFETY SEATS AND SEAT
BELTS

This is a request that you schedule a hearing on SB 72 “Child Safety Seats

‘and Seat Belts” at the carliest possible date.

[ have attached a list of potential witnesses, a copy of the bill, some related
materials and numerous letters of support. [ appreciate your consideration.

Attachments



Representative Lindsey Holmes

List of recommended witnesses and interested parties

CS HB 131 - Child Safety Seats and Seat Belts

State Capitol, Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) 465-4919 - Fax: (907) 465-2137
- — Rep.Lindsey. Holmes@legis.state:ak.us - -

Gordon Glaser, Education Specialist — Injury Surveillance & Prevention Programs;
State of Alaska, Department of Health and Social Services

3601 C Street, Suite 222/250
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907) 269-3433

gordan.glaser(@alaska.gov

Cindy Cashen, Administrator — Alaska Highway Safety Office;
State of Alaska, Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

P.O. Box 112500
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-4374
cindy.cashen(@alaska.gov

Representative from the Alaska Department of Public Safety

Representatives from the Alaska medical and public health profession
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Child Passenger Safety

QOur Misslon - Saving Lives

Securing our Most Precious Cargo

Motar vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among childzen ages 2 to 14,
due in large part to the nenuse or improper use of child seats and seat belts.
Warking with parents and our partners our goal |s to ensure every child is properly
secured and safe every trip, every time.

Parents - Not Sure Which Car Seat to Use?

Are you locking for 3 new car seat for your infant, toddler or 4-8 year old child hut
overwhelmed by the choices and worried about how to properly install your car sgat?
Our 4 Steps for Xlds campalgn will help you property choose and Install the correct
car seat for your child. Simply click on the link below that best matches your child,

CPS Advocates - Seeking Resources for yvour Local Efforts?

tf you are a traffic safety advocate, law enforcement officer, or other CPS
stakeholder, click HERE for our 2008 CPS Week Planner designed to help you
promote, enhance, and enforce child passenger safety.

4 Easy Steps to Protect America's Children

= FORWARD-FACING

5 TODDLER SEATS in the
back seat from age 1 and
+ 20 pounds to about age 4

e, i REAR-FACING SEATS in
¥ | the back seat from birth
~ " toatleast 1 year oid and |

LI W , ‘ x
..o weseeat least 20 pounds. My : and 40 pounds.
A . _*." SAFETY BELTS at age 8
. l al gg:ess:::‘ fi?:;i:t t:gee y and older or taller than
. 4'G”. Al children age 12
i . :;o, ?;':east age 8, unless =%} and under should ride In
B ' . ...¥ the back seat,
Latest News:

® LATCH Child Safety Seat System Confusing, Says NHTSA Study
Q Details of LATCH study {pdf)

® Key Provislons of Occupant Restraint Laws
® |ATCH Child Restraint System
® iow Child Booster Seat Use Called "Unacceptable”

Terms ot Use | FOIA | Prvacy Pobcy | Conker Poicy | Acceasbaty | £mad NHTSA

QU

G
DY A

http://www nhtsa.gov/portal/site/nhtsa/template. MAXIMIZE/menuitem...

Vehicle Safety Research

<< Back {3 Print_Varsh::—n—i

For Parents
LATCH
Child seat ratings
Child seat check sites
Defects and recalls
Airbags & car seats
Car safety ratings
Child growth chart
Flyer - 4 Steps for Kids

CPS General Topics
Annual CPS campalgn
Policy, taws & regs
Studies & reports
Certification
Local CPS contacts
Educational materials

Materials in Spanish
Annual CPS campalgn
Child seat ratings
Child growth chart,
Flyer - 4 Steps for Kids

2/19/2009 10:31 AM



What are
Alaska's laws on
child safety seats?

As of 2006 the Alaska law
requires all passengers regardless
of age to use a seat belt or
appropriate restraint device.

Children under four years of age
must be properly secured in a
federally approved child satety
seat.

ATNN] Barbara Lavalke

Traffic crashes are the leading
cause of death and injury
to (hlldren ages 0-15 P Chiddren over four must be

S NHTSA, 2001 . .
secured man approved child

Is your child in the righ‘l‘ seat? safety scat. booster seat or safety

helt. whichever o appropriate for

Infants Toddlers youngs*crs (h() i)}”]ICUI;“. L‘:hll(.[

Weight* Up to 20-351bs Over 1 year Over 401bs

d 20-40lbs  up to 801bs . . .

o P The driver of a car is responsible

Type  Infantoniyor  Forward- Bel for every passenger under the age
rear-facing facing/ positioning . < =4
convertible convertible booster Ot 16

Position Rear-facing Forward- Forward-

only facing facing A driver convicted of Viﬂlating
Notes Harness straps Harness straps ~ Must be used the (.:hlld.reStralnt .portl()l;l Of the

at or below at or ahove with lap and law is gllllty of an lnfractlon,

shoulder level shoulders shoulder belts puniShable by a ﬁne Of up to $50
and two demerit points on his/her
operator’s license.

‘Keep children rear facing as long as possible.
* Manufacturer weight/height limits vary.

Always buckle children
in the back seat!!

was nhisidot goy




7 Years of Caring

(/ 1930-2005

Alaska Chapter
Executive Committee

President

Jodyne L. Butto, MD, FAAP
3340 Providence Drive, Ste, 466
Anchorage, AK 98508

Phone: 907/562-2423

Fax: 907/563-1170

E-mail: jlbutto@gci.net

Vice President

Lily J. Lou, MD, FAAP

3340 Providence Drive, Ste. 366
Anchorage, AK 99508-4616
Phone: 907/563-3026

Fax: 907/562-6445

E-mail: lilylou@mindspring.com

Chapter Executive Director
Janice Tower

7645 Griffith Street
Anchorage, AK 99507
Phone: 907/346-8028

Fax: 907/346-8028

E-mail: jltower@alaska.com

Chapter Web site
www/aapalaska.org

AAP Headquarters

141 Northwest Point Bivd

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-1088
Phione: 847/434-4000

Fax: 847/434-8000

E-mail: kidsdocs@aap.org
WWW.aap.org

3781

American Academy of Pediatrics
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN"®

Alaska Chapter

January 26, 2009

Alaska State House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 95801-1182

Dear Honorable Representatives,

On behalf of the Alaska Chapter AAP I would like to lend our chapter’s support for HB
131 that will update and modernize our Child Safety Seat laws to include the use of
booster seats, and to spell out safe practices of child restraint devices that are appropriate
for infants and children of all ages.

Seat belts are made for adults. Children should stay in a booster seat until adult seat belts
fit correctly, usually when the child reaches 4’ 9” in height and is between 8 and 12 years
of age. The Alaska Chapter AAP recommends that state child safety seat laws are brought
up to this standard.

Results from the 2007 National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats conducted by the
National Center for Statistics and Analysis of the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reveals alarmingly that booster seat use rates for children ages 6 and 7
dropped from 36 percent in 2006 to 25 percent in 2007. The study concludes that there is
premature graduation of children from birth to age 12 to restraint types that are
inappropriate for their height or weight.

SB 72 would help to alleviate confusion among parents and caregivers as to which safety
devices are appropriate for their children. Alaska’s pediatricians are happy to do their part
by counseling parents during doctors’ visits on how to keep their children safe while riding
in vehicles.

Sincerely,

ﬁr{f}ne Y CButte,

Jodyne L Butto MD, FAAP
President

Serving Alaska’s Children and Families for Over 40 Years
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Report from the Alaska Trauma Registry on Motor Vehicle Injuries to Children

A query of the Alaska Trauma Registry data for the most recent years available, 2001-
2005, identifies 61 children, from birth through eight years of age, seriously injured in a
motor vehicle crash on the highway. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration recommends that children be restrained in a child safety seat or belt
positioning booster seat up through age eight.

All of these injuries required admission to the hospital, three died, and one two-year-old’s
injuries resulted in quadriplegia. Only five of the 61 injured children were recorded to
have been restrained properly in the recommended child safety seat at the time of
injury — and none of the four mentioned above was properly restrained. There was one
additional injury, not included in the 55, which involved a fetus who was subsequently
delivered by C-section.

A further breakdown of age groups and safety equipment use is as follows:

<1 year: 7 injured 3 restrained in child safety seats; 4 unrestrained

1 year old: 4 injured 1 restrained in a child safety seat; 1 unrestrained; 2 unrecorded

2 years old: 5 injured 2 in child safety seat (1 child seat failed-was ejected); 2 with safety
belt/harness; 1 unrestrained

3yearsold: 6 mjured 1 lap belt only; 5 unrestrained

4-8 years old: 39 injured 15 with safety belt/harness; 9 lap belt only; 11 unrestrained;
4 unrecorded

Total: 61

Clearly the incidence of not using restraints is very high among the injured population in
this study. However, also remarkable, is the incidence of improper restraint, especially
among children ages 4 through 8. Without belt positioning booster seats, this group is not
adequately protected during a motor vehicle crash.

Tariq Ali & Martha Moore

Alaska Trauma Registry, Dept. of Health & Social Services (HSS)
Section of Injury Prevention & EMS (IPEMS)

Division of Public Health
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Child Restraint Laws

http://www.iths.org/laws/childrestraint.aspx

Child restraint laws

March 2009

Overview | Safety belt use laws | Children not covered by safety belt or child restraint laws

Who is covered?

Must be in child restraint Adult safety belt permissible

Maximum fine 1st
offense

younger than 1 or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 6 through 14 years
infant seat; 1 through 4 years or 20-40 pounds in a

forward-facing child safety seat; 5 but not yet 6 in a booster

seat.

law states no preference for rear seat

$25'

3 years and younger 4 through 15 years

law states no preference for rear seat

4 years and younger not permissible

law states no preference for rear seat

Arkansas

5 years and younger and less than 60 pounds 6 through 14 years or 60+ pounds

law states no preference for rear seat

California

5 years and younger or less than 60 pounds? 6 through 15 years or 60+ pounds

children 5 years and younger or less than 60 pounds must be in the rear seat’

Colorado

younger than 1 year and less than 20 pounds in a 6 through 15 years or 55 inches or
rear-facing infant seat; 1 through 3 years and 20-40 more
pounds in a forward-facing child safety seat; 4 through 5

years and less than 55 inches in a booster seat’

law states no preference for rear seat

Connecticut

younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 7 through 15 years and 60+
restraint system; 1 through 6 years who is less than 60 pound54

pounds in a child restraint systern (booster seats may only

be used in a seating position with a lap and shoulder belt)

law states no preference for rear seat

Delaware

7 years and younger and less than 66 pounds® 8 through 15 years or 66+
pounc{s5

$25

children 11 years and younger and 65 inches or less must be in rear seat if passenger airbag is active®

District of Columbia

7 years and younger 8 through 15 years

law states no preference for rear seat

75!

Florida

3 years and younger 4 through 5 years

law states no preference for rear seat

$60°

5 years and younger and 57 inches or less® more than 57 inches

5 years and younger must be in rear seat if available®

$50°

3 years and younger in a child safety seaf; 4 years through 4 through 7 years who are taller

7 years must be in a booster seat or child restraint than 4'"; 4 through 7 years who
are at least 40 pounds seated in a
rear seat where if there are no
available lap'shoulder belts, may
be restrained by a lap beit

$1007

3/3/2009 10:03 AM




Child Restraint Laws http://www.iihs.org/laws/childrestraint.aspx
law states no preference for rear seat
Idaho 6 years and younger not permissible $100
law states no preference for rear seat
llinois 7 years and younger 8 through 15 years; children who 350
weigh more than 40 pounds seated
in the rear where ohly a lap beltis
available
law states no preference for rear seat
Indiana 7 years and younger when driver holds an Indiana license® 8 through 15 years $25!
law states no preference for rear seat
lowa younger than 1 year and less than 20 pounds in a 6 through 10 years $25
rear-facing child seat; 1 through 5 years
law states no preference for rear seat
Kansas all children 3 and younger must be in a child restraint; all chiidren 8 through 13 years; $60
children 4 through 7 who weigh iess than 80 pounds and children 4 through 7 years who
children 4 through 7 who are less than 57 inches tall must weigh more than 83 pounds, and
be in a child restraint or booster seat children 4 through 7 years who are
taller than 57 inches
law states no preference for rear seat
Kentucky 40 inches or less in a child restraint; 6 and younger who 6 and younger who are taller than $50 child restraint;
are between 40 and 50 inches tall in a booster seat 50inches $30 booster seat
law states no preference for rear seat
Louisiana younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a child & through 12 years or greater than $100
safety seat; 1 through 3 years or 20-39 pounds in a 60 pounds
forward-facing child safety seat; 4 through 5 years or 40-60
pounds in a child booster seat
law states no preference for rear seat
Maine less than 40 pounds in a child safety seat, 40-80 pounds 8 through 17 years or less than 18 $50
and less than 8 years in a safety system that elevates the years and more than 4'9"
child so that an adult seat belt fits property
11 years and younger and less than 100 pounds rmust be in rear seat if available
Maryland 7 years and younger and either less than 57 inches or 65 8 through 15 years; children who $25
pounds or less are at least 57 inches or 65
pounds
law states no preference for rear seat
Massachusetts 7 years and younger and less than 57 inches 8 through 12 years; children who $25
are at least 57 inches tall
law states no preference for rear seat
Michigan 7 years and younger and less than 57 inches 8 through 15 years; children who $10
are at least 57 inches tall
law states no preference for rear seat
Minnesota 3 years and younger not permissible $50
law states no preference for rear seat
Mississippi 3 years and younger must be in a child restraint;, 4 through 6 years and younger who either $25

6 years and either less than 57 inches or less than 65 weigh 65 pounds or more or who
pounds must be in a booster seat are 57 inches or taller

law states no preference for rear seat

25t4 89

3/3/2009 10:03 AM



Child Restraint Laws

http://www.iihs.org/laws/childrestraint. aspx
Missourt 3 years and younger must be in a child restraint;, all all children 8 through 16 years; all $50; $10 for
children who weigh less than 40 pounds must be ina CR; 4 children 4 years and older who violations invohing
through 7 years who weigh at least 40 pounds but less than weigh 80 pounds or more or who children taller than
80 pounds and who are 4'9" or shorter must be in either a are taller than 4'9" 4'9" or who weigh
CR or booster seat; children 4 years and older who weigh 80 pounds or more
at least 80 pounds or who are at least 4'9" fall must be in
either a booster seat or safety belt
law states no preference for rear seat
Montana 5 years and and younger and less than 60 pounds not permissible $100
law states no preference for rear seat
Nebraska 5 years and younger 6 through 17 vears® $25"
law states no preference for rear seat
Nevada 5 years and younger and 60 pounds or less not permissible 550010
law states no preference for rear seat
New Hampshire 5 years and younger who are less than 55 inches 6 through 17 years; younger than $25
& who are at least 55 inches taf
law states no preference for rear seat
New Jersey 7 years and younger and less than 80 pounds not permissible $25
children 7 years and younger and less than 80 pounds must be in the rear seat if available
New Mexico younger than 1 year in a rear-facing infant seat; 1 through 7 through 17 years $25
4 years or less than 40 pounds in a child safety seat; 5
through 6 or less than 60 pounds in a booster seat
children younger than 1 year in a rear-facing infant seat must be in the rear seat if available
New York 3 and younger unless they weigh moere than 40 pounds and 7 through 15 years; children who 5100?
are seated where there is no available lap/shoulder beit, 4 weigh more than 40 pounds or
through 6 years unless they are seated where there is no children 4 through 6 years ina
available lap/shoulder bek seating position where there is no
available lap/shoulder beft
law states no preference for rear seat
North Carolina 7 years and younger and less than 80 pounds 8 through 15 years + children 5251
40-80 pounds in seats without
shoulder belts
children 4 years and younger who weigh less than 40 pounds must be in the rear seat unless the frent passenger airbag
is deactivated or the restraint is designed for use with airbags
North Dakota 6 years and younger and less than 57 inches or less than 7 through 17 years; 6 years and $257
80 pounds younger and at least 57 inches tall
and at least 80 pounds; 6 years
and younger and at least 40
pounds, if thera are no available
lap/shoulder belts, may be
restrained by a lap belt
law states no preference for rear seat
Chio 3 years and younger or less than 40 pounds in child 8 through 14 years“ (effective g75™ (effective
restraint; 4 through 7 years who weigh 40 pounds or more 10/07/09) 10/07/09)
and who are shorter than 57 inches in booster seat
{effective 10/07/09)
law states no preference for rear seat
Oklahoma 5 years and younger 12 6 through 12 years $25

law states no preference for rear seat

3/3/2009 10:03 AM



Child Restraint Laws http://www.iihs.org/laws/childrestraint. aspx
Cregon younger than 1 year or 20 pounds or less must be in a rear taller than 4 feet and 9 inches $90
facing child safety seat; 40 pounds or less mustbe in a
child safety seat; more than 40 pounds but 4 feet and 9
inches or less must be in a safety system that elevates the
child so that an adult seat belt fits property
law states no preference for rear seat
Pennsylivania 7 years and younger13 not permissible $100
law states no preference for rear seat
Rhode Island 6 years and younger and less than 54 inches and fess than 6 years and younger who either $75
80 pounds weigh 80 pounds or more or who
are at least 54 inches tall; 7
through 17

children 6 years and younger must be in rear seat if available

South Carofina

younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 1 through 5 years and 80+ pounds $150
infant seat; 1 through 5 years and 20-39 pounds in a or any child 5 years and younger
forward-facing child safety seat; 1 through 5 years and if the child's knees bend over the
40-80 pounds in a booster seat secured by lap-shoulder seat edge when sitting up straight
belt {lap belt alone is impermissible) with his/her back firmly against the
seat back

chtidren 5 years and younger must be in rear seat if available

South Dakota 4 years and younger and less than 40 pounds 5 through 17 years; afl children $20
40+ pounds, regardless of age
law states no preference for rear seat
Tennessee younger than 1 year or 20 pounds or less in a rear-facing g through 15 years or any child 12 $50
infant seat; 1 through 3 years and 20+ pounds in a forward-  or younger who is 4'9" or taller
facing infant seat; 4 through 8 years and less than 49" in a
booster seat
children 8 years and younger and less than 4'9" must be in rear seat if available; rear seat recommended for children 9
through 12
Texas 4 years and younger and less than 36 inches not permissible $200
law states no preference for rear seat
Utah 7 years and younger and shorter than 57 inches 8 through 15 years; all children 57 $45
inches or ftaller
law states no preference for rear seat
Verment younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 8 through 15 years and more than $25
infant seat; 2 through 7 and more than 20 pounds 20 pounds
children 1 year and younger or less than 20 pounds must be in the rear seat unless the front passenger airbag is
deactivated
Virginia 7 years and younger unless they have a physictan 8-15 years'* $50
e)uerrption14
children in rear-facing devices must be in a rear seat if available; if not available, they may be placed in front only if front
passenger airbag is deactivated '
Washington 7 years and younger and less than 4'9” 8 through 15; 7 years and younger $124
and 4'9” or taller; children who
weigh more than 40 pounds in a
seating position where there is only
a lap belt available
12 years and younger must be in rear seat if practical
West Virginia 7 years and younger and less than 4'9" 7 years and younger and 4'9" or %20
taller

law states no preference for rear seat

3/3/2009 10:03 AM




Child Restraint Laws http://www.iihs.org/laws/childrestraint.aspx

Wisconsin children younger than 1 and all children who weigh less 8 years and younger and more
than 20 pounds are required fo be in a rear-facing infant than 80 pounds and 57 inches or
seat; children 1 through 3 years who weigh at least 20 tafler
pounds but less than 40 pounds are required to be ina
forward-facing child safety seat; children 4 through 7 who
both weigh at least 40 pounds but less than 80 pounds and
who are less than 57 inches tall are required tobein a
booster seat

children 3 and younger must be in a rear seat, if available

8 years and younger not permissible

children 8 years and younger must be in the rear seat if available

TThis state assesses points for violations.

2 California, children weighing mere than 40 pounds may be belted without a booster seal if they are seated in the rear seat of a vehicle nat equipped with lap/shoulder
belts. The California rear seat requirement does not apply if: there is no rear seat; the rear seats are side-facing jump seats; the rear seats are rear-facing seats; the
child passenger restraint system cannot be instailed properly in the rear seat; all rear seals are already cccupied by childeen under 12 years; or medical reasons
necessitate that the child not ride in the rear seat, A child may not ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle with an active pasenger airbag if the child is under 1 year of
age, or weighs less than 20 pounds or is riding in a rear-facing child resiraint system,

31n Colorado, if a child 4-5 years and less than 55 inches is being transported in a vehicle equipped with a lap belt only, then the child must be restrained with the lap
belt, The law is secondary for children ages 4-5 years who must be in booster seats.

#The fine In Connecticut is $15 if the child is 4-16 years and 40 pounds or more. Connecticut also requires a mandatory child restraint education program for first or
secend violation.

51 Delaware, children younger than 12 years/85 inches or less must be restrained in a rear seat i a vehicle has a passenger airbag unless the airbag has been either
deactivated or designed to accommaodate smaller people. Exceptions: no rear seat or rear seat occupied by other children younger than 12 years/65 inches or less.

B Georgia, children weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted {0 be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap belt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap and
shoulder belts or when the [ap and shoulder belts are being used by other children who weigh more than 40 pounds.

7 Harwai drivers are charged $50 for a mandatory child restraint education program and a $10 surcharge deposited into a neurotrauma special fung.

¥ Indiana, children younger than 8 years must be restrained in adult belts if it's reasonably determined they cannot fit in child restraints. If the driver does not hold an
Indiana driver's license, then chitdren under 16 must be restrained by either a child restraint or a safety belt. Children weighing mere than 40 pounds are permitied to be
restrained by a lap belt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts or if all lap and shoulder belts other than those in the front seat are being used to restrain
other children who are younger than 16.

ONebraska's law is secondary for those children who may be in safety belts and standard for those who must be in a child restraint device.

101 Nevada, the minimum fine is $100. An alternative to the fine is at least 10 but not more than 50 hours of community service.

Min Ohio, the law is secondary for children 4 through 14 years.

12, Okiahoma. children weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap belt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap
and shoulder belts or when the lap and shoulder belts are being used by other children who weigh more than 40 pounds.

13 Pennsylvania, the law is secondary for children ages 4 through 7 years who must be in booster seats.
™ Virginia, children at least 4 years but less than 8 years may be belted if any icensed physician determines that use of a child restraint system by a pariicular child

would be impractical by reason of the child's weight, physical fitness, or other medical reason, provided that any person transporting a child so exempted shall carry on
his person or in the vehicle a signed written staternent of the physician identifying the child so exempted and stating the grounds for the determination.

©1996-2009, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Highway Loss Data Institute
1005 N. Glebe Road, Suite 800, Arlington, VA 22201 USA | tel 703/247-1500 | fax 703/247-1588

3/3/2009 10:03 AM
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Alaska Auto Dealer’s Association
P.0. Box 71577
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

February 4, 2009

Re: SB 72

To All Members of the House and Senate:

The Alaska Auto Dealers Association Board of Directors passed a unanimous resolution
in support of SB 72 and we urge you to support this worthy bill. The same bill was
introduced as SB 218 during the last session. The bill was unanimously supported in all
committees and in the Senate. Unfortunately, time ran out betore the bill could be heard
on the House floor. SB 72 bill, if passed, will help protect young children by updating
the current infant and booster seat law which has become outdated.

For example, the current law gives the parent the option of placing a small four vear old
in a booster seat or utilizing a seat belt. Vehicle safety systems have advanced
dramatically since the current law was written with a variety of active and passive safety
devices being added to vehicles. Front. side and curtain airbags. which have tremendous
explosive force if triggered, are just one example of safety devices that weren't in
existence when the current Jaw was written.

As automobile dealers, we can assure you that no vehicle manufacturer recommends
placing a small four vear old in a seat belt only. Doing so could result in serious injury or
death 1o the child.

Nearly forty two states have updated their infant and booster seat laws along the lines
proposed. By adopting new legislation, the State will be eligible for grant monies which
could be used for a safety campaign. Most importantly, however, updating our law will
insure that children are better protected on Alaska’s roads. We urge and appreciate vour
support of SB 72.

Sincerely,

Jon Cook
Legislative Director
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SaféKids®

Alaska

February 4, 2009

The Honorable Senator Hollis French and Members of the State of Alaska Legislature

Dear Senator French and Member of the Alaska Legisiature,

On behalf of Safe Kids Alaska, I urge you to support Senate Bill 72, the proposed
upgrade to Alaska’s child passenger safety law. I strongly urge you to approve this
legislation in its entirety during the current legislative session.

As you may know, motor vehicle crashes remain the leading cause of unintentional
injury-related death among children ages 14 and under. Each year, nearly 1,600 child
occupants ages 14 and under die in motor vehicle crashes and close to 228,000 are
injured as occupants in motor vehicles. Unrestrained children are more likely to be
injured, to suffer more severe injuries, and to die in motor vehicle crashes than children
who are restrained.

We know that strong occupant protection laws that are consistently enforced are one of
the best ways to prevent injuries and save children’s lives. Senate Bill 72, if enacted into
law, would close a significant gap in Alaska’s child occupant protection law by clearly
requiring some older children to ride properly restrained in a booster seat or high-weight-
hamness child restraint, secured by the motor vehicle’s safety belt system.

If Safe Kids Alaska can be of any assistance to you regarding Senate Bill 72, please do
not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your leadership on this important safety
initiative for Alaska’s children!

Sincerely,

Sara L. Penisten, RN, BSNS, CPSTI
Safe Kids Alaska State Coalition Coordinator
Child Passenger Safety Technician Instructor
The Children’s Hospital at Providence
Telephone: (907) 261-3194

Emai!l: safekidsak(@providence.org

Safe Kids Alaska: Preventing Childhood Injury in The Last Frontier
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Alaska Chapter
Exgcutive Committes

President

Jodyne L. Butto, MD, FAAP
3340 Providence Drive. Ste. 466
Anchorage, AK 99508

Phone: S807/5682-2425

Fax; 907/563-1170

E-mail: jibutto@gci.net

Vice President

Lily J. Lou, MD. FAAP

3340 Providence Drive, Ste. 366
Anchorage, AK 99508-4616
Fhone: 807/563-3026

Fax: 907/562-6445

E-mail: lilylou@mindspsing.com

Chapter Executive Director
Janice Tower

7645 Griffith Sireet
Anchorage, AK 59507
Phone: 907/346-8028

Fax: 907/346-8028

E-mail: jtower@alaska.com

Chapter Web site
wwwiaapalaska.org

AAP Headguarters

141 Northwest Point Bivd

Elk Grove Village, il 60007-1098
Phone: 847/434-4000

Fax, 847/434-8000

E-mail: kidsdocs@aap.org
Www._aap.org
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American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN"

Alaska Chapter

Januar_\,-:‘26. 2009 -

Jon Cook )
PO Box 71577
Fairbanks. AK 99707

Dear Mr.Cook,

On behalf of the Alaska Chapter AAP I would like to lend our chapter’s support for SB 72
that will update and modemize our Child Safety Seat laws to include the use of booster
seats. and to spell out safe practices of child restraint devices that are appropriate for
infants and children of all ages.

Seat belts are made tor adults. Children should stay in a booster seat until adult seat belts
fit correctly, usually when the child reaches 4° 97 in height and is between 8 and 12 vears
of age. The Alaska Chapter AAP recommends that state child satety seat laws are brought
up to this standard.

Results from the 2007 National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats conducted by the
National Center for Statistics and Analvsis of the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reveals alarmingly that booster seal use rates tor children ages 6 and 7
dropped from 36 percent in 2006 to 25 percent in 2007. The study concludes that there is
premature graduation of children from birth to age 12 to restraint types thart are
inappropriate tor their height or weight.

SB 72 would help to alleviate confusion among parents and caregivers as to which safety
devices are appropriate for their children. Alaska’s pediatricians are happy to do their part
by counseling parents during doctors’ visits on how to keep their children safe while riding
in vehicles.

Sincercly,

MD. FAAP

Serving Alaska’s Children and Families for Qver 40 Years
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Alaska State Legislature January 31, 2009
Support Letter: SB 72: Child Safety Seats and Seat Belts

As a private citizen, I support clarification of the current Alaska Child Passenger Safety
Law by re-writing, in terms more easily understood, the recommendations of the
Departments of Transportation and NHTSA. The reference for parents to look and follow
DOT recommendations was always the goal of the original 1985 law.

Correct positioning of children riding in cars and booster seats DO save lives and
DO prevent life long injuries. We have discovered since the writing the original law,
through the advancement of technology, of on-scene crash investigations, hands-on
emergency trauma treatment, through pediatric intensive care, and months, if not years,
of rehabilitation due to the serious consequences of non-use and misuse of child
restraints, how current law has been the misinterpreted.

I have been an emergency department registered nurse in three major western trauma
centers during my 42 professional years. The last 22 of those years, I worked in the
largest emergency department in an Anchorage, Alaska and coordinated a statewide,
national injury prevention program for children.

Currently, in “retirement”, 1 serve as the Chair of the Alaska Commuttee for

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) and am a nationally certified CPS Instructor.

Beginning in 1987 in Alaska, CPS technicians and instructors began “checking” car seats,
educating parents and caregivers how to choose and correctly install seats. Annual
evaluation of thousands of car seat “check” records, indicated an 85% misuse rate in the
most commonly used seats, with three or more critical errors. We also continued to find,
through the years, parents and caregivers misunderstood the Alaska Child Passenger
Safety Law. Most, when questioned, said the law allowed children to turn forward facing
BEFORE one year of age and children could MOVE to a “safety belt” at age 4.

Due to muscle instability and bone growth, children MUST remain rear facing until they
are at the very least one-year of age and 20 pounds. The American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends, baring any medical conditions, children remain rear facing for even longer
depending on the range of the car seat. Car seat belts (lap only and lap-shoulder) were
designed by all car manufacturers for individuals over 4 foot 9 inches and heavier than
originally indicated, fitting over the upper thighs, across the chest, with knees bent at seat
edge, feet touching the floor, holding an individual safely in the restraint.

It is past time to join the majority of states and update Alaska’s Child Passenger Safety
Law. We have the knowledge and the data indicating children are at risk if not secured
properly and secured in booster seats for a longer period than previously indicated.
Parents look to our current law for guidance and have been confused, putting children at
risk.

There is nothing quite so tragic as the loss of a child due to preventable injuries.

Thank you for your constderation: Margaret (Peggy) Hayashi, R.N.
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brain injury
network

Jill Hodges

Alaska Brain Injury Network
3745 Community Park Loop #140
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
February 10, 2009

Senator Hollis French
Alaska State Legislature
Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear The Honorable Hollis French:

Thank you for your continued concern for safety for Alaskans, as well as prevention of
injury and death. SB 72 —Child Safety Seats and Seat Belts will help prevent death as
well as traumatic brain injury in children.

The Alaska Brain Injury Network is a non-profit 501 (¢) 3 whose mission is to educate,
plan, coordinate, and advocate for a comprehensive service delivery system for survivors
of traumatic brain injury and their families. Our vision begins with prevention.

There are 800 Alaskans each year hospitalized for more than 24 hours with a moderate to
severe traumatic brain injury (Alaska Trauma Registry). Motor vehicle crashes are one of
the leading causes of traumatic brain injury in Alaska. The Alaska Brain Injury Network,
“10 Year Plan for TBI in Alaska” highlights Prevention, Advocacy, and Public
Awareness on pages 49-57
(http://www_alaskabraininjury.org/documents_akbrain/10%20Year%20TBI1%20Plan.pdf ) with a
specific objective “to prevent TBI in child occupants of motor vehicle crashes through
correct booster seat use.” (attachment).

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention highlights traumatic brain injury as the ‘silent
epidemic’ and a public health issue. There are many causes of traumatic brain injury and
preventative factors are specific to cach cause. The CDC recommends wearing a seatbelt
every time you drive and buckling children in the car using a child safety seat, booster
seat, or seat belt (according to the child's height, weight, and age)

(http:/fwww.cde.govincipe/thi/Prevention. htm).

In 2003, the Alaska Legislature passed legislation for a primary seatbelt law. The TBI rate due
to motor vehicle crashes on the highway has decreased 38% from 2001 to 2005



(attachment). The Alaska Brain Injury Network will continue to study the TBI data to
see if TBI-disability among children due to motor vehicle crashes decreases.

Thank you for your concern and your untiring pursuit of keeping Alaskans safe. You
have our support.

Sincerely,

Jill Hodges

Page 2 of 4




ATTACHMENT 1:

(Alaska Brain Injury Network “10 year plan for TBI in Alaska p. 55
http://www.alaskabraininjury.org/documents_akbrain/10%20Y ear%20TB1%20Plan.pdf )

Goal 2: Reduce the incidence of TBI-related disability

Objectives

A. To prevent TBI in child occupants of motor vehicle crashes through correct booster
seat use.

B. To prevent TBI in young Alaskans in off-road vehicle and bicycle crashes through
helmet use.

C. To reduce risky behaviors among teens.

D. To prevent TBI in elders due to falls through awareness and training of long-term
care, community service providers and other caretakers.

E. To prevent repetitive injurtes by educating individuals with TBI, family members and
others about the risk of second and third injuries.

F. To promote collaboration among prevention agencies and organizations to include TBI
in the prevention message (in addition to fatalities).

G. To reduce TBI among elders due to falls.




ATTACHMENT 2:

Primary Enforcement Seatbelt Law

On May 1, 2003 Alaska passed a law to change their seat belt Jaw from secondary
enforcement to primary enforcement state, ie. a vehicle can be stopped solely for seat belt
non-use by an occupant. A study of Alaska has seen a steady increase in seatbelt use in
the last decade. In 2007 the percent use as seen in the annual observations study was
82.4%. The national rate is 82%. The NHTSA goal is 95% use.

Seatbelt Use Observation Studies Alaska
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Source: Alaska Highway Safety Office

States with primary seat belt laws on average had seat belt use rates about 10 percentage
points higher than States without primary laws in 2005. Wearing a seat belt is the best
defense for an occupant in a motor vehicle crash and the single most effective measure to
prevent serious traumatic brain injury. 56% of Alaskans with TBI resulting from a motor
vehicle crash on the highway were not wearing seat belts. If every state with a secondary
seat belt law upgraded to primary enforcement, about 1,000 lives and $4 billion in crash
costs could be saved each year.

Hospitalized TBI by Year
Due to Motor Vehicle Crash
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STATE OFFICE

| ALASKA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

Business Manager

Joseph Young
Anchorage

Board of Directors

Angella Long, President
Wasilla

John Lucking, Vice President
Soldotna

Leo Brandlen, Past President
Ancharage

Kim Wannamaker, Member
Kenai
Pres. Kenai Chapter

Dan Frerich, Member
Anchorage
Pres. Anchorage Chapter

John Jansen, Member
Mat-Su
Pres. Mat-Su Chapter

Jim Janke, Member
Fairbanks
Pres. Farthest North Chapter

Dan Bocne, Member
Juneau
Pres. Capital City Chapter

A.J. Chariton, Member
Ketchikan
Pres. First City Chapter

Mat Betzen, Member
Unalaska
Pres. Aleutian Islands Chapter

Thecla Lal.onde, Member
Wrangell
Pres. Wrangell Chapter

P.O. Box 240106 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Phone (907) 277-0515 Fax (807) 272-5355

February 17, 2009

Senator Hollis French
Alaska State Senate
State Capitol

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator French:

On behalf of the Alaska Peace Officers Association (APOA), | would like
to thank you for introducing Senate Bill 72, an act relating to use of child
safety seats and seat belts.

The APOA State Board and Legislative Committee reviewed this
proposed legislation and unanimously support this bill.

Thank you for addressing this issue. Please contact the APOA office in
Anchorage at 277-0515 if there is anything our organization can do to
assist in the passage of this bill.

Sincerely,

Angelia Léng
State President
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