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LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 	 STATE OF ALASKA 	 State Capitol 
FAX (907) 465-2029 	 Juneau, Alaska 99501-1182 
Mail Stop 3101 	 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM 	 February 24, 2010 

SUBJECT: 	CSHB 7(TRA) by the House Transportation Committee -- editorial 
change made in assigned codified section for bill 
(Work Order No. 26-LS0033\R) 

TO: 	 Representative Peggy Wilson 
Chair of the House Transpo a ion Committee 

FROM: 	 Jack Chen eth 
Assistant evis 

House Bill 7 (naming a bridge over the Kasilof River the Robert E. Bush, Jr., Veterans' 
Memorial Bridge) was introduced in 2009 a first regular session bill. The committee that 
you chair yesterday adopted a committee substitute that eliminates reference to 
"Veterans" in both the bill title and in the measure's substantive language and reported 
the bill from committee. In preparing the committee substitute to reflect these changes, 
we've also amended the codified section number assigned to the new material, from 
"AS 35.40.220" to "AS 35.40.225", to reflect that, during the course of the first regular 
session, the legislature passed and Governor Palin signed into law ch. 11, SLA 2009 
(naming the Thomas B. Stewart Legislative Office Building), in which the codified 
section number assigned in the drafting of the original version of HB 7 was used for 
another provision. 
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State Capitol, Room 208 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone: 907-465-3779 
Fax: 907465-2833 
Toll Free: 800-469-3779 

145 Main St. Loop 
Second floor 

Kenai, Alaska 99611 
Phone: 907-283-7223 

Fax: 907-283-7184 

REPRESENTATIVE MIKE CHENAULT 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HOUSE BILL 7: "An Act naming the bridge over the Kasilof River on the Sterling Highway 
the Robert E. Bush, Jr., Veterans'Memorial Bridge." 

House Bill 7 was introduced at the request of the uncle of Robert Bush. Robert Bush passed 
away on July 12, 2007. He served with the United States Army and served his country in 
Operation Desert Storm. Upon his discharge he returned home and was diagnosed with Type 1 
diabetes. This disease eventually claimed his life. 

His children drive over the Kasilof River daily and naming the bridge in Robert's honor would 
remind his family and the public of his contribution to his community and his country. 
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Obituary 

Lifelong Kasilof resident Robert E. Bush Jr. died Thursday, 
July 12, 2007, at Providence Alaska Medical Center in 
Anchorage. He was 41. 

Services will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 19, at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Mile 15 Kalifornsky Beach Road. 
Burial will take place at 1 p.m. Friday, July 20, in the family 
cemetery in Kasilof. 

Born Oct. 30, 1965, Mr. Bush graduated from Soldotna High 
School in 1984. He went on to serve in the U.S. Army, 
including one tour during Desert Storm. 

Mr. Bush loved baseball, football, darts, ice racing and 
camping with his family and friends. "We will all love him 
and will miss him very much,' his family said. 

He is survived by his children, Blade J. Bush, Lacy N. Bush, 
John F. Bush and Matanya L. Bush; daughter-in-law, Sarah 
Bush; grandson, Blade J. Bush Jr.; parents, Robert E. Bush 
Sr., Wilda (Buttons) Bush; sister, Karen Burger and her family; grandfather, Frank Bush; 
and many uncles, aunts and cousins in Alaska and Washington. 

Donations may be made to the Kidney or Diabetes Foundation of Alaska. 

Arrangements were made by Evergreen Memorial Chapel in Anchorage. 
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Vear governor (Palm, 

Not really kjiowirzg where to send this, I lost my nephew onju4j 
12 of this year, after a long bout with type 1 diabetes. ST(obert Z. (Bush Jr. 
was born and raised mn[Jcasilof Alaska and remainedhere his entire 41e. 

Qobert workedpretty much every indiistnj we have fromfishing to 
oiL J-(ejoinedthe US YtrmyI believe it was in 1999, and serve 1 his wuntiy 
in Operation Vesert Storm in Iraq. He was diagnosed with diabetes on his 
release from the service and dwressedfrom  that point on. He spent the last 
few years of his lift at home with his father (Rpbert Sr.), mother (Wilda) and 
daughter (9(attania), where hefounti most of his time transferringfluid as 
part of his dney dialysis. 

I know it's a long shot, but bridges have been kj'wzmi to be dedicated 
after veterans, and the U(asilof Qiver (Bridge is on my mint 

He left behind 4 children, and it's on there behalf I write you. Qobert 
was to turn 42 years of age on Oct. 315t,  he stepped up to the plate when his 
country needed soldiers and he returned home only to become, as he put it to 
me before his death, 1 a she II of a man" and not being able to do for his 
children as his parents had done for him. 

I'm not sure where to send such a request, but hope this will land in 
the right hands. Sims untimely death, as in many otherfamilies, has sha/en 
our lives. We laid him to rest in our Sfamily cemetery on the (Bush homestead 
in Ucasilof. I leave his parents name ant contact number as listed. 

governor (Palm, this woultibe such a just honor to a fMotlzer and 
flather who hadto bury their son. 

¶ianf9'ou for Listening, 
VavidA. (Bush 

Uncle Of9tLliero 

Contact Information: 

Qobert and Wilda (Bush 
907-262-5141 
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Dear Senator Wagoner and Representative Chenault, 

1 had written you both letters with direction from the Governors office 
that this would be the proper path in which to seek the sponsoring of a bill 
to have a bridge in Kasiof, Alaska dedicated to a fallen Veteran. 

I never heard back from Representative Chenault frmail or US mail) 
and Senator Wagoner shot me back afew E-mails, andfinally telling me 
that we needed buy en from the community and our local Borough, well 
enélosed are petitions with several names frAnz our area and as far as the 
Borough, I contacted the Director ofplanning and they informed me that 
this wasn't their area, but that of the State OfAlaska. 

So once again I write you both, on behalf of the children and parents 
that Robert E. Bush Jr. left behind on 7112107. Robert Bush Jr. was born 
in 1965 to Roben Sr. St Wilda Bush, here in Kasiof. Robert Bush Jr. 
Graduated High School at SOHI in Soldotna and worked several 
profrssions and then enlisted in the United States Army and served his 
country in Operation Desert Storm. 
Sirs, Robert Jr. (My Nephew) was more of a brother to me than most of 

real brothers, and 1 will not let this go. This man returned home from 
Kuwait to only be diagnosed with type 1 Diabetes, which eventually 
claimed his kidneys and then his ljfe. 
All I expect, is that the request for John, Blade, Lacey and Mattania 's 

father that passed away on 7112/0 7 (Robert E. Bush Jr.) be movedforward 
please. These kids and parents of his, drive over the Kasiof Bridge daily 
and to see their son/fathers name on a Veterans sign would mean the 
world to them, obviously with the enclosed signatures, this would also 
mean something to the whole community. 

I ha we also sent s copy of this letter to the Alaskan Veterans Affairs and 
also filed if appropriate, .a Veterans Landmark Application. Please 
understand, I will not stop my efforts for this proper recognition to my 
Nephew whom served his country, this is of a small favor to request, after 
all he gave for us 

DàvidA. Bush 
Uncle OfA Hero 
P0 Box 573 
Kasiof, AlIT. 99610 
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Robert Bush Jr. was born here in Kasiof in 1965 and lived his 
entirely here. Robert completed high school at SOHI and worked 

several professions, he enlisted-  in the United States A tiny and 
served his country in Iraq in Operation Desert Storm 

Andflnished his tour there. He returned home only lobe 
diagnosed with type ifliabetes wbkh eventually claimed his 

kidneys and then his life on 7112107 Robert left behind two sons 
and two daughters. This would come as a great honor to his 
children and parents It is pretty much up to our community 

whether this goes through. Thanks for your support 
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Petition to have the Kasiof Bridge 
Dedicated to the name: 

Robert Bush Jr. 
Veterans 

Memorial Bridge 

Robert Bush Jr. was born here in Kasiof in 1965 and lived his 
entirety here. Robert completed high school at SOHI and worked 

several professions, he enlisted in the United States Army and 
served his country in iraq in Operation Desert Storm.. 

Andfinished his tour ther& He returned home only to be 
diagnosed with type ifliabetes which eventually claimed his 

kidneys and then his ljfe on 7112107 Robert left behind two sons 
and two daughters. This would come as a great honor to his 
children and parents. it is pretty much up.tó our community 

whether this goes througl. Thanks for your support 
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Robert Bush Jr. was born here in Kasilof in 1965 and lived his 
entirety here. Robert completed high school at 50111 and worked 

several professions, he enlisted in the United States Army and 
served his country in Iraq in Operation Desert Storm 

Andfinished his tour there He returned home only to be 
diagnosed with type lDkthetes which eventually claimed his 

kidneys and then his life on 7112107 Robert left behind two Sons 
and two daughter& This would come as .a great honor to his 
children and parents. It is pretty muëh up to our community 

whether this goes through. Thanks for your support 
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Petition to have the Kasilof Bridge 
Dedicated to the name: 

Robert Bush Jr. 
Veterans 

Memorial Bridge 

RUben Bush Jr.: was born here in Kasiof in 1965 and lived his 
entirEty hera Robert completed high school at SOHI and worked 

several professions, he enlisted in the United States Army and 
served his country in Iraq in Operation Desert Storm 

And finished his tour thera He returned home only to be 
diagn osed with type ifliabetes which eventually claimed his 

kidneys and then his ljfe on 7112107. Ruben left behind two sons 
and two daughters. This would come as a great honor to his 
children and parents. it is pretty much up to our community 

whether this goes through. Thanks for your support 
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I HOUSE BILL NO.7 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

26-LS0033\A 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVES CHENAULT, Muhoz 

Introduced: 1/20/09 
Referred: Transportation, Finance 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

• 	1 "An Act naming..the bridge over the Kasilof River on the Sterling Highway the Robert 

2 E. Bush Jr., 	Memorial Bridge." 

3 BE IT E 	BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 	* Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new segn4crTa4: 

5 	 Sec. 35.40.220. Robert E. Bush, ., 	

7&med

Memorial Bridge. The 

6 	bridgeVerthe Kasilof River on the Sterling 	hwa 	the Robert E. Bush, 

7 	 5emorial Bridge. 

. 
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