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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Interim: 
600 East Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
Phone (907) 373-1842 
Fax: (907) 373-4729 

Session: 
State Capitol Building 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-2186 

Fax: (907) 465-3818 

REPRESENTATWE WES KELLER 
DISTRICT 14 

Sponsor Statement 
House Bill 262 

"An Act establishing the month of May as Motorcycle Awareness 
Month." 

For many people visiting Alaska each summer one of the surprises is how many motorcycles are 
on the road. That's because Alaskans enjoy the warm weather which usually begins shortly after 
the road are clear of ice and snow and lasts until the snow comes again. - 

This normally means that riders are on the streets and roads earlier and later during the year than 
in most parts of the lower 48. Typically May is considered the month when the majority of street 
legal bikes are up and running. With this thought the Motorcycle Safety Foundation launches a 
campaign for motorcycle awareness and safety. Alaska has followed this lead but currently 
requires special attention from the Governor in the form of a declaration. 

I-louse Bill 262 will change that, making May officially Motorcycle Awareness Month in Alaska. 
This change allows members of the Alaska Motorcycle Safety Commission to plan for the 
campaign in advance. The materials center of safety; a reminder to vehicle drivers that 
motorcycles are back on the street and to motorcycle riders to keep an eye on those drivers not 
yet use to seeing them. 

Support for May as Motorcycle Awareness month is a no cost to the government way to support 
traffic safely projects in Alaska. 

E-Mail: Representative Ves KcllerIegis.state.ak.us  
Call Juneau Tolifree: (Soo) 468-2186 

Website: www.akrepublieans.org/keller/  
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA 
	

Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
	

Bill Version: 
	

KB 262 

0 Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): HB262-DOT-CO-3-17-10 	 Dept, Affected: 	 DOT&PF 

Title 	 Motorcycle Awareness Month 	 RDU 	 Administration and Support 
Component Commissione?s Office 

Sponsor 	 Rep. Keller  
Requester 	 H TRA 	 Component Number 	530 

Expenditures/Revenues 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

Nnte Amounts rio not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

Appropriation 
Required  Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES Ff2011 Ff2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 FY2016 

Personal Services  
Travel  
Contractual  
Supplies  
Equipment  
Land & Structures  
Grants & Claims  
Miscellaneous  

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES  

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 	) ( 
ri ,i.'n cnI Iorr 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

1002 Federal Receipts  

1003 GF Match  
1004 SF  
1005 GF/Program Receipts  
1037 GF/Mental Health  
Other Interagency Receipts  

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY20I0) cost:  

(Attach a separate page 

There is no fiscal impact to the department. 

Prepared by: Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison 	 Phone 465-4772 

Division 	Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 	 Date/Time 311712010 	10:15:00AM 

Approved by: Frank Richards, Deputy Commissioner 	 Date 311712010 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(RensadlllG/20090MB) 	 Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA 
	

Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
	

Bill Version: 
	

HB 262 

0 Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): HB262-DOT-CO-3-17-10 	 Dept. Affected: 	 DOT&PF 
Title 	 Motorcycle Awareness Month 	 RDU 	 Administration and Support 

Component Commissioner's Office 
Sponsor 	 Rep. Keller  
Requester 	 H TRA 	 Component Number 	530 

Expenditures/Revenues 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

Appropriation 
Required   Information  

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 F1' 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 

Personal Services  
Travel  
Contractual  
Supplies  
Equipment  
Land & Structures  
Grants & Claims  
Miscellaneous  

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 i 	0.0 0.0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES  

CHANGE IN REVENUES 

FUND SOURCE 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts  
1003 GF Match  
1004 GF  
1005 OF/Program Receipts  
1037 OF/Mental Health  
Other Interagency Receipts  

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY20I0) cost:  

YSIS: 	(Attach a separate page if necessary) 

There is no fiscal impact to the department. 

Prepared by: 	Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison 
Division 	Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

Approved by: Frank Richards, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(Revfsed 11/6/2009 0MB) 

Phone 465-4772 
Date/Time 3/1712010 10:15:00AM 

Date 3/17/2010 

Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA 
	

Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
	

Bill Version: 
	

HB 262 

()Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): HB262-DOT-CO-3-17-10 	 Dept. Affected: 	 DOT&PF 

Title 	 Motorcycle Awareness Month 	 RDU 	 Administration and Support 
Component Commissioners Office 

Requester 
	

Component Number 	530 

Expenditures!Revenues 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

Mntn Arnniin*c tin n ot innlnrlp intlntinn iinlpqq ntherwisp nntr1 helnw 

Appropriation 
Required   Information  

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 

Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous 

Personal Ser5'ices  
Travel  

Contractual  
Supplies  
Equipment  
Land & Structures  

__ 

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES  

CHANGE IN REVENUES (  

fl IPJrl sill urr 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

1005 CF/Program Receipts  

1002 Federal Receipts  

1003 OF Match  
1004 CF  

1037 GF/Mental Health  
Other Interagency Receipts  

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

flflCITIflkIC 

a separate page if necessary) 

There is no fiscal impact to the department. 

Prepared by: Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison 	 Phone 465-4772 

Division 	Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 	 Date/Time 3/1712010 	10:15:00AM 

Approved by: Frank Richards, Deputy Commissioner 
	

Date 3/17/2010 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(Revised 11/6/20090MB) 
	 Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA 
	

Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
	

Bill Version: 
	

HB 262 

0 Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): HB262-DOT-CO-3-17-10 	 Dept. Affected: 	 DOT&PF 

Title 	 Motorcycle Awareness Month 	 RDU 	 Administration and Support 
Component Commissioner% Office 

Sponsor 	 Rep. Keller  
Requester 	 H IRA 	 Component Number 	530 

Expenditures/Revenues 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

hjnta Arnn''ntc tin nnt inrlisdn inflHnn .inlpic nthnrwiqn nntp-rl helnw 

Appropriation 
Required   Information  

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 1 	FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 

Equipment  

Personal Services  
Travel  
Contractual  
Supplies  

Land & Structures  
Grants & Claims  
Miscellaneous  

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES  

CHANGE IN REVENUES 

ri IMfl Rn' IprF 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

1002 Federal Receipts  
1003 OF Match  
1004 OF  
1005 OF/Program Receipts  
1037 GE/Mental Health  
Other Interagency Receipts  

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY20I0) cost: 

n no I -fln•I C 

a separate page IV necessary) 

There is no fiscal impact to the department. 

Prepared by: Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison 	 Phone 465-4772 

Division 	Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 	 Date/Time 3/17/2010 	10:15:00AM 

Approved by: Frank Richards, Deputy Commissioner 	 Date 3/17/2010 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(Reisod 11/5120090MB) 
	 Page 1 of 1 
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Biker Friendly - May is Motorcycle Awareness Month 
	

Page 1 of I 

>>> Now more than ever. WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS! <<C 

kicillAIR 

NEWS 

ABUT a 

DONATE 

SHOP 

DRIVING 
TIPS I 

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) has declared 
each May; Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month." 

The NHTSA is trying to bring more 
motorcycle awareness to those drivers 
who aren't riding motorcycles. NHTSA 
says. 'Over two-thirds of fatal 
motorcycle crashes involve a 
motorcycle and another vehicle." For 
those of us who travel the city streets daily, we know quite well that most of our 
attention is spent on anticipating what the other driver will do. 

You can help bring awareness to the increasing number of motorcyclist on the 
road by joining me in bringing more knowledge to our non two wheeled friends. 
Take the month of May to talk to your friends and family who may or may not 
realize you ride a bike. Maybe if we can bring a more personal connection to 
motorcycling, people will eventually realize that we aren't just a bunch of leather 
wearing troublemakers. 

>> NHJSWebsite 

It's quick, easy and best 
of all it's free! 

Order Information 
Orders Sent: 	15,789 
Orders Pending: 	3,652 
Shipping cost: 	$1,606.88 
current Donations: 	$28100 

All you need to do is 
complete the order form 
and I'll mail you a set of 

stickers. 

Order NOW '  

for mike 
	

true friends are never forgotten 
	

friendshipride.com  

3242 http://www.bikerfriend.org/rnrnam.asp 
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Biker Friendly - Tips 
	

Page 1 of2 

>>> Now more than ever. WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS! ccc 
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GALJ 

TIES 

Tips for Driving Biker Friendly" 

LOOK for riders. So often you will hear 
that a driver "never saw' the 
motorcyclist that they hit. As surprising 
as it may seem that you wouldn't see a 
vehicle, even if you looked right at it, a 
surprising study by Dr. Arien Mack 
shows that it is a real phenomenon. The 
fancy name for this is Inattentional 
Blindness, and the result is that people 
see what they are looking for and 
screen out everything else. Wtien 
driving, people are looking for cars, and consequently do not see motorcyclist, 
bicyclists or even pedestrians. We all know that this can lead to deadly 
consequences. So when you are driving, PLEASE look for any on coming traffic 
or bystanders ... they may very well be there!!! 

For more information on inattentional blindness and the video in which 
participants didn't notice a guy in a gorilla suit in the middle of the screen, visit 
here: 

http:/iscog. beckni an uiuc.edu/djs_lab/lB.html  

Don't tailgate! Rear ending a rider can KILL 

Don't cut off that motorcycle! Even if you are frustrated, even if you are in a 
hurry, no matter what, give riders space. Remember that you are only a few feet 
from that person's body. 

WAITI You are misjudging their speed! You assess vehicle speed all the time 
on cars and judge when we have enough time to go or when we should wait for 
the traffic to pass. This judgment of speed is actually based on the visual mass of 
the vehicle. Cars are bigger than motorcycles, and as such, motorcycles appear 
to be going slower than they actually are. If you see a rider, you have less time 
than a car at the same perceived rate of speed. So, just wait and let the 
motorcycle pass if you have any doubts. 

Give riders extra room. 

Watch for riders in groups and try not to separate riders 

Motorcycles are entitled to a right of way. A person operating a motorcycle is 
entitled to the same rights and right of way as a car. So often drivers will 
disregard motorcyclists right of way. For example, if a motorcycle is turning left 
and they got to the stop sign first, the motorcycle goes first...just like a car. 

Motorcycles are entItled to their own lane. Motorcycles are entitled to their 
own lane on the road ... a whole lane. You wouldn't drive in a lane with another 
car, you wouldn't push a car off to the shoulder, and it is against the law to do it to 
a motorcycle. 

Lane sharing is legal in California! Lane sharing allows motorcycles to go 
between two lanes of traffic to the stop light or along side stopped traffic on the 
freeway. This is LEGAL IN CALIFORNIA. Many drivers dislike this, but it is totally 
legal and is actually a good thing. With traffic in California being such a problem, 
lane sharing allows more vehicles to pass and keep from further congesting the 
roads. Also, for riders being in front of traffic is always the safest place to ride. 
People who are not looking for riders or who drive distracted don't see riders and 
often change lanes into them. Being in front minimizes the potential dangers from 
traffic, so move over and allow that rider to pass at the light. 

It's quick, easy and best 
of all it's free! 

Order Information 
Orders Sent: 	15,789 
Orders Pending: 	3.652 

Shipping cost: 	$1,606.88 
current Donations: 	5281 00 

All you need to do is 
complete the order form 
and I'll mail you a set of 

stickers. 

Order NOW! 

3243 
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Friendly - Tips 

Road Rage can KILL a rider. Riders sometimes do rude things, just like drivers 
do from time to time. In a car, driving recklessly has a steel-framed cushion, a 
rider, however, is totally exposed. A stupid move to try to prove a point can take a 
life. It just isn't worth the consequences. Please drive sane. 

hup:/fwww.bikerfriend.org/tips.asp  



2009 MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH PLANNER 
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE 

Note: before filling in the names of the Organization and Organization spokesperson, you MUST contact 
them to obtain their permission 10 use their names in this preys release, and you must get their approval for 

the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done 

should you send out the press release. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date] 
CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, E-mail] 

[ Local Organization] Promotes "Sharing the Road" with Motorcycles 
by Joining Efforts with State and Federal Partners 

May 2009 Proclaimed Motorcycle Safely Awareness Month. 

[City, State] - Motorcyclists fatalities have steadily increased over the past decade. In 
fact, in 2007, there was a seven percent increase in fatalities from 4,837 in 2006, to 5,154. 

That's why [Local Organization] announced today that they are joining with other 
federal, State and local highway safety, law enforcement, and motorcycle organizations 
in proclaiming May 2009 as "Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month." All motorists are 
reminded to safely "Share the Road" with motorcycles and to be extra alert when driving 
to help keep motorcyclists safe. Motorcyclists are reminded to make themselves visible 
to other motorists in case other drivers are not looking out for motorcycle riders. 

"As the weather improves, more and more motorcyclists are hitting the roads. And with 
that in mind, drivers of all vehicles, whether you're driving an SUV, passenger car or 
truck, need to be extra attentive and make sure you "Share the Road," said [Local 
Leader]. "Motorcycles are some of the smallest vehicles on our roads, often hidden in a 
vehicle's blind spot so everyone needs to really look out for them." 

It's crucial that motorists always make a visual check for motorcycles by checking 
mirrors and blind spots before entering or leaving a lane of traffic and at intersections. 

"Motorcyclists have responsibilities, too," said [Local Leader]. "They should follow the 
rules of the roadway, be alert to other drivers, and always wear a DOT-compliant helmet 
and other protective gear." 

[Local Leader] said that motorcyclists are much more vulnerable than passenger vehicle 
occupants in the event of a crash. [1 -le/she] said that research shows that per vehicle mile 
traveled, motorcyclists are about 37 times more likely than a passenger car occupant to 
die in a traffic crash. 

[Local Leader] offered several tips for drivers to help keep motorcyclists safe on our 
roadways: 

3245 



* Remember the motorcycle is a vehicle with all of the rights and privileges of any other 
motor vehicle on the roadway. Always allow a motorcyclist the full lane width—never 
try to share a lane; 

* Always make a visual check for motorcycles by checking mirrors and blind spots 
before entering or leaving a lane of traffic and at intersections; 

* Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic; 

* Don't be fooled by a flashing turn signal on a motorcycle - motorcycle signals are often 
not self-canceling and riders sometimes forget to turn them off. Wait to be sure the 
motorcycle is going to turn before you proceed; 

* Allow more following distance, three or four seconds, when behind a motorcycle, so 
the motorcyclist has enough time to maneuver or stop in an emergency. And don't 
tailgate. In dry conditions, motorcycles can stop more quickly than cars. 

[Local Leader] said motorcyclists can increase their safety by: 

• Avoid riding in poor weather conditions. 

• Wearing brightly colored protective gear and a DOT-compliant helmet; 

• Using turn signals for every turn or lane change, even if the rider thinks no one will see 
it; 

* Combining hand and turn signals to draw more attention to themselves; 

* Using reflective tape and stickers to increase conspicuity; and 

* Positioning themselves in the lane where they will be most visible to other drivers. 

Our message to all drivers and motorcyclists is: make this the first year in recent years 
when motorcycle fatalities do not increase. Help to share in the responsibility and do your 
part by safely "Sharing the Road." 
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For Car Drivers 
	

Page 1 of I 

I 

Home 

Quick Tips 

Facts and Figures 

Downloads/Media 

Additional Resouites 

Invest In Safety 

-t4 c 

SEfl': A Strategy for Managing 
the Risk of Motor Vehicle Operation 

Overview: 
The Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF), in its Basic Ride,CourseSM  (BRC) and other curricular products, 
promotes a three-part process with the acronym SEE (Search, Evaluate. Execute) as the core of a 
personal safe-riding strategy (see  diagram). 

Operating a motor vehicle, especially on public roads, is not a passive activity but a complex task that 
involves more than just knowing how to use the accelerator, brakes, and steering. Motor vehicle operators 
require visual, cognitive and motor skills. In the chart above, these three distinct skills are transformed 
into three easily understood terms; Search, Evaluate, Execute. Search means to actively scan and 
Identify factors that could create increased risk; Evaluate means to consider potential problems arising 
from the interaction of those Factors; and Execute refers to the physical motor skills used to prevent or 
avoid the resulting hazards. (Please refer to the Appendix for an In-depth review of the use of the Search, 
Evaluate, Execute process.) An additional benefit of the three terms is that they form an acronym - SEE 
that is easy to remember and is relevant to the driving/riding task In and of itself. The SEE process is 
applicable not only to the operation of any type of motor vehicle, but can work equally well as a risk' 
management strategy for bicyclists or even pedestrians Interacting within a motor vehicle environment. 

Analysis: 
SEE is an active, thinking strategy that places responsibility on the motor vehicle operator to reduce risk 
by creating time and spare In nriler to control a personal margIn of safety. BesIdes being stimpifled 
three-step process and easy to remember, SEE as a word acronym connects a thinking strategy with 
visuei perception, which Is dominant for safe vehicle operatIon. This Is supported by  the Hurt Report which 
stated in one of its recommendations and proposed counternieasu,es 'the need for the motorcycie rider 
to develop a traffIc strategy so that he can SEE AND BE SEEN in traffic. This should be the most Important 
component of any motorcycle rider training program? 

Recommendation: 
All car drivers should use SEE, which due to Its simplicity and el'fectiveness nay prove to be as beneficial 
in reducing traffic collisions as another well-known strategy that it complements, the two'second nile," 

Appendix: The Process of Search, Evaluate, Execute 

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation is a nalional, not-for-proAt oganizalion sponsored by 

BMW BRP. Ducati, Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki. (TM, PiaggioNespa. Suzuki. Triumph, Victo, and yamaha 
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For Car Drivers 
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Home 

Why It Helps to SEE 

Facts and Figures 

Dow nba dsf Media 

Additional Resources 

Invest In Safety 

Thn Things All Car & Truck Drivers 
Should Know About Motorcycles 

Over half of all fatal motorcycle crashes involve another vehicle. 
] Most of the time, the motorist, not the motorcyclist, is at fault. 

There are a lot more cars and trucks than motorcycles on the 
road, and some drivers don't "recognize' a motorcycle - they 
ignore it (usually unintentionally). 

Because of its small size, a motorcycle can be easily hidden in a 
cars blind spots (doorfroof pillars) or masked by objects or 
backgrounds outside a car (bushes, fences, bridges, etc). Take an 
extra moment to look for motorcycles, whether youre changing 
lanes or turning at intersections. 

Because of its small size, a motorcycle may look farther away than 
it is. It may also be difficult to judge a motorcycle's speed. When 
checking traffic to turn at an intersection or into (or out of) a 

• 	driveway, predict a motorcycle is closer than it looks. 

Motorcyclists often slow by downshifting or merely rolling off the 
throttle, thus not activating the brake light. Allow more following 
distance, say 3 or 4 seconds. At intersections, predict a 
motorcyclist may slow down without visual warning. 

Motorcyclists often adjust position within a lane to be seen more 
easily and to minimize the efcts of toad debris, passing vehicles, 
and wind. Understand that motorcyclists adjust lane position for a 
purpose, not to be reckless or show off or to allow you to share the 
lane with them. 

	

5 	
Tum signals on a motorcycle usually are not self-canceling, thus 
some riders (especially beginners) sometimes forget to turn them 
off after a turn or lane change. Make sure a motorcycle's signal is 
for real. 

	

L4J 	
Maneuverability is one of a motorcycle's better characteristics, 
aspecially at slower speeds and with good road conditions, but 
don't expect a motorcyclist to always be able to dodge out of the ft  way. 

Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same as for cars, 
but slippery pavement makes stopping quickly difficult. Allow more 

"TO 	following distance behind a motorcycle because it can't always 
stop "on a dime.' 

EIJI  When a motorcycle is in motion, see more than the motorcycle - 
see the person under the helmet, who could be your friend, 
neighbor, or relative, 

3248 
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For Car Drivers 	 Page 2 of 2 

DIC 	
If a driver crashes into a motorcyclist, bicyclist, or pedestrian and 
causes serious injury, the driver would likely never forgive 
himself/herself. 

The Motorcycfe Safely Foundation is a national. not-for-profit organ,zaUon sponsored by 
BMW, BRP. Oucati, Hartey-Davidson. Honda, Kawasaki, KTM. PiaggioNespa, Suzuki, Triumph Victory. and Yamaha 
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