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26-L.S0376\T

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 72(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE '

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS FRENCH, Paskvan

REPRESENTATIVE Gruenberg

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts,"
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.10.095 is amended to read:
Sec. 19.10.095. Signs promoting the use of safety belts and child safety

devices. The department may erect and maintain signs encouraging the use of safety

belts and child safety devices at the site of a motor vehicle accident where a fatality

occurred as the result of a person's failing to use a safety belt or child safety device.

This section does not limit the authority of the department to erect or maintain signs to
protect the public safety and welfare of persons using the highways of the state.
* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.095(b) is amended to read:

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not transport a child
under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the driver has provided the required
safety device and properly secured each child as described in this subsection. A [IF
THE] child

(1) less than one vear of age or a child one year of age or older who

-1- HCS CSSB 72(STA)
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weighs less than 20 pounds shall be properly secured in a rear-facing child safety

seat that meets or exceeds [IS LESS THAN FOUR YEARS OF AGE, THE CHILD
SHALL BE PROPERLY SECURED IN A CHILD SAFETY DEVICE MEETING
THE] standards of the United States Department of Transportation and _is used in

accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions;

(2) one or more vears of age but less than five years of age who
weighs 20 pounds or more shall be properly secured in a child restraint device

that meets or exceeds the standards of the United States Department of

Transportation and is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions;
(3) over four years of age but less than eight vears of age who is
less than 57 inches in height and weighs 20 or_more pounds but less than 80

pounds shall be properly secured in a booster seat that is secured by a seat belt
system or by another child passenger restraint system that meets or exceeds the

standards of the United States Department of Transportation and is used in

accordance with the manufacturer's instructions;
(4) _over four vyears of age who exceeds the height and weight

requirements in (3) of this subsection shall be properly secured in a seat belt;

(5) eight vears of age [FOR A CHILD SAFETY DEVICE FOR
INFANTS. IF THE CHILD IS FOUR] but less than [NOT YET] 16 years of age who

does not exceed the height and weight requirements in (3) of this subsection [,

THE CHILD)] shall be properly secured in a child safety device approved for a child of
that [AGE AND)] size by the United States Department of Transportation or in a safety
belt, whichever is appropriate for the particular child as determined by the driver.

HCS CSSB 72(STA) -2-
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Re House CS for CS for SB 72(TRA) 26-LS0376\P

Please draft a final CS for SB 72(TRA) that passed out of the House State Affairs Com
this morning amended as follows:

Conceptual Amendment#1 (Seaton)
Page 2 Line 23 after “child” insert as determined by the driver
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 72(TRA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE W
Offered: 3/23/09

Referred: State Affairs, Finance
Sponsor(s): SENATORS FRENCH, Paskvan

REPRESENTATIVYE Gruenberg

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.10.095 is amended to read: ~
Sec. 19.10.095. Signs promoting the use of safety belts and child safety \\
1

devices. The department may erect and maintain signs encouraging the use of safety
i

belts and child safety devices at the site of a motor vehicle accident where a fatality )

occurred as the result of a person's failing to use a safety belt or_child safety device.

This section does not limit the authority of the department to erect or maintain signs V
protect the public safety and welfare of persons using the highways of the state.
* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.095(b) is amended to read:

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not transport a child
under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the driver has provided the required
safety device and properly secured each child as described in this subsection. A [IF
THE] child

(1) less than one year of age or a child one year of age or older who

SB0072¢ -1- HCS CSSB 72(TRA)
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weighs less than 20 pounds shall be properly secured in a rear-facing child safety
seat that meets or exceeds [IS LESS THAN FOUR YEARS OF AGE, THE CHILD
SHALL BE PROPERLY SECURED IN A CHILD SAFETY DEVICE MEETING
THE] standards of the United States Department of Transportation and is used in

accordance with the manufacturer's instructions:

(2) one or more years of age but less than five years of age who

O . Chuld
w_dgMﬁﬂr% shall be properly secured in am

that meets~or exceeds \the standards of the United States Department of
—_—

Transportation and is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions;

(3) over four years of age but less thanﬁi vears of age who is

less than 57 inches in heightﬁd—weighs-%ﬂ-omore—pounds-but-less—than_SO
Mﬁ_&lll be properly secured in a booster seat that is secured by a seat belt

syster;Er—b?\mmmﬁr‘cpﬂd\pWMmm that meets or exceeds the

standards of the United States Department of Transportation and is used in

Seag

d ith th " 's instructions: ©¥" ecired tn A,Se.a:f'lca
accordance wi e manufacturer's instructions: hiclhzuay ,s -
(4) over four vears of age who exceeds the height and w
requirements in (3} of this subsection shall be properly secured in a seat belt;

HCS CSSB 72(TRA) -2- SB0072¢
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 72(TRA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/23/09
Referred: State Affairs, Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATORS FRENCH, Paskvan

REPRESENTATIYE Gruenberg

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts."”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.10.095 is amended to read:

26-LS0376\P

Sec. 19.10,095. Signs promoting the use of safety belts and child safety

devices, The department may erect and maintain signs encouraging the use of safety

belts and child safety devices at the site of a motor vehicle accident where a fatality

occurred as the result of a person's failing to use a safety belt or child safety device.

This section does not limit the authority of the department to erect or maintain signs to

protect the public safety and welfare of persons using the highways of the state,

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.095(b) is amended to read:

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not transport a child

under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the driver has provided the required

safety device and properly secured each child as described in this subsection. A [IF

THE] child
(1) less than one year of age or a child one vear of age or older who
SB0072¢ -1- HCS CSSB 72(TRA)
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weighs less than 20 pounds shall be properly secured in a rear-facing child safety
seat that meets or exceeds [[S LESS THAN FOUR YEARS OF AGE, THE CHILD
SHALL BE PROPERLY SECURED IN A CHILD SAFETY DEVICE MEETING
THE] standards of the United States Department of Transportation and is used in

accordance with the manufacturer's instructions;

(2) one or_more vears of age but less than five vears of age who

weighs 20 pounds or more shall be properly secured in a child restraint device

that _meets or exceeds the standards of the United States Department of

Transportation and is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions;

(3) _over four vears of age but less than eight yvears of age who is

less than 57 inches in height and weighs 20 or more pounds but less than 80

pounds shall be properly secured in a booster seat that is secured by a seat belt

system or by another child passenger restraint system that meets or exceeds the

standards of the United States Department of Transportation and is _used in
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions; (K'-——-—\‘ -~

{4) _over four vears of age who exceeds the height and weight

requirements in (3) of this subsection shall be properly secured\ika.seat belt;

(5) _eight years of age [FOR A CHILD SAFETY DE\?fCE FOR
INFANTS. IF THE CHILD 1S FOUR] but less than [NOT YET] 16 years of age who
does not exceed the height and weight requirements in (3) of this subsection [,

THE CHILD] shall be properly secured in a child safety device approved for a child of
that [AGE AND)] size by the United States Department of Transportation or in a safety

belt, whichever is apprzp\riate for the particular child.
\ wWhy deced o

()bt 1

dppropieals

HCS CSSB 72(TRA) -2- SB0072¢
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Child Passenger Safety

A PARENT'’S PRIMER

When you're an expectant mother, it's important to always wear your seat belt to protect you and your unborn child, Wear
the lap belt across your hips and below your belly with the shoulder belt across your chest {hetween your breasts), Once
your baby is born, follow these important safety steps

GROWING UP SAFE: it’s a four-step process.

As children grow, how they:sit in your car, truck or SUV should change.
Save your child from injury or death by observing all four steps:

RER-FACING ~ a For the best possible protection keep infants in the back seat, in rear-faang child: safety
SEATS ” seats, as long as possible up to the height or. weight limit of the particular seat. At ; a.
minimum, keep infants rear-facing until a minimum of age 1 and at least 20 pounds:

: _ When children éutgrow their rear-facing seats (at a minimum ége'l and at.least 20 - B

FORWARD- J pounds) they should ride in forward-facing child safety seats, in the back seat; until they
FACING SEATS reach the upper weight or he:ght limit of the partlcular seat (usualty around age 4and - .
40pounds) _ , ) ) , oL

P P . R 34

- - - e e — . . . -

. — * Once chlldren outgrow thelr fomard—facmg seats’ (usually around age 4 and 40 pounds), o
BOOSTER J they should ride in booster seats, in the back seat, Gntil the vehicle seat belts fit properly. .. . .
SEATS Seat belts fit properly when the lap beit {ays across the upper thlghs and the shoulder LT

belt fits across the chest (usually atage 8 or when they are 49" tall) :

S g e e -‘_. - s .‘.-.,

- When children outgrow their booster seats, (usually at age 8 of when. they are 49 tall). - ;
ﬁ they can use the adult seat belt in the back seat, if it fits properiy (Iap belt lays across the. . 2

upper thighs and the shouider belt fits across the chest) ‘ _ . e
n . . L ) ' . ) ‘

e R . . v ! PR

Get Help!

ON THE WEB other highway safety issues, call the DOT Vehicle Safety Hotline
Go to www.nhtsa.gov and choose Child Safety Seat at: 1-888-327-4236.

Information from the menu or click on the child passenger NEAR YOU

safety icon. The site includes child safety seat installation tips, A certified child fety technician heck vour
product ratings, recalls, and other useful information. A certitied child passenger sa.ety echnician can check yo
installation and answer questions. To find a technician or an

BY PHONE_ ) ) ‘ inspection station near you, go to www.nhtsa.gov, click on
For more information about child safety seats, booster seats, the child passenger safety icon, and then click on the Fitting/
inspection/fitting stations in your area, seat belts, air bags, and Inspection Station link or go to www.seatcheck.org.

REMEMBER: All children under 13 should ride in the back seat.

Always read the child restraint instructions and the vehicle owner’s manual.

ek ke kk

NiifsA

www.nhtsa.gov
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AMENDMENT EFFECT:

o Consistent use of child safety seat terms
» Aligns the weight/height grid with NHTSA published standards.
o Strikes a weight requirement when transitioning to a booster seat and to a seat belt

NHTSA Height/Weight Schedule for Child Safety Seats
Source: “Traffic Safety Facts August 2007”, and also “Child Passenger Safety — A Parent’s Primer” (undated)

AGE HEIGHT weigHT | PROPERLY SECURED
<less than 1 yearold| _ - and |less than 20 Ibs. Sl:aatf'-facmg child safety
1to 4 yrs old ] ) and |less than 40 Ibs. ;f;:?lt—facing child safety
Over4 yrs.old |and [Less than 57" tallf _ "booster seat”
Over7 yrs.old {and| Over 57" tall _ "seat belt"

Note: the NHTSA refers to an approximate weight; i.e. “about 20 pounds™ and “about 40
pounds,” but specifies 577 inches as the target height.
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Motor Vehicle Occupant Protection
FACTS

Appendix C - State Child Restraint Laws'

Table of Conlents

Introduction

May Use Children
Child Allowed in
Rear Safety Child Safety Seat Major Exemptions| Gargo
Belts Safety Seat| or Safety | Max to Child Area of
State Requirezdg Required Belt Fine*|Points Passenger Laws® Pickups?
To trucks or buses
AL <6 yrs <4yrs  |Ages 4-5 yrs| $10 weighing >1 ton Yes
AK <16 yrs <4 yIs $50 2 None No
AZ <16 yrs <5yrs |Age 5-15 yrs| $10 Al vehiSI:GbeIts in
AR | <15yrs | A980 s & Age Ous orf 100 None
CA <16 yrs <<66)({)rlsb2r $100] 1 None
<4 yrs & <40 Transported in Yes, if
Ibs & >4 yrs |Ages 6-15 & motor vehicle ag a | sitting &
COl <16yrs 8 <Byrs & :’gg,,"::“& $56 result of a medical | tailgate
<585" tall 1l emergency closed
cr| <teyrs | <4ysand | 40Is& g | 5 None No
3 60 lbs & No major
DE| <t6yrs <Byrs over S20 2 exemptions No
Ages 8 yrs- All vehicle belts in
bC <16 yrs <8 yrs 16 yrs $150] 3 usel No
FL <16 yrs <4 yrs Age 4-5 yrs | $60 3 None No
. If on non-
Not May use belt if age] .
GA <18 yrs <5 yrs e $50 1 interstate
permissible 5and over roadway
All vehicle belts in
HI | <18yrs <3 yrs Age 4yrs | 5100 Y o No'3
us
>4and<18 | <dyrsor | >4 or>40 All vehicle belts in
1o yrs <40 Ibs R usel,8 Yes
Ages 4-15
IiL <16 yrs <8 yrs gg’ti?\g $50 None Yes
positions
Ages 4-16
IN <12 vrs <4 vrs syézlti?\” $25 4 Vehicle registered | <16 yrs not
4 Y positions P out of State allowed
vehicles
Motorcycles,
school buses,
21 Ages 6-10 emergency
1A <11 yrs <G yrs™" yrs $25 vehicles & medicat| '
reasons per
physician
KS <14 yrs <4 yrs $20 Al vehiﬁlseebelts in [f>13 yrs
KY <16yrs 140" & Under $50 None Yes
Ambulances,
<G yrsor 60 Ages 3-13 school buses
LA <1 ’ If >
3yrs Ibs yrs $100 church buses, Tyrs
commerical

The Need To Promote

Occupant Restraint Use for
Children, Youth, and_16- to 20-

Year-Olds

Facts About Children and

Youih

161020

Appendices

¢ Appendix A: Persons Killed
in_Motor Vehicle Crashes,

by State and Age Group,

2002

e Appendix B: Passenger
Vehicte Occupants Killed in

State and Restraint Use,

2002

e Appendix C: State Child

Restraint Laws

For Additional Information

1571 http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/airbags/OccupantProtectionFacts/appendixc.htm
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Appendix C - State Child Restraint Laws

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/airbags/OccupantProtectionFacts/appendixc.htm

vehicles
Ages 4-17 : :
<12 yrs, All vehicle belts in | <16 yrs not
ME <8 yrs rs, <12 & 60
<100 tbs y yrs <1281 use? allowed
All vehicle belts in
use, vehicle
MD <16 yrs <6 yrs >40 |bs $25 registered out of No
State exempt
<5 yrsor
MA <13 yrs <60 Ibs >Age 5yrs | $25 None If >16 yrs
All vehicle belts in
M| <16yrs <4 yrs $15 7 Nol2 13
use™
MN| <11yrs <4 yrs $50 Child being nursed | Nol? 14
MS <8 yrs <4 yrs $25 See footnote20 Yes
Ages 4-15
MO <16 yrs <4 yrs may use | $25 No
safety belts
No mere than 3
CSS required in a
MT | <16yrs <2 yrs Agfssozl;)asor g%g vehicle; physical or] No'314
medical reasons
per physician
Medical reasons
per physician,
NE <16 yrs <G yrs $25 emergency No
vehicles, taxi cabs
<6 yrs, <80 Public
NV <16 yrs Ibs, & <55" $500 transportation No
NH <18 yrs <6 yrs $25 None No
All vehicla belts in
NJ <18 yrs <8 yrs or 80 $25 7 No
Ibs use”
Ages 5-12 Ali vehicle belts in .
N 16 4 yrsl8 2 No, if <18
M| =<16yrs | <1-4yrs yrs $25 use!?
NY | <16yrs <4 yrs $100 None Yesl®
Child’s personal | |t 14 yrs
NC | <toyrs | <SS <40 Ages 515 needsbeing | 1o 148
b attended to T
All vehicle belts in
use by family
Ages 4-17 members, or
ND <18 yrs <4yrs yrs fransported in an Yes
emergency
situation
<4 yrs or <60| <4 yrsor Vehicle registered ] If traveling
OH lbs <60 Ibs $100 outof State  J<25 mph'?
ok| <3 <6yrs | >6but<13 | s25 Allvehicle belts in | yes
MNone unless all
20 | <4yrsor |AgeByrs & b
OR | <15 yrs*¥ <40 |bs >60 by | $9% bellectiazgzmons Yes
PA <16 yrs <4 yrs $25 Nene Yes
<7 yrs & 54"
&80Ibsin
Federally
Approved |Age 7 yrsor All vehicle belts in | No, up to
RI <17 yrs Child older $75 use age 16
Restraint
System in
back seat
<5 yrs or =1 but <6 If all vehicle belts
sc <17 yrs <80 lbs years $25 in use Yes
<5 yrs & <40] Ages 5-17,
SD <18 yrs Ibs &> 40 Ibs $20 None Yes
All vehicle belts in | If >5 yrs or

Page 2 of 4

4/7/2009




Appendix C - State Child Restraint Laws

810 movin
TN <18 yrs <4 yrsg $505 use=,— <20 mpgh
<4 yrsor | Ages 4-16 All vehicle belts in {<17 yrs not
i <17yrs <36" yrs $200 use allowed
All vehicle belts in
Ages 5-18 use, physical or
ur <i9yrs <Syrs yrs $45 medical reasons No
per physician
All vehicle belts in
vT <16 yrs <8 yrs $25 17 Yes
use--
No major
VA <16 yrs <5 yrs Ages 6-15 | $50 exemplions Yes
" <Gyrsor § AgesB-16 No major
WA <16 101 Y
e <60 Ibs yrs?3 s exemptions®? es
wv <16 yrs <3yrs |Ages 3-8 yrs| $20 Al veh|ﬁlseebelts n No
Attending to child's 14
wi <8 yrs <4 yrs  |Ages 4-8 yrs| $75 personal needs Noi2
Physician provides
<8 yrs & <80 medical
|bs properly exemptions,
WY <12 yrs secured in Agesr55-11 $50 rendering aid and Yes
CRS in back ¥ or assistance to
seatzz child by
parent/guardian
All persons,
ali ages, <12 must
PR | UNiessing | o5y | ride in back | $100 None No
safety seat seat
must wear a
safety belt

TThis chart applies to children younger than age 19. As of the printing of this
document, 24 States & DC have enacted legislation to address booster seat age
children. Legislation varies from State to State.

2Front seat restraints are required for all children younger than 16.

3Children < 12 years old and < 66 inches may not occupy front seat if equipped with
passenger-side air bag.

4Maximum fine for first offense of child safety seat laws. Fines may be different for

older children.

50r 30 days in jail.

6Major exemptions are considered to be exemptions in private passenger vehicles

{cars, vans, or pickups). Many States have exemptions for buses, taxis, or other public
transportation, children with medical conditions, and emergency situations.

7Unrestrained children must be in the rear.

8Law does not apply if the child's personal or physiological needs are being met.

90nly for children > 1 year old.

100nly for ages 4 through 11.

1973
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Appendix C - State Child Restraint Laws Page 4 of 4

" Only for children older than age 4.

2Unless properly restrained in a safety belt or child safety seat.
3Unless number of children exceeds number of safety belts available.
14Unless used in farm work or farm activity.

5Unless there are more than five children younger than age 18 not accompanied by a
perscn older than 18.

BUnless supervised by an adult.

17Effective 8/1/03, secondary enforcement and 1-year warning period.

18< 1yr rear-facing CSS; age 1-4 child passenger restraint device or < 40 Ibs.
%0r riding in an emergency vehicle, public transportation, or school bus.

20if there are more passengers than available safety belts, the driver/passengers are
not in violation; public carriers for hire are exempted.

21Enacted July 2004 with condition of an 18-month education phase-in period.

22ynless the vehicle has only one row of seats, then the child can be placed in the
front, as of 7/1/03.

23May use safety belt only if property adjusted and fastened.

24The CPS law does not apply if the child is booster seat age/size and the vehicle has
lap-only safety belts.

25Beginning 7/1/04, child < 1 or < 20 pounds in rear-facing safety seat.

Back to Top

1574 http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/airbags/OccupantProtectionFacts/appendixc.htm 4/7/2009




PROPOSED AGE / WEIGHT / HEIGHT GRID UNDER SB 72 26-LS0376\E

Approx. % aged-
AGE HEIGHT WEIGHT | PROPERLY SECURED IN A: | children falling inside
Ht/Wt parameters

Less than 1 less than |, . . " o
vear old - and 20 Ibs. rear-facing child safety seat 99%
1to4yrs More than |, .. . . o
old - and 20 |bs. child restraint device 99%
"booster seat that is secured by
5t0 7 yrs. " a seat belt system OR by o
Old and| <57 and| 211t0 79 ibs. another child passenger 99%
restraint system”
Age 11.5 yrsis the
Over 4 yrs. " N " average soonest age to
old and| >57" |and| Over 80 Ibs. |"seat belt meet both HtWit

requirements
Age 11.5yrsis the

"child safety devise...orin a

05" |and| <7 |an |10 10 Platey vl nichverts | DXI28E oTest 000
appropriale requirements
Source: 8B 72 bill text
95% of BOYS
Weight Height
Age b 34-52 Ibs. 40-46"
Age 7 41-70 Ibs. 44".52"
Age 8 45-78 Ibs. 47"-54"
Age 15 96-176 |bs. 62"-72"
95% of GIRLS
Weight Height
Age 5 32-52Ibs. 39"-48"
Age 7 40-70Ibs. 44".52"
Age 8 44-80lbs. 46"-54"
Age 15 90-1686Ibs, 60"-69"

Source: www.cdc.govigrowcharts

Questions pertaining to this bill / grid on next page Page 1 of 2

1975



Questions re. the fast-moving SB

Why the varying veracular: "child restraint devices”, "child safety devices," and a "child passenger restraint system?”
Why can't the language be consistent and easier to understand? The three basic seats are: rear-facing, front-facing,
and backless booster child safety seats. Call it that accordingly.

if a parent decides it is "appropriate” for their child, who's say age 9, weighs 6Clbs, and stands 50" tall, to wear a
seatbelt, will that decision spare the parent from receiving a ticket for just using a seat belt, regardiess of the fact that
the child is under the height or weight parameters? If so, and we're indeed calling on parents' descretion, then why
bother passing this law? '

The National Highway Safety Administration shifts emphasis from WEIGHT to a HEIGHT requirement when
transitioning to/from the booster seats. What does a child's weight have to do with improving safety and use of a
booster seat over a seat belt?

NHTSA recommends a graduation from rear-facing safety seats, to front-facing safety seats, to booster seats, to seat
belts as follows:

AGE HEIGHT WEIGHT PROPERLY SECURED IN A:
<1 year - and <20 Ibs. “rear-facing child safety seat”
1to4yrs - and <40 Ibs. “front-facing child safety seat"
>4yrs. |and| <&7" "booster seat”
>7yrs. |and| >57" "seat belt”

This grid shows height and weight requirements. Why doesn't SB 218 reflect this easier-to-understand, and more
conforming approach to the NHTSA's recommendations?

A sample of 50 high-back (front-facing) booster seat products was taken from a leading on-line retailer. The price
ranged from $40 to $350, with an average of $98. Rear-facing (infant) safety seats were similar in price. The no-
back boosters sample was of 14 products, ranging in price from $19 to $60, with an average price of $28.
Considering that the NHTSA indicates children need to make graduations through the seat types as they grow, and
that parents will ultimately have to buy all three types of seats, do you assert that the booster seat requirements will
not be onerous on parents, particularly low-income parents?

There are accordingly several agencies in the state who sell "thousands” of child safety seats at reduced cost, or free.
Please specify these agencies and explain exactly when and where parents can take advantage these free or
reduced price safety seats.

Similarly, the fiscal note for SB 218 leverages passage of the bill to federal grant money amounting to $194K in the
next two fiscal years, and 50% of which ($82K) "may be used to fund programs for purchasing and distributing child
safety seats and restraints to low income families." However, assuming the safety seat requirement takes effect in
July 2008, how long will it take before those federal grant monies are actually available to parents?

Since we passed the 2006 law making it a primary offense not to be wearing a seat belt, will it also be the case that
children observed not being in a booster or safety seat will give cause to pull-over and ticket parents?

Page 2 of 2
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Growth Chart: Boys Two to Twenty Years htip://pediatrics.about.com/library/growth_charts/nboystwo.htm
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Growth Chart: Girls Two to Twenty Years . http://pediatrics.about.com/library/growth_charts/ngirlstwo.htm

Abaut.com : Pediatrics

ADbaut Pediatrics

2 to 20 years: Girls
Stature-for-age and Weight-for-age percentiles NAME
: 12 13 14 15 36 17 18 19 0

Mathor'sSoters ____________ Patker's Souners ] el e em d-in -
[ A g Septure s (o lTE AGE(YEARS) © :

I

TR,
&
L

BB = : 74+

= o == = 188 4~ —
7 == L7
11180
i} gnt St & DI e oo P o T .;.s".'_'m-'
3 ) T § w0t
[*To Cateudats BME: ‘Weight (k) + Stiturs (em] + Stature {ornd x 10,000t -1~ R e o e i e ‘.;‘o;fa__
o Wsign {Ib] + Stature (in} + Steture {in} 2 703 B ) =4 i s e vt vl Skt EPIS
in fem 3 A e T 8 9 1011 r,;;,q"_ s ‘-‘-ﬁ“:"_"'—‘i-'a-
PRl E ¥ G B G B SR e B A g G B = SR REES 101 o
L= —= ‘ AL A e e i ISS 1 -
".’w-':lmquz "’v';r' r"{"',‘ ;“m’"“ = ‘-‘Tw's,,ﬂ--‘-ﬂr
5! Leg 4= 8 Inis A A AT e e = . “
14K - s il L Wl F 4 Ea% i 3 2B 3 S o e '7
n..r—’r—-_-r":f_ aphn 2 2o i = o)
g') 56 A IS =f= S5 =5 ==
SR g oSS T : 105 4230 4
_54:....:“4_ ; i l(f :.:“ L L7 T "‘:,:.'Z....._
L HSE p RS A RNV ] S e s 100 1220 1
%2 -] ) P o Sl ey —-f-’/- =y o A = e —--4-—__----210‘
) .Iﬂq: naynd g sind 7y i um T AR o B T T jof gt gls-:
50— T LV AL T ==t £ ——|2004
e e = = Ea
'T : '_"-Im _:_ = ;’,_f ? :!l : i sy 3 1 " __as
a6 SEBV A el A S —1180
e N S e ow fares =80
44 - Fa = o : Fel= e
it - éf e B ke Sne £ bl R e S T T IR
42 R = 1 :—-_'4?60'
L —-70
T = o S Bt =12 - 1150 4
N y o e + i1 = EE
38 EERVSPdCEESEREE oo Ram ]
- - 7, il — —efy -
— v ] - w1110
64 = B o ol [ o i o= 2 et B 1
.;34; -¥- e d e
- BE ’_!1 Ton A
—-32 - A T 3-’1 T -
[0 EPEszEr
o B S l
&Kolb o ot S8olb

i—w—
w4

(16 |

AGE(YEARS) =

Top g e e P

10 11 12 13|14 15 16 17 18 19 M0

SOURCE omqnmc_nmm ptiaboretion with.
Mol Cortar for Ouraeni & Otnint Promintion snd Jinelth Promason CXO0)
me

back to the growth.charts subject page

Ao

AR, NS IS S RS
TD MEET ®OTH

1978
l1ofl . 4/4/2008 9:30 AM




Traffic Safety Facts

DAOT HS 810 798

\

*****

August 2007

Child Restraint Use in 2006 Use of Correct Restraint Types

Donna Glassbrenner, Ph.D., and Tony Jiangiang Ye

In the first-ever probability-based study of whether children
in the United States are using restraints appropriate for their
height and weight, NHTSA found that almost half (44%) of
children between 20 and 40 pounds were not in front-facing
child safety seats in 2006, the appropriate child restraint for
this weight group. This result is from the National Survey of
the Use of Booster Seats (NSUBS), The NSUBS is conduct-
ed by the National Center for Statistics and Analysis of the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The NSUBS provides the best information to date on the extent
to which children are “prematurely graduated” to restraints
inappropriate for their height and weight. This is because the
NSUBS is a probability-based national survey that not only
observes child restraint use, but also records the ages, heights,
and weights of children via face-to-face interviews. -

The 2006 survey found substantial evidence of premature
graduation for all restraint types. In the following sections,
we present the 2006 findings in three areas:

# Premature graduation out of rear-facing safety seats;
8 Premature graduation out of front-facing safety seats; and
M Premature graduation into seat belts.

Premature Graduation Out of Rear-Facing
Safety Seats

NHTSA recommends that for the best possible protection,
infants should be kept in the back seat, in rear-facing child
safety seats, as long as possible up to the height or weight
limit of the particular seat. At a minimum, infants should
be kept rear-facing until a minimum of age 1 and at least 20
pounds (source: www.boosterseat.gov).

In particular, children who are under age 1 or less than 20
pounds should be in rear-facing safety seats. However, the
2006 NSUBS found that

M Over one quarter (28%) of infants (less than 1 year) were
not in rear-facing safety seats; and

M About one quarter (24%) of children less than 20 pounds
(age 0 to 12) were not in rear-facing safety seats.

Most of the premature graduation for these children was to
front-facing safety seats.
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Premature Graduation Out of Front-Facing
Safely Seats

NHTSA recommends that when children outgrow their rear-
facing seats (at a minimum age 1 and at least 20 pounds)
they should ride in forward-facing child safety seats, in the
back seat, until they reach the upper weight or height limit of
the particular seat (usually at around age 4 and 40 pounds)
(Source: www.boosterseat.gov)

However, the 2006 NSUBS found that:

B Almost half (44%} of children age 0 to 12 who are 20-40
pounds were not in front-facing safety seats.

Some of the premature graduation for these children was to
booster seats and some to seat belts.

P Distrlbuﬂunofnestraint Types in 2006 torcmldren Age 0-12 ol o
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. L . “Rear-Facing " Front-Facmg
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Note: Percentages may not total to 100% due to roundmg

Source: The National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats 2006, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis

Premature Graduation to Seat Belts

NHTSA recommends that once children outgrow their for-
sward-facing seats (usually at around age 4 and 40 pounds),
-they should ride in booster seats, in the back seat, until the
vehicle seat belts fit properly. Seat belis fit properly when the
lap belt lays across the upper thighs and the shoulder belt fits
across the chest (usually at age 8 or when they are 4'9” tall).
(Source: www.boosterseat.gov)

However, the 2006 NSUBS found that:

B About half (46%) of children (age 0-12) who are 37 to 53
inches tall were not in safety seats or booster seats;

B About 8 in 10 (83%) of children (age 0-12) who are 54 to 56
inches tall were not in safety seats or booster seats.

Many of these children were in seat belts and a fair number
were unrestrained.
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The Tvpes of Restraints Used bv Chlldren Age 0-12, by Weight
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1 Survey data was obtained on children age 0 to 12 in passeng'er vehicles at a nationwide probability sample of gas stations, day care centers, recreation

centers, and restaurants in five fast food chains.

2 Restraint use is observed by trained data collectors prior to or just as the vehicle comes to a stop, except in the case of observation at fast foed drive through
lanes, where restraint use is observed prior to the vehicle reaching the drive-through window.

NA: Data not sufficient to produce a reliable estimate.
Source: The National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis
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The Types of Restraints Used by Children Age 0-12, by Height
" e petcenysoyChigren gl

Bbsam lns
Children Whao Are at Most 36 Inches Tall

'Rear-FacmgcnuaSafetySeat _ v n % | e
Front-Facing Child Safety Seat o R 5;5% " I 4‘1:'/uﬁ ST
Hioh-Backed‘Booster Sga:‘v S ' o N : 12}2- o T_- ‘T-'m__ : :"‘—';:-“ "-T_.‘“fwn"u-‘—f‘}'{_:""’f- S ]
— Backless Booster Séat - | 7 .B% I BT‘/T T
SeaiBelt _ _ ' T . " B 6% ,,w.,__, LT 2*%7”" - “m‘]
No Restraint Obéer\;ed 7 I - SV%M I m‘;/: S

Rear-Facing Child Safety Seat 0% 0%
Font-acing Crild Safety Seat .. 2 U PEETET T T T T
High-Backed Booster Seat ' . — . 20% I Q;I".A:-. T
ﬁ@@@"?ggﬁiﬁ%Iﬁiﬁif&fiﬂ

Seat Belt 37% 5%

~No Restraint Observed

Children Who Are Between 54 and 56 Inches Tall

Rear-FacIng Child Safety Seat

Front-Facing Child Safety Seat ' . - NA B o o o 'NA
_ ngh-Backed Booster Seat I PR 9% — . s s% ,
Backless Booster Seat | - - - '-4“'/‘:._"“ I WSH%N )
Seat o e e
No Restraint Observed 18% 5%

) Ch_ildrgn Who Are Taller Than 56 Inches

Rear-Facing Child Safety Seat ' NA NA

Front-Facing Child Safety Seat , B O P I S
High-Backed Booster Seat - 11% I 1‘:/0 S
Backless Booster Seat ‘ ', L NA ST __ Lo " A ) !
Seat Belt 8% B '

No Restraint Observed _ B - 4 o o ) '

1 Survey data was obtained on children age 0 to 12 in passenger vehicles at a nationwide probability sample of gas stations, day care centers, recreation
centers, and restaurants in five fast food chains.

2 Restraint use is abserved by trained data collectors prior to or just as the vehicle comes to a stop, except in the case of observation at fast food drive through
lanes, where restraint use is observed prior to the vehicle reaching the drive-through window.

NA; Data not sufficient to produce a reliable estimate.
Source: The National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis
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The Types of Restraints Used Children Age 0-12, by Age
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Survey Methodology

The National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats obtains its
data by sending trained data collectors to a probability sam-
ple of gas stations, day care centers, recreation centers, and
restaurants in five national fast food chains across the United
States. The choice of these types of data collection sites stems
from the necessity of observing restraint use from a close
range in a slow-moving or stopped vehicle (as is required
in order to distinguish a seat belt being used in conjunc-
tion with a backless booster seat from a seat belt being used
alone), combined with the desire to capture large numbers
of children.

Data collectors approach passenger vehicles appearing to
have child occupants under the age of 13, observe the restraint
use of up to nine occupants in the first three rows of seats
and conduct interviews to obtain the race and ethnicity of all
occupants (obtained in compliance with OMB standards for
such data) and the heights, weights, and ages of child occu-
pants appearing to be under age 13. (The approximate ages
of other occupants (expressed as an age range, such as 16 to
24 years old), and the genders of all occupants, are subjec-
tively assessed by the data collectors.)

In order to capture restraint usage before children unfasten
the restraints, restraint use is observed by the data collectors
prior to or just as the vehicle comes to a stop, except in the
case of observation at fast food drive through lanes, where
restraint use is observed prior to the vehicle reaching the
drive-through window.

In order to reach as wide an audience as possible, the NSUBS
uses some Spanish-speaking data collectors.

The 2006 survey data is based on the observation of 10,000
occupants, 5300 of whom were under age 13, in 3,500
vehicles at 28 day care centers, 107 fast food restaurants,
205 gas stations, and 43 recreation centers nationwide. The
survey interviewed the drivers of 4,431 children under age
13, including 197 infants, 1,061 children age 1 to 3 years old,
1,685 children age 4 to 7 years old, and 1,488 children age 8
to 12 years old. The data was collected between July 17 and
July 29, 2006.

The NSUBS uses a complex multistage probability sample,
statistical data editing, imputation of unknown values and
complex estimation and variance estimation procedure. See
the NHTSA Technical Report referenced below for more
information on these procedures, as well as for more infor-
mation on the survey’s data collection protocols.

The design of the survey, survey preparation activities, data
collection, estimation, and variance estimation for the NSUBS
were conducted by Westat, Inc., under the direction of the
National Center for Statistics and Analysis in NHTSA under
Federal contract number DTNH22-07-D-00057. The OMB
clearance number for the NSUBS is 2127-0644.

What Do the Survey Results Tell Us? Are the
Results Representative?

By design and necessity, the NSUBS survey data is obtained
from a restricted set of site types, namely gas stations, day
care centers, recreation centers, and restaurants in five fast
food chains, However the survey uses a probability sample
of these site types, and so its results are representative of chil-
dren who frequent these types of sites.

For instance, the survey result that 37 percent of children
between 37 and 53 inches tall were in seat belts means that
among children in this height range who were taken by pas-
senger vehicles to gas stations, day care centers, recreation
centers, and fast food restaurants in 2006, 37 percent were in
seat belts. Whether or not the seat belt use rate for children
in this height range who do not frequent these site types is
an open question, and not one that the NSUBS (or any other
survey we know of) can answer.

How Do These Results Compare With NOPUS?

NHTSA conducts another survey, the National Occupant
Protection Use Survey, which examines some aspects of
premature graduation. The NOPUS observes children in
vehicles stopped at stop signs and stop lights on a prob-
ability sample of roadways, and, as necessitated by road-
side observation, assesses age subjectively, does not collect
height nor weight, and its data collectors do not attempt to
decipher whether a child in a shoulder belt is in a backless
booster seat. Thus the NOPUS is conducted at a set of sites
that is representative of U.S. roadways, but its age data is
subject to observer misjudgment, its restraint type data is
less complete, and it cannot provide restraint use distribu-
tions by height or weight.

The restraint use distributions NOPUS can provide (the
distributions by age) are sometimes comparable to those in
NSUBS, and sometimes not. Differences between the NOPUS
and NSUBS estimates could be due to the different popula-
tions of vehicles captured by the two surveys (stemming
from the different site types used} and/or different sources
of age information (which is visually estimated in NOPUS
versus obtained by interview in NSUBS). For more informa-
tion on the NOPUS data, see the publication “Child Restraint
Use in 2006 available at http:/ /www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/
CMSWeb/ ViewCatalogbyCategory.aspx.

Restraint Types and Definition of Use
The NSUBS uses the following definitions of restraint use:

Rear-Facing Child Safety Seat - The child occupant is in a seat
that sits on top of the vehicle seat in such a way that the child
faces the rear of the vehicle, and the harness straps are across
the child’s front. The harness straps might be secured or not.

NHTSA's National Center for Statistics and Analysis

1984

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590



Front-Facing Child Safety Seat - The child occupant is in a seat
that sits on top of the vehicle seat in such a way that the child
faces the front of the vehicle, and with harness straps that are
across the child’s front.

High-Backed Booster Seat - The child occupant is in a seat with
a seat back that sits on top of the vehicle seat, and has a seat
belt across the front of the child’s body, whether lap or lap/
shoulder. No harness is in use.

Backless Booster Seat - The child occupant is sitting on a plat-
form with no seat back that sits on top of the vehicle seat, and
has a seat belt across the front of the child’s body, whether lap
or lap/shoulder. No harness is in use.

Seat Belt - Child (or adult) is sitting on the vehicle seat and the
seat belt is across front of the body (includes lap belts).

Unrestrained - All other cases

R

U.S. Deparment

of Transportation
National Highway
Traffic Sately
Administration

For More Information

The NSUBS has very rich information on the restraint use
of all children under age 13. In particular, the NSUBS pro-
vides the agency’s estimate of booster seat use among 4- to 7-
year-olds and provides the best data to date on child restraint
use by race and ethnicity. This publication is part of a series
that presents overall results from the survey on these top-
ics. Please see the companion publications “Booster Seat Use
in 2006” and “Child Restraint Use in 2006—Demographic
Results” for the latest data on these topics. Detailed informa-
tion on the NSUBS survey design and analysis procedures
are provided in the NHTSA Technical Report “The 2006
National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats— Methodology
Report.” These publications will be available at the Web site
http: / /www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/CMSWeb/ ViewCatalogby-
Category.aspx in 2007.

For more information on NHTSA’s recommended child
restraint types for children of various heights and weights,
and for information on the campaign by NHTSA to increase
child restraint use, see www.nhtsa.gov.

NHTSA's National Center for Statistics and Analysis

1985

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20580



Child Restraint Laws http://www .iihs.org/laws/childrestraint.aspx
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Child restraint laws
March 2009

Overview | Safety belt use laws | Children not covered by safety belt or child restraint laws

Who is covered?

Maximum fine 1st
Stato Must be In child restraint Adult safety belt permissible offonse

Alabama younger than 1 or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 6 through 14 years s25’
infant seat; 1 through 4 years or 20-40 pounds in a
forward-facing child safety seat; 5 but not yet 6 in a booster

seat. '
law states no preference for rear seat
Alaska 3 years and younger 4 through 15 years $50°
law states no preference for rear seat
Arizona 4 years and younger not permissible $50
law states no preference for rear seat
Arkansas 5 years and younger and less than 60 pounds 6 through 14 years or 60+ pounds $100
law states no preference for rear seat
California 5 years and younger o less than 60 pounds? 6 through 15 years or 60+ pounds $100"
children 5 years and younger or less than 60 pounds must be in the rear seat’
Colorado younger than 1 year and less than 20 pounds in a 6 through 15 years or 55 inches or $50
rear-facing infant seat; 1 through 3 years and 20-40 more
pounds in a forward-facing child safety seat; 4 through 5
years and less than 55 inches In a booster seat®
law states no preference for rear seat
Connecticut younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 7 through 15 years and 60+ $60°
restraint system; 1 through 6 years who is less than 60 pounds“
pounds in a child restraint system (booster seats may only
be used in a seating position with a lap and shouider bett)
law states nc preference for rear seat
Delaware 7 years and younger and less than 66 pounds® 8 through 15 years or 66+ $25

pounds5

children 11 years and younger and 65 inches or less must be in rear seat if passenger airbag is active®

District of Colurbia 7 years and younger 8 through 15 years 575

iaw states no preference for rear seat |

Flarida 3 years and younger 4 through 5 years 360"
law states no preference for rear seat

Georgia § years and younger and 57 inches or less® more than 7 inches $50°

5 years and younger must be in rear seal if available®

Hawaii 3 years and younger in a child safety seat; 4 years through 4 through 7 years who are tafler $100°
7 years must be in a booster seat or child restraint than 4'9"; 4 through 7 years who
are at least 40 pounds seated in a
rear seat where if there are no
available lap/shoulder belts, may
be restrained by a lap belt
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6 years and either less than 57 inches or less than 65
pounds must be in a booster seat

weigh 65 pounds or more or who
are 57 inches or taller

law states no preference for rear seat

Idaho 6 years and younger not permissible $100
law states no preference for rear seat
[kinois 7 years and younger 8 through 15 years; children who $50
weigh more than 40 pounds seated
in the rear where only a lap beltis
available
law states no preference for rear seat
Indiana 7 years and younger when driver holds an Indiana icense® B8 through 15 years g25
law states no preference for rear seat
lowa younger than 1 year and less than 20 pounds in a 6 through 10 years $25
rear-facing child seat, 1 through 5 years
law states no preference for rear seat
Kansas all children 3 and younger must be in a child restraint; all children 8 through 13 years; 360
children 4 through 7 who weigh less than 80 pounds and children 4 through 7 years who
children 4 through 7 who are less than 57 inches tall must weigh more than 80 pounds, and
be in a child restraint or booster seat children 4 through 7 years who are
{afler than 57 inches
{aw states no preference for rear seat
Kentucky 40 inches or less in a child restraint; 6 and younger who 6 and younger who are taller than $50 child restraint;
are between 40 and 50 inches tall in a booster seat 50 inches $30 booster seat
law states no preference for rear seat
Louisiana younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a chikd 6 through 12 years or greater than $100
safety seat; 1 through 3 years or 20-39 pounds in a 60 pounds
forward-facing child safety seat; 4 through 5 years or 40-60
pounds in a child booster seat
law states no preference for rear seat
Maine less than 40 pounds in a child safety seat; 40-80 pounds 8 through 17 years or less than 18 $50
and kess than 8 years in a safety system that elevates the years and more than 4'g"
child so that an adult seat beklt fits properly
11 years and younger and less than 100 pounds must be in rear seat if available
Maryland 7 years and younger and either less than 57 inches or 65 8 through 15 years; children who $25
pounds or less are at least 57 inches or 65
pounds
law states no preference for rear seat
Massachusetis 7 years and younger and less than 57 inches 8 through 12 years; children who $25
are at feast 57 inches tall
law states no preference for rear seat
Michigan 7 years and younger and less than 57 inches 8 through 15 years; children who $10
are at least 57 inches tall
law states no preference for rear seat
Minnesota 3 years and younger not permissible $50
law states no preference for rear seat
Mississippi 3 years and younger must be in a child restraint; 4 through 6 years and younger who either $25
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law states no preference for rear seat

Missouri 3 years and younger must be in a child restraint; aft all children 8 through 16 years; all $50; $10 for
children who weigh less than 40 pounds must be ina CR; 4 children 4 years and older who violations invoMng
through 7 years who weigh at least 40 pounds but less than  weigh BO pounds or more or who children taller than
80 pounds and who are 4'9" or shorter must be in either a are taller than 4'9" 4'9" or who weigh
CR or booster seat; children 4 years and older who weigh 80 pounds or more
at least 80 pounds or who are at least 4'9" tall must be in
either a booster seat or safety beft

law states no preference for rear seat

Montana 5 years and and younger and less than 60 pounds not permissible $100

law states no preference for rear seat

Nebraska 5 years and younger 6 through 17 years® $257

law states no preference for rear seat

Nevada 5 years and younger and 60 pounds or less not permissible $5001°

law states no preference for rear seat

New Hampshire 5 years and younger who are less than 55 inches 6 through 17 years; younger than $25

6 who are at least 55 inches tall
law states no preference for rear seat

New Jersey 7 years and younger and less than 80 pounds not permissible $25

children 7 years and younger and less than 80 pounds must be in the rear seat if available

New Mexco younger than 1 year in a rear-facing infant seat, 1 through 7 through 17 years $25
4 years or less than 40 pounds in a child safety seat;, 5
through 6 or less than 60 pounds in a booster seal

children younger than 1 year in a rear-facing infant seat must be in the rear seat if available

New York 3 and younger unless they weigh more than 40 pounds and 7 through 15 years; children who 5100
are seated where there is no available lap/shoulder belt; 4 weigh more than 40 pounds or
through 6 years unless they are seated where there is no children 4 through 6 years in a
available lap/shoulder belt seating position where there is no

available lap/shoulder belt
law states no preference for rear seat
North Carolina 7 years ard younger and less than 80 pounds 8 through 15 years + children 525!
40-80 pounds in seats without
shoulder belts
chikiren 4 years and younger who weigh less than 40 pounds must be in the rear seat unless the front passenger airbag
is deactivated or the restraint is designed for use with airbags
North Dakota 6 years and younger and less than 57 inches or less than 7 through 17 years, 6 years and $25"
80 pounds younger and at least 57 inches talt
and at least 80 pounds; 6 years
and younger and at least 40
pounds, if there are no available
lap/shoulder belts, may be
restrained by a lap belt
law states no preference for rear seat

Ohio 3 years and younger or less than 40 pounds in child 8 through 14 years'" (effective $75!" (effective
restraint; 4 through 7 years who weigh 40 pounds or more 10/07/09) 10/07/08)
and who are shorter than §7 inches in booster seat
{effective 10/07/09}

law states no preference for rear seat
Cklahoma 5 years and younger'2 6 through 12 years $25
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Oregon younger than 1 year or 20 pounds or kess must be in a rear taller than 4 feet and 9 inches
facing child safety seat; 40 pounds or less must be in a
child safety seat; more than 40 pounds but 4 feet and 9
inches or less must be in a safety system that elevates the
child so that an adult seat bett fits properly

law states no preference for rear seat
Pennsyhania 7 years and younger” not permissible
law states no preference for rear seat

Rhode Istand & years and younger and less than 54 inches and less than B years and younger who either

80 pounds weigh 80 pounds or more or who
are at ieast 54 inches tall; 7
through 17

children € years and younger must be in rear seat if available

South Carolina younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 1 through 5 years and 80+ pounds

infant seat; 1 through 5 years and 20-39 pounds in a or any child 5 years and younger

forward-facing child safety seat; 1 through 5 years and if the child's knees bend over the

40-80 pounds in a booster seat secured by lap-shoulder seat edge when sitting up straight

betlt {lap belt alone is impermissible) with his/her back firmly against the
seat back

children 5 years and younger must be in rear seat if available

Child Restraint Laws http://www iihs.org/laws/childrestraint.aspx

$80

$100

§75

$150

South Dakota 4 years and younger and less than 40 pounds 5 through 17 years; all children
40+ pounds, regardiess of age

taw states no preference for rear seat
Tennessee younger than 1 year or 20 pounds or less in a rear-facing 9 through 15 years or any child 12
infant seat; 1 through 3 years and 20+ pounds in a forward-  or younger who is 4'S" or taller
facing infant seat; 4 through & years and less than 49" in a
booster seat

through 12

$20

$50

children 8 years and younger and less than 4'9" must be in rear seat if available; rear seat recommended for children 8

Texas 4 years and younger and less than 36 inches not permissible

law states no preference for rear seat

Utah 7 years and younger and shorter than 57 inches & through 15 years; all children 57
inches or taller

law states no preference for rear seat
Vermont younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds in a rear-facing 8 through 15 years and more than
infant seat; 2 through 7 and more than 20 pounds 20 pounds

deactivated

$200

$45

$25

chikiren 1 year and younger or less than 20 pounds must be in the rear seat unless the front passenger airbag is

Virginia 7 years and younger unless they have a physician 8-15 years"‘
exvs:nptic\n14

passenger airbag is deactivated'*

$50

children in rear-facing devices must be in a rear seal if available; if not available, they may be placed in front only if front

and 4'g" or taller; children who
weigh more than 40 pounds in a

a lap belt available

12 years and younger must be in rear seat if practical

taller

law states no preference for rear seat

Washington 7 years and younger and less than 4'9* 8 through 15; 7 years and younger

seating position where there is only

West Virginia 7 years and younger and less than 4'9" 7 years and younger and 4'9" or

$124

$20
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Wisconsin children younger than 1 and all children who weigh jess 8 years and younger and more $75
than 20 pounds are required to be in a rear-facing infant than 80 pounds and 57 inches or
seat; children 1 through 3 years who weigh at least 20 taller

pounds but less than 40 pounds are required to be in a
forward-facing child safety seat; children 4 through 7 who
both weigh at least 40 pounds but less than 80 pounds and
who are less than 57 inches tall are required to be in a
booster seat

children 3 and younger must be in a rear seat, if available

Wyoming 8 years and younger not permissible ' $50

children 8 years and younger must be in the rear seat if available

This state assesses paints for violations.

2 California, children weighing more than 40 pounds may be belted without a booster seat if they are seatad in the rear seat of a vehicle not equipped with lap/shoulder
belts. The California rear seat requirement does not apply if: there is no rear seat, the rear seats are side-facing jump seats; the rear seats are rear-facing seats, the
child passenger restraint system cannot be installed properly in the rear seat; a¥% rear seats are already occupied by children under 12 years; or medical reasons
necessitate that the child not ride in the rear seat. A child may not ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle with an active pasenger airbag i the child is under 1 year of
age, or weighs less than 20 pounds or is riding in a rear-facing child restraint system.

3In Colerado, if a child 4-5 years and less than 55 inches is being transported in a vehicle equipped with a lap belt only, then the child must be restrained with the lap
belt. The law is secondary for children ages 4-5 years who must be in booster seats.

4The fine in Connecticut is $15 i the child is 4-16 years and 40 pounds or more. Connecticut also requires a mandatory child restraint education program for first or
second violation,

5In Delaware, children younger than 12 years/65 inches or less must be restrained in a rear seat if a vehicle has a passenger airbag unless the airbag has been either
deactivated or designed 1o accommodate smaller people. Exceptions: no rear seat or rear seat occupied by other children younger than 12 years/6S inches or less.

8in Georgia, chidren weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap bekt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap and
shoulder beits or when the lap and shoulder belts are being used by other children whe weigh more than 40 pounds.

"Hawaii drivers are charged $50 for a mandatory child restraint education program and a $10 surcharge deposited into a neurotrauma special fund.

8 Indiana, children younger than 8 years must be restrained i adult belts f it's reasonably determined they cannot fitin child restraints. K the driver does not hold an
Indiana driver's license, then children under 16 must be restrained by either a child restraint or a safety belt. Children weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted to be
restrained by a lap belt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts or if all lap and shoulder betts other than those in the front seat are being used to restrain
other children who are younger than 16.

9nebraska's law is secondary for those children whe may be in safety belts and standard for those who must be in a child restraint device.

1':]In Nevada, the minimum fine is $100. An alternative to the fine is at least 10 but not more than 50 hours of community service.

Qs Ohio, the law is secondary for children 4 through 14 years.

2 Okahoma, children weighing mora than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap belt if the vehicle is not equipped with lap
and shouider belts or when the Jap and shoulder belts are being used by other chitdren who weigh more than 40 pounds.

B Pennsylvania, the law is secondary for children ages 4 through 7 years who must be in booster seats.
M Virginia, children at least 4 years but less than 8 years may be belted if any licensed physician determines that use of a child restraint system by a particular child

would be impractical by reason of the child's weight, physical fitness, or other medical reason, provided that any person transpoerting a child so exempted shall carry on
his person or in the vehicle a signed written staiement of the physician identifying the child so exempted and stating the grounds for the determination.

©1998-2009, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Highway Loss Data Institute
1005 N. Glebe Road, Suite 800, Arlington, VA 22201 USA | tel 703/247-1500 | fax 703/247-1588
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Dealing in safety

Auto dealers to promote child passenger safety

BY JOSH MAX

Wednesday. August 29th 2007, 4:00 AM

More than 40,000 automobile passengers under age 4 are injured or killed in car crashes annually, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). To get those numbers down, car dealers will run their
annual education and inspection campaign throughout the month of September, which has been dubbed Child
Passenger Safety month. Parlicipating dealers will hold free child safely seat inspections at their showrooms as part
of a national "Boost for Safety” campaign developed by the National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) in
partnership with NHTSA.

The September initiative coincides with the back-to-school period, when millions of kids will be on the roads each
day.

"This will be the fifth consecutive year that we've sponsored a national child safety seat campaign,” said Dale Willey,
NADA chairman. “So far, dealers have checked more than 1 million seats and found nine out of 10 seats either
improperly installed or in need of replacement.” The organization said more than 50,000 children between 4 and 8
years old are injured or killed each year while riding in cars, and that approximately 40% of children under the age of
8 who die or suffer serious injuries in car crashes are compietely unbelted.

For the uninitiated or expectant parents, there are two types of booster seats: a high-back booster and a low-back
booster. A high-back booster seat uses the vehicle's lap/shoulder belt and provides head and neck suppart for the
child if the car does not have a built-in head restraint. A low-back booster seat is for use in vehicles that have a built-
in head restraint. This type of booster seal is also used with the lap/shoulder belt to properly secure the passenger.

To find a participating auto dealer in your neighborhood, go to www.nada.org/boostforsafety. And for more tips on
child safety, visit www.nhtsa.dot.gov.

NADA offers the following guidelines:

+ From birth to at least 1 year old and at least 20 pounds, children should be secured in the back seat in a rear-
facing infant seat.

» Children between the ages of 1 and 4, weighing 20-40 pounds, should be secured in the back seat in a forward-
facing toddler seat.

» Kids between the ages of 4 and 8 {or 40 to 80 pounds, unless 4 feet, 9 inches) should be properly restrained in the
back seat in belt-positioning booster seats.

http://www.nydailynews.com/services/autos/2007/08/29/2007-08-29_dealing_in_safety htm... 4/9/2009
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The Evolution of the Child Safety Seats

E Online Extra

1962—~The first safety seat for children was invented in England by Jean Ames. The design has straps that hold the padded seat against the
rear passenger seat. Within the seat, the child is restrained by a Y-shaped harness slips over his head and shoulders and fastens between the
legs.

1971—The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA} adopts the first federal standard for child seating systems. It requires the
use of a safety belt to hold the car seat and a harness to hold the child in it. The standard does not cover rear-facing infant restraints or car
beds.

1978—First child passenger restraint law goes into effect in Tennessee.
1981 ~—Rhode Island becomes second state to pass @ mandatory passenger restraint law.
1985—All states and the District of Columbia have some version of a child passenger restraint law.

1986—A NHTSA study shows that correctly used child restraint systems are 71 percent effective at reducing fatalities and 67 percent effective
at reducing serious injuries. If the restraints are partially misused, effectiveness is reduced by 44 percent.

1993—Passenger air bags begin to be installed in increasing numbers. In April, the first child—a 6-year-old riding unbelted—is killed by a
passenger air bag.

1996—NTSB concluds that passenger side air bags as designed are not acceptable as a protective device for children.
1999—1,997 children under 13 die in motor vehicle accidents, representing a 46 percent decline from the 3,643 deaths in 1975.

2000—Washington becomes the first state to pass a booster seat law requiring older children to be secured in safety seats. The law is named
the Anton Skeen Act, after a 4-year-old boy who was ejected and killed in a car crash,

2002 —Congress passes Anton's Law, which directs NHTSA to improve federal standards for child vehicle restraint systems. The law extends
safety standards to children who weigh more than 50 pounds, typically children 4 to 8 years old.

2004—Child restraints save the lives of 451 children 4 and under. Among passengers over 4 years old, safety belts save an estimated 15,434
lives.

2008—This year marks the 30th anniversary of the first child passenger restraint law.

Map of Booster Seat Laws

199 3http://www.ncsl.org/magalzinc:/artic]es/2008/08SLMarO8_Cargo-onlinf:_extra.htm 4/7/2009



Transportation Safety and Public Health: State Legislative Action 2007

Appendix C. State Laws on Child Restraint Use

State/Jurisdiction Must Be in Child Restraint Adult Safety Belt Permissible | Maximum Fine First Offense
Alabama Younger than 1 year or less than 6 through 14 years. $25'
20 Ibs. must be in a rear-facing Law states no
infant sear; 1 through 4 years or preference for rear seat
20-40 lbs. in a forward-facing
child safety seat; age 5 but not yet
age 6 in a booster seat
Alaska 3 years and younger 4 through 15 years $50°
Law states no
preference for rear seat
Arizona 5 years and younger Not permissible. $50
Arkansas 5 years and younger and less than 6 through 14 years or 60+ lbs. $100
60 Ibs. Law srates no
preference for rear seat
California Younger than 1 year or less than 6 through 15 years or 60+ lbs. $100"
20 lbs. or in a rear-facing restraint
system in rear seat only if front
passenger air bag is active; 5 years
and younger or less than 60 lbs. in
A rear seat *
Colorado Younger than 1 year and less than | 6 through 15 years and 55 inches $50
20 lbs. in a rear-facing infant seag; or more
1 through 4 years and 20-40 lbs. Law states no
in a forward-facing child safety preference for rear seat.
seat; 4 through 5 years and less
than 55 inches in a booster seat ’
Connecticut Younger than 1 year or less than 7 through 15 years and 60+ lbs. $60°
20 Ibs. in rear-facing restraint; 1 Law states no
through 6 years who is less than preference for rear seat.*
60 Ibs. in a child restraint system
(booster seats may be used only in
a seating position thar has a lap
and shoulder belt)
Delaware 7 years and younger and less than | 7 through 16 years or 60+ Ibs.’ $25
66 Ibs.” Law srates no
preference for rear seat.
Florida 3 years and younger 4 through S years $60 '
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Georgia 5 years and younger and 57 inches Mote than 57 inches $50
or less; must be in rear seat if
available*
Hawaii 3 years and younger in a child 4 through 7 years who are taller $1007
safety seat; 4 years through 7 years | than 4'9"; 4 through 7 years who
must be in a booster seat or child | are at least 40 Ibs. seated in a rear
restraint. seat where if there are no
available lap/shoulder belts, may
be restrained by a lap belt
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Idaho G years and younger Not permissible $100




Illinois 7 years and younger, children who 8 through 16 years $50
weigh more than 40 Ibs. seated in Law states no
rear where only a lap belt is preference for rear seat.
available.
Indiana 7 years and younger when driver 8 through 15 years $25"
holds Indiana license * Law states no
preference for rear seat.
[owa Younger than 1 year and less than G through 10 years $25
20 Ibs. in a rear-facing seat; 1 Law states no
through 5 years front facing child preference for rear seat.
restraint
Kansas All children 3 years and younger All children 8 through 13; $20
must be in a child restraing; children 4 through 7 who weigh
children 4 through 7 years who more than 80 lbs.; children who
weigh less than 80 Ibs, and are taller than 57 inches
children 4 through 7 years who Law states no
are less than 57 inches tall must preference for rear seat.
be in a child restraint or booster
seat
Kentucky 40 inches or less Not permissible $50
Louisiana Younger than 1 year or less than G through 12 years or $50
20 Ibs. in a child safety seat; 1 more than 60 Ibs.
through 3 years or 20-39 lbs. in a Law states no
forward-facing safety scat; 4 preference for rear seat.
through 5 years or 40-60 lbs. in a
child booster seat; under age 6
and under 60 Ibs. must be in rear
seat if available
Maine Less than 40 Ibs. in a child safety 8 through 17 years or less than $50
seat; 40-80 Ibs. and less than 8 18 years and more than 4’7"
years in a safety system that
elevates the child so that an adult
seat belt fits properly; 11 years
and younger and less than 100
1bs. must be in rear seat if
available
Maryland 5 years and younger or 40 lbs. or 6 years and more than 40 Ibs. $25
less through 195 years
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Massachusetts 4 years and younger or 40 lbs. and 5 through 11 years $25
less Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Michigan 3 years and younger Not permissible $10
Minnesota 3 years and younger Not permissible $50
Mississippi 3 years and younger Not permissible $25
Missouri 3 years and younger must be in All children 8 through 16 years; | $10 for violations involving

child restraint; all children who
weigh less than 40 lbs. must be in
a child restraint; 4 through 7 years
who weigh at least 40 Ibs. but less
than 80 lbs. and who are 4'9" or
shorter must be in either a CR or
booster seat; children 4 years and
older who weigh at least 80 Ibs. or
who are ar least 4'9" tall must be

all children who weigh 80 Ibs. or
more or who are 4’9" tall or
more
Law states no
preference for rear sear.

children taller than 4'9" or
who weigh more than 80 lbs.
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in either a booster seat or safety

belt

Montana Younger than 5 years and less Not permissible $100
than 60 lbs.
Nebraska 5 years and younger 6 through 17 years $25°
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Nevada 5 years and younger and 60 Ibs. or Not permissible $100"
less
New Hampshire [ 5 years and younger and less than 6 through 17 years or less than £25
55 inches 18 years and more than 55
inches
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
New Jersey 7 years and younger and less than Not permissible $25
80 lbs. seated in rear seat if
available
New Mexico Younger than 1 year in a rear- 7 through 17 years $25
facing infant seat, seated in the
rear seat if available; children 1
through 4 years or less than 40
Ibs.; 5 through 6 years or less than
60 Ibs. in booster seat
New York G years and younger in all seats 4 through 15 years; 7 through 15 $100"
years
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
North Carolina 7 years and younger and less than | 8 through 15 years and children $25°
80 lbs."” 40-80 lbs. in seats withour
shoulder belts
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
North Dakota 6 years and younger and less than | 7 through 17 years; G years and $25 "
57 inches or less than 80 lbs. younger and at least 57 inches
tall and at least 80 Ibs.; G years
and younger and at least 40 lbs.;
if there are no available
lap/shoulder belt, may be
restrained by lap belt only
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Ohio 3 years and younger or less than 4 through 14 years - $100°
40 Ibs. Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Okiahoma 5 years and younger 6 through 12 years $25
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Oregon Child younger than 1 year or 20 Children taller than 4 feet 9 $75
Ibs. must be in a rear facing child inches
safety seat seat; 40 Ibs. or less Law states no
must be in child safety seat; more preference for rear seat.
than 40 lbs. but 4’ 9" or less must
be in a safety system that elevates
the child so that an adult seat belt
fits properly.
Pennsylvania 7 years and younger s Not pcrmissiblc 5100

1996




Rhode Island 6 years and younger and less than Under 18 years who weigh 80 $75
54 inches and 80 lbs.; children 6 {bs. or more or who are taller
years and younger must be in rear than 54 inches
seat if available
South Carolina Younger than 1 year or less than 1 through 5 years and 80+ lbs. or $150
20 Ibs. in a rear-facing infant seat; | any child 5 years and younger if
1 through 5 years and 20-39 lbs. the child’s knees bend over the
in a forward-facing child safety seat edge when sitting up straight
seat; 1 through 5 years and 40-80 | with his/her back firmly against
Ibs. in a booster seat secured by the seat back
lap-shoulder belt; children 5 years
and younger must be in rear seat
if available
South Dakora 4 years and younger and less than | 5 through 17 years; all children $20
40 Ibs. 40+ Ibs., regardless of age
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Tennessee Younger than 1 year or less than 9 through 15 years or 12 years $50
20 Ibs. in a rear-facing infanrt seart; and younger and 5’ or more
1 through 3 years and 20+ Ibs. in
a forward-facing infant seat; 4
through 8 years and less than 5" in
a booster sear; children 8 years
and younger and less than 5 must
be in a rear seat if available
Texas 4 years and younger or less than Not permissible $200
36 inches
Utah 4 years and younger 5 through 15 years $45
Law stares no
preference for rear seat.
Vermont Younger than 1 year or less than 8 through 15 years and more $25
20 lbs. in a rear-facing infant sear; than 20 Ibs.
2 through 7 years and more than Law states no
20 lbs. in child restraint preference for rear seat.
Virginia 7 years and younger unless they 8 through 15 years $50
have a physician exemption.
Children in rear-facing devices
must be in rear seat in available, if
not available, they may be placed
in front only if passenger airbag is
deactivated.
Washington Younger than 8 years and less 8 through 15 years; younger than $86
than 4'9” (effective 6/1/07); 12 8 and 4 feet or taller (effective
years and younger must be in rear 6/1/07)
seat if practical
West Virginia 7 years and younger or less than 7 years and younger and 49" $20
4'9” and taller
Law states no
preference for rear seat.
Wisconsin Children younger than 1 and all 8 years and younger and more $75
children who weigh less than 20 than 80 Ibs. and 57" or taller
Ibs. are required to be in a rear-
facing infant seat; children 1
through 3 years who weigh at least
20 Ibs. but less than 40 lbs. are
required to be in a forward-facing
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child safety seat; children 4-7 who
weigh at least 40 Ibs. but less than
80 1bs. and who are less than 57"
tall are required to be in a booster
seat; children 3 and younger
must be in a rear seat if available

Wyoming 8 years and younger; must be in Not permissible $50
rear seat if available
District of 7 years and younger 8 through 15 years $75°
Columbia Law states no
preference for rear seat.

Puerto Rico 4 years and younger 4 years and older $100
U.S. Virgin 5 years and younger Children ages 3 through 5 may

Islands be restrained by only a seatbelt if $100

they are in the rear seat.

Notes:

1. This state assesses points for violations.

2. In California, children weighting more than 40 pounds may be belted without a booster seat if they are seated in the rear seat
of a vehicle not equipped with lap/shoulder belts. The California rear seat requiremnent does not apply if: there is no rear seat;
the rear seats are side-facing jump seats; the rear seats are rear-facing seats; the child passenger restraint system cannot be
installed properly in the rear seat; all rear seats are already occupied by children under 12 years; or medical reasons
necessitate that the child not ride in the rear seat. A child may not ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle with an active
passenger airbag if the child is under 1 year of age, or weights less than 20 pounds or is riding in a rear-facing child restraint
System.

3. In Colorado, if a child 4-5 years and less than 55 inches is being transported in a vehicle equipped with a lap belt only, then
the child must be restrained with the lap belt. The law is secondary for children ages 4-5 years whe must be in booster seats.

4, The fine in Connecticut is $15 if the child is 4-16 years and 40 pounds or more. Connecticut also requires a mandatory child
restraint education program for first or second vielation.

5. In Delaware, children younger than 12 years/65 inches or less must be restrained in a rear seat if a vehicle has a passenger
airbag unless the airbag has been either deactivated or designed to accommodate smaller people. Exceptions: no rear seat or
rear seat accupied by other children younger than 12 years/65 inches or less.

6. In Georgia, children weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap belt if
the vehicle is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts or when the lap and shoulder belts are being used by other children
who weigh more than 40 pounds.

7. Hawaii drivers are charged $50 for a mandatory child restraint education program and $10 surcharge deposited into a
neurctrauma special fund.

8. In Indiana, children younger than 8 years must be restrained in adult belts if it's reasonably determined they cannot fit in
child restraints. If the driver does not hold an Indiana driver’s license, the children under 16 must be restrained by either a
child restraint or a safety belt. Children weighting more than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained by a lap belt if the
vehicle is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts or if all 1ap and shoulder belts other than those in the front seat are being
used to restrain other children who are younger than 16,

9. In Maryland, vehicles registered out of state are required to restrain children under the age of 4 years or 40 pounds or less in a
child restraint.

10. Nebraska's law is secondary for those children who may be in safety belts and standard for those who must be in a child
restraint device.

11. In Nevada, the minimum fine is $100. An alternative to the fine is at least 10 but not more than 50 hours of community
service.

12. In North Carolina, children younger than 5 who weigh less than 40 pounds must be restrained in a child safety seat in the rear
seat if the vehicle has a passenger airbag, unless the child restraint system is designed of use with airbags.

13, In Ohio, the law is secondary for children 4 through 14 years.

14. In Oklahoma, children weighing more than 40 pounds are permitted to be restrained in the back seat of a vehicle by a lap belt
if the vehicle is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts or when the lap and shoulder belts are being used by other children
who weigh more than 40 pounds.

15. In Pennsylvania, the law is secondary for children ages 4 through 7 years who must be in booster seats.

16. Children at least 4 years but less than 8 years may be belted if any licensed physician determines that use of child restraint
system by a particular child would be impractical by reason of the child’s weight, physical fitness, or other medical reason,
provided that any person transporting a child so exempted shall carry on his person or in the vehicle a signed written
statement of the physician identifying the child so exempted and stating the grounds for the determination.
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Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, AAA and NCSL, 2007.
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- PROGRAMS

Child Passenger Safety

Overview

The goal of the Child Passenger Safety Program

at the WTSC is to save the lives of and prevent
injuries to children in Washington and to increase
compliance with Washington's seat belt and child
restraint laws,

To reach this geoal the WTSC provides technical
assistance, training, materials and other resources
to child passenger safety teams and advocates
throughout the state.

Download and print child passenger safety
educational_and_activity_materials

Issues

Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for
children in Washington. Over 85% of all child
passenger restraint devices are misused, yet 60%
of all children killed in traffic crashes were
completely unrestrained.

If you need to have your child car seat checked
for correct installation, please contact your local
Child Passenger Safety Team or centact the
Safety Restraint Coalition at (800) BUCK-L-UP
(282-5587.)

Safety Guidelines &

http://www.wtsc.wa.gov/programs/childpass.php
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Child Passenger Safety - Washington Traffic Safety Commission

Recommendations

Washington's Child Passenger Safety Law -
Overview

¢ Children are required to be properly
restrained in booster seats until their
eighth hirthday, unless they are 4' 9" tall
or taller, when both lap and shoulder belts
are available.

e Children under age thirteen (13) are
required to ride in the back seat of a
vehicle where practical to do so.

Click_here to view Washington's Booster Seat
Law - Effective June 1, 2007

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and American Academy of Pediatrics "Best
Practice" Recommendations

e Infants need to remain rear facing until at
least one year AND at least 20 Ibs.

e Keep the child in the convertible seat as
long as they fall within the height/weight
recommendations for the seat. Be careful
not to graduate your child to the next seat
too soon.

» Booster seats, used with lap and shoulder
belts, are recommended until the child's
eighth birthday unless they are 4' 9" tall.
Be cautious not to graduate your child to
a seat belt too soon.

e Children 13 and under are safer in the
back seat regardiess of the presence of an
air bag.

» Always follow the manufacturers
instructions and guidelines for both the
safety seat and the vehicle.

Educational and Activity Materials

These materials can be downloaded, printed, and
distributed as needed for educational purposes

English and Spanish Car Seat Flier
"The Love Seat" Booster Seat Poster

Guidelines for Parents To Keep Your Child Safe -

2001 http://www.wtsc.wa.gov/programs/childpass.php
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Child Passenger Safety - Washington Traffic Safety Commission

Poster

Parents Could Get A Ticket - Booster Seat Law
Poster

Kids_Coloring_Pages_with Car Seat and Booster

Seat Tips

Kids Activity Place Mat Reminding Everyone to
Buckle Up

Child Passenger Safety Quick Reference Card for

Law Enforcement Officers

Resource Information

Seat Belt Use Rates By County

Contact Information

Fact Sheets
News Releases

Watch traffic safety educational videos and ads

Child Passenger Safety_Links

Washington Safety Restraint Coalition
www.800bucklup.org

(800) BUCK-L-UP (282-5587)

or in Kirkland, WA (425) 828-8975
Email: office@®800buckiup.org

Washington State Auto Dealers Association
(WSADA) teamed up with WTSC to promote child
passenger safety and Washington's Booster Seat

Law - Effective June_1, 2007.

Page 3 of 3
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Senator Hollis French

Capitol Room 417
465-3892
465-6595 fax

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 24, 2009

To: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
House State Affairs Committee

From: Senator Hollis French

RE: SB 72 — List of Potential Witnesses

Gordon Glaser, Education Specialist/Safe Kids Liaison
State of Alaska, Division of Public Health

Cindy Cashen, Administrator
Alaska Highway Safety Office

Nancy Barros
Health Program Manager I, Division of Public Health

Jill Hodges, Executive Director
Alaska Brain Injury Network

Margaret (Peggy) Hayashi, R.N.
Private Citizen

Jon Cook, Legislative Director
Alaska Auto Dealer’s Association
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based on additional information noted
herein, the Administrator has
determined that the random drug testing
rate shall remain at 50 percent for 2006.

The Department has noted the
proliferation of products to defraud the
USDOT urine screens. Congressional
hearings on these products and the GAC
Report of 17 May 2005 are indicative of
the potential adverse impact these
products marketed as adulterate
specimens may have on reported
random rates and the reliability of those
results.

The Secretary of Transportation’s
Office of Drug &Alcohol Policy &
Compliance (ODAPC) has proposed to
amend 49 CFR part 40 to require
specimen validity tests for all urine
specimens collected pursuant to part 40.
The Department proposes that each
DOT specimen be tested for products
that can be used to adulterate and
substitute a urine specimen (70 FR 209
October 31, 2005). The Department
would require each HHS-certified
laboratory to conduct specimen validity
testing. This will have the effect of
identifying more adulterated and
substituted urine specimens and
enhance the reliability of test results.
The Department believes the safety
concerns associated with random testing
warrant a one year delay in order to
analyze reported random rates after SVT
testing has been implemented.

In 2005, the FTA retained the random
alcohol testing rate of 10 percent
{reduced previously from 25 percent)
based on the “positive rate” for random
alcohol test data from 2003 and 2004.
Because the random alcohol violation
rate was again [ower than 0.5 percent for
the two preceding consecutive years
{0.20 percent for 2003 and 0.11 percent
for 2004), the random alcohol testing
rate will remain at 10 percent for 2006,

FTA detailed reports on the drug and
alcohol testing data collected from
transit employers may be cbtained from
the Office of Safety and Security,
Federal Transit Administration, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Room 9301,
Washington, DC 20590, (202) 366-2896
or at http://transit-safety.volpe.dog.gov/
Publications,

Issued on: January 24, 2006.
Sandra K. Bushue,
Deputy Administrator.
[FR Doc. 06—-859 Filed 1-30-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-57-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Adminlstration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2006-23628]

Child Safety and Child Booster Seats
Incentive Grants

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Announcement of grants for
child safety and child booster seats.

SUMMARY: The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA)
announces a grant program under
Section 2011 of the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity
Act—A Legacy of Users (SAFETEA-LU)
to implement programs to purchase and
distribute child restraints, support
enforcement of child restraint laws,
train child passenger safety
professionals concerning all aspects of
child restraint use, and educate the
public concerning the proper use and
installation of child restraints. This
notice solicits applications from the fifty
States, the District of Columbia, and
Puerto Rico.

DATES: Applications must be received
by the office designated below on or
before July 1 of the applicable fiscal
year.

ADDRESSES: Applications must be
submitted to the appropriate National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Regional Administrator.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
program issues: Judy Hammond, Injury
Control Operations and Resources, NTI-
200, telephone (202) 366-2121, fax (202}
366-7394. For legal issues: David
Bonelli, Office of Chief Counsel, NCC-
113, telephone (202) 366-1834, fax (202)
366-3820, NHTSA, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Incentive Grants for Child Safety Seats
and Child Booster Seats

Section 2011 of SAFETEA-LU (Pub.
L. 109-59) establishes an incentive grant
program for child safety seats and child
booster seats. To qualify for grant funds,
States must “‘enforc[e] a law requiring
that any child riding in a passenger
motor vehicle in the State who is too
large to be secured in a child safety seat
be secured in a child restraint that meets
the requirements prescribed by the
Secretary under section 3 of Anton’s
Law.” Prior to Anton’s Law, NHTSA's
performance requirements for child
safety seats covered children weighing

only up to 50 pounds.? Anton's Law
(Pub. L. 107-318) was enacted to
improve the safety and use of child
restraints for children between the ages
of 4 and 8. To accomplish these
purposes, Congress directed the
Department of Transportation, in
Section 3 of Anton’s Law, to make
Federal performance requirements
applicable to child restraints
recommended for children weighing
more than 50 pounds. On June 3, 2003,
pursuant to this mandate, NHTSA
published a final rule setting
performance requirements for child
restraints recommended for children
weiﬁhing up to 65 pounds.?

The Section 2011 grant program
advances the purposes of Anton's Law
by awarding funds to States that extend
their child restraint laws to cover
children who are too large to fit in child
safety seats. Based on the final rule
promulgated under Section 3 of Anton’s
Law, Section 2011 requires States to
enforce child restraint laws whose
coverage extends to children weighing
up to 65 lbs.

Virtually all State child restraint laws
use the age of the child as a means of
specifying the children required to be
secured in child restraints. However,
not all State laws use the weight of the
child in defining coverage. Moreover,
enforcing a child restraint law based on
the age of the child is likely to be more
practicable for State and local
enforcement officials. For these reasons,
we are defining our grant criteria
according 1o the age that correlates to a
65-pound child. According to the most
recent U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services ([DHHS) publication on
average body weight for children, the
average weight of a 7-year-old child is
59.8 pounds and the average weight of
an 8-year-old child is 72 pounds.” On
the basis of this information, we have
selected 7 years old as the age that is
reasonably representative of a 65-pound
child for the purposes of this grant
program.

Minimum Requirements for a Grant

To qualify for a grant under this
program, therefore, a Stale must enact

1 These performance requirements were
established using a 6-year-old child dummy. The
weight of the dummy is 51.6 pounds. According to
U.8. Department of Health & Human Services
statistics, 51.7 pounds is the average weight of a 6-
year-old child. Cynthia L. Ogden, Ph.I)., et o/, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, Mean
Body Weight, Height, and Body Mass Index. United
States 1960-2002 {2004).

2 The 2003 performance requirements were
established using a 6-year-old child dummy
modified through the addition of weight (10.4
pounds) to represent approximately the weight of
an 8-year-old child.

3OGDEN, supra note 1, at 3.
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and enforce a law requiring that any
child riding in a passenger motor
vehicle [i.e., a passenger car, pickup
truck, van, minivan or sport utility
vehicle) who is under 8 years of age be

- secured in a child restraint. A child
restraint includes a child safety seat, as
defined in 23 U.5.C. 405(f), and a
booster seat, as defined in 49 CFR
571.213. The State child restraint law
must allow enforcement officials to stop
or detain a passenger motor vehicle and
issue a citation upon observation that a
child under 8 years of age is not
properly secured in a child restraint,
without the need for probable cause to
believe that another violation has been
committed.

Reading Section 2011 in conjunction
with the findings under Anton’s Law
(Section 2), it is clear that Congress
intended States to have continuous
coverage for all children subject to the
safety restraint requirement. Therefore,
to qualify for a grant under this
program, a State child restraint law
must not leave any gaps in coverage for
children under 8 years of age (e.g., gaps
between coverage by a child safety seat
and a booster seat). Such gaps would be
incongruous with the purpose of the
grant program. Finally, while all States
define coverage under their child
restraint laws according to the age of the
child, several States include weight
and/or height requirements, These laws
typically permit children who have
attained a certain weight or height to be
exempted from child restraint
requirements regardless of age.
Consistent with the final rule published
under Section 3 of Anton’s Law, a State
law covering children under 8 years of
age, but excluding children who have
attained a weight in excess of 65
pounds, will not be deemed ineligible
under this grant program. In addition,
consistent with long-standing NHTSA
guidance on booster seat usage, a State
law covering children under 8 years of
age, but excluding children who have
attained a height of 4 feet, 9 inches or
taller will not be deemed ineligible
under this grant program.

Exemptions

While NHTSA does not require or
encourage the adoption of exemptions,
the agency notes that many existing
child restraint laws contain a number of
exemptions. The agency believes that
the Section 2011 program’s goal of
increasing the use of child restraints
would not be served by denying a grant
to States whose laws contain
exemptions, without regard to the
nature of those exemptions. On the
other hand, some exemptions would so
severely undermine the safety

2007

considerations underlying the grant
program as to render a State whose law
contains such exemptions ineligible for
a grant. The agency will review each
State’s child restraint law to determine
the acceptability of any exemptions. In
keeping with NHTSA’s practice in 1998
to implement the Section 405 grant
program under the Transportation
Equity Act for the 215t Century (TEA—-
21), the agency has reviewed existing
child restraint laws and has determined
that the following exemptions are not
incompatible with the requirements of
SAFETEA-LU:

» Children with medical conditions
who are unable to use a child restraint,
provided there is written documentation
from a physician;

» Children riding in a passenger
motor vehicle that is not required to be
equipped with safety belts.

The agency has accepted these
exemptions by long-standing
application in safety belt grant
programs. A State that enacts a law with
any exemption other than these should
anticipate that the agency will review
the exemption to determine whether its
impact on traffic safety is minimal and
it is, therefore, acceptable.

Eligibility
Each of the fifty United States, the
District of Celumbia and Puerto Rico

("*States") may submit an application
under this program.

Application Procedures
First Year Requirements

To apply for grant funds, a State must
submit the certifications required by
Appendix 1, signed by the Governor’s
Representative for Highway Safety, to
the appropriate NHTSA Regional
Administrator no later than July 1 of the
fiscal year.

Subsequent Year Requirements

To demonstrate compliance with this
criterion in subsequent years a State
receives grant funds:

(a) If the State's law has not changed,
the State must submit the certifications
required by Appendix 2, signed by the
Governor's Representative for Highway
Safety, to the appropriate NHTSA
Regional Administrator no later than
July 1 of the fiscal year.

(b) If the State's law has changed, the
State must submit the certifications
required by Appendix 1, signed by the
Governor's Representative for Highway
Safety, to the appropriate NHTSA
Regional Administrator no later than
July 1 of the fiscal year.

A State seeking to determine whether
an existing or proposed child restraint

law qualifies under the grant program
may submit its law prior to July 1 for
preliminary review by the agency.

Award Procedures

Each fiscal year (FY), a grant will be
made to an eligible State upon
submission and approval of the
application required by this notice. As
specified by SAFETEA-LU, the amount
of a grant to a State in each fiscal year
shall not exceed 25 percent of the
amount apportioned to the State for FY
2003 under 23 U.S.C. 402. The release
of grant funds shall be subject to the
availability of funding for that fiscal
year. As required by SAFETEA-LU, in
the first 3 fiscal years for which a State
receives a grant, it shall be reimbursed
for up to 75 percent of the costs of
programs and activities authorized by
Section 2011(d) of SAFETEA-LU, and
in the fourth fiscal year for which a
State receives a grant, it shall be
reimbursed for up to 50 percent of the
costs of programs and activities
authorized by Section 2011(d) of
SAFETEA-LU.

Use of Grant Funds

As specified by SAFETEA-LU,
eligible uses of grant funds may include
any of the following:

1. Programs for Purchasing and
Distributing Child Restraints to Low-
Income Families

States may use grant funds for
programs to purchase and distribute
child restraints to low-income families.
However, as required by SAFETEA-LU,
not more than 50 percent of the funds
received in a fiscal year may be used for
these programs. The child restraints
purchased and distributed must be
certified to meet applicable Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. Low
income is calculated at 185 percent of
the Federal poverty level. A certified
child passenger safety technician/
instructor should supervise all child
restraint distribution programs and
ensure that adequate training based on
the Standardized Curriculum is
provided to those distributing the
selected seats. The certified child
passenger safety technician/instructor
should also ensure that appropriate
training is provided to the recipients of
the seats,

2, Programs to Support Enforcement of
Child Restraint Laws

States may use grant funds to carry
out a program lo support enforcement of
child restraint laws, A successful
enforcement program should increase
enforcement efforts during national
high-visibility law enforcement
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mobilization campaigns and Child
Passenger Safety (CPS) week.

3. Programs To Train Child Safety
Professionals, Police Officers, Fire and
Emergency Medical Personnel,
Educators, and Parents Concerning All
Aspects of the Use of Child Restraints

States may use grant funds to carry
out a program to train child passenger
safety professionals, police officers, fire
and emergency medical personnel,
educators, parents, and caregivers
concerning all aspects of the use of
child restraints. When training
participants to become national Child
Passenger Safety Technicians and/or
Instructors, States must use the NHTSA
Standardized Child Passenger Safety
Training Program with training
certification through the naticnal
certifying body. States are encouraged to
conduct Child Passenger Safety
awareness training using NHTSA
approved courses.

4. Programs To Educate the Public
Concerning the Proper Use and
Installation of Child Restraints

States may use grant funds to carry
out a program to educate the public
concerning the proper use and
installation of child restraints. States
should develop and sustain a cadre of
current nationally certified Child
Passenger Safety Technicians to serve
the public by staffing inspection
stations/check-up events/clinics. States
should distribute public information
and education materials to the public.
States should use NHTSA-developed
materials that provide information on
all the “‘steps” of child restraints,
including infant seats, convertible seats,
forward-facing seats, booster seats and
safety belts, and should include
information on selection, direction,
installation and location.

Financial Requirements

Within 30 days after notification of an
award, but in no event later than
September 12, a State must submit
electrenically to the agency a Program
Cost Summary (HS Form 217) obligating
the funds to this program. A Program
Cost Summary is necessary to ensura
proper accounting for the Federal funds
and is a precondition to receiving grant
funds. Additionally, each fiscal year
until all grant funds are expended, the
State must document how it intends to
use the funds in the Highway Safety
Plan it submits pursuant to 23 U.S.C.
402 (or in an amendment to that plan}.

Reporting Requirements

A State that receives a grant is
required by SAFETEA-LU to submit a

2008

report describing how funds were
obligated and expended. Each fiscal
year until all Child Restraint grant funds
are expended, a State must include this
report in the Annual Report it submits
for its highway safety program pursuant
to 23 CFR 1200.33. For each of the
eligible uses of grant funds selected by
the State, include the following:

1. For programs to purchase and
distribute child restraints for low-
income families:

a. A description of the programs used
to purchase and distribute child
restraints for Jow-income families.

b. The number of child restraints
distributed.

2. For programs to support
enforcement of child restraint laws:

a. A description of the programs used
to support enforcement of child restraint
laws,

b. A list of participating law
enforcement agencies and the counties
they serve,

3. For programs to train child
passenger safety professionals:

a. A description of the training classes
conducted and the curricula used to
train individuals and groups.

b. The number and location of
training classes conducted and the
individuals or groups trained.

¢. The number of child passenger
safety technicians certified.

4. For programs to educate the public:

a. A description of the programs used
to educate the public concerning the
proper use and installation of child
restraints.

b. A list of child restraint inspection
stations/check-up events/clinics,
including their locations.

¢. An estimate of the number of child
restraints checked at inspection
stations/check-up events/clinics.

APPENDIX 1-—CHILD RESTRAINT
PROGRAM CETIFICATION FORM—NEW
OR CHANGED LAW

State:

Fiscal Year:

I hereby certify that the child restaint law,
available at

(include legal citations to all relevant
provisions)

is (check one):
0O in effect and being enforced,
O will be in effect on

{date)
and will be enforced on

{date)
and that the State (or Commonwealth) of:

* will use the child restraint grant funds
awarded exclusively to implement

programs in accordance with the

requirements of Section 2011(d) of

SAFETEA-~LU, Pub. L. 109-59;

e will administer the child restraint grant
funds in accordance with 49 CFR Part 18;

» will provide {o the NHTSA Regional
Administrator a report describing the
activities executed with child restraint grant
funds and the accomplishments of the fiscal
year; and

s will maintain its aggregate expenditures
from all other sources for child restraint
programs at or above the average lavel of
such expenditures in State or Federal fiscal
years (FY) 2003 and 2004,

Governor's Highway Safety Reprasentative
Date:

APPENDIX 2—CHILD RESTRAINT
PROGRAM CERTIFICATION FORM—
UNCHANGED LAW

State:

Fiscal Year:

I hereby certify that the State (or
Commenwealth) of

+ is enforcing a child restraint law that has
been approved by NHTSA to conform to the
requirements of Section 2011(d) of
SAFETEA-LU, Pub. L. 109-59 and that has
remained unchanged since that approval;

» will use the child restraint grant funds
awarded exclusively to implement programs
in accordance with the requirements of
Section 2011(d) of SAFETEA-LU, Pub. L.
109--59;

= will administer the child restraint grant
funds in accordance with 49 CFR Part 18;

* will provide to the NHTSA Regional
Administrator a report describing the
activities executed with child restraint grant
funds and the accomplishments of the fiscal
year; and

» will maintain its aggregate expenditures
from all other sources for child restraint
programs at or above the average level of
such expenditures in State or Federal fiscal
years {FY) 2003 and 2004.

Governor’s Highway Safety Representative
Date:

Issued on: January 25, 2006.
Jacqueline Glassman,
Deputy Administraior.
[FR Doc. E6-1156 Filed 1-30~06; B:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-—P



