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"An Act relating to emergency compensation from the Violent Crimes Compensation Board.”
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Alaska State Legislature

Chairman
State Affairs Committee

ber
Judiciary Committee
Laber & Commerce Committee
Health & Social Services Committee
Military & Veterans Affairs Committee

A Communication From

Fitm]l:e Subgo\r;milt(tfees Devel REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN
apor an OTK1IOTCE LCve opment . .
Military and Veterans’ Affairs District 31 Anchorage

Public Safety

E-Mail: Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us
“Bob Lynn’s Alaska Blog” www.RepLynnBlog.com

HB 400

An Act relating to emergency compensation from the

Violent Crimes Compensation Board

Sponsor Statement

Session:
Alaska State Capitol, #104
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: (907) 463-4931
Fax: (907) 465-4316
Toll Free: (800) 870-4391

Interim:
716 W. 4" Ave,, #650
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Phone: (307) 269-0205
Fax: (307) 269-0207

The Victims of Violent Crimes Compensation Board (VCCB) was created in 1972 in an attempt to
mitigate the financial hardships suffered by victims of violent crimes. This board is able to support these

HB 400 proposes to increase the limit
for emergency compensation to $3,500.

victims and their dependents with up to $40,000 and $1,500 in immediate emergency compensation.

The allowable amount for emergency compensation has not been increased since 1975 and is
limited to verifiable lost wages, counseling, security measures and relocation costs. The most pressing
need for emergency compensation is to cover relocation costs when a victim is in immediate danger at

their current location.

The costs for these emergency expenses have increased substantially over the years, and $1,500 is
unable to cover deposit and first and last month rents, especially when a family or dependents are
involved. Emergency awards are necessary because the Board only meets approximately five times per

year, and it can be several weeks or months before a claim is considered.

In Fiscal Year 2009 there was $25,547.80 given in emergency compensation for 22 claims. 12 of
these were made at the maximum amount of $1,500. So far in FY2010, $29,699.17 has been awarded by
way of emergency awards for 24 claims. The crime victim compensation fund receives approximately
70% of its appropriations from the state in the form of felon’s garnished Permanent Fund Dividends and
30% from federal funds. This type of compensation is deducted from the final amount given to the victim

and any excess award must be repaid to the Board.

[ urge you to join me in assisting Alaska’s victims of violent crimes when their need is greatest

and support HB 400.

Revised 2/26/10  Staff Contact: Nancy Manly 465-2794

1519



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number;
. 2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HE 400
(} Publish Date:
Identifier (file name): HB400-DOA-DAS-03-05-10 Dept. Affected: Administration
Title "An Act relating to emergency compensation from the Vielent RDU VCCB
Crimes Compensation Board.” Component VCCB
Sponsor {H) STA
Requester {H) STA Component Number 2694
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do nof include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 | FY 2015 | FY 2016
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0}
[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | ] | | | | |
[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | ] | i | | |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federai Receipts
1003 GF Match
. 1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: {Attach a separate page if necessary}
This bill will have no fiscal impact on the Violent Crimes Compensation Board.

Prepared by:  Kate Hudson Phone 465-5525
Division Violent Crimes Compensation Board Date/Time 3/5/10 5:00 PM
Approved by:  Kevin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner Date 3/5/2010

Departrment of Administration

. {Revised 11/6/2008 CME) Page 1 of 1

1520



1521

Sample of Emergency Awards from Fiscal Year 2009

#34183 The claimant, a female, filed as a victim of sexual assault and the Board previously
awarded an emergency award in the amount of $700 for Other-replace clothing and CITA. The
Board determined the claimant to be an innocent victim of a violent crime under AS 18.67. It
was the decision of the Board to award the requested compensation under AS 18.67.110(a)(4).
All Board members concurred with the decision. .

AWARDED: %0

#34583 The claimant, a female, filed as a victim of sexual assault. The Board determined the
claimant to be an innocent victim of a violent crime under AS 18.67. It was the decision of the
Board to award emergency relocation under AS 18.67.(a)(1). All Board members concurred with
the decision.

AWARDED: $1,500 Relocation

#34551, 673-4 The claimant, a female, was a victim of a domestic assault and the Board
previously awarded an emergency award in the amount of $1,500 for airfare, food, glasses,
CITA housing expenses. The Board determined the claimant to be an innocent victim of a
violent crime under AS 18.67, and awarded relocation expenses. It was the decision of the
Board to award the requested compensation under AS 18.67.110(2)(1)(4). All Board members
concurred with the decision.

AWARDED: $0

Pre-approve up to $2,600 MHT

Pre-approve up to $1,200 MHT

Pre-approve up to $1,200 MHT

Pre-approve up to $3,736.90 Relocation

#34584 The claimant, a female, was a victim of human trafficking and the Board previously
awarded an emergency award in the amount of $1,500.00 for relocation. The Board determined
the claimant to be an innocent victim of a violent crime under AS 18.67, and awarded
relocation. It was the decision of the Board to award the requested compensation under AS
18.67.110(a)(1)(4). All Board members concurred with the decision,

AWARDED: $1,444.70 Relocation

Pre-approve up to $2,600.00 MHT

Pre-approve up to $300.00 Mileage

Pre-approve up to $2,055.30 Relocation

Pre-approve up to $600.00 CITA

#34583 The claimant, a female, was a victim of sexual assault and the Board previously
awarded an emergency award in the amount of $1,500 for relocation. The-Board determined
the claimant to be an innocent victim of a violent crime under AS 18.67, and awarded relocation
expenses. It was the decision of the Board to award the requested compensation under AS
18.67.110(a)(1)(4). All Board members concurred with the decision.

AWARDED: $2,128.22 Relocation

Pre-approve up to $2,600.00 MHT

Pre-approve up to $1,609.78 Relocation

Pre-approve up to $2,500.00 Re-establishment



1522

Note: "Awarded claims” include reconsiderations of pre-existing claims and new claims

Assault $782,077.17

Homicide $460,268.65
$50,486.61

Trobd Physios! sed B Mg $130,492.70

DUI/DWI $131,898.22

Other: robbery. arson, kidnapping,

trafticking, other vehicidar $146.572.08

Awards by Type of Senice

Note: “Awarded claims” include reconsiderations of pre-existing claims and new claims

Medical/Dental $625,823.45
Counseling $70,082.29
$504,079.36
Fonact $46,165.48
Crime Scene Cleanup $3,036.36
Mg e 0 Eion $452,608.50

In 2009, the total amount paid out was $1,701,795.




The following chart shows how mnd5 were paid out during this reporting period by
resident and non-resident:

Awarded Claims: Alaskan Resident or Non-
resident

93%

Note. "Awarded claims” include reconsiderations of pre-existing ¢laims and new claims
‘ Residents 93% Non-tesidents 13% _|

The following charts shows how funds were paid our during this reporting period by the
victim's age, type of crime and type of service.

. ) ) *

Awarded Claims by Age of Victim

Note: "Awarged claims” inglude reconsiderations of pre-existing claims and new daims
30% of Clairns Approved lnvoived Victims Age 17 and under
70% of Claims Approved Involved Victims Age 17 and Over

foa
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The Board receives applications for compensation from all regions of the state.
The following table shows the number of new applications received during the reporting

pertod by location:

. g g T 1 mn—a;—mv,w

OUENT/CRIMESCOMPENSA

ATION/BOARI

SFY2009

Akiachak
Afognak
Adakanuk
Anchorage
Anderson
Angoon
Aniak
Barrow
Bethel
Big Lake
Birch Creek
Chefornak
Chevak
Chickaloon
. Chuathbaluk
Chugiak
Craig
Cordova
Copper Center
Crooked Creek
Delta Junction
Dillingham
Eagle River
Eielson AFB
Emmonak
Eimendorf

[OESE

R = 4

-t

(]

ne

Fairbanks

Fort Wainwright
Fort Greely
Girdwood
Grayling

Haines

Houston

Homer

Hoonah

Hooper Bay
lliamna

Juneau

Kasilof
Kasigiuk

Kenai
Ketchikan
Kiana

Kivalina

Knik Knik River
Koyukuk
Kodiak

Kotlik

Kotzebue
Lower Kaiskag
Moetlakatla
Mountain Village

Total Alaska
Out of State

TOTAL

L T PR S

L s

703

710

Nikiski
Ninilchik
Nondalton
Noorvik
Nome
North Pote
Palmer
Perryville
Point Hope
Petersburg
Port Alexander
Quinhagak
Russian Mission
Razdolna
Seward
Sitka
Soldotna
Shageluk
Selawik
Stabbins
St Mary's
Tuntuliai
Talkeetna
Valdez
Willow
Wasiila

I RO
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Emergency Awards, Policies, Violent Crimes Compensation Board, Department of Admi... Pagelof1l

Victim \nformation | Victim Advocate Information |Resource P VCCB [ Jtint)

Alaska Dcpartment of Administration

Violent Crimes Comprensatiq

State of Alaska » Depatmenls > Adminisiration > Violeni Crimes Compensation Board > Policies > Emefgéncy Awards

Board Awards Quick Links

Emergency Awards - Forms
Short Description Policies

If a claim appears to be eligible for compensation and a claimant would suffer undue hardship if
assistance were not provided, the Board may award up to $1,500 in emergency assistance.

Policy
Adopted 9-27-06

Utitizing statutory discretion, if it appears to the Board, prior to taking aclion on an application,
that the claim is one for which compensation is likely, and undue hardship would result to the
applicant if immediate payment is not made, the Board may make an emergency award of
compensation to the applicant andfor their service provider pending a final decision. However,
the amount of the emergency compensation may not exceed $1,500.00 per applicant. The
amoun of the emergency compensation shall be deducted from ihe final compensation made lo
the applicant and the excess of the amount of the emergency compensation over the final
amount awarded shall be repaid by the applicant to the Board. :

Emergency awards shall be limited to verifiable lost wages, counseling only when payments are

made directly to the service provider, relocation costs, and security measures iffiwhen relocation

assislance is not requested. The Board will not consider awarding medical costs through'
. BMmergency awards.

PO Box 110230, Juneau, AK 55811
10th FL., Siate Office Building, 333 Witteughky Ave., Juneau, Alaska
Email vCCB | Fax: (907} 465-2370 | Phone: (B07) 4653040

State of Ataska | Webmasler

1505 http://doa.alaska.gov/veeb/policy/emerg_awards.html 2/11/2010
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VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD
EMERGENCY AWARDS

The State's violent crimes compensation program is funded through both state and federal funds.
Approximately 70% of the amount awarded annually in compensation comes from a legislative
appropriation of state funds, and 30% comes from federal funds in the form of an annual federal grant.

In FY2009 the VCCB received authorization by the legislature to spend $510,100 in federal funds, and
$1,233,300 from PFD criminal receipts on awards to victims of crime. (Note these figures exclude
monies for the program’s operating expenses)

fn FY2009 the total amount paid to victims = $1,701,795, including $25,547.80 awarded by way of
emergency awards.

In FY2010 to date the Board has awarded $29,699.17 by way of emergency awards.

Note: amounts awarded as emergency funds are deducted from the amount of the final award made
to the victim. Should the claim be deemed ineligible, the emergency funds would be required to be
repaid. This does not happen in practice since it is only those claims where eligibility already appears
to be established where emergency awards can be considered (see Board policy)

Emergency awards are necessary because the Board only meets approximately 5 times a year.
Therefore, it can be severa! weeks or even months before a claim is considered for award. The Board
exercises its discretion in determining whether it believes an emergency award is justified, which awards
are limited to lost wages, counseling, relocation or security measures.

In FY 2009 emergency awards were made on 22 claims. 10 were for lost wages; 5 for counseling; 6 for
relocation and 1 for both lost wages and counseling. The average amount awarded was $1,161.26, but
12 awards were made at the maximum $1,500 level.

The maximum amount that may be awarded as an emergency award has not increased since 1975. The
main reason for requesting the increase is that rental costs have increased significantly over the years.
If someone needs to find a new place to live urgently, whether as a matter of security or for their
emotional wellbeing, $1,500 does not go very far, particularly where a family is involved. Raising the
emergency award amount to $3,500 will enable the board to sufficiently provide for emergency
situations.

E.g. we recently relocated a family where the 13 year old daughter had been raped in her bed by a
family acquaintance. The family was being harassed by the family of the perpetrator. The Board
awarded $1,500 in emergency funds so that they could relocate as soon as possible for safety and
because the little girl was extremely traumatized. The funds paid for the security deposit ($1,000) and
part of one month’s rent (51,600). At the next Board meeting additional funds were awarded to this
family for relocation costs as well as funds for counseling.



