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JUSE COMMITTEE REPO4 

(9) 
Date Referred to Committee: March 29, 2010 	 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance 

Date of Committee Action: 	4i 	10 

The RESOURCES Committee considered: 	 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 144(FIN) 

"An Act relating to hunting permits and tag fees for musk oxen." 
SB 144-MUSK OXEN PERMITS 

Recommends it be replaced with I J HCS or 	] CS for  
For Senate Bills with new title: f / Technical Title f / New Title: HCR 	J Same Title 	J New Title 

attach amendments 
add new referral to 	 Committee 
Letter of Intent 	 Committee 

flit of 
Abbrev 
for 
Depts.: 
ADM 
CED 
COR 
CUT 
EED 
DEC 
DFG 
COY 
DFIS 
LWF 
LAW 
LEG 
MVA 
DNR 
DPS 
REV 
DOT 
UA 

NEW FISCAL NOTES 
*Assianed by Chief Clerk's Office 

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES 
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

SENATOR DONALD C. OLSON 
AlASKA 

STATE C,u'IToL 
ROOM 514 

JUNEAU, AlASKA 99801 - 1182 

(907) 465-3707 
FAX (907) 465-4821 

CSSB 144 (FIN) - Musk Oxen Permits & Tags 
Version 26-LS0666/E, March 22, 2010 

STAFF: Tim Benintendi, 465-4989 

SPONSOR STATEMENT and SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

SPONSOR STATEMENT: 
There are four Game Management Units in which musk oxen are found in 

Alaska; Unit 18 (Nunivak and Nelson Islands), Units 22 and 23 (Seward Peninsula 
and Northwest), and Unit 26 (Northeast). The musk oxen population in Alaska is 
currently estimated to be 4,400 animals, and annually, between 325 and 350 
animals are available for harvest. 

The primary objective of SB 144 is to allow issuance of a second permit 
for a musk ox hunt in a second Game Management Unit or another hunt area 
within a unit, for resident hunters and subsistence hunters only; no out-of-state 
hunters qualify. If a harvester does not take an animal under the first permit, 
this would double the chance a hunter has to harvest the bag limit of one 
animal, either a bull or a cow. It would not allow for the taking of two animals. 

Current statute provides for a limit of one musk ox permit for each hunter 
per calendar year. Musk oxen are the only game animals in the Arctic to which 
the one-permit restriction still applies. Under SB 144, the department could 
issue subsistence permits beyond a calendar year basis, to accommodate a 
season which straddles two calendar years (Example: a season which runs from 
August 1 to March 15th),  because a "year" under this bill, is changed from a 
calendar year to a regulatory year, which is July I st  to June 30th 

Wildlife biologists and regulators within the Department of Fish and Game 
have determined that the health and size of the state's herd is well past the 
threshold for expanding opportunities for Alaskan hunters. State biologists 
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estimate that a minimal number of additional permits would be issued under the 
provisions of this bill, and perhaps 25 more animals would be harvested. If 
passed this legislative session, these new provisions would be in place for 
seasons beginning in August of this year. 

SB 144 would authorize the Board of Game to reduce or eliminate 
subsistence tag and fee requirements at its discretion. 

SB 144 carries a ZERO fiscal note, and has the support of the department. 
Support from the hunting community in Northwest Alaska includes the Northern 
and Southern Norton Sound Advisory Committees, and the Seward Peninsula 
Musk Ox Cooperators' Group. We have discovered no opposition to this bill. 

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS: 

SECTION 1: Amends AS 16.05.340(a)(16) to allow the Board of Game to 
reduce or eliminate the fee, as well as the tag requirements, for a musk oxen 
hunt, and makes it applicable to all or a portion of a game management unit. 
Applying this to an open season has been eliminated. The objective is to have 
the statute for musk oxen read the same as for other game. 

SECTION 2: Amends AS 16.05.346(a) by providing that the department shall 
issue permits to take musk oxen once the Board of Game has reduced or 
eliminated requirements for a resident tag and fee. This statute is further 
amended by providing that a resident may not be charged a fee for an 
application for a musk oxen permit under these circumstances. 

COMMI1TEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES: 

The Senate Finance Committee Substitute addresses a drafting error. It inserts 
the word "and" between the words "tag" and "fee" in two places, one on page 
1, line 15, and the second on page 2, line 8. 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA 
	

Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
	

Bill Version: 
	

SBI 44 

()Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): SB1 44-DFG-DAS-03-05-1 0 	 Dept. Affected: 	 ADF&G 
Title 	An Act relating to hunting permits and tag fees for musk oxen 	RDU 	Administration and Support 

Component Administrative Services 
Sponsor 	Senator Olson  
Requester 	Senate Resources 	 Component Number 	479 

Expenditures/Revenues 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

Appropriation 
Required   Information  

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 j 	0.0 

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 	) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

FUND SOURCE 	 (Thousands of Dollars) 

1004 OF 

1002 Federal Receipts  
1003 OF Match  

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1005 GF/Program Receipts  
1037 OF/Mental Health  
OtherInleragencyReceipts  

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY20I0) cost: 

POSITION S 

(Attach a separate page if necessa,y) 

No fiscal impact to Department of Fish and Game 

Prepared by: JeffHoover,DeputyDirector 	 Phone 907-465-6077 
Division 	AdministrativeServices 	 Date/Time 3/511012:00PM 

Approved by: TomLawson,Directorof AdministrativeServices 	 Date 315/2010 
AlaskaDepartmentofFishandGame 

(Resed 11/6/2009 0MB) 
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CONTACTS For Senate Bill 144 - Musk Oxen Permits 

STAFF FOR SN. OLSON: Tim Benintendi (office - 465-4989) 

DRAFTER: BRIAN KANE (wk-465-6660 I fax-465-2029) 
(Lori Weed, Secretary / Legal Staff) 

F&G LIAISON: Jen Yuhas (wk-465-6137/cell—(907) 388-7951) 
jennifer.yuhas@alaska.gov  

SUPPORTERS: 

PETER BENTE (office - 443-8188 / fax - 443-5893) 
(F&G biologist in Nome) 

oeter.benteealaska.pov 

JACK OMELAK (office - 443-4275 / fax - 443-4461) 
(Kawerak Subsistence Program) 

iomelakiThkawerak.orp 

PROFESSIONAL ADVISORS: 

GMU 18 	Area Biologist Phil Perry 	(907) 543-2979 
GMU 22 	Area Biologist Tony Gorn 	(907) 443-2271 
GMU 23 	Asst. Area Charlotte Westing 	(907) 442-1712 
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

SENATOR DONALD C. OLSON 
AlASKA 

STATE CAPITOL 
ROoM 514 

JUNEAU, AlASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3707 
FAX (907) 465-4821 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 	March 29, 2010 

TO: 
Representative Mark Neuman, Co-Chairman 
House Resources Committee 

FROM: 	Senator Donald Olson 
Senate District T 	'V 

SUB]: 	Request for Hearing - CSSB 144 (FIN) 

I would like to request your consideration for scheduling a committee 
hearing for this bill, which would allow a second hunting permit for residents and 
subsistence hunters to take musk oxen. It would not apply to non-resident 
hunters. 

Attached are: Both bill versions, a sponsor statement / sectional analysis, 
a ZERO fiscal note, and a poster on the status of musk oxen in Alaska. We have 
discovered no opposition to this bill. 

The Committee Substitute made two single-word insertions, to address a 
drafting error. 

If there are any questions, contact Tim Benintendi of my office at 465-
4989. Thank you. 
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Current Status df Muskbxen in Alaska 1970-2009 	
s 

- 
 

Lefty Hughes 15, Patricia Reynoids2 ,,Kimbeilee Beckmen 1 ', Phillip Perry',;GeoffCarrolP,StéveArthurt - 	' 7 	 ---- 

tAlaska Dept of Fish &'Gamb, 2US Fish &'Wuldflfe Service, Arctic Natiohal Wildlife Refuge : 	 - 	- 	 - -_---- t 

Introduction 	 •- - - 	 Recent Range Ex;ansion 	 Pàpulation Growth 
______ 	 - 

Muskoxen (Owbos moschatus) were reintroduced to Alaska after disappeanng in the 	 Dunng the 74 years since 31 muskoxen were first 

fate 1800s The llrst establishment of muskoxen from Greenland to rural Alaska was 	 Northeastern 	established on Nunivak Island populations have 

Nunivak Island in 1936. The Nunivak population acted as a source of animals forfuture 	Northwestern 	 K ,xj 64frOflHuflIvak 	increased to-over4400animals in Alaska (Table 2). The 

ielocations on historic range between i@&i-iasi. The relocation of 300 animals treated 	
_s1969.1970 	

'Sewa#d Peninsula population is the state's largest, and 

five populations throughout Alaska: Nunivak, Nelson Island, Northeastern, 	
, 	I I 	

continues to expand eastward (Figure 1) as the population 

• Northwestern, and Seward Peninsula (Figure I). The successful establishment of 72 4 pZ 	 incr eases (Figure 2). - 

muskoxen populations and current cooperative management efforts have resulted in 
range expansion, population growth -  and stability, along with bunting and viewing 

Po ,jtatioa - 	Nelson isiand 	 Date of 	 . 
opportunities. 	 - 	23 m N liv 	 Pouislion 	Size 	Estimate 	Stetus 

Er iiEj4J 
Northwest 	- 	324.42e Jan. 2000 '0% from 1970.1098 

fläure 1. RelntrSocuon sites and groupdistribution of nus1,oxen1iations 	 •Statha frou 199S2008 
Seward ps,ansula 258$ 	Mar 2007 

Mainsanla --- :y- - 
-. 	. 	.f'NortheaaLern 	sseward Perdnsi4a 	 - 	 sadmeta 

-. - - - 	
Harvest.. 	- 	 .. 	'2000'  . sNuoiyak 	 -.;.. 	- - 

	
: 1 	- 	-. 

Hunting of reintroduced muskoxen first occurred on Nunivak Island in 1975 	1600 	 'irg ' 	 . 	r 	1 Tebie)t MortaiitytypeinNortheaet.mpopulaton 2007-2009 

Four of the five populations are open to harvest on an annual quota an& 	 v 	 t 	 I AdI* 	Calves 	Toes 

pen-nit basis (Table I). In 2008, theBoa?d of Game' adopted regulations 	- 
-that allow Alaskans t&harvest muskdxen on the Seward-Peninsula with a 	- 	 BearPredation - 16 	 30 	'S2 
registration permit (Go?n :2009).  The r'ètv hunts were created from - - 	 - 	 - 	-. 
recommendations from local advisory committees and Seward Peninsula 	 —rsa 	

Dnse 	2 	2 	- 4 

"Muskox Cooperators, a stàkeholder grOup est?t?lished nl994, 	- _,;'I_ttw#ta,;;-, 	, 	 . 	
- - 

TsbIal.HazvestofuuskoxanlaAiaka 	- 	 he 	 , 	" ¼ , ,9 4P/ .5i - 	 - Othetnon- 	.4 - 	10  

- 	Average 	Average 	 - 	 6 	 r 	'./' 	Predation 	 - 	- 	:; 

Hunting harvest 	Harvest 	Harvest 	Sthicture 	Sn of 	aa%ofpopuiatlon 	fl9Uta FIato&co'jiib nan 'skoxa oixanons isro-oos 	 Tctai 	 28 	-sIt 	 73 

N 	
Ba Pta-lan 1900-2000 	2000 	2000 	

'DuOs 	 r -- 	 ç 	 - 	 . Mârtality and Disease Surveillance 
isiand 	1975 	85 	'Ragisfration 	1975-1978 	- 	 ". - 	. 	 - 	- -' - 	Seward Peninsula 

'Cows&Buii. 	 "t_t 	- *l'jht 	fli 	 - - 	 . 	-- 
lam-present 	 ,, 	 - a - 	 - 	•Predation relatively low compared to Northeastern 

island 	 - 	 'Registration 	'cowsO Buns 	 Future Maifágement"q 	
0 	

'Chlamydia p(esent (Gom-2009) 
1901 - 23 	23 	42 	 - 	 - ThjreinfrOGuctio,of niuskoxen to-Alaska-continUes to -Low inOopper 	- - 

Noqthaaatern 	 - 	NoOp.nS.aaon 	-Ciondto 	 a 	be successfülPopulatiori'rgrowth  and range expan$Idn'.iNegafive for iron;zinc, selenium (Gorn 2009) 
- 1990 	9 	 - 	0 - 	 ha,vestin 	 - provides 'iodunWes for ó&isumptive a'ndnon' 4 Cornposition'survêys show 30 yearlings:100 cows 

No.thwntan. - 	 - 	'liar II drawing 	'Guts 	 consuriiptiv,èuses of muskoxeh. Continued investigation 	since 2002 (Gorn 2009) 
1999 N. HuM 	<3 	 lflSta5e" 	 of populahopãrameters and health assessments along 

- - 	 - 	- 'Tier i Regististion - 	 r 	With publicjl*ut 'Will enhahce future management of 'Northeaste rn 	 - 
Paewwtia 	199$ - IS 	

¶ 	
l9!S-2000 	'waE7%Nie-1 Alaskamusgoxen. 	- 	 Prédation a significant mortality factor (TableS) 

- - 	• 	 - 	 aMoflalifies from droing andstmnding on sea Ice 

¶ 	
-Chlamydia present (Lenart 2009) - 

- 	 •Coppergeficient (Lenart 2009) 
- 	- 	 - 	• 	

le.ç__t_sr_aiMzet_wsnresmw_Set.._w 	•Low calf recrujtment and 	 - 

- 	- '• 	 - - low calfcowrados(Lenad200)' 
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