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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 ,LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 297(EDC) 

o Publish Date: 

.;;ld~e;::n:.::ti"fie:::r-,("fiI:::e..:.n:::a"m.::e,,-):,--,-H:.::B:.::2,,97,-C=S;:(E:.:D:,;C2)::-D;:,:O;::;LWD:::s'::-Wl:::;B;;-O-:E:3-;;1:::6:.-1:::0':::-______ Dept. Affected: Labor and Workforce Development 
Title Postsecondary Scholarships RDU Business Partnerships 

-;;:=:::::-----------O':~7':=::;;;=-------- Component Workforce Investment Board 
Sponsor Rules Committee 
Requester ________ --'Hc.:0"'u"s:.::e"F..:.in:.::a"n:::ce"'-________ Component Number 2659 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note· Amounts do not include'inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 25.0 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 25,0 0.0 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

~IC~H~A~N~G~E~IN~RE~V~E~N~U~E~S~(~ __ L__J ________ ~ ____ -J ______ _L ______ _L ______ L_ ____ -L ____ ~1. 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I

Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

25.0 

25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

None 

These funds will be used to contract for services to assist in the drafting of regulations setting criteria for the career and technical 
school scholarship portion of the bill required under Section 14.43.835 of this legislation. This request presumes that the Alaska 
Workforce Investment Board's Education Specialist, who will oversee the promulgation and implementation of the regulations and 
coordination with the Department of Education and Early Development and the University of Alaska, will be funded in FY 11. 

Prepared by: 
Division 

Approved by: 
Agency 

Guy Bell, Assistant CommIssIoner 
Office of the Commissioner 

Click Bishop, Commissioner 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

(Revised 111612009 OMB) 

Phone 465-2700 
DatelTime 3/16/10 10:31 AM 

Date 3/16/10 
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STATE C~rITOl 
PO Sox 110001 

!uneJu. AJ3.Sk, 99811-0001 
907-465-3500 

fax: 907-465-3532 

January IS, 2010 

The Honorable Mike Chenault 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislarure 
State Capitol, Room 208 
] uneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Speaker Chenault, 

Governor Sean Parnell 
STATE OF ALASKA 

SSQ West 7th Avenue # 1700 
Anchorage. Alasb 99501 

907-269-7450 
fox 907-169-7463 
\V\\,\\"gov.afaska.gov 

Govc:rnor@af:Jska.gov 

Under the authority of Art. III, Sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, r am transmitting a bill that will 
create a merit-based scholarship program for Alaska high school students who pursue higher 
education in Alaska. 

This legislation, referred to as the Governor's Performance Scholarship (GPS), is patterned after 
successful scholarship programs in 22 other states. The GPS will improve high school graduation 
rates, prepare students for college or job training, provide Alaskari students with affmdable 
opportunities for higher education, sustain Alaska's economy with a capable workforce, and retain 
equipped, hardworking Alaskan students. 

This bill provides four tiers of scholarship payment for qualified high school graduates. Three of 
these tiers would be designated for academic scholarships, and the fourth for career and technical 
school scholarships. 

The key feature of the scholarship program is that it is merit-based. All students who participate ",-ill 
be required to complete a more rigorous high school curriculum consisting of four years of language 
arts, mathematics, and science, and. three years of social studies. Students \vill also be evaluated 
according to standards established for their grade-point averages and scores on college entrance or 
work-ready examinations. 

The program ",-ill provide an incentive for students to challenge themselves in high school and to 
graduate. It also provides an impetus for schools to enhance curriculum. Studies have shown that 
students who take a rigorous curriculum in high school are more likely to do well in college and job 
training programs. Thus, the scholarship recipients will be more likely to achieve their certification 
or degree. 

Students who achieve the highest attainable grade point average and examination scores will be 
awarded the highest tier of the academic scholarship for an Alaska-based college Or university. This 
tier will equal the full cost of mition at an Alaskan university for the 2010-2011 school year. The 
second and third tiers of the academic scholarship will be 75 and 50 percent the amount of 
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The Honorable Mike Chenault 
January 15, 2010 
Page 2 

respective tuition. Students will be eligible for the academic scholarship for a maximum of eight 
semesters. Srudents who qualify for a career or technical school scholarship will receive an award of 
full fees for training, the maximum at $3,000 per year. The career and technical scholarship may be 
used by a student for up to two years. 

The GPS will only be accessible to Alaska residents. However, this bill will allow that Alaskan 
military members and their families will not lose eligibility on account of their service. 

The bill will require that money from these scholarships will only be spent at qualified Alaska post­
secondary institutions or training programs. Students educated in the state are more likely to remain 
in the state. This provision encourages our best and brightest young people to remain in the state 
and prepare qualified Alaskan workers for Alaskan jobs. 

The GPS program contains a "use it or lose it" provision: students will have a six-year wllldow to 
apply the scholarship to a postsecondary institution. This protects the State of Alaska from an 
extended liability. As previously stated, the bill will provide extensions for Alaskans who serve in the 

military. 

The GPS will be administered by the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development, the 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on Posrsecondary 
Education. Regulations will be adopted to govern the program, grade-point average standard, 
eligibility criteria and an appeals process to consider extraordinary circumstances. The Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Education will adopt regulations for streamlined application, award, 
and continuing eligibility standards. 

Also, this bill will establish a fund whose earnings could be used to pay for scholarships. The 
proposed fund is based on other funds established in statute, such as the Alaska Veterans' Memorial 
endowment fund, and will be managed by the Department of Revenue. Nothing in this bill will 
establish a dedicated fund. 

The GPS is modeled after the famous "Taylor plan," established by private businessman, Patrick 
Taylor, to keep students ill school and motivate them to pursue successful postsecondary education. 
Currently, twenty-two states have "Taylor like" state-sponsored plans. 

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this bill. 

Governor 

Enclosure 
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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

PO BOX 110505 

ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99B11-<J505 
VOICE (BOO) 441·2962 
In Juneau (907) 465-6740 
IDD (SOl) 4$5-3143 

The Honorable Paul Seaton 
Chair, Education Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 102 
Juneau, Alaska 9980 I 

FAX (B07) 465·3293 

March 3, 2010 

Subject: CSHB 297 (ED) - An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship ... 

Dear Representative Seaton: 

At the February 26, 20 I 0 committee meeting you asked that I provide information 
regarding potential programmatic impacts of a specific amendment to HB297. The amendment 
in question was to modify the provision within the bill that would require a student who is 
erroneously awarded a scholarship to return the erroneous amount. The amendment added the 
provision that the recipient would not have to reftmd the erroneous amount unless the error was 
"any fault of the student." 

When asked to comment I did express my concern about the provision because it would 
prevent the Commission from recovering inappropriately disbursed state funds unless the student 
had engaged in some form of misconduct that contributed to the erroneous award. While I 
certainly understand the intention of the committee in adopting this change, it does establish an 
unusual student aid program provision. In general, student financial aid programs are operated 
with the understanding that should an error occur that results in an aid recipient receiving more 
funds than is received by any other similarly situated student, the aid recipient is expected to 
return the amount of the over award. 

Members were interested in quantifying the frequency of such occurrences, and, although 
I did contact Director of Financial Aid Barbara Burnett at UAS, it does not appear that related 
statistics are available. Ms, Burnett and I did discuss the implications of the provision and she 
shared the following advice: 

There are some scholarship/grant programs that say any aid awarded cannot 
exceed the cost of attendance (or the cost of tuition and/or some other budget 
item) - if the student got some of this money in addition to the GPS, then the other 
aid might have 10 be reduced if Ihe total awards were greater than the cost of 
attendance. The Pell grant is an entitlement, as is the UA Scholars - the student 
would get those no mailer how much other aid slhe was awarded, .. Need-based 
aid such as the SEOG would be reduced if the student got other aid in excess of 

() p1fnIad on recycIad paper 
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Representative Paul Seaton 
March 3, 2010 
Page - 2-

the cost of attendance ... The University's need based grant is awarded using 
equity packaging rules - the student does not get it if they have other grants and 
scholarships in excess of the equity level we are using - receipt of the GPS could 
likely reduce or eliminate the student's eligibility for this grant. If the student got 
only entitlements and other non-restrictive scholarships, then slhe could get the 
excess fonds for personal use. 

Based on this additional infonnation, I must maintain my concerns regarding the 
unintended consequences of the referenced amendment. There are outcomes that I fear would be 
detrimental to the program. One is that, because we expect to package GPS awards fairly early 
in the financial aid award process, prior to distribution of other non-loan aid, we would lose the 
ability for financial aid officials at the institution to distribute subsequently received aid because 
it would result in an over award situation. In short, GPS would be supplanting rather than 
supplementing otherwise available financial aid. Another is that it appears to preclude 
Commission staff from recovering funds erroneously disbursed, regardless of the amount and 
regardless of the error, unless it was the student's fault. 

I hope this information is helpful. Do not hesitate to contact me if there is other 
information I can provide. 

DB/dv 

Si"2b--
Diane Barrans 
Executive Director 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 6 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 297(EDC) 

(H) Publish Date: 3115/10 

",;ld;:;e;;;n",tifi;;,:le:.:.r ... (fi"lle::.,;;;na:.:.m"e",),,: ::C,,;;S:::HfB;:;2~9;,;7:\i(E:;D:iC~)~-E;;:E:::D,::-A::C:;:P:::E::-::;0:5-3-=1:::5-i1,::0==-====_Dept. Affecte"d::..: ___ ...:E:::d:::u",ca~t,;;io:;;n _____ _ 
Title An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship RDU ACPE 

c;;;;;;;:::::-_--"p"'ro::;g"r::;am=a:.:.n:::d"r.::e:::la"'ti"'ng..."to:..:t:.:.h"e.!:p:..:ro~g;::ra;:m::;,-,e::::s"'ta::::b:::li::;sh",i",ng"-"th:::e",,,"-, ____ Component Program Administration and 
Sponsor Rules Operations 
Requester __________ -"(H!I)'-F::.IN'--__________ Component Number 2738 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless othelWise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 275.0 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 37,169.6 
Miscellaneous I 

TDTAL OPERATING 275.0 0.0 14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 37,169.6 I 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I I 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I I I I I 

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts J 
1003 GF Match I 
1004 GF 275.0 14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 37,169.6 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 275.0 0.0 14,480. 25,623.4 33,252.8 37".9 .• 37,109., 

Estimate of any current year (FY201 0) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

The contractual funds noted above represent the cost of implementation and year one support for scholarship 
management software. 
Assumptions: 
1) Baseline count of high school graduates (8,008) based on 2009 data. 
2) Referenced utilization rate of 28.8% for similarly structured program in WY. While Alaska has lower college-going 
rates historically than WY, in recent years we have had a higher percentage of students who do continue on attend in 
Alaska. 
3) Maximum GPS award at highest performance level is based upon the University of Alaska tuition for the 2010-11 
school year ($4,755). 

Prepared by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Division Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

Approved by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

(Revised 111612009 OMB) 

Phone 465-6740 
DatelTime 3/15/1010:30 AM 

Date 3/15/2010 

Page 1 of 2 
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FISCAL NOTE #6 

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO, CSHB 297(EDC) 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION 

4) Per student GPS merit award amount is an average of all award levels. 
5) Scholar attrition rate is 25% per year based upon UA five-year graduation rate data. 
Participation numbers are assumed to be: Year 1=2,305; Year 2=4,034; Year 3=5,187; Year 4=5,763 

In 2009, Alaska had 8,008 high school graduates 
In Wyoming, approximately 28.8% of graduates utilize the merit scholarship program. 
At the same utilization rate, an estimated 2,305 AK high school grads will earn a scholarship. 

Scenario #1 is an estimate for the highest award level Scenario #2 is an estimate at the lowest award level 
2,305 X $4,755/year = $10,960,275 2,305 X 2,378/year = $5,481,290 

For this analysis, an averaged award level has been used. 

According to Education Trust, the average graduation rate after 5 years for UAF is 25% and UAA is 16.5%. 
The four-year graduation rate is significantly lower. 

Cohort: 2,305 students per year 

Participation Number of Average Est. annual Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

rates Students Scholarship cost Estimated Estimated Estimated 

Cost Cost Cost 

Year 1 100% 2,305 $3,567 $ 8,221,935 $8,221.9 

Year 2 75% 1,729 $3,567 $ 6,167,343 $14,389.3 

Year 3 50% 1,153 $3,567 $ 4,112.751 $18,502,0 

Year 4 25% 576 ~3 567 P 054 592 
£.s1. merit-based cost 
(full implementation) 5,763 $20,556,621 

Unmet need costs based on cohort: 2,305 students per year 

Participation Number of Average Est. annual Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

rates Students Need cost Estimated Estimated Estimated 

Cost Cost Cost 

Year 1 100% 2,305 $2,715 $ 6,258,075 $6,258,0 

Year 2 75% 1,729 $2,878 $ 4,976,062 $11,234.1 

Year 3 50% 1,153 $3,050 $ 3,516,650 $14,750,8 

Year 4 25% 576 ~3 233 ~ 1 862208 
Est. needs-based 
cost (full implementation) 5,763 $16,612,955 

Assumes average Expected Family Contribution of $7,500 + $2,000 required student contribution. This EFC amount 
relates to an average household income of approximately $65,000. 
The cost of attendance used to estimate average need incorporates an annual growth factor of 6% in standard UA costs 
of attendance. 

Page 2 012 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 5 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 297(EDC) 

(H) Publish Date: 3/15/10 

Identifier (file name): CSHB297-EED-TLS-3-12-10 Dept. Affected: Education 
~T;;;itT.;le:="'-'=';';;:=""'=~"An~A~ctF:e~s:;:ta:;;b;nli~shi:;;i~ng;;'T.th;:;e::;g~o:::v:;:er;;n:::o~rs;:-;:pe:::rf:;:o~r:::m:::a:;:nc:::e:----RDU Teaching & Learning Support 

===,-_-"SC;:;h.:.:o",la"r",sh",i!:.P,,-... :..."-==-",,=c-:::===="""==.,-_____ Component School & Student Achievement 
Sponsor Rules at the request of the Governor 
Requester House Education Component Number 2796 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 30.0 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 117.3 0.0 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 117.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interaoencv Receipts 

TOTAL 117.3 0.0 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 87.3 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 
Full-time 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

Teaching and Learning Support will need to hire one staft member to oversee the promulgation and implemenlation of 
the department's regulations along coordination between EED, the University of Alaska, Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE). 

Education Specialist I at $87,306 plus start-up office supplies (computer, furniture, etc.) at $30,000 = $117,306 

Prepared by: Eddy Jeans, Director 
Division School Finance and Facilities 

Approved by: Larry LeDoux 
Commissioner 

(Revised 1011312009 OMB) 

Phone 465-8679 
DatelTime 3/12110 12:00 AM 

Date 3/1212010 

Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 297 
() Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): CsHB297(EDU)-REV-TRs-03-20-10 Dept. Affected: Revenue 
;;T;;itl"'e="-'"==';;:A"""n "A'ictiiE;Os'i'ta;;b-i'lis=ih:;;in"'g'"'t"'he::";';G';'ov"'e:::rn::=o:::(~s"'p,oerf~o'""'r"'m""'a"'nce"""'s"'c"'h""'ol"'a=rs"h"'ip-RDU Treasury and Taxation 

=== ___________ ===~--------Component Treasury 
Sponsor Governor 
Requester ______ -'H"-o"'u::s"'e.:..F;;;in"'a;;;nc::e;.;C"'o::.m"'m"'i:::ttee:::... ______ Component Number 121 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note: • do not include inflation ur less i loted below. 

""'.!:" u", i.,i, 
i 

URES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 , FY 2016 
I 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60 60.0 

Travel 
55.0 55.0 55.0 55.0 55.0 55.0 

Equipment 
Land & StNctures 
IGrants & Claims 

I 
TOTAL 115.0 0.1 115.0 115.0 115.0 15.0 115.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 400,000.0 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts I L J 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

estimate of any current year (FY201 0) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
FUll-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

115.0 
115.0 0.0 

I I I I 

115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 
115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 

The bill provides for a separate fund to be established in the amount of $400 million to be managed by the 
Commissioner of Revenue. It is anticipated the fund will be managed with asset allocation of 60% fixed income and 
40% domestic equity in order to yield a real annual rate of return of 5%. These costs include investment management 
fees, audit, accounting and custody fees and are projected based on the assumptions provided by the division's 
investment advisor and the division's cost allocation plan. 

The operating budget appropriation bill funding language was removed so it is included in this fiscal note as a "capital 
expenditure" to capitalize the Governo~s Performance Scholoarship program when the the scholarship program passes 
and the fiscal note approved is by the legislature. 

Prepared by: Pamela Green, Comptroller 
Division Treasury Division 

Approved by: Ginger Blaisdell. Director 
Administrative Services Division 

(Rev~ed 11I6l2009 OMS) 

Date 03-20-10; 11 :26am 

Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 3 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB297 

(H) Publish Date: . 1/19/10 

~ld~e;!n!!!ti!!!fie~r~(>!!fi!:le:.!n!!a!!!m~e:l)'-: ~0~77!..,1!.:-~D~O~L:;.WD~-;.;C~O:;;-~1=-2-o~9~-0~9~~ ___ ,,"",~_~ __ Dept Affected: Labor and Workforce Development 
Title Establishing the Governor's Performance Scholarship RDU Office of the Commissioner 
-=-_______ !:P~ro~g!!:ra~m~ __ ~~_,~-~---------Component Commissioner's Office 
Sponsor Rules Committee 
Requester _________ ----'G:::o"'v:.::e:!Crn!!!o~r __________ Component Number 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note' Amounts d t' cl de inflation unless oth 'se noted bel onolnu erwl ow. 

Appropriation 
ReQuired Infannatien 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

iCHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagencv Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
FulI-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

25.0 

25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Doliars) 

25.0 

25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

None 

These funds will be used to contract for services to assist in the drafting of regulations setting criteria for the career and technical 
school scholarship portion of the bill required under Section 14.43.835 of this legislation. 

Prepared by: Guy Bell, Assistant commissiioner 
Division Office of the Commissioner 

Approved by: Click Bishop, Commissioner 
Agency Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

(Revised 111612009 OMB) 

Phone 465-2700 
Datemme 1219/093:18 PM 

Date 1219/09 

Page 1 of 1 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB297 

(H) Publish Date: 1/19/10 

Identifier (file name): 0771-EED-TLS-12-1-09 Dept. Affected: Education 
~T'iiit;::le=:::...l==="'-'=i:"AO:n~A~ct':e::':s:;:ta::ib:;;1i'"sh"'i:::ng::"th:::e"g:::o"'v"'er=n"'o"r's::-:::pe:::rt"'o=r=m:::a-=nc:::e:c----RDU Teaching & Learning Support 

<;;:;;;;;;;;; __ ....::SC:::h.:.:o:::la::.r;:;sh:::iJ:.P:.:. .. '-"~:;:;;;-:;;--;;:;;::-;::;;;;;::;;:r-::T;;:;:-;o;=;;;:::;--_____ component School & Student Achievement 
Sponsor Rules at the request of the Governor 
Requester Governor Component NUmber 2796 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note· Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other I nteraQency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

87.3 

30.0 

117.3 

117.3 

117.3 

1.0 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

. (Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Teaching and Learning Support will need to hire one staff member to oversee the promulgation and implementation of 
the department's regulations along coordination between EED, the University of Alaska, Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE). 

E.ducation Specialist I at $87,306 plus start-up office supplies (computer, furniture, etc.) at $30,000 = $117,306 

Prepared by: Eddy Jeans, Director 
Division School Finance and Facilities 

Approved by: ~L~a=rry==L~e~D~ou=x=-__________________________________________ __ 

Commissioner 

(Revised 1011312009 OMS) 

Phone 465-8679 
DatelTime 12/1/0912:00AM 

Date 12/1/2009 

Page 1 of 1 
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Responses to Questions from (H) EDC Members from 2/12/2010 Hearing 

Submitted by EED 

1. Rep. Seaton indicated that he would like additional information regarding home schooled 

students. 

Response: 

• Home school students who are not affiliated with a state sponsored program must: 

a. Meet all Alaska graduation credit requirements 

b. Successfully complete the GPS curriculum requirements 

c. Achieve the GPS eligibility score on the ACT/SAT 

d. Achieve the GPS GPA eligibility score. 

• Home School students affiliated with a district sponsored distance program must: 

a. Meet all graduation requirements for the State of Alaska and the sponsoring district 

b. Successfully complete the GPS curriculum requirements 

c. Achieve the GPS eligibility score on the ACT/SAT 

d. Achieve the GPS GPA eligibility score. 

• Homes school students must meet the same criteria used for high school students. 

• All transcripts should include 9th to 12th grade courses, and the time frame of each course 
(academic year and semester). In addition, an assessment of performance (letter grade, 
percentage, standards rubric, etc.) is required. 

• Home schooled graduates must meet and apply for the award and enroll at an eligible 
college prior to age 19. 

• The Department of Education and Early Development will act as the certification office for 
non-affiliated home school students. 
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2. REPRESENTATIVE MUNOZ requested an analysis of the scoring matrix for SAT/ACT and how 

they compare to requirements of schools across the nation. She indicated that the samples 

indicated appeared high. What type of score is a competitive school in the Lower 48 in terms 

of average admission? 

Response: 

About 1.48 million of the 3.3 million members of the high school class of 2009 took the ACT, typically in 

their junior year. 

Scoring matrix for SAT/ACT and how they compare to requirements of schools across the nation. 

The ACT' test assesses high school students' general educational development and their ability to 

complete college-level work. 

• The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science. 
• The Writing Test, which is optional, measures skill in planning and writing a short essay. 
• To develop the test, ACT incorporates the objectives for instruction for middle and high schools 

throughout the United States, reviews approved textbooks for subjects taught in Grades 7-12, 
and surveys educators on which knowledge skills are relevant to success in postsecondary 
education. ACT publishes a technical manual that summarizes studies conducted of its validity in 
predicting freshman GPA, equating different high school GPAs, and measuring educational 
achievement.l§l 

• Colleges use the ACT and the SAT Reasoning Test because there are substantial differences in 
funding, curricula, grading, and difficulty among U.S. secondary schools due to American, local 
control, and the prevalence of private, distance, home schooled students and, most importantly, 
lack of rigorous college entrance examination system like those used in other countries. 
ACT/SAT scores are used to supplement the secondary school record and help admission officers 
put local data-such as course work, grades, and class rank-in a national perspective. 

• Most colleges use ACT scores as only one factor in their admission process. 

ACT has identified the minimum score needed on each ACT test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining·a 
B or higher or about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding first-year college 
course. 

ACT Test 
English 
Math 
Reading 
Science 

ACT Benchmark Score 
18 
22 
21 
24 

College Course 
English Composition 
Algebra 
Social Sciences/Humanities 
Biology 

ACTstudent.org 

State By State report of ACT performance 

The chart below summarizes each section and the average test score based on graduating high school 

seniors in 2009. 
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National 

Arkansas 

Colorado 

Delaware 

%of 

Graduates 
State Tested 

45 

73 

... 

11 

-' ,', 

22 

100 

' .. :,~ 
--v 

9 

20.6 20.6 

22.6 22.2 

21.5 20.9 

19.4 18.8 

23.1 23.0 
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Massachusetts 18 23.9 23.9 24.3 24.3 22.8 

_ I" ,I' ' j' 19,6 .11-20.1 'M;ct,J;;~~-"-- -----.--~10-0 -",r:--., 19.6 !IF -- 18.6' !,':.' 19 6 1['~1-!J 

.. __ .:. _____ . ~ __ . __ .;}_·_,_~L .,-~_.,-.-,(,!_. _~-_j'LI ____ ,,,_~_l,~ -__ . 
Minnesota 68 22.7 22.0 22.7 23.1 22.6 

[MississiPpi f'""~-:-ll 18.9 lr'19.1>: 183 ,r-1-9.-0--r-1-8.Y-.· -. " 

1'-____ ------1'_' __ ~L ___ .:_L __ ._"'LI ~. _. '_ Ji ", '.' Jl " .. 'j 
Missouri 67 21.6 21.5 20.9 22.1 21.5 

:M~~ta";,~--' -.-~-~;:-- 54--:;·-22.0--]:2i~2---::21.7 r 22.7 If.· .. 21) I' 

L __________ ._~ , .. __ •. ..:-____ Jl_: __ · ____ ·.l~_~!.... __ ·':..JLi --'--'_.1iL.~~ 
Nebraska 72 22.1 21.9 21.8 22.5 22.0 

'Nevada" --~-~ .. ---;: -30""-11 21.S;no:g-;;--i1.4 If 22.0 " ~1.0 
~~_~ ___ , ___ ~_'~~_~ ___ JL __ . ___ ._~~_,~~~,~~_. '_" .JLi _---'_~I 
New Hampshire 15 23.5 23.3 23.4 24.1 22.6 

:Ne;J~;S;~-.---'I~--i6'-'-Ji 23.1 --C2i9T '23.5l 23.21f:"'2H J 
~_'-: ____ . __ ~._ ,~L ___ . ~ __ ~.~~_~_,~..-:J[ ,0' 1< _~l[_· ___ J! ,1 
New Mexico 65 20.0 19,3 19.6 20.7 20.0 

rN~Y~;k~.----· .r-.-25;c.--:F· , .• ~3!~i22.5-::!,,~3.4 .'1["2303 }'"" 2'2.7 :1 
;,-~ __ ._. .:_:.:_:_::L:....:...:..:...::_,,:!!"il .: ~jLI· .. ~· ""-.• ~'..;;'·t I.:...: ,,",,-,-"'.'.,...;;,,l ...... ' ..-..'"-'",,,.j. 
North Carolina 15 21.6 20.9 22.0 21.9 21.1 

r~:C~-~~-~_:.C~: 71,_ ,r~~20.7 _j~O'~;.1.. t.9:9j[;-ll:~[~~:?,1 
Oregon 33 21.4 20.5 21.5 21.9 21.1 

,':'~~-- --:--;-----7'-- .-- --.;--------::::1r-- - -,-- '..,~ --.--, .. r--~"'----l'------; 
~ennsYlv~nia. '~_, " _ ,l~ '.' 14 . ":~ " 22.1. " if. ·2~,7 :1" .22.2 "il' 22.'~ ~-.. 21.5._; 
l .... )", '- , " .. 1 .I ~ -' _. __ :..... __ ....:._..:......_~ __ ._.JL._. __ ~~! __ . ___ ~. __ ,_~J ____ ---l~_~_._. _I 

Rhode Island 10 22.8 23.0 22.5 23.4 21.8 

Tennessee ---.0' -. -92'cr--20.6-r20:-7"'":~9:s:ri·1.0· r-20il 
l. __ ; ___ .~ ____ ~._~' __ .. ~_.-.. __ ~~_- " ' .. ~;' 'l~~L, ,·It "',' -'I 

Texas 30 20.8 19.9 21.3 20.9 20.6 

'Utah· -- ~-- -.---;--- 6i~~~i=- 21.8. '--r. 21.4 

. ,.;1 . it 
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Vermont 24 23.1 22.9 22.9 23.7 

Washington 

otals for graduating seniors were obtained from Knocking at the College 

Door-March 2008, Projections of High School Graduates by State and 

Race/Ethnicity, 1992-2022, © March 2008 by the Western Interstate 

Commission for Higher Education. 

Alaska SAT/ACf Scores 

22.5 

SAT / ACf scores are not required for associate or certificate admission at any UA campus. 

SAT/ACf are not required for admission to UAA and UAS for baccalaureate admission. 

UAF uses a more competitive admission standard for their baccalaureate programs. At UAF, ACT or 

SAT scores can be used in lieu of minimum HS GPA. 

At UAF: 

• 72% of students, who submit ACT scores, possess composite scores of 18 (or higher). 

• 85% of students, who submit SAT scores, possess composite scores of 400 or higher. 

The average GPA for entering freshman at UAF is 3.15. 

SAT scores for Alaska: for the year 2009 (includes graduating seniors in the class of 2009): 3589 

Alaskan high school students took and received scores on the SAT. The average scores were: 

• Critical Reading: 520 

• Math: 516 

• Writing: 492 

For the same year for all test takers: over 1.5 million test takers. The average scores were: 

• Critical Reading: 501 

• Math: 515 

• Writing: 493 
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Alaska 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks Admissions Requirements 

Baccalaureate Degree 
• Must have a high school diploma, AND 
• Pass the 16-credit high school core curriculum with a GPA of at least 2.5, AND 
• Submit results of the ACT Plus Writing (preferred) or SAT exam taken within the last two years, 

AND 
Have a high school GPA of at least 3.0, OR 
Have a high school GPA of at least 2.5 and ACT Plus Writing score of at least 18 or SAT score of 
at least 1290 (including writing skills section). 

• Freshman and transfer applicants with fewer than 30 semester credit hours must submit the 
results of either the ACT Plus Writing (preferred) or the SAT examination. Test results must be 
less than two years old. These test scores are used to help place the student in English, 
mathematics and other first-year courses. 

Certificate or Associate Degree 
• Must have a high school diploma, or GED 
• Students with fewer than 30 transferable semester hours, who will take English or mathematics 

course work must submit results ofthe ACCUPLACER test. Alternatively, SAT or ACT Plus Writing 

test results are accepted. 

Distribution of high school units required and/or recommended* 

Units Required Units Recommended 

English 4 N/A 

Mathematics 3 N/A 

Science 3 N/A 

Lab 1 N/A 

Foreign language N/A 2 

Social studies 3 N/A 

History N/A N/A 

Academic electives 3 N/A 

Total academic units 16 

Z006-Z007 Freshman Class Profile 
• Top 10 percent of high school class: 15% 
• Top 25 percent of high school class: 35% 
• Top 50 percent of high school class: 64% 
• First-year students submitting high school class standing: 57% 

• Average high school GPA: 3.2 
• First-year students submitting GPA: 70% 
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• First-year students submitting SAT scores: 52% 
SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 

Critical Reading: 450 - 600 
Math: 450 - 590 
Combined: 900 -1190 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-800 4.0% 2.8% 

600-699 24.5% 

500-599 33.5% 

400-499 26.4% 

300-399 9.9% 

200-299 1.6% 

19.8% 

36.6% 

30.1% 

10.0% 

0.7% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 33% 
ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 

English: 16 - 24 
Math: 17 - 25 
Composite: 18-25 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 2.4% 4.1% 4.4% 

24-29 32.7% 25.1% 29.8% 

18-23 41.2% 40.0% 37.0% 

12-17 22.8% 25.8% 28.8% 

6-11 1.0% 5.1% N/A 

Below 6 N/A N/A N/A 

University of Alaska, Anchorage Admissions Requirements 

Admission Requirements Baccalaureate Degree 

Qualifications (one of the following) 
• Graduation from high school with GPA of at least 2.5 and completion of either SAT, ACT or a 

UAA-approved test (high school graduates with GPAs between 2.0 and 2.49 will be admitted on 

probation); or 
• Successful completion of the GED, and completion of either SAT, ACT or a UAA-approved test. 
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Admission Requirements Certificate for Associate Degree (1-2 years) 

Qualifications (one of the following) 
• A high school diploma (no minimum GPA required); or 

• GED; or 
• Ability to Benefit Certificate (must be 18 years of age or older). 

Units Required Units Recommended 

English N/A 4 

Mathematics N/A 2 

Science N/A 3 

Lab N/A N/A 

Foreign language N/A 1 

Social studies N/A 3 

History N/A 1 

Academic electives N/A N/A 

Total academic units N/ A N/A 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 
Top 10 percent of high school class: 12% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 31% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 61% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 77% 

Average high school GPA: N/ A 
First-year students submitting GPA: N/A 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 44% . 

SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 
Math: 
Combined: 

446 - 570 
450 - 570 
896-1140 

Percent of first time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-800 2.5% 2.1% 

600-699 14.9% 15.7% 

500-59937.4% 37.6% 

400-49934.1% 33.5% 

300-399 10.3% 9.9% 

200-299 0.7% 
1.2% 
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First-year students submitting ACT scores: 21% 

ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 
English: 16 - 24 
Math: 17 - 25 
Composite: 18 - 25 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 2.8% 5.0% 4.2% 

24-29 27.3% 23.1% 30.9% 

18-23 46.8% 39.3% 35.9% 

12-17 22.6% 26.7% 29.0% 

6-11 0.6% 5.6% 0.0% 

Below 6 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 

University of Alaska, Southeast Admissions Requirements 

Alaska high school graduates must pass all sections of the High School Qualifying Exam to be admitted. 

If the cumulative GPA is below a 2.0 a student may be admitted on probation and will be required to 

maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 during your first semester. 

High school completion requirement: High school diploma is required and GED is accepted 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 
Top 10 percent of high school class: 9% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 19% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 44% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 76% 
Average high school GPA: 3.0 
First-year students submitting GPA: 75% 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 44% 

SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 

Math: 

Combined: 

442 - 600 

440 - 570 

882 - 1170 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-800 2.9% 1.9% 

600-699 26.5% 11.7% 
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SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

500-599 8.8% 40.3% 

400-499 44.1% 34.6% 

300-399 17.6% 11.5% 

200-299 0.0% 
0.0% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 18% 

ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 
English: 17 - 21 
Math: 19 - 22 
Composite: 20-23 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 15.8% 15.8% 15.8% 

24-2972.7% 

18-2311.5% 

57.9% 

26.3% 

74.0% 

10.2% 

Alaska Pacific University Admission Requirements 

Admissions Requirements High school completion requirement: High school diploma is required and 

GED is accepted 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 
Top 10 percent of high school class: 11% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 50% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 68% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 60% 
Average high school GPA: 3.3 
First-year students submitting GPA: 83% 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 50% 

SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 

Math: 

Combined: 

450 - 610 

470 - 610 

920 - 1220 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 
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SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-8000.0% 0.0% 

600-699 26.0% 26.0% 

500-599 46.0% 

400-499 22.0% 

300-399 6.0% 

200-299 0.0% 

37.0% 

31.0% 

6.0% 

0.0% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 36% 

ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 
English: 
Math: 
Composite: 

20 - 28 
19 - 26 
21-26 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 4.0% 9.0% 9.0% 

24-29 48.0% 26.0% 34.0% 

18-23 48.0% 61.0% 48.0% 

12-17 0.0% 4.0% 9.0% 

6-11 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Below 6 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Ability-to-Benefit (Accuplacer question) 

Degree-seeking individuals 18 years or older who have not earned a high school diploma or GED must 
take the ATB Test, in order to demonstrate that they have the ability to benefit from a college 
education. To demonstrate this ability, the individual must achieve the following federally determined 
Accuplacer scores: 

• Arithmetic: 34 
• Reading Comprehension: 55 
• Sentence Skills: 60 

If individual has already completed 60 college credits, the ATB test is not necessary. Individuals taking 

the ATB test on Accuplacer are permitted to retake the entire test after a 14-day waiting period. The 

ATB provision does not allow candidates to retake only a portion of the test: all three parts of 

Accuplacer must be completed in one sitting. It is very important to inform the test proctor if you are 

testing under Ability-to-Benefit, to insure you will be administered the correct tests. The regular 

Accuplacer test cannot be used to validate Ability-to-Benefit. 
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3. Rep. Seaton asked how will the residency requirements of the GPS interact with the 

university, private university or certificated programs in Alaska, i.e. AVTEC and resident 

programs? 

Response: 

• The GPS statute draft provides minimal guidance. Residency requirements will be defined by 

regulation. 

• In addition to specific GPS eligibility requirements, a student must demonstrate Alaska 

residency, which is determined by the post-secondary institution. 

• A student whose custodial parent or legal guardian is an Alaska resident at the time the student 

graduates from high school or is in active military service and maintains Alaska as their domicile 

state is considered an Alaska resident. 

• This is an important point with regard to tuition. If the university considers a student a non­

resident, they will charge higher tuition. 

Alaska Residency for Tuition Purposes at UA 

Students who qualify for resident status should file an application for residency for the term they plan to 
attend, with required documentation at the appropriate university office prior to the published end of 
the add/drop period for regular semester-length courses. 

The following is a summary of the Board of Regents policy to determine whether you are eligible for 
resident tuition. Students eligible for Alaska resident tuition must be United States citizens or eligible 

non-citizens and include those who: 

• Received or have been qualified to receive an Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend within the last 
12 months. 

• Have graduated in the last 12 months from a qualified Alaska high school. 
• Have been physically present in Alaska for the past two years. 
• Are active-duty military personnel or members of the National Guard, or their spouses or 

dependent children. 
• Are students from foreign cities and provinces that have established sister city or sister province 

relationships with the state of Alaska or Alaska municipalities, and have been approved by the 

president. 
• Are participants in the UA Scholars program. 
• Are participants in the University of Alaska College Savings Plan program who meet eligibility 

criteria as established by the Education Trust of Alaska. 
• Are dependent children of a person who holds an associate, baccalaureate, or graduate degree 

from the University of Alaska. 
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• Are dependent children of an Alaska resident, as evidenced by the most current federal income 
tax return filed within the past 16 months. 

• Are participating in the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WICHE) or 
Western Regional Graduate Program (WRGP). 

• Are enrolled in four or fewer credit hours within the UA system. 
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4. REPRESENTATIVE GARDNER offered the question of the military families. 

• A student whose custodial parent or legal guardian is an Alaska resident at the time the student 

graduates from high school or is in active military service and maintains Alaska as their domicile 

state is considered an Alaska resident. 

5. CHAIR SEATON asked about the criteria for losing eligibility. 

Response: 

A student will lose edibility if the student: 

• does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation from 
high school. Military service may extend this timeline; 

• completes eight semesters of eligibility; 
• does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution; 
• does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a governor's 

scholarship; 
./ has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements imposed 

under 50 U.s.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements apply to 

the student; 
./ is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the federal 

guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this chapter; or 
./ has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not qualified 

for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department. 
• does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular semester (fall 

and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not required to maintain SAP. 

Students may regain eligibility following the completion of one full-time semester that meets the 

eligibility requirement. 
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6. CHAIR SEATON requested a more detailed explanation of the role of GED's • 

• The GPS does not include a pathway for a G.E.D. 

• The language of 14.43.820 addresses the requirement for home school students to meet both 

the curricular requirements necessary to achieve a diploma and the rigorous curriculum 

demands of the GPS. It is not a pathway for a G.E.D. 

• Some states have a GED pathway to a scholarship. The points on a G.E.D. are used to qualify a 

student's attendance. 

Hathaway GED Criteria 

A student who attended a Wyoming high school, did not graduate, took the GED, and whose class has 
graduated, may qualify for a Hathaway Scholarship. Below are ACT and GED score requirements for 
Hathaway Scholarships. Students below a 550 GED do not qualify for UW admission. 
Opportunity Minimum GED of 500, and minimum ACT of 19 
Performance Minimum GED of 540, and minimum ACT of 21 
Honors Minimum GED of 575, and minimum ACT of 25 

Information on Taking the GED in Alaska 
The GED (General Educational Development) test in Alaska is a 5-part national exam for the high school 
equivalency; the five GED tests cover reading, writing, science, social studies and mathematics, and are 
taken individually. The GED test may be taken by any adult over 18 who is not currently enrolled in a 
high school diploma program; persons 16 to 18 years old must have written documentation that they 
have withdrawn from school, such as a transcript or withdrawal slip, and legal emancipation 
documentation or a parent or guardian's signature before GED testing is allowed. Two retests, per test 
purchased, are available for each of the five sections; there are no limits to how many times a person 
can retake the test. Your total score on the GED in Alaska must be at least 2,250 points and no one test 
can have a lower score than 410. The GED test is submitted to the Alaska Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, where the score is computed. All GED applicants must reside in the state of 
Alaska at the time of their GED testing application; tests must also be taken at an official GED testing 
center in Alaska. Testing sites for the GED in Alaska include, but are not limited to, Anchorage, Nome, 
Kenai Peninsula, Homer, Palmer, Juneau, Sitka, Fairbanks, Dillingham, Soldotna and Kodiak . 

•• UA Associate Vice President, Saichi Oba will follow up with the committee on G.E.D.'s administered by 

the outlying UA campuses. 
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7. Representatives Munoz and Wilson would like more information on the disparity between 

the cost of attending UA and technical schools. Why is the GPS set at $3,000 per year for the 

eTE? 

Response: 
The eTE scholarship is an average. It could be increased to include room and board costs. 

Estimated 2009-2010 UAF Annual Costs 

FlfEsHMEr.i~~d SOPHOMOR:ES . 
/ ~-....:.-':' 

~-'-,---; ---, :"---:-- ":'~;.'t,_,~".,-;-:-~ ·:n-."';,::--~· ---"'-.-.~~ '.,,- ; 
Alaska Resident':. Non-Resident"WUE~* '.1 -- ,'~- ~,.-- - "' ---, _ ..... ' ._'-. -'- ----. :...-------.- ... - -_. , -."-- - -' , ,-

Tuition and Fees* $5,138 $15,218 $7,298 
(30 credits, 100-200-level classes) 

, , $6,80:2 .' 
-:;.., ·T 

Room and' Board'\" . , 
; .. ' •• ' v ~ ': _ < " , • 1,,' • ; '<;0 ,- ,-. :;:', _c':' _ .' '. -~ " '. , 1 ' .' " '-'," ,,' i{double room & 19 meals/week on campus)' . 
• - •• ~- -,:. <' •..•• _ .• ---', .. ,- -'-"-~."'--"- -.-.-"--.'"..:.---~--:"- , .-' - , • ..< - - ~ ..... 

ANNUAL TOTAL 

iUNIORSand SENIOR~ 
:':-"', -

::." .r 
. ~ ., '. ' 

Tuition and Fees* 
(30 credits, 300-400-level classes) 

Roo~ and Board' <, ; :~'->, '.' .': . 
{double rod~. &. "19 meals/Jveek an campus} 

, ." ,<" • , • • • , 

ANNUAL TOTAL 

GRADUAT,(STUDEI'..iTS.·' . 

Tuition and Fees· 
(18 credits, 600-level classes) 

. " ..• - .• '" 'r ... ·-

, ~ . 

Roomand Board:'" , '; ", , .L ::: ' .. ' 

$11,940 $22,020 $14,100 

,ll.laska Re~icientr, N~-;;;R~~id~~t . .'WUE**: 
.).,;-",. -:-~'-:.,:: .. ---,.-:.-,,"- -_.' . 

$5,678 $15,788 $8,108 

r$6,8Q2 ~ ,<" ...• ',;' $6;8qi ",~:,:, $,6,802 ' 
~, 

'.~ '" 
$12,480 $22,590 $14,910 

" 

.' , 'Alaska Resident Non~Resident."" 
, .. --

$6,536 $12,602 

':', '~$6,802-, ,", "Y'" "$6:80:2 
~. . -, 

(double room & 19 meals/week 'on campus) , 
~ " "' • ',_ .~. _ .• ' .. _ .'.:A--. ,'. ___ ' __ .->..<_" ... __ ' __ '.~ .~:..-. do. .~ :.~:.~'~;-,-l. '~,:~. 

ANNUAL TOTAL $13,338 

,-."." - : -..... -. -
ALL STUDENTS ' 

Books/Supplies 

, "'" , ""-~-Li~T~~' Off ca.,{~~~'-
__ .d ,. _ • ____ ~ __ ~~_, ___ •• ~ _. ___ ".""", ___ ",._ 

:Miscellaneous/Personal 

Transportation 

$1,300 

,$2;070 ' 

$1,800 

".J. 

$19,404 

.-r.,~. .'-.~. ~ -- • __ ._- ':, 

" ,l~v}I1~()nE~pu~~-'-~_,_, 
$1,300 

,$2,070 . 

$432 

., 

• Includes Wood Center student life, student government, technology, transportation, UA network, othletics, Student Recreation Center and 
health center fees. Does not include health insurance, books, supplies, travel, parking, miscellaneous expenses or special costs associated with 

international or exchange students. Costs are subject to change, 
n Western Undergraduate Exchange 

Department of Education and Early Development 
February 16, 2010 
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AVTEC Training Dates 

Alaska Culinary Academy 
'Professional Cooking & Baking, 210 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/16/10, 08/16/10 to 06/30/11 

Alaska Maritime Training Center Courses 
• Marine License Preparation - Master Mate, 45 training days 
TBA 
IQualified Member of the Engine Department (QMED) Oiler, 60 training days 
Offered 09/07/10 to 12/02/10 
ISee all AVTEC Maritime training dates and costs 
(Complete class listing) 

Allied Health Department - Anchorage Training Facility 
ICertified Nurse Assistant (CNA), 38 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 02/26/10, 02/03/10 to 03/30/10, 03/08/10 to 04/28/10, 
04/05/10 to OS/27/10,05/05/10 to 06/29/10, 06/07/10 to 08/03/10, 07/12/10 to 09/01/10 

llicensed Practical Nurse (LPN), 176 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 11/18/10, 08/16/10 to 07/01/11 

Applied Technologies Department 
IAutomotive Technology, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
ICombination Welding, 172 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/04/11 
I Diesel/Heavy Equipment Technologies, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10,08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
I Industrial Electricity, 197 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 6/09/11 
IPipe Welding, 75 training days 
Offered 01/19/10 to 05/05/10, 09/01/10 to 12/17/10 
I Power Plant Operation, 40 training days 
Offered 01/11/10 to 03/05/10, 03/17/10 to 05/11/10 
IStructural Welding, 97 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 06/11/10, 08/16/10 to 01/17/11 

Information Technology Department 
IBusiness & Office Technology, 183 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/19/11 
'Information Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
IWeb Development Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 07/12/11 

Building Trades Technology 
'Facility Maintenance Construction Trades, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
IPlumbing & Heating, 102 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to OS/28/10 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 
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Program 

Qualified Member 
of the Engine 
Department 
(QMED) Oiler 

Marhle Li,cense 
Preparation -­
Master Mate 

Certified Nurse 
Assistant 

f Uc~nsed Practical 
! Nurse 

Tuition 

$1,650. 

$1,650. 

$1,320. 

$5,0.0.0. 

$2,750. 

AVTEC Training Cost * Costs Effective July 1, 2009 

Technology 
Feel 

$150. 

Security 
Deposit 

$50. 

$150.' .$50. . 

N/A 
N/A 

'$150. .. $50. 

$150. $50. 

Student 

Service 
Fee· 

$75 

$75 

N/A 

N/A 

$75 

Meal 

Plan4 

$1,573 

,$1,0.86 . 

N/A 

~/A 

$3,40.0. 

Dormitory 
Fees 

$1,820. 

. ; 
$1,i6o. 

N/A 

$4,40.0. 

Dorm 
Security 
Deposit) 

$20.0. 

, 
'$20.0. 

~:.' 

N/A 

N/A: 

$20.0. 

Books! 
Supplies

2 

sold by 
AVTEC 

$155 

Tools/ 
Supplies 
Not sold 

by 
AVTEC 

$655 

Total 

$6,328 

'~"' -~. 

$30.2 N/A '. '$4,773. 

$580. N/A $1,90.0. 

"',,.. -- , 

$360 $5,560 

$1,80.0. N/A $12,825 
Business & Office 
Technology 
Inform·'::a:;tiO::n:-:-~"7":----""'--"":"-,""",,..-~· $3,40.0.". '.' '" -'-~~--::-""NiA ". $13,625 

,,$2,750. .\ $150. " $50. i $75 ..... $90.0. $20.0... $?,6o.o. -. ;.:, . 
Technology .-",,-_-,---,-_~-,-'-"':" ';,;."-,'-__ -" ___ "-_.:..."-_""-_"-~ _ _'__....: __ _'_'~ .. ,,"'1,;' .... 
Web 
Development 
Technology 

,Professional :~"l­
Cooking '\ ; 

- & Baking 

Automotive 
Technology 

$2,750. 

, $2,750. 

$2,750. 

$150. $50. 

.' 
$156 ' , ' $50. 

$150. $50. 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A $2,40.0. N/A $5,350. 

:. $75' :'. $3,40.6 ;$1,425 

$75 
$3,40.0. 

$4,40.0. $20.0. $60.0. $3,600 $15,225 
-~~._-""'''''''''' __ '~_'_' _______ ~~':-'' __ " ~--::-V':~~-~"r_---~----~'~'~_"""'-'----' 
DieselfHeavv,' . ., .', ".'> '" $3400. • $4'40.0. ....• . 
Equipment' .' $2,750. . $150. $50.'· $75 ". ' '.. $20.0. 
Technologies - " . , 

$1,0.50. 
,.-, 

$20.0. $950. $2,30.0. $14,275 
Electricity 
Industrial 

$2,750. $150. $50. $75 
$3,40.0. 

$4,40.0. 

~---.-.;'"-~'--"-. -. '-. --'~~---C---"""'--~"""-$1i"7o."o.:--'-~'-' --"-""'-"---:7$"'57-',?--'-" '$"7-00,-. -. ,-$7
7
-.,1-' 9-5' "'.'j 

I Pipe weldi~g"-; '. $1,6~o.:.~. $150. .. ;, ':"$5o.~ __ . '$75 . , $2,.10.0.' $260. • . 
""--" "--~-....<.. --.- --'---:':':',-----,,;...---~ 

Power Plant $1,320. $150. $50. $75 $975 $1,120. N/A N/A $420. $4,110. 
Operation 
Structu;;;-~-' " '~-.-.-':----~:---'-,-.$1,7o.o. . :l 

. Welding, ,$2,20.0. .... ~15o. " ... $So. · .... $75,,, .• · $2,20.0. $2Qo. $?2o." ,$60.0., ·:·.$8,o.~ 
.~~__ .~~~~~_-C __ ~~~. 

Combination $3,400 
Welding $2,750. $150. $50. $75 

Facility 
Maintenance/ 
Construction 
Trades 

Plumbing & 
Heating 

$2,750. 

$2,20.0. 

$150. $50. $75 

$150. $50. $75 

Department of Education and Early Development 
February 16, 2010 

$4,400 $20.0. 

$3,400 
$4,40.0. $20.0. 

$1,70.0. 
$2,20.0. $20.0. 

$1,500 $80.0. $13,325 

$650. $2,0.00 $13,675 

$236 $1,70.0. $8,511 
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8. Rep. Seaton would like to know what the definition of a part-time student is. 

Response: 

• Part-time students carry between 6 and 11 credits during a semester. Full-time students 

carry 12 or more credits per semester. 

• Students who attend part-time use up a semester of eligibility. 

• Students who attend during a summer session use up a semester of eligibility. 

9. Special Education and the GPS 

Response: 

AS 14.30.180 Purpose. It is the purpose of AS14.30.180 - 14.30.350 to provide an appropriate public 

education for each child with a disability in the state who is at least three years of age but less than 22 

years of age; (2) allow procedures and actions necessary to comply with the requirements of federal 

law, including 20 U.S.c. 1400 -1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.) 

10. Representatives Edgmon and Buch asked about the Alternative Pathways: How will decisions 

be made pursuant to Section 14.43.830? 

Response: 

The Commissioner will develop in conjunction with the State Board of Education, a process to consider 

requests for a make-up procedure or alternative pathway for students who are not eligible for a 

scholarship to make up a deficit by alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that 

would make it unfair not to allow the student to make up the deficit. 

Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education require an opportunity for public hearing, 

comment and public discussion. 

11. Rep. Seaton asked if a student is able to graduate from a high school out of state and then 

enroll in an Alaska high school in an effort to gain eligibility of the GPS; essentially graduating 

from high school twice? 

Response: 

Practice in Alaska is to request the student's transcripts from the sending school. This practice allows 

the receiving Alaska high school to verify whether or not the student has in fact already graduated from 

an out of state high school. 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 
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The purpose of this document is to provide a quick glance at the 22 scholarship programs cited by the 
Taylor Foundation. Ever since Governor Parnell proposed the Governor's Performance Scholarship 
(GPS) people make references to 22 similar state programs. The GPS is a merit-only program, and the 
argument for this tends to cite the successes of these 22 other programs. Here I will show some 
additional information behind this number, primarily looking at the needs-based components within 
these programs. 

To produce this list I researched the programs and states listed on the Taylor Foundation website 
labeled as "Taylor Plan States." The eligibility requirements listed are the most relevant to the 
scholarship discussions in the State of Alaska. 

• 12 ofthe State programs cited by the Taylor Foundation have some sort of needs-based 
component (Arkansas, California, Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wyoming). 

o Of these 12, all but Wyoming have demonstrable financial need as an eligibility 
requirement. Wyoming's need component kicks in when remaining unmet need exists. 

• Rhode Island's program is actually a private non-profit. The non-profit's focus is on low­
income families 

• Information on Alabama is incomplete, and ofthe State scholarship programs listed, only 2 are 
general scholarships (one of which is needs-based, the other has no clear merit requirements). 

To demonstrate financial need many programs have family income ceilings or require the F AFSA. 
Those with notable income ceilings are: Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and 
Tennessee. 

For more information contact Ryan Buchholdt 
rbuchholdt@gmail.com 
(907) 317-2980 

This document was created by Ryan Buchholdt as part of his Civic Engagement capstone at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. Ryan is a member ofUAA's Student Government and has been 
working on financial aid legislation for the past 2 years (SB331HB94 - the Alaska Achieves Incentive 
Program). 



412 

Alabama: The Taylor Foundation lists: "Passed by the Legislature, not yet funded - 2003" 
Unclear what program is being referenced. Most State financial aid programs in Alabama are specific, 
aside from 2 financial assistance grants: Alabama Student Assistance Program (needs-based, $300-
$2,500 I year) and the Alabama Student Grant Program (up t6 $1,200 I year). 

There are 2 programs under construction, but both are college savings plans. 

http://www.ache.state.al.us/StudentAsst/Programs.htm 

Arkansas: Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Key requirements: 

• demonstrate financial need 
• ACT of at least 15 
• 4 units of English (emphasis on writing), 3 units of Natural Sciences (1 of Biology, 1 of 

Chemistry or Physics, 1 of any natural science), 4 units of Math (Algebra I and II, Geometry, 
and 1 advanced math course), 3 units of Social Studies (1 of American History, I of World 
History, 12 of Civics or Government), 2 units of a Foreign Language. 

Award of up to $3,500 annually. 

http://acs.adhe.edulaidprograms.html 
http://acs.adhe.edulpdfs/falacs core aug 2006.pdf 

California: The Cal Grant Program 
Key eligibility requirements: have demonstrated financial need, have family income and assets below 
ceilings, minimum GPA: 

• GED applicable 
• Includes a level for vocational education 
• Grants are primarily entitlements based on F AFSA 
• If denied the entitlement, competitiveness grants can be given based on GP A and financial 

need 

http://www.calgrants.org/index.cfm?navld=IO. 

Florida: Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
3 levels: 
I) Academic Scholars Award 

• 3.5 GPA 
• 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of 

Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab ), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units of a Foreign 
Language. 

• 75 hours of approved community service 
• Scored 1270 on SAT or 28 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections) 

2) Medallion Scholars Award 

• 3.0 GPA 
• 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of 

Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units ofa Foreign 
Language. 
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• No community service requirement 
• _Scored 970 on SAT or 20 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections) 

3) Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award 
• 3.0 weighted GP A wi a 4-year diploma and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a minimum of three 

vocational credits in one vocational program 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (including Algebra 1),3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units of 

Social Sciences, I unit of Practical Arts, Y, in Life Management Skills, Y, in Personal Fitness, 
y, in Physical Education, 2 units ofa Foreign Language. Plus a minimum of three Vocational 
Job-Preparatory or Technology Education Program credits in one vocational program. 

htm:llwww.floridastudentfinancialaid.orglssfadlbf/acadreguire.htm 

Georgia: Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally (HOPE) 
Eligibility: must meet one: 

• 3.0 College Preparatory Diploma or 3.2 other diploma type 
• Eligible home school program with 3.0 GPA 
• Score in 85th percentile for ACT or SAT 
• 3.0 in 30 semester hours or 45 quarterly hours of college degree-level courses. 

The award for public institution covers tuition, HOPE-approved fees, book allowance ($100 I quarter 
or $150 I semester). 

http://www.gacollege411.orglFinancial Aid PlanningIHOPE Program/Georgia sHOPE Scholarshi 
p Program Overview.aspx 

Indiana: Twenty-first Century Scholars Program 
Stated goal: "The Twenty-first Century Scholars Program began in 1990 as Indiana's way of raising 
the educational aspirations of low and moderate-income families. The program aims to ensure that all 
Indiana families can afford a college education for their children." 

Eligibility requirements: 
• meet applicable family income ceilings (http://www.in.gov/ssacil2380.htm) 
• Make a commitment to the Scholars Pledge (will graduate high school, will get at least a 2.0 

GPA, will not use drugs or commit a crime, will apply to eligible Indiana university, with apply 
on time Jar financial aid) (http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2374.htm) 

Award: the cost of 4 years of undergraduate tuition at public institutions. 

http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2345.htm 

Kentucky: Kentucky Education Excellence Scholarship (KEES) 
Eligibility: 

• 2.5 GPA in any year of High School 
• 4 units of Language Arts, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Science, 3 units of Social Sciences, Y, unit 

of Health, Y, unit of Physical Education, I unit of Art Appreciation, 7 units of Electives (from 
the listed subjects, more rigorous than the minimum courses required for graduation) 
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Additionally there is a bonus award for students who received a score of 15 on ACT or 710 on SAT 
(critical reading and math). 

Award: annual scholarship amount varies by high school GPA and ACT score (for bonus only). A 3.00 
GPA gives $250 / year of college. 

http://www .kheaa.org/we bsi telkheaalkees?main= 1 

Louisiana: Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) 
TOPS Core curriculum: (http://www.osfa.state.la.us/MainSitePDFs/Core Curriculum I.pdO 

• 4 units of English 
• 3 units of Math 
• 3 units of Science 
• 1 additional unit of Math or Science 
• 3 units of Social Studies 
• 2 units of a Foreign Language 
• 1 unit of Fine Arts 
• Yz unit of Computer Science 

There are 4 components: 
1) TOPS Opportunity Award: 2.5 GP A and ACT of 20 
2) TOPS Performance Award: 3.0 GPA and ACT of23 
3) TOPS Honors Award: 3.0 GPA and ACT of27 
4) TOPS Tech Award: 2.5 GPA, ACT of 17, and 17 Tech Core unit for Option 1, 19 for Option 2 

Awards: based on TOPS level and University. 

http://www.osfa.state.la.us/TOPS.htm 
http://www.osfa.state.la.us/ 

Maryland: Educational Excellence Awards Program 
2 components: 
1) Guaranteed Access (GA) Grant 
(http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financialAidlProgramDescriptions/prog ga.asp) 

• 2.5 GPA in high school 
• Must demonstrate financial need and family income must be under certain ceilings 

Award: 100% of financial need, capped at $14,300 

2) Educational Assistance (EA) Grant 
(http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financiaIAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog ea. asp ) 

• Must demonstrate financial need 
• Applicants ranked by Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) as reported on the F AFSA 

Award: 40% of need for 4-year institutions, 60% of need for community colleges, capped at 
$3,000. 
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Missouri: Academic Bright Flight Scholarship Program 
Eligibility: 

• ACT or SAT score in the top 3% of the state. For 2010 it was raised to 5%. 

Award: $2,000 / year. 
Starting in 2010-2011 Academic year the award will be divided between two levels determined by 
ACT or SAT score. ACT of 31 or above will receive $3,000 / year, while ACT of 30 will receive 
$1,000/ year 

http://www.dhe.mo.gov/brightflight.shtml 
Mississippi: Higher Education Legislative Plan for Needy Students (HELP) 
"Created by the Mississippi Legislature this program is designed to provide tuition assistance to 
qualified students whose financial need, as demonstrated by federal student aid eligibility, will not be 
met with gift aid from other sources." 

Eligiblity: 
• 2.5 GPA 
• Score of 20 on ACT 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (Algebra I and II, 1 unit of advanced math), 3 units of 

Science (1 of Biology, 1 of Chemistry, I other), 3 units of Social Studies (I of American 
History, I of World History, I of Civics or Economics), I unit of Fine Arts, 2 units ofa 
Foreign Language, Y, unit of Computer Science, I elective from above subjects. 

• Family income must be under certain ceilings 
(http://www.mississippi.edulpg2c/glomer/upload repo/fileslHELP adj gross income.pdf) 

• Demonstrate financial need via the F AFSA 

Award: Tuition and required fees at a public institution, or if attending a private institution an award 
equal to the nearest comparable public institution. 

http://www.mississippi.edulriseupms/financialaid-step3-grants-loans.php?article id=225 
http://www.mississippi.edulpg2c/glomer/upload repo/files/HELP core regs.pdf 

Nevada: Millennium Scholarships 
Eligibility: 

• 3.25 GPA 
• Must pass all areas of the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam 
• 4 units of English, 4 units of Math (including Algebra II), 3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units 

of Social Science and History 

Award: based on per-credit basis. Within the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) Scholars 
will receive $40/ lower division credit and $60 / upper division credit, capped at 12 credits / semester. 
Scholars attending eligible institutions outside ofNSHE will receive $80 / credit. 

https://nevadatreasurer.gov/docurnents/milienniurnlDoc-FactSheet.pdf 

New Mexico: New Mexico Scholars Program 
Eligiblity: 

• 3.0 GPA in high school 
• ACT score of 25 OR SAT of 1140 OR top 5% of graduating class 
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• Total combined family income cannot exceed $30,000 with one family member in college, 
$40,000 with two in college 

Award: covers tuition, fees, and books 

http://www.unm.eduJ-schollfreshmeninmscholars.html 

North Carolina: Legislative College Opportunity Program 
"The College Opportunity Program will recruit future students who might not otherwise finish high 
school or continue on to college. The program will provide financial and academic incentives that will 
encourage socially and economically disadvantaged students to do well in middle grades and high 
school and enroll in college following graduation. Improvement in academic performance, high school 
graduation rates, college going rates, and college graduation rates of under-performing students will be 
principal goals of the program." 

Eligibility: 
• "Be a first-generation college student and/or come from a family with an annual income that 

qualifies the family as disadvantaged based on federal guidelines" 
• Maintain a B or better average throughout high school 
• Maintain public school attendance of 95% 
• Complete the PSAT and SAT or ACT 
• Complete at least 15 hours of community service per year 
• Remain drug free 

Award: First year assistance that will cover tuition, fees, and books. 

htto:llwww.northcarolina.eduJpolicy/index.php?pg=vs&id=467 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program or Oklahoma's Promise 
Eligibility: 

• 2.5 GPA 
• Family income must be $50,000 or less 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Lab Sciences, 3 units of History and Citizenship, 

2 units ofa Foreign Language, I additional unit from listed subjects, and I unit of Fine Arts 

Award: pays tuition at public institutions, and partial tuition at eligible private institutions. 

http://www.okhlghered.org/okpromise/student-reguirements.shtmI 
http://www.okhighered.org/okpromise/reguired-courses.shtml 

Rhode Island: Children's Crusade for Higher Education 
Private, non-profit focused on "reducing school dropout,rates and to increasing educational and career 
success for youth from low-income urban communities." 

Eligibility: 
• "Earn admission to an accredited college, university, junior college or trade school within one 

year of graduation or participate in a RI union apprenticeship or industry training program 
within one year of graduation" 
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• Full-time student 
• Are low-income 

Award: Varies by the kind of school and demonstrated need. Maximum scholarship is equal to the 
Federal Pell Grant ($4,310) or the school's tuition, whichever is lower. 

www.childrenscrusade.org 

South Carolina: Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarships 
Eligibility: 2 of the 3 following: 

• 3.0 High School GPA 
• SAT score of 1100 OR ACT score of24 
• In top 30% of graduating class 

Award: $5,000/year, with $4,700 for tuition and $300 for books. 

http://www.clemson.eduifinaidiLIFEnew.htm 

Tennessee: Education Lottery Scholarship Program (TELS) 
There are a few components under this program: 

Tennessee HOPE Scholarship: $4,000 for 4-year institutions or $2,000 for 2-year institutions 
Eligibility: 

• ACT of21 OR SAT of980 
• High school GPA of 3.0 

Tennessee HOPE Access Grant: $2,750 for 4-year institutions or $1,750 for 2-year institutions 
Eligibility: 

• ACT of 18-20 OR SAT of 860-970 
• Family adjusted gross income $36,000 or less 

General Assembly Merit Scholarship (GAMS) : $1,000 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• ACT of29 OR SAT of 1280 
• High school GPA of3.75 

Aspire Award: $1,500 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• Meeting HOPE Scholarship requirements 
• Family adjusted gross income of $36,000 or less 

Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant: $2,000 
Eligibility: 

• Available to all students enrolled at Tennessee Technology Center who are Tennessee residents 
1 year prior to entrollment. 

http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/moncollege/lotteryscholars.htm 
http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/mon college/sch app pdfs/ScholarshipData I 02009 .pdf#DFE9 .pdf 
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Texas: Toward Excellence Access & Success 
"The Texas Legislature established the TEXAS (Towards EXcellence, Access and Success) Grant to 
make sure that well-prepared high school graduates with financial need could go to college." 

Eligibility: 
• Show financial need and have an Estimated Family Contribution of $4,000 or less 
• Completed Recommended High School Program (4 units of English, 4 units of Math, 4 units of 

Science, 4 units of Social Studies, 2 units of a Foreign Language, 1 unit of fine Arts, 1 unit of 
Technology Applications, 1 Y, units of Physical Education, Y, units of Health Education, 1/5 
units of Speech, 3 Y, units of electives) OR Distinguished Achievement Program (score 3 or 
above on AP exam, or 4 on International Baccalaureate exam; Complete an original project; 
PSAT score qualifYing you as a "Commended Scholar"; earn 3. 0 on classes that count as 
college credit). 

Award: $6,080/ year at public universities and state colleges, $1,780 at community colleges, $2,680 at 
public technical colleges, and $3,808 at private institutions. 

http://www.collegefortexans.comlindex.cfm?ObjectID=E81912EO-DF96-53C5-8EE I C469C7298F 15 
Recommended High School Program: 
http://www.coliegefortexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID=B5696E87 -DOEE-F50 1-7D8D3 898E6BO 18D6 
Distinguished Achievement Program 
http://www.collegefortexans.comlindex.cfm?ObjectID=D4 D077EF -E089-7788-
D2CC15BB69A2494B 

Virginia: Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program 
"The purpose of the Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program (VGAP) is to provide an incentive to 
financially needy students now attending elementary and secondary school in Virginia to raise their 
expectations and their academic performance and to consider higher education an achievable objective 
in their future. The law requires that the awards to undergraduates be proportional to need so that the 
students with the greatest need receive the largest awards." 

Eligibility: 
• Demonstrate financial need 
• High school GPA of2.5 
• Be slassified as a dependent for federal aid purposes 

Awards: varies by institution, but neediest students will receive at least the cost of tuition. 

http://www.schev.eduistudents/factsheetVGAP.asp?from= 

West Virginia: Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizing In-State Student Excellence 
(pROMISE) Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• 3.0 High School GPA (or whatever is considered a "B" average) 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 4 units of Social Sciences, 3 units of Natural Sciences 
• ACT composite of22 (w/ 20 in all 4 subsections) OR an SAT composite of 1020 

Award: $4,750/ year or the cost of tuition and mandatory fees, whichever is less. 
http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edulindex.php?option-com content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=O/home.asp 

~ 
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Wyoming: Hathaway Scholarship Program 
The Hathaway Scholarship Program has three levels, each of which has a secondary needs-based 
component. 

Opportunity: $800/ semester; 25% ofunmet need: $100-$750/ semester 
• High school GPA of2.5 
• ACTofl9 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements', except the Foreign Language requirement 

Performance: $1,200 / semester; 25% of unmet need: $100-$750 / semester 
• High school GPA of3.0 
• ACTof21 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements' 

Honors: $1,600/ semester; 100% of unmet need: $1 OO-total unmet need. 
• High school GPA of3.5 
• ACT of25 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements' 

• Curriculum requirements: 
• 4 years of Math 
• 4 years of Science 
• 3 years of Social Studies 
• 4 years Language Arts 
• 2 years of a Foreign Language 

http://www.kI2.wy.us/Hathaway.asp 
http://www.uwyo.edu/hathaway/eligibility.asp 
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Resolution of the State Board of Education & Early Development 

The Governor's Performance Scholarship 

Resolution 03-2010 

yv"HEREAS, the proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship (GPS) invites Alaska's high 
school students to challenge themselves with a rigorous course of study; 

yv"HEREAS, the GPS encourages high schools to offer four years of science and math courses as 
well as the currently required four years of language arts courses and three years of social studies 
courses; 

\VHEREAS, the GPS recognizes a variety of meritorious students by awarding technical and 
academic scholarships to students with grade point averages ranging from C+ to A; 

Yv'HEREAS, the GPS serves students in public schools, private schools and home schools; 

WHEREAS, the GPS encourages parents and guardians to participate in planning their students' 
high school career; 

Yv'HEREAS, the GPS encourages students to complete high school and be better prepared to 
attend a postsecondary institution; 

vVHEREAS, the GPS helps Alaska's families afford postsecondary education; 

WHEREAS, the GPS encourages students to receive their postsecondary education in Alaska; 

WHEREAS, the GPS recognizes the value and variety of Alaska's private and public 
postsecondary education institutions; 

WHEREAS, the GPS will help Alaska to train its own highly skilled work force; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the State Board of Education & Early Development strongly 
supports !.'1e proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship to meet the academic and financial 
needs of Alaska's youth. . 

!L1U. /3 /(i It) 
January 13, 2010 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA BOARD OF REGENTS 

A Resolution in Support of the Governor's Performance Scholarship 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska does not provide enough need based or grant aid for students seeking 
postsecondary education compared to most other states; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska began the UA Scholars program in 1999, which has grown in usage 

over time and is funded entirely out of the university's Land Grant Trust Fund; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Sean Parnell has proposed the Governor's Performance Scholarship, a grade- and 

curriculum based program that would provide financial assistance for students wishing to attend a 
postsecondary institution within the state of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska Board of Regents has long supported all efforts to increase access to 

postsecondary education, workforce training and lifelong learning; and increased financial aid, both 

merit- and need-based, is critical for improving access to higher education for both rural and urban 
residents as well as current and future students; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents supports Governor 
Sean Parnell's proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents urges additional support from 

the Alaska Legislature for both merit- and need-based programs that will be before the Alaska 
Legislature in the 2010 session; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be appropriately engrossed and conveyed to the 

Honorable Governor Sean Parnell and Honorable members of the Alaska State Legislature, with a copy 

to be incorporated into the official minutes of the November 30-December 1, 2009 meeting of the 
University of Alaska Board of Regents. 
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~ .. ~FAIRBANKS Interior Alaska - The "Place" To Do Business 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Introduced By: 
Date Introduced: 
Date Passed: 
Date Transmitted: 

Kurt Newman, Education Committee Chair 
January 4, 2010 
January 11, 2010 
January 12, 2010 

RESOLUTION 10-0111 
A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GFCC) 
SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR'S PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHIP, A MERIT-BASED 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR ALASKA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

WHEREAS, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce recognizes the need to encourage our 
Alaska high school students to attain the necessary core education to enable them to go onto higher 
education or vocational training, end remain in the State as productive citizens and future leaders; and 

WHEREAS, we should work to keep our best and brightest students in Alaska after college, to position 
Alaska's economy for growth with a better prepared workforce; and 

WHEREAS, only half of Alaskan students who receive a high school diploma are academically 
prepared for post-secondary education (Greene and Winters 2005) and are ready for college-level 
reading assignments in the core study areas like math, history, science, and English (ACT, 2006); and 

WHEREAS, a more rigorous high school curriculum will prepare Alaska's high school students for 
entrance into higher education or vocational education, including the recommended four years of 
math, four years of science, four years of language arts, and three years of. social studies; and 

INVESTORS 

DIAMOND 
8P Exploration 

ConocoPhillips 
ExxonMObil 
Fairbanks Daily News-Mjr.er 
FMH & Denali Center 
Flint Hills Resources Alaska 

PLATINUM 
A1yeska Pipeline Service Co. 
CarlSOn Center 
Fred Meyer 
GCI 
Golden Heart Utili lies 
Mt McKinley Bank 
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska 

GOLD 
Alaska USA FeU 
Birchwood Homes 

· Denali State Bank 
De~lgn Alaska 
Doyon, Limited 
First National Bank Alaska 
Kjnross-Fort Knox Mine 
Laborers Union Local 942 
MAC Federal Credit Union 
The 90eing Co. 

WHEREAS, at graduation, students will receive scholarships based. on academic achievement and Uslbelli Coal Min. 

their hard work. For example, at graduation from high school, an 'A' student with a 3.5 GPA or better 
would be eligible for a 100% tuition scholarship award; a 'B' student with a 3.0 GPA or higher would be s I ~sv E R 

eligible for a 75% tuition award, and a 'C' student with at least a 2.5 GPA would be eligible for a 50% A 
· Alaska AJrlines tuition scholarship award; and' Alaska Railroad 

WHEREAS, the Governor's performance Scholarship could be used at the University of Alaska, at any 
certified, in-state job training institution and at other certified post-secondary institutions in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, by giving rnore Alaskan stUdents the opportunity to earn a scholarship like this and 
requiring it to be used at an in-state institution, we are preparing our youth as the future workforce 
leaders for Alaska. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in recognizing the importance of affordable and accessible 
higher education, and the need to encourage our youth to stay in Alaska and to provide for future 
workforce and leadership roles, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the Alaska 
Governor's Performance Scholarship Initiative. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to: 
Governor Sean Parnell, State of Alaska 
Alaska State Legislature 

AT&T 

Denali - The Alaska Gas Pipeline 
Everts Air Cargo 
FaIrbanks Natural Gas 
Flowline Alaska 
Fountainhead Development 
GVEA 

Hale & ASsociates. Inc. 
JL Properties, Inc. 
Key Bank 

· K Janitorial Services. lLC 
Northrim Bank 

Operating Engineers Local 302 
Personnel Plus 
Pogo Mine 

Santina's Flowers & Gifts 
Spirit of Alaska FCU 
Tanana Valley Clinic 
TDl ProfessIonal Staffing 
TOTE 
WAL-MART Stores. Inc. 

100 Cushman St., Suite 102 I Fairbanks. Alaska 99701-4665 I ph (907) 452·1105 I fax (907) 456-6968 I www.FairbanksChamber.org 
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Department of Education & Early Development 

Office of tire Commissioner 

Dear Alaskans, 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

Goldbelt Place 
801 West 10th Street. Suite 200 
P.D. Box 110500 
Juneau. Alaska 99811-0500 
Telephone: (907) 465-2800 
Fa.y;: (907) 465-4156 

Alaska's high school graduation rate jumped 5 percentage points last year and we graduated' 
8,000 students, 1,000 more a year than in recent years. That's great news, and it's a tribute to the 
etrorts of our families and educators. Those are 8,000 Alaskans who have pushed open the door 
to greater opportunities. . 

But many of our students still leave school without a diploma. That's why I'm excited that Gov. 
Parnell has sponsored legislation that provides families with an incentive to make high school a 
productive experience for students. 

The Governor's Performance Scholarship says to our kids: Challenge yourself in high school, 
work hard, and you can earn a substantial scholarship that helps you fulfill your goals in life. We 
call it GPS because its course requirements help students navigate through high school and into 
their careers. 

What I especially like about Gov. Pamell's program is that it creates both academic and 
career/technical scholarships. Alaska needs the talents of all of our youth. Our economy offers 
good jobs tor a variety of skills. Let's fill those jobs ourselves. 

I also like that the scholarships will be available for students with different levels of academic 
achievement. I was a school principal for decades, and J know that not every productive adult was 
an A student in high school. If you take tough courses, study hard and end up with a B or a C+ 
average, you also qualifY for a Governor's Performance Scholarship. That's only right. 

But it's not a giveaway program. Students who want to receive a Governor's Performance 
Scholarship must take four years of English, math and science, and three years of social studies. 
High school students who take a rigorous curriculum are more likely to do well in college. 

You'll be hearing a lot about the Governor's Performance Scholarship this year as the Legislature 
considers the proposal. J hope you will review the bill and talk to your legislators about it. Please 
contact Information Officer Eric Fry at 465-2851 or eric.fry@alaska.govifyou have questions. 

Sincerely, 

a7~ 
Larry LeDoux 
Commissioner 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 297 

o Publish Date: 

.;;ld~e;::n.::;tifi"le::.r.>.:(fi;::lle:.;n",a::;m",e,*):~C-::Si-iH~B:;;29::i7:1i(E:iD:;,U",)"-R"E=-V:;.-",T;:R"S-:,:0::;3;;-2",,2,,,-1:;;0======:r:::-_Dept. Affected-:;: __ T.:=R.;::e;;:v.::;en~u;re~;.;;r= __ 
Title An Act Establishing the Governor's Performance Scholarship RDU Treasury and Taxation 

-;;::;;;;:= ____________ ===,-_________ component Treasury 
Sponsor Governor 
Requester ______ --'H"'o::;u"s:::ec.:F.::in"'a"n:::c"e..:C:.:o"'m"m"'i"tte"'e::.... ______ Component Number 

Expenditures/Revenues 
Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required 

OPERATING EXPENDtTURES FY 2011 
Personal Services 60.0 
Travel 
Contractual 55.0 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 115.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 400,000.0 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipls 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 115.0 

TOTAL 115.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

FY 2011 

0.0 

0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Information 
FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 

60.0 60.0 60.0 

55.0 55.0 55.0 

115.0 115.0 115.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 
I I 
I I 

115.0 115.0 115.0 
115.0 115.0 115.0 

121 

FY 2015 
60.0 

55.0 

115.0 

I 
I 

115.0 
115.0 

FY 2016 
60.0 

55.0 

115.0 

I 
I 

115.0 
115.0 

The bill provides for a separate fund to be established in the amount of $400 million to be managed by the 
Commissioner of Revenue. It is antiCipated the fund will be managed with asset allocation of 60% fixed income and 
40% domestic equity in order to yield a real annual rate of return of 5%. These costs include investment management 
fees, audit, accounting and custody fees and are projected based on the assumptions provided by the division's 
investment advisor and the division's cost allocation plan. 

The operating budget appropriation bill funding language was removed so it is included in this fiscal note as a "capital 
expenditure" to capitalize the Governo~s Perfonmance Scholarship program when the the scholarship program passes. 

Prepared by: 
Division 

Approved by: 

Pamela Green, Comptroller 
Treasury Division 

Ginger Blaisdell, Director 
Administrative Services Division 

(Revised 11I6l2009 OMS) 

Phone 465-2300 
Dalemme 11/25/09 12:00 AM 

Date 03-22-10; 2:55pm 

Page 1 of 1 

I 



430 

ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 

The Honorable Bill Stolze 
The Honorable Mike Hawker 
Co-Chairs, Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Rooms 515, 505 
Juneau, Alaska 9980 I 

March 23, 2010 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

P. o. Box 110505 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0505 
PHONE (907) 465-6740 
FAX (907) 465-3293 

Subject: CSHB 297(EDC) - An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship 
program ... 

Dear Representatives Stolze and Hawker: 

During the committee's initial hearing on CSHB 297(EDC), members asked for 
additional information and clarification on relevant issues. The issues raised included: 

• What does the current version of the bill provide for in terms of award amounts at 
various scholarship tiers when taking into consideration family income levels? 

• Pursuant to Sec. 14.43.815. (Qualifications of applicants) (page 7, Lines 17-18), 
which requires that a scholar "meets other minimum qualifications to apply or 
continue to be eligible for a governor's performance scholarship," what, if any, 
"academic grace period" will there be to mitigate negative grade impacts a scholar 
may experience as a student transitioning from a secondary to postsecondary 
educational setting? 

In response to the first question, please find attached sample schedules which 
estimate the value of the scholarship awards at each of the three merit-based academic 
award tiers and at several levels of annual family income, 

Relative to the second question, as Commissioner LeDoux testified, the bill does 
not contain any specific allowance for a drop in a scholar's grade performance upon entry 
into their postsecondary program of study. In fact, the bill does not contain a specific 
postsecondary performance standard. This is an area in which further program 
requirements will be set out in regulation. Pursuant to Section 4 of the legislation, both 
the Department of Education and Early Development and the Alaska Commission on 
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Representatives Stolze and Hawker 
March 23, 2010 
Page -2-

Postsecondary Education are authorized to set specific programmatic standards including 
to maintain eligibility and to regain eligibility once it is lost by a student. While 
regulations have yet to be drafted, one possible model would be for students in credit­
based programs to have the continuing eligibility criteria set relative to class standing. 
Using that approach, there could be a more modest grade point average required for the 
first two semesters, and a more rigorous standard to be met subsequent to the completion 
of the third semester or end of the sophomore year. 

1 hope this information is helpful to you. Please do not hesitate to contact me if! 
can be of further assistance. 

DB/dv 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Diane Barrans 
Executive Director 
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Sample GPS Academic and Unme! Need Award Amounts 
Assumes: Minimal net assets; family size off our/one in college; dependent student, attending full-time and 
residing on campus. Cost of attendance is averaged between VAAlVAF for 2009-10 year. Actual award 
results will vary based on family size, net assets, enrollment level, eligibility for additional non-loan aid, 
dependency status of student and whether the student resides: at home, on campus, or off campus, but 
independent from parental household. 

A-level ;PS Award I bv Familv 
. , 'W,ooo 

S18,5 

Family income . 
Cost of. 
I.ess Pcll Gmnt 
R, Costs 
Less i\c·adellli , GPS 

~costs 

Jnm, Need 
.ess ceds GPS (~50% 

: Family Costs 
Total ,tate Aid 
Total ilv Paid 

Family in'come level ... 
Cost of Attendance 
Less Pcll Grant 
Remaining Costs 
Less Academic GPS 
Remaining Costs 
Less EFC 
VnmetNeed 
Less Needs GPS ((v 50%1 
Remaining Family Costs 
Total State Aid 
Total Student & Family Paid 

Family'income level 
Cost of Attendance 
Less Pel! Grant 
Remaining Costs 
Less Academic GPS 
Remaining Costs 
I.ess EFC 
VnmetNeed 
Less Needs GPS (c~ 50% 
Remaining Family Costs 
Total State Aid 
Total Student & Family Paid 

$ 

$ 

$7,1 
$5.017 

so 
$ .51)0 

.775 
$ ,725 

,772 
~953 
:.476 
:,477 

B-Ievel GPS Award by Family Income Level 

'. ' $25,000. . ': " $50000 ~:. ;:; " 

$18,500 $18500 
-$5.550 -$0 
$12,950 $18,500 
-$3.566 -$3.566 
$9384 $14934 

-$2.000 -$6.772 
$7384 $8212 

-$3.692 -$4.106 
$3,692 $4106 
$7258 $7,672 
$5692 $10,878 

C-Ievel GPS Awards bv Familv Income Level 
'. $25000' I. ' .. $50000. '. :' .. , ' 

$18 500 $18500 
-$5.550 -$0 
$12,950 $18500 
-$2378 -$2.378 
$10,572 $16 122 
-$2,000 -$6.772 
$8,572 $9350 

-$4.286 -$4.675 
$4,286 $4675 
$6,664 $7,053 
$6,286 $11,447 

$ 

$ 
-$ .1 

$4. 
$13. 

$75,000' , 

$18,500 
-$0 

$18,500 
-$3,566 
$14934 

-$14,157 
$777 

-$388 
$389 

$3,954 
$14,546 

$75000 
$18500 

-$0 
$18,500 
-$2,378 
$16,122 

-$14.157 
$1,965 
-$982 
$983 

$3,360 
$15,140 

$100,000 
$18.5 

$ 

$ 
-$ 

$4,7 
$15,41 

$100000'-'" 
$18,500 

-$0 
$18,500 
-$3.566 
$14934 

-$15.40 I 
$0 
$0 
$0 

$3,566 
$15,401 

. $100000, 

$18500 
-$0 

$18500 
-$2.378 
$16,122 

-$15.401 
$721 

-$360 
$361 

$2,738 
$15,762 

Prepared by Diane Barrans, March 23, 2010 



Helen Phillips 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ben Mulligan 
Friday, March 26, 2010 5:49 PM 
House Finance Legislation 
FW: Math and Science Offerings 

Please include this email in the packet forI8B:297":~d let them know DEED has sent follow up information for the 

committee. 

From: Herman, Marcy J (EED) [mailto:marcy.herman@alaska.gov] 
Sent: Friday, March 26, 2010 5:48 PM 
To: Ben Mulligan 
Subject: Math and Science Offerings 

Ben, 

Below is an l!Jpaatea:-chart.of-inforrnation,-The original information wasLsubmitted:earlier·this-week-on ___ h __ ~_ (...-

Tuesday. Deputy Commissioner Morse did a review of the data and asked me to submit this update. 

Could you please make sure that the House Finance Committee members are aware that this is 
available? 

Let me know if you have any questions. Thank you. 

Marcy Herman 

Special Assistant 

Office of the Commissioner 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 

P.O. Box 110500 

Juneau, AK 99811·0500 

907 -465·2803 (voice) 

907 -465-4156 (fax) 

2. How many schools do not currently offer the four years of math and science required in the GPS bill? 

School Course Offering Counts for Mathematics and Science 

339 schools were considered because they enroll high school srudents. 

• Offer less than four years of mathematics ~32 

o 2 math courses -H 16 

1 
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o 3 math courses -2+ 16 

• Offer less than four years of science -+d 65 

o 2 science courses -M 32 

o 3 science courses -4-l- 33 

Of the total 97 schools listed above 16 are the same schools, from 7 districts, that do not offer either four years of 
math and science. 

2 
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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

Goldbelt Place 

Department of Education & Early Development 

Office of the Commissioner 

80/ West Tentll Sireel. Suite 200 
P. O. Box 110500 

March 23, 2010 

The Honorable Bill Stoltze 
The Honorable Mike Hawker 
Co-ClJairs, Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 515, 505 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Jllneall. Alaska 998/ /-0500 
(907) 465-/800 
(907) 465-4156 Fa.' 

Subject: CSHB297(EDQ - An Act establishing the governor's perfonnance scholarship program ... 

Dear Representatives Stoltze and Hawker. 

During the committee's initial hearing on CSHB297(EDQ, members asked for additional infonnation and 
clarification on relevant issues. The issues included: 

1. Provide correspondence school analysis offered by Commissioner LeDoux. 

23 out of 53 public school districts offer correspondences courses. Of those 23, ten offer 
correspondence courses on a statewide basis. 

2. How many schools do not currently offer the four years of math and science required in the 
GPS bill? 

School Course Offering Counts for Mathematics and Science 

339 schools were considered because they enroll high school students. 

• Offer less than four years of mathematics 33 

0 2 math courses 12 
0 3 math courses 21 

• Offer less than four years of science 72 
0 2 science courses 31 
0 3 science courses 41 

.. 
' .. J ,.' ',-
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Representatives Stoltze & Hawker 
March 23, 2010 
pg.2 

a) What is in place to help those schools? 

Distance-delivered instruction has evolved dramatically in the last ten years as access to Internet 
technology and band,,~dth have increased. Traditional distance delivery, where a lone student 
struggles on his/her own to learn complicated concepts ~th a book and a distantly connected 
adult proctor, is very rare. Today, a number of innovative program options and strategies are 
used by districts and colleges in A1ask.1 to provide qualirycore and·elective coursework for 
students. Strategies may include: 

Learning Centers: Students using distance courses are commonly centralized into a learning 
center and actively supervised by a teacher who monitors course progress, learning focus, and 
technology utilization. Learning Center staff provide individual encouragement, instructional 
assistance and access to highly qualified teachers_ Students are encouraged to work 
collaborativelyand to assist one another. 

Access to Highly Qualified Teachers: Some districts contract Mth off-site content teachers 
to provide remote assistance for students engaged in distance coursework. Students are 
encouraged to contact their assigned specialists as necessary. E-mail is usually the form of 
contact but voice contact is also common. 

Asynchronous Distance Learning: Coursework that allows students to engage in high school 
or college-level learning activities at their own pace in any place that has Internet connectivity. 
While the quality of distance delivery options may vary, significant progress has been made to 
design and develop quality distance coursework. NJany real-time options are embedded into 
distance delivery including interactive e-mail or voice discussions ~th other students or 
instructors. Asynchronous distance learning is popular in Alaska because it does not require 
extensive band~dth to operate. Colleges and universities around the country are using this 
technology to offer college courses. 

Synchronous Distance Learning: Synchronous learning connects teachers to students in real 
time through the use of internet-based, interactive videoconferencing. Synchronous learning 
technology allows students from multiple sites to receive instruction directly from a teacher. 
Some districts are even using this technology to teach band. While synchronous delivery holds 
real promise, it is limited in use because it is a heavy user of bandMdth and sensitive to 
inclement weather. 

Alternative Education Programming: The sophistication of distance courseware has evolved 
to a point where many districts allow students in brick and mortar schools to select distance­
learning courses as an alternative to classroom instruction. 

Districts that provide asynchronous learning courseware for their students have several options 
to select courseware: 
• District-designed 
• State-approved distance delivery schools 
• Commercial 
• College and University 



, , 

437 

Representatives Stoltze & Hawker 
March 23, 2010 
pg.3 

3. Please speak to the reallocation of funding to districts in an effort to achieve the realignment 
of resources that would create the GPS curriculum, virtual school, etc. 

In Moore v. State of Alaska, Judge Gleason determined that districts do in fact have adequate 
resources to address students' educational needs. Districts v/iIl have to determine how to reallocate 
those resources in order to meet the scholarship program requirements. 

Districts that offer distance options are responsible for the cost of the program A number of 
commercial vendors are available. The vast majority of districts, if not all, support some form of 
distance delivety for students. The most commonly used COl1'Cspondence vendors are Brigham 
Young University and University of Nebraska; both charge $125 per credit hour. In addition, 
districts may contract with other Alaska districts to provide distance delivered courses. 

4. Does EED know how much work must be done technologically to deliver GPS curriculum? 

As part of a federal report for Title II, Part D, all districts reported by school the Internet access for 
their unduplicated number of instmctional computers in spring of 2009, with updates in the fall 
2010. This report shows that all districts' schools have computers with Internet connectivity listed as 
high speed. Two schools in the Aleutian Region school district have Ollly computers with dial-up 
capability. All Alaska schools would have the ability to participate in distance education with their 
current Internet capability. It is important to note that there will be a four-year phase-in of the 
program's requirements. This will allow time for districts to implement delivety strategies. 

Over rwenty districts have videoconferencing available to each of their school sites. About a half 
dozen of these districts are offering synchronous classes taught by district staff including Aleutian 
East, Bering Strait, Kodiak, Kuspuk, Lower Kuskokwim, and Yukon-Koyukuk school districts. In 
addition, other school districts are offering online courses, mostly asynchronous, including 
Anchorage, Craig, Delta Greely, Kenai, Petersburg and Wrangell. Most districts offer CIE and 
dual-credit courses as needed. O:>mmissioner leDoux has spoken to nearly all Superintendents and 
each one believes that he or she can implement the required curriculum for this program. 

5. Explain how the residency requirements will work. 

An option for residency requirement could be phrased as follows: 

For pUlposes of the program, a student 
(1) must have been physically present in this state for one year before claiming Alaska 

residency status that qualifies the student for the program; 
(2) does not forfeit Alaska residency status by traveling outside this state after graduation 

from high school if the student 
(A) does not claim residency in another state; and 
(B) at all times maintains an intent to remain in this state indefinitely. 

6. Why won't students be allowed to take the scholarship out of state if Alaska does not 
provide the training necessary? 
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Representatives Stoltze & Hawker 
March 23, 2010 
pg.4 

Currently the program goals do not provide for a student to attend school out-of-state with the 
Governor's Performance Scholar.;hip. The goals of the Governor's Performance Scholarship 
include: 
1. increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 
2. improving academic perfonnance of students in kindergarten through grade 12 in the state; 
3. improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary education; 
4. improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high schools in the state; 
5. increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college entrance examinations; 
6. increasing job training opportunities in the state; 
7. improving the postsecondary academic achievement and graduation rates of students in the state; 
8. expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pur.;ue postsecondary opportunities; 
9. providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state; 
10. increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska postsecondary institutions. 

7. How will EED provide for extensions outside of military service? 

The extensions outside of military service will be regulated by the State Board of Education. The 
Department of Education and Early Development will recommend an appeal process that will take 
into consideration each student's specific circumstance. 

8. Members were seeking information on potential costs of CTE programs. 

The cost of attendance at career and technical schools varies considerably. The highest cost of 
tuition at A V1EC is $5,000 for the Licensed Practieal Nur.;e program (176 training days) and $1,320 
for the Certified Nur.;e Assistant (38 training days). The cost of tools for the Automotive 
Technology (197 training days) and the DieseVHeavy Equipment (197 training days) programs are 
both higher than the cost of tuition. The tuition for the majority of programs at A V1EC are below 
$3,000. Many of the programs at A V1EC are between 9-12 months. The scholar.;hip program 
provides tuition for up to two year.;. 

Students who qualify for one of the academic performance scholar.;hips may carry that award to an 
approved technical school program. This is significant in that the majority of the career and 
technical school programs in Alaska are offered by the Univer.;ity of Alaska. Students who earn a 
career and technical scholar.;hip may use it at the Univmity of Alaska towards a program that leads 
to a certificate. 

The unmet financ~'ll need proposed by the GPS will assist those students who qualify for a career 
and technical education GPS aw,lrd and have unmet financial need. Unmet need includes the cost 
of room and board, tools and other costs of attendance. 

AVTEC Training Dates 
Alaska Culinary Academy 

• Professional Cooking & Baking. 210 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/16/10,08/16/10 to 06/30/11 
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Representatives Stoltze & Hawker 
March 23, 2010 
pg. 5 

Alaska Maritime Training Center Courses 
l Marine License Preparation - Master Mate, 45 training days 

of the Engine Department (QMED) Oller, 60 training days 
Offered 09/13/10 to 12/08/10 

Allied Health Department - Anchorage Training Facility 
• Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA), 38 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 02/26/10, 02/03/10 to 03/30/10, 03/08/10 to 04/28/10, 
04/05/10 to OS/27/10, 05/05/10 to 06/29/10, 06/07/10 to 08/03/10, 07/12/10 to 09/01/10 
~ licensed Practical Nurse (LPN), 176 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 11/18/10, 08/16/10 to 07/01/11 

Applied Technologies Department 
I Automotive Technology, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10,08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
~ Combination Welding, 172 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/04/11 
• Diesel/Heavy Equipment Technologies, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
'Industrial ElectriCity, 197 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 6/09/11 
• Pipe Welding, 75 training days 
Offered 01/19/10 to 05/05/10, 09/01/10 to 12/17/10 
~ Power Plant Operation, 40 training days 
Offered 01/11/10 to 03/05/10, 03/17/10 to 05/11/10 
'Structural Welding, 97 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 06/11/10, 08/16/10 to 01/17/11 

Information Technology Department 
I Business & Office Technology, 183 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/19/11 
"nformatlon Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
'Web Development Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 07/12/11 

Building Trades Technology 
, Facility Maintenance Construction Trades, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
'Plumbing & Heating, 102 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to OS/28/10 

AVTEC Training Cost· Costs Effective JulV 1, 2009 

Books/ 
Student Dorm Supplies! 

Technology Securfty Service 
Meal 

Dormitory Security sold by 
Program Tuition Feel Deposit Fee-

Plan~ 
Fe .. Deposit' AVTEC 

Qualified Member of 
the Engine Department $1,650 $150 $50 $75 $1,573 $1,820 $200 $155 
IQMED) Oiler 

Marine License 
Preparation -Master $1,650 $150 $50 $75 $1,086 $1,260 $200 $302 
Mate 

Certified Nurse 
$1,320 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $580 

A~sjstant 

Tools/ 
Supplies 
Not sold 

by AVTEC Total 

$655 $6,328 

N/A $4,773 

N/A $1,900 
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March 23, 2010 
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Ucensed Practical 
$5,000 $150 $50 N/A N/A N/A N/A $360 N/A $5,560 Nurse 

Business & Office 
$2,750 $150 $50 575 $3,400 $4,400 $200 $1,800 N/A $12,825 Technology 

Information 
52,750 $150 550 $75 $3,400 54,400 $200. $2,600 N/A. $13,625 

Technology 
Web Development 

52,750 $150 $50 N/A N/A N/A N/A $2,400 N/A $5,350 
Technology 
P{ofessional CooklnS 

52,750 $150 $50 $75 $3,400 $4,400 $200 $1,425 $300 $12,750 
& Baking 

Automotive 
52,750 5150 $50 $75 $3,400 54,400 $200 $600 $3,600 $15,225 

Technology 

Diesel/Heavy 
$50 Equipment $2,750 $150 . $75' $3,490.· . $4,400 . $200. $1,050 $3,700 . $lS;n5 

Technologies 

Industrial Electricity $2,750 $150 550 575 $3,400 $4,400 $200 $950 $2,300 514,275 

Pipe Welding .$1,650 $150 $50 $75 $1,700 $2,100 $iOo $570 $700 $7,195 

Power Plant Operation $1,320 $150 $50 $75 $975 $1,120 N/A N/A $420 $4,110 

Structural Welding $2,200 $150· $50 . $75 $1,700' $2,200 $iOo . $920 $600 $8,095 

Combination Weldlns $2,750 $150 $50 $75 $3,400 $4,400 $200 51,500 $800 $13,325 

Facility Maintenance! 
$2,750 $150 $50 575 $3,400 $4,400 $200 $650 $2,000 $13,675 

Construction Trades 

Plumbing & Heating $2,200 $150 $50 $75 $1,700 $2,200 $200 $236 $1,700 $8,511 

. The Depanment of Labor and Workforce Development is happy to provide additional information as 
necessary. 

9. Requested information on the Hathaway GED language. 

Hathaway GED Criteria 
A student who attended a Wyoming high school, did not graduate, took the GED, and whose class 
has graduated, may qualify for a Hathaway Scholarship. Below are ACf and GED score 
requirements for Hathaway Scholarships. Students below a 550 GED do not qualify for UW 
admission. 
Opportunity 
Performance 
Honors 

Minimum GED of 500, and minimum ACf of 19 
Minimum GED of 540, and minimum ACf of 21 
Minimum GED of 575, and minimum ACf of 25 

10. Information on Mt. Edgecumbe's admission requirements. 

4 AAC 33.080. Admission to Mount Edgecumbe High School 

Ca) The superintendent of Mount Edgecurnbe High School shall appoint an admissions committee 
of at least three persons to make recommendations for students to be admitted to the school. 
(b) A student residing in any school district in the state may submit to the admissions committee an 
application for admission to Mount Edgecurnbe High School, on forms prescribed by the 
department, at the following address: Mount Edgecurnbe High School, Admissions Committee, 
Alaska Department of Education and Early Development, 1330 Seward Avenue, Sitka, Alaska 
99835. 
(c) An application under (b) of this section must include statements by the student and the student's 
parent or guardian explaining why admission is sought and why the student should be accepted, a 
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copy ohhe student's school records, including anendance records, transcripts, and achievement test 
results, at least two recommend1tions from teachers or other adults who are not members of the 
student's family and who know the student well, and such other infonnation as the admissions 
comminee requests. 
(eI) The number of available openings at each grade level shall be established by the superintendent 
in advance of each semester, based upon the school's capacity, the number of returning students, 
and other relevant factors. 
(e) The admissions comminee shall recommend students for the avaiL1ble openings from among the 
applicants, and the superintendent shall In.1ke the final admissions decisions, based upon 
consideration of the following factors: 

(1) the availability of a high school program in the student's home community adequate to 
meet the academic and social needs of the student; 
(2) the degree to which the student is expected to benefit from the academic and social 
program at Mount Edgecumbe High School; 
(3) the degree to which the student will bring background experiences, skills, and abilities 
that will enhance the diversity or academic potential of the student body; 
(4) any particular school, family, or social situations that make the structured, residential 
sening of Mount Edgecumbe High School especially advisable for the student. 

(I) Preference shall be given to students whose educational, emotional, or family requirements 
warrant anendance in a domiciliary environment. 
(g) The admissions comminee and superintendent may not discrin1inate in favor of or against any 
resident based on race, sex, creed, national origin, or location or type of residence in the state. 
(h) Admissions at mid-semester may be made only upon consideration of the effects of transfer on 
the continuity of the student's education and on the Mount Edgecumbe High School program 
(0 Once admined, a student may continue to anend Mount Edgecumbe High School from semester 
to semester until the student graduates, so long as the student remains in good standing under 
school rules governing academic and social perfonnance. 

I hope that this infonnation is helpful to the committee. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions or need additional infonnation. 

Commissioner 




