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Interim: (June - Dec.) 
716 West 4TH Avenue, Suite 600 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 

(907)269-0129 

Session: (Jan. - May) 
State Capitol, Room 403 

Juneau, Alaska 99801·1182 
(907) 465-4859 

Fax (907) 269-0128 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN HARRIS 

Sponsor Statement 
HB207 

An Act increasing the allowances for injury, disability, or heart attack 
payable from the fisherman's fund 

Fax (907) 465-3799 

The Alaska Fisherman's Fund was established 1951 to provide for the treatment and care 
of Alaska licensed commercial fishermen and crew who have been injured while fishing 
on shore or off shore in Alaska, The upper limit on claims in the fund has been $2,500 
since 1959, If$2,500 in 1959 dollars was adjusted for the Consumer Price Index, it 
would be worth approximately $18,229,64 today. While the limitation in state law has 
remained unchanged, health care costs have steadily risen. 

Access to health insurance and health care is a concern among fishermen and especially 
presents an obstacle to younger fishermen who are seeking to continue as the next 
generation in Alaska's sustainable fisheries. 

HB 207 updates the Alaska Fishermen's Fund limit to $10,000. This is intended to help 
ensure that Alaska's fishermen have better access to health care when injured while 
fishing. Updating the claim limit to $10,000 will bring this very worthwhile program 
back to providing a meaningful level of assistance as the payer of last resort for 
commercial fishermen and crew that sustain injuries or illness while fishing. 

The fund is financed from revenue received from each resident and nonresident 
commercial fisherman's license and permit fee. Commercial fishermen and crew 
members pay 39% -- or up to $50 each -- of their annual license fees into this account. In 
2008, there were 13,706 commercial fishing permit holders who contributed to the fund. 

The account has grown to $11.5 million even as health care costs have risen, due in part 
to continuing improvements in fish industry safety. 

This increase is not projected to jeopardize the sustainability of the fund. 

Big Delta - Chickaloon' Copper Center - Delta JWlction . Eielson . Farm Loop . GlelUla11en . Paxson' Salcha' Sheep MOWltain . Sutton' Tolsona . Valdez 
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()HOUSE COMMITTEE REPO 

(11) 
Date Referred to Committee: April 14,2009 FURTHER REFERRALS: 

Date of Committee Action: __ LJ--,-I-'/ ic..5"fi-,-OL9-,-__ 

The FINANCE Committee considered: HOUSE BILL NO. 207 

"An Act increasing the allowances for injury, disability, or heart attack payable from the fisherman's fund; and pro\'iding for an effective 
date." 

HB 207 MAXIMUM BENEFIT FROM FISHERMEN'S FUND 

Recommends it be replaced with I J HCS or I J CS for _...,-..,.---=-".-_____ ..,.--____ '-__ --' 

For Senate Bills with new title: f I Technical Title I I New Title: HCR___ J Same Title I J 1'iew Title 

[ 1 attach amendments 
[ 1 add new referral to ___ -=-_Committee 
[ 1 Letter of Intent Committee 

NEW FISCAL NOTES List 0/ 
Abbre)' 
for 
Depts.: 

'Assigned by Chief Clerk's Office 

ADM 
CEO 
COR 
CRT 
EED 
DEC 
DFG 
GOV 
DHS 
LWF 
LAW 
LEG 
MVA 
DNR 
DPS 
REV 
DOT 
UA 

List by Oe.t(s): 'FN# 

Signing with recommendations 
,_1/'" .ro. 

Chair: 

Fiscal Indet. Zero 

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES 
List by Oe.t(s): FN# Fiscal lodet. Zero 

DrG! I V 

LWF 2 V' 

OP DNP NR AM 
Printed Last Name 



.' 

19 

FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB207 

(H) Publish Date: 4/10/09 

Identifier (file name): HB207·DFG·CFEC·04-06-09 Dept. Affected: Fish and Game 
~T'iiit;;le:=:::"">===~A-:n-:a::c:;:t f::in:::c:::re:::a-;si:;;n~g~th;;e;':a:;;I;;lo:::w::a::n~ce;:s:Cl;:o:;-r T:in"'iu:::ry::-.-:d"'is::a:i:b""ili:::ty:-, -:o:-r h""e::a::rt"-RDU Comm Fisheries Entry Commission 

"F.::::::::::::-_____ -;;::::-;::::::::;::::;;:=::;;::;:::::;:-7==::::-...... =:::-____ Component Comm Fisheries Entry Commission 
Sponsor Representative(s) Harris, Austerman, Wilson 
Requester ______ -'H"'o::;u"'s"'e"'F..:is:::h.::e::.r"'ie:::.s-"C"'o"'m"m"'i"tte"'e"-______ Component Number 471 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

,CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 , 0.0 I 0.0 , 0.0 , 0.0 0.0 I 

,CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 , 0.0 , 0.0 , 0.0 , 0.0 , 0.0 , 
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Other Interagency Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 0.0 

POSITIONS 
FUll-time 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Part-time 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Temporary 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

There are no significant fiscal impacts for CFEC associated with this bill. 

Prepared by: Shirley Penrose, Administrative Officer 
Division Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission 

Approved by: Frank M. Homan, Chairman 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission 

Phone 907-790-6960 
Datemme 4/6/09 1 :25 PM 

Date 4/6/2009 

FY 2015 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 , 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2 
2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 207 

(H) Publish Date: 4/10109 

Iden@er(fiIe name): 
Title 

:-,:H:::B;;2:;;07~.D::::O:;L~W:;,D::::'::,:F=F",,()",4.:;;0;2.:::0;:-9 ___ Dept. Affected: 
Maximum Benefit From Fishermen's Fund ROU 

--------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--------Component 

Labor and Workforce Development 
Workers' Compensation 

Fishermen's Fund 
Representative Harris Sponsor 

Requester __________________ ~H~o~us~e~F~S~H~ __________________ ComponentNumber 343 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1 DOS GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
1032 Fishermen's Fund 

TOTAL 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
Full.time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ff necessary) 

FY 2010 

63.7 

63.7 

63.7 
63.7 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Information 
FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 

63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 

63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 63.7 
63.7 63.7 63.7 63,7 63.7 

None 

I 
This legislation increases the total allowance for a claim that can be approved by the Fishermen's Fund Administrator before it must go 
before the Fishermen's Fund Council from $2,500 to $10,000. Currently there are claims that exceed the current approval level, that 
are approved for payment and paid up to the $2,500 limit, but the claimant does not take the next step to go to the counCil for payment 
of the remainder of those claims. With the higher approval level some of those claims would be paid to a higher level and thus 
increase our expenditures. Based on past claims history the department estimates that expenditures could increase by approximately 
$63,700. The program has sufficient budgeted expenditure authorization to absorb this cost increase. 

Prepared by: 
Division 

Approved by: 
Agency 

(Re ... ;sed MOOS eMS) 

Trena Heikes, Director 
Workers' Compensation 

Click BiShOp, Commissioner 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

Phone 465-6059 
DatelTime 412109 3:19 PM 

Date 4/2/09 
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