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Representative Jay Ramras 
District 10 

Sponsor Statement 
HB 114 

"An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities and state-owned or state-operated 
transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid." 

House Bill 114 is a compassionate aid bill that would enable the Governor to use state 
transportation to provide aid to Alaska communities in times of eminent disaster without 
declaring a disaster. 

In the initial week of the 26th Legislative session, the village of Emmonak wrote a declaration of 
economic disaster to the Department of Commerce, Community and, Economic Development. 
As private and public entities worked together to raise donations of money and food for reliefto 
Emmonak it became apparent that they were not the only village in desperate need of aid and 
attention. The following weeks, Representative Rarnras and his staff worked with the Fairbanks 
and Anchorage Food Banks and local faith based organizations to raise over 30,000 pounds of 
food for eleven villages in Western Alaska. 

Due to the current restrictions, state transportation could not be used because a disaster had not 
been declared. Consequently, Representative Ramras and staff had two options:l)use the 
monetary donations towards transportation; thus taking away precious funds for additional food. 
or 2)work with transportation companies to provide their services for free or discounted rates. 

Ultimately, based on the collective generosity of a few transportation companies, the food was 
able to arrive in all of the eleven villages. 

House Bill 114 would reduce the need to spend donated funds on transportation and instead, 
allow a sharper focus on gathering the resources needed for relief. 

Representative_Jay-Ramras@legis.state.ak.us 
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Date Referred to Committee: March 13, 2009 FURTHER REFERRALS: 

Date of Committee Action: __ j-l-l\~t 3:;:L\LlQ..L-~4-_ 

The FINANCE Committee considered: HOUSE BILL NO. 114 

"An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities and state-owned or state-operated transportation modes for delivering 
compassionate aid during a disaster emergency." 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 114(TRA) 

(H) Publish Date: 3/13/09 

~ld",e"n'"'ti",fie",r-,(.!:fil~e.cn!!:a~m:;e:L):;;-:-H~B"1c:14=-,,D7,M~V~A;:-!,H"S~&T.=E,"M7.-2~-:!1-::7 -;:0,,:,9==::-:===-==:-::-_Dept. Affected: Dept of Military and Veterans Affairs 
Title An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities RDU Military and Veterans Affairs o:== __ -=a,-,nd"-::sta=te"-.:;own=e",d:.,;:;or,.;o"p;.:e.:.:ra:.:te",d,,tr;:ca:;:n,,,s::;p.:;orta=ti"·o.:.:n~m",o::.:d"e:::s.:; .. ,, .. .,-___ Component Homeland Security & Emerg. Mgmt 
Sponsor Rep Ramras, Dahlstrom, Millett, Johansen. Edgmon, Peterson .... 
Requester __________ -"T"RA!:!... __________ Component Number 2657 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Doliars) 
Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

AppropHation 
Required Information 

OPERA liNG EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY2014 FY2015 
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0,0 
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0,0 0,0 0.0 0.0 
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Grants & Claims 0.0 0,0 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL OPERATING 0,0 0,0 0.0 0,0 0,0 0.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.01 0,01 0,01 0.01 0.0 1 0,01 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0.0 0,0 I 0,0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0,0 I 
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) 
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0,0 0,0 
Other Interagency Receipts 0.0 0,0 0,0 

TOTAL 0.0 0,0 0,0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 0.0 

POSITIONS 
Full-time a 0 0 
Part-time 0 a a 
Temporary a a 0 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

Prepared by: McHugh Pierre, Legislative Liaison/Communications Director 
Division National Guard Mmtary Headguarters/Office of the Commissioner 

Approved by: Commissioner Craig Campbell 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

(Revised 9110f2ooa OMS) 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0,0 

a 
0 
0 

0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 
0.0 0,0 
0.0 0.0 
0,0 0,0 

0 0 
a a 
0 0 

Phone 465-4402 
DatefTime 2117/09@11:00am 

Date 2117/2009 

Page 1 of 1 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0,0 I 
0,0 I 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

01 
0 
0 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB114(TRA) 
() Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): CSHB114-dfg-CO-3-16-09 Dept. Affected: ADF&G 
~T~itl~e:"""'-'=='iAn:::::a::c"'t ::re:i:la~ti;in':::g7to~av:::a:iil::-ab.:iii.1ity~o'if ::'sta=te"tr:::a::n::s::po:::rta:Wti'::o::n7.fa:::":;;·I"'iti:::es;:--- RDU Administration and Support 

=-,-,.,..,-, __ ---'Ea"n"d"s;;:ta:::te::,-o"w=ned"""o""...:s"'ta:::t"e-.:;o"piiier"a"te"'d;0: .. ",. _-,-,....,-,-,-;; ______ Component Commissioners office 
Sponsor Rep. Ramras, Dahlstrom, Millett, Johansen, at all 
Requester .:.H"o:.::u:::se::..;..F"in:;:a"'n"ce"-_________________ Component NUmber 2175 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY2015 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) i 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Reaeipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Reaeipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
FUII-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fiscal impact to the department. 

Prepared by: Jeff Hoover, Deputy Director 
Division Administrative Services 

0.0 

I 

I 

0.0 

Approved by: Tom Lawson, Director of Administrative Services 
Department of Fish and Game 

0.0 

I 

0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I I I I 

I I I 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Phone 465-6077 
DatelTime 3/16/09 2:00 PM 

Date 3/16/2009 

0.0 

0.0 

I 

J 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: 
() Publish Date: 

.;;ld,;;e",n.::;tifi"eo.r ... (fi.::;lle:..n"a",m",e,,),-: ...:H..::B::.1;..:1...:4.;:C.::Sc..:-D::.;O::.T'--:..;A:=S...:-C::.;0'--3::.-..:.16::.-O=9 ________ --..:... Dept Affected: DOT&PF 
Title _______________________ RDU Administration and Support 

~~~~-----------""~~---------_Component~-~~-~~~-------
Sponsor H. Ramras Commissioners Office 
Requester __________ --"Hc.TccRA= __________ Component Number 530 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

Appropriation 
Required 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

) 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Fun-Ume 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

no fiscal impact 

Prepared by: Mary Siroky. legislative Liaison 

0.0 0.0 

I 

I 

0.0 0.0 

Division 

Approved by: 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

Nancy Slagle. Admin Director 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(Revtsed 9/1012008 OMS) 

I 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Information 
FY 2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I I I I 

I I I I 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Phone 465-4772 
DatefTime 3/16/09 1 :45PM 

Date 3/16/2009 

Page 1 of 1 

0.0 

0.0 

I 
I 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 114 (TRA) 
() Publish Date: 

.;;ld"e;::n",tifi",e"-r.J:(fi"le=na",m",e,,,),-: ,-;H;;B:.11=-4:;;C2S",(T=RA~)'i-C7,E=D:'--7A=,R=Ri-0:::37:-1ii:6,::-0'09,======,-_Dept. Affected'"': ___ --'D"'C"'C"'E=:D~ ____ _ 
Title State Transportation Assets deliver compassionate aid RDU ===,--_________ =====-.;:== _______ Component Alaska Railroad Corporation 
Sponsor Representative Ramras 
Requester _______ .!,;H~o:!us"'e'-"Fi~n"'an"'c::ec;C::o"'m!:m~itt!::e::::e _______ Companent Number 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Doliars) 
Note· Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

1 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES t ) i 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2009) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.01 0.0 1 0.01 0.01 0.0 1 0.01 0.0 1 

0.0_1 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 

If the Governor determines that public safety or health conditions in an area of the state require emergency assistance, 
the Governor can utilize state transportation assets to deliver compassionate aid. This legislation would provide that the 
Alaska Railroad Corporation would not be liable in tort for damages, for the injury to or death of a person, or property 
damage resulting from assistance provided. Because the Alaska Railroad does not receive state funding for operations 
or capital improvements, HB 114 would not provide a railroad related cost to the state. The cost to provide this service to 
the Alaska Railroad would depend on the number of rail cars and locomotive power needed, crew requirements, and the 
destination. 

Prepared by: Wendy Lindskoog, Assistant Vice President, Corporate Affairs 
Division Alaska Railroad Corporation 

Approved by: Emil Notti, Commissioner 
Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development 

(Revised 911 012008 OMS) 

Phone 907-265-2498 
Dalemme 3-16-09 11:00 a.m. 

Date 3/16/2009 

Page 1 of 1 
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 114(TRA) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Offered: 3/13/09 
Referred: Finance 

26-LS0505\C 

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES RAMRAS, Dahlstrom, Millett, Johansen, Edgmon, Petersen, Holmes, 
Foster ~ Johnson, Tuck, Gruenberg, Salmon, Coghill, Thomas, Joule, MuDoz 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to availability of state transportation facilities and state-owned or 

2 state-operated transportation modes for delivering compassionate aid." 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 * Section 1. AS 44.19 is amended by adding a new section to article 2 to read: 

5 Sec. 44.19.051. Emergency assistance transportation; immunity. (a) If the 

6 governor determines that public safety or health conditions in an area of the state 

7 require emergency assistance, the governor may make available state transportation 

8 facilities, state-owned aircraft, vessels of the marine highway system, or railroad 

9 rolling stock of the Alaska Railroad for use by nonprofit organizations to deliver 

10 compassionate aid to the area, including food, water, fuel, clothing, medicine, and 

11 supplies. 

12 (b) Notwithstanding another provision oflaw, the state and its officers, agents, 

13 and employees and the Alaska Railroad Corporation and its officers, agents, and 

14 employees are not liable in tort for damages for the injury to or death of a person or 

HB0114b -1- CSHB 114(TRA) 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 
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26-LS0505\C 

1 property damage resulting from assistance provided under (a) of this section. 

CSHB 114(TRA) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 

HB0114b 
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"""'" (P01}fU3-7JO(J 
FIIJ/ (1107)$13.3369 

DILL: HB 114 
BILL VEllSION, 

CVIIIWIT ST AllIS: (II) 1'ItA 

Tl!ffi' fIN 

Pouch 219, _. AI( 19651 

Co .. mealS for lb. reeord 
16'" Alaska SIlII< Legklllllre 

Hou .. TI'ID'pol1atioa I Fina ... Committee 

by 

Myron P. Nanong. Sr., Preslden. 
Regardillg HB 114 

Fdmol.,. ,. ZOOt 

SHORT TITLE: USE STArn TRANS FACILIlY 
FORDISASTERAlD 

h'A llJS DATr.~ 02104109 

SPoN"ClII(.~ ...... ,sP.NT ATIVIi(I) RAMIIiIS. DaIIbt_ 14_ 1 ......... Ulgmon, ''''"'''' HoI_ f ..... , ......... Tu", 
Grucnbefr,. SalmoG., copw, l'homas,.IoWe, MunlU 

TITLE: • An Ad relating to availability of 0talIl tntnspot18ti<m fac:iliti .. and state-owned or s~ 
IrMsportalion modes fur d.liv.rill8 COIlIJl"Ssiollllte aid during a disaster emergency." 

We BIllie A .... iation .fYin"", Coun<:il PresidenJs, lno. (A Yep) are grateful for Rep",senWi.e Ram .... 
and the co-sponsors otIm 114 in an effort to make use ofSlale transportation re.ou""" to .hip out 
oompassioo8lo aid to remolo, rural AIao"" «nnmunities in our Yukon Kuskokwim region. 

My name is Myron Nanong, I am President of our regional non-profit OQTj)Ot1Ilion mad_ up of 56 1\:deralJy 
recognized Tribes ill tile Y K Delta. While energy and food reliefb .. been pouring into our oommWliti .. 
suffering from food shortages and crippIiDa IUeI prices, the effi>ns bave until this point remained primarily 
by private citi,= and swups. W. would also lilcc to recogni:u: and thank the redimot of dooBIed Energy 
Rebates under the United Way. 

In tile last _ .... 1 ........ Ropr_tive lay Ramnls, has f .... sed on direcring some of his food drive 
activities fur relief to our eonun..,ities. We appreciate hi. effons, and .... sony tllathe. along with other 
priV1le dooots, has boon burdened with the sbipping CItp<IISC of getting this eompessionare aid out to our 
remOle villages. Our..n. to the Governor's off'''''' to address our encrgy crisis bay. hugely sane ignored. 
and this bil~ aIoug with sa 88 ond SB 91 linany has SbIIo efforts =ne into play. 

Last week. we II:sIified In lilvor of Cll!ending the PCE program IJld instituting a tilel cap 00 costs beyond $3 
a pHon. Since early last summer, triba' leaders as well as myseIfwore justifiably conccmed about our 
coming winter'IDee wo were foroed to prepay our winter fuel """'h .... for 0..- Ilo1k farms at the high_" 
costs of oil 00 reoord. 

Beoause we are rQadI .... all of our viIlages have 10 Import fuel by borg. or by .ir in omergem;i ... In OlOOt 

cas ... we 110m: DO choice bw to .ign no-rault con~ with !iJe1 vendors ifwealher or """ of god pre ... t a 
soheduled delivery. Some of ouTVillages. wilh Inooan resources IIImOVCf or other constraints. are unable to 
make their fuel orders in 00II00I'da0ce to StBI. programs sud! as the bulk fuel loan in time to lock in ar more 
agreeable _. F"",ors sud! as thdc aggavate the alRady cbalJensiog nature of providing Iigbt and heat to 
our cotIII1IWIilic. with little or no encrgy infrasIruclure. 

With .. nliolled and full funding by tile Logi.1aIure of the Renewable Energy Fund ooupled with possible 
fedelaJ stimul .. iniTls$lrU<ture funds, we DIlly be looking at a reality wh ... accessible energy soun:es come 
to fruilion in a matter of yean. mher than • maner of decades. With affordable energy at the vin"" leve~ a 
fililed tishiDg season would not break us as badly as this bard winter bas shown. 

r. if j 
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~eb. ~. lUU~ 4: IIPM No.9116 P. III 
'Il1°u1lh l.iovernor Palin hersclfhas not dinoctly aclaJowledged tile fish"'}' or ruel crisis in out region, in her 
response to tho U.S. "nny's Rduced retirement payments 10 26 Alaoka Native Elder> who had served in the 
Tenitorial 0."'" during WW1I, she argued: 

"Rural Alaskans face the highest food and energy costs in the nation, and these 
veterans need their retirement chccb now more than ever," Governor Palin said. "Using 
the emergency fund to provide monetary protection for these 26 veterans is the right thing 
10 do." 

AVCP provides direa assistance to \IlIIDy fimili .. in our melDber villages that include a Housing 
imprOyement l'rognun, TANF and LDffiAP to nam. a few. Last year we ... i.ted 1,846 bousebolds with 
<neIgy assislao<e, and we anticipale the 98(ne number if not lIlOR appeaJs for th. remainder of Ihis season. 

We tried In addre,o;, this crisis proacliyely, in public stalements and rewluri<ms. We warned thai the $1,200 
rebate would not adequately addres,. the remote I runo! ruel needs - and with the taxes due from as lillie .. 
590 to over 5300 per)1Cr1Ol1, we will continuo to see pain In aftecIed household, this year. If we had acce .. 
to alfordable £11ergy sources, alllbe fiI<lols we laid olll for you would not have hurt us so badly this wi=. 

Witb families not having to wony about doDated foods deUyeRd from the state, it will go • long way to 
keeping our home. beated, and save our ftunilies from doeiding between goini cold or going hungry. 

Quy.ma, thank u for your time and considention. , 




