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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DtVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM March 31, 2010 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sectional Summary for CSHB 297(EDC) 
(Work Order No, 26-GH27711P) 

Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair of the House Education Committee 
Attn: Louie Flora 

Jean M. MiSCh~:- /J_ 
Legislative cou~ 

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described amendment. 

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. If you 
would like an interpretation of the amendment as it may apply to a particular set of 
circumstances, please advise. 

Section 1. Requires school districts to determine eligibility of student for a merit-based 
scholarship award and include that determination in the student's permanent record. 

Section 2. Amends the list of duties required of the Department of Education to include 
administering the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 3. Authorizes the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education to carry out 
the purposes of the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 4. Establishes the governor's scholarship program for Alaska high school 
graduates who meet specified academic qualifications and who attend a qualified 
postsecondary institution in the state. Provides for three levels of scholarship awards for 
academic and one level for career scholarships, all of which are based on a general range 
of academic merit demonstrated through gpa, test scores, and course selection. Requires 
registration with the United States military, the absence of defaults on other student aid, 
and no felony convictions. Requires the Department of Education and Early 
Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Education to carry out specified duties under the program 
and to provide an annual report to the legislature by those and other departments and the 
University of Alaska. 
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Includes (\) goals related to rigorous curriculum in high school and increasing 
participation in postsecondary institutions by students in the state among others; (2) a two 
year limit on extensions of six-year eligibility period for students in the military; 
(3) specified gpa requirements for various levels of awards; (4) virtual curriculum to 
satisfy curriculum requirements; and (5) an unmet need scholarship supplement to pay for 
a percentage of allowable costs of attendance for eligible students. 

Section 5. Provides for eligibility for private school students if the school complies with 
specified statutory requirements. 

Section 6. Authorizes the Department of Labor and Workforce Development to 
administer duties under the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 7. Adds contracts for the governor's scholarship program by the Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Education and the Student Loan Corporation to the list of 
exceptions to the procurement code. 

Section 8. Establishes a scholarship fund to be managed by the commissioner of 
revenue. Provides that a specified portion of the fund is to be identified as available for 
annual appropriation to scholarships provided for in the bill. 

Section 9. Provides for transitional eligibility of current high school juniors without 
completing all curriculum requirements and for those who graduated after June 30, 2010, 
and before July I, 20 II. Provides an exception for one year of mathematics and science 
from the eligibility requirements in the bill for current high school students. 

Section 10. Authorizes the Department of Education and Early Development, the 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education to adopt regulations to implement the program established in 
the bill. 

Section 11. Provides for an immediate effective date for the regulation provision above. 

Section 12. Provides a September I, 2010, effective date except as provided by the 
immediate effective date. 

JMM:ljw 
1O-227.ljw 
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM March 31, 2010 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sectional and Comparison (CSHB 297(EDC)(Work Order No. 26-
GH 27711P) and HB 297 (Work Order No. 26-GH 2771 \A)) 

Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair, House Education Committee 
Attn: Louie Flora 

Jean M. Mischel 

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described amendment. 

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. If you 
would like an interpretation of the amendment as it may apply to a particular set of 
circumstances, please advise. 

Please note that when the two versions have the same section numbers for the same 
statutory references, the differences, if any, will be described in the body of the 
summarized section. Otherwise, the first section number will be listed for the "P" version 
and the second for the "A" version. 

Section 1. Requires school districts to determine eligibility of student for a scholarship 
award and include that determination in the student's permanent record. The "P" version 
specifies that the determination is made in relation to a merit based award only and not an 
unmet needs based supplement award. 

Section 2, Amends the list of duties required of the Department of Education to include 
administering the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 3. Authorizes the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education to carry out 
the purposes of the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 4. Establishes the governor's scholarship program for Alaska high school 
graduates who meet specified academic qualifications and who attend a qualified 
postsecondary institution in the state. Version A provides for three levels of scholarship 
awards for academic and one level for career scholarships, all of which are based on a 
general range of academic merit demonstrated through gpa, test scores, and course 
selection. Both versions require registration with the United States military, the absence 
of defaults on other student aid and no felony convictions. Requires the Department of 
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Education and Early Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education to carry out 
specified duties under the program and to provide an annual report to the legislature by 
those and other departments and the University of Alaska. 

Version P adds (I) goals related to rigorous curriculum in high school and increasing 
participation in postsecondary institutions by students in the state; (2) a two year limit on 
extensions of six year eligibility period for students in the military; (3) specified gpa 
requirements for various levels of awards; (4) virtual curriculum to satisf'y curriculum 
requirements; and (5) an unrnet need scholarship supplement to pay for a percentage of 
allowable costs of attendance for eligible students. 

Section S. Provides for eligibility for private school students if the school complies with 
specified statutory requirements. 

Section 6. Authorizes the Department of Labor and Workforce Development to 
administer duties under the governor's scholarship program. 

Section 7, version "P" only. Adds contracts for the governor's scholarship program by 
the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education and the Student Loan Corporation 
to the list of exceptions to the procurement code. 

Section 8, version "P" and Section 7, version" A". Establishes a scholarship fund to 
be managed by the commissioner of revenue. Provides that a specified portion of the 
fund is to be identified as available for annual appropriation to scholarships provided for 
in the bill. 

Section 9, version "P" and Section 8, version" A" . Provides for transitional eligibility 
of current high school juniors without completing all curriculum requirements and for 
those who graduated after June 30 2010 and before July I 2011. Version "P" provides an 
exception for one year of mathematics and science from the eligibility requirements in 
the bill for current high school students. 

Section 10, version "P" and section 9, version "A". Authorizes the Department of 
Education and Early Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education to adopt 
regulations to implement the program established in the bill. 

Section 11, version "P" and section 10, version "A". Provides for an immediate 
effective date for the regulation provision above. 

Section 12, version "P" and section 11, version "A". Provides a September I, 2010, 
effective date except as provided by the immediate effective date. 

JMM:ljw 
10-025.lmb 
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 297(EDC) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

WORK DRAFT 

26-GH277I IA£ 

Mischel 
3112110 

BY THE HOUSE RUbES EDUCATION COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVER'IOR 

IntFodueedl 1119/19 
Offered: 
Referred: EdueatioR, Fin8nee 

Sponsor!s): THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REOUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

I "An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date. " 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS-J 4.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall determine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a merit-based governor's performance scholarship 

10 under AS-J4.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall iHehltlestate 

II in a-the student's permanent record the highest tieflevel of funding for which the 

12 student is eligible. A district shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that 

1189191'11 -1- meSHB 297ilillQ 
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I the district correct BH)' err9fSan error in the eligibility determination. 

2 * Sec. 2. AS-)4.07.020(a) is amended to read: 

3 (a) The department shall 

4 (1) exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state 

5 except the University of Alaska; 

6 (2) study the conditions and needs of the public schools of the state. 

7 adopt or recommend plans. administer and evaluate grants to improve school 

8 performance awarded under AS 14.03.125. and adopt regulations for the improvement 

9 of the public schools; 

10 (3) provide advisory and consultative services to all public school 

II governing bodies and personnel; 

12 (4) prescribe by aaaing a nevI regulation a minimum course of study 

13 for the public schools; the regulations must provide that. if a course in American Sign 

14 Language is given. the course shall be given credit as a course in a foreign language; 

15 (5) establish. in coordination with the Department of Health and Social 

16 Services. a program for the continuing education of children who are held in detention 

17 facilities in the state during the period of detention; 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(6) accredit those public schools that meet accreditation standards 

prescribed by regulation by the department; these regulations shall be adopted by the 

department and presented to the legislature during the first 10 days of any regular 

session, and become effective 45 days after presentation or at the end of the session. 

whichever is earlier. unless disapproved by a resolution concurred in by a majority of 

the members of each house; 

(7) prescribe by regulation, after consultation with the state fire 

marshal and the state sanitarian. standards that will assure healthful and safe 

conditions in the public and private schools of the state. including a requirement of 

physical examinations and immunizations in pre-elementary schools; the standards for 

private schools may not be more stringent than those for public schools; 

(8) exercise general supervision over pre-elementarv schools that 

receive direct state or federal funding; 

(9) exercise general superviSIOn over elementary and secondary 

CSHB 297(EDC) -2- HBOZ91a 
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correspondence study programs offered by municipal school districts or regional 

educational attendance areas; the department may also offer and make available to any 

Alaskan through a centralized office a correspondence study program; 

(10) accredit private schools that request accreditation and that meet 

accreditation standards prescribed by regulation by the department; nothing in this 

paragraph te Feaa:authorizes the department to reqUire religious or other private 

schools to be licensed; 

(I \) review plans for construction of new public 

elementary and secondary schools and for additions to and major rehabilitation of 

existing public elementary and secondary schools and. in accordance with regulations 

adopted by the department. determine and approve the extent of eligibility for state aid 

of a school construction or major maintenance project; for the purposes of this 

paragraph. "plans" include educational specifications. schematic designs. and final 

contract documents; 

(12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of vocational 

education and training. and basic education to individuals over 16 years of age who 

are no longer attending school; 

(13) administer the grants awarded under AS 14.11; 

(14) establish. in coordination with the Department of Public Safety. a 

school bus driver training course; 

(IS) require the reporting of information relating to school disciplinary 

and safety programs under AS 14.33.120 and of incidents of disruptive or violent 

behavior; 

(16) establish by regulation criteria. based on low student performance. 

under which the department may intervene in a school district to improve instructional 

practices. as described in AS 14.07.030(]4) or (IS); the regulations must include 

0802910 

CA) a notice provision that alerts the district to the deficiencies 

and the instructional practice changes proposed by the department; 

CB) an end date for departmental intervention. as described in 

AS 14.07.030(l4)CA) and CB) and (15). after the district demonstrates three 

consecutive years of improvement consisting of not less than two percent 

-3- IIBCSHB 297(EDC) 
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IDcreases ID student proficiency on standards-based assessments ID math, 

reading, and writing as provided in AS 14.03.123(f)(2)(A); and 

(C) a process for districts to petition the department for 

continuing or discontinuing the department's intervention; 

(17) notify the legislative committees having jurisdiction over 

6 education before intervening in a school district under AS 14.07.030(14) or redirecting 

7 public school funding under AS 14.07.030(15); 

8 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

9 governor's -performance scholarship program established in AS- 14.43,810 -

10 14.43.890. 

II * Sec. 3. AS-J4.42.030(e) is amended to read: 

12 (e) The commission may 

13 (I) adopt regulations under AS-_44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

14 to 

15 (A) carry out the purposes of 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(i) AS-14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS-J4.43.091 -

14.43.750], 14.43.990, AS-J4.44, and AS-J4.48; and 

(ii) AS-J4.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

purposes of AS-14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS-J4.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS-J4.44, and AS-J4.48; 

(B) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, IDsurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

instrumentalities, or corporations; and 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under AS 

J4.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

under AS-J4.43.151-14.43.155; 

(2) delegate to the executive director of the commiSSIOn or a 

subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

CSHB 297ili!!Q -4- HB0297a 
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commission by this chapter, AS-J4.43, AS-J4.44, or AS-J4.48, except its power to 

adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS-J4.43.100(b) and AS 

J4.48.120; 

(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

carrying out its functions; 

(4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 

8 education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 

9 submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

10 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

II (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

12 AS-J4.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS-J4.44; and 

13 (8) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

14 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

15 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

16 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

17 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

18 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

19 * Sec. 4. AS-J4.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

20 Article l1A. Governor's Performance Scholarship Program. 

21 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship program established; 

22 Alaska residency. (a) The governor's performance scholarship program is established 

23 for the purpose of ensuring that a rigorous curriculum is available in all high schools 

24 in the state and to provide sekslarskij3 sj3j3sffimities fer Alaska resiaentscholarships 

25 for high school graduates who are Alaska residents to attend a qualified postsecondary 

26 instihltion in the state. The program includes a merit-based academic scholarship-ane. 

27 a merit-based career and technical school scholarship" and an unmet financial need 

28 scholarship supplement. The merit-based academic scholarship consists of three levels 

29 of awards. The merit-based career and technical school scholarship consists of one 

30 level of award. 

31 (b) The Dej3artHlent sf ealleatisn ana garl)' DeYelsj3H!entdepartrnent shall 

HS0297a -5- HBCSHB 297ili!!Q 
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design the programmatic standards for the scholarships and appeals of adverse 

decisions. The Alaska Cemmissien en Pestseeenaar,' BEllieatien The commission shall 

administer the daily operations of the program and financing of the program, including 

the procedures for applying for the scholarships, establishing standards for and 

ensuring continuing compliance with programmatic standards, and requiring students 

to apply for other non-Joan financial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective 

agencies shall adopt necessary regulations under AS-34.62 after consultation with 

each other. The department may change the regulations under AS-_44.62 fer 

FeEjlliFements ferrelating to the programmatic standards for required academic 

achievement for eligibility only by giving aElvaneeEladvance public notice at least one 

school year before the effective date of the change. 

(c) For purposes of tlHsthe program, a student is an Alaska resident if the 

student meets the eligiailit)Tequirements for establishing residency as E1eseFiaeEl 

ffiunder AS-_Ol.l0.055. 

(d) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

(I) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

(2) improving academic performance of students III gFaEles 

kindergarten through grade 12 in the state; 

(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in the state; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 

(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

graduation rates of students in the state; 

(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

postsecondary opportunities,~ 

(9) providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state; 

(10) increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska 

CSHB 297(EDC) -6- 1180291& 
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postsecondary institutions. 

Sec. 14.43.815. Qualifications of applicants. (a) A student may sHllmit all 

ajljllieatisll;nmly for a governor's performance scholarship to attend a qualified 

postsecondary institution in the state if the student 

(1) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

(2) is an Alaska resident who has 

(A) graduated, or will graduate nenot later than six months 

after the date of the application, from a high school in the state, including a 

public school, private school, and home school; 

(8) graduated, or will graduate nenot later than six months 

after the date of the application, from a high school outside of the state under 

circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

allowable circumstances include all Alaska resiaellt a circumstance in which a 

high school student hayillgwho is an Alaska resident has attended high school 

in the state and has left the state because of the military service of the student's 

Alaska resiaellt custodial parent who is an Alaska resident; 

(3) will receive and ~use, while an Alaska resident, the 

scholarship at a qualified postsecondary institution in the state nenot later than six 

years after the beginning of the first school year after a student's graduation from high 

school, unless the ajljlliealltstudent qualifies for an extension of time allowed by the 

department; for purposes of this paragraph, standards for extension of time HHlStmay 

include time whilenot more than two additional years if the student is in military 

service; and 

(4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

eligible for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's performance scholarship 

if the jlerssllstudent 

(1) has not complied with the military selective service registration 

requirements imposed under 50 U .S.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if 

those requirements were Bjljllieaele;nmly to the student; 

(2) is curtently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid 

HBOZ971l -7- HBCSHB 297(EDC) 
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loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under 

this chapter; or 

(3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

Sec. 14.43.820. tWgibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

(1) the four-year core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(B) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-peiHt average that the student must have 

achieved in high school to be eligible for each of the three tiffsaward levels of 

academic scholarship under AS 14.43.827; for the first award level, a student must 

have an A average; for the second award level, a student must have a B average; and 

for the third award level a student must have a C plus average; the grade-point average 

for an A average is 3.5 or higher, for a B average, less than 3.5 but not less than 3.0, 

and for a C plus average, less than 3.0 but not less than 2.5; the department shall set by 

regulation minimum requirements based on a substantially similar standard for 

districts that do not assign grades; 

(3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 

student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three tiffsaward levels of 

academic scholarshiI't under AS 14.43.827; 

(4) a process by which a student who meets the grade standards in (2) 

of this subsection for a particular award level, but does not meet the minimum scores 

established under (3) of this subsection for that level, may apply for a lower 

CSHB 297(EDC) -8- UBOJ91a 
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scholarship award level; 

GLenrollrnent in a course of study at a qualified Hsi'/efsity Sf 9silege 

is H1is statepostsecondary institution as described in AS 14.43.835 that is intended to 

result in the award of a certificate or degree; 

(~§) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility; 

(61) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 

student may submit evidence to the qualified Hsivefsity Sf 9silegepostsecondary 

institution that establishes the equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point 

average, and core academic curriculum for public school students. 

Sec. 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship to a sIHaestan applicant who meets the eligibility criteria 

for the award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

(1) the core academic curriculum. which may include virtual 

curriculum. that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(8) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-jffiiffi average that the student must have 

achieved in high school; the minimum is C plus average; the C plus average 

requirement is a grade"point average of 2.5 or higher; the department shall set by 

regulation minimum requirements based on a substantially similar standard for 

districts that do not assign grades; 

OB02918 

(3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 

(A) college entrance examination; or 

(8) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

-9- HBCSHB 297(EDC) 
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level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the 

department; 

(4) enrollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 

preparedness to enter the workforce; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility. 

Sec. 14.43.827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) Subject to (b) - (e) 

of this section, and the programmatic standards established under AS 14.43.820(b)' the 

maxImum awards and allowable uses for the jlFsgFammerit-based programs are as 

follows: 

(1) for the merit-based academic scholarship, the following three 

tieFslevels of scholarship financing w .... arEls; the highest tieF sf award jlerfor a semester 

ff.l1:lst ae~ 

(A) the first award level is an amount that is equal to the cost of 

approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 20 I 0 thFSllgh- 20 II 

fer a stHeeftt talEiHg 15 sreEiits, and reEIHirereguires an A grade average and a 

very high aeaElemie aehievemeBt;minimum score on a college entrance 

examination; 

illL the second tieF mllst aeaward level is an amount that is 

equal to 75 percent of the highest tieF aBEl FeEjlliFefirst award level and requires 

a B grade average and a high aeaElemie aehievemeat;minimum score on a 

college entrance examination; 

III the third tieF mllst aeaward level is an amount that is equal 

to 50 percent of the highest tier aBe reE}1:lire Hlseerate aeaElefflie aekie¥efflest; 

first award level and requires a C plus grade average and a moderately high 

minimum score on a college entrance examination; 

(2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

student, not to exceed $3,000 jleFl! school year; 

(3) subject to (e) of this section, a stllEleat'sstudent who qualifies for a 
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merit-based academic aehie'o'ement mllst be determined ayscholarship may apply the 

sRident's highaward to the costs of attending a qualified career and technical school 

grade peint a\'erage and seere en an ellaminatienprogram as described in AS 

)4.43.82(:)(a)(3) and 14.43.825(a)(3835(a)(2). 

(b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

is enrolled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award en a pre rata basis. of 50 

percent of the amount of scholarship award for which the student is eligible under (a) 

of this section. 

(c) A student's eligibility for a scholarship tenninates six years after the date 

the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 

time allowed by the department. The department shall reeegni20e the sRident's military 

seFviee is fftalEiag allev/aaees Haser this saeseetieB. 

(d) Subject to AS-)4.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

university or college, which may include graduate courses~_ or for up to two calendar 

years of attendance at a qualified career or technical school. A student receiving a 

merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

(e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 

student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

purposes of federal financial aid, less any other scholarships or non-Joan financial aid 

awarded to the student. 

Sec. 14.43.828. Eligibility for an unmet need scholarship supplement and 

maximum awards. (a) Subject to appropriation_ the commission shall award an unmet 

need scholarship supplement to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award. 

(b) A student is eligible to receive an unmet need scholarship supplement if 

the student 

(I) is eligible for a merit-based academic scholarship or a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship; and 
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(2) can demonstrate, in a year III which the student receIves a 

scholarship, that the student has unmet financial need greater than $2,000, 

(c) The maximum amount for an unmet need scholarship supplement is 50 

percent of the unmet financial need that exceeds $2,000. 

(d) The qualified postsecondary institution attended by the student shall 

determine unmet financial need by subtracting from the student's allowable standard 

costs of attcndance at the institution all non loan sources of financial support, 

including an expected family contribution and all federal, state, and private 

scholarships or grants received by the student. 

(e) In this section, 

(]) "allowable standard costs of attendance" means 

(A) for a student who receives a merit-based academic 

scholarship, the lesser of the 

(i) standard costs of attendance at the University of 

Alaska, as determined by the commission; or 

(ii) actual costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission; 

(8) for a student who receives a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship, the costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission based on room and board costs that do not 

exceed the standard room and board costs at the University of Alaska as 

determined by the commission; 

(2) "expected family contribution" means the amount a student or the 

student's family is expected to pay toward the student's cost of attendance, as 

determined by use of the most recent federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

ferto allow students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by 
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alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that weliia make it lInfair 

net te allew tke stllaent te make 1I1l the aefieit.beyond the student's control. The 

department may not waive a requirement and shall require the student to achieve a 

result comparable to that required of other students. The decision of the department 

regarding a student's eligibility for alternative means is final. In determining 

circumstances in which the student may pursue alternative means, the department shall 

consider the fairness teeffect on students who have met the requirements and the need 

to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a high school outside of the state is 

not a circumstance in which fairness reElllires tkat a student may be allowed to pursue 

alternative means to qualify for a scholarship. Circumstances in which the department 

may allow a student to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship include 

the following: 

(1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

the control of the student. 

Sec. 14.43.835. Qualified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 

institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

(I) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

(A) authorized to operate in the state under AS-)4.48.020, or is 

exempt from authorization under AS-) 4.48.030(b)(I); and 

(8) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

(2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 

shall publish the list on or before September-) of the year preceding enrollment. 

(b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, III 

consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

regulations under AS-_44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development shall certify career and technical school programs in the 

state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 
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The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

(1) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

technical school; 

(2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

the program results in a certificate or license that is recognized by the industry for 

which the training prepares the student; 

(3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

(4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development in regulation. 

(c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 

education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualify a postsecondary 

institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 

by teachers or equipment in the state. 

Sec_ 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

( c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 

to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error. 

Sec. 14.43.845. Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

earnings of the governor's performance scholarship fund under AS-) 7 .14. 750 -

37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 
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scholarships awarded to students under AS-J4.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

Sec. 14.43.850. Reflort to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

law, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data 

necessary to prepare public reports regarding the gS'Iemsr's jlerfeFIBasee sehslarshijl 

program. 

(b) NeNot more than 10 days after the startconvening of each year!sregular 

legislative session, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the 

Department of Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

shall present an annual report to the public, the governor, and the legislature 

containing information of public interest regarding the gS'lemsr's jlerfeFIBHsee 

sehslarshijl program, including 

(1) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

awarded; 

(2) the dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and 

eJljleetee the dollar amounts expected to be awarded for the next year; and 

(3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified in AS 

14.43.810. 

Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS-J4.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(1) "eslfllflississ" lfIea!1S the Alaska CSlfllflississ SH PsstseesHear)' 

BelieatisH; 

(2) "eemmissioner" meBHS the eemmissisBer sf eooeatiea aBa eaTl)' 

(3) "eejlw tmeHt" lfIeaHS the Dejlartlf\eHt sf BdlIeatisH ase Bad)' 

DeyelspmeBt; 

f4t--!!grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four­

point scale, sr five jlsist seale fer aayaHeea jllaeemest elasses, obtained by the student 

in high school; 

(~Il "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

United States; 
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(61) "program" means the governor's performance scholarship 

program established under AS-J4.43.810 - 14.43.890; 

(+1) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

* Sec. 5. AS-J4.4S.130(a) is amended to read: 

---'CaL A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 

14.4S.100 - 14.4S.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting 

immunizations, physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, 

[aHt!AND] courses taken at the school, and level of eligibility for a governor's 

performance scholarship under AS-14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

* Sec. 6. AS-_23.0S.060 is amended to read: 

-----Sec.-AS 23.05.060. Powers of the department. The department 

may 

(1) enforce all state labor laws; 

(2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

(3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

concerning the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

enforcement of this chapter; 

(4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

employee an amount due by contract; 

(S) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

24 necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

2S (6) in accordance with AS-_37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

26 and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

27 organizations, or other persons.i. 

28 (7) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

29 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810-

30 14.43.890. 

31 * Sec. 7. AS- 36.30.8S0(b) is amended to read: 
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(b) This chapter applies to every expenditure of state money by the state, 

acting through an agency. under a contract. except that this chapter does not apply to 

(1) grants; 

(2) contracts for professional witnesses to provide for professional 

services or testimony relating to existing or probable lawsuits in which the state is or 

may become a party; 

(3) contracts of the University of Alaska where the work is to be 

performed substantially by students enrolled in the university; 

(4) contracts for medical doctors and dentists; 

(5) acquisitions or disposals of real property or interest 10 real 

property. except as provided in AS 36.30.080 and 36.30.085; 

(6) disposals under AS 38.05; 

(7) contracts for the preparation and transportation of ballots under 

AS 15; 

(8) acquisitions or disposals of property and other contracts relating to 

airports under AS 02.15.070.02.15.090.02.15.091, and AS 44.88; 

(9) disposals of obsolete property under AS 19.05.060; 

(10) disposals of obsolete material or equipment under AS 35.20.060; 

(11) agreements with providers of services under AS 47.25.071 -

47.25.095; AS 47.07; AS 47.08; AS 47.10; AS 47.12; AS 47.14; AS 47.17; AS 47.24; 

and AS 47.27. including contractors under AS 47.27.050; 

(12) contracts of the Department of Fish and Game for flights that 

involve specialized flying and piloting skills and are not point-to-point; 

(13) purchases of income-producing assets for the state treasury or a 

public corporation of the state; 

(14) [REPEALED 

(15)] a contract that is a delegation. in whole or in part. of investment 

powers held by 

(A) the commiSSIOner of revenue under AS 14.42.200. 

14.42.210. AS 18.56.095. AS 37.10.070. 37.10.071, or AS 37.14; 

(8) the Board of Regents of the University of Alaska under 
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AS 14.40.250 - 14.40.491; 

(15) [(] 6)] a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of 

investment powers or fiduciary duties of 

(A) the Board of Trustees of the Alaska Permanent Fund 

Corporation under AS 37.13; 

(m the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority under 

AS 37.14.001 - 37.14.099; 

(16) [(] 7)] the purchase of books, book binding services, newspapers, 

periodicals, audio-visual materials, network information services access, approval 

plans, professional memberships, archival materials, objects of art, and items for 

museum or archival acquisition having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

significance: in this paragraph 

(A) "approval plans" means book selection services in which 

current book titles meeting an agency's customized specifications are provided 

to the agency subject to the right of the agency to return those books that do 

not meet with the agency's approval; 

(B) "archival materials" means the noncurrent records of an 

agency that are preserved after appraisal because of their value: 

(C) "audio-visual materials" means nonbook prerecorded 

materials, including records, tapes, slides, transparencies, films, filmstrips, 

cassettes, videos, compact discs, laser discs, and items that require the use of 

equipment to render them usable: 

(D) "network information services" means a group ofresources 

from which cataloging information, holdings records, inter-library loans, 

acquisitions information, and other reference resources can be obtained; 

(17) [(] 8)] contracts for the purchase of standardized examinations for 

licensure under AS 08; 

(18) [(] 9)] contracts for home health care provided under regulations 

adopted by the Department of Health and Social Services and for adult residential care 

services provided under regulations adopted by the Department of Health and Social 

Services or by the Department of Administration: 
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(19) [(20)] contracts for supplies or services for research projects 

funded by money received from the federal government or private grants; 

(20) [(21)] guest speakers or performers for an educational or cultural 

activity; 

(21) [(22)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

Authority for a clean coal technology demonstration project that 

(A) is attempting to develop a coal-fired electric generation 

project; 

(B) uses technology that IS capable of commercialization 

during the 1990's; and 

(C) qualifies for federal financial participation under P.L. 99-

190 as amended; 

(22) [(23)] operation and protection of assets or disposals of equipment 

and supplies acquired through foreclosure or other legal proceedings relating to loans 

issued under AS 03.10; 

(23) [(24)] purchases of curatorial and conservation services to 

maintain, preserve, and interpret 

(A) objects of art; and 

(B) items having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

significance to the state; 

(24) [(25)] acquisition of confidential seismic survey data necessarv 

for pre-sale oil and gas lease or gas only lease analyses under AS 38.05.180; 

(25) [(26)] contracts for village public safety officers; 

(26) [(27)] purchases of supplies and services to support the operations 

of the Alaska state troopers or law enforcement officers engaged in fish and wildlife 

protection if the procurement officer for the Department of Puhlic Safety makes a 

written determination that publicity of the purchases would jeopardize the safety of 

personnel or the success of a covert operation; 

(27) [(28)] expenditures when rates are set by law or ordinance; 

(28) [(29)] construction of new vessels by the Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities for the Alaska marine highway system; 
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(29) [(30)] contracts entered int 0 with a regional develoQment 

organization; in this QaragraQh, "regional develoQm ent organization" has the meaning 

given in AS 44.33.895; 

(30) [(3])] contracts that are to be Q 

country and that require a knowledge of the custom 

erformed in an area outside of the 

s, Qrocedures, rules, or laws of the 

(31) [(32)] contracts that are betw 

attorneys who are not emQloyed by the state and tha 

of Qossible violations of the criminal law of the sta 

general concludes that an actual or Qotential contlic 

for the DeQartment of Law to review or Qrosecute th 

een the DeQartment of Law and 

t are for the review or Qrosecution 

te in situations where the attorney 

t of interest makes it inaQQroQriate 

e Qossible violations; 

Qartment of Natural Resources and (32) [(33)] contracts between the De 

contractors qualified to evaluate hydrocarbon develo 

and economics, to assist the commissioner of 

aQQlications for royaltv increases or decreases 0 

evaluating the related financial and technical data, en 

Qment, Qroduction, transQortation, 

natural resources In evaluating 

r other royalty adjustments, and 

tered into under AS 38.05.180(j); 

ndustrial DeveloQment and EXQort (33) [(34)] contracts of the Alaska I 

Authoritv made with the developer of an integrate d transQortation and Qort facilitv 

owned by the authority; 

(34) [(35)] procurements of contracts with the media for advertising; 

(35) [(36) REPEALED 

(37)] contracts between the state m edical examiner and a Qrovider of 

medical services to Qerform or assist in Qerformin g the duties assigned to the state 

medical examiner in AS 12.65.020; 

(36) [(38)] contracts between the 

independent contractor under AS 43.82.240; 

commissioner of revenue and an 

er under AS 44.62.730 or for a (37) [(39)] contracts for a conven 

facilitator under AS 44.62.760 related to a negotiate d regulation making Qrocess under 

AS 44.62.710 - 44.62.800; 

(38) [(40) REPEALED 

(4])] a tourism marketing contract aw arded under AS 44.33.125; 
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(39) [( 42)J grants and contracts with qualified entities for services 

under AS 47.18.330 for the foster care transition program; 

(40) [(43)J contracts for travel services, including airplane travel. hotel 

accommodations, and travel agency services, but excluding motor vehicle rentals; 

(41) [(44)J contracts of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education or the Alaska Student Loan Corporation for the guarantee and disbursing of 

financial aid money to institutions of postsecondary education under the financial aid 

programs under AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750 and AS 14.44.025; 

(42) contracts of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education for the servicing and disbursing of financial aid money to institutions 

of postsecondary education under the financial aid programs under AS 14.43.S10 

- 14.43.S90; 

(43) [(45)J contracts for an arbitration panel to detennine whether a 

14 project IS uneconomic under AS 43.90.240, and contracts for the development of 

15 application provisions for licensure and for the evaluation of those applications under 

16 AS 43.90; 

17 (44) [(46)J contracts for delivery of home heating assistance under 

18 AS 47.25.626; 

19 (45) [(47)J contracts of the Alaska Pension Obligation Bond 

20 Corporation under AS 37.16.010 - 37.16.900. 

21 * Sec. S. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

22 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

23 Sec. 37.14.750. GOvernor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

24 The governor's perfonnance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

25 fund consists of 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(1) approl'riations to the fund; 

(2) donations to the fund; and 

(3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

(b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 
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I of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

2 time. 

3 (C) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 

4 Sec. 37.14.755. Powers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

5 carrying out the investment duties under AS-)7.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 

6 of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS-) 7 .10.071. The commissioner shall 

7 provide reports to the bepartment of Education and Early Development, the 

8 Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on 

9 Postsecondary Education on the condition and investment performance of the fund. 

10 Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July-J of each year, 

II the commissioner of revenue shall determine the average month-end market value of 

12 the fund for the immediately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shall 

13 identify five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

14 appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income account created 

15 under AS-J4.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

16 may award scholarships under AS-J4.43.810 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall 

17 also report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts that had 

18 previously-been identified as available for appropriation to the governor's performance 

19 scholarship fund income account but that had not-been appropriated. 

20 Sec. 37.14.790. befinitions. In AS-)7.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

21 requires otherwise, 

22 (I) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 

23 (2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

24 established in AS-)7.14.750(a). 

25 * See. 8. The Illlesdified law sf the State sf Alaska is amended ay adding a new seetisn ts 

26 reado 

27 * Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new 

28 section to read: 

29 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

30 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

31 Department of Education and Barly Development and the Department of Labor and 
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1 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

2 Education, may adopt regulations under AS-_44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

3 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS-)4.43.81O, enacted by sec. 

4 4 of this Act, so that smElenlsa student 

5 (l) may be eligible for the program eyen tHslIgh they EliEl nsl fully meelif the 

6 reEjllireEl esre aeaElemie ellffiellillm student, for the school years eegiflflingbetween July-), 

7 2010 tflFslIgh, and June-_30, 2013, has completed the core curriculum requirements In 

8 language arts and social studies for the scholarship, and three or more years each of 

9 mathematics and science; and 

10 (2) who graduated from high school in this state after June-_30, 2010, and 

11 before July-), 2011, and meelmeets eligibility requirements for the program may apply for 

12 Iheir sehslarshijlsa scholarship beginning July-), 2011. 

13 * Sec. 910. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

14 to read: 

15 TRANSITION: R!<:GULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

16 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

17 Commission on Postsecondar)' l!ducation may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

18 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

19 effect under AS-_44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September-), 2010. 

20 * Sec. 11.lth-Section 9.!.Q of this Act takes effect immediately under AS-_O1.1 0.070(c). 

21 * Sec. 12. lh-Except as provided in sec . .w II of this Act, this Act takes effect September 

22 ),2010. 
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 297(EDC) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE EDUCA nON COMMITTEE 

Offered: 
Referred: 

SpODsor(s): THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

26-GH277I \E 
Mischel 
3/11/10 

I "An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date." 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall detennine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a merit-based governor's perfonnance scholarship 

10 under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall state in the 

II student's penn anent record the highest level of funding for which the student is 

12 eligible. A district shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that the 

13 district correct an error in the eligibility detennination. 

14 * Sec. 2. AS l4.07.020(a) is amended to read: 

-1- CSHB 297(EDC) 
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(a) The department shall 

(l) exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state 

except the University of Alaska; 

(2) study the conditions and needs of the public schools of the state, 

adopt or recommend plans, administer and evaluate grants to improve school 

perfonnance awarded under AS 14.03.125, and adopt regulations for the improvement 

of the public schools; 

(3) provide advisory and consultative services to all public school 

governing bodies and personnel; 

(4) prescribe by regulation a minimum course of study for the public 

schools; the regulations must provide that, if a course in American Sign Language is 

given, the course shall be given credit as a course in a foreign language; 

(5) establish, in coordination with the Department of Health and Social 

Services, a program for the continuing education of children who are held in detention 

facilities in the state during the period of detention; 

(6) accredit those public schools that meet accreditation standards 

prescribed by regulation by the department; these regulations shall be adopted by the 

department and presented to the legislature during the first 10 days of any regular 

session, and become effective 45 days after presentation or at the end of the session, 

whichever is earlier, unless disapproved by a resolution concurred in by a majority of 

the members of each house; 

(7) prescribe by regulation, after consultation with the state fire 

marshal and the state sanitarian, standards that will assure healthful and safe 

conditions in the public and private schools of the state, including a requirement of 

physical examinations and immunizations in pre-elementary schools; the standards for 

private schools may not be more stringent than those for public schools; 

(8) exercise general supervision over pre-elementary schools that 

receive direct state or federal funding; 

(9) exercise general supervision over elementary and secondary 

correspondence study programs offered by municipal school districts or regional 

educational attendance areas; the department may also offer and make available to any 

CSHB 297(EDC) -2-
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Alaskan through a centralized office a correspondence study program; 

2 (10) accredit private schools that request accreditation and that meet 

3 accreditation standards prescribed by regulation by the department; nothing in this 

4 paragraph authorizes the department to require religious or other private schools to be 

5 licensed; 

6 (II) revIew plans for construction of new public elementary and 

7 secondary schools and for additions to and major rehabilitation of existing public 

8 elementary and secondary schools and, in accordance with regulations adopted by the 

9 department, determine and approve the extent of eligibility for state aid of a school 

10 construction or major maintenance project; for the purposes of this paragraph, "plans" 

II include educational specifications, schematic designs, and final contract documents; 

12 (12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of vocational 

13 education and training, and basic education to individuals over 16 years of age who 

14 are no longer attending school; 

15 (13) administer the grants awarded under AS 14.11; 

16 (14) establish, in coordination with the Department of Public Safety, a 

17 school bus driver training course; 

18 (15) require the reporting of information relating to school disciplinary 

19 and safety programs under AS 14.33.120 and of incidents of disruptive or violent 

20 behavior; 

21 (16) establish by regulation criteria, based on low student performance, 

22 under which the department may intervene in a school district to improve instructional 

23 practices, as described in AS 14.07.030(14) or (15); the regulations must include 

24 (A) a notice provision that alerts the district to the deficiencies 

25 and the instructional practice changes proposed by the department; 

26 (8) an end date for departmental intervention, as described in 

27 AS 14.07.030(14)(A) and (8) and (IS), after the district demonstrates three 

28 consecutive years of improvement consisting of not less than two percent 

29 increases in student proficiency on standards-based assessments in math, 

30 reading, and writing as provided in AS 14.03.1 23(f)(2)(A); and 

31 (C) a process for districts to petition the department for 
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continuing or discontinuing the department's intervention; 

2 (17) notify the legislative committees having jurisdiction over· 

3 education before intervening in a school district under AS 14.07.030(14) or redirecting 

4 public school funding under AS 14.07.030(15)i 

5 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

6 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

7 14.43.890. 

8 * Sec. 3. AS 14.42.030(e) is amended to read: 

9 (e) The commission may 

10 (I) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

II to 

12 (A) carry out the purposes of 

\3 (i) AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 

14 14.43.750],14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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31 

(ii) AS 14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

purposes of AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; 

(8) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, Insurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

instrumentalities, or corporations; and 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under 

AS 14.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

under AS 14.43.151 -14.43.155; 

(2) delegate to the executive director of the commisSion or a 

subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to 

adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43.100(b) and 

AS 14.48.120; 

CSHB 297(EDC) -4-
New Text Underlined {DELETED TEXT BRACKETED} 



L 

452 

1 

2 

3 

4 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-GH2771\E 

(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

carrying out its functions; 

(4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 

5 education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 

6 submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

7 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

8 (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

9 AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and 

10 (8) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

11 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

12 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

13 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

14 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

15 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

16 * Sec. 4. AS 14.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

17 Article l1A. Governor's Performance Scholarship Program. 

18 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship program established; 

19 Alaska residency. (a) The governor's performance scholarship program is established 

20 for the purpose of ensuring that a rigorous curriculum is available in all high schools 

21 in the state and to provide scholarships for high school graduates who are Alaska 

22 residents to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in the state. The program 

23 includes a merit-based academic scholarship, a merit-based career and technical 

24 school scholarship, and an unmet financial need scholarship supplement. The merit-

25 based academic scholarship consists of three levels of awards. The merit-based career 

26 and technical school scholarship consists of one level of award. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(b) The department shall design the programmatic standards for the 

scholarships and appeals of adverse decisions. The commission shall administer the 

daily operations of the program and financing of the program, including the 

procedures for applying for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring 

continuing compliance with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply 
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1 for other non loan financial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective agencies 

2 shall adopt necessary regulations under AS 44.62 after consultation with each other. 

3 The department may change the regulations under AS 44.62 relating to the 

4 programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by 

5 giving advance public notice at least one school year before the effective date of the 

6 change. 

7 (c) For purposes of the program, a student is an Alaska resident if the student 

8 meets the requirements for establishing residency under AS 01.10.055. 

9 (d) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

10 (I) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

II (2) improving academic performance of students in kindergarten 

12 through grade 12 in the state; 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in the state; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 

(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

graduation rates of students in the state; 

(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

postsecondary opportunities; 

(9) providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state; 

(10) increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska 

postsecondary institutions. 

Sec. 14.43.815. Qualifications of applicants. (a) A student may apply for a 

governor's performance scholarship to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in 

the state if the student 

CSHB 297(EDC) 

(I) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

(2) is an Alaska resident who has 
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(A) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

the date of the application, from a high school in the state, including a public 

school, private school, and home school; 

(B) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

the date of the application, from a high school outside of the state under 

circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

allowable circumstances include a circumstance in which a high school student 

who is an Alaska resident has attended high school in the state for not less than 

two years, and has left the state because of the military service of the student's 

custodial parent who is an Alaska resident; 

(3) will receive and use, while an Alaska resident, the scholarship at a 

qualified postsecondary institution in the state not later than six years after the 

beginning of the first school year after a student's graduation from high school, unless 

the student qualifies for an extension of time allowed by the department; for purposes 

of this paragraph, standards for extension of time must include two additional years if 

the student is in military service; and 

(4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

eligible for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's performance scholarship 

if the student 

(I) has not complied with the military selective service registration 

requirements imposed under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if 

those requirements apply to the student; 

(2) is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid 

loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under 

thi s chapter; or 

(3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

Sec. 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 
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1 (b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

2 academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

3 (I) the four-year core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

4 curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

5 curriculum must include 

6 (A) four years of mathematics; 

7 (8) four years oflanguage arts; 

8 (C) four years of science; and 

9 (D) three years of social studies; 

10 (2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

11 high school to be eligible for each of the three award levels of academic scholarship 

12 under AS 14.43.827; for the first award level, a student must have an A average; for 

13 the second award level, a student must have a 8 average; and for the third award level 

14 a student must have a C plus average; the grade-point average for an A average is 3.5 

15 or higher, for a 8 average, less than 3.5 but not less than 3.0, and for a C plus average, 

16 less than 3.0 but not less than 2.5; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

17 requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

18 grades; 

19 (3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 

20 student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three award levels of 

21 academic scholarship under AS 14.43.827; 

22 (4) a process by which a student who meets the grade standards in (2) 

23 of this subsection for a particular award level, but does not meet the minimum scores 

24 established under (3) of this subsection for that level, may apply for a lower 

25 scholarship award level; 

26 (5) enrollment In a course of study at a qualified postsecondary 

27 institution as described in AS 14.43.835 that is intended to result in the award of a 

28 certificate or degree; 

29 (6) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

30 regain eligibility; 

31 (7) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 
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student may submit evidence to the qualified postsecondary institution that establishes 

the equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point average, and core academic 

curriculum for public school students. 

Sec. 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship to an applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

(I) the core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(8) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

high school; the minimum is C plus average; the C plus average requirement is a 

grade-point average of 2.5 or higher; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

grades; 

(3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 

(A) college entrance examination; or 

(8) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the 

department; 

(4) enrollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 

preparedness to enter the workforce; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility. 
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I Sec. 14.43.827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) Subject to (b) -

2' (e) of this section and the programmatic standards established under AS 14.43.820(b), 

3 the maximum awards and allowable uses for the merit-based programs are as follows: 

4 (I) for the merit-based academic scholarship, the following three levels 

5 of scholarship financing award for a semester: 

6 (A) the first award level is an amount that is equal to the cost of 

7 approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 2010 - 2011 and 

8 requires an A grade average and a very high minimum score on a college 

9 entrance examination; 

10 (8) the second award level is an amount that is equal to 75 

II percent of the first award level and requires a 8 grade average and a high 

12 minimum score on a college entrance examination; 

13 (C) the third award level is an amount that is equal to 50 

14 percent of the first award level and requires a C plus grade average and a 

15 moderately high minimum score on a college entrance examination; 

16 (2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

17 must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

18 student, not to exceed $3,000 a school year; 

19 (3) subject to (e) of this section, a student who qualifies for a merit-

20 based academic scholarship may apply the award to the costs of attending a qualified 

21 career and technical school program as described in AS 14.43.835(a)(2). 

22 (b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

23 is enrolled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award of 50 percent of the 

24 amount of scholarship award for which the student is eligible under (a) of this section. 

25 (c) A student's eligibility. for a scholarship terminates six years after the date 

26 the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 

27 time allowed by the department. 

28 (d) Subject to AS 14.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

29 scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

30 university or college, which may include graduate courses, or for up to two calendar 

31 years of attendance at a qualified career or technical school. A student receiving a 
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merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

2 years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

3 receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

4 (e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 

5 student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

6. purposes of federal financial aid, less any other scholarships or non loan financial aid 

7 awarded to the student. 

8 Sec. 14.43.828. Eligibility for an unmet need scholarship supplement and 

9 maximum awards. (a) Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award an unmet 

10 need scholarship supplement to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

11 award. 

12 (b) A student is eligible to receive an unmet need scholarship supplement if 

13 the student 

14 (I) is eligible for a merit-based academic scholarship or a merit-based 

15 career and technical school scholarship; and 

16 (2) can demonstrate, in a year In which the student receIves a 

17 scholarship, that the student has unmet financial need greater than $2,000. 

18 (c) The maximum amount for an unrnet need scholarship supplement is 50 

19 percent of the unrnet financial need that exceeds $2,000. 

20 
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(d) The qualified postsecondary institution attended by the student shall 

determine unmet financial need by subtracting from the student's allowable standard 

costs of attendance at the institution all non loan sources of financial support, 

including an expected family c~ntribution and all federal, state, and private 

scholarships or grants received by the student. 

( e) In this section, 

(I) "allowable standard costs of attendance" means 

(A) for a student who receives a merit-based academic 

scholarship, the lesser of the 

(i) standard costs of attendance at the University of 

Alaska, as determined by the commission; or 

(ii) actual costs of attendance at the qualified 
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postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission; 

(8) for a student who receives a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship, the costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission based on room and board costs that do not 

exceed the standard room and board costs at the University of Alaska as 

determined by the commission; 

(2) "expected family contribution" means the amount a student or the 

student's family is expected to pay toward the student's cost of attendance, as 

determined by use of the most recent federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b j The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

to allow students who are no( eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by 

alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances beyond the student's 

control. The department may not waive a requirement and shall require the student to 

achieve a result comparable to that required of other students. The decision of the 

department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative means is final. In 

determining circumstances in which the student may pursue alternative means, the 

department shall consider the effect on students who have met the requirements and 

the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a high school outside of 

the state is not a circumstance in which a student may be allowed to pursue alternative 

means to qualify for a scholarship. Circumstances in which the department may allow 

a student to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship include the 

following: 

(I) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

the control of the student. 

Sec. 14.43.835. Qualified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 
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institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

(1) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

(A) authorized to operate in the state under AS 14.48.020, or is 

exempt from authorization under AS 14.48.030(b)(1); and 

(B) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

(2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 

shall publish the list on or before September I of the year preceding enrollment. 

(b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, In 

consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

regulations under AS 44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development shall certify career and technical school programs in the 

state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 

The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

(1) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

technical school; 

(2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

the program results in a certificate or license that .is recognized by the industry for 

which the training prepares the student; 

(3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

(4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development in regulation. 

(c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 

education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualify a postsecondary 

institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 
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by teachers or equipment in the state. 

2 Sec. 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

3 application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

4 (b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

5 to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

6 subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

7 scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

8 (c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 

9 to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error. 

10 Sec. 14.43.845. Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

11 The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

12 in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

13 earnings of the governor's perfonnance scholarship fund under AS 37.14.750 -

14 37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 

15 scholarships awarded to students under AS 14.43.810 -14.43.890. 

16 Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under. 

17 law, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

18 Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data 

19 necessary to prepare public reports regarding the program. 

20 (b) Not more than 10 days after the convening of each regular legislative 

21 session, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

22 Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an 

23 annual report to the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of 

24 public interest regarding the program, including 

25 (1) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

26 awarded; 

27 (2) the dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and the 

28 dollar amounts expected to be awarded for the next year; and 

29 (3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified 1D 

30 AS 14.43.810. 

31 Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 
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1 requires otherwise, 

2 (I) "grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four-

3 point scale obtained by the student in high school; 

4 (2) "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

5 United States; 

6 (3) "program" means the governor's performance scholarship program 

7 established under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890; 

8 (4) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

9 district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

10 * Sec. S. AS 14.45. 130(a) is amended to read: 

11 (a) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100 

12 - 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations, 

13 physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, [AND] courses 

14 taken at the school, and level of eligibility for a governor's performance 

15 scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

16 * Sec. 6. AS 23.05.060 is amended to read: 

17 Sec. 23.0S.060. Powers of the department. The department may 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(1) enforce all state labor laws; 

(2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

(3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

concernmg the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

enforcement of this chapter; 

(4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

employee an amount due by contract; 

(5) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

(6) in accordance with AS 37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

organizations, or other personsi 
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(7) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

2 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

3 14.43.890. 

4 * Sec. 7. AS 36.30.850(b) is amended to read: 

5 (b) This chapter applies to every expenditure of state money by the state, 

6 acting through an agency, under a contract, except that this chapter does not apply to 

7 (I) grants; 

8 (2) contracts for professional witnesses to provide for professional 

9 services or testimony relating to existing or probable lawsuits in which the state is or 

10 may become a party; 

II (3) contracts of the University of Alaska where the work is to be 

12 performed substantially by students enrolled in the university; 

13 (4) contracts for medical doctors and dentists; 

14 (5) acquisitions or disposals of real property or interest In real 

15 property, except as provided in AS 36.30.080 and 36.30.085; 

16 (6) disposals under AS 38.05; 

17 

18 

(7) contracts for the preparation and transportation of ballots under 

AS 15; 

19 (8) acquisitions or disposals of property and other contracts relating to 

20 airports under AS 02.15.070, 02.15.090, 02.15.091, and AS 44.88; 

21 (9) disposals of obsolete property under AS 19.05.060; 

22 (10) disposals of obsolete material or equipment under AS 35.20.060; 

23 (11) agreements with providers of services under AS 47.25.071 -

24 47.25.095; AS 47.07; AS 47.08; AS 47.10; AS 47.12; AS 47.14; AS 47.17; AS 47.24; 

25 and AS 47.27, including contractors under AS 47.27.050; 

26 (12) contracts of the Department of Fish and Game for flights that 

27 involve specialized flying and piloting skills and are not point-to-point; 

28 (13) purchases of income-producing assets for the state treasury or a 

29 public corporation of the state; 

30 (14) [REPEALED 

31 (15)] a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of investment 
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powers held by 

(A) the commissioner of revenue under AS 14.42.200, 

14.42.210, AS 18.56.095, AS 37.10.070, 37.10.071, or AS 37.14; 

(B) the Board of Regents of the University of Alaska under 

AS 14.40.250 - 14.40.491; 

@ [(16)] a contract that is a delegation, In whole or in part, of 

investment powers or fiduciary duties of 

(A) the Board of Trustees of the Alaska Permanent Fund 

Corporation under AS 37.13; 

(B) the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority under 

AS 37.14.001 - 37.14.099; 

ll2l [(17)] the purchase of books, book binding services, newspapers, 

periodicals, audio-visual materials, network information services access, approval 

plans, professional memberships, archival materials, objects of art, and items for 

museum or archival acquisition having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

significance; in this paragraph 

(A) "approval plans" means book selection services in which 

current book titles meeting an agency's customized specifications are provided 

to the agency subject to the right of the agency to return those books that do 

not meet with the agency's approval; 

(B) "archival materials" means the noncurrent records of an 

agency that are preserved after appraisal because of their value; 

(C) "audio-visual materials" means nonbook prerecorded 

materials, including records, tapes, slides, transparencies, films, filmstrips, 

cassettes, videos, compact discs, laser discs, and items that require the use of 

equipment to render them usable; 

(D) "network information services" means a group of resources 

from which cataloging information, holdings records, inter-library loans, 

acquisitions information, and other reference resources can be obtained; 

ll.1l [(18)] contracts for the purchase of standardized examinations for 

licensure under AS 08; 
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I @ [(19)] contracts for home health care provided under regulations 

2 adopted by the Department of Health and Social Services and for adult residential care 

3 services provided under regulations adopted by the Department of Health and Social 

4 Services or by the Department of Administration; 

5 i!2l [(20)] contracts for supplies or services for research projects 

6 funded by money received from the federal government or private grants; 

7 (20) [(21)] guest speakers or performers for an educational or cultural 

8 activity; 

9 illl [(22)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

10 Authority for a clean coal technology demonstration project that 

II (A) is attempting to develop a coal-fired electric generation 

12 project; 

\3 (B) uses technology that is capable of commercialization 

14 during the 1990's; and 

15 (C) qualifies for federal financial participation under P.L. 99-

16 190 as amended; 

17 .!lll [(23)] operation and protection of assets or disposals of equipment 

18 and supplies acquired through foreclosure or other legal proceedings relating to loans 

19 issued under AS 03.10; 

20 

21 

22 

23 

@ [(24)] purchases of curatorial and conservation services to 

maintain, preserve, and interpret 

(A) objects of art; and 

(B) items having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

24 significance to the state; 

25 (24) [(25)] acquisition of confidential seismic survey data necessary 

26 for pre-sale oil and gas lease or gas only lease analyses under AS 38.05.180; 

27 (25) [(26)] contracts for village public safety officers; 

28 (26) [(27)] purchases of supplies and services to support the operations 

29 of the Alaska state troopers or law enforcement officers engaged in fish and wildlife 

30 protection if the procurement officer for the Department of Public Safety makes a 

31 written determination that publicity of the purchases would jeopardize the safety of 
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personnel or the success of a covert operation; 

2 (27) [(28)] expenditures when rates are set by law or ordinance; 

3 (28) [(29)] construction of new vessels by the Department of 

4 Transportation and Public Facilities for the Alaska marine highway system; 

5 (29) [(30)] contracts entered into with a regional development 

6 organization; in this paragraph, "regional development organization" has the meaning 

7 given in AS 44.33.895; 

8 (30) [(31)] contracts that are to be performed in an area outside of the 

9 country and that require a knowledge of the customs, procedures, rules, or laws of the 

10 area; 

II Q!l [(32)] contracts that are between the Department of Law and 

12 attorneys who are not employed by the state and that are for the review or prosecution 

13 of possible violations of the criminal law of the state in situations where the attorney 

14 general concludes that an actual or potential conflict of interest makes it inappropriate 

15 for the Department of Law to review or prosecute the possible violations; 

16 (32) [(33)] contracts between the Department of Natural Resources and 

17 contractors qualified to evaluate hydrocarbon development, production, transportation, 

18 and economics, to assist the commissioner of natural resources in evaluating 

19 applications for royalty increases or decreases or other royalty adjustments, and 

20 evaluating the related financial and technical data, entered into under AS 38.05.180U); 

21 (33) [(34)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

22 Authority made with the developer of an integrated transportation and port facility 

23 owned by the authority; 

24 (34) [(35)] procurements of contracts with the media for advertising; 

25 (35) [(36)] [REPEALED 

26 (37)] contracts between the state medical examiner and a provider of 

27 medical services to perform or assist in performing the duties assigned to the state 

28 medical examiner in AS 12.65.020; 

29 (36) [(38)] contracts between the commissioner of revenue and an 

30 independent contractor under AS 43.82.240; 

31 (37) [(39)] contracts for a convener under AS 44.62.730 or for a 
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I facilitator under AS 44.62.760 related to a negotiated regulation making process under 

2 AS 44.62.710 - 44.62.800; 

3 (38) [(40) REPEALED 

4 (41)) a tourism marketing contract awarded under AS 44.33.125; 

5 (39) [(42)) grants and contracts with qualified entities for services 

6 under AS 47.18.330 for the foster care transition program; 

7 (40) [(43)) contracts for travel services, including airplane travel, hotel 

8 accommodations, and travel agency services, but excluding motor vehicle rentals; 

9 f!ll [(44)] contracts of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

10 Education or the Alaska Student Loan Corporation for the guarantee and disbursing of 

II financial aid money to institutions of postsecondary education under the financial aid 

12 programs under AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750) and 

13 AS 14.44.025; 

14 (42) [(45)) contracts for an arbitration panel to detennine whether a 

15 project IS uneconomic under AS 43.90.240, and contracts for the development of 

16 . application provisions for licensure and for the evaluation of those applications under 

17 AS 43.90; 

18 (43) [(46)) contracts for delivery of home heating assistance under 

19 AS 47.25.626; 

20 (44) [(47)) contracts of the Alaska Pension Obligation Bond 

21 Corporation under AS 37.16.010 - 37.16.900. 

22 * Sec. 8. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

23 Article 8A. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

24 Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

25 The governor's perfonnance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

26 fund consists of 

27 (1) appropriations to the fund; 

28 (2) donations to the fund; and 

29 (3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

30 (b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

31 purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 
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1 contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 

2 of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

3 time. 

4 (c) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 

5 Sec. 37.14.755. Powers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

6 carrying out the investment duties under AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 

7 of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.\0.071. The commissioner shall 

8 provide reports to the Department of Education and Early Development, the 

9 Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on 

\0 Postsecondary Education on the condition and investment performance of the fund. 

II Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July I of each year, 

12 the commissioner of revenue shall determine the average month-end market value of 

13 the fund for the immediately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shall 

14 identify five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

15 appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income account created 

16. under AS 14.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

17 may award scholarships under AS 14.43.8\0 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall also 

18 report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts previously identified 

19 as available for appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income 

20 account but not appropriated. 

21 Sec. 37.14.790. Definitions. In AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

22 requires otherwise, 

23 (1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 

24 (2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

25 established in AS 37.14.750(a). 

26 * Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

27 read: 

28 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

29 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

30 Department of Education and Early Development and the Department of Labor and 

31 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

-21- CSHB 297(EDC) 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED} 



L 

469 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-GH2771\E 

Education, may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

2 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810, enacted by sec. 

3 4 of this Act, so that a student 

4 (1) may be eligible for the program even though the student did not fully meet 

5 the required core academic curriculum for the school years beginning July I, 2010, through 

6 June 30, 2013; and 

7 (2) who graduated from high school in this state after June 30, 2010, and 

8 before July I, 2011, and meets eligibility requirements for the program may apply for a 

9 scholarship beginning July 1, 2011. 

10 * Sec. 10. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

II read: 

12 TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

13 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

14 Commission on Postsecondary Education may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

15 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

16 effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September 1, 2010. 

17 * Sec. 11. Section 10 ofthis Act takes effect immediately under AS Ol.lO.070(c). 

18 * Sec. 12. Except as provided in sec. II of this Act, this Act takes effect September 1, 2010. 

CSHB 297{EDC) -22-
New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED) 



Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Dear Rep. Seaton, 

Kennedy-Crystal [Kennedy-Crystal@asdk12.orgJ 
Wednesday, February 24,201012:39 AM 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
Rep. Peggy Wilson 
HB 297-Postsecondary scholarships 

Louie 

There are two things I hope you will consider during your discussions of the scholarship 
bill. One is that it seems that only references to college attendance are being made. As 
this is called the post-secondary scholarship bill I would expect that there would also be 
mention of those seeking post-secondary vocational training. Please keep in mind that one 
reason we lose students before they graduate is that they have decided in their junior or 
senior year they do not want to attend college as that is not where their interests lie and 
they then feel that high school no longer holds anything meaningful for them if the goal is 
simply to prepare them for college. I would hope that this bill would include some way to 
entice those students who would prefer post-secondary vocational training to stay in high 
school until graduation and to financially help them seek that training after graduation. 
Even though there is a philosophy that a college prepared student is also a career prepared 
student, these students choose to drop out before they get to the point of being a college 
prepared student. Please keep in mind that our data (ASD) shows that almost all of our drop­
outs have passed the HSGQE (High School Graduation Qualifying Exam) so it is not a question 
of academic ability! 

Secondly, there seems to be another critical element that is being ignored and that is the 
alignment of what is required of our students as they take college entry and placement tests 
such as UA's Accuplacer, and the tests that our school districts use to determine if our 
students are eligible to graduate and considered to be prepared for college. In 
conversations with the Chugiak- Eagle River branch of UAA, it was pointed out that the test 
they use for determining the level of math and language arts classes students will be 
assigned to does not line up with either the Work Keys or the HSGQE (High School Graduation 
Qualifying Exam). They have offered to field test 20 of our students by having them take the 
Accuplacer test and the Work Key tests just to see how they compare. They already know they 
are not comparable but would like to see just how varied they really are. 
Aligning these tests would greatly diminish the need for remediation which essentially boils 
down to an inconsistent system. 

As you and Representative Wilson pointed out during a committee meeting on the initial 
discussion of this bill, there is a need to be careful of the criteria that is required for 
this scholarship program because that will determine academic programs. And obviously, if 
our University system already requires that students will need to take the Accuplacer tests 
to determine their math placements, then we should ensure that our districts are using 
curriculum that is aligned with those tests as well, or we will always be facing this 
conflict between what students have been directed to accomplish in their schools and what the 
University's expectations are. There is a need for a more indepth discussion between our 
University system and DEED on this issue so that we can all be "on the same page of music'" 
Thank you! 

Crystal Kennedy 
Anchorage School Board member 
907-696-2624 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Representative Seaton, 

M.A [m.acord16@gmail.comJ 
Thursday, February 18, 2010 10:35 AM 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
HB297 

My name is Marlena Acord and I am a 2010 graduate. When you are discussing the HB297 
Governors Performance Scholarship, please consider amending the bill in favor of the 2010 
graduates, who would not be receiving this opportunity. 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Your constituent, 
Marlena Acord 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 

Christopher Corwin McConnell [ASCCM10@uaa.alaska.edu) 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 8:32 PM 

To: Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: Governor Parnell's Scholarship Plan 

Representative Paul Seaton, 

My name is Chris McConnell and I am a student at the University of Alaska Anchorage. I am 
writing you today to urge you to support a needs-based component to the Governor's 
Scholarship Plan. 

Investing in our Universities creates an economic engine, states that have invested in their 
students see higher high school graduation rates, improved college readiness and a return on 
their investment by having a home grown workforce. 

The most effective programs in other states, including Wyoming's Hathaway plan, have included 
a needs based component and I hope you will consider improving, strengthening and balancing 
the plan by including one. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Christopher C. McConnell 
Student Senator 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
(ge7) 3el-2e31 
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Dear Representative Seaton, 

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 
SOUTHEAST 

Juneau'Ketchlkan'Sitka 

Student Government 

February 17, 2010 

With the advent of the Governor's Performance Scholarship and the formation of the UA Booster's Caucus this session, 
we perceive a climate within the Legislature that is both pro-education and open to collaboration with members of the 
University's academic community. With that in mind, we write you today to express our support for the creation of a 
new scholarship program for Alaskan students. We applaud the Governor for his initiative and are glad to see an 
administration that seeks to reinforce Alaska and its workforce through supplementary funding of higher education. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, the Governor's program is based on "Taylor plan" legislation that has been 
successfully implemented in twenty-two other states. As a result, its similarity to these other programs has often 
been cited as an argument for its inception in Alaska. However, it should be pointed outthat of the twenty-two states 
cited by this argument, twelve are actually hybrid need/merit-based programs. 

In light of this fact and given the language of the Governor's proposed legislation, we would be remiss as student 
advocates if we did not note its distinct lack of need-based aid, which we consider a vital componentto any legislation 
that seeks to provide funding for Alaska's students. Alaska ranks last in college enrollment rates for low-income 
students, a position that it has held for sixteen years. If solely merit-based legislation passes, we worry that the 
majority of the funding will go to those students who have benefited from stronger support networks at home & in the 
community rather than those who against the odds have reached the doors of the University and are now most 
deserving of our support. 

68% of all aid within the UA system already comes in the form of loans (2008-09). With the recent federal financial 
crisis, we have seen a simultaneous increase of tuition and tightening of credit requirements across the country. As a 
result, it is becoming increasingly more difficult for prospective students to find funding, even through our own 
AlaskaAdvantage loans. Without need-based aid, this situation is the final nail in the coffin, sealing off access to higher 
education for students who have exhausted their other financial means or worse, never had them to begin with. 

For the last two years, UAS student government and the Coalition of Student Leaders have advocated for House Bill 94 
and Senate Bill 33 and the Alaska Achiever's Incentive Program (or AAIP) that would be created by them. We here at 
UAS still strongly support this original legislation. However, with the Governor's newly proposed scholarship 
receiving much of the attention devoted to post-secondary financial aid, we recognize thatthe best option for passing 
need-based aid may be the addition of this componentto GPS. With those two thoughts in mind, we ask that you lend 
your support to legislation that will implement need-based aid within the UA system, regardless of the vehicle. 

Thank You, 

Senator Jessica Eller 

11120 Glacier Highway, Juneau, Alaska 99801' (907) 796-6517 office' (907) 796-6358 fax' (907) 796-6528 receptionist 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Rep. Paul Seaton 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 9:38 AM 
Louie Flora 
FW: Parnell's $400 million scholarship plan 

-----Original Message-----
From: Margie Bauman [mailto:margieb42@mtaonline.netj 
Sent: Sunday, January 31, 2010 11:08 PM 
To: Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: Parnell's $400 million scholarship plan 

Hi Paulo .. 

Saw your comments in the Homer Tribune regarding the governor's proposed scholarship program. 
What struck me in particular was these comments: 

'Kids who get good grades generally come from families who are higher on the social-economic 
level. Are we accomplishing the goal of increasing the breadth of students who go to college 
if we focus only on grades?' Seaton asked. 'These are the students who will go to college 
anyway. I am wondering about those who might fall through the cracks if that is our only 
criteria.' 

You make a good point here. Ought not some substantial funds go to the middle schools for 
some intensive tutoring and other help for students identified as having a desire to go to 
college but struggling for a variety of reqsons to get good grades. 

Reasons could be from a financially struggling family (homeless to not enough food in the 
house, or clothes on the kids' backs, or a decent place to study at home--or parents and 
other relatives with medical or mental health/substance abuse problems ... or abuse issues at 
home which the kids are afraid to talk about. 

Could also be that the student needs a good medical check-up to identify something that keeps 
them from being a good student--anything from allergy to gluten to hearing and eyesight 
issues. I've known of kids with a variety of such issues that went untreated for years, 
sometimes unintentionally, most often for financial reasons. 

At any rate, all our Alaskan kids deserve equal footing in this effort-if they want to go to 
college or trade school - and a lot of them are NOT getting it from home. 

As a single parent - my son was born in Fairbanks - I did something a lot of people still 
tell me is weird. Knowing it was up to me, I started saving for my son's college education 
before he was born. It took me 17 years, but he went on to college at the University of 
Nevada-Reno and when he graduated,he had no outstanding loans. 

College is getting more and more expensive. The kids need help, but I agree with you that 
heaping the bulk of the state funding upon only the A students is NOT the solution. There are 
a lot of very bright, successful people that we both know who never were A students ... But 
smart in other ways. 

Best regards, 
margieb 
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Louie Flora 

From: Ellis's [ellis7@gci.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2010 9:35 AM 

Rep. Paul Seaton To: 
Subject: HB297 

February 16, 2010 

Representative Paul Seaton, 

I am writing to you in regards to HB297. I do not believe it is the state's place to fund higher education. This 
bill would set up an entitlement mentality that the government owes us a college education. At this time, the 
legislature should be holding the line on spending and concentrating on ways to improve the job situation in 
Alaska. 

That said, HB297 has many flaws: 

1) The bill's stated goal is higher graduation rates but instead is setting new curriculum requirements. 
DEED already has the ability to change curriculum requirements for graduation. To improve graduation 
rates you need to reach the students at the elementary level and make sure they receive a sound 
education. This enables them to be engaged at the middle and high school levels. This bill assumes that 
students are dropping out due to lack of funding for postsecondary education. This is an unsubstantiated 
assumption. 

2) The bill is inequitable in how it allocates funding for educational choices. If a student is qualified for 
the program they should be able to use the funds in any university, college or vocational school in the 
state. Allowing a set dollar amount per year or the cost of tuition, whichever is less, would accomplish 
this. We should not allocate more money to students who chose a university education over students 
who choose a vocational school. 

3) This bill uses a combination of test scores, GPA and curriculum content to qualify students for this 
scholarship. This is where the bill again deviates from its' purpose of increasing graduation outcomes 
to focusing on how students are educated and by whom. How the education was acquired should not be 
the issue but that the student did acquire the education. DEED would and should no longer be involved 
in setting curriculum requirements for private, charter or non-public homeschools. 

4) This bill should award the scholarship to any student who graduates and has a qualifying SAT or ACT 
score. Both the SAT and ACT are the standard across the nation for qualifying for entrance to post 
secondary institutions. The objective is to graduate and move these students on to higher education. 

The Merit Scholarship program is in place and rewards the top 10% of all public school children. Will you do 
away with this program? How many of the students receiving the Merit Scholarship graduate from college? Is 
this program successful? 

Alternately, making money available through student loans to all students, including private and non-public 
homeschoolers, attending Alaska universities and/or vocational schools would encourage students to stay in 
Alaska. Portions of the loans could be forgiven after students receive their degrees or certificates and based on 
the number of years they remain in Alaska. 
Because of the many flaws in this bill I hope you will not support HB 297. Please contact me if you have any 
questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

1 

475 



Anne Ellis 
3160 N. Longspur Dr. 
Wasilla, Alaska 
907-376-9382 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cameron & Leslie Seddon [seddon5@mtaonline.net] 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 9:26 AM 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
HB297 - Governor's Performance Scholarship 

Representative Paul Seaton, 

Last night (early morning) I was able to catch up to the latest on HB297, the Governor's Performance Scholarship. 
I have to say that we are quite upset at the turn of events and do not feel that we are being listened to. When 
your committee made the decision to exclude this year's graduating seniors from partaking in this program, you cut 
out a lot of Alaskan youths that have made great sacrifices since the announcement of this proposed scholarship. 

Our son is one of the students that were advised from his school that this scholarship was being put together. He 
met with school staff after the school year started and changed his classes to meet with the criteria for the 
program. In order to achieve all the credit requirements before graduating, he gave up sports and after school 
activities. He gave up electives that he had previously signed up for. He gave up the opportunity to work a part 
time job. He did all of this so that he could double up on his math and spend all of his time pressing forward with 
his nose to the grind stone. 

Our son, Charles, has also followed this bill from the beginning and has written letters of encouragement to the 
governor's office. You can't imagine his disappointment at the lack of responses to his letters and queries. Alaska 
has effectively sent this student out of its reaches when it excluded him from this valuable program. This will be 
Alaska's loss more than his because Charles is an A student that has already taken college level classes and has now 
met the credit requirements of the GPS. 

I am certain that Charles is not the only graduating senior this year that is grossly disappointed in yesterday's 
committee decision. We hope that it is not too late to make the change that would keep our son and other's 
graduating youth from leaving the state to pursue their higher level of education. 

Please make an amendment to include the 2010 graduating class in the Governor's Performance Scholarship. Don't 
send our greatest performers out of Alaska. 

Thank you, 

Leslie Seddon 

Sunrise Creek Farm 
Cameron & Leslie Seddon 
P.O. Box 4528 
Palmer, AK 99645 
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FEB-22-2010 ,MON 11:00 AM MATSU LIO 907 376 6180 

To: The Governor and all legislatures 
From: Lucille MCSorley, 745-7607, 1640 S. Chugach #A, Palmer, AK 99645 
RE: HB 297 Performance SCholarship 
Date: 2/9/10 

P. 01 

I am in full support of a college level scholarship. I went to college, U of 0, on the 
Alaska Grant Program, 1979-1981. 50% of my loans were f::lrglven when I returned 
home and worked for 5 years. 

I support the grant only being used In Alaska because the d,)lIars will have a double 
purpose; they will help our young adults and support current employees of the Alaskan 
Universities. 

In fairness it should be open to all High school students that complete high school with 
a GPA of 2 and above. We want all of our young adults to t ave a chance at further 
education, regardless of teenage attitudes. 

Once In college with 13 or more credit (full time) the Alask. n college students should 
receive a corresponding GPA percentage granted/forgiven t, them for that year of 
preformance. Many bright high school students with good high school GPA's go on to 
college only to fall due to sodal chOices. These students should not get 
scholarship/grant money. 

The problem with basing the percentage on the high school GPA and 4 math/4 science 
Is that many (my current high schooler Induded) were In ad'/anced math and science 
throughout middle schaal and now as a Junior's In high scho:)l, only have one class to 
finish for his Senior year. He has completed all math and s.:lence that he needs to 
graduate. He will take classes that he can get college credit for: Welding, accounting 1 
& 2, logistics during his Senior year. BlIT this will only give him 3 maths ALTHOUGH 
his last Math was Algebra 2. He will take Pre-calculus and Chemistry in College which 
he will have to take regardless of having taken them In high school. 

In addition, any Alaskan High School graduate, that Is currerltly enrolled In an Alaskan 
University's should be able to qualify for this the grant prognm. 

Thank you for your support of all Alaskan Education, pre-sctool to college. 



Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

Categories: 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew [anne_andrew@mac.comj 
Friday, March 05, 20104:27 PM 
Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Cathy Munoz; Rep. Bryce Edgmon; Rep. Wes Keller; Rep. Peggy 
Wilson; Rep. Bob Buch; Rep. Berta Gardner 
Gullickson_Janice 
World Language Concerns for Gov. Scholarship program 

High 

Louie 

Dear Representatives Seaton and Munoz, and members of the House Education Committee: 

Although in general we support the idea of the Governor's Performance scholarship program, the way the 
program is currently worded, requiring 4 years of English, Math and Science, it would have the unintended 
effect of eliminating the upper division levels of World Language study in Alaskan high schools. This would 
be a huge step backwards in our education. 

Currently, many students find it almost impossible to fit in three to four years of world language study, an art 
class, and band or orchestra each year of high school in addition to all of the required classes for graduation. 
Yet all of the research shows that students who study a world language or study music have a greatly enriched 

learning experience and perform better on national standardized tests. (Even Senators Murkowski and Begich 
had their children in Anchorage immersion schools before moving to D.C. Other Alaskan Senators and 
Representatives have chosen to put their children in immersion programs as well.) 

Our concern with the current proposal requiring four years of English, math, and science is that it will pull 
students away from higher levels of achievement in world languages and the arts. Requiring four years of 
English, math, and science could even discourage students from participating in semester and year-long 
exchange programs to other countries. How awful to have an "A" student disqualified from the State 
scholarship program because he took his junior year of high school and lived in Russia or China, becoming 
fluent in the language and culturally competent, but only having three official years of English, math and 
science! 

Since there is" already a requirement in the Anchorage School District for four years of English and social 
studies, three years of science and two and 12 years of math, we would like to see the language in the 
Governor's Performance Scholarship changed to "four years of English, plus any two of the following: four 
years of math or science or world language or the arts. " This would allow students to show excellence in a 
variety of ways and still qualifY for the Governor's scholarship. We have so many talented musicians and 
artists in Alaska, and such a wonderful variety of immersion language schools across the state, I would like to 
see the Governor's Performance Scholarship encourage those students too -- not only those strong in English, 
math, and science. 

Current Credits required for graduation 
Language Arts 4 credits (8 semesters) 
Social Studies 4 credits (8 semesters) 
Mathematics 2V, credits (5 semesters) 
Sciences 3 credits (6 semesters) 
PE/Health 1'12 credits (3 semesters) 
Electives 7'1> credits (15 semesters) 
Total 22'1. credits 

Proposed Credits required for Governors Scholarship_ 
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Language Arts 4 credits (8 semesters) 
Social Studies 4 credits (8 semesters) 
Mathematics 4 credits (8 semesters) 
Sciences 4 credits (8 semesters) 
PEfHealth 1'12 credits (3 semesters) 
Electives 5 credits (10 semesters) - very little time to reach advanced levels of Language or Music! Art 
Total 22Y, credits 

Anchorage World Language Statistics: 

• 44% of Anchorage High School Students are studying a World Language 
• There are five K-12 immersion schools in Anchorage, (2 Spanish, 1 Russian, 1 German and 1 Japanese) each 

with a Significant wait list of parents wanting to get their children enrolled. 
• Most universities require between 2 and 4 years of language study to be accepted 
• 50% of Europeans are bilingual, whereas only 10% of Americans are bilingual. World language has been 

identified as an area in which Americans are deficient and we have built strong language programs in 
Anchorage to help change this trend. 

Thank you for your consideration on behalf of the ASD World Language Curriculum committee and other concerned 
language teachers: 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew 
French Teacher, World Languages Department Chair 
Eagle River High School 
5251 E. 41st Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
907-337-6527 

Please see below a list of over 50 names of concerned constituents who are all World Language teachers in 
Anchorage and Fairbanks. 

Janice Gullickson, World Languages Curriculum Coordinator ASD 
Laurel Dirkson - World Languages Curriculum Support ASD 

Yoko Grove -East High, Japanese 
Todd Smoldon - East High, Japanese 
Regina Lunkes - East High 
Angie Nishimura - East High, Spanish 

Helen Hsieh - Service, Spanish 
Virginie Duverger - Service, French 
Karen Cafmeyer - Service, Spanish 
Kathleen Walgren - Service, French 

Dorena Montgomery - Bartlett, French 
Brenda Hearn - Bartlett, French 
Ashley Van Hemert - Bartlett 
Kelly Hughes - Bartlett, German 
Ross Grove - Bartlett, Spanish 
Louie Jarussi - Bartlett, Spanish 
Yan Wang - Bartlett, Chinese 

Aline Hopkins - Dimond, French 
Victoria Gellert - Dimond, Japanese 
Susan Adams - Dimond, German 
Rie Davis - Dimond, Japanese 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew, Eagle River, French 
Jennifer Doerry - Eagle River, German 
Karen Cordero - Eagle River, Spanish 

Adam Cooley - West High, Spanish 
Nancy Clifton - West High, French 
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Carolina Carr - West High, Spanish 
Michele Whaley - West High, Russian 

Laurie Salyer - South High, French 
Elizabeth Dick - South High, German 
Kristin Dahl - South High, Spanish & French 
IIana Kerschbaum 
Catherine Richards 

Valerie Ekberg-Brown - Chugiak High, Russian 
Sarah Birmanns - Chugiak High, Spanish 

ANCHORAGE MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
Stephanie McElroy- Wendler 
Aurora Hovland - Hanshew Spanish 
Debra Abshier - Begich, Spanish 
Susan Oakley - Goldenview, French 
Nick Rothman - Romig, French 
Sarah Hansen - Clark, French 

ANCHORAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Eric Elliott- Spanish Government Hill Elementary 
Georgette Yang - Chinese Teacher Scenic Park Elementary 
Kristen Newcomer - Chugiak Elementary, Spanish Immersion 
Patricia MacNaughton - Chugiak Elementary, Spanish Immersion 
Peter Birmanns - Rilke Schule, German 

FAIRBANKS 
Judy Tolbert - French & Education, UAF 
Claudia Markham - Lathrop High, French & German 
Eileen Julian - Ben Eielson Jr/Sr High 
Rachael Jackson - West Valley High 
Jaime M. James - North Pole High, French & German 
Leanna Buckwalter - West Valley, French 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: 

Categories: 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew [anne_andrew@mac.com] 
Wednesday, March 03, 2010 9:31 AM 
larry.ledoux@alaska.gov 
Gullickson_Janice; Rep. Sharon Cissna; Sen. Hollis French; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Kevin 
Meyer; Sen. Joe Thomas; Rep. Paul Seaton 
Governor's Scholarship Concern 
Governor Parnell Ltr.doc 

High 

Louie 

Dear Commissioner Ledoux, 

Please see the attached letter that I wrote to the Governor last fall regarding my concerns 
about the Governor's Performance Scholarship bill. 

In concept it is a great idea; however the way it is currently worded it will completely wipe 
out the advanced levels of World Languages, Music and Art in the Anchorage School District. 

Our country DESPERATELY needs linguists. The Anchorage School District has worked very hard 
over the last 25 years to build fantastic immersion programs and successful high school 
language programs for its students who regularly reach the Advanced Placement levels. Please 
read my specific comments in my attached letter to the Governor that explains how a slight 
change in the requirements of this bill can enable excellence while continuing to support 
higher levels of advanced World Language study. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew 
French Teacher 
Eagle River High School 

Anchorage Resident 
5251 E. 41st Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
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October 9, 2009 

Dear Governor Parnell, 

First, let me say that I whole heartedly support your idea of investing in our youth and offering 
an incentive to pay for all or part of their higher education here in Alaska based on their high 
school achievements. This is a fantastic proposal to motivate students to stay in school, to do 
well, and to go on to college or trade school in Alaska - a win for developing a professional 
workforce in Alaska and also for supporting Alaska's institutions of higher learning. 

Although I agree with your proposal requiring students to seek an academically challenging 
array of courses, I strongly recommend allowing some measure of flexibility in demonstrating 
that excellence beyond the proposed four years of English, math and science, and three years of 
social studies. Students in the Anchorage School District are only allowed 7.5 elective credits 
beyond the 15 required credits to graduate (where.5 credit equals' one semester and 1 credit 
equals one year) totaling 22.5 credits for graduation. Currently, many students find it almost 
impossible to fit in three to four years of world language study, an art class, and band or 
orchestra each year of high school in addition to all of the required classes for graduation. Yet 
all of the research shows that students who study a world language or study music have a greatly 
enriched learning experience and perform better on national standardized tests. (Even Senators 
Murkowski and Begich had their children in Anchorage immersion schools before moving to 
D.C.) 

My concern with the current proposal requiring four years of English, math, and science is that it 
will pull students away from higher levels of achievement in world languages and the arts. 
Requiring four years of English, math, and science could even discourage students from 
participating in semester and year-long exchange programs to other countries. How awful to 
have an "A" student disqualified from the State scholarship program because he took his junior 
year of high school and lived in Russia or China, becoming fluent in the language and culturally 
competent, but only having three official years of English, math and science! 

Since there is already a requirement in the ASD for four years of English and social studies, three 
years of science and two and Y2 years of math, I would like to see the language in the Governor's 
Performance Scholarship changed to "four years of English, plus any two of the following: four 
years of math or science or world language or the arts." This would allow students to show 
excellence in a variety of ways and still qualify for the Governor's scholarship. We have so 
many talented musicians and artists in Alaska, and such a wonderful variety of immersion 
language schools across the state, I would like to see the Governor's Performance Scholarship 
encourage those students too -- not only those strong in English, math, and science. 

Thank you for your consideration, and for investing in our children. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Adasiak-Andrew, French Teacher 
5251 E. 41st Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
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UNIVERSllY OF ALASKA BOARD OF REGENTS 

A Resolution in Support of Increasing Need-based Financial Aid for 
Alaska Postsecondary Students 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska does not provide enough need based or grant aid for students seeking 
postsecondary education compared to most other states; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska began the UA Scholars program in 1999, which has grown in usage 
over time and is funded entirely out of the university's Land Grant Trust Fund; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Johnny Ellis and Representative David Guttenberg have introduced legislation to 
provide additional sources of financial assistance to help financially eligible students attend an eligible 
postsecondary institution; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska's Coalition of Student Leaders, which advocates on behalf of the UA 
system's 30,000 students across the state, supports the legislative efforts to increase need-based aid, 

E 
and, in fact, has been integral in its creation; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska Board of Regents has long supported all efforts to increase access to 
postsecondary education, workforce training and lifelong learning; and increased financial aid, both 
merit- and need-based, is critical for improving access to higher education for both rural and urban 
residents as well as current and future students; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents supports the 
legislation introduced bY,S!:nator Ellis and Representative Guttenberg and the efforts of the Coalition of 
Student Leaders; and . ,'# 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents urges additional support from 
the Alaska Legislature for both merit- and need-based programs that will be before the Alaska 
Legislature in the 2010 session; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be appropriately engrossed and conveyed to the 
Honorable Governor Sean Parnell and Honorable members of the Alaska State Legislature, with a copy 
to be incorporated into the official minutes of the November 3D-December 1, 2009 meeting of the 
University of Alaska Board of Regents. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA BOARD OF REGENTS 

A Resolution in Support of the Governor's Performance Scholarship 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska does not provide enough need based or grant aid for students seeking 

postsecondary education compared to most other states; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska began the UA Scholars program in 1999, which has grown in usage 

over time and is funded entirely out of the university's Land Grant Trust Fund; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Sean Parnell has proposed the Governor's Performance Scholarship, a grade- and 

curriculum based program that would provide financial assistance for students wishing to attend a 

postsecondary institution within the state of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska Board of Regents has long supported all efforts to increase access to 

postsecondary education, workforce training and lifelong learning; and increased financial aid, both 

merit- and need-based, is critical for improving access to higher education for both rural and urban 

residents as well as current and future students; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents supports Governor 

Sean Parnell's proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents urges additional support from 

the Alaska Legislature for both merit- and need-based programs that will be before the Alaska 

Legislature in the 2010 session; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be appropriately engrossed and conveyed to the 

Honorable Governor Sean Parnell and Honorable members of the Alaska State Legislature, with a copy 

to be incorporated into the official minutes of the November 30-December 1, 2009 meeting of the 

University of Alaska Board of Regents. 
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JUNEAUEMPlRE.cOM 
Governor's scholarship program is biased 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 

Story last updated at 2/21/2010 - 12:54 pm 

Governor's scholarship program is biased 
Juneau Empire 

Funding for Post-Secondary Education is a top priority for this year's Legislature. The proposed 
Governor's Performance Scholarship is a merit-based scholarship that seeks to provide students 
with financial motivation to complete a more rigorous course of high school academics. 

Sounds familiar right? That's because it is. It's just a beefed- up version on the University of 
Alaska Scholar program that's already implemented in the UA system. But that's not the real 
problem; the problem is that the course load required to access the scholarship isn't even offered 
in all Alaska schools (specifically those in the Bush), which is unfair and biased, not to mention 
classist and racist, if you look at the demographics. 

This is why I'm supporting the Alaska Achievers' Incentive Scholarship Program (AAIP). It is a 
need-based scholarship for low income students that are making the grades and need a little 
extra help getting by. I'll bet you didn't know that Alaska has been ranked last for low-income 
college students for more than a decade and that it is the only state in the country with a state 
school that doesn't have a needs-based scholarship fund. Alaska needs AAIP. An investment in 
education is an investment in the future, and it is never the wrong time to do that. Contact to 
your senators to get this approved and help the youth of Alaska. 

Amy Bond-Campion 

Juneau 

Distributed by Senator Johnny Ellis 
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Anchorage Daily News Letters to the Editor - 2-16-2010 

Scholarships help 

I commend Gov. Parnell for his Performance Scholarship plan and believe that this 

program, if strengthened with a needs-based component, would provide more students 

with the incentive to stay in state for college, and with the financial assistance to make 

education possible in this day and age of rapidly rising expenses and debt. Alaska's youth 

is the future of Alaska, and by offering students scholarships, this state will reap great 

benefits. 

--Amy Voss 

Anchorage 

State has to invest in education 

The state of Alaska is lagging behind the rest of the country when it comes to education. 

It is the only state that doesn't have a need-based program. 

Our state has tremendous opportunities for jobs due to its natural resources, oil, minerals, 

etc., but it doesn't have the people trained to do the jobs the companies require. All that 

money that out-of-state workers make is lost to the state when they fly back home. 

It would be in the best interest of the state to change this. The Legislature needs to take a 

real long look at The Alaska Achievers Incentive Program (AAIP) and see all that it 

could do for the state. 

I understand the need to tighten spending with the decline of the North Slope's 

production, but this program would be an investment in the people of Alaska, and now is 

the time to invest in the future. 

-- David House 

Auke Bay 
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Alaska students need a better plan 
Juneau Empire 2/16 

Alaska is the only state in the nation with a public university that doesn't already have a needs-based 

scholarship program. The University of Alaska's tuition has increased the past seven years in a row, and 

many Alaskans who would otherwise seek post-secondary education to develop job skills and to enrich 

their potential employment opportunities are electing to stay out of school. 

I am calling on Alaskans to support the Alaska Achiever's Incentive Program. AAIP is need-based, which 

means that it will provide funding for low-income students and those who are unable to secure sufficient 

funding through other means alone. Sixty-eight percent of all aid within the UA system is provided in the 

form of loans; Alaska students need a better plan to get through school than racking up debt. Eating 

ramen noodles can only cut costs so much. 

Merit-based programs such as UA Scholars are all well and good in their place, but a program that 

distributes based on need would be far more effective in attracting and retaining Alaska students than 

either that or the governor's new plan (which is uncannily similar to UA Scholars). 

The key to Alaska's success lies in higher education; an investment in those who seek it is an investment 

in the workforce and in Alaska's future. Please contact your legislator and urge them to support AAIP in 

the upcoming hearings. 

Tyler Preston 

Juneau 



Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bilafer Family [bilafer7@mtaonline.net] 
Monday, March 01, 20104:28 PM 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
HB297 

Dear Representative Seaton, 

My name is Alison Bilafer and I will graduate from high school this year. Please do your best to pass bill HB297 this 
legislative session and institute the Governor's Performance Scholarship in time for the 2010 high school graduates to 
receive it. So many intelligent students who have studied hard in school and meet the eligibility requirements may attend 
college out-of-state without this scholarship opportunity. This scholarship is an incentive for such students to stay in 
Alaska, and it is a great way for Alaska to support students in their post-high school education and in their career goals. 
Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully, 

Alison Bilafer 

1 
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Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 

Cameron & Leslie Seddon [seddon5@mtaonline.net] 
Monday, March 01, 2010 8: 13 PM 

To: Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: HB297 or C.S. 

Dear Representative Seaton, 

I am anxiously waiting to read the new re-write on SB224 (and HB297?) and look forward to its improvements as 
they develop. Although it is preferred that the scholarship act remain strictly a merit based award, I can 
understand why so many are moving towards including a needs based provision. I sincerelv hope vou strive to see it 
written with a definitive cap on the needs based portion of the bill It could easi Iy expand and deplete the portion 
of the funding that was originally intended to reward the exceptional student (by merit only) and retain him/her 
for Alaska's future benefit. 

No issue is taken with any of the other amendments presented (and adopted by the House). They appear to be 
wonderful tools towards moving the students and schools towards higher expectations. However, the amendment 
that has recently been put before the Senate Education Committee by Senator Stevens in regards to the non­
traditional student is a very faulty one. In order for the fund managers to be accountable, they must have a 
predictable basis to work from in order for the fund to last. The reward recipients should be expected to 
complete a degree or career goal in a reasonable amount of time. If that cannot be accomplished, whv not simplv 
state that the scholarship will pav for a certoin number of total credits (up to a 4 vear degree or comparable 
certificate) thot must be used in a certain amount of time? This way, if a college student has a legitimate reason 
for having to drop out and then complete his degree a year or two later, the fund managers can still have some way 
of predicting the future payouts. Asking to have an open-ended time frame for completion of a degree is 
unreasonable. 

Also beina discussed bv the Senate Education Committee is the Idea of including the qualifving 2010 graduates in 
the scholarship bill Not only has it been discussed as being appropriate, but after Dianne Baron was questioned, it 

. was found to be reasonable as very low numbers are expected to meet the requirements for the first couple of 
years that the scholorship is instituted. The 2010 students have stated an understanding of how the program is 
funded and are willing to find their own way to fund their college for the first year as they wait for the fund pay 
out in 2011. 

All in all, your committee is moving forward effectively and efficiently. Thank you for your time and attention to 
the development of this scholarship bill. 

Leslie Seddon 

Sunrise Creek Farm 
Cameron & Leslie Seddon 
P.O. Box 4528 
Palmer, AK 99645 

www.sunrisecreekfarm.com 
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~~ 
Haines ~ -~ v Camp 5 

, 

26th Legislature 
State of Alaska 

Haines, AK 99827 

February 22,2010 

Education Committee; Rep. Paul Seaton, Chair 
Rep. Cathy Munoz, V.Chair; 
Representatives Bryce Edgmon, Wes Keller, Peggy Wilson, Tammy Wilson, 
Bob Buch, & Berta Gardner 

Haines Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood, Camp 5, stand in 
support of House Bill 94. (However, we request clarification of AS194.43.195 sec D.) 
We reject House Bill 297 as it duplicates an existing University of Alaska Scholar: .. PRo6;/fRM 
and provisions exclude students attending rural schools. 

(H B ~.tli).3 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Raymond T Dennis, President 

%n~~/ d ~~9·1 
ANB Camp 5 
POBox 749 
Haines, AK 99827 

Marilyn R Wilson, President 

~~;ffr~ 
Haines ANS Camp 5 
POBox 932· 
Haines, AK 99827 
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The Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 2/25,/2010 

. House Bill 94, submitted by Representatives Guttenberg, Lynn, Gara, Kawasaki, 
Gardner and Tuck is the very Best Scholarship Bill submitted to this 26th 

Legislature. H.B. 94 should be passed for the following reasons: 

(1.) It was developed by a Coalition of Student Leaders. (2.) It is well-written 
which makes it easy to understand their rationale. It also has a sectional summary 
from the Legislative Affairs. There is a State Report Card attached that shows where 
Alaska stands at this time. (3.) The ideas for this bill was developed within the 
parameters of the University of Alaska System. (4.) It supplements the education of 
Students who have already proven themselves. (5.) It develops a needs-based 
assistance, which is a FIRST in Alaska's History. (6.) It is flexible enough to 
complement other scholarships. (7.) It is under an already existing Post Secondary 
Commission. (8.) It has a sufficient financial structure. (9.) It has a Resolution 
dated: 2/3,109 by the Anchorage Assembly which shows their support for this bill. 
(10.) This bill also has the support ofthe University of Alaska President Mark 
Hamilton dated: 2/3,109. (11.) It also has the total support of the Patrick F. Taylor 
Foundation of Louisiana in a letter (2/10,/09) stating so by the Executive Director, 
James A. Callier which pledges their efforts "even that their own expense." 

These then, are some of the reasons why House Bill 94 which creates the "Alaska 
Achiever's Incentive Program" has our whole-hearted support. It is our hope that 
this 26th Alaska State Legislature now in session considers and passes House Bill 94 
as soon as it is possible to do so. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Raymond T. Dennis, President 
ANB Camp 5 
Haines, Alaska 99827 

Marilyn R. Wilson, President 
Haines ANS, Camp 5 
Haines, Alaska 99827 

Post Script: We are totally in favor of this bill and we do not support 
H.B. 297 and it's companion bill S.B. 224 or S.B. 33. 
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Testimony on HB297 and SB224 
Governor's Scholarship merit vs. need 

My name is Debbie Joslin and I am representing myself today. 

I believe my life experience gives me a unique perspective on the issue of whether to 
make this scholarship need or merit based. 

As a child I was an excellent student from a poor family that became poorer still when 
my parents divorced while I was in 3'd grade. My parents both married and divorced 
many times and my mother has spent most of my life in and out of mental hospitals. I 
was raised on what was then called welfare and spent several years in and out of foster 
homes. I quit high school and took my GED test at 18. The kind lady who administered 
the GED test told me I had done so well that I should consider going to college. She 
guided me into taking the CLEP test where I was able to earn 24 hours of college credit. I 
went to college with PELL grants and attended one year before quitting. As I look back 
on why I quit - I think if I had had a support group cheering me on - I might have 
continued. It was not for lack offunding - PELL grants were still available. 

Flash forward 30 years. I home school my children independently here in Alaska. By 
independently I mean that we do not accept any government funding. We use a stellar 
curriculum. My two high schoolers score 99 every year on the IOWA basic skills test. I 
pay my college graduated neighbor to administer the tests. Both students plan to go to 
college and are taking college prep track. Four years of math, English, 
history/government, and science. I have a daughter in 7th grade who says she doesn't 
want to go to college. She will still take the college prep courses. If I see that she cannot 
keep up with the rigorous math (which I doubt will happen) when she gets into high 
school, we will take the same classes at a slower pace but we will not quit math or 
science or English. Even if she entirely quits schooling after high school, she will still be 
better prepared for life. My son is a junior and he talks about school with his public 
school friends who tell him how boring school is because the bar has been set so low that 
they barely work at their schoolwork and yet get As. They tell about kids who take the 
easier classes so they can graduate in the top 10% of their class and how wrong that is. 
My son feels fortunate to homeschool and be challenged in his schoolwork. 

Thoughts on this bill and its effects: 

• We need to expect more of all of our students, whether they will attend college or 
not. 

• I support making the scholarship merit based for several reasons: 
• We bought a book listing all the scholarships available and it is the size of a large 

phone book. Most of the scholarships listed are needs based or based on ethnicity. 
There are precious few scholarships offered for merit and fewer still if you are a 
white kid - especially male. 
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• We have saved our kid's PFD checks for all these years to send them to school 
and there are other schools that offer merit based scholarships so if they are not 
offered in Alaska we will be more likely to look at going out of state. 

• I know of other families who saved those PFD checks only to discover their child 
was not eligible for scholarship because it was based primarily on need, not merit. 
One family took all of the money and bought a brand new car for their child so 
that they could put down a zero for savings on the F AFSA. Our family will not do 
that. Yes, we have saved up money for college but if my kids can qualify for merit 
based scholarships, they can save that money for their master's degree or for a 
down payment on a house. They have worked hard at school and we have worked 
hard at saving. 

• The other reason we would be less likely to send our kids to UAF or UAA is that 
both schools seem to be dumbed down to accommodate the poor high school 
education kids are getting in the public school in Alaska. If, as I have heard, states 
that offer the merit based scholarships for kids who complete a rigorous high 
school schedule are able to start their college students at college level, we would 
be more interested in sending our kids to the UA system. 

Debbie Joslin 
PO Box 377 
Delta Junction, AK 99737 
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March 01, 2010 

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House Education Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99802 

Chair Seaton and Members of the House Education Committee, 

The Alaska Chamber of Commerce, recognizing the importance of affordable 
and accessible higher education, supports the Alaska Governor's Performance 
Scholarship initiative. Governor Pamell's recently unveiled proposal would 
allow all Alaska high school students to eam tuition scholarships for use after 
high school at qualifying Alaska schools. The Governor's Performance 
Scholarship, or GPS, is a merit-based scholarship for Alaska high school 
students. To qualitY, students will have to take four years of math, language 
arts and science, in addition to three years of social studies. 

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce supports HB 297, the Governor's 
Performance Scholarship (GPS) program. President Mark Hamilton stated 
many years ago that Alaska has long suffered from a brain drain. For years, 
our best and brightest left the state and never returned to contribute to the 
Alaska workforce or to participate in the state's economy as educated 
entrepreneurs. HB 297 creates an additional scholarship program to keep 
Alaskans in state. For a sound economy and a sound workforce, we must 
continue to offer our top achieving high-school graduates additional 
opportunities to remain in Alaska. 

The legislature's passage of the VA Honors program is clearly making 
progress at getting young Alaskans to remain in Alaska for college. Statistics 
show that college graduates are more likely to find jobs in their college 
graduating cities. For businesses to succeed in Alaska, a well-trained and 
well-educated workforce is paramount to success for any business. HB 297 
will continue to bridge the gap in keeping our best and brightest in state for 
university study and hopefully after for future employment. 

Currently, workers entering the marketplace are deficient in proper skill sets 
to enter the job force. An educated workforce continues to be a problem for 
employers in Alaska despite a faltering economy. All too often, jobs go 
unfilled or employers are forced to fill them with unqualified workers. By 
enticing our best to stay in state, the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
envisions HB 297 making the difference. We can create an educated in state 
workforce in just a few years. 

Yours in economic. rity, 

/(J.a Y /.--/0../ 

Wayn \>\. tev s 
Presi . ent/CEO 
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The purpose of this document is to provide a quick glance at the 22 scholarship programs cited by the 
Taylor Foundation. Ever since Governor Parnell proposed the Governor's Performance Scholarship 
(GPS) people make references to 22 similar state programs. The GPS is a merit-only program, and the 
argument for this tends to cite the successes of these 22 other programs. Here I will show some 
additional information behind this number, primarily looking at the needs-based components within 
these programs. 

To produce this list I researched the programs and states listed on the Taylor Foundation website 
labeled as "Taylor Plan States." The eligibility requirements listed are the most relevant to the 
scholarship discussions in the State of Alaska. 

• 12 of the State programs cited by the Taylor Foundation have some sort of needs-based 
component (Arkansas, California, Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wyoming). 

o Of these 12, all but Wyoming have demonstrable financial need as an eligibility 
requirement. Wyoming's need component kicks in when remaining unmet need exists. 

• Rhode Island's program is actually a private non-profit. The non-profit's focus is on low­
income families 

• Information on Alabama is incomplete, and of the State scholarship programs listed, only 2 are 
general scholarships (one of which is needs-based, the other has no clear merit requirements). 

To demonstrate financial need many programs have family income ceilings or require the FAFSA. 
Those with notable income ceilings are: Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and 
Tennessee. 

For more information contact Ryan Buchholdt 
rbuchholdt@gmail.com 
(907) 317-2980 

This document was created by Ryan Buchholdt as part of his Civic Engagement capstone at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. Ryan is a member ofUAA's Student Government and has been 
working on financial aid legislation for the past 2 years (SB331HB94 - the Alaska Achieves Incentive 
Program). 



Alabama: The Taylor Foundation lists: "Passed by the Legislature, not yet funded - 2003" 
Unclear what program is being referenced. Most State financial aid programs in Alabama are specific, 
aside from 2 financial assistance grants: Alabama Student Assistance Program (needs-based, $300-
$2,500/ year) and the Alabama Student Grant Program (up to $1,200/ year). 

There are 2 programs under construction, but both are college savings plans. 

http://www.ache.state.al.us/StudentAsstIPrograms.htm 

Arkansas: Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Key requirements: 

• demonstrate financial need 
• ACT of at least 15 
• 4 units of English (emphasis on writing), 3 units of Natural Sciences (l of Biology, I of 

Chemistry or Physics, I of any natural science), 4 units of Math (Algebra I and II, Geometry, 
and I advanced math course), 3 units of Social Studies (l of American History, I of World 
History, Y, of Civics or Government), 2 units of a Foreign Language. 

Award of up to $3,500 annually. 

http://acs.adhe.edulaidprograms.html 
http://acs.adhe.edu/pdfs/falacs core aug 2006.pdf 

California: The Cal Grant Program 
Key eligibility requirements: have demonstrated financial need, have family income and assets below 

--~---ceilings~minimiimGPX -~ --- -- -~~ --- --~ -----.-- -- -- -- --- ---

497 

• GED applicable 
• Includes a level for vocational education 
• Grants are primarily entitlements based on F AFSA 
• If denied the entitlement, competitiveness grants can be given based on GPA and financial 

need 

http://www.calgrants.org/index. cfm ?nav Id= I 0 

Florida: Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
3 levels: 
I) Academic Scholars A ward 

• 3.5 GPA 
• 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of 

Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units ofa Foreign 
Language. 

• 75 hours of approved community service 
• Scored 1270 on SAT or 28 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections) 

2) Medallion Scholars Award 
• 3.0 GPA 
• 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of 

Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab ), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units of a Foreign 
Language. 
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• No community service requirement 
• Scored 970 on SAT or 20 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections) 

3) Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award 
• 3.0 weighted GPA wi a 4-year diploma and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a minimum of three 

vocational credits in one vocational program 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (including Algebra I), 3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units of 

Social Sciences, I unit of Practical Arts, Y, in Life Management Skills, Y, in Personal Fitness, 
y, in Physical Education, 2 units ofa Foreign Language. Plus a minimum of three Vocational 
Job-Preparatory or Technology Education Program credits in one vocational program. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfadlbf/acadrequire.htm 

Georgia: Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally (HOPE) 
Eligibility: must meet one: 

• 3.0 College Preparatory Diploma or 3.2 other diploma type 
• Eligible home school program with 3.0 GPA 
• Score in 85th percentile for ACT or SAT 
• 3.0 in 30 semester hours or 45 quarterly hours of college degree-level courses. 

The award for public institution covers tuition, HOPE-approved fees, book allowance ($100 I quarter 
or $150 I semester). 

http://www.gacollege411.org/Financial Aid Planning/HOPE Program/Georgia sHOPE Scholarshi 
p Program Overview.aspx 

Indiana: Twenty-first Century Scholars Program 
Stated goal: "The Twenty-first Century Scholars Program began in 1990 as Indiana's way of raising 
the educational aspirations oflow and moderate-income families. The program aims to ensure that all 
Indiana families can afford a college education for their children." 

Eligibility requirements: 
• meet applicable family income ceilings (http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2380.htm) 
• Make a commitment to the Scholars Pledge (will graduate high school, will get at least a 2.0 

GPA, will not use drugs or commit a crime, will apply to eligible Indiana university, with apply 
on time/or financial aid) (http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2374.htm) 

Award: the cost of 4 years of undergraduate tuition at public institutions. 

http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2345.htm 

Kentucky: Kentucky Education Excellence Scholarship (KEES) 
Eligibility: 

• 2.5 GPA in any year of High School 
• 4 units of Language Arts, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Science, 3 units of Social Sciences, Y, unit 

of Health, Y, unit of Physical Education, 1 unit of Art Appreciation, 7 units of Electives (from 
the listed subjects, more rigorous than the minimum courses required for graduation) 
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Additionally there is a bonus award for students who received a score of IS on ACT or 710 on SAT 
(critical reading and math). 

Award: annual scholarship amount varies by high school GPA and ACT score (for bonus only). A 3.00 
GPA gives $2S0 I year of college. 

http://www.kheaa.orglwebsite/kheaalkees?main=1 

Louisiana: Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) 
TOPS Core curriculum: (http://www.osfa.state.la.us/MainSitePDFs/Core Curriculum I.pdO 

• 4 units of English 
• 3 units of Math 
• 3 units of Science 
• I additional unit of Math or Science 
• 3 units of Social Studies 
• 2 units of a Foreign Language 
• I unit of Fine Arts 
• It, unit of Computer Science 

There are 4 components: 
I) TOPS Opportunity Award: 2.5 GPA and ACT of 20 
2) TOPS Performance Award: 3.0 GPA and ACT of23 
3) TOPS Honors Award: 3.0 GPA and ACTof27 
4) TOPS Tech Award: 2.S GPA, ACT of 17, and 17 Tech Core unit for Option I, 19 for Option 2 

Awards: based on TOPS level and University. 

http://www.osfa.state.la.us/TOPS.htm 
http://www.osfa.state.la.us/ 

Maryland: Educational Excellence Awards Program 
2 components: 
I) Guaranteed Access (GA) Grant 
(http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financiaIAidlProgramDescriptions/prog ga.asp) 

• 2.S GPA in high school 
• Must demonstrate financial need and family income must be under certain ceilings 

Award: 100% of financial need, capped at $14,300 

2) Educational Assistance (EA) Grant 
(http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financ ialAidiProgramDescriptions/prog ea. asp) 

• Must demonstrate financial need 
• Applicants ranked by Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) as reported on the F AFSA 

Award: 40% of need for 4-year institutions, 60% of need for community colleges, capped at 
$3,000. 

, 



; 
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Missouri: Academic Bright Flight Scholarship Program 
Eligibility: 

• ACT or SAT score in the top 3% of the state. For 2010 it was raised to 5%. 

Award: $2,000/ year. 
Starting in 2010-2011 Academic year the award will be divided between two levels determined by 
ACT or SAT score. ACT of31 or above will receive $3,000 / year, while ACT of30 will receive 
$1,000/ year 

http://www.dhe.mo.gov/brightflight.shtml 
Mississippi: Higher Education Legislative Plan for Needy Students (HELP) 
"Created by the Mississippi Legislature this program is designed to provide tuition assistance to 
qualified students whose financial need, as demonstrated by federal student aid eligibility, will not be 
met with gift aid from other sources." 

Eligiblity: 

• 2.50PA 
• Score of20 on ACT 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (Algebra I and II, 1 unit of advanced math), 3 units of 

Science (1 of Biology, 1 of Chemistry, 1 other), 3 units of Social Studies (1 of American 
History, 1 of World History, 1 of Civics or Economics), 1 unit of Fine Arts, 2 units ofa 
Foreign Language, Y, unit of Computer Science, 1 elective from above subjects. 

• Family income must be under certain ceilings 
(http://www.mississippi.edulpg2c/glomer/upload repo/files/HELP adj gross income.pdD 

• Demonstrate financial need via the F AFSA 

Award: Tuition and required fees at a public institution, or if attending a private institution an award 
equal to the nearest comparable public institution. 

http://www.mississippi.edulriseupms/financialaid-step3-grants-loans.php?article id=225 
http://www.mississippi.edulpg2c/glomer/upload repo/files/HELP core regs. pdf 

Nevada: Millennium Scholarships 
Eligibility: 

• 3.250PA 
• Must pass all areas of the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam 
• 4 units of English, 4 units of Math (including Algebra 11),3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units 

of Social Science and History 

Award: based on per-credit basis. Within the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) Scholars 
will receive $40 / lower division credit and $60 / upper division credit, capped at 12 credits / semester. 
Scholars attending eligible institutions outside ofNSHE will receive $80/ credit. 

https://nevadatreasurer.gov/documents/millenniumlDoc-FactSheet.pdf 

New Mexico: New Mexico Scholars Program 
Eligiblity: 

• 3.0 OPA in high school 
• ACT score of 25 OR SAT of 1140 OR top 5% of graduating class 
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• Total combined family income cannot exceed $30,000 with one family member in college, 
$40,000 with two in college 

Award: covers tuition, fees, and books 

http://www.unm.edu/-schol/freshmenlnmscholars.html 

North Carolina: Legislative College Opportunity Program 
"The College Opportunity Program will recruit future students who might not otherwise finish high 
school or continue on to college. The program will provide financial and academic incentives that will 
encourage socially and economically disadvantaged students to do well in middle grades and high 
school and enroll in college following graduation. Improvement in academic performance, high school 
graduation rates, college going rates, and college graduation rates of under-performing students will be 
principal goals of the program." 

Eligibility: 
• "Be a first-generation college student and/or come from a family with an annual income that 

qualifies the family as disadvantaged based on federal guidelines" 
• Maintain a B or better average throughout high school 
• Maintain public school attendance of 95% 
• Complete the PSA T and SAT or ACT 
• Complete at least 15 hours of community service per year 
• Remain drug free 

Award: First year assistance that will cover tuition, fees, and books. 

http://www.northcarolina.edulpolicy/index.php?pg=vs&id=467 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program or Oklahoma's Promise 
Eligibility: 

• 2.5 GPA 
• Family income must be $50,000 or less 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Lab Sciences, 3 units of History and Citizenship, 

2 units of a Foreign Language, 1 additional unit from listed subjects, and 1 unit of Fine Arts 

Award: pays tuition at public institutions, and partial tuition at eligible private institutions. 

http://www.okhighered.orglokpromise/student-reguirements.shtml 
http://www.okhighered.orglokpromise/reguired-courses.shtml 

Rhode Island: Children's Crusade for Higher Education 
Private, non-profit focused on "reducing school dropout rates and to increasing educational and career 
success for youth from low-income urban communities." 

Eligibility: 
• "Earn admission to an accredited college, university, junior college or trade school within one 

year of graduation or participate in a RI union apprenticeship or industry training program 
within one year of graduation" 

, 



; 
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• Full-time student 
• .:\re low-income 

Award: Varies by the kind of school and demonstrated need. Maximum scholarship is equal to the 
Federal Pell Grant ($4,310) or the school's tuition, whichever is lower. 

www.childrenscrusade.org 

South Carolina: Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarships 
Eligibility: 2 of the 3 following: 

• 3.0 High School GPA 
• SAT score of 1100 OR ACT score of24 
• In top 30% of graduating class 

Award: $5,000/year, with $4,700 for tuition and $300 for books. 

http://www.clemson.edU/finaid/LIFEnew.htm 

Tennessee: Education Lottery Scholarship Program (TELS) 
There are a few components under this program: 

Tennessee HOPE Scholarship: $4,000 for 4-year institutions or $2,000 for 2-year institutions 
Eligibility: 

• ACTof21 OR SATof980 
• High school GPA of3.0 

Tennessee HOPE Access Grant: $2,750 for 4-year institutions or $1,750 for 2-year institutions 
Eligibility: 

• ACT of 18-20 OR SAT of 860-970 
• Family adjusted gross income $36,000 or less 

General Assembly Merit Scholarship (GAMS) : $1,000 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• ACTof29 OR SAT of 1280 
• High school GPA of3.75 

Aspire Award: $1,500 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• Meeting HOPE Scholarship requirements 
• Family adjusted gross income of $36,000 or less 

Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant: $2,000 
Eligibility: 

• Available to all students enrolled at Tennessee Technology Center who are Tennessee residents 
I year prior 10 entrollment. 

http://www.ln.gov/collegepays/mon college/lottery scholars.hlm 
http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/mon college/sch app pdfs/ScholarshipData 1 02009 .pdfflD FE9 .pdf 



Texas: Toward Excellence Access & Success 
"The Texas Legislature established the TEXAS (Towards EXcellence, Access and Success) Grant to 
make sure that well-prepared high school graduates with financial need could go to college." 

Eligibility: 
• Show financial need and have an Estimated Family Contribution of $4,000 or less 
• Completed Recommended High School Program (4 units of English, 4 units of Math, 4 units of 

Science, 4 units of Social Studies, 2 units of a Foreign Language, 1 unit offine Arts, 1 unit of 
Technology Applications, 1 liz units of Physical Education, liz units of Health Education, 1/5 
units of Speech, 3 liz units of electives) OR Distinguished Achievement Program (score 3 or 
above on AP exam, or 4 on International Baccalaureate exam; Complete an original project; 
PSAT score qualifYing you as a "Commended Scholar"; earn 3. a on classes that count as 
college credit). 

Award: $6,080 I year at public universities and state colleges, $1,780 at community colleges, $2,680 at 
public technical colleges, and $3,808 at private institutions. 

http://www.collegefortexans.comlindex.cfm?ObjectID=E81912EO-DF96-5 3C5-8EE I C469C7298F 15 
Recommended High School Program: 
http://www.collegefortexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID= B5696E87 -DOEE-F50 1-7D8D3 898E6BO 18D6 
Distinguished Achievement Program 
http://www.collegefortexans.comlindex.cfm?ObjectlD=D4D077EF -E089-7788-
D2CCI5BB69A2494B 

Virginia: Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program 
~ - - - -"The JlufPose-anne Virgiiiia-Giiaranteeo A."ssisfanceProgram (VG:Apris to provide an incentive- to - -

financially needy students now attending elementary and secondary school in Virginia to raise their 
expectations and their academic performance and to consider higher education an achievable objective 
in their future. The law requires that the awards to undergraduates be proportional to need so that the 
students with the greatest need receive the largest awards." 
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Eligibility: 
• Demonstrate financial need 
• High school GPA of2.5 
• Be classified as a dependent for federal aid purposes 

Awards: varies by institution, but neediest students will receive at least the cost of tuition. 

http://www.schev.eduistudents/factsheetVGAP.asp?from= 

West Virginia: Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizing In-State Student Excellence 
(PROMISE) Scholarship 
Eligibility: 

• 3.0 High School GPA (or whatever is considered a "B" average) 
• 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 4 units of Social Sciences, 3 units of Natural Sciences 
• ACT composite of22 (wi 20 in all 4 subsections) OR an SAT composite of 1020 

Award: $4,750 I year or the cost of tuition and mandatory fees, whichever is less. 
http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=65&ltemid=0/home.asp 

li 

, 
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Wyoming: Hathaway Scholarship Program 
The Hathaway Scholarship Program has three levels, each of which has a secondary needs-based 
component. 

Opportunity: $800/ semester; 25% of unmet need: $100-$750/ semester 
• High school GPA of2.5 
• ACTofl9 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements', except the Foreign Language requirement 

Performance: $1,200/ semester; 25% of unmet need: $100-$750/ semester 
• High school GPA of3.0 
• ACT of21 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements' 

Honors: $1,600/ semester; 100% of unmet need: $1 OO-total unmet need. 
• High school GPA of 3.5 
• ACTof25 
• Completion of Curriculum requirements' 

• Curriculum requirements: 
• 4 years of Math 
• 4 years of Science 
• 3 years of Social Studies 
• 4 years Language Arts 
• 2 years of a Foreign Language 

http://www.kI2.wy.us/Hathaway.asp 
http://www.uwyo.edu/hathaway/eligibility.asp 
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DRAFT FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB297(EDC)-EED-ACPE-03-08-10 

() Publish Date: 

Identifier (file name): An Act establishing the governor's performance Dept. Affecte"d:,;.: ___ -=Ed"'u"'c"'a<;tio~n,;.------
Title scholarship program and relating to the program; establishing the RDU ACPE 
""== ____________ ---r=::-__________ Component Program Administration and 
Sponsor Rules Operations 
Requester _________ --=G"'o"ve:::;r"'n::::or'-_________ Component Number 2738 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 275.0 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 37,169.6 
Miscellaneous I 

TOTAL OPERATING 275.0 0.0 14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 37,169.61 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

IUIAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY201 0) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I

FUII-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

275.0 

.7,.u 

1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

14,480.0 25,623.4 33,252.8 37,169.6 

0.0 14,4"U.U .5,"".4 ",252.8 37,16~." 

The contractual funds noted above represent the cost of implementation and year one support for scholarship 
management software. 
Assumptions: 
1) Baseline count of high school graduates (8,008) based on 2009 data. 

1 

1 

37,169.6 

.7, ," •. " 

2) Referenced utilization rate of 28.78% for similarly structured program in WY. While Alaska has lower college-going 
rates historically than WY, in recent years we have had a higher percentage of students who do continue on attend in 
Alaska. 
3) Maximum GPS award at highest performance level is based upon the University of Alaska tuition for the 2010-11 
school year ($4,755). 

Prepared by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Division Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

Approved by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

(Revised 111612009 OMB) 

Phone 465-6740 
DatefTime 3/8110 3:00 PM 

Date 31812010 

Page 1 of 2 
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DRAFT FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB297(EDC)·EED·ACPE.o3.oS·10 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION 

4) Per student GPS amount is an average of all award levels. 
5) Scholar attrition rate is 25% per year based upon UA five-year graduation rate data. 
Participation numbers are assumed to be: Year 1 =2,305; Year 2=4,034; Year 3=5.187; Year 4=5,763 

In 2009, Alaska had 8,008 high school graduates 
In Wyoming, approximately 28.8% of graduates utilize the merit scholarship program. 
Using the same utilization rate, approximately 2,305 seniors will earn an opportunity for a scholarship. 

Scenario #1 is an estimate for the max. scholarship Scenario #2 is an estimate for the minimum scholarship 
2,305 X $4,755Iyear = $10,960,275 2,305 X 2,3781year = $5,481,290 

It is likely the cost will be somewhere in between 
($10,960,275 + $5,481,290)12 = $8,220,783 

According to Education Trust, the average graduation rate after 5 years for UAF is 25% and UM is 16.5%. 
The four-year graduation rate is significantly lower. 

Cohort: 2,305 students per year 

Participation Number of 
rates Students 

Year 1 100% 2,305 
Year 2 75% 1,729 
Year 3 50% 1,153 
Year4 25% 576 
Estimated annual cost 
when fully implement 5,763 

Average 
Scholarship 

$3,567 
$3,567 
$3,567 
$3,567 

Est. annual Year 1 
cost Estimated 

Cost 
$ 8,221,935 $8,221.9 
$ 6,167,343 
$ 4,112.751 
$ 2,054,592 

$20,556.621 

Unmet need costs based on cohort 2,305 students per year 

Participation Number of Average Est. annual Year 1 
rates Students Need cost Estimated 

Cost 
Year 1 100% 2,305 $2,715 $ 6,258,075 $6,258.0 
Year 2 75% 1,729 $2,878 $ 4,976,062 
Year 3 50% 1,153 $3,050 $ 3,516,650 
Year 4 25% 576 ~3,233 ~ 1,862,208 
Estimated annual cost 
when fully implement 5,763 $16,612,995 

Year 2 
Estimated 

Cost 

$14,389.3 

Year 2 
Estimated 

Cost 

$11,234.1 

Assumes average Expected Family Contribution of $7,500 + $2,000 required student contribution 
Assumes 6% annual increase in standard UA costs of attendance. 

Year 3 
Estimated 

Cost 

$18,502.0 

Year 3 
Estimated 

Cost 

$14,750,8 

Page 2 of 2 
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Department of Education & Early Development 

\ Office of the Commissioner 

Dear Alaskans, 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

Goldbelt Place 
801 West j(jh Street, Suite 200 
P.G. Box 110500 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500 
Telephone: (907) 465-2800 
Fax:: (907) 465-4156 

Alaska's high school graduation rate jumped 5 percentage points last year and we graduated 
8,000 students, 1,000 more a year than in recent years. That's great news, and it's a tribute to the 
efforts of our families and educators. Those are 8,000 Alaskans who have pushed open the door 
to greater opportunities. 

But many of our students still leave school without a diploma. That's why I'm excited that Gov. 
Parnell has sponsored legislation that provides families with an incentive to make high school a 
productive experience for students. 

The Governor's PerfOlmance Scholarship says to our kids: Challenge yourself in high school, 
work hard, and you can earn a substantial scholarship that helps you fulfill your goals in life. We 
call it GPS because its course requirements help students navigate through high school and into 
their careers. 

What I especially like about Gov. Parnell's program is that it creates both academic and 
career/technical scholarships. Alaska needs the talents of all of our youth. Our economy offers 
good jobs for a variety of skills. Let's fill those jobs ourselves. 

I also like that the scholarships will be available for students with different levels of academic 
achievement. I was a school principal for decades, and I know that not every productive adult was 
an A student in high school. If you take tough courses, study hard and end up with a B or a C+ 
average, you also qualify for a Governor's Performance Scholarship. That's only right. 

But it's not a giveaway program. Students who want to receive a Governor's Performance 
Scholarship must take four years of English, math and science, and three years of social studies. 
High school students who take a rigorous curriculum are more likely to do well in college. 

You'll be hearing a lot about the Governor's Performance Scholarship this year as the Legislature 
considers the proposal. I hope you will review the bill and talk to your legislators about it. Please 
contact Information Officer Eric Fry at 465-2851 or eric.fry@alaska.govifyouhavequestions. 

Sincerely, 

d7~ 
Larry LeDoux 
Commissioner 
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Brief talking points for the proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship 

In a nutshell: 

• The Governor's Perfonnance Scholarship program offers scholarships to Alaska residents 
who take a rigorous curriculum in high school, get good grades, and score well on an 
assessment. 

• The scholarships may be used only at Alaska technical and academic postsecondary 
institutions, public and private. 

• GPS will be funded from earnings of a portion of the state's savings. 

The goals: 

• Increase high school graduation rates. 

• Increase high school graduates' readiness for postsecondary education. 

• Increase the likelihood that Alaska's students will be academically and financially 
prepared to access and succeed in their postsecondary education. 

• Ensure that Alaskans can contribute to a robust state economy as participants in the 
highly skilled work force. 

• Encourage schools to provide a rigorous curriculum. 

• Encourage families to feel ownership of their students' education. 

More details: 

• The GPS awards would fIrst be available to the high school Class of 20 11, graduates of 
which would enter colleges or technical schools in or after fall 2011. 

• The high school course requirements would be phased in over time. They are: four years 
of English, math and science, and three years of social studies. 

• Examples of permitted assessments include ACT college-admission tests for academic 
scholarships and the ACT WorkKeys tests for technical scholarships. 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development Page 1 
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Categories of scholarships: 

Career and technical: acceptable grade point average and acceptable score on a work-ready 
assessment for an award capped at $3,000 a year for two years. 

Silver: "C+" high school GPA and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for an 
award of approximately $2,400 a year for up to 8 semesters. 

Gold: "B" high school GPA and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for an 
award of approximately $3,600 a year for up to 8 semesters. 

Platinum: "A" high school GP A and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for an 
award of approximately $4,800 a year for up to 8 semesters. 

More information: 

EED Information Officer Eric Fry at 907-465-2851 or eric.fry@alaska.gov. 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development Page 2 
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STATE CAPITOL 
rOBox 110001 

June3u. Abska 99811-0001 
907-465-3500 

fax: 907-465-3532 

January 15,2010 

The Honorable Gary Stevens 
President of tbe Senate 
Alaska Srate Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 111 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear President Stevens, 

Governor Sean Parnell 
STATE OF ALASKA 

5 SO West 7th Avenue # 1700 
Anchorage. Alask3 99501 

907-269-7450 
fax 907-269-7463 
\.r\'Ww.gov.3Iaska.gov 

Govcrnor@alaska.gov 

Under tbe autbority of Art. III, Sec. 18, of tbe Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill tbat will 
create a merit-based scholarship program for Alaska high school students who pursue higher 
education in Alaska. 

This legislation, referred to as the Governor's Performance Scholarship (GPS), is patterned after 
successful scholarship programs in 22 other states. The GPS will improve high school graduation 
rates, prepare students for college or job training, provide Alaskan students witb affordable 
opporrunities for higher education, sustain Alaska's economy with a capable workforce, and retain 
equipped, hardworking Alaskan students. 

TIus bill provides four tiers of scholarship payment for qualified high school graduates. Three of 
these tiers would be designated for academic scholarships, and the fourtb for career and technical 
school scholarships. 

The key feature of tbe scholarship program is tbat it is merit-based. All srudents who participate will 
be required to complete a more rigorous high school curriculum consisting of four years of language 
arts, mathematics, and science, and tbree years of social studies. Students will also be evaluated 
according to srandards established for tbeir grade-point averages and scores on college entrance or 
work-ready examinations. 

The program will provide an incentive for students to challenge themselves in high school and to 
graduate. It also provides an impetus for schools to enhance curriculum. Studies have shown tbat 
students who take a rigorous curriculum in high school are more likely to do well in college and job 
training programs. Thus, the scholarship recipients will be more likely to achieve tbeir certification 
or degree. 

Students who achieve tbe highest attainable grade point average and examination scores will be 
awarded tbe highest tier of tbe academic scholarship for an Alaska-based college or university. This 
tier will equal the full cost of tuition at an Alaskan university for tbe 2010-2011 school year. The 
second and third tiers of the academic scholarship will be 75 and 50 percent tbe amount of 
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The Honorable Gary Stevens 
January 15,2010 
Page 2 

respective tuition. Students will be eligible for the academic scholarship for a ma.'<imum of eight 
semesters. Students who qualify for a career or technical school scholarship will receive an award of 
full fees for training, the maximum at $3,000 per year. The career and technical scholarship may be 
used by a student for up to two years. 

The GPS will only be accessible to Alaska residents. However, this bill will allow that Alaskan 
military members and their farnilies will not lose eligibility on account of their service. 

The bill will require that money from these scholarships will only be spent at qualified Alaska pOSt­
secondary institutions or training programs. Students educated in the state arc more likely to remain 
in the state. This provision encourages our best and brightest young people to remain in the state 
and prepare qualified Alaskan workers for Alaskan jobs. 

The GPS program contains a "use it or lose it" provision: students will have a sLx-year window to 
apply the scholarship to a postsecondary institution. This protects the State of Alaska from an 
extended liability. As previously stated, the bill will provide extensions for Alaskans who serve in the 
military. 

-- -The-GPS-will be administered by-the Alaska-Department-of-Education-and-Early-Development,-th e --- ---- -- --. 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 
Education. Regulations will be adopted to govern the program, grade-point average standard, 
eligibility criteria and an appeals process to consider extraordinaty circumstances. The Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Edncation will adopt regulations for streamlined application, award, 
and continuing eligibility standards. 

Also, this bill will establish a fund whose earnings could be used to pay for scholarships. 1be 
proposed fund is based on other funds established in statute, such as the Alaska Veterans' Memorial 
endowment fund, and will be managed by the Department of Revenue. Nothing in this bill ",ill 
establish a dedicated fund. 

The GPS is modeled after the famous "Taylor plan," established by private busi.nessman, Patrick 
Taylor, to keep students in school and motivate them to pursue successful postsecondary education. 
Currently, twenty-two states have "Taylor like" state-sponsored plans. 

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this bill. 

Governor 

Enclosure 
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SENATE BILL NO. 224 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE SENATE RULES COMMITIEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

Introduced: 1119/10 
Referred: Education, Finance 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

26-GS2771 \A 

I "An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date." 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall determine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a governor's performance scholarship under AS 

10 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall include in a student's 

II permanent record the highest tier of funding for which the student is eligible. A district 

12 shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that the district correct any 

13 errors in the eligibility determination. 

14 * Sec. 2. AS l4.07.020(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

SB0224A -1- . SB 224 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED} 
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26-GS2771 \A 

1 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the governor's 

2 performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

3 * Sec. 3. AS 14.42.030(e) is amended to read: 

4 (e) The commission may 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

to 

(I) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

(A) carry out the pwposes of 

(i) AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 -

14.43.750], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and 

(ii) AS 14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

pwposes of AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; 

(B) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, msurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

16 ____ . ____ instrumeg!.alitie§,oJ cOll,orati0ll!';_ and ___ . __ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

SB 224 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under AS 

14.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

under AS 14.43.151 - 14.43.155; 

(2) delegate to the executive director of the comnusslOn or a 

subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to 

adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43.1 00(b) and AS 

14.48.120; 

(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

carrying out its functions; 

(4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 

education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 

-2- SB0224A 
New Text Underlined {DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



26-GS2771\A 

I submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

2 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

3 (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

4 AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and 

5 (B) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

6 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

7 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

8 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

9 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

10 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

II * Sec. 4. AS 14.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

12 Article llA. Governor's Performance Scholarship. 

13 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship established; Alaska 

14 residency. (a) The governor's performance scholarship program is established to 

15 provide scholarship opportunities for Alaska resident high school graduates to attend a 

16 qualified postsecondary institution in the state. The program includes a merit-based 

17 academic scholarship and a merit-based career and technical school scholarship. The 

18 merit-based academic scholarship consists of three levels of awards. The merit-based 

19 career and technical school scholarship consists of one level of award. 

20 (b) The Department of Education and Early Development shall design the 

21 programmatic standards for the scholarships and appeals of adverse decisions. The 

22 Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education shall administer the daily operations 

23 of the program and financing of the program, including the procedures for applying 

24 for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring continuing compliance 

25 with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply for other non-loan 

26 fmancial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective agencies shall adopt 

27 necessary regulations under AS 44.62 after consultation with each other. The 

28 department may change the regulations under AS 44.62 for requirements for 

29 programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by 

30 giving advanced public notice at least one school year before the change. 

31 (c) For purposes of this program, a student is an Alaska resident if the student 

SB0224A -3- SB 224 
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26-GS2771 \A 

meets the eligibility for residency as described in AS 01.10.055. 

(d) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

(1) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

(2) improving academic performance of students m grades 

kindergarten through 12 in the state; 

(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in the state; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 

(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

graduation rates of students in the state; 

(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

postsecondary opportunities. 
-------- -------- ----------------------- -- ----- --

SB 224 

Sec. 14.43.815. Qualifications of applicants. (a) A student may submit an 

application for a governor's performance scholarship to attend a qualified 

postsecondary institution in the state if the student 

(I) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

(2) is an Alaska resident who has 

(A) graduated, or will graduate no later than six months after 

the date of the application from a high school in the state, including a public 

school, private school, and home school; 

(B) graduated, or will graduate no later than six months after 

the date of the application from a high school outside of the state under 

circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

allowable circumstances include an Alaska resident high school student having 

left the state because of the military service of the student's Alaska resident 

custodial parent; 

(3) will receive and utilize the scholarship at a qualified postsecondary 

-4- SB0224A 
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institution in the state no later than six years after the beginbing of the first school year 

after a student's graduation from high school, unless the applicant qualifies for an 

extension of time allowed by the department; for purposes of this paragraph, standards 

for extension of time must include time while the student is in military service; ~nd 

(4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

eligible for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's performance scholarship 

if the person 

(I) has not complied with the military service registration imposed 

under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements were 

applicable to the student; 

(2) is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal fmancial aid 

loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or fmancial aid awarded under 

this chapter; or 

(3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

Sec. 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

(I) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(B) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-point average that the student must have 

achieved in high school to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic 

scholarship; 

(3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 

SB0224A -5- SB224 
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student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic 

scholarship; 

(4) enrollment in a course of study at a qualified university or college 

in this state that is intended to result in the award of a certificate or degree; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility; 

(6) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 

student may submit evidence to the qualified university or college that establishes the 

equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point average, and core academic 

curriculum for public school students. 

Sec. 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

(1) the core academic curriculum that the student must have completed 

in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(B) four years of language arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-point average that the student must have 

achieved in high school; 

(3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 

(A) college entrance examination; or 

(B) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the 

department; 

(4) emollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 

-6- SB0224A 
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preparedness to enter the workforce; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility. 

Sec. 14.43.827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) Subject to (b) - (e) 

of this section, the maximum awards for the program are as follows: 

(I) for the merit-based academic scholarship, three tiers of scholarship 

financing awards; the highest tier of award per semester must be equal to the cost of 

approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 20 I 0 through 2011 for a 

student taking 15 credits, and require very high academic achievement; the second tier 

must be 75 percent of the highest tier and require high academic achievement; the 

third tier must be 50 percent of the highest tier and require moderate academic 

achievement; 

(2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

student, not to exceed $3,000 per school year; 

(3) a student's academic achievement must be determined by the 

student's high school grade-point average and score on an examination described in 

AS 14.43.820(b)(3) and 14.43.S25(b)(3). 

(b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

is enrolled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award on a pro rata basis. 

(c) A student's eligibility for a scholarship terminates six years after the date 

the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 

time allowed by the department. The department shall recognize the student's military 

service in making allowances under this subsection. 

(d) Subject to AS 14.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

university or college, which may include graduate courses. A student receiving a 

merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

(e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 

SB0224A -7- SB 224 
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student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

purposes of federal fmancial aid, less any other scholarships or non-loan financial aid 

awarded to the student. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

for students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by alternative 

means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that would make it unfair not to 

allow the student to make up the deficit. The department may not waive a requirement 

and shall require the student to achieve a result comparable to that required of other 

students. The decision of the department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative 

means is fmal. In determining circumstances in which the student may pursue 

alternative means, the department shall consider the fairness to students who have met 

the requirements and the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a 

high school outside of the state is not a circumstance in which fairness requires that a 

16 student be allowed to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship. 
~--------- ------------- -- -- -- _._-- - --------- --------- --
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17 Circumstances in which the department may allow a student to pursue alternative 
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means to qualify for a scholarship include the following: 

(1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

the control of the student. 

Sec. 14.43.835. Qualified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 

institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

(1) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

(A) authorized to operate in the state under AS 14.48.020, or 

exempt from authorization under AS 14.48.030(b)(l); and 

(B) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

(2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 
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shall publish the list on or before September 1 of the year preceding enrollment. 

(b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, ill 

consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

regulations under AS 44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development shall certify career and technical school programs in the 

state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 

The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

(1) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

technical school; 

(2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

the program results in a certificate or license that is recognized by the industry for 

which the training prepares the student; 

(3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

(4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development in regulation. 

(c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 

education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualify a postsecondary 

institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 

by teachers or equipment in the state. 

Sec. 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

(c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 
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I to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error. 

2 Sec_ 14.43.845. Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

3 The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

4 in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

5 earnings of the governor's performance scholarship fund under AS 37.14.750 -

6 37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 

7 scholarships awarded to students under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

8 Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

9 law, the department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

10 Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data necessary to 

II prepare public reports regarding the governor's performance scholarship program. 

12 (b) No more than 10 days after the start of each year's legislative session, the 

13 department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

14 Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an annual report to 

15 the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of public interest 

16 
-- --------
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(I) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

awarded; 

(2) dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and expected 

dollar amounts for the next year; and 

(3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified in AS 

14.43.810. 

Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education; 

(2) "commissioner" means the commissioner of education and early 

development; 

(3) "department" means the Department of Education and Early 

Development; 

(4) "grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four-
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1 

2 

3 

point scale, or five-point scale for advanced placement classes, obtained by the student 

in high school; 

(5) "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

4 United States; 

5 (6) "program" means the governor's scholarship program established 

6 under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890; 

7 (7) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

8 district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

9 * Sec. 5. AS 14.45. 130(a) is amended to read: 

10 (a) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100 

11 - 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations, 

12 physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, [and] courses 

13 taken at the school, and level of eligibility for a governor's performance 

14 scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

15 * Sec. 6. AS 23.05.060 is amended to read: 

16 Sec. AS 23.05.060. Powers of the department. The department may 

17 (I) enforce all state labor laws; 

18 (2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

19 in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

20 (3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

21 concerning the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

22 enforcement of this chapter; 

23 (4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

24 cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

25 employee an amount due by contract; 

26 (5) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

27 necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

28 (6) in accordance with AS 37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

29 and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

30 organizations,.or other personsi 

31 (7) administer duties assigned to the department under the 
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1 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.S1O -

2 14.43.S90. 

3 * Sec. 7. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

4 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

5 Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

6 The governor's performance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

7 fund consists of 

8 (l) appropriations to the fund; 

9 (2) donations to the fund; and 

10 (3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

II (b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

12 purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

13 contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 

14 of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

IS time. 

16 (c) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 
- ----~ ---- --- - ----------------------------------- - - -- --------- ---
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17 Sec. 37.14.755. Powers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

18 carrying out the investment duties under AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 
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of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.10.071. The commissioner shall 

provide reports to the Department of Education and Early Development, Department 

of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education on the condition and investment performance of the fund. 

Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July 1 of each year, 

the commissioner of revenue shall determine the average month-end market value of 

the fund for the immediately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shall 

identify five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income account created 

under AS 14.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

may award scholarships under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall also 

report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts that had previously 

been identified as available for appropriation to the governor's performance 
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scholarship fund income account but that had not been appropriated. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Sec. 37.14.790. Definitions. In AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 

(2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

6 established in AS 37. 14.750(a). 

7 * Sec. 8. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

8 read: 

9 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

10 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

11 Department of Education and Early Development and the Department of Labor and 

12 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

13 Education, may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

14 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810, enacted by sec. 

15 4 of this Act, so that students 

16 (1) may be eligible for the program even though they did not fully meet the 

17 required core academic curriculum for the school years beginning July 1, 2010 through June 

18 30,2013; and 

19 (2) who graduated from high school in this state after June 30, 2010 and 

20 before July 1, 2011 and meet eligibility requirements for the program may apply for their 

21 scholarships beginning July 1, 2011. 

22 * Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

23 read: 

24 TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

25 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

26 Commission on Postsecondary Education may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

27 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

28 effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September 1, 2010. 

29 * Sec. 10. Section 9 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.l0.070(c). 

30 * Sec. 11. Except as provided in sec. 10 of this Act, this Act takes effect September 1, 2010. 
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STATE CAPITOL 
PO Box I 1000 I 

June'Ju. Aiask::l 9981 1·000 I 
907-465-3500 

fax: 907-465-3532 

January 15,2010 

The Honorable Mike Chenault 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 208 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Speaker Chenault, 

Governor Sean Parnell 
STATE OF ALASKA 

550 West 7th Avenue # 1700 
Anchorage. Al.aska 9950 I 

907-269·7450 
fox 907-269-7463 
\\'\\'w.go\'.alaska.gov 

Govcrnor@al:sska.gov 

Under the authority of Art. Ill, Sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill that will 
create a merit-based schohrship program for Alaska high school students who pursue higher 
education in Alaska. 

This legislation, referred to as the Governor's Performance Scholarship (GPS), is patterned after 
successful scholarship programs in 22 other states. The GPS ,vill improve high school graduation 
rates, prepare students for college or job training, provide Alaskan studenrs with affordable 
opportunities for higher education, sustain Alaska's economy with a capable workforce, and retain 
equipped, hardworking Alaskan studenrs. 

This bill provides four tiers of scholarship payment for qualified high school graduates. Three of 
these tiers would be designated for academic scholarships, and the fourth for career and technical 
school scholarships. . 

The key feature of the scholarship program is that it is merit-based. All students who participate ",-ill 
be required to complete a more rigorous high school curriculum consisting of four years of language 
atts, mathematics, and science, and three years of social studies. Students will also be evaluated 
according to standards established for their grade-point averages and scores on college entrance or 
work-ready examinations. 

The program ,,,-ill provide an incentive for students to challenge themselves in high school and to 
graduate. It also provides an impetus for schools to enhance curriculum. Studies have shown that 
students who take a rigorous curriculum in high school are more likely to do well in college and job 
training programs. Thus, the scholarship recipients will be more likely to achieve their certification 
or degree. 

Students who achieve the highest attainable grade point average and examination scores will be 
awarded the highest tier of the academic scholarship for an Alaska-based college Or university. This 
tier will equal the full cost of tuition at an Alaskan university for the 2010-2011 school year. The 
second and third tiers of the academic scholarship will be 75 and 50 percent the amount of 



The Honorable Mike Chenault 
January 15, 2010 
Page 2 

respective tuition. Students will be eligible for the academic scholarship for a m~ximum of eight 
semesters. Students who qualify for a Career or technical school scholarship will receive an award of 
full fees for training, the maximum at $3,000 per year. The career and technical scholarship may be 
used by a student for up to two years. 

The GPS will only be accessible to Alaska residents. However, this bill will allow that Alaskan 
military members and their families will not lose eligibility on account of their service. 

The bill will require that money from these scholarships will only be spent at qualified Alaska post­
secondary institutions or training programs. Students educated in rhe state are more likely to remain 
in the state. This provision encourages our best and brightest young people to remain in rhe state 
and prepare qualified Alaskan workers for Alaskan jobs. 

The GPS program contains a "use it or lose it" provision: students will have a si"'{-year window to 
apply rhe scholarship to a postsecondary institution. This protects rhe State of Alaska from an 
extended liabiliry. As previously stated, the bill will provide extensions for Alaskans who serve in the 
military. 

-. - --- - -- - -The GPS·wilJ-be·administered-bythe-Alaska-8epartrnent-of-Education-and-Early-Development,-the-- _____ _ 
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Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 
Education. Regulations will be adopted to govern the program, grade-point average standard, 
eligibility criteria and an appeals process to consider extraordinary circumstances. The Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Education will adopt regulations for streamlined application, award, 
and continuing eligibility standards. 

Also, this bill will establish a fund whose earnings could be used to pay for scholarships. The 
proposed fund is based on other funds established in statute, such as rhe Alaska Veterans' Memorial 
endowment fund, and will be managed by the Department of Revenue. Nothing in this bill will 
establish a dedicated fund. 

The GPS is modeled after rhe famous "Taylor plan," established by private businessman, Patrick 
Taylor, to keep students in school and motivate them to pursue successful postsecondary education. 
Currently, twenty-two states have "Taylor like" state-sponsored plans. 

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this bill. 

Sean Parnell 
Governor 

Enclosure 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 297 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE RULES COMMITfEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

Introduced: 1119/10 
Referred: Education, Finance 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

1 "An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date." 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall determine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a governor's performance scholarship under AS 

10 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall include in a student's 

11 permanent record the highest tier of funding for which the student is eligible. A district 

12 shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that the district correct any 

13 errors in the eligibility determination. 

14 * Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 
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1 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the governor's 

2 perfonnance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

3 * Sec. 3. AS 14.42.030(e) is amended to read: 

4 (e) The commission may 

5 (1) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

6 to 

7 (A) carry out the purposes of 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(i) AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 -

14.43.750], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and 

(ii) AS 14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

purposes of AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; 

(B) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, insurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

16 instrumentalities, or corporations; and 
---- --- - ---- -- -- --- -- -- --- - -- --- - -- ------ ------- --------------
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under AS 

14.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

under AS 14.43.151 - 14.43.155; 

(2) delegate to the executive director of the comrrusslOn or a 

23 subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

24 commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to 

25 adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43.100(b) and AS 

26 14.48.120; 

27 (3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

28 necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

29 carrying out its functions; 

30 (4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 

31 education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 
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1 submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

2 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

3 (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

4 AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and 

5 (B) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

6 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

7 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

8 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

9 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

10 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

11 * Sec. 4. AS 14.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

12 Article llA. Governor's Performance Scholarship. 

13 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship established; Alaska 

14 residency. (a) The governor's performance scholarship program is established to 

15 provide scholarship opportunities for Alaska resident high school graduates to attend a 

16 qualified postsecondary institution in the state. The program includes a merit-based 

17 academic scholarship and a merit-based career and technical school scholarship. The 

18 merit-based academic scholarship consists of three levels of awards. The merit-based 

19 career and technical school scholarship consists of one level of award. 

20 (b) The Department of Education and Early Development shall design the 

21 programmatic standards for the scholarships and appeals of adverse decisions. The 

22 Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education shall administer the daily operations 

23 of the program and fmancing of the program, including the procedures for applying 

24 for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring continuing compliance 

25 with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply for other non-loan 

26 fmancial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective agencies shall adopt 

27 necessary regulations under AS 44.62 after consultation with each other. The 

28 department may change the regulations under AS 44.62 for requirements for 

29 programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by 

30 giving advanced public notice at least one school year before the change. 

31 (c) For purposes of this program, a student is an Alaska resident if the student 
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meets the eligibility for residency as described in AS 01.10.055. 

(d) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

(1) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

(2) improving academic performance of students In grades 

kindergarten through 12 in the state; 

(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in thestate; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 

(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

graduation rates of students in the state; 

(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

p_ostsecond~~pp~rtunities. __ _ _ ~. __ 

Sec. 14.43.815. Qualifications of applicants. (a) A student may submit an 

application for a governor's performance scholarship to attend a qualified 

postsecondary institution in the state if the student 

(1) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

(2) is an Alaska resident who has 

(A) graduated, or will graduate no later than six months after 

the date of the application from a high school in the state, including a public 

school, private school, and home school; 

(B) graduated, or will graduate no later than six months after 

the date of the application from a high school outside of the state under 

circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

allowable circumstances include an Alaska resident high school student having 

left the state because of the military service of the student's Alaska resident 

custodial parent; 

(3) will receive and utilize the scholarship at a qualified postsecondary 
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institution in the state no later than six years after the beginning of the first school year 

after a student's graduation from high school, unless the applicant qualifies for an 

extension of time allowed by the department; for purposes of this paragraph, standards 

for extension of time must include time while the student is in military service; and 

(4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

eligible for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's performance scholarship 

if the person 

(I) has not complied with the military service registration imposed 

under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements were 

applicable to the student; 

(2) is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal fmancial aid 

loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or fmancial aid awarded under 

this chapter; or 

(3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

Sec. 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

(I) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(B) four years of language arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-point average that the student must have 

achieved in high school to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic 

scholarship; 

(3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 
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student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic 

scholarship; 

(4) enrollment in a course of study at a qualified university or college 

in this state that is intended to result in the award of a certificate or degree; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility; 

(6) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 

student may submit evidence to the qualified university or college that establishes the 

equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point average, and core academic 

curriculum for public school students. 

Sec. 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

(I) the core academic curriculum that the student must have completed 

in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(B) four years of language arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade-point average that the student must have 

achieved in high school; 

(3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 

(A) college entrance examination; or 

(B) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the 

department; 

(4) enrollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 
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I preparedness to enter the workforce; 

2 (5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

3 regain eligibility. 

4 Sec. 14.43.827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) Subject to (b) - (e) 

5 of this section, the maximum awards for the program are as follows: 

6 (I) for the merit-based academic scholarship, three tiers of scholarship 

7 fmancing awards; the highest tier of award per semester must be equal to the cost of 

8 approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 20 I 0 through 20 II for a 

9 student taking 15 credits, and require very high academic achievement; the second tier 

10 must be 75 percent of the highest tier and require high academic achievement; the 

II third tier must be 50 percent of the highest tier and require moderate academic 

12 achievement; 

13 (2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

14 must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

15 student, not to exceed $3,000 per school year; 

16 (3) a student's academic achievement must be determined by the 

17 student's high school grade-point average and score on an examination described in 

18 AS 14.43.820(b)(3) and 14.43.825(b)(3). 

19 (b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

20 is enr0lled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award on a pro rata basis. 

21 (c) A student's eligibility for a scholarship terminates six years after the date 

22 the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 

23 time allowed by the department. The department shall recognize the student's military 

24 service in making allowances under this subsec!ion. , 

25 (d) Subject to AS 14.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

26 scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

27 university or college, which may include graduate courses. A student receiving a 

28 merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

29 years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

30 receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

31 ( e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 
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student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

purposes of federal fmancial aid, less any other scholarships or non-loan fmancial aid 

awarded to the student. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

for students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by alternative 

means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that would make it unfair not to 

allow the student to make up the deficit. The department may not waive a requirement 

and shall require the student to achieve a result comparable to that required of other 

students. The decision of the department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative 

means is fmal. In detennining circumstances in which the student may pursue 

alternative means, the department shall consider the fairness to students who have met 

the requirements and the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a 

high school outside of the state is not a circumstance in which fairness requires that a 

student be allowed to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship. 
--------- - -- --- ---~ ---------------- - ----- - - --_. ---- --- ----------- ------
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Circumstances in which the department may allow a student to pursue alternative 

means to qualify for a scholarship include the following: 

(1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

the control of the student. 

Sec. 14.43.835. Qualified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 

institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

(I) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

(A) authorized to operate in the state under AS 14.48.020, or 

exempt from authorization under AS 14.48.030(b)(1); and 

(B) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

(2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 
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shall publish the list on or before September I of the year preceding enrollment. 

(b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, ill 

consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

regulations under AS 44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development shall certifY career and technical school programs in the 

state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 

The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

(I) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

technical school; 

(2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

the program results in a certificate or license that is recognized by the industry for 

which the training prepares the student; 

(3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

(4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development in regulation. 

(c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 

education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualifY a postsecondary 

institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 

by teachers or equipment in the state. 

Sec. 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

(c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 
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to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error. 

Sec. 14.43.845. Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

earnings of the governor's performance scholarship fund under AS 37.14.750 -

37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 

scholarships awarded to students under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

law, the department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data necessary to 

prepare public reports regarding the governor's performance scholarship program. 

(b) No more than 10 days after the start of each year's legislative session, the 

department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an annual report to 

the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of public interest 

regarding the governor's performance scholarship program, including 
----- -- -----------------_._- --- -- -- ---------- -----

HB297 

(1) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

awarded; 

(2) dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and expected 

dollar amounts for the next year; and 

(3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified in AS 

14.43.810. 

Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(I) "commission" means the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education; 

(2) "commissioner" means the commissioner of education and early 

development; 

(3) "department" means the Department of Education and Early 

Development; 

(4) "grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four-
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1 point scale, or five-point scale for advanced placement classes, obtained by the student 

2 in high school; 

3 (5) "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

4 United States; 

5 (6) "program" means the governor's scholarship program established 

6 under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890; 

7 (7) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

8 district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

9 * Sec. 5. AS 14.45.130(a) is amended to read: 

10 (a) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100 

11 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations, 

12 physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, [and] courses 

13 taken at the school, and level of eligibility for a governor's performance 

14 scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890 . 

. 15 * Sec. 6. AS 23.05.060 is amended to read: 

16 Sec. AS 23.05.060. Powers of the department. The department may 

17 (1) enforce all state labor laws; 

18 (2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

19 in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

20 (3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

21 concerning the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

22 enforcement of this chapter; 

23 (4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

24 cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

25 employee an amount due by contract; 

26 (5) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

27 necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

28 (6) in accordance with AS 37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

29 and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

30 organizations, or other persons.i 

31 (7) admiuister duties assigned to the department under the 
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I governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

2 14.43.890. 

3 * Sec. 7. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

4 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

5 Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

6 The governor's performance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

7 fund consists of 

8 (l) appropriations to the fund; 

9 (2) donations to the fund; and 

10 (3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

II (b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

12 purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

13 contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shaH invest the assets 

14 of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

15 time. 

16 (c) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 
- - - - -
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Sec. 37.14.755. Powers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

carrying out the investment duties under AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 

of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.10.071. The commissioner shaH 

provide reports to the Department of Education and Early Development, Department 

of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

Education on the condition and investment performance of the fund. 

Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July I of each year, 

the commissioner of revenue shaH determine the average month-end market value of 

the fund for the immediately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shaH 

identify five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income account created 

under AS 14.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

may award scholarships under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall also 

report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts that had previously 

been identified as available for appropriation to the governor's performance 
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1 scholarship fund income account but that had not been appropriated. 

2 Sec. 37.14.790. Definitions. In AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

3 requires otherwise, 

4 (1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 

5 (2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

6 established in AS 37.l4.7S0(a). 

7 * Sec. 8. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

8 read: 

9 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

10 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

II Department of Education and Early Development and the Department of Labor and 

12 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

l3 Education, may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

14 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810, enacted by sec. 

15 4 of this Act, so that students 

16 (1) may be eligible for the program even though they did not fully meet the 

17 required core academic curriculum for the school years beginning July 1, 2010 through June 

18 30, 2013; and 

19 (2) who graduated from high school in this state after June 30, 2010 and 

20 before July 1, 2011 and meet eligibility requirements for the program may apply for their 

21 scholarships beginning July 1, 20 II. 

22 * Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

23 read: 

24 TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

25 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

26 Commission on Postsecondary Education may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

27 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

28 effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September 1, 2010. 

29 * Sec. 10. Section 9 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.l0.070(c). 

30 * Sec. 11. Except as provided in sec. 10 of this Act, this Act takes effect September 1, 2010. 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S6224 

(S) Publish Date: 1/19/10 

."Id"e",n",ti",fte"r"(",fi,-=Ie;..:n",a",m,,,e,,),-: ..:0;:7,::71:,:-~D;;:O,;,L;.:W:,:D=:,,:-C::.O:;-;-,1:=2..:-O=9,::-O:;9,-;;==:-::-:=====,--__ Dept. Affected: Laber and Workforce Development 
Title Establishing the Governor's Performance Scholarship RDU Office of the Commissioner 
= _______ :':P.:;ro"g .. ra::;m""= __ -.;-;---:.-_",-_________ Component Commissioner's Office 
Sponsor Rules Committee 
Requester ________ ~--~G~o.:;ve::;r.:;n;:;or~---------ComponentNumber 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Doliars) 
Note" Amounts do not include inflation unless othelWise noted below 

Appropriation 
Recuired Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

25.0 

25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

25.0 

25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

None 

These funds will be used to contract for services to assist in the drafting of regulations setting criteria for the career and technical 
school scholarship portion of the bill required under Section 14.43.835 of this legislation. 

Prepared by: Guy Bell, Assistant commissiioner 
Division Office of the Commissioner 

Approved by: Click Bishop, Commissioner 
Agency Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

(Re'lised 11/612009 OMS) 

Phone 465-2700 
DatelTime 1219/09 3: 18 PM 

Date 1219/09 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: 58224 

(5) Publish Date: 1/19/10 

.;;Idc;e;::n:::.tifi:::.e::.r.>:(fi:::.le=na:::.m::.e",)::..: -,;O:;,77",I",-::::DO:s;R:-;-T~R"Si::--::ll::,-=30::-O,,9~========:::;-__ Dept. Affected:::.: ___ ---'R.:;e;,;v~en:'uc::e':::-----_ 
Title Governor's Performance Scholarship Endowment Fund RDU Treasury 
~~~~ _________________________________________________ Component T~asury 

Sponsor 
Requester __________________ ~G~o~v~e~rn~o~r ____________________ COmponentNumber 121 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Note· Amounts do not incJude inflation unless otherwise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 
Personal Services 60.0 
Travel 
Contractual 55.0 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 115.0 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

/CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003·GF-Match· - - - - - - -- . - -- --- ---
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 115.0 

TOTAL 115.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY201 0) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I
FUII-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

FY 2011 

0.0 

--- --- -

0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Information 
FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 

60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 

55.0 55.0 55.0 55.0 

115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

J 1 1 
.- 1- -- 1--- - -I ---

115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 
115.0 115.0 115.0 115.0 

FY 2016 
60.0 

55.0 

115.0 

1 
1- --

115.0 
115.0 

The draft bill provides for a separate endowment fund to be set up in the amount of $400 million to be managed by the 
Commissioner of Revenue. It is anticipated the fund will be managed with asset allocation of 60% fixed income and 40% 

domestic equity in order to yield a real annual rate of retum of 5%. These costs include investment management fees, 
audit, accounting and custody fees and are projected based on the assumptions provided by the division's investment 
advisor and the division's cost allocation plan. 

Prepared by: Pamela Green, Comptroller Phone 465-2300 

1 
1 

Division Treasury Division Datemme ________________ _ 

Approved by: Jerry Burnett, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Revenue 

(Rellised 11/612009 OMS) 

Date 11/25/2009 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 3 
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S8224 

(S) Publish Date: 1119110 

Identifier (file name): An Act establishing the governo(s performance Dept Affecte",d"-: ___ --=E"d~uca~tI;;:0o;n------
Title scholarship program and relating to the program; establishing the ROU ACPE 

= __ ---------------=--,------------COmponent Program Administration and 
Sponsor Rules Operations 
Reeuester __________ ~G~o~ve!:!r~n~orc_ _________ COmponent Number 2738 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note" Amounts do not "nelude inflation unless otherwise noted below I 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

CHANGE IN REVENUES 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GFIProgram Receipts 
1037 GFIMental Health 
Other Interaoencv Receiots 

IOTA[ 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

275.0 

275.0 

275.0 

-270.0 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

8,221,935.0 14,389,278.0 18,502,029.0 20,556,621.0 

0.0 8,221,935.0 14,389,278.0 18,502,029.0 20,556,621.0 

I I I I I 

I I I I I 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

8,221,935.0 14,389,278.0 18,502,029.0 20,556,621.0 

0.0 8,221,935.0 14,389,278.0 18,502,029.0 20.556,621.0 

The contractual funds noted above represent the cost of implementation and year one support for scholarship 
management software. 

Analysis of Govemo~s Performance Scholarship (GPS) utilization rates and related costs follow on page two. 

I 

I 

Prepared by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Division Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

Phone 465-6740 
DatelTime 118110 12:00 AM 

Approved by: Diane Barrans, Executive Director Date 11812010 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

20,556,621.0 

20,556,6210 

20,556,621.0 

20,556,6210 

(Revised 11I6l2009 OMS) Page 1 of 2 
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FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 4 

2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB224 

(5) Publish Date: 1/19/10 

Identifier (file name): 0771-EED-TLS-12-1-09 Dept. Affected: Education 
';T"itl:;:e;::::=':::::===::":":-i"Ain~A:::ct:-'e:::s:7ta':;b':iIi'=S"hi"'n"g"th"e:-g=o"v::e=rn::o"'("'s-=p-=erl"o=r=ma=n-=c"'e---RDU Teaching & Learning Support 

'F.==~_--"s",cho=la:::r:::.s:::hi",P:.; .. ,-. ""'5:'===:-::====""==;;------Component School & Student Achievement 
Sponsor Rules at the request of the Governor 
Requester Governor Component Number 2796 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 

Note' Amounts do not include inflation unless othelWise noted below 

Appropriation 
Required Information 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 

Personal Services 87.3 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 30.0 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 117.3 

iCAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match _. ------- ~ --- -~---

1004 GF 117.3 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts 

TOTAL 117.3 

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost: 

POSITIONS 

rUIl-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

1.0 

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

~ - - --~ - - - - - - -

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Teaching and Learning Support will need to hire one staff member to oversee the promulgation and implementation of 
the department's regulations along coordination between EED, the University of Alaska, Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development and the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE). 

Education Specialist I at $87,306 plus start-up office supplies (computer, furniture, etc.) at $30,000 = $117,306 

Prepared by: Eddy Jeans, Director 
Division School Finance and Facilities 

Approved by: .;L"'a:.:rry:=L:::e::D=ou='x:-,-_____________________ _ 
Commissioner 

(ReviSed 101131"2009 OMS) 

Phone 465-8679 
DatelTime 12/1/09 12:00 AM 

Date 1211/2009 

Page 1 of 1 
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BILL 
SECTION 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Prepared by the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT 
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

Governor's Perfonnance Scholarship program 

SECTION TITLE PAGE LINE PURPOSE OF SECTION 

-~-

District determination of scholarship 1 6-13 Adds a new section placing determination of a 

eligibility student's scholarship eligibility with the school 
district of the graduate; also states that the 

student's permanent record shall include the 

highest scholarship tier funding for which the 

student is eligible. 

Duties of the department 1-2 14; 1-2 New paragraph authorizing EED to administer 
duties related to GPS. 

Functions, duties and powers of 2-3 3-31;1-10 Amends ACPE's authority to promulgate 

commission regulations; carry out purpose as it relates to 

GPS; etc 

Governor's Performance Scholarship 3-10 11. .. 31 Adds new sections 14.43.810 establishes GPS 
and sets forth program goals; 14.43.815 sets 

forth qualifications of applicants; 14.43.820 

establishes programmatic standards for 

eligibility for an award of merit-based academic 

scholarship; 14.43.825 establishes programmatic 

standards for an award of career and technical 

school scholarship; 14.43.827 sets for the 

maximum awards and their allowable uses; 

14.43.830 establishes programmatic standards 

for an alternative pathway for students who are 

not eligible due to circumstances that would 

make it unfair no to allow them to make up the 

deficit; 14.43.835 sets forth the required 

credentials for qualified postsecondary 

institutions; 14.43.840 Authorizes the 

commission (ACPE) to establish procedures for 

student application for the GPS; 14.43.845 Sets 

forth the GPS fund as an income fund in the 

general fund and states that the fund may be 

used to pay scholarships awarded to students; 

14.43.850 states that EED, ACPE, Dept. of 

EFFECTIVE 
DATE 

: 

i 



IJ1 

"'" 0\ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Records 

Powers of the department 

Governor's Performance Scholarship 

Fund 

The uncodified law of the State of 

Alaska is amended by adding a new 

section: Transition: Program 

Standards and Implementation For 

Initial School Years 

The uncodified law of the State of 

Alaska is amended by adding a new 

section: Transition: Regulations 

, 
I 
I 

I 
1 

: 
1 

11 1-6 ' 
, 

1 

1 
I , 
I 

11 7-25, 

I 
11-12 26-31; 1-29 

I 

I 
, 

I~ 30-31; \-13 
I 

I 

I 
13 14-20 

13 21 i 

13 22' __ .L-

Revenue, UA and DOL/\VJ) shall share data 

necessary to prepare public reports regarding 

GPS to the extent permitted under law and 

states that a report to the legislature, public and 
governor shall be given no more than 10 days i 

following the start of each year's legislative 1 

session; 14.43.890 Sets out definitions. 

£\dds the requirement that a religious or other 

private school that complies with AS 14.45.100 
(Exemptions) must include the level of student 

eligibility for the GPS in each permanent 
student record. 

Amends section by adding EED's responsibility 

to administer duties assigned to EED under the 

CPS establishment. 

Esrablishes the CPS fund and sets out that the 

commissioner of revenue manages the fund; 
37.14.755 states the powers of the 

commissioner of revenue; 37.14.760 sets out 
the uses of the fund; 37.14.790 definitions. 

Authorizes EED, DOLjWD and ACPE to 

adopt regulations related to duties assigned 
under the establishment of the GPS so that 

students may he eligible for an award without 

meeting the core curriculum and setting 
qualifying dates. 

J\uthorizes EED, DOLjWD and J\CPE to September 1, 2010 

adopt regulations necessary to implement 

changes made to their respective authorities. 

Sets an effective da teo Immediately 

Sets an effective date for section 11. September 1,2010 
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Resolution of the State Board of Education & Early Development 

The Govemor's Performance Scholarship 

Resolution 03-2010 

WHEREAS, the proposed Governor's Performance Scholarslrip (GPS) invites Alaska's high 
school students to chJlllenge themselves with a rigorous courSe of study; .. 

WHEREAS, the GPS encourages lrigh schools to ·offer four years of science and math courses as 
well as.the currently required four yearsoflanguage arts courses and three years of social studies 
courses; 

. WHEREAS, the GPS recognizes a variety of meritorious s.tudents by awarding technical and 
academic scholarships to students with grade point averages ranging from C+ to A; 

WHEREAS, the GPS serves students in public schools, private schools and horne schools; 

WHEREAS, the GPS encourages parents and guardians to participate in planning their students' 
lrigh school :Career; 

WHEREAS, the GPS encourages students to complete high school and be better prepared to 
attend a postsecondary institution; . . 

WHEREAS, the GPS helps Alaska's families afford postsecondary education; 

WHEREAS, the GPS .encourages students to receive their postsecondary education in Alaska; 

WHEREAS, the GPS recognizes the value and variety of Alaska's private and public 
postsecondary education institutions; . 

WHEREAS, the GPS will help Alaska to train its own highly skilled work force; 

THEREFQRE, BE IT RESOL YED, the State Board of E!iucation & Early Development strongly 
supports the proposed Governor's Perfortuance Scholarslrip to meet the academic and financial 
needs of Alaska's youth. 

. 1.3 /6. tJ 
I~" .... r J. Cox, C . 

kaState Board of Education & Early Development 

. , 



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA BOARD OF REGENTS 

A Resolution in Support ofthe Governors Performance Scholarship 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska does not provide enough need based or grant aid for students seeking 

postsecondary education compared to most other states; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska began the UA Scholars program in 1999, which has grown in usage 

over time and is funded entirely out of the university's Land Grant Trust Fund; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Sean Parnell has proposed the Governor's Performance Scholarship, a grade- and 

curriculum based program that would provide financial assistance for students wishing to attend a 

postsecondary institution within the state of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska Board of Regents has long supported all efforts to increase access to 

postsecondary education, workforce training and lifelong learning; and increased financial aid, both 

merit- and need-based, is critical for improving access to higher education for both rural and urban 

residents as well as current and future students; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents supports Governor 

Sean Parnell's proposed Governor's Performance Scholarship; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Alaska Board of Regents urges additional support from 

the Alaska Legislature for both merit- and need-based programs that will be before the Alaska 

Legislature in the 2010 session; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be appropriately engrossed and conveyed to the 

Honorable Governor Sean Parnell and Honorable members of the Alaska State Legislature, with a copy 

to be incorporated into the official minutes of the November 3D-December 1, 2009 meeting of the 

548 University of Alaska Board of Regents. 



~"GREATER 
"~FAIRBANKS Interior Alaska - The "Place" To Do Business 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Introduced Sy: 
Date Introduced: 
Date Passed: 
Date Transmitted: 

Kurt Newman, Education Committee Chair 
January 4, 2010 
January 11, 2010 
January 12, 2010 

RESOLUTION 10-0111 
A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GFCC) 
SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR'S PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHIP, A MERIT-BASED 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR ALASKA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

WHEREAS, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce recognizes the need to encourage our 
Alaska high school students to attain the necessary core education to enable them to go onto higher 
education or vocational training, and remain in the State as productive citizens and future leaders; and 

WHEREAS, we should work to keep our best and brightest students in Alaska after college, to position 
Alaska's economy for growth with a better prepared workforce; and 

WHEREAS, only half of Alaskan students who receive a high school diploma are academically 
prepared for post-secondary education (Greene and Winters 2005) and are ready for college-level 
reading assignments in the core study areas like math, history, science, and English (ACT, 2006); and 

WHEREAS, a more rigorous high school curriculum will prepare Alaska's high school students for 
entrance into higher education or vocational education, including the recommended four years of 
math, four years of science, four years of language arts, and three years of social studies; and 

INVESTORS 

DIAMOND 
BP Exploration 
ConocoPhillips 
ExxonMobii 
Fairbanks Daily News-Mlner 
FMH & Denali Center 
Flint Hills Resources Alaska 

PLATINUM 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. 
Carlson Center 
Fred Meyer 
GCI 

Golden Heart Utilities 
Mt. McKinley Bank 
Wens Fargo Bank Alaska 

GOLD 
Alaska USA FeU 
Birchwood Homes 
Denali State Bank 
Design Alaska 
Doyon, limited 
First National Bank Alaska 
Kinross-Fort Knox Mine 
Laborers Union local 942 
MAC Federal Credit Union 

The Boeing CO. 

WHEREAS, at graduation, students will receive scholarships based on academic achievement and Uslbe'" Coal Mine 

their hard work. For example, at graduation from high school, an 'A' student with a 3.5 GPA or better 
would be eligible for a 100% tuition scholarship award; a'S' student with a 3.0 GPA or higher would be s I L V E R 

eligible for a 75% tuition award, and a 'C' student with at least a 2.5 GPA would be eligible for a 50% ACS Alaska Airlines 
tuition scholarship award; and Alaska Railroad 

AT&T 

WHEREAS, the Governor's performance Scholarship could be used at the University of Alaska, at any 
certified, in-state job training institution and at other certified post-secondary institutions in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, by giving more Alaskan students the opportunity to earn a scholarship like this and 
requiring it to be used at an in-state institution, we are preparing our youth as the future workforce 
leaders for Alaska. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in recognizing the importance of affordable and accessible 
higher education, and the need to encourage our youth to stay in Alaska and to provide for future 
workforce and leadership roles, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the Alaska 
Governor's Performance Scholarship Initiative. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to: 
Governor Sean Parnell, State of Alaska 
Alaska State Legislature 

Kurt Newman 
Chair 
Education Committee 

Denali - The Alaska Gas Pipeline 
Everts Air Cargo 
Fairbanks Natural Gas 
Flowline Alaska 
Fountainhead Development 
GVEA 

Hale & Associates, Inc. 
JL Properties, Inc. 
Key Bank 
K Janitorial Services, LLC 
Northrim Bank 
Operating Engineers local 302 
Personnel Plus 
Pogo Mine 
Santina's Flowers & Gifts 
Spirit of Alaska FeU 
Tanana Valley Clinic 
TDL Professional Staffing 
TOTE 
WAL·MART Stores, Inc. 

100 Cushman St., Suite 102 I Fairbanks. Alaska 99701-4665 I ph (907) 452-1105 I fax (907) 456-6968 I www.FairbanksChamber.org 
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26G-2 
(2112/2010) 
(12:42 pm) 

AMENDMENT -It I AJ.,ptJ ~ A~ 

2 

3 

OffERED IN THE HOUSE EDUCA nON 

COMMITTEE 

TO: HB 297 

Page I, line 9, following "award of a": 

Insert "merit-based" 

4 Page 3, line 17, following "academic scholarship": 

5 Delete "and" 

6 Insert "," 

7 

8 Page 3, line 17, following "school scholarship": 

9 Insert "and a needs-based scholarship" 

10 

II Page 7, line 5, following "awards for the": 

12 Delete "program" 

13 Insert "merit-based programs" 

BY _______ _ 

14 C,,~t~ # I 
15 Page 8, following line 3: .." 

16 Insert: IAflMe-r IJuJ G.I"POMN-r 
17 "Sec. 14.43.828. Eligibility for a Reuh basI.'!! scholarshipVand maximum 

18 

19 

20 

21 

550 

awards. (a) Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a needs-based 

scholarship to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the award. 

(b) A student is eligible to receive a needs-based scholarship if the student 

(I) is eligible for a merit-based academic scholarship or a merit-based 

-1-
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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career and technical school scholarship; and 

(2) can demonstrate in a ycar in which the student receives a scholarship 

that the student has unmet financial need greater than $2,000. 

(c) Thc maximum amount for the needs-based award is 50 percent of unmet 

financial need greater than $2,000. 

(d) The qualified postsecondary institution attended by the student shall 

determinc unmet financial need by subtracting from the student's allowablc standard costs 

of attcndance at the institution all non-loan sourccs of financial support, including an 

expected family contribution and all federal, state, and private scholarships or grants 

received by the student. 

(e) In this section, 

(1) "allowable standard costs of attendancc" means 

(A) for a student who receives a merit-based academic 

scholarship, the lesser of the 

(i) standard costs of attendance at thc University of Alaska, 

as determined by the commission; or 

(ii) actual costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the studcnt attends or plans to attcnd, as 

dctemlined by the commission; 

(B) for a student who receives a merit-based career and technical 

school scholarship, the eosts of attendance at the qualified postsecondary 

institution that the student attcnds or plans to attend, as dctermined by the 

commission based on room and board costs that do not exceed the standard room 

and board costs at the University of Alaska as determined by the commission; 

(2) "expected family contribution" means the amount a student or thc 

student's family is expected to pay towards the student's costs of attendance, as 

dctermined by usc of the most recent federal Frec Application for Federal Student Aid." 

-2-



DRAFT 260-2 
(2/10/2010) 

(1:14 pm) 

AMENDMENT #2. !~/A~ 

2 

3 

4 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

TO: HB 297 

Page 5, line 28: 

Delete" grade-point" 

Insert "grade" 

5 Page 5, line 30, following "scholarship;": 

BY ______________ __ 

6 Insert "the top tier is the A average tier, the second tier is the B average tier, and 

7 the third tier is the C plus average tier; the grade-point average for the A average tier is 

8 3.5 or higher, for the B average tier is less than 3.5 but no less than 3.0, and for the C plus 

9 average tier is less than 3.0 but no less than 2.5; the board shall sct by regulation 

10 minimum requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not 

II assign grades; 

12 

13 Page 6, following line 2: 

14 Insert "(4) a process by which a student who meets the grade standards in (2) of 

15 this subsection for a particular tier, but docs not meet the minimum scores established 

16 under (3) of this subsection for that tier, may apply for a lower lier scholarship;" 

17 

18 Page 6, line 3: 

19 Delete "(4)" 

20 Insert "(5)" 

21 

-1-
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I Page 6, line 5: 

2 Delete "(5)" 

3 Insert "(6)" 

4 

5 Page 6, line 7: 

6 Delete "(6)" 

7 Insert "(7)" 

8 

9 Page 6, line 23: 

10 Delete "grade-point" 

11 Insert "grade" 

12 

13 Page 6, line 24, following "school;": 

14 Insert "the minimum is C plus average; the C plus average requirement is a grade-point 

15 average of 2.5 or higher; the board shall set by regulation minimum requirements based on a 

16 substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign grades;" 

-2-
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26-GH27711A.9 
Mischel 
2/16/10 

AMENDMENT.;;J:i:-j - A~ 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB297 

I Page 6, lines 3 - 4: 

2 Delete "university or college in this state" 

BY REPRESENTATIVE SEA TON 

3 Insert "postsecondary institution as described in AS 14.43.835" 

4 

5 Page 6, line 8: 

6 Delete "university or college" 

7 Insert "postsecondary institution" 

8 

9 Page 7, line 5, following "maximum awards": 

10 Insert "and allowable uses" 

11 

12 Page 7, line 12, following "achievement;": 

13 Insert "for purposes of this paragraph, a student's academic achievement must be 

14 determined by the student's high school grade-point average and score on an examination 

15 described in AS 14.43.820(b)(3);" 

16 

17 Page 7, lines 16 - 18: 

18 Delete all material and insert: 

19 "(3) subject to (e) of this section, a student who qualifies for a merit-

20 based academic scholarship may apply the award to the costs of attending a qualified 

21 career and technical school program as described in AS 14.43.835(a)(2);" 

22 

23 Page 7, lines 27, following "courses": 

L -1-



26-GH27711A.9 

Insert ", or for up to two calendar years of attendance at a qualified career and 

2 technical school" 

l -2-
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L-vI -1'- l'.vt)--v 
~_,~~~~:::-ur __ _ 

Conceptional Amendment No.,_-,4~_ - 26GH2771\A.l 

To House Bill 297 -t:.. U-.A-
Proposed by: Representative Keller 

House Education Committee 

Amendment to Page 5, line 22 & 23 

-

17 Sec, 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

18 appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

19 applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

20 (b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award ofa merit-based 

21 academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

22 (1) the as approved by the local district four-year core academic curriculum 

23 which may include a virtual curriculum that the student must have 

[23]24 completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 
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Conceptional Amendment No. 

To House Bill 297 

Proposed by: Representative Keller 

House Education Committee 

Amendment to Page 12, line 16 

03 * Sec. 7. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

04 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

05 Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarsbip fund established. (a) 

06 The governor's performance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

07 fund consists of 

08 (I) appropriations to the fund; 

09 (2) donations to the fund; and 

10 (3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

II (b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

12 purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

13 contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 

14 of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

15 time. 

16 (c) donations to the fund from private sources shall be considered for the 

17 education tax credit as per AS 43.20.014 

[16] IS [(c)] @ Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 

New Text Underlined LDELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI 
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Conceptional Amendment No._t __ _ 

To House Bill 297 ~ 6}...J 
Proposed by: Representative Keller 

House Education Committee 

Amendment to Page 10, line 23 

-
26GH2771 \A.4 

08 Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

09 law, the department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

10 Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data necessary to 

11 prepare public reports regarding the governor's performance scholarship program. 

12 (b) No more than 10 days after the start of each year's legislative session, the 

\3 department, commission, University of Alaska, Department of Revenue, and 

14 Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an annual report to 

15 the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of 

16 public interest regarding the governor's performance scholarship program, including 

17 (I) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

18 awarded; 

19 (2) dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and expected 

20 dollar amounts for the next year; and 

21 (3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified in AS 

22 14.43.810. 

23 (4) data shall be included and available via a specific web page linkable on the 

24 State of Alaska's home page 

New Text Underlined LDELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Page 4, following line 16, 

Adam Berg 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 7:19 AM 
Louie Flora 
FYI 

Add: "(9) increasing participation from Alaska high school students in Alaska post-secondary institutions." 

1 

559 



560 

26-GH27711A.16 

j~ r::I Mischel a:v 0 4~[41 211811 
0 

AMENDMENT o/cv.;{, d~~ 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

Page 3, line 14, following "established": 

BY REPRESENTATIVE SEATON 

2 Insert "for the purpose of ensuring that a rigorous curriculum is available in all high 

3 schools in the state and" 

4 

5 Page 4, line 16, following "opportunities": 

6 Insert "; 

7 (9) providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state" 

L -1-
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AMENDMENT 

26-GH27711A.1O 
Chenoweth 

2/17/10 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

BY REPRESENTATIVE GARDNER 

Page IO,line I, following "error": 

2 Insert "less any scholarship award payments previously expended if the error in the 

3 award of the scholarship was not due to any fault of the student" 

L _1_ 
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB297 

Page 3, lines 16 - 19: 

AMENDMENT #-10 

26-GH2771 \A.17 
Mischel 
2/18/10 

w/J,-;-­
~W~ 

BY REPRESENTATIVES GARDNER 

AND BUCH 

2 Delete "The program includes a merit-based academic scholarship and a merit-based 

3 career and technical school scholarship. The merit-based academic scholarship consists of 

4 three levels of awards. The merit-based career and technical school scholarship consists of 

5 one level of award." 

6 

7 Page 5, line 17: . 

8 Delete "an academic" 

9 Insert "a performance" 

10 

II Page 5, line 18: 

12 Delete "academic" 

13 Insert "performance" 

14 

15 Page 5, line 21: 

16 Delete "academic" 

17 Insert "performance" 

18 

19 Page 5, lines 29 - 30: 

20 Delete "academic scholarship" 

21 Insert "scholarship award" 

22 

23 Page 6, lines 2 - 3: 

L -\-



26-0H277l lA.l7 

Delete "academic scholarship" 

2 Insert "scholarship award" 

3 

4 Page 6, lines 3 - 4: 

5 Delete "university or college in this state" 

6 Insert "postsecondary institution as described in AS 14.43.835" 

7 

8 Page 6, line 8: 

9 Delete "university or college" 

\0 Insert "postsecondary institution" 

II 

12 Page 6, line II, through page 7, line 15: 

\3 Delete all material and insert: 

14 "Sec. 14.43.825. Maximum awards. (a) Subject to (b) - (f) of this section, the 

15 maximum awards under the program are 

16 (I) for a student who demonstrates very high academic achievement, 

17 the cost of approved tuition for a full-time student in school year 2009 through 20 I 0 at 

18 the qualified postsecondary institution at which the student intends to enroll; 

19 (2) for a student who demonstrates high academic achievement, 75 

20 percent of approved tuition for a full-time student in school year 2009 through 20 I 0 at 

21 the qualified postsecondary institution at which the student intends to enroll; 

22 (3) for a student who demonstrates moderate academic achievement, 

23 50 percent of approved tuition for a full-time student in school year 2009 through 

24 20 I 0 at the qualified postsecondary institution at which the student intends to enroll." 

25 

26 Page 7, line 16: 

27 Delete "(3) a" 

28 Insert "(b) A" 

29 

30 Reletter the following subsections accordingly. 

31 

L -2-
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26-GH277I IA.I? 

Page 7, line 19: 

2 Delete "merit-based academic" 

3 

4 Page 7, line 25: 

5 Delete "merit-based academic" 

6 

7 Page 7, line 27: 

8 Delete "university or college" 

9 Insert "postsecondary institution as described in AS 14.43.835" 

10 

11 Page 7, lines 27 - 29: 

12 Delete "A student receiving a merit-based career and technical scholarship may 

13 remain eligible for two calendar years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. 

14 A student may not receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship" 

15 Insert "A student may not receive more than one scholarship award" 

L -3-
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3 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

I3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

26-GH27711A.18 
Mischel 
2/18/10 

AMENDMENT tf If 1rI/~ J--t U 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

BY REPRESENTATIVE BUCH 

Page 5, lines 22 - 27: 

Delete all material and insert: 

"(I) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include one of the 

following: 

(A) a combination of 

(i) four years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) four years of science; and 

(iv) four years of social studies, one year of which may 

include a foreign language, Alaska Native language, fine arts, or 

cultural heritage; or 

(B) a combination of 

(i) three years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) three years of science; 

(iv) four years of social studies; and 

(v) two years of a foreign language, Alaska Native 

language, fine arts, or cultural heritage;" 

21 Page 6, lines 17 - 22: 

22 Delete all material and insert: 

23 "(I) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

l -1-
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

L 

26-GH277I \A.IS 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include one of the 

following: 

(A) a combination of 

(i) four years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) four years of science; and 

(iv) four years of social studies, one year of which may 

include a foreign language, Alaska Native language, fine arts, or 

cultural heritage; or 

(8) a combination of 

(i) three years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) three years of science; 

(iv) four years of social studies; and 

(v) two years of a foreign language, Alaska Native 

language, fine arts, or cultural heritage;" 

-2-
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7-

8 

9 

10 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB297 

Page 5, lines 22 - 27: 

AMENDMENT 

I 

I~H27711A.18 ( .... :\A- (f'lo Mischel 
~ ~ i 2/18/10 

3111 ~J A~ )..A"" "Nt; 

I (~_1J6 
BY REPRESENTATIVE BUCH fI';;..(}A.-l):3 

~~-No 
/1'IJ.M."t -ps s;,; 4), 
W; -/V4 

Delete all material and insert: 

"(1) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must includae ef the-

(A) a combination of 

(i) four years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) four years of science; and 

II C''''~ (j) 
Ar--..4-~ ~ 

(iv) four years of social studies, one year of which may 

include a foreign language, Alaska Native language, fine arts, or 

cultural heritag~Q 12AM II 
13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(B) a combination of 

0) three years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) three years of science; 

(iv) four years of social studies; and 

(v) two years of a foreign language, Alaska Native 

language, fine arts, or cultural heritage;" 

~-- -- ---------
Page 6, lines 17 - 22: 

Delete all material and insert: 

"(1) the four-year core academic curriculum that the student must have 

L -J-
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26-GH27711A.18 

completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include :OlifJl,9Roni=lffihree-

(A) a combination of 

(i) four years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years of language arts; 

(iii) four years of science; and 

(iv) four years of social studies, one year of which may 

include a foreign language, Alaska Native language, fine arts, or 

cultural heritage.: , e 
(8) a combination of 

(i) three years of mathematics; 

(ii) four years oflanguage arts; 

(iii) three years of science; 

(iv) four years of social studies; and 

(v) two years of a foreign language, Alaska Native 

language, fine arts, or cultural heritage;" 

. --~ "--- . 
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

AMENDMENT 

26-GH2771\A.11 
Kane 

2/17/.10 

BY REPRESENTATIVE EDGMON 

Page 4, line 16, following "opportunities": 

2 Insert "; 

3 (9) increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska 

4 postsecondary institutions" 

L -1-
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

Page 5, line 22, following "curriculum": 

2 

3 

Insert ", which may include virtual curriculum," 

4 Page 6, line 17, following "curriculum": 

5 Insert ", which may include virtual curriculum," 

L -1-
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4ft! 
Conceptional Amendment No. ___ _ 26GH2771\A.1 

To House Bill 297 

Proposed by: Representative Keller 

House Education Committee 

Amendment to Page 5, line 22 & 23 

17 Sec. 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

18 appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

19 applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

20 (b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

21 academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

22 (1) [ the] as approved by the local district four-year core academic curriculum 

23 which may include a virtual curriculum that the student must have 

[23]24 completed in high school; the core academic curriculum must include 

New Text Underlined LDELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI 
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM February 25, 2010 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Clarification of school district approval of curriculum (HB 297) 
(Work Order No. 26-GH2771\A.20) 

Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair of the House Education Committee 
Attn: Louie Flora 

Jean M. Mischel . Il. 
Legislative counsr 

Enclosed is an amendment based upon a conceptual amendment to include school district 
approval of virtual curriculum within the core curriculum requirements for a student to be 
eligible for the academic scholarship. under the bill. The following points are made to 
clarify the translation of that concept into the above amendment. 

I. Title change. This is necessitated by the amendment's introduction of a new concept 
into the scholarship subject of the bill: district authorization to approve virtual 
curriculum. A school district is not expressly authorized under current law to ilpprove 
curriculum but is authorized to "provide for" an "educational program" and to "review 
and select textbooks and instructional materials" that include "curriculum materials." 
Therefore, the addition of the express authority to approve curriculum, including virtual 
curriculum, must either be added to as a separate authorization or added to the current 
authority to review and select curriculum materials. Both options add school district 
authority to the existing subject of a scholarship program and must be, according to the 
Revisor of Statutes, noted in the title. 

2. Placement of the virtual curriculum authorization. The conceptual amendment 
attempted to place the authorization of virtual curriculum in the subsection pertaining to 
the student's eligibility. Since the amendment relates to school district approval, the 
language was made into a separate subsection that modifies the concept of "core 
curriculum" for purposes of scholarship eligibility and added to the general authorities of 
school boards to review and select curriculum materials. In addition, the conceptual 
amendment only modified the academic scholarship provision, although both the 
academic and career scholarships have core curriculum requirements. Believing this to 
be an oversight, I drafted the amendment to amend both types of scholarship eligibility 
provisions. 
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Representative Paul Seaton 
February 25,2010 
Page 2 

3. Definition of virtual cuniculum. Since the concept does not appear anywhere else in 
current law and does not, to my knowledge, have a common meaning, I have attempted to 
define the concept in this amendment. 

If I may be of further assistance, please advise. 

JMM:ljw 
10-130.ljw 

Enclosure 
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AMENDMENT 

26-GH277I 1A.20 
Mischel 
2/25/10 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 297 

BY REPRESENTATIVE SEATON 

Page I, line 3, following "records;": 

2 

3 

Insert "relating to review and selection of textbooks and instructional materials;" 

4 Page I, line 6: 

5 Delete "a new section" 

6 Insert "new sections" 

7 

8 Page I, following line 13: 

9 Insert a new section to read: 

10 "Sec. 14.03.114. District review and selection of Internet materials. The 

II review and selection of textbooks and instructional materials by the governing body of 

12 a school district under AS 14.08.111 and AS 14.14.090 may include review and 

13 selection of curriculum materials available on the Internet." 

14 

15 Page 6, following line 10: 

16 Insert a new subsection to read: 

17 "(c) The core curriculum required under (b)(I) of this section may be 

18 completed using a virtual curriculum." 

19 

20 Page 7, following line 3: 

21 Insert a new subsection to read: 

22 "(c) The core curriculum required under (b)( I) of this section may be 

23 completed using a virtual curriculum." 

L -1-
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2 Page II, line 8, following "school"; 

3 Insert "; 

4 (8) "virtual curriculum" means a course that is provided by a school 

5 district through the use of materials available on the Internet." 

L -2-
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM March 11,2010 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Two year high school attendance requirement (CSHB 297(EDC) 
(Work Order No. 26-GH277I\E» 

Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair of the House Education Committee 
Attn: Louie Flora 

Jean M. Mischel /} 
Legislative Counsel ~ 

(/ 
Upon further reflection after the committee hearing yesterday on the above referenced 
bill, I'd like to clarify my response to the questions pertaining to the addition in this 
version of a two year high school attendance requirement for Alaska residents who 
graduate from a high school outside of the state and whose parents are in military 
services at page 7, lines 15 - 16 of the bill. 

The option of graduation from an out-of-state high school under circumstances allowed 
by the Department of Education and Early Development itself presents a potential equal 
protection issue under the bill, the result of which depends greatly upon the importance of 
and relationship to the state interest served by both the option and the in-state 
requirement from an equal protection and a privileges and immunity perspective. 

In Alaska, if a court finds that two people are similarly situated, a sliding scale of high to 
low scrutiny by the court is applied to unequal treatment. In the case of a fundamental 
right (education), the court will apply a strict scrutiny standard and invalidate an 
apparently inequitable state law unless the state has shown a compelling interest for it, 
the law is closely related to that interest, and there are no alternative means for 
accomplishing that. If the court finds that the interest at stake is merely economic 
(scholarship funding), a lower level of scrutiny is applied and the distinction between out­
of-state and in-state graduates will be upheld if the state has a legitimate interest in 
maintaining the distinction and the law is rationally related to that interest. 

The addition of two years of in-state attendance for an out-of-state graduate for a student 
whose parents serve in the military both enhances the distinction and provides 
consistency for the out-of-state option with the stated purpose of the bill: to instill rigor 
in the curriculum of in-state high schools and to better prepare those graduates for post­
secondary work. The out-of-state graduate, then, is not only not in a similar situation to 
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Representative Paul Seaton 
March 11,2010 
Page 2 

the in-state graduate, the stated purpose for the bill is called into question by the out-of­
state option. 

On the other hand, in-state graduates may themselves have attended high school here for 
less than two years. The means employed, then, may not be found by a court to be 
rationally related to the state purpose. A court would look at information such as the 
percentage of in-state students who spend less than two years at a high school in the state 
and compare that to the basis for adding that requirement for out-of-state graduates in the 
face of a constitutional challenge. That presumes, however, that the court would first 
find that the two types of graduates are similarly situated and, in particular, that students 
with military parents, spend as much time at in-state schools as graduates from in-state 
schools. In my opinion, the two are not similarly situated but if a court finds otherwise, 
the two year requirement bears a close relationship to a compelling state interest. I can, 
however, not assure the committee of that result if the provision is subject to 
constitutional challenge. 

I hope this adds some Clarity to a fairly complex issue. If I may be of further assistance, 
please advise. 

JMM:med 
10-038.med 
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 297(EDC) 

IN THE LEGIS LA TURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE EDUCA nON COMMITTEE 

Offered: 
Referred: 

Sponsor(s): THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

"OR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

26-GH277I IRg 
Mischel 

JI4,lW 

3111110 

1 "An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date. " 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall determine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a merit-based governor's performance scholarship 

10 under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall state in the 

11 student's permanent record the highest tierlevel of funding for which the student is 

12 eligible. A district shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that the 

13 district correct an error in the eligibility determination. 

14 * Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a) is amended to read: 

-1- CSHB 297(EDC) 
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(a) The department shall 

(1) exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state 

except the University of Alaska; 

(2) study the conditions and needs of the public schools of the state, 

adopt or recommend plans, administer and evaluate grants to improve school 

performance awarded under AS 14.03.125, and adopt regulations for the improvement 

of the public schools; 

(3) provide advisory and consultative services to all public school 

governing bodies and personnel; 

(4) prescribe by regulation a minimum course of study for the public 

schools; the regulations must provide that, if a course in American Sign Language is 

given, the course shall be given credit as a course in a foreign language; 

(5) establish, in coordination with the Department of Health and Social 

Services, a program for the continuing education of children who are held in detention 

facilities in the state during the period of detention; 

(6) accredit those public schools that meet accreditation standards 

prescribed by regulation by the department; these regulations shall be adopted by the 

department and presented to the legislature during the first 10 days of any regular 

session, and become effective 45 days after presentation or at the end of the session, 

whichever is earlier, unless disapproved by a resolution concurred in by a majority of 

the members of each house; 

(7) prescribe by regulation, after consultation with the state fire 

marshal and the state sanitarian, standards that will assure healthful and safe 

conditions in the public and private schools of the state, including a requirement of 

physical examinations and immunizations in pre-elementary schools; the standards for 

private schools may not be more stringent than those for public schools; 

(8) exercise general supervision over pre-elementary schools that 

receive direct state or federal funding; 

(9) exercise general supervision over elementary and secondary 

correspondence study programs offered by municipal school districts or regional 

educational attendance areas; the department may also offer and make available to any 

CSHB 297(EDC) -2-
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Alaskan through a centralized office a correspondence study program; 

(10) accredit private schools that request accreditation ~nd that meet 

accreditation standards prescribed by regulation by the department; nothing in this 

paragraph authorizes the department to require religious or other private schools to be 

licensed; 

(11) revIew plans for construction of new public elementary and 

secondary schools and for additions to and major rehabilitation of existing public 

elementary and secondary schools and, in accordance with regulations adopted by the 

department, determine and approve the extent of eligibility for stat~ aid of a school 

construction or major maintenance project; for the purposes of this paragraph, "plans" 

include educational specifications, schematic designs, and final contract documents; 

(I 2) provide educational opportunities in the areas of vocational 

education and training, and basic education to individuals over 16 years of age who 

are no longer attending school; 

(13) administer the grants awarded under AS 14.1 I; 

(14) establish, in coordination with the Department of Public Safety, a 

school bus driver training course; 

(15) require the reporting of information relating to school disciplinary 

and safety programs under AS 14.33.120 and of incidents of disruptive or violent 

behavior; 

(16) establish by regulation criteria, based on low student performance, 

under which the department may intervene in a school district to improve instructional 

practices, as described in AS 14.07.030(14) or (15); the regulations must include 

(A) a notice provision that alerts the district to the deficiencies 

and the instructional practice changes proposed by the department; 

(8) an end date for departmental intervention, as described in 

AS 14.07.030(14)(A) and (8) and (15), after the district demonstrates three 

consecutive years of improvement consisting of not less than two percent 

increases in student proficiency on standards-based assessments in math, 

reading, and writing as provided in AS 14.03.123(t)(2)(A); and 

(C) a process for districts to petition the department for 

-3- CSHB 297(EDC) 
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I continuing or discontinuing the department's intervention; 

2 (17) notify the legislative committees having jurisdiction over 

3 education before intervening in a school district under AS 14.07.030(14) or redirecting 

4 public school funding under AS 14.07 .030( 15}. 

5 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

6 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

7 14.43.890. 

8 * Sec. 3. AS 14.42.030( e) is amended to read: 

9 (e) The commission may 

10 (1) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

11 to 

12 (A) carry out the purposes of 

13 (i) AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 

14 14.43.750], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(ii) AS 14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

purposes of AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; 

(B) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, Insurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

instrumentalities, or corporations; and 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under 

AS 14.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

26 under AS 14.43.151-14.43.155; 

27 (2) delegate to the executive director of the commiSSIOn or a 

28 subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

29 commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to 

30 adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43.100(b) and 

31 AS 14.48.120; 

CSHB 297(EDC) -4-
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(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

2 

3 

4 

necessarily consisting or commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

carrying out its functions; 

(4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 
1 

5 education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 

6 submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

7 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

8 (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

9 AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and 

10 (8) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

11 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

12 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

13 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

14 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

15 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

16 * Sec. 4. AS 14.42.2QQ is ameases te reas: 

17 See. 14042.200. CeaeFol f18weFs. la assitisa te ether pewers graates ia tHis 

18 eHapter, tile eerperatiea may 

19 (1) SHe ansbe SHes ia its ewa aame; 

20 (2) asspt an efReial seal; 

21 (3) asept regHlatieas Haser AS H .62 (Admiaistrative PreeeSHre Aet) 

22 te earry eHt tHe pHrpeses ef tHis eHopter; 

23 (4) malle aas eJleeHte agreemeats, eeatraets, aas etHer iastrHmeats 

24 aeeessary or eOBveflieBt ifl tke eJlereise of the pO'olferS afta fufletioflS of tke e0fJ30ratioH, 

25 iaelHsiag eeatraets witH a persea er gs¥emmeatal eatit)'; 

26 (5) reeei'o'e, taile, Hels, aas asmiaister, ea beHalf eftHe eerperatiea aas 

27 fur aay sf its pHrpeses, aay apprepAatiea, gift, graat, beE)Hest, sevise, er seaatisa sf 

28 real prepert)' er perseaal preperty if tllat sbligatiea ef tile eerperatiea is Ret a sebt ef 

29 tile state; ia tHis paragrapH, "prepert)''' iaelHses 

30 

31 (8) life estates, leases, er stHer iflterests ia flFeflerty; 

-5- CSHB 297(EDC) 
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(6) bSffSW mSRey as flf8\'iaea iR this shaflter ts sarry Silt its sSfjlsrate 

flllfjlsses aRa isslle its ssligatisRs as e\'iaeRSe sf the sSffswiRg; 

(7) iRslllae iR a sSffswiRg the amsllRts ts fl~' fiRaRsiRg sharges, 

iRterest SR the ssligatisRs fer a flerisa RSt ellseeaiRg SRe year after the aate SR whish 

the eSfjlSratisR estimates fHRas will sthervfise se availallie ts flay the iRterest, 

eSRsllltaRt, aayiSsfY, aRa legal fees, aRa sther el'fleRses ReeessaF)' sr iReiaeRt ts the 

sSffswiRg; 

(8) iSv6St aF reinvest, s\:lbjeet ta its seRa-eets witH asteRelaefS aa8 

sSRahslaers, mSRey hela sy the eSfjleratisR as set Silt iR AS 37. HUn I; 

(9) set aRa eelleet iRterest, fees, aRa eharges iR seRReetisR with 

eaHeatisR IsaRs sr rejlaymeRt ssligatisRs hela sy the eefjlSratisR aRa its servieiRg 

ageats; is tHis fl8ragr8flH, "6karges" iHelliaes eests sf fiHaBeiag by the 6sff)smtisH, 

serviee eharges, iRsllfaRee flremillms, aRa sther essts iRellffea s~' the eSfjlsratisR iR 

earryiag 01::1t its eSFfJ8fate flHFf18ses; 

(IQ) gather iRfeffRatisR SR flsstseesRaar), ealleatisR fiRaReial resellrees 

aYailasle te resiaeRts sf this state aRa aissemiRate the iRfeffRatisR ts reaseRalll), assllre 

that Ejllalifiea resiaeRts are aware sfthsse fiRaRsial resslIrees; 

eSfjlSratisR; 

(11) sefYiee ealleatisR IsaRs aRa reflaymeRt esligatisRs hela by the 

(12) flllrehase sr flartieiflate iR the !lllrehase sf ealleatisR IsaRs; 

(13) eeRtraet iR aavaRee fer the !lllrehase sr sale sf ealleatisR IsaRs; 

(14) sell sr flartiei!late iR the sale, either !lllslie er flAyate aRa SR teffRS 

BlIthsAzea sy the seara, sf ealleatieR leaRs ts the SllIaeRt LsaR MariletiRg AsseeiatieR 

aF ta etHer flHTekasers; 

(15) eelleet aRa !lay reassRasle fees aRa eharges iR eSRReetisR with the 

flluehase, sale, afte sePt'ieisg sf ee1:leatisR leBBS aHa refl8YfHeat esligatisfls; 

(1 €i) eater iRte agreeffleRts witH tHe feEleral gevemfHeat, iBeiaaiflg 

gHaraRty agreemeRts aRa sll!l!llemeRtal gHaraRty agreemeRts as aeserisea iR 2Q U.S.C. 

IQQI 1155, as ameRaea, as Reeessary te flrs'fiae fer the reeei!lt sy the eefjlSratisR sf 

aamiRistrative aliswaRees aRa sther seRefits a'.'ailallie liHaer 2Q V.S.c. IQQI 1155, 

as ameRaea; 

CSHB 297(EDC) -6-
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(17) aEimiHister feEleral meHe), alletteEi ts the state iH'/eIviHg iHslireEi 

eEiliealisH leaHs aREi relateEi aEimiHistrative eests aHEI ether matters; 

(18) eHter iHte agreemeHts with the eemmissieH relatiHg te eEilieatisH 

leaRS aHa reJ3aymeHt eeligatioHs, tJie aamiaistratioe of fke HBaeeial aia aBe loaH 

prsgTllms liHEler AS 14.H.091 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.(:)91 14.43.750), 14.43.990, aBEl 

AS 14.44, aBEl the paymeHt sf aHEI seelirity fer bSHEIS sf the eSfjleratieH; 

(19) te the e)lteHt permitteEiliHEler eeHtraets with beHElhelElers, eeHseHt 

te the meElifieatieH ef the rate ef iHterest, time ef paymeHt ef aB iHstallmeHt ef 

priHeijlal er iHterest, er sther terms ef aH eEilieatieH leaH sr repaymeHt ebligatieH helEi 

By the eefjleratieH; 

(20) prselire IHSliraHee agaiHst any less IH eeHHeetieH with the 

12 8}3erRtioH efits I3Fogram:s; 

13 (21) previEle aEivisery serviees te Berrev/ers aHEI ether partieipaBts iH 

14 the eOFfloratioe's J3Fograms; 

15 (22) eHter iHte ereElit faei!ity agreemeHts aHEI malle pleEiges, eeveHaHts, 

16 aREi agreemeHts with respeet te the repaymeHt ef BsrrewiHgs liHEler the ereElit faei!ity 

17 agreemeHts; 

18 (23) Elevelep aHEI implemeHt eEilieatieH fiHaHeiHg pregrams; 1ft this 

19 paragraph, "pre grams" iHelliEles 

20 (A) pregrams !isteEi iH AS 14.42.030EB)(I); 

21 (8) pregrams fer the gliaraHteeiHg, servieiHg, srigiHatiHg, aHEI 

22 fiHaReiHg ef eEilieatieH leaHS fer Berrewers leeateEi beth iHsiEle aHEI elitsiEle the 

23 state; aHEI 

24 (C) feEleral fiHaBeial aiEl pregrams maEle liHEler feElerallaw; aHEI 

25 (24) perferm aets that may Be Heeessary er apprepriate te earr)' elit 

26 effeetively the geHeral sBjeetives aBEl plifjleses efthe eefjleratieH liHEler AS 14.42.100 

27 14.42.990. 

28 * See. S. AS 14.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

29 Article llA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Program. 

30 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship program established; 

31 Alaska residency. (a) The governor's perfonnance scholarship program is established 
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for the purpose of ensuring that a rigorous curriculum is available in all high schools 

in the state and to provide scholarships for high school graduates who are Alaska 

residents to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in the state. The program 

includes a merit-based academic scholarship, a merit-based career and technical 

school scholarship, and an unmet financial need scholarship supplement. The merit­

based academic scholarship consists of three levels of awards. The merit-based career 

and technical school scholarship consists of one level of award. 

(b) The department shall design the programmatic standards for the 

scholarships and appeals of adverse decisions. The commission shall administer the 

daily operations of the program and financing of the program, including the 

procedures for applying for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring 

continuing compliance with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply 

for other non loan financial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective agencies 

shall adopt necessary regulations under AS 44.62 after consultation with each other. 

The department may change the regulations under AS 44.62 relating to the 

programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by 

giving advance public notice at least one school year before the effective date of the 

change. 

(c) For purposes of the program, a student is an Alaska resident if the student 

meets the requirements for establishing residency under AS 01.10.055. 

(d) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

(1) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

(2) improving academic performance of students in kindergarten 

through grade 12 in the state; 

(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in the state; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 

CSHB 297(EDC) -8-
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(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

graduation rates of students in the state; 

(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

postsecondary opportunities; 

(9) providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state; 

(10) increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska 

postsecondary institutions. 

Sec. 14.43.815. QUalifications of applicants. (a) A student may apply for a 

governor's performance scholarship to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in 

the state if the student 

(I) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

(2) is an Alaska resident who has 

(A) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

the date of the application, from a high school in the state, including a public 

school, private school, and home school; 

(B) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

the date of the application, from a high school outside of the state under 

circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

allowable circumstances include a circumstance in which a high school student 

who is an Alaska resident has attended high school in the state for not less than 

two years. and has left the state because of the military service of the student's 

custodial parent who is an Alaska resident; 

(3) will receive and use. while an Alaska resident. the scholarship at a 

qualified postsecondary institution in the state not later than six years after the 

beginning of the first school year after a student's graduation from high school\ unless 

the student qualifies for an extension of time allowed by the department; for purposes 

of this paragraph, standards for extension of time must include time wlliletwo 

additional years if the student is in military service; and 

(4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

eligible for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's performance scholarship 
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if the student 

(1) has not complied with the military selective service registration 

requirements imposed under 50 U.S.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if 

those requirements apply to the student; 

(2) is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid 

loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under 

this chapter; or 

(3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

Sec. 14.43.820. tWgibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

(I) the four-year core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

curriculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(8) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

high school to be eligible for each of the three tieFsaward levels of academic 

scholarship; tfle tsr tier is tHe under AS 14.43.827; for the first award level, a student 

must have an A average-tier,; for the second tier is tHeaward level, a student must have 

l! 8 average-tier,~ and for the third tier is tkeaward level a student must have a C plus 

average-tief; the grade-point average for tile-an A average tier-is 3.5 or higher, for tile-l! 

8 average-tieHs, less than 3.5 but not less than 3.0, and for tile-lLC plus average-tieHs, 

less than 3.0 but not less than 2.5; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

grades; 

-
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(3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 

student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three tiefsaward levels of 

academic scholarship, under AS 14.43.827; 

(4) a process by which a student who meets the grade standards in (2) 

of this subsection for a particular tiefaward level, but does not meet the minimum 

scores established under (3) of this subsection for that tieflevel, may apply for a lower 

tieIo-scholarship award level; 

(5) enrollment III a course of study at a qualified postsecondary 

institution as described in AS 14.43.835 that is intended to result in the award of a 

certificate or degree; 

(6) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility; 

(7) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 

student may submit evidence to the qualified postsecondary institution that establishes 

the equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point average, and core academic 

cuniculum for public school students. 

Sec. 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship to an applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award under the program. 

(b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

(1) the core academic cuniculum, which may include virtual 

cuniculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

cuniculum must include 

(A) four years of mathematics; 

(8) four years of language arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

(D) three years of social studies; 

(2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

high school; the minimum is C plus average; the C plus average requirement is a 
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grade-point average of 2.5 or higher; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

grades; 

(3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 

(A) college entrance examination; or 

(8) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the 

department; 

(4) enrollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 

preparedness to enter the workforce; 

(5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

regain eligibility. 

Sec. 14.43_827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) _Subject to (b) -

(e) of this section; and the programmatic standards established under AS 14.43.820(b), 

the maximum awards and allowable uses for the merit-based programs are as follows: 

(1) for the merit-based academic scholarship, the following three 

tiefslevels of scholarship financing awarEls; the highest tier ef award for a semester 

HllIst se~ 

(A) the first award level is an amount that is equal to the cost of 

approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 2010 threllgh: 2011 

fer a stlldent taking 15 ereElits, and retj:lIire requires an A grade average and a 

very high aeaEleHlie aehie¥eHlent;minimum score on a college entrance 

examination; 

illL the second tier HllIst seaward level is an amount that is 

equal to 75 percent of the higHest tier and retj:lIirefirst award level and requires 

a B grade average and a high aeaEleHlie aehieveHlent;minimum score on a 

college entrance examination; 

l£l.. the third tier HIlIst seaward level is an amount that is equal 

to 50 percent of the highest tier aRd retj:lIire HleElerate aeadeHlie aehieveHleRt; 

fer plIFfleses ef this paragraph, a stllEleRt's aeaEleHlie aehieyeHleRt HllIst se 
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aetefHIiHea by tlle stuaeHt'sfirst award level and reqUIres a C plus grade 

average and a moderately high selleel gFaae fleiHt a\'erage aeseribea iH 

AS 14.43.820(b)(2) aHaminimum score on aHa college entrance examination 

aeseribea iH AS 14A3.820(b)(3);~ 

(2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

student, not to exceed $3,000 a school year; 

(3) subject to (e) of this section, a student who qualifies for a merit­

based academic scholarship may apply the award to the costs of attending a qualified 

career and technical school program as described in AS 14.43.835(a)(2h1 

(b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

is enrolled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award eH a flre Fata basis. of 50 

percent of the amount of scholarship award for which the student is eligible under (a) 

of this section. 

(c) A student's eligibility for a scholarship terminates six years after the date 

the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 

time allowed by the department. 

(d) Subject to AS 14.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

university or college, which may include graduate courses, or for up to two calendar 

years of attendance at II qualified career or technical school. A student receiving a 

merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

years of attendance at II qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

(e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 

student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

purposes of federal financial aid, less any other scholarships or non loan financial aid 

awarded to the student. 

Sec. 14.43.828. Eligibility for an unmet need scholarship supplement and 

maximum awards. (a) Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award an unmet 

need scholarship supplement to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 
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award. 

(b) A student is eligible to receive an unmet need scholarship supplement if 

the student 

(1) is eligible for a merit-based academic scholarship or a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship; and 

(2) can demonstrate, in a year III which the student receIves a 

scholarship, that the student has unmet financial need greater than $2,000. 

(c) The maximum amount for an unmet need scholarship supplement is 50 

percent of the unmet financial need that exceeds $2,000. 

(d) The qualified postsecondary institution attended by the student shall 

determine unmet financial need by subtracting from the student's allowable standard 

costs of attendance at the institution all non loan sources of financial support, 

including an expected family contribution and all federal, state, and private 

scholarships or grants received by the student. 

(e) In this section, 

(I) "allowable standard costs of attendance" means 

(A) for a student who receives a merit-based academic 

scholarship, the lesser of the 

(i) standard costs of attendance at the University of 

Alaska, as determined by the commission; or 

(ii) actual costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission; 

(B) for a student who receives a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship, the costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission based on room and board costs that do not 

exceed the standard room and board costs at the University of Alaska as 

determined by the commission; 

(2) "expected family contribution" means the amount a student or the 

student's family is expected to pay toward the student's cost of attendance, as 
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determined by use of the most recent federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

to allow students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by 

alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances beyond the student's 

control. The department may not waive a requirement and shall require the student to 

achieve a result comparable to that required of other students. The decision of the 

department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative means is final. In 

determining circumstances in which the student may pursue alternative means, the 

department shall consider the effect on students who have met the requirements and 

the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a high school outside of 

the state is not a circumstance in which a student may be allowed to pursue alternative 

means to qualify for a scholarship. Circumstances in which the department may allow 

a student to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship include the 

following: 

(1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

the control of the student. 

Sec. 14.43.835. QUalified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 

institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

(1) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

(A) authorized to operate in the state under AS 14.48.020, or is 

exempt from authorization under AS 14.48.030(b)(I); and 

(B) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

(2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 

shall publish the list on or before September 1 of the year preceding enrollment. 

(b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, III 
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consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

regulations under AS 44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development shall certify career and technical school programs in the 

state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 

The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

(I) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

technical school; 

(2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

the program results in a certificate or license that is recognized by the industry for 

which the training prepares the student; 

(3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

(4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development in regulation. 

(c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 

education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualify a postsecondary 

institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 

by teachers or equipment in the state. 

Sec. 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

(b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

(c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 

to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error, less aH)' sekelarskijl award 

jla),fIIeHts jlre\'ieHsly elljleHded if tke errer, iH tile award ef tile sekelarskijl was Het dHe 
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ta aft)' faHit sf tHe shiaeat. . 

Sec_ 14.43_845_ Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

earnings of the governor's performance scholarship fund under AS 37.14.750 -

37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 

scholarships awarded to students under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

Sec. 14.43.850. Rellort to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

law, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data 

necessary to prepare public reports regarding the program. 

(b) Not more than 10 days after the convening of each regular legislative 

session, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an 

annual report to the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of 

public interest regarding the program, including 

(I) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

awarded; 

(2) the dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and the 

dollar amounts expected to be awarded for the next year; and 

(3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified In 

AS 14.43.810. 

Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(I) "grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four­

point scale, sr five psiRt seale fur aavaReea plaeemeRt elasses, obtained by the student 

in high school; 

(2) "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

United States; 

(3) "program" means the governor's performance scholarship program 

established under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890; 
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1 (4) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

2 district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

3 * Sec. '~. AS 14.45.130(a) is amended to read: 

4 (a) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100 

5 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations, 

6 physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, [AND] courses 

7 taken at the school. gnd level of eligibility for a governor's performance 

8 scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

9 * Sec. +~. AS 23.05.060 is amended to read: 

10 Sec. 23.05.060. Powers of the department. The department may 

II (1) enforce all state labor laws; 

12 (2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

13 in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

14 (3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

15 concerning the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

16 enforcement of this chapter; 

17 (4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

18 cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

19 employee an amount due by contract; 

20 (5) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

21 necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

22 (6) in accordance with AS 37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

23 and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

24 organizations, or other personsi 

25 (7) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

26 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

27 14.43.890. 

28 * Sec. 81. AS 36.30.850(b) is amended to read: 

29 (b) This chapter applies to every expenditure of state money by the state, 

30 acting through an agency, under a contract, except that this chapter does not apply to 

31 (1) grants; 
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1 (2) contracts for professional witnesses to provide for professional 

2 services or testimony relating to existing or probable lawsuits in which the state is or 

3 may become a party; 

4 (3) contracts of the University of Alaska where the work is to be 

5 performed substantially by students enrolled in the university; 

6 (4) contracts for medical doctors and dentists; 

7 (5) acquisitions or disposals of real property or interest III real 

8 property, except as provided in AS 36.30.080 and 36.30.085; 

9 (6) disposals under AS 38.05; 

10 (7) contracts for the preparation and transportation of ballots under 

11 AS 15; 

12 (8) acquisitions or disposals of property and other contracts relating to 

13 airports under AS 02.15.070, 02.15.090, 02.15.091, and AS 44.88; 

14 (9) disposals of obsolete property under AS 19.05.060; 

15 (10) disposals of obsolete material or equipment under AS 35.20.060; 

16 (II) agreements with providers of services under AS 47.25.071 -

17 47.25.095; AS 47.07; AS 47.08; AS 47.10; AS 47.12; AS 47.14; AS 47.17; AS 47.24; 

18 and AS 47.27, including contractors under AS 47.27.050; 

19 (12) contracts of the Department of Fish and Game for flights that 

20 involve specialized flying and piloting skills and are not point-to-point; 

21 (13) purchases of income-producing assets for the state treasury or a 

22 public corporation of the state; 

23 (14) [REPEALED 

24 (15)] a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of investment 

25 powers held by 

26 (A) the commISSIOner of revenue under AS 14.42.200, 

27 14.42.210, AS 18.56.095, AS 37.10.070, 37.10.071, or AS 37.14; 

28 (B) the Board of Regents of the University of Alaska under 

29 AS 14.40.250 - 14.40.491; 

30 ill} [(16)J a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of 

31 investment powers or fiduciary duties of 
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(A) the Board of Trustees of the Alaska Permanent Fund 

Corporation undet AS 37.13; 

(B) the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority under 

AS 37.14.001 - 37.14.099; 

@ [(17)1 the purchase of books, book binding services, newspapers, 

periodicals, audio-visual materials, network information services access, approval 

plans, professional memberships, archival materials, objects of art, and items for 

museum or archival acquisition having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

significance; in this paragraph 

(A) "approval plans" means book selection services in which 

current book titles meeting an agency's customized specifications are provided 

to the agency subject to the right of the agency to return those books that do 

not meet with the agency's approval; 

(B) "archival materials" means the noncurrent records of an 

agency that are preserved after appraisal because of their value; 

(C) "audio-visual materials" means nonbook prerecorded 

materials, including records, tapes, slides, transparencies, films, filmstrips, 

cassettes, videos, compact discs, laser discs, and items that require the use of 

equipment to render them usable; 

(D) "network information services" means a group of resources 

from which cataloging information, holdings records, inter-library loans, 

acquisitions infortnation, and other reference resources can be obtained; 

.il1l [(18)J contracts for the purchase of standardized examinations for 

licensure under AS 08; 

@ [(l9)J contracts for home health care provided under regulations 

adopted by the Department of Health and Social Services and for adult residential care 

services provided under tegulations adopted by the Department of Health and Social 

Services or by the Department of Administration; 

il21 [(20)] contracts for supplies or services for research projects 

funded by money received from the federal government or private grants; 

(20) [(21)J guest speakers or performers for an educational or cultural 
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I activity; 

2 an [(22)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

3 Authority for a clean coal technology demonstration project that 

4 (A) is attempting to develop a coal-fired electric generation 

project; 5 

6 (B) uses technology that IS capable of commercialization 

7 during the 1990's; and 

8 (C) qualifies for federal financial participation under P.L. 99-

9 190 as amended; 

10 {lll [(23)] operation and protection of assets or disposals of equipment 

II and supplies acquired through foreclosure or other legal proceedings relating to loans 

12 issued under AS 03.10; 

13 QJl [(24)] purchases of curatorial and conservation servIces to 

14 maintain, preserve, and interpret 

15 (A) objects of art; and 

16 (B) items having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

17 significance to the state; 

18 (24) [(25)J acquisition of confidential seismic survey data necessary 

19 for pre-sale oil and gas lease or gas only lease analyses under AS 38.05.180; 

20 @ [(26)] contracts for village public safety officers; 

21 @ [(27)J purchases of supplies and services to support the operations 

22 of the Alaska state troopers or law enforcement officers engaged in fish and wildlife 

23 protection if the procurement officer for the Department of Public Safety makes a 

24 written determination that publicity of the purchases would jeopardize the safety of 

25 personnel or the success of a covert operation; 

26 an [(28)J expenditures when rates are set by law or ordinance; 

27 Q!ll [(29)J construction of new vessels by the Department of 

28 Transportation and Public racilities for the Alaska marine highway system; 

29 

30 

31 

(29) [(30)J contracts entered into with a regional development 

organization; in this paragraph, "regional development organization" has the meaning 

given in AS 44.33.895; 
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I Qill. [(31)] contracts that are to be perfonned in an area outside of the 

2 country and that require a knowledge of the customs, procedures, rules, or laws of the 

3 area; 

4 Qll [(32)] contracts that are between the Department of Law and 

5 attorneys who are not employed by the state and that are for the review or prosecution 

6 of possible violations of the criminal law of the state in situations where the attorney 

7 general concludes that an actual or potential conflict of interest makes it inappropriate 

8 for the Department of Law to review or prosecute the possible violations; 

9 (32) [(33)] contracts between the Department of Natural Resources and 

10 contractors qualified to evaluate hydrocarbon development, production, transportation, 

11 and economics, to assist the commissioner of natural resources in evaluating 

12 applications for royalty increases or decreases or other royalty adjustments, and 

13 evaluating the related financial and technical data, entered into under AS 38.05.180(j); 

14 (33) [(34)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

15 Authority made with the developer of an integrated transportation and port facility 

16 owned by the authority; 

17 (34) [(35)] procurements of contracts with the media for advertising; 

18 (35) [(36)] [REPEALED 

19 (37)] contracts between the state medical examiner and a provider of 

20 medical services to perform or assist in perfonning the duties assigned to the state 

21 medical examiner in AS 12.65.020; 

22 (36) [(38)] contracts between the commissioner of revenue and an 

23 independent contractor under AS 43.82.240; 

24 (37) [(39)] contracts for a convener under AS 44.62.730 or for a 

25 facilitator under AS 44.62.760 related to a negotiated regulation making process under 

26 AS 44.62.710 - 44.62.800; 

27 (38) [(40) l{EPEALED 

28 (41)] a tourism marketing contract awarded under AS 44.33.125; 

29 (39) [(42)] grants and contracts with qualified entities for services 

30 under AS 47.18.330 for the foster care transition program; 

31 (40) [(43») contracts for travel services, including airplane travel, hotel 
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I accommodations, and travel agency services, but excluding motor vehicle rentals; 

2 ~ [(44)] contracts of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

3 Education or the Alaska Student Loan Corporation for the 

4 financial aid money to institutions of postsecondary education under the financial aid 

5 programs under AS 14,43.091 - 14.43.S90 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750] and 

6 AS 14.44.025; 

7 (42) [(45») contracts for an arbitration pancl to determine whether a 

8 project IS uneconomic under AS 43.90.240, and contracts for the development of 

9 application provisions for licensure and for the evaluation of those applications under 

10 AS 43.90; 

II (43) [(46)] contracts for delivery of home heating assistance under 

12 AS 47.25.626; 

13 (44) [(47)] contracts of the Alaska Pension Obligation Bond 

14 Corporation under AS 37.16.010 - 37.16.900. 

15 * Sec. 9ji. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

16 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

17 Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

18 The governor's performance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

19 fund consists of 

20 (I) appropriations to the fund; 

21 (2) donations to the fund; and 

22 (3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

23 (b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

24 purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

25 contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 

26 of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

27 time. 

28 (c) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 

29 Sec. 37.14.755. flOwers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

30 carrying out the investment duties under AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 

31 of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.10.071. The commissioner shall 
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I provide reports to the tJepartment of Education and Early Development, the 

2 Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on 

3 Postsecondary Education on the condition and investment performance of the fund. 

4 Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July I of each year, 

5 the commissioner of revenue shall determine the average month-end market value of 

6 the fund for the immecliately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shall 

7 identify five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

8 appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income account created 

9 under AS 14.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

10 may award scholarships under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall also 

II report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts previously identified 

12 as available for appropriation to the governor's performance scholarship fund income 

13 account but not appropriated. 

14 Sec. 37.14.790. Definitions. In AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

15 requires otherwise, 

16 (I) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 

17 (2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

18 established in AS 37.14.7S0(a). 

19 * Sec. ~9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

20 to read: 

21 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

22 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

23 Department of Education and tarly Development and the Department of Labor and 

24 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

25 Education, may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

26 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810, enacted by sec. 

27 ~ of this Act, so that a student 

28 (I) may be eligible for the program even though the student did not fully meet 

29 the required core academic curtlculum for the school years beginning July I, 20 10, through 

30 June 30, 2013; and 

31 (2) who graduatecl from high school in this state after June 30, 20 I 0, and 
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1 before July 1, 2011, and meets eligibility requirements for the program may apply for a 

2 scholarship beginning July 1,2011. 

3 * Sec. t+.l0. The uncodified law ofthe State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

4 to read: 

5 TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

6 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

7 Commission on Postsecondary Education may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

8 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

9 effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September 1, 2010. 

10 * Sec. !-bU. Section ++10 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.l0,070(c). 

11 * Sec. H.12. Except as provided in sec. H11 of this Act, this Act takes effect September 1, 

12 2010. 

-25- CSHB 297(EDC) 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



L 

603 

.' 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 297(EDC) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Offered: 
Referred: 

Sponsor(s): THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

26-GH27711R 
Mischel 

3/4/10 

"An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program and relating to 

2 the program; establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and relating to 

3 the fund; relating to student records; making conforming amendments; and providing 

4 for an effective date. " 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

6 * Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

7 Sec. 14.03.113. District determination of scholarship eligibility. A school 

8 district shall detennine whether a student who graduates from a high school in the 

9 district is eligible for an award of a merit-based governor's perfonnance scholarship 

10 under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. If a student is eligible, the district shall state in the 

11 student's penn anent record the highest tier of funding for which the student is eligible. 

12 A district shall provide a student with an opportunity to request that the district correct 

13 an error in the eligibility detennination. 

14 * Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a) is amended to read: 
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(a) The department shall 

(1) exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state 

except the University of Alaska; 

(2) study the conditions and needs of the public schools of the state, 

adopt or recommend plans, administer and evaluate grants to improve school 

performance awarded under AS 14.03.125, and adopt regulations for the improvement 

of the public schools; 

(3) provide advisory and consultative services to all public school 

governing bodies and personnel; 

(4) prescribe by regulation a minimum course of study for the public 

schools; the regulations must provide that, if a course in American Sign Language is 

given, the course shall be given credit as a course in a foreign language; 

(5) establish, in coordination with the Department of Health and Social 

Services, a program for the continuing education of children who are held in detention 

facilities in the state during the period of detention; 

(6) accredit those public schools that meet accreditation standards 

prescribed by regulation by the department; these regulations shall be adopted by the 

department and presented to the legislature during the first 10 days of any regular 

session, and become effective 45 days after presentation or at the end of the session, 

whichever is earlier, unless disapproved by a resolution concurred in by a majority of 

the members of each house; 

(7) prescribe by regulation, after consultation with the state fire 

marshal and the state sanitarian, standards that will assure healthful and safe 

conditions in the public and private schools of the state, including a requirement of 

physical examinations and immunizations in pre-elementary schools; the standards for 

private schools may not be more stringent than those for public schools; 

(8) exercise general supervision over pre-elementary schools that 

receive direct state or federal funding; 

(9) exercise general supervision over elementary arid secondary 

correspondence study programs offered by municipal school districts or regional 

educational attendance areas; the department may also offer and make available to any 
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Alaskan through a centralized office a correspondence study program; 

2 (10) accredit private schools that request accreditation and that meet 

3 accreditation standards prescribed by regulation by the department; nothing in this 

4 paragraph authorizes the department to require religious or other private schools to be 

5 licensed; 

6 (II) revIew plans for construction of new public elementary and 

7 secondary schools and for additions to and major rehabilitation of existing public 

8 elementary and secondary schools and, in accordance with regulations adopted by the 

9 department, determine and approve the extent of eligibility for state aid of a school 

10 construction or major maintenance project; for the purposes of this paragraph, "plans" 

II include educational specifications, schematic designs, and final contract documents; 

12 (12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of vocational 

13 education and training, and basic education to individuals over 16 years of age who 

14 are no longer attending school; 

15 (13) administer the grants awarded under AS 14.11; 

16 (14) establish, in coordination with the Department of Public Safety, a 

17 school bus driver training course; 

18 (15) require the reporting of information relating to school disciplinary 

19 and safety programs under AS 14.33.120 and of incidents of disruptive or violent 

20 behavior; 

21 (16) establish by regulation criteria, based on low student performance, 

22 under which the department may intervene in a school district to improve instructional 

23 practices, as described in AS 14.07.030(14) or (15); the regulations must include 

24 (A) a notice provision that alerts the district to the deficiencies 

25 and the instructional practice changes proposed by the department; 

26 (8) an end date for departmental intervention, as described in 

27 AS 14.07.030(l4)(A) and (8) and (IS), after the district demonstrates three 

28 consecutive years of improvement consisting of not less than two percent 

29 increases in student proficiency on standards-based assessments in math, 

30 reading, and writing as provided in AS 14.03. I 23(f)(2)(A); and 

31 (C) a process for districts to petition the department for 
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continuing or discontinuing the department's intervention; 

2 (17) notify the legislative committees having jurisdiction over 

3 education before intervening in a school district under AS 14.07.030(14) or redirecting 

4 public school funding under AS l4.07.030(15)i 

5 (18) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

6 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

7 14.43.890. 

8 * Sec. 3. AS 14.42.030(e) is amended to read: 

9 (e) The commission may 

10 (1) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

11 to 

12 (A) carry out the purposes of 

13 (i) AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 

14 14.43.750], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and 

15 

16. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(ii) AS 14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the 

purposes of AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 

14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; 

(8) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state 

and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, insurance, 

purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies, 

instrumentalities, or corporations; and 

(C) establish standards for the 

(i) administration of hearings conducted under 

AS 14.43.153; and 

(ii) administrative enforcement of collection orders 

26 under AS 14.43.151 - 14.43.155; 

27 (2) delegate to the executive director of the commiSSIOn or a 

28 subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the 

29 commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to 

30 adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43. JOO(b) and 

·31 AS 14.48.120; 
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(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not 

2 

3 

4 

necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in 

carrying out its functions; 

(4) contract with or use existing institutions of postsecondary 

5 education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys, 

6 submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission; 

7 (5) establish fees for the review of an out-of-state institution that 

8 (A) requests approval for participation in the programs under 

9 AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750, 14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and 

10 (8) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation 

11 association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation; and 

12 (6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed 

13 on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes 

14 delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court 

15 costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency. 

16 * Sec. 4. AS 14.42.200 is amended to read: 

17 Sec. 14.42.200. General powers. In addition to other powers granted in this 

18 chapter, the corporation may 

19 (I) sue and be sued in its own name; 

20 (2) adopt an official seal; 

21 (3) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) 

22 to carry out the purposes of this chapter; 

23 (4) make and execute agreements, contracts, and other instruments 

24 necessary or convenient in the exercise of the powers and functions of the corporation, 

25 including contracts with a person or governmental entity; 

26 (5) receive, take, hold, and administer, on behalf of the corporation and 

27 for any of its purposes, any appropriation, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or donation of 

28 real property or personal property if that obligation of the corporation is not a debt of 

29 the state; in this paragraph, "property" includes 

30 (A) money; and 

31 (8) life estates, leases, or other interests in property; 
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(6) borrow money as provided in this chapter to carry out its corporate 

purposes and issue its obligations as evidence of the borrowing; 

(7) include in a borrowing the amounts to pay financing charges, 

interest on the obligations for a period not exceeding one year after the date on which 

the corporation estimates funds will otherwise be available to pay the interest, 

consultant, advisory, and legal fees, and other expenses necessary or incident to the 

borrowing; 

(8) invest or reinvest, subject to its contracts with noteholders and 

bondholders, money held by the corporation as set out in AS 37.10.071; 

(9) set and collect interest, fees, and charges in connection with 

education loans or repayment obligations held by the corporation and its servicing 

agents; in this paragraph, "charges" includes costs of financing by the corporation, 

service charges, insurance premiums, and other costs incurred by the corporation in 

carrying out its corporate purposes; 

(10) gather information on postsecondary education financial resources 

available to residents of this state and disseminate the information to reasonably assure 

that qualified residents are aware of those financial resources; 

corporation; 

(II) service education loans and repayment obligations held by the 

(12) purchase or participate in the purchase of education loans; 

(13) contract in advance for the purchase or sale of education loans; 

(14) sell or participate in the sale, either public or private and on terms 

authorized by the board, of education loans to the Student Loan Marketing Association 

or to other purchasers; 

(15) collect and pay reasonable fees and charges in connection with the 

purchase, sale, and servicing of education loans and repayment obligations; 

(16) enter into agreements with the federal government, including 

guaranty agreements and supplemental guaranty agreements as described in 20 U.S.C. 

1001 - 1155, as amended, as necessary to provide for the receipt by the corporation of 

administrative allowances and other benefits available under 20 U.S.C. 1001 - 11 55, 

as amended; 
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1 (17) administer federal money allotted to the state involving insured 

2 education loans and related administrative costs and other matters; 

3 (18) enter into agreements with the commission relating to education 

4 loans and repayment obligations, the administration of the financial aid and loan 

5 programs under AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.890 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750], 14.43.990, and 

6 AS 14.44, and the payment of and security for bonds of the corporation; 

7 (19) to the extent permitted under contracts with bondholders, consent 

8 to the modification of the rate of interest, time of payment of an installment of 

9 principal or interest, or other terms of an education loan or repayment obligation held 

10 by the corporation; 

11 (20) procure insurance against any loss In connection with the 

12 operation of its programs; 

13 (21) provide advisory services to borrowers and other participants in 

14 the corporat!on's programs; 

15 (22) enter into credit facility agreements and make pledges, covenants, 

16 . and agreements with respect to the repayment of borrowings under the credit facility 

agreements; 17 

18 (23) develop and implement education financing programs; in this 

19 paragraph, "programs" includes 

20 (A) programs listed in AS 14.42.030(b)(1); 

21 (B) programs for the guaranteeing, servicing, originating, and 

22 financing of education loans for borrowers located both inside and outside the 

23 state; and 

24 (C) federal financial aid programs made under federal law; and 

25 (24) perform acts that may be necessary or appropriate to carry out 

26 effectively the general objectives and purposes of the corporation under AS 14.42.100 

27 - 14.42.990. 

28 * Sec. 5. AS 14.43 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

29 Article liA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Program. 

30 Sec. 14.43.810. Governor's performance scholarship program established; 

31 Alaska residency. (a) The governor's performance scholarship program is established 
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I for the purpose of ensuring that a rigorous cuniculum is available in all high schools 

2 in the state and to provide scholarships for high school graduates who are Alaska 

3 residents to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in the state. The program 

4 includes a merit-based academic scholarship, a merit-based career and technical 

5 school scholarship, and an unmet financial need scholarship supplement. The merit-

6 based academic scholarship consists of three levels of awards. The merit-based career 

7 and technical school scholarship consists of one level of award. 

8 (b) The department .shall design the programmatic standards for the 

9 scholarships and appeals of adverse decisions. The commission shall administer the 

10 daily operations of the program and financing of the program, including the 

II procedures for applying for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring 

12 continuing compliance with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply 

13 for other non loan financial aid, consistent with federal law. The respective agencies 

14 shall adopt necessary regulations under AS 44.62 after consultation with each other. 

IS The department may change the regulations under AS 44.62 relating to the 

16 . programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by 

17 giving advance public notice at least one school year before the effective date of the 

18 change. 

19 (c) For purposes of the program, a student is an Alaska resident if the student 

20 meets the requirements for establishing residency under AS 01.10.055. 

21 Cd) The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 

22 (1) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 

23 (2) improving academic performance of students in kindergarten 

24 through grade 12 in the state; 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary 

education; 

(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high 

schools in the state; 

(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college 

entrance examinations; 

(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 
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(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and 

2 graduation rates of students in the state; 

3 (8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue 

4 postsecondary opportunities; 

5 (9) providing a rigorous curriculum in all high schools in the state; 

6 (10) increasing participation of Alaska high school students in Alaska 

7 postsecondary institutions. 

8 Sec. 14.43.815. Qualifications of applicants. (a) A student may apply for a 

9 governor's perfonnance scholarship to attend a qualified postsecondary institution in 

10 the state if the student 

II (I) has applied or intends to apply for admission to the institution; 

12 (2) is an Alaska resident who has 

13 (A) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

14 the date of the application, from a high school in the state, including a public 

15 school, private school, and home school; 

16 (8) graduated, or will graduate not later than six months after 

17 the date of the application, from a high school outside of the state under 

18 circumstances allowed by the department; for purposes of this subparagraph, 

19 allowable circumstances include a circumstance in which a high school student 

20 who is an Alaska resident left the state because of the military service of the 

21 student's custodial parent who is an Alaska resident; 

22 (3) will receive and use the scholarship at a qualified postsecondary 

23 institution in the state not later than six years after the beginning of the first school 

24 year after a student's graduation from high school, unless the student qualifies for an 

25 extension of time allowed by the department; for purposes of this paragraph, standards 

26 for extension of time must include time while the student is in military service; and 

27 (4) meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be 

28 eligible for a governor's perfonnance scholarship. 

29 (b) A student is not qualified to receive a governor's perfonnance scholarship 

30 if the student 

31 (I) has not complied with the military selective service registration 
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requirements imposed under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if 

2 those requirements apply to the student; 

3 (2) is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid 

4 loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under 

5 this chapter; or 

6 (3) has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction 

7 and has not qualified for a waiver under standards adopted by the department. 

8 Sec. 14.43.820. Eligibility for an academic scholarship. (a) Subject to 

9 appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an 

10 applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program. 

11 (b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

12 academic scholarship under the program include the following: 

13 (I) the four-year core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

14 curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

15 curriculum must include 

16 (A) four years of mathematics; 

17 (B) four years of language arts; 

18 (C) four years of science; and 

19 (D) three years of social studies; 

20 (2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

21 high school to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic scholarship; the top 

22 tier is the A average tier, the second tier is the B average tier, and the third tier is the C 

23 plus average tier; the grade-point average for the A average tier is 3.5 or higher, for 

24 the B average tier is less than 3.5 but not less than 3.0, and for the C plus average tier 

25 is less than 3.0 but not less than 2.5; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

26 requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

27 grades; 

28 (3) the minimum score on a college entrance examination that the 

29 student must have achieved to be eligible for each of the three tiers of academic 

30 scholarship; 

31 (4) a process by which a student who meets the grade standards in (2) 
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of this subsection for a particular tier, but does not meet the mlmmum scores 

2 established under (3) of this subsection for that tier, may apply for a lower tier 

3 scholarship; 

4 (5) enrollment in a course of study at a qualified postsecondary 

5 institution as described in AS 14.43.835 that is intended to result in the award of a 

6 certificate or degree; 

7 (6) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

8 regain eligibility; 

9 (7) a process through which a home-schooled or private-schooled 

10 student may submit evidence to the qualified postsecondary institution that establishes 

II the equivalent of the high school diploma, grade-point average, and core academic 

12 curriculum for public school students. 

13 Sec_ 14.43.825. Eligibility for a career and technical school scholarship. (a) 

14 Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based career and 

15 technical school scholarship to an applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

16 award under the program. 

17 (b) The programmatic standards for eligibility for an award of a merit-based 

18 career and technical school scholarship under the program include the following: 

19 (\) the core academic curriculum, which may include virtual 

20 curriculum, that the student must have completed in high school; the core academic 

21 curriculum must include 

22 (A) four years of mathematics; 

23 

24 

(B) four years oflanguage arts; 

(C) four years of science; and 

25 (D) three years of social studies; 

26 (2) the minimum grade average that the student must have achieved in 

27 high school; the minimum is C plus average; the C plus average requirement is a 

28 grade-point average of 2.5 or higher; the department shall set by regulation minimum 

29 requirements based on a substantially similar standard for districts that do not assign 

30 grades; 

31 (3) the minimum score that the student must have achieved on a 
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(A) college entrance examination; or 

2 (8) standardized examination designed to measure a student's 

3 level of preparedness to make_ the transition to work, as selected by the 

4 department; 

5 (4)" enrollment in good standing at a certified career and technical 

6 school that is intended to result in the award of a certificate that indicates the student's 

7 preparedness to enter the workforce; 

8 (5) a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can 

9 regain eligibility. 

10 Sec. 14.43.827. Maximum awards and allowable uses. (a) Subject to (b) - (e) 

II of this section, the maximum awards and allowable uses for the merit-based programs 

12 are as follows: 

13 (I) for the merit-based academic scholarship, three tiers of scholarship 

14 financing awards; the highest tier of award for a semester must be equal to the cost of 

15 approved tuition at the University of Alaska in school year 2010 through 2011 for a 

16 student taking 15 credits, and require very high academic achievement; the second tier 

17 must be 75 percent of the highest tier and require high academic achievement; the 

18 third tier must be 50 percent of the highest tier and require moderate academic 

19 achievement; for purposes of this paragraph, a student's academic achievement must 

20 be determined by the student's high school grade-point average described In 

21 AS 14.43.820(b)(2) and score on an examination described in AS 14.43.820(b)(3); 

22 (2) for the merit-based career and technical scholarship, the award 

23 must be the actual cost of the qualified career and technical school attended by the 

24 student, not to exceed $3,000 a school year; 

25 (3) subject to (e) of this section, a student who qualifies for a merit-

26 based academic scholarship may apply the award to the costs of attending a qualified 

27 career and technical school program as described in AS 14.43.835(a)(2); 

28 (b) A part-time student who receives a merit-based academic scholarship and 

29 is enrolled on at least a half-time basis is eligible for an award on a pro rata basis. 

30 (c) A student's eligibility for a scholarship terminates six years after the date 

31 the student graduated from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of 
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time allowed by the department. 

(d) Subject to AS 14.43.815(a)(3), a student receiving a merit-based academic 

scholarship may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment at a qualified 

university or college, which may include graduate courses, or for up to two calendar 

years of attendance at a qualified career or technical school. A student receiving a 

merit-based career and technical scholarship may remain eligible for two calendar 

years of attendance at a qualified career and technical school. A student may not 

receive both an academic and a career and technical scholarship. 

(e) The amount of a scholarship award may not exceed the amount of the 

student's costs of attendance as certified by the postsecondary institution for the 

purposes of federal financial aid, less any other scholarships or non loan financial aid 

awarded to the student. 

Sec. 14.43.828. Eligibility for an un met need scholarship supplement and 

maximum awards. (a) Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award an unrnet 

need scholarship supplement to a student who meets the eligibility criteria for the 

award. 

(b) A student is eligible to receive an unrnet need scholarship supplement if 

the student 

(1) is eligible for a merit-based academic scholarship or a merit-based 

career and technical school scholarship; and 

(2) can demonstrate, in a year In which the student receIves a 

scholarship, that the student has unmet financial need greater than $2,000. 

(c) The maximum amount for an unrnet need scholarship supplement is 50 

percent of the unmet financial need that exceeds $2,000. 

(d) The qualified postsecondary institution attended by the student shall 

determine unrnet financial need by subtracting from the student's allowable standard 

costs of attendance at the institution all non loan sources of financial support, 

including an expected family contribution and all federal, state, and private 

scholarships or grants received by the student. 

(e) In this section, 

(I) "allowable standard costs of attendance" means 
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(A) for a student who receives a merit-based academic 

scholarship, the lesser of the 

(i) standard costs of attendance at the University of 

Alaska, as determined by the commission; or 

(ii) actual costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission; 

(8) for a student who receives a merit-based career and 

technical school scholarship, the costs of attendance at the qualified 

postsecondary institution that the student attends or plans to attend, as 

determined by the commission based on room and board costs that do not 

exceed the standard room and board costs at the University of Alaska as 

determined by the commission; 

(2) "expected family contribution" means the amount a student or the 

student's family is expected to pay toward the student's cost of attendance, as 

determined by use of the most recent federal Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Sec. 14.43.830. Programmatic standards. (a) Subject to (b) of this section, 

the department shall establish programmatic standards for the program. 

(b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative pathway 

to allow students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by 

alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances beyond the student's 

control. The department may not waive a requirement and shall require the student to 

achieve a result comparable to that required of other students. The decision of the 

department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative means is final. In 

determining circumstances in which the student may pursue alternative means, the 

department shall consider the effect on students who have met the requirements and 

the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a high school outside of 

the state is not a circumstance in which a student may be allowed to pursue alternative 

means to qualifY for a scholarship. Circumstances in which the department may allow 

a student to pursue alternative means to qualifY for a scholarship include the 

following: 
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I (1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student 

2 because the student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

3 (2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside 

4 the control of the student. 

5 Sec. 14.43.835. Qualified postsecondary institutions. (a) The following 

6 institutions are qualified postsecondary institutions: 

7 (1) a university or college physically located in the state that is 

8 (A) authorized to operate in the state under AS 14.48.020, or is 

9 exempt from authorization under AS 14.48.030(b)(l); and 

10 (B) accredited by a regional accreditation association; 

II (2) a career and technical school program physically located in the 

12 state that has been included on a list of certified career and technical school programs 

13 received from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development; the commission 

14 shall publish the list on or before September I of the year preceding emollment. 

15 (b) The Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall, In 

16 . consultation with the Department of Education and Early Development, adopt 

17 regulations under AS 44.62 establishing criteria under which the Department of Labor 

18 and Workforce Development shall certify career and technical school programs. in the 

19 state as eligible to participate in the career and technical school scholarship program. 

20 The criteria to be considered under this subsection include the following: 

21 (I) the quality of the job-training program offered by the career and 

22 technical school; 

23 (2) the employability of a graduate of the program, including whether 

24 the program results in a certificate or license that is recognized by the industry for 

25 which the training prepares the student; 

26 (3) whether jobs in the industry for which the training prepares the 

27 student are available or expected to be available in the future in the state; 

28 (4) other criteria established by the Department of Labor and 

29 Workforce Development in regulation. 

30 (c) A postsecondary institution is physically located in the state if the campus, 

31 teachers, classrooms, school administrators, and equipment used to provide the 
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education to the students are physically present in the state. Use of virtual, electronic, 

2 or online materials by teachers in the state does not disqualify a postsecondary 

3 institution even if the materials are generated outside the state. However, a 

4 correspondence, virtual, electronic, or online program that is administered from 

5 outside the state is not physically located in the state even if the program is delivered 

6 by teachers or equipment in the state. 

7 Sec. 14.43.840. Application and award. (a) The commission shall establish 

8 application procedures for students to apply for a governor's performance scholarship. 

9 (b) The commission shall adopt procedures for payment of scholarship awards 

10 to the institution attended by the scholarship recipient. Payment of a scholarship is 

II subject to appropriation. If insufficient funds are appropriated to pay all eligible 

12 scholarships, the commission shall pay existing awards on a pro rata basis. 

13 (c) A student who is awarded a scholarship in error shall be required to refund 

14 to the state the amount of the scholarship awarded in error, less any scholarship award 

15 payments previously expended if the error, in the award of the scholarship was not due 

16. to any fault of the student. 

17 Sec. 14.43.845. Governor's performance scholarship fund income account. 

18 The governor's performance scholarship fund income account is created as an account 

19 in the general fund. Money may be appropriated into the account from the expendable 

20 earnings of the governor's performance scholarship fund under AS 37.14.750 -

21 37.14.790 and other sources. The commission may use money in the account to pay 

22 scholarships awarded to students under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

23 Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To the extent permitted under 

24 law, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

25 Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall share data 

26 necessary to prepare public reports regarding the program. 

27 (b) Not more than 10 days after the convening of each regular legislative 

28 session, the department, the commission, the University of Alaska, the Department of 

29 Revenue, and the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall present an 

30 annual report to the public, the governor, and the legislature containing information of 

31 public interest regarding the program, including 
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(I) the number of applicants and number and types of scholarships 

2 awarded; 

3 (2) the dollar amount of scholarships awarded in past years and the 

4 dollar amounts expected to be awarded for the next year; and 

5 (3) data and trends in the data regarding the goals identified III 

6 AS 14.43.810. 

7 Sec. 14.43.890. Definitions. In AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890, unless the context 

8 requires otherwise, 

9 (I) "grade-point average" means the average of all grades on a four-

10 point scale, or five-point scale for advanced placement classes, obtained by the student 

11 in high school; 

12 (2) "military service" means active duty in the armed forces of the 

13 United States; 

14 (3) "program" means the governor's performance scholarship program 

15 established under AS 14.43.810 -14.43.890; 

16 (4) "school district" means a borough school district, a city school 

17 district, a regional educational attendance area, and a state boarding school. 

18 * Sec. 6. AS 14.45. 130(a) is amended to read: 

19 (a) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100 

20 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations, 

21 physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, [AND] courses 

22 taken at the school, and level of eligibility for a governor's performance 

23 scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. 

24 * Sec. 7. AS 23.05.060 is amended to read: 

25 Sec. 23.05.060. Powers of the department. The department may 

26 (1) enforce all state labor laws; 

27 (2) act as mediator and appoint deputy commissioners of conciliation 

28 in labor disputes whenever it considers the interest of industrial peace requires it; 

29 (3) make investigations and collect and compile statistical information 

30 concerning the conditions of labor generally and upon all matters relating to the 

31 enforcement of this chapter; 

-17- CSHB 297(EDC) 
New Text Underlined {DELETED TEXT BRACKETED} 



L 

620 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 26-GH2771\R 

(4) institute court proceedings against an employer of labor without 

2 cost to the employee when it is satisfied that the employer has failed to pay an 

3 employee an amount due by contract; 

4 (5) issue cease and desist orders and other orders and regulations 

5 necessary for the enforcement of state labor laws; 

6 (6) in accordance with AS 37.07 (the Executive Budget Act), receive 

7 and spend money derived from agreements with local governments, nongovernmental 

8 organizations, or other personsi 

9 (7) administer duties assigned to the department under the 

10 governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810 -

II 14.43.890. 

12 * Sec. 8. AS 36.30.850(b) is amended to read: 

13 (b) This chapter applies to every expenditure of state money by the state, 

14 acting through an agency, under a contract, except that this chapter does not apply to 

15 (I) grants; 

16 (2) contracts for professional witnesses to provide for professional 

17 services or testimony relating to existing or probable lawsuits in which the state is or 

18 may become a party; 

19 (3) contracts of the University of Alaska where the work is to be 

20 performed substantially by students enrolled in the university; 

21 (4) contracts for medical doctors and dentists; 

22 (5) acquisitions or disposals of real property or interest In real 

23 property, except as provided in AS 36.30.080 and 36.30.085; 

24 (6) disposals under AS 38.05; 

25 (7) contracts for the preparation and transportation of ballots under 

26 AS 15; 

. 27 (8) acquisitions or disposals of property and other contracts relating to 

28 airports under AS 02.15.070, 02.15.090, 02.15.091, and AS 44.88; 

29 (9) disposals of obsolete property under AS 19.05.060; 

30 (\0) disposals of obsolete material or equipment under AS 35.20.060; 

31 (I I) agreements with providers of services under AS 47.25.071 -
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47.25.095; AS 47.07; AS 47.08; AS 47.10; AS 47.12; AS 47.14; AS 47.17; AS 47.24; 

2 and AS 47.27, including contractors under AS 47.27.050; 

3 (12) contracts of the Department of Fish and Game for flights that 

4 involve specialized flying and piloting skills and are not point-to-point; 

5 (13) purchases of income-producing assets for the state treasury or a 

6 public corporation of the state; 

7 (14) [REPEALED 

8 (15)] a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of investment 

9 powers held by 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(A) the commissioner of revenue under AS 14.42.200, 

14.42.210, AS 18.56.095, AS 37.10.070, 37.10.071, or AS 37.14; 

(B) the Board of Regents of the University of Alaska under 

AS 14.40.250 - 14.40.491; 

@ [(16)] a contract that is a delegation, in whole or in part, of 

investment powers or fiduciary duties of 

(A) the Board of Trustees of the Alaska Permanent Fund 

Corporation under AS 37.13; 

(B) the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority under 

AS 37.14.001 - 37.14.099; 

20 i!&l [(17)] the purchase of books, book binding services, newspapers, 

21 periodicals, audio-visual materials, network information services access, approval 

22 plans, professional memberships, archival materials, objects of art, and items for 

23 museum or archival acquisition having cultural, historical, or archaeological 

24 significance; in this paragraph 

25 (A) "approval plans" means book selection services in which 

26 current book titles meeting an agency's customized specifications are provided 

27 to the agency subject to the right of the agency to return those books that do 

28 not meet with the agency's approval; 

29 (B) "archival materials" means the noncurrent records of an 

30 agency that are preserved after appraisal because oftheir value; 

31 (C) "audio-visual materials" means nonbook prerecorded 
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1 materials, including records, tapes, slides, transparencies, films, filmstrips, 

2 cassettes, videos, compact discs, laser discs, and items that require the use of 

3 equipment to render them usable; 

4 (D) "network information services" means a group of resources 

5 from which cataloging information, holdings records, inter-library loans, 

6 acquisitions information, and other reference resources can be obtained; 

7 !11l [(18)] contracts for the purchase of standardized examinations for 

8 licensure under AS 08; 

9 @ [(19)] contracts for home health care provided under regulations 

10 adopted by the Department of Health and Social Services and for adult residential care 

II services provided under regulations adopted by the Department of Health and Social 

12 Services or by the Department of Administration; 

13 1!2l [(20)] contracts for supplies or services for research projects 

14 funded by money received from the federal government or private grants; 

15 !fill [(21)] guest speakers or performers for an educational or cultural 

16 acti vi ty; 

17 1lll [(22)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

18 Authority for a clean coal technology demonstration project that 

19 (A) is attempting to develop a coal-fired electric generation 

20 project; 

21 (8) uses technology that is capable of commercialization 

22 during the 1990's; and 

23 (C) qualifies for federal financial participation under P.L. 99-

24 190 as amended; 

25 ill} [(23)] operation and protection of assets or disposals of equipment 

26 and supplies acquired through foreclosure or other legal proceedings relating to loans 

27 issued under AS 03.10; 

28 (23) [(24)] purchases of curatorial and conservation services to 

29 maintain, preserve, and interpret 

30 (A) objects of art; and 

31 (8) items having cultural, historical, or archaeological 
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significance to the state; 

2 (24) [(25)] acquisition of confidential seismic survey data necessary 

3 for pre-sale oil and gas lease or gas only lease analyses under AS 38.05.180; 

4 (25) [(26)] contracts for village public safety officers; 

5 (26) [(27)] purchases of supplies and services to support the operations 

6 of the Alaska state troopers or law enforcement officers engaged in fish and wildlife 

7 protection if the procurement officer for the Department of Public Safety makes a 

8 written detennination that publicity of the purchases would jeopardize the safety of 

9 personnel or the success of a covert operation; 

10 (27) [(28)] expenditures when rates are set by law or ordinance; 

II 

12 

13 

(28) [(29)] construction of new vessels by the Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities for the Alaska marine highway system; 

(29) [(30)] contracts entered into with a regional development 

14 organization; in this paragraph, "regional development organization" has the meaning 

15 given in AS 44.33.895; 

16 . (30) [(31)] contracts that are to be perfonned in an area outside of the 

17 country and that require a knowledge of the customs, procedures, rules, or laws of the 

18 area; 

19 Q!l [(32)] contracts that are between the Department of Law and 

20 attorneys who are not employed by the state and that are for the review or prosecution 

21 of possible violations of the criminal law of the state in situations where the attorney 

22 general concludes that an actual or potential conflict of interest makes it inappropriate 

23 for the Department of Law to review or prosecute the possible violations; 

24 1lll [(33)] contracts between the Department of Natural Resources and 

25 contractors qualified to evaluate hydrocarbon development, production, transportation, 

26 and economics, to assist the commissioner of natural resources in evaluating 

27 applications for royalty increases or decreases or other royalty adjustments, and 

28 evaluating the related financial and technical data, entered into under AS 38.05.180(j); 

29 QJl [(34)] contracts of the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 

30 Authority made with the developer of an integrated transportation and port facility 

31 owned by the authority; 
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I (34) [(35)] procurements of contracts with the media for advertising; 

2 (35) [(36)] [REPEALED 

3 (37)] contracts between the state medical examiner and a provider of 

4 medical services to perform or assist in performing the duties assigned to the state 

5 medical examiner in AS 12.65.020; 

6 (36) [(38)] contracts between the commissioner of revenue and an 

7 independent contractor under AS 43.82.240; 

8 (37) [(39)] contracts for a convener under AS 44.62.730 or for a 

9 facilitator under AS 44.62.760 related to a negotiated regulation making process under 

10 AS 44.62.710 - 44.62.800; 

II (3S)[(40) REPEALED 

12 (41)] a tourism marketing contract awarded under AS 44.33.125; 

13 (39) [(42)] grants and contracts with qualified entities for services 

14 under AS 47.18.330 for the foster care transition program; 

IS (40) [(43)] contracts for travel services, including airplane travel, hotel 

16 accommodations, and travel agency services, but excluding motor vehicle rentals; 

17 11!l [(44)] contracts of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

18 Education or the Alaska Student Loan Corporation for the guarantee and disbursing of 

19 financial aid money to institutions of postsecondary education under the financial aid 

20 programs under AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.S90 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750] and 

21 AS 14.44.025; 

22 (42) [(45)] contracts for an arbitration panel to determine whether a 

23 project is uneconomic under AS 43.90.240, and contracts for the development of 

24 application provisions for licensure and for the evaluation of those applications under 

25 AS 43.90; 

26 (43) [(46)] contracts for delivery of home heating assistance under 

27 AS 47.25.626; 

28. (44) [(47)] contracts of the Alaska Pension Obligation Bond 

29 Corporation under AS 37.16.010 - 37.16.900. 

30 * Sec. 9. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

31 Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 
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Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 

The governor's perfonnance scholarship fund is established as a fund of the state. The 

fund consists of 

(I) appropriations to the fund; 

(2) donations to the fund; and 

(3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 

(b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund with the goal that the 

purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time without regard to additional 

contributions that may be made to the fund. The commissioner shall invest the assets 

of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent real rate of return over 

time. 

(c) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund. 

Sec. 37.14.755. Powers and duties of the commissioner of revenue. In 

carrying out the investment duties under AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, the commissioner 

of revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.10.071. The commissioner shall 

provide reports to the Department of Education and Early Development, the 

Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska Commission on 

Postsecondary Education on the condition and investment perfonnance of the fund. 

Sec. 37.14.760. Use of fund. As soon as practicable after July I of each year, 

the commissioner of revenue shall detennine the average month-end market value of 

the fund for the immediately preceding three fiscal years. The commissioner shall 

identity five percent of that amount as available for appropriation by the legislature for 

appropriation to the governor's perfonnance scholarship fund income account created 

under AS 14.43.845 from which the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

may award scholarships under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.890. The commissioner shall also 

report as available for appropriation a running total of amounts previously identified 

as available for appropriation to the governor's perfonnance scholarship fund income 

account but not appropriated. 

Sec. 37.14.790. Definitions. In AS 37.14.750 - 37.14.790, unless the context 

requires otherwise, 

(I) "commissioner" means the commissioner of revenue; 
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I (2) "fund" means the governor's performance scholarship fund 

2 established in AS 37.14.750(a). 

3 * Sec. 10. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

4 read: 

5 TRANSITION: PROGRAM STANDARDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR 

6 INITIAL SCHOOL YEARS. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of this Act, the 

7 Department of Education and Early Development and the Department of Labor and 

8 Workforce Development, after consultation with the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 

9 Education, may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 to implement their respective duties under 

10 the governor's performance scholarship program established in AS 14.43.810, enacted by sec. 

II 5 of this Act, so that a student 

12 (I) may be eligible for the program even though the student did not fully meet 

13 the required core academic curriculum for the school years beginning July I, 2010, through 

14 June 30, 2013; and 

15 (2) who graduated from high school in this state after June 30, 2010, and 

16 before July I, 2011, and meets eligibility requirements for the program may apply for a 

17 scholarship beginning July 1,2011. 

18 * Sec. 11. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

19 read: 

20 TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early 

21 Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska 

22 Commission on Postsecondary Education may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to 

23 implement changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take 

24 effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before September 1,2010. 

25 * Sec. 12. Section II of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.l0.070(c). 

26 * Sec. 13. Except as provided in sec. 12 of this Act, this Act takes effect September I, 2010. 
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE ~~ BY REPRESENTATIVE GARDNER 

TO: HB 297 

Page 10, line I, following "error": 

2 Insert "less any scholarship award payments previously expended if the error in the 

3 award of the scholarship was not due to any fault of the student" 
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Conceptual Amendment 

. 'V ~ ~ by Representative Seaton 

lIfJ;). 97 

Page 9 line 26 

After "include" add "two additional years if" 

Line 26 

Delete "time while" 

628 



629 

HB 297 A5~ 
Conceptual Amendment #3 

{r:.At, ~,..?J~ 
Page 5 line 16 thru Page 7 line g.. 7 
Delete all of Sec 4 

Representative Seaton 
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,Jli}~ -Y\ by Representative Seaton 

Page 9 line 23 

After "six years" add ", providing the student maintains Alaska residency," 

630 



631 

Conceptual Amendment #5 

A~ 

17 
Page'}of line 10 

Representative Seaton 

Delete ", or five-point scale for advanced placement classes," 

('_"'- - II 
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Conceptual Amendment #6 - Adopted 

p.9 line 16-21 

"who has attended at least 2 years of high school in Alaska." 

Conceptual Amendment #7 - Adopted 

p. 12, line 29 

"1/2 time student may receive one half of tier award" 

Also, 

I you had mentioned that you would be working on language to define more clearly the different award 

tiers, so please provide language on this issue in the work-draft 



Louie Flora 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Saichi ~ba [stoba@alaska.edu] 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 9:28 AM 
Louie Flora 
larry.ledoux@alaska.gov; Diane Barrans; Jeans, Eddy (EED); Wendy Redman; Saichi Oba; 
Herman, Marcy J (EED) 
GED's& UA 
stoba.vcf 

Rep. Seaton (cc Commissioner LeDoux, Exec. Dir. Barrans, Dir. Jeans, VP Redman), 

The following information is provided in response to your question regarding OED's awarded through the 
University of Alaska. 

As mentioned at the committee meeting on Monday, February 15, the University of Alaska does not award 
OED's per se. However, several community campuses do in fact offer prep work and administer the OED 
tests. The State of Alaska awards the OED Diplomas. 

According to Amy Iutzi, Director, Adult Basic Education, OED's awarded in Alaska for the last three FY's 
(which include those facilitated at the community campuses) are as follows: 

FY07 - 1,591 OED graduates 

FY08 - 1,540 OED graduates 

FY09 - 1,686 OED graduates 

Thank you, 

Saichi Oba 
Associate VP, Student & Enrollment 
University of Alaska 

633 
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FEB-03-2010 WED 09:32 AM SWBIR FAX NO, 9074508181 p, 02 

Gwendolyn White, A$,ociatc VP 
(907) 450-8192 
(907) 450-8181 fa.~ 
gwen. whitc@ala,ko.cdu 

Planning Be Institutional Research 
PO BOX 755260 

910 Yukon Drive St<:. 108 
Fairbank" AI< 99775·5260 

Februaty 3, 2010 

Mr. Loui" Fiora, 
OfBc" of Representative Seaton 
State Capitol, Room 1 02 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 

Dear Mr. Flora: 

UNIVERSITY 
'I ALASKA 
M-, r;,.,iUinu 0,., A~""-

Thank you for the recent inquiry regarding the need for preparatory coursework by VA Scholars. I 
am pleased to provide the table belaw summarizing the proportion of VA Scholars as well as the 
overall proportion of VA first-time freshmen taking preparatory coursework. Over:all. f= VA 
Scholars require preparatory coursework than the entire population of first-time freshmen . 

.. ,..""", 
Jill 

A"""J:" 
HlJadcouDt; Awn-age 'Pcrtc.:nt._ 

Fall 2IJO\.. Fall 2005 - 21109 
H~2d( O~'lt. Percent. Fall· 

fAll 20119 20(15 - 2tH19 . 

Any ~Il~l~~t 
Moth 

llngIi'h. 
Sci¢l1ce 

D~~~~~~ .St~i~ .. 

;0. 

149 

154 

121 

78. 

3 

21 

... 
t2..1% 
34.0% 

35.1%. 

28.5%' 
17.6% 

. ';'>'80/4',' 
04,001., 

,. • • ,., __ o • 

68') 17.9% 

1.92~t 50.0% 

1.94<, 50.7%' 

1 ~3'·. 42.5%, 

9H~ 25.4% 

23 0.7% 

77 2.1% 

'!\:~u.: Hrail511\IIU i.1.mnnlifcirNl 1rrtll'"rfT[~lIrrina I .. "'. i;""~AM~/JJ. ...... ~ .11 ....... U~ j, •• .: '".......c.~ ll\'mbeP or ";"IIWI'). J·lW!.rd (Iluttl."1I an: 
prt'pttnhwy i.D n:ltu~I\OO d('l nut: itriSty tr.lI:abu~'f( ~ t.l'll1lfvf"mtIU.. WlliJc ~C"r.diy atWra'l ti" crlldil, r-lMi,·" h' liN.ad:.&lllid 
dir,ibilil)', Will' a~ in I>~r:&hMY "><MW::l1I! corullktd 10 be ..Ia;(~.nd ate t\C"If ;Ip!llicd tow.)fd 1I1iq:ra. 'Dq""'lvpm>:m:il SMUn' 

.indo.xlCI (:t,um:> in :lCWly 1Il:i1l~ md nd;ar '1I(c."","K"1I~ (t-.pil.~ 

'SoUKI:I D:r.11 I~j(-d b,' MAU~.,j:l UI\'I~kmnadnn SruC:m~: lSQnn.,:r SNdw Inrc'l'I.n.ti;m '~r~~ P.Jt~ f4J1 .!O:I, . 2((11). 

Please let me know if you would like any further information on this topic. 

Sincerely, 

Gwendolyn White 
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Department of Education & Early Development Prepared 2112/2010 

GPS SCHOLARSHIP HB297 I SB224 
ACADEMIC CAREER/TECHNICAL 

AS 14.430.810(a) Establish scholarship 
Academic Career / Technical 
3 Levels I Level 

AS 14.43.815 
Application, scholarship available for 6 years 

AS 14.43.820 
Core curriculum 
GP A three tiers: 
A 
B 
C+ 
Minimum score on college entrance exam for 
each tier. 
Process for home school & private school to 
meet requirements, 
University or College that leads to a certificate 
or degree. 

AS 14.43.827(1) 
Award: 
Platinum - $4,755 
Gold - $3,566 
Silver - $2,378 
Eligibility term six years 
Good for eight semesters 

AS 14.43.825 
Core curriculum 
GP A one tier: 
C+ or better 

Minimum score on college entrance exam OR 
assessment of work readiness. 

Career or Technical School that leads to a 
certifi cate 

AS 14.43.827(2) 
Award: 
$3,000 

Eligibility term six years 
Good for two calendar years 

AS 14.43.830 
State Board to establish make up procedures or alternative pathway while maintaining integrity 

of eligibility criteria under AS 14.43.820 & 825. 

AS 14.43.835(1) AS 14.43.835(2) 
Qualified universities or colleges Approve career and technical schools 

G:\SF District Support\DistSup\GPS\GPS SCHOLARSHIP _KeyStatutePoints_2-12-1O.docx 
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Governor's Scholarship Program 

Department of Education and Early Development 

Updated 1-7-10 

In 2009, Alaska has 8,008 high school graduates 

In Wyoming approximately 28.78% of their graduates utilize the merit scholarship program. 

Using the same utilization rate approximately 2,305 seniors will earn an opportunity for a scholarship. 

Scenario #1 is an estimate for the maximum scholarship 

2,305 X $4,755/year = $10,960,275 

Scenario #2 is an estimate for the minimum scholarship 

2,305 X $2,378/year = $5,481,290 

It is likely the cost will be somewhere in between 

($10,960,275 + $5,481,290)/2 = $8,220,783 

According to Education Trust, the average graduation rate for 5 year graduation for UAF is 25% and UAA is 16.5%. 

The four year graduation rate is significantly lower. 

Cohort: 2,305 Students per year 

Participation Number of Average Est. annual Year 1 Year 2 

rates Students Scholarship cost Estimated cost Estimated cost 

Year 1 students 100% 2,305 $3,567 $8,221,935 $8,221,935 

Year 2 students 75% 1,729 $3,567 $6,167,343 $14,389,278 

Year 3 students 50% 1,153 $3,567 $4,112,751 

Year 4 students 25% 576 $3,567 $2,054,592 

Estimated annual cost when fully implemen' 5,763 $20,556,621 

Year 3 

Estimated cost 

$18,502,029 
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G C>"V" E R r--.:J c> R"s 
PERFORIVlAr--ICE 
·SCHOLARSH I P 

CURRICULUM - GRADE POINT 

CURRICULUM 

=> 4 years of mathematics 

=> 4 years of science 

=> 4 years of English 

=> 3 years of 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development 

'(jJ'i!!t'\ verage = CTE - $3000 
per year for up to two years 

SCORES 

ASSESSMENT SCORES 

ACT SAT 

36 - 32 2400 - 2130 A 

31- 28 2120 - 1860 B 

27 - 26 1850 - 1760 C+ 

Updated February 2010 
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Annual Cost of Attending UA 

Pell Grant 

UA Scholars Award 

Governor's Performance Award 

Unmet Need 

Annual Cost of Attending APU 

Pell Grant 

Alaska Award 

Housing Award 

Governor's Performance Award 

Program Costs of Attending AVTEC 

Heavy Equipment Technologies-197 days 

Pell Grant 

Governor's Performance Award 

Program Costs of Attending AVTEC 

Plumbing/Heating - 102 days 

Pell Grant 

Governor's Performance Award 

$ 14,000.00 .. $ (5,700.00) 

$ (2,750.00) 

$ (4,755.00) 

$ 795.00 

$ 34,500.00 

$ (5,700.00) 

$ (6,000.00) 

$ (4,000.00) 

$ (4,755.00) 

$ 14,045.00 

... $ 15,775.00 

$ (5,700.00) 

$ (3,000.00) 

$ 7,075.00 

$ 8,511.00 

$ (5,700.00) 

$ (2,811.00) 

$ 

Annual Cost of Attending UA $ 14,000.00 

UA Scholars Award $ (2,750.00) 

Governor's Performance Award $ (4,755.00) 

Unmet Need $ 6,495.00 

Annual Cost of Attending APU $ 34,500.00 

Alaska Award $ (6,000.00) 

Housing Award $ (4,000.00) 

Governor's Performance Award $ (4,755.00) 

$ 19,745.00 

Program Costs of Attending AVTEC 

Heavy Equipment Technologies-197 days $ 15,775.00 

Governor's Performance Award $ (3,000.00) 

$ 12,775.00 

Program Costs of Attending AVTEC 

Plumbing/Heating - 102 days $ 8,511.00 

Governor's Performance Award $ (3,000.00) 

$ 5,511.00 
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ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 

The Honorable Kevin Meyer 
The Honorable Joe Thomas 
Co-Chairs, Education Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Rooms 10 I, 514 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

February 23,2010 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

PO BOX 110505 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811·0505 
VOICE (800) 441·2962 
In Junesu (907) 465·6740 
TDO (907) 465-3143 
FAX (907) 465-3293 

Subject: SB 224 - An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program.,. 

Dear Senators Meyer and Thomas: 

The following information is provided in response to questions raised at the February 22, 
2010 meeting of the Senate Education Committee relating to: 

• Average education loan indebtedness of Alaska students 
• Documentation of proposed fmancial aid award hierarchy 
• Amount of grant aid to Alaska students 

Average education loan indebtedness of Alaska students: 
In 2008, the most recent year for which federal statistics are published, the average federal loan 
debt of a borrower graduating from an Alaska four-year public or non-profit institution was 
$24,448. For comparison purposes, the national average for the same period was $23,200, 
Source: Project on Student Debt (projectonstudentdebt.org) 

This number does not include any non-federal loan debt such as that provided through the 
AlaskAdvantage Supplemental Education Loan (ASEL) program administered by the Alaska 
Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE). As of December 2009, the average ASEL 
debt amount per borrower was $13,277. Please note that this average is for all ASEL borrowers 
without regard to the type of school attended or whether the borrower graduated. It is reasonable 
to assume that the debt for students who complete their program of study is substantially greater, 
but borrowers are not required to document graduation. 
Source: Alaska Student Loan Corporation 

Documentation of proposed financial aid award hierarchy, relative to Governor's Performance 
Scholarship CGPS) awards: 
In order to supplement rather than supplant federal aid, GPS awards are proposed as a "last 
dollar" award, meaning that an individual's actual award is determined only after all other non-

... \.1 printed on recycled paper 
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Senator Kevin Meyer 
Senator Joe Thomas 
February 23, 2010 
Page - 2-

loan aid has been exhausted. Thus, the hierarchy is (1) federal grants, (2) private and 
institutional scholarship aid, (3) other state grants, (4) GPS, and (5) loans and self-help programs 
such as work/study. 

Average amount of grant aid to Alaska students: 
Grants most commonly available to Alaska postsecondary students: 

Grant Type Annual Amount National Stats Alaska-Specific Notes 

Pell Grant Federal, need- Up to $5,350 Federal funding of In 07/08, Pells were 
based $13,660,711,000 awarded to 4,906 students 

at AK institutions; average 
award was $1,740 

Source: Postsecondary.org 
and US Dept of Education 

Supplemental Federal, need- Up to $4,000 For 2009, Varies (limited funds 
Educational based (requires estimated new allocated to institutions to 
Opportunity Grant exceptional need; awards to 13 make award decisions) 

usually a $0 EFC) million students; Source: US Dept of 
average award size Education 
of $762 

Academic Federal, merit and Up to $1,300 in Requires rigorous $413,471 awarded to 290 
Conipetitiveness need combined addition to Pell high school AK students in 07/08 
Grant (ACG) & curriculum; $493 Source: US Dept of 
SMART Grant million awarded to 

467,000 students 
Education 

in 07/08 

AlaskAdvantage State (ASLC Up to $2,000 N/A In 2009, $1.5 million 
Grant funded), need- awarded to 2,000 students 

based (note this figure includes 
one-time funds); program 
does not have funding in 
FYI2 budget 

Institutional and Varies Varies N/A N/A 
Private Grants 

Note. ThIS chart does not lllclude the Umverslty of Alaska Scholars Program, a scholarshIp of$I,375 per semester 
available to top Alaska high school graduates who attend a UA institution. 

During committee discussion members also expressed interest in learning the basis for 
the GPS program requirement for eligible GPS recipients to use their awards within six years of 
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Senator Kevin Meyer 
Senator Joe Thomas 
February 23,2010 
Page-3-

high school graduation. The administration has several objectives in proposing this timeframe. 
First and foremost, in terms of ensuring student success, there is a growing body of research 
documenting that students who go directly to higher education are more likely to complete their 
higher education goals, and do so at less cost, than those who stop out or who attend over a 
longer period. In terms of managing and forecasting the state's potential financial obligations 
under the program, it establishes a terminal date after which the state no longer has an 
outstanding obligation to the individual. In terms of achieving measurable success for the state, 
a six-year limit ensures that the program comports with federal standards for reporting 
collegiate-level student success, defined as the percent of students completing a four-year degree 
within 150% of the normal period. I would note that the bill specifically excludes a period of 
military service from the six-year period, thereby extending the tirneframe by the period of 
service. While most state merit programs require that otherwise eligible students begin their 
program of study within one year of high school graduation, in developing this proposal the 
administration sought a balance between the value of immediately continuing into postsecondary 
education and training and the tendency of young Alaskans to want to explore the world beyond 
our state's borders. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me ifthere are additional questions. 

cc: Diane Barrans, Executive Director 
Larry LeDoux, Commissioner, Department of Education and Early Development 
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ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 

The Honorable Kevin Meyer 
The Honorable Joe Thomas 
Co-Chairs, Education Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Rooms 101, 514 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

February 25, 2010 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

PO BOX 110505 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-1)505 
VOICE (800) 441·2962 
In June.u (907) 465·6740 
TOO (907) 465·3143 
FAX (907) 465-3293 

Subject: SB 224 - An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship program ... 
Federal Grant Programs 

Dear Senators Meyer and Thomas: 

Attached please find a summary page on the various federal grant programs that have been 
discussed in recent hearings related to SB224. I thought this infOlmation would be helpful as 
committee members move forward in their discussions of a needs-based piece to the bill. 
Additionally, I am working with EED staff to provide responses to specific questions you've posed 
regarding various aid scenarios, and that information will be forthcoming shortly. 

Please let me know if you would like anything further. 

DB/dv 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Diane Barrans 
Executive Director 

... 
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Federal Grant Programs Information 

Federal Pell Grant: The Federal Pel I Grant Program provides need-based grants to low-income 
undergraduate students to promote access to postsecondary education. Grant amounts are 
dependent on: the student's expected family contribution (EFC); the cost of attendance (as 
determined by the institution); the student's enrollment status (full-time or part-time); and 
whether the student attends for a full academic year or less. For the 2010-11 award year (July 
1,2010 to June 30, 2011), the maximum award is $5,550 and minimum is approximately 
$1,180. The maximum amount can change each award year and depends on program funding. 
The application for the federal Pell grant is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). 

Academic Competitiveness Grant: for Pell-eligible students enrolled at least half-time in their 
first or second year of study or in a certificate program of at least one year at a degree-granting 
school. First year students: must have completed a rigorous secondary school program of 
study; have graduated from high school after Jan. 1,2006. Second year students: must have 
completed a rigorous secondary school program of study; graduated from high school after Jan. 
1,2005; have at least 3.0 cumulative GPA at the end of first year of postsecondary study. 

National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grant, is available during 
the third and fourth years of undergraduate study to full-time students who are eligible for the 
Federal Pell Grant and who are majoring in phYSical, life, or computer sciences, mathematiCS, 
technology, or engineering or in a foreign language determined critical to national security. 

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (FSEOG) are for undergraduates with 
exceptional financial need. Pell Grant recipients with the lowest EFCs are first to receive these 
federal supplemental grants. These annual awards range between $100 and $4000, depending 
on the time of application, financial need, and available funding at the school. FSEOGs are 
awarded only to first-time undergraduate students. 

Pell-eligibility is the cross-cutting qualification for each of the grants described above. Following 
are generally applicable annual gross family income ranges within which a full-time student 
may expect to receive a Pell grant, assuming one family member in college. 

Net Assets Income/3 in family Income/4 in family Income/5 in family Income/6 in family 
$25,000 $30k -- $55k $30k -- $65k $40k--$70k $50k -- $75k 
$50,000 $30k -- $55k $30k -- $65k $40k -- $70k $40k -- $75k 

$100,000 $20k -$45k $20k -- $55k $30k -- $60k $40k -- $65k 

U.S. DOE has developed an online tool to assist families in estimating their precise EFC at 
www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov. A general rule of thumb is that ifthe family's EFC is at or above 
$4600, they will not be Pell-eligible. 

Provided by Diane Barrans, February 25, 2010 

----------------------------------------------------------------
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ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 

The Honorable Paul Seaton 
Chair 
House Education Committee 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 102 
Juneau,AJaska 99801 

The Honorable Kevin Meyer 
The Honorable Joe Thomas 
Co-Chairs, Education Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Rooms 101,514 
Juneau, AJaska 99801 

March 9,2010 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

PO BOX 110505 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-(}505 
VOICE (800) 441-2962 
In Juneau (907) 465-6740 
TDD (907) 465-3143 
FAX (907) 465-3293 

Subject: CSHB 297 (ED) and CSSB224 (ED) - An Act establishing the governor's performance 
scholarship .... 

Dear Representative Seaton and Senators Meyer and Thomas: 

I am writing relative to the committee substitutes for HB 297 and SB224, each of which 
includes, as Section 4, amendment to AS 14.42.200, the general powers of the Alaska Student 
Loan Corporation (Corporation or ASLC). Specifically, the proposed amendment is to 
AS 14.42.200(18), and adds the Governor's Performance Scholarship (GPS) as a program for 
which the Corporation may "enter into agreements with the commission." 

It is my understanding that this section was introduced at the request ofthe Legislature's 
Division of Legal and Research Services, who have indicated it is their opinion it is necessary to 
establish authority for the program under the statutes governing the activities of the Corporation 
as a cross-reference. 

I am concerned that this amendment is both unnecessary, and, more significantly, may be 
of concern to the Corporation's bond rating agencies and other financing partners. It would be, 
in my opinion, inappropriate to assign to ASLC any responsibility, either directly or indirectly, 
for a potentially high-cost program such as the GPS. The history of ACPE and ASLC 
underscores the differences between the two organizations and the imp0l1ance of retaining clear 
separation between ACPE, as the agency tasked with administering postsecondary education 
access and aid programs for the state, and ASLC, as the organization established separately by 
the legislature for the express primary purpose of financing education loan programs. 

A \.1 prlntedon recycled paper 
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Representative Paul Seaton 
Senators Kevin Meyer and Joe Thomas 
March 9, 2010 
Page-2-

HB 297 and SB 224 already appropriately amend AS 14.42.030(e), Functions of the 
Commission, to add carrying out the GPS program. Since ASLC has no responsibility for 
funding that program, it is not necessary to create any cross-reference in the statutes governing 
the activities of the Corporation. 

Another example of an ACPE function that is not a Corporation function is the regulation 
of postsecondary institutions in Alaska. It is appropriately included as a Commission 
responsibility in AS 14.42.030 (reference is to AS 14.48), but is not included as a function of 
ASLC in AS 14.42.200. 

I hope this letter clarifies my concerns relative to this proposed amendment, and I 
appreciate this opportunity to express my strong reservations about including such language in 
statutes specific to the Corporation's financial activities, especially relative to its potential 
negative reception by bond rating agencies. I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these 
concerns with the Division of Legal and Research Services should they wish to better understand 
the issue, and to answer any questions you or the committee members may have. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Director 

DB/dv 
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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

PO BOX 110505 

ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-(}505 
VOICE (800) 441·2962 
In Juneau (907) 465·8740 
roD (907) 465·3143 

The Honorable Paul Seaton 
Chair, Education Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 102 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

FAX (907) 465·3293 

March 3, 2010 

Subject: CSHB 297 (ED) - An Act establishing the governor's performance scholarship ... 

Dear Representative Seaton: 

At the February 26, 2010 committee meeting you asked that I provide information 
regarding potential programmatic impacts of a specific amendment to HB297. The amendment 
in question was to modify the provision within the bill that would require a student who is 
elTOneously awarded a scholarship to return the erroneous amount. The amendment added the 
provision that the recipient would not have to refund the erroneous amount unless the error was 
"any fault of the student." 

When asked to comment I did express my concern about the provision because it would 
, prevent the Commission from recovering inappropriately disbursed state funds unless the student 

had engaged in some form of misconduct that contributed to the erroneous award. While I 
certainly understand the intention of the committee in adopting this change, it does establish an 
unusual student aid program provision. In general, student financial aid programs are operated 
with the understanding that should an en·or occur that results in an aid recipient receiving more 
funds than is received by any other similarly situated student, the aid recipient is expected to 
return the amount of the over award. 

Members were interested in quantifying the frequency of such occurrences, arid, although 
I did contact Director of Financial Aid Barbara Burnett at UAS, it does not appear that related 
statistics are available. Ms. Burnett arid I did discuss the implications of the provision and she 
shared the following advice: 

There are some scholarship/grant programs that say any aid awarded cannot 
exceed the cost of attendance (or the cost of tuition and/or some other budget 
item) - if the student got some of this money in addition to the GPS. then the other 
aid might have to be reduced if the total awards were greater than the cost of 
attendance. The Pel! grant is an entitlement, as is the UA Scholars - the student 
would get those no matter how much other aid slhe was awarded ... Need-based 
aid such as the SEOG would be reduced if the student got other aid in excess of 
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Representative Paul Seaton 
March 3, 2010 
Page-2-

the cost of attendance ... The University's need based grant is awarded using 
equity packaging rules - the student does not get it if they have other grants and 
scholarships in excess of the equity level we are using - receipt of the GPS could 
likely reduce or eliminate the student's eligibility for this grant. If the student got 
only entitlements and other non-restrictive scholarships, then slhe could get the 
excess fonds for personal use. 

Based on this additional information, I must maintain my concerns regarding the 
unintended consequences of the referenced amendment. There are outcomes that I fear would be 
detrimental to the program. One is that, because we expect to package GPS awards fairly early 
in the financial aid award process, prior to distribution of other non-loan aid, we would lose the 
ability for financial aid officials at the institution to distribute subsequently received aid because 
it would result in an over award situation. In short, GPS would be supplanting rather than 
supplementing otherwise available financial aid. Another is that it appears to preclude 
Commission staff from recovering funds erroneously disbursed, regardless ofthe amount and 
regardless ofthe error, unless it was the student's fault. 

I hope this information is helpful. Do not hesitate to contact me if there is other 
information I can provide. 

DB/dv 

S~;.~ 
Diane Barrans 
Executi ve Director 
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Alaska Department of Education & early Development 
Responses to questions provided by the Senate Education Committee 

1) What percentage of schools is currently unable to attain these academic standards? 

School Course Offerings Counts for Mathematics and Science 

Each number provided in the right column below is unique-total 339 schools considered as 
they have high school students enrolled. 

• Schools offering a least four courses each year 57 
• Schools offering at least four unique courses over two years 87 
• Correspondence or Alt school within district with other options 52 
• Low enrollment or less than current 38 

Required offerings (distant or correspondence likely necessary) 

• Offer less than four years of mathematics 33 

o 2 math courses 
o 3 math courses 

• Offer less than four years of science 
o 2 science courses 
o 3 science courses 

31 
41 

12 
21 

72 

Estimates based on data based on school staffing reports, school type, school grade 
configuration, enrollment counts, district web sites, district curriculum continuums 
provided to EED, district instructional audit. 

2) What is in place to help those schools? 

Distance delivered instruction has evolved dramatically in the last ten years as access to 
internet technology and bandwidth have increased. Traditional distance delivery, where a 
lone student struggles on his/her own to learn complicated concepts with a book and a 
distantly connected adult proctor, is very rare. Today, a number of innovative program 
options and strategies are used by districts and colleges in Alaska to provide quality core 
and elective coursework for students. Strategies may include: 

Learning Centers: Students using distance courses are commonly centralized into a learning 
center and actively supervised by a teacher who monitors course progress, learning focus, 
and technology utilization. Learning Center staff provides individual encouragement, 
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instructional assistance, and access to highly qualified teachers. Students are encouraged 
to work collaboratively and to assist one another. 

Access to Highly Qualified Teachers: Some districts contract with off-site, content teachers 
to provide remote assistance for students engaged in distance coursework. Students are 
encouraged to contact their assigned specialists as necessary. E-mail is usually the form of 
contact but voice contact is also common. 

Asynchronous Distance Learning: Coursework that allows students to engage in high 
school or college level learning activities at their own pace in any place that has internet 
connectivity. While the quality of distance delivery options may vary, significant progress 
has been made to design and develop quality distance coursework. Many real-time options 
are embedded into distance delivery including interactive e-mail or voice discussions with 
other students or instructors. Asynchronous distance learning is popular in Alaska because 
it does not require extensive bandwidth to operate. Colleges and universities around the 
country are using this technology to offer college courses. 

Synchronous Distance Learning: Synchronous learning connects teachers to students in 
real time through the use to internet-based, interactive video conferencing. Synchronous 
learning technology allows students from multiple sites to receive instruction directly from 
a teacher. Some districts are even using this technology to teach band. While synchronous 
delivery holds real promise, it is limited in use because it is a heavy user of bandwidth and 
sensitivefoirfclementweather-- --- --- --.--- -- -- ------- ------ - - ------

Alternative Education Programming: The sophistication of distance courseware has evolved 
to a point where many districts allow students in brick and mortar schools to select 
distance-learning courses as an alternative to classroom instruction. 

Districts that provide asynchronous learning courseware for their students have several 
options to select courseware: 

• District designed 
• State approved distance delivery schools 

• Commercial 
• College and University 
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A number of districts operate local distance programs as options for their home school and 

brick and mortar students. The following statewide programs assist students outside of 

their districts. 

, 
Chugach Schools Copper River Schools Craig City Schools 

I Chugach Extension COQQer River Corresl2ondence PACE Corres~ondence 
Corres~ondence Box 108 Box 800 

I 9312 Vanguard Dr Glennallen, AK 99588 I Craig, AK 99921 
Anchorage, AK 99507 Telephone: (907) 822-3234 Telephone: (907) 826-3274 
Telephone: (907) 522-7400 Fax: (907) 822-5933 I Fax: (907) 826-2974 
Fax: (907) 522-3399 Grades: KG - 12 Grades: KG - 12 
Grades: PK - 12 Ramona Hens~eter, Bill Taylor, Principal 
Annie Dougherty. Head Teacher Teacher I Advisor Jim Thomas, 
Bob Crumley. Superintendent I Michael Johnson, Superintendent Superintendent 

i---
r--' I 

-----' 
Delta-Greely Schools Denali Borough Schools Galena City Schools I 
Delta Cyber School Denali Peak Program 

I 
Ivanof Bay School I 

PO Box 369 

I 
PO Box 280 2157 VanHorn Rd 

I Delta Junction, AK 99737 Healy, AK 99743 Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Telephone: (907) 895-1043 I Telephone: (907) 683-7325 Telephone: (907) 374-2200 
Fax: (907) 895-5198 Fax: (907) 683-0329 Fax: (907) 374-2286 
Grades: KG - 12 Grades: KG - 12 Grades: PK - 12 

, Duncan Ware, Principal Jeni Mason, Principal Tim Cline, Director 
PJ Ford Slack, Superintendent Kim Langton, Superintendent I Jim Smith, Superintendent 

I i , 

I I Iditarod Area Schools Nenana City Schools Southeast Island Schools 
Distance Learnin2lCorres~. Ctr. CyberLynx Corres~ondence 

I 
SE Island Corres~ondence 

Box 772182 Program PO Box 19569 
Eagle River, AK 99577 PO Box 599 , Thorne Bay, AK 99919 
Telephone: (907) 694-6100 Nenana, AK 99760 I Telephone: (907) 828-8254 

, Fax: (907) 694-6105 Telephone: (907) 832-5423 I Fax: (907) 828-8257 
Grades: PK - 12 Fax: (907) 832-5468 Grades: PK - 12 
Joe Banghart. Superintendent Grades: PK - 12 Kathy Shirley. Teacher 

, Joe Banghart, Superintendent John Abrams, Principal lauren Burch, 
Eric Gebhart, Superintendent 

I 
Superintendent , -

I i 
, 

Yukon-Koyukuk Schools 
, Raven Corres~ondence School 

4762 Old Airport Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 

, Telephone: (907) 374-9401 
Fax: (907) 374-9440 

Grades: PK - 12 
Andrea Berg, Director I 
Kerrv Boyd, Superintendent 

I 
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3) If a school needs to offer a virtual curriculum to meet the standards, who pays for the 
upgrade? 

Districts that offer distance options are responsible for the cost of the program. A number 
of commercial vendors are available. The vast majority of districts, if not all, support some 
form of distance delivery for students. 

Parents in Alaska have the option of co-enrolling in both statewide correspondence 
programs and tradition brick and mortar schools. This arrangement generates a shared 
ADM between the statewide school and the local district. 

4) In some schools it takes five years to do a science program. If the student is pursuing 
classes full time, but unable to graduate in four years, due to no fault of the student, can 
it be extended? 

The GPS program provides eligibility for eight semesters over six years. 

If the question refers to graduation from high school, the GPS does not set a limit on how 
long it takes a student to graduate from high school. The six year program eligibility limit 
begins from the date of high school graduation. 

If the student is not able to complete the rigorous curriculum demanded by GPS, he or she 
ma{ apply foran- alternative pathway; Ifapproved~the'alternative pathway will·provide-an-­
alternative opportunity for the student to meet the GPS curricular requirements. 

Sec. 14.43.830. (b) The department shall establish a make-up procedure or alternative 
pathway for students who are not eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by 
alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that would make it unfair not 
to allow the student to make up the deficit. The department may not waive a requirement 
and shall require the student to achieve a result comparable to that required of other 
students. The decision of the department regarding a student's eligibility for alternative 
means is final. In determining circumstances in which the student may pursue alternative 
means, the department shall consider the fairness to students who have met the 
requirements and the need to promote the goals of the program. Attendance at a high 
school outside of the state is not a circumstance in which fairness requires that a student be 
allowed to pursue alternative means to qualify for a scholarship. 
Circumstances in which the department may allow a student to pursue alternative means to 
qualify for a scholarship include the following: 

(1) the required curriculum was not reasonably available to the student because the 
student attended a small and remote high school in the state; 

(2) the deficit was caused by rare and unusual circumstances outside the control of the 
student. 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development March 1, 2010 Page 4 



652 

The Commissioner will develop in conjunction with the State Board of Education, a process to 

consider requests for a make-up procedure or alternative pathway for students who are not 

eligible for a scholarship to make up a deficit by alternative means if the deficit was caused by 

circumstances that would make it unfair not to allow the student to make up the deficit. 

Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education require an opportunity for public 

hearings, comments and public discussions. 

5) Wyoming has an explicit phase in for current students. How would the department phase 
in the course requirements so that students already in high school could be eligible? 

The GPS has defined specific language in the Statute that allows the program standards 
(curriculum, standardized assessment, and G.P.A.) to be waived during a phase-in of the 
GPS requirements. The phase-in will take four years. 

The Alaska Board of Education will be responsible to develop the regulations that govern 
implementation and operation of the GPS, including the phase-in requirements. The State 
Board's regulatory process requires a period of public hearings and comment followed by 
majority vote to accept the regulations. The process is lengthy, thorough and public. 

6) Wyoming defines required courses, i.e., Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II. 

The intent of the GPS is to prepare students to engage successfully in college-level 
coursework. Following action by the State Board of Education, the department will publish 
a list of courses and content specifications that will meet the rigorous course requirements 
required by GPS. The following will provide a framework for the State Board to consider as 
content specifications are forged into regulations. 

• Successful completion of Advanced Placement courses and college courses will meet 
curricular requirements. 

• Students who meet the curriculum requirements for an Academic Scholarship also 
meet the requirements for a Career Tech Scholarship. 

• It is the intent of GPS that, beginning in their 6th grade year, each student be 
counseled annually concerning their course history, options for future course 
selections, and consequences attached to selecting course pathways. Students, 
parents and a school official will meet yearly to review the student's seven-year plan 
and to discuss opportunities for scholarships. 

• DRAFT Course list: The list of courses is not exhaustive. Alternative courses must be 
approved by EED. The course content specifications are more important than the 
course title. 

• EED will work closely with both school districts and the University of Alaska to 
ensure that the final course list is consistent with GPS goals. 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development March 1,2010 Page 5 



Sample GPS Course Ust 

Science (Four Years) 
Earth Science 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
'Physical Science 
Computer Science 
'Power Mechanics 
Marine Science 

-career Tech Approved 
Choose three from above plus one additional science 
course. 
Courses which districts intend to be used as the 
functional equivalent of the specified science 
courses, must be approved by EED. 

Social Studies 
World History 
+US History 
Sociology 

(Three Years) 

Math (Four Years) 
-Algebra I 
-Algebra II 
-Geometry 
Trigonometry & Analytic Geometry 
College Algebra 
Calculus 
'Business Math 
• Applied Math 
Statistics and Probability 

Choose one additional approved math course 
-career Tech Approved 
"'Recommended minimum math coursework to qualify. 
Courses which districts intend to be used as the functional 
equivalent of the specified math courses, including courses taken 
before grade nine used to satisfy the level of the requirement of 
Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry must be approved by £ED. 

Language Arts Standards (Four Years) 
Reading 
Writing 
Listening 

- -. - - - ._- Ps-ych-ology - - - --- - ---. ---- --- ------- -Speaking- -- - --.- -.----- -. --- ---
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Geography 
American Government 
Civics 
Economics 

Students must select four years of language arts at the college or 
industry preparatory level in grades 9 through 12, to lndude 
standards in Reading, Writing, Ustening, and Speaking. 

+Alaska History 
+One credit of US History and .S Credits of 
Alaska History is required under current law. 

7) Can private individuals make donations to the fund? 

Yes, 5B224 includes language that allows donations to the fund . 

• Sec. 7. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to read: 
Article SA. Governor's Performance Scholarship Fund. 

Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance scholarship fund established. (a) 
The governor's performance scholarship fund is established as a fund of 
the state. The fund consists of 

(1) appropriations to the fund; 
(2) donations to the fund; and 
(3) income earned on investments of fund assets. 
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8) Issue of first in, last out-would that make students hesitant to apply for other 
scholarships and grants, which would reduce the cost the following years if it was a 
multiyear grant? 

No. While it is difficult to predict applicant behavior psychology, the GPS, even with the 
needs-based assistance, will not provide 100% of the cost of attendance. Students should 
be encouraged by their parents and counselors to apply for the maximum awards possible. 
The need to fully inform parents and students is another reason why a multi-year college 
plan with annual reviews is important to the program's success. 

Students will apply because they will be required to complete the FAFSA which 
automatically puts them in the pool for federal aid and also because it is in their own best 
interest to since the needs based portion is limited to 50% of unmet need. The motivation 
there will be to get that unmet need amount as small as possible which will be mutually 
beneficial to the student and the state. They may not go to the trouble of applying for non­
federal or institutional aid but that will be to their own disadvantage. We will also make it 
perfectly clear that the state has no legal obligation to appropriate from one year to the 
next. 

9) Why the six year cap? can that be extended? If the students starts using the scholarship in 
their sixth year, then do they receive all eight semesters thereafter? 

The administration has several objectives in proposing this timeframe. First and foremost, 
in terms of ensuring student success, there is a growing body of research documenting that 
students who go directly to higher education are more likely to complete their higher 
education goals, and do so at less cost, than those who stop out or who attend over a 
longer period. In terms of managing and forecasting the state's potential financial 
obligations under the program, it establishes a terminal date after which the state no longer 
has an outstanding obligation to the individual. In terms of achieving measurable success 
for the state, a six-year limit ensures that the program comports with federal standards for 
reporting collegiate-level student success, defined as the percent of students completing a 
four-year degree within 150% ofthe normal period. It is important to note that the bill 
specifically excludes a period of military service from the six-year period, thereby extending 
the timeframe by that period. While most state merit programs require that otherwise 
eligible students begin their program of study within one year of high school graduation, in 
developing this proposal the administration sought a balance between the value of 
immediately continuing into postsecondary education and training and the tendency of 
young Alaskans to want to explore the world beyond our state's borders. 
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10) "meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a governor's 
performance scholarship." What does this mean. What are the other requirements? Who 
sets them? 

The phrase "meets other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a 
governor's performance scholarship." (Sec. 14.43.815 A4) refers to the programmatic 
standards for eligibility, G.P.A. requirements and qualifying scores on a'college entrance 
examination. 

11) " ... a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can regain eligibility;" 
What is that process? Who determines it? 

The criteria for losing eligibility will be set in regulation by the State Board of Education. 

The following criteria will be submitted to the State Board for regulatory consideration. 

Criteria for Losing Eligibility: A student will lose eligibility if/once the student: 

• does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation 
from high school. Military service may extend this timeline; 

• completes eight semesters of eligibility; 
• does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution; 
• does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a 

- - - -- - --- - - governor's'scholarship; - - -- -- -- --- --- ---- ----. _. -- -­

,/ has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements 
imposed under 50 U.S.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those 
requirements apply to the student; 

655 

,/ is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the 
federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this 
chapter; or 

,/ has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not 
qualified for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department. 

• does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) - completing a minimum 
number of credits relative to their enrollment status (at least 6 for half-time and at least 
12 for full-time). [ 

Students may regain eligibility by meeting this requirement for one subsequent semester 
during which they are not eligible to receive their GPS award. 

Student eligibility is certified by the institution disbursing the GPS funds received from 
ACPE. 
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12) Should requirement options be offered? Three years of math and two years of a foreign 

language, for instance. 

Section AS 14.43,810 (d) 
The program shall be administered to further the following goals: 
(1) increasing high school graduation rates in the state; 
(2) improving academic performance of students in grades kindergarten through 12 in the 

state; 
(3) improving preparedness of Alaska students for postsecondary education; 
(4) improving the quality of the educational programs offered by high schools in the state; 
(5) increasing the scores of high school students in the state on college entrance 

examinations; 
(6) increasing job training opportunities in the state; 
(7) improving the postsecondary academic achievement and graduation rates of students 

in the state 
(8) expanding the pool of high school students in the state who pursue postsecondary 

opportunities. 

Changes in the proposed curricular requirements should be carefully considered in light of the 
GPS goals. The inclusion of a two year foreign or Alaska Native language requirement with a 
commensurate reduction in the four-year requirement in Math and Science to three years 
meets the standards defined as a college prep program. However, four years of math and 
science are an even greater predictor of college success. Students interested in any degree 
program that requires strong proficiency in math and science will be well advised to take four 
years of math and science. 

13) What do you expect the ACT/SAT requirements to be? Why are they a part ofthis if the 
students are getting the grades? 

A standardized achievement test provides an opportunity to ensure that an applicant's 

G.P.A. is not the result of grade inflation and that the student's qualifying coursework was 

academically rigorous. For this purpose, the qualifying score will be of sufficient scale to 

validate G.P.A. and curricular rigor. Qualifying scores will be used to validate G.P.A. and 

curriculum rigor rather than representing a barrier to scholarship access. The State Board of 

Education will set the SAT/ACT standard. (The exact achievement will be approved by the 

State Board of Education). 

Students will have the option of using the ACT and SAT for Academic performance 

scholarships. Students who qualify for the Career and Technical scholarship may use the 

ACT, SAT or WorkKeys as the qualifying assessment. 
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Merit program without a standardized assessment have no external measure of a students' 

academic fitness for college. Research studies have established a clear link between 

ACT/SAT performance and a students' performance during their first year of college. If 

students enter college or the GPS program as a result of grade inflation or general 

coursework, the goals of the GPS will not be met. Students will continue to require both 

remedial education and increased academic failure. 

ACT has identified the minimum score needed on each ACT test to indicate a 50% chance of 

obtaining a B or higher or about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in the 

corresponding first-year college course. 

ACT Test 
English 
Math 
Reading 
Science 

ACT Benchmark Score 
18 
22 
21 
24 

College Course 
English Composition 
Algebra 
Social Sciences/Humanities 
Biology 

The ACTO test assesses high school students' general educational development and their 
ability to complete college-level work. 

The ACT is universally accepted for college admission. 

The ACT is curriculum-based. The ACT is not an aptitude or an IQ test. Instead, the questions 
on the ACT are directly related to what students have learned in high school courses in 
English, mathematics, and science. Because the ACT tests are based on what is taught in the 
high school curriculum, students are generally more comfortable with the ACT than they are 
with traditional aptitude tests or tests with narrower content. Colleges use the ACT and the 
SAT Reasoning Test because there are substantial differences in funding, curricula, grading, 
and difficulty among U.S. secondary schools due to American, local control, and the 
prevalence of private, distance, home schooled students and, most importantly, lack of 
rigorous college entrance examination system like those used in other countries. ACT/SAT 
scores are used to supplement the secondary school record and help admission officers put 
local data-such as course work, grades, and class rank-in a national perspective. 

14) Why does someone have to fill out a FAFSA form if they are not interested in getting any 
financial aid? 

FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, and it is a required application for 
students who want to apply for federal and state financial aid and college scholarships. 
Most public and private colleges require students who want to apply for any financial aid or 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development March 1,2010 Page 10 



658 

college scholarships to submit the FAFSA every year they are in college if they want to be 
considered for such awards. 

There are several reasons to require the FAFSA for the GPS program. They include: 

• The FAFSA is the most cost effective method to ensure that GPS funds are used for 
their intended purpose. The development of a form unique to the GPS would be 
expensive to develop and difficult to manage. ACPE already uses FAFSA data in aid 
administration. 

• The FAFSA has been redesigned to simplify the application process. 
• The University of Alaska uses data derived from the FAFSA to determine financial 

need. ACPE and UA staff also host annual FAFSA completion events to help families 
fill out the FAFSA. 

• The FAFSA provides statistical data that will help ensure that the GPS achieves the 
goals defined in legislation. The Legislature will use this data to determine if the GPA 
is meeting the goals outlined in the GPS legislation. 

15) Goals-do you really want intent language in the bill? Should that not be in an 
accompanying letter? 

It is important that the intent language remain in the legislation. The GPS is designed to: 

• inspire Alaska's youth to engage in a rigorous college curriculum; 
• invite youth to work to their full potential as learners; 
• demand that communities, school leaders, teachers and students work collegially to 

ensure that every child is provided an educational program that prepares him/her for 
college or tech school; and to 

• ensure that Alaska has a trained workforce necessary for Alaska's economy to thrive. 

The GPS intent language is a constant reminder that the GPS is much more than a 
scholarship program. 

16) Currently the language excluded anyone who graduates before June 30, 2010. What do 
we tell students who worked this year to earn this, but are not allowed to receive it? 

There is no answer to this question that will satisfy either the person asking the question or 
the one who answers. Every program has to have a beginning. While there may be options 
to reach back a year to the class of 2010, each will create a new challenge. If 2010 is 
included ... why not 2009, 2008 and so forth. 

The GPS is designed as a partnership between a student and the state. If the student 
engages in a rigorous curriculum, achieves a qualifying G.P.A. and SAT/ACT score, Alaska will 
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provide support for postsecondary education. The GPS is not a reward as much as it is a 
contractual invite for excellence. 

If members of the class of 2010 selected college/career tech classes based on the possibility 
of the GPS being funded, they are better prepared for college. No public statements have 
included the class of 2010 in the program. 

17) This is a complicated bill, with many different components. Is this too much to do in one 
year? 

Absolutely Not. Alaska does not have to reinvent the wheel. There are many examples of 
merit-based scholarship programs in the United States. Departmental staff and attorneys 
are already working on regulatory language necessary to implement the GPS for the Class of 
2011. The State School Board is prepared to consider and deliberate on these proposed 
regulations. 

The Alaska Department of Education, the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, 
the Department of Labor and Workforce Development and the University of Alaska are 
ready to move forward as soon as the GPS is approved by the Legislature and signed by the 
Governor. 

If enacted thousands of Alaska's youth in the Class of 2011 will be able to participate. 

18) Should the awards to career scholars be limited to $3,000? Why was that scholarship 
limited to $3,000 when the cost of attendance can be greater? 

The cost of attendance at Career and Technical schools varies considerably. The highest 
cost oftuition at AVTEC is $5,000 for the Licensed Practical Nurse program (176 training 
days) and $1,320 for the Certified Nurse Assistant (38 training days). The cost oftools for 
the Automotive Technology (197 training days) and the Diesel/Heavy Equipment (197 
training days) programs are both higher than the cost of tuition. The tuition for the majority 
of programs at AVTEC are below $3,000. 

Students who qualify for one of the performance scholarships may carry that award to an 
approved technical school program. This is significant in that the majority of the career and 
technical school programs in Alaska are offered by the University of Alaska. Students who 
earn a Career and Technical Scholarship may use it at the University of Alaska. 

The Unmet Financial need proposed by the GPS will assist those students who qualify for a 
Career and Technical Education GPS award and have unmet financial need. Unmet need 
includes the cost of room and board, tools and other costs of attendance. 
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AVTECTraining Dates 
Alaska Culinary Academy 

'Professional Cooking & Baking, 210 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/16/10, 08/16/10 to 06/30/11 

Alaska Maritime Training Center Courses 
'Marine License Preparation - Master Mate, 45 training days 

of the Engine Department (QMED) Oiler, 60 training days 
Offered 09/13/10 to 12/08/10 

Allied Health Department - Anchorage Training Facility 
• Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA), 38 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 02/26/10, 02/03/10 to 03/30/10, 03/08/10 to 04/28/10, 
04/05/10 to OS/27/10, 05/05/10 to 06/29/10, 06/07/10 to 08/03/10, 07/12/10 to 09/01/10 

-Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN), 176 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 to 11/18/10, 08/16/10 to 07/01/11 

Applied Technologies Department 
• Automotive Technology, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10,08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
'Combination Welding, 172 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/04/11 
-Diesel/Heavy Equipment Technologies, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 06/09/11 
-Industrial Electricity, 197 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 6/09/11 
-Pipe Welding, 75 training days 
Offered 01/19/10 to 05/05/10, 09/01/10 to 12/17/10 
-Power Plant Operation, 40 training days 
Offered 01/11/10 to 03/05/10, 03/17/10 to 05/11/10 
'Structural Welding, 97 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 to 06/11/10, 08/16/10 to 01/17/11 

Information Technology Department 
'Business & Office Technology, 183 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/19/11 
'Information Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
-Web Development Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 07/12/11 

Building Trades Technology 
'Facility Maintenance Construction Trades, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
-Plumbing & Heating, 102 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 to OS/28/10 
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AVTEC Training Cost • Costs Effective July 1, 2009 

Tools/ 
Books/ Supplies 

Student Meal Dorm Suppllesl Not sold 

TechnolollY Security Service Plan· Dormitory Security sold by by 

Program Tuition Feet Deposit Fee- Fees DeposltJ AVTEC AVTEC Total 

Qualified Member 
of the Engine 

$1,650 $150 
$50 

$75 
$1,573 

$1,820 $200 $155 $655 $6,328 
Department 
(QMEDIOiler 

Marine Ucense $1,086. 
Preparation ~ $1,650 $150 $50 $75 $1,260 $200 $302 N/A $4,773 

Master Mate 

Certified Nurse 
$1,320 N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A N/A $580 N/A $1,900 

Assistant 

Ucensed Practical 
$5,000 

Nurse 
$150 $50 N/A 

N/A 
N/A N/A $360 N/A $5,560 

Business & Office $2,750 $150 $50 $75 
$3,400 

$4,400 $200 $l,BOO N/A $12,825 
Technology 

Information $2,750 $150 $50 $75 
$3,400 

$4,400 $200 $2,600 
N/A $13,625 

Technology 

Web 
Development $2,750 $150 $50 N/A 

N/A 
N/A N/A $2,400 N/A $5,350 

Technology 

Professuma) $3,400 
----- _ Cooklng_ . __ . $2,750 __ $150 _ . . $50. $75 .. $1.400 . $2.00 .. _ ~1,42s... $.3.~_ $12,750 

~-~ ~-~--

& Baking 

Automotive $2,750 $150 $50 $75 
Technology 

$3,400 
$4,400 $200 $600 $3,600 $15,225 

OleseVHeavy $3,400 $4,400 
Equipment $2,750 $150 $50 $75 $200 $1,050 $3,700 $15,775 

Technologies 

Industrial $2,750 
ElectriCity 

$150 $50 $75 
$3,400 

$4,400 $200 $950 $2,300 $14,275 

Pipe Welding $1,650 $150 $50 $75 
$1,700 

$2,100 $200 $570 $700 $7,195 

Power Plant 
$1,320 

Operation 
$150 $50 $75 

$975 
$1,120 N/A N/A $420 $4,110 

Structural $2,200 $150 $50 $75 
$1,700 

$2,200 $200 $920 $600 $8,095 
Welding 

Combination $2,750 
Welding 

$150 $50 $75 
$3,400 

$4,400 $200 $1,500 $BOO $13,325 

Facility 
Maintenancel $2,750 $150 $50 $75 

$3,400 
$4,400 $200 $650 $2,000 $13,675 

Construction 
Trades 

Plumbing & 
$2,200 

Heating 
$150 $50 $75 

$1,700 
$2,200 $200 $236 $1,700 $8,511 
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19) Why is the time limit for career scholarships set for two years, while the time limit for the 
academic scholarships are semesters? 

The time limit was set to two years because almost all career and technical education 
programs are under two years in duration. 

Most career and technical education programs are not divided into semesters unless they 
are offered at a University or College. 

ACPE will ensure that the funds are available and disbursed for both semester and non­
semester programs. 

20) Are the scholarships be transferable between categories? Can a student use a top tier 
grant to attend a career school? 

Under the amended GPS bill before the House Education Committee, students who earn a 
performance scholarship may use it for a Career and Technical Education program. 

Students who achieve a career and technical education GPS award may not use it at the 
University unless they are engaged in a career and technical education program. 

21) The statue says the eligible career and technical schools are certified by DLWD each 
September. Would you use last year's list? By September a student would already be 
enrolled at a school. 

The certification by the Department of Labor and Workforce Development will be for the 
following year or semester of attendance. 

22) Is there any kind of financial cap for the needs based scholarship? The merit scholarship is 
capped at 2010-2011 tuition rates. (Currently the Alaska Scholars program, capped at 
1998 levels, promises a full tuition, but only pays $27S0 of tuition.) 

There is no total dollar cap for needs-based under the amended GPS program amendment 

approved by the House Education Committee other than the amount may not exceed 50% 

of unmet need as calculated based upon the standard cost of attendance at UA. 
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Governor's Performance Scholarship Aid by Family Income 

Assumes: Minimal net assets 

Family size of four/one in college 

Dependent student, attending full-time and residing on campus 

Cost of attendance is averaged between UAAjUAF for 2009-10 year 

A-level GPS Award 

Family income $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 
Cost of Attendance $18,500 $18,500 $18,500 
Less Pell Grant -$5,550 -$0 -$0 
Remaining Costs $12,950 $18,500 $18,500 
Less GPS -$4,775 -$4,775 -$4,775 
Remaining Costs $8,175 $13,725 $13,725 

$100,000 
$18,500 

-$0 
$18,500 
-$4,775 
$13,725 

. tess-EFC . - --- - - ----$2;000- -- - --$6,772 - -- -- --- --$14,157- - - --$15,401 
Unmet Need $6,175 $6,953 $0 $0 
Less Needs GPS @ 

50% -$3,088 -$3,476 $0 $0 
Remaining Costs $3,088 $3,477 $0 $0 

Total State Aid $7,862 $8,251 $4,775 $4,775 

Total Student & 
Family Paid $5,087 $10,249 $13,725 $15,401 

Note: Actual results will vary based on family size, net assets, enrollment level, eligibility for 

additional non-loan aid, dependency status of student and whether the student resides: at 

home, on campus, or off campus but independent from parental household. 

Provided by Diane Barrans February 25, 2010 
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Governor's Performance Scholarship Aid by Family Income 

Assumes: Minimal net assets 

Family size of four/one in college 

Dependent student, attending full-time and residing on campus 

Cost of attendance is averaged between UAA/UAF for 2009-10 year 

B-Ievel GPS Award 

Family income $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 
Cost of Attendance $18,500 $18,500 $18,500 
less Pell Grant -$5,550 -$0 -$0 
Remaining Costs $12,950 $18,500 $18,500 
less GPS -$3,566 -$3,566 -$3,566 
Remaining Costs $9,384 $14,934 $14,934 
less EFC -$2,000 -$6,772 -$14,157 

Unmet Need $7,384 $8,212 $777 
less Needs GPS @ 

50% -$3,692 -$4,106 -$388 
Remaining Costs $3,692 $4,106 $389 

Total State Aid $7,258 $7,672 $3,954 

Total Student & 
Family Paid $5,692 $10,878 $14,546 

$100,000 
$18,500 

-$0 
$18,500 
-$3,566 
$14,934 

-$15,401 
$0 

$0 
$0 

$3,566 

$15,401 

Note: Actual results will vary based on family size, net assets, enrollment level, eligibility for 

additional non-loan aid, dependency status of student and whether the student resides: at 

home, on campus, or off campus but independent from parental household. 

Provided by Diane Barrans February 25, 2010 
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-- -- - ~~~~~~~~----------~~~~-~~----

Governor's Performance Scholarship Aid by Family Income 

Assumes: Minimal net assets 

Family size offour/one in college 

Dependent student, attending full-time and residing on campus 

Cost of attendance is averaged between UAA!UAF for 2009-10 year 

C-Ievel GPS Award 

Family income $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 
Cost of Attendance $18,500 $18,500 $18,500 

Less Pell Grant -$5,550 -$0 -$0 
Remaining Costs $12,950 $18,500 $18,500 
Less GPS -$2,378 -$2,378 -$2,378 

Remaining Costs $10,572 $16,122 $16,122 

Less EFC -$2,000 -$6,772 -$14,157 

Unmet Need $8,572 $9,350 $1,965 
Less Needs GPS @ 

- --

50% -$4,286 -$4,675 -$982 
Remaining Costs $4,286 $4,675 $983 

Total State Aid $6,664 $7,053 $3,360 

Total Student & 
Family Paid $6,286 $11,447 $15,140 

$100,000 
$18,500 

-$0 

$18,500 
-$2,378 

$16,122 
-$15,401 

$721 
- - -

-$360 
$361 

$2,738 

$15,762 

Note: Actual results will vary based on family size, net assets, enrollment level, eligibility for 

additional non-loan aid, dependency status of student and whether the student resides: at 

home, on campus, or off campus but independent from parental household. 

Provided by Diane Barrans February 25, 2010 
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23) Does the whole needs based part of it muddy the waters? Should we not just push the 
merit part, and work on a needs based bill later? 

The core of the GPS program is the demand for excellence or merit from students. 
Discussions in the House and Senate Education Committees evidence that a needs-based 
component is an important addition to the program. 

A provision for need following the achievement of GPS performance standards preserves 
the integrity of the program as a vehicle to meet the goals delineated in the GPS Legislation. 

24) What is the financial cost of the needs based amendment as proposed by the 
administration? 

The inclusion of a needs-based addition to the GPS program will increase the costs of the 
program. EED Finance Director Eddy Jeans is working on those projections based on the 
current college-going patterns in Alaska. It is important to note that to the extent the 
program is successful in encouraging more low-income students into postsecondary 
education than have historically participated beyond high school, this successful outcome 
will increase programs costs. 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development March 1, 2010 Page 19 



WorkKeys • 

• The Work Keys system provides employers, schools, students, and community organizations 
with a common language for building a higher-skilled, higher-paid workforce. 
Using Work Keys ... 

o Employers can identify and develop workers for a wide range of skilled jobs, both 
professional and technical 

o Students and workers can document and advance their employability skills 
o Educators can tailor instructional programs to help students acquire the skills employers 

need. 
The WorkKeys system uses job profiling combined with Work Keys assessments, instructional 
guidance, and reporting to help students and workers identify their strengths and weaknesses 
as they pursue their education and career goals. This enables them to make appropriate 
decisions about jobs. 

What skills does WorkKeys measure? 
WorkKeys assessments measure nine foundational workplace skills: 

o Applied Mathematics 0 Observation 
o Applied Technology 0 Reading for Information 
o Business Writing 0 Teamwork 
o Listening 0 Writing 

-- --- --. - - ____ 0 __ Locating.lnformation __ . _______________________________________ _ 
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Work Keys also measures personal skills: 
o Performance - a job applicant's tendency toward unsafe behaviors and attitudes 

toward work 

o Talent - characteristics such as dependability, assertiveness, and emotional stability 

o Fit - the interests and values that determine the fit between a candidate and 
occupations in an organization 

What kinds of jobs are profiled? 
WorkKeys is used for white-collar professional jobs as well as jobs on the shop floor. 

More than 15,000 unique job titles, ranging from accountant to automotive technician and 
from welder to webmaster, have been profiled. 

WorkKeys is also the foundation of the ACT National Career Readiness Certificate, a nationally 
recognized credential for job seekers. 

What companies are using WorkKeys? 
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Thousands of companies across the United States and worldwide have experienced the benefits 
of Work Keys in a broad range of high technology, manufacturing, service, and retail 
environments. WorkKeys has been used in virtually every industry. 
Review these examples of Work Keys case studies to see how companies have used WorkKeys. 

What benefits have companies that use Work Keys experienced? 
Companies that use the WorkKeys system to assess their incoming and current workforce 
typically achieve substantial benefits, including: 

• Improved employee selection and advancement procedures 

• Reduced overtime 
• Reduced turnover 
• Increased productivity 
• Fewer legal challenges over hiring processes 
• Higher employee morale 

For specific examples, see Work Keys case studies. 

Why should students, parents, and educators care about these tests? 
All students enter the workforce eventually-whether they get a job right out of high school, 
work part-time while continuing their education, or go through extensive postsecondary 
training. 

WorkKeys stresses skills development important for virtually every type of employment. In fact, 
the fastest growing segments of the Work Keys job analyses are being done for professional, 
technical, and managerial jobs that require at least a bachelor's degree. 
The abilities to learn,listen, communicate, work in teams, and solve problems-all areas 
addressed by WorkKeys-are important assets for any employee, regardless of career choice. 
They are also extremely important in today's higher education. (ACT.org) 
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Responses to Rep. Gardner's GPS Questions from 3/9/10 

Submitted by EED 3/9/10 

1. Page 9, Lines 16-21: Alaska graduates who graduate from out of state: I think we need 

to limit this to students who completed at least 2 years of high school in Alaska. 

Outside of the AS 01.10.055 residency requirements will be set forth in regulation. 

2. Page 9, Lines 27-28: Meets other minimum qualifications: What does this mean? 

Page 9, Line 27. Meets other minimum qualifications to apply: G.P.A, Rigorous Curriculum 

and Standardized Assessment Score 

Page 9, Line27. "or continue to be eligible ... " Students must meet requirements for 

continued eligibility. (G.P.A. and/or Academic Progress) The Commission anticipates its 
, 

regulations will align with other financial aid programs' standard for a student to be in good 

academic standing. 

3. Page 10: Eligibility for academic scholarship: I believe we discussed the possibility of a 

student who graduates in May while lacking one or more of the GPS required classes 

and wants to take meet the qualifications by taking summer classes. Is this possible 

under the language of Sec 14.43.820? 

Yes, it is covered in Sec. 14.43.830 under the alternative pathway. Otherwise students need 

to get busy in high school. 

4. Page 11, Line 7: a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can regain 

eligibility: Please explain what this means. 

A student will lose eligibility if the student: 

• does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation 
from high school. Military service may extend this timeline; 

• completes eight semesters of eligibility; 
• does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution; 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development 
March 9, 2010 

Responses to Rep. Gardners GPS Questions 

Page 1 



670 

• does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a 
governor's scholarship; 

'" has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements 
imposed under 50 U.S.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those 
requirements apply to the student; 

'" is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the 
federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this 
chapter; or 

'" has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not 
qualified for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department. 

• does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular 
semester (fall and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not 
required to maintain SAP. 

• does not maintain a 2.5 minimum GPA. 

Students may regain eligibility following the completion of at least one full-time semester 
(without GPS) that meets the eligibility requirement and if they otherwise meet the good 
academic standing requirements. 

5. Page 12, Line 22-24: $3,000 per school year for career and technical scholarship: 

I'd like more discussion about how this figure was selected, and what it means to students 

in terms of the likely costs of their continuing education. 

It was considered a reasonable amount for C+ achievers. The CS for HB297 allows for A 

students and B students to use the academic scholarship at a career and technical school if 

they choose. 

6. Page 12, Line 30-31: .... scholarship terminates ..... unless the student qualifies for an 

extension: Under what circumstances might a student qualify for an extension? 

Military service. 

7. Page 16, Line 10: Scholarship awards given to institution: Does this mean that ifthe 

award is granted to a student in error, and given to the institution, the student has to pay it 

back? 

This language is intended to indicate that the awards will be disbursed via the institution 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development 
March 9, 2010 
Responses to Rep. Gardner's GPS Questions 

Page 2 



671 

On behalf of the student. It is the standard procedure to disburse all aid via the institution. 

The institution is then responsible for verifying that the student is enrolled in the proper 

number of courses, is also enrolled in a certificate or degree program, is in academic good 

standing and is otherwise eligible for the aid. The referenced line is in subsection (b) and 

only indirectly relates to subsection (c) which clarifies that students have to return award 

amounts that were awarded in error. 

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development 
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1. Sec 1 

Responses to Rep. Seaton's Questions on GPS from 3/7/10 
Submitted by EED on 3/9/10 

"School Districts to determine eligibility" - How does this work with "Page 9" qualifications 
some of which are not under the purview of a school district [i.e. they have GPAs but may 
not the college entrance exams etc]; and more especially "Page 10, Line 9" seems to be 
eligibility determined by the 'Commission'. 

The school district will certify the edibility of students enrolled in the district. The school 
district has direct access to a student's coursework and grades/standards. Standardized 
test scores are sent directly to the student's high school or to colleges. The student will be 
required to direct scores to the high school for purposes of scholarship edibility. 

Page 10, Line 8. Sec. 14.43.820. "Eligibility for an academic schalarship. (a) Subject ta 
appropriation, the commissian shall award a merit-based academic schalarship to an 
applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program." 

The school district certifies eligibility; the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 
awards the merit-scholarship. 

2. Page 16 line 7- 8 
"Commissian shall establish applicatian procedures." This may all work but I would like to 
see a flow chart to be sure we are not establishing conflicting authorities and everyone is 
clear who does what in the program. 

Page 8, Line 8. The Department will be responsible for developing programmatic standards 

" 

Page 8, Line 13. "The respective agencies shall adopt necessary regulations under AS 44.62 
relating to the programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility 
only by giving advance public notice",," 

Page 8, Line 9. "The Commission shall administer the daily operations of the program and 
financing of the program, including the procedures for applying for the scholarships, 
establishing standards for and ensuring continuing compliance with programmatic 
standards, and requiring students to apply for other non loan financial aid, consistent with 
federal law." 

3. Page 9 line 19-21 
Does this mean - left Alaska as a High School student or any aged student for any number or 
years as long as parent is on allowable absence? Military, does this mean a student retains 
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for 20+ year career then 6 year to use after retirement? This seems to be creating an 
indeterminate unfunded liability especially in the new age of a service person being to give 
their VA education benefit to another family member then utilizing GPS. Is this intended in 
the bill? Perhaps allowing a specific 2 years additional qualification period is more definable 
for the fiscal note. There should probably be a qualification of extension that the member 
maintained their Alaska residency. 

Page 9, Line 21. The custodial parent must be an Alaska resident. 

Page 9, Line 18. "for purposes of this subparagraph, allowable circumstances include a 
circumstance in which a high school student who is an Alaska resident left the state because 
of the military service of the student's custodial parent who is on Alaska reSident;" 

4. Similarly on Page 9, Line 24 
After school add" if the student maintains Alaska residency" 

The Department will define this in Regulation. There probably should be a limit for the 
State Board to consider. 

5. Page 9, Lines 27 -28 
What does this mean or continue to be eligible for GPS ?? if did not meet other minimum 
requirements??? 

Page 9, Line 27. Meets other minimum qualifications to apply: G.P.A, Rigorous Curriculum 
and Standardized Assessment Score 

Page 9, Line27. "or continue to be eligible ... " Students must meet requirements for 
continued eligibility. (G.P.A. and/or Academic Progress) The Commission anticipates its 
regulations will align with other financial aid programs' standard for a student to be in good 
academic standing. 

6. Page 10, Line 20 and Page 11, Line 26 
I thought the testimony was that all GPA was on 4 point scale but we have definition of GPA 
on page 17 of 4 point and S point for AP scale?? We need to clarify on record with the 
Commissioner and keep or adjust based on committee policy decision. 

5.0 scale reference should be removed. 

7. Page 10, Line 28 
Does this give flexibility for Accuplacer exam that UA rural campuses use or is it just ACT or 
SAT scores that are privately or publically paid for? 
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The State Board will select the exam. The ACT and SAT are used by most state merit aid 
programs. While some states do pay for exams on a statewide level, this bill does not 
propose that Alaska do so. Students are expected to pay for this exam. In the case of the 
ACT exam, the testing company (College Board) does provide some fee waivers based on 
students' low-income status. 

SAT $45; ACT $32; ACT Plus Writing $47 
Both exams provide a fee waiver for students who cannot pay the registration fee. 

The Accuplacer is designed to help students identify their academic strengths and needs to 
assist in planning an appropriate schedule of coursework. 

ACCUPLACER was developed, standardized, and validated by the College Board, a division of 
the Educational Testing Service (which also administers the SATs, GREs, and TOEFL tests). 
ACCUPLACER assesses students' skill levels in English and mathematics to help determine 
which courses they should start -- where they have the greatest chance of success. 

8. Page 11, Line 7 (6) and Page 12 Lines 8-9 (5) 
What is this and what are limits? Is this getting eligibility after failing to have good enough 
GPA or core classes or is it reestablishing residency or??? It is not the rural school 
unavailability of classes as that is in (7) and we were NOT going to have waivers of criteria. 

A student will lose eligibility if the student: 
• does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation 

from high school. Military service may extend this timeline; 

• completes eight semesters of eligibility; 
• does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution; 
• does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a 

governor's scholarship; 
,/ has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements 

imposed under 50 U.S.c. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those 
requirements apply to the student; 

,/ is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the 
federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this 
chapter; or 

,/ has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not 
qualified for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department. 

• does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular 
semester (fall and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not 
required to maintain SAP. 

• does not maintain a 2.5 minimum GPA. 
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Students may regain eligibility following the completion of at least one full-time semester 
(without GPS) that meets the eligibility requirement and if they otherwise meet the good 
academic standing requirements. 

9. Page 12, Line 16 
What does this mean in the Maximum Awards section? "and require very high academic 
achievement ... " similarly line 17 "and require high academic achievement ... " and on pg 12 
line 18 "and require moderate academic achievement ... " These seem to be qualification 
references stuck to the awards or are they referring to some postsecondary GPA attainment 
which has not previously been examined?? Is there a reason to mix the programmatic 
standards, eligibility and the award level sections?? 

The comments "very high", "high" and "moderate" are editorial references to the merit 
academic tiers for initial GPS eligibility. 

10. Page 12, Line 29 
Define how pro rata works. Is between half time and full time ]I, the award or does it start 
at ]I, then go up proportionately by every credit to full award at minimum full time status? 

What is the definition of a part-time student? 

• For the purposes of this program part-time students will have to be at least half­

time to qualify. This means they carry between 6 and 11 credits during a 

semester. Full-time students carry 12 or more credits per semester. 

• Students who attend less than full-time still use up a semester of eligibility. 

• Students who attend during a summer session use up a semester of eligibility. 

• Subject to the half-time cap noted below, students will be awarded scholarship 

funds based on their cost of attendance for between 6 and 11 credits. 

• The maximum merit award a half-time student can qualify for will be 50% of the 

maximum applicable to their tier. 

11. Page 13, Line 2 
What do lines 2-7 mean more than the citation AS 14.43.815(a) (3) already encompasses. 
Lines 7-8 seem to be the only needed new part. 

Lines 2-7 allows a merit-based academic scholarship to be used in a manner similar to a 
career and technical scholarship. 

12. Page 15 lines 3-4 
Did we get a firm decision as to whether or not this provision is applying to alternative 
testing methods or accommodations for special needs students? 
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No it is not. Special needs students are already provided accommodations based on the IEP. 

13. Page 15-16 
Does this definition of "physically located in the state" have any consequences for High 
School District collaboration with outside administered virtual curriculums? I realize that it 
is for postsecondary institutions but I want to be sure we do not draw any unintended 
consequences for curriculum being offered by high schools for core curriculum or dual credit 
courses. We need clarification on the record. 

No. 

14. Page 16 line 10 
This says that the money goes to the institution but we had testimony that in some cases it 
could go directly to students to cover off campus room and board etc. Do we need to 
change language to allow what Diane Barons said would take place or will such be prevented 
by this statutory language? 

This language is intended to indicate that the awards will be disbursed via the institution on 
behalf of the student. It is the standard procedure to disburse all aid via the institution. The 
institution is then responsible for verifying that the student is enrolled in the proper number 
of courses, is also enrolled in a certificate or degree program, is in academic good standing 
and is otherwise eligible for the aid. The referenced line is in subsection (b) and only 
indirectly relates to subsection (c) which clarifies that students have to return award 
amounts that were awarded in error. 

15. Page 17 
Should the report include the number of scholarships used at each institution? 

Yes. This information will be included as regulations are developed. 
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Responses to Questions from (H) EDC Members from 2/12/2010 Hearing 

Submitted by EED 

1. Rep. Seaton indicated that he would like additional information regarding home schooled 

students. 

Response: 

• Home school students who are not affiliated with a state sponsored program must: 

a. Meet all Alaska graduation credit requirements 

b. Successfully complete the GPS curriculum requirements 

c. Achieve the GPS eligibility score on the ACf/SAT 

d. Achieve the GPS GPA eligibility score. 

• Home School students affiliated with a district sponsored distance program must: 

a. Meet all graduation requirements for the State of Alaska and the sponsoring district 

b. Successfully complete the GPS curriculum requirements 

c. Achieve the GPS eligibility score on the ACT/SAT 

d. Achieve the GPS GPA eligibility score. 

• Homes school students must meet the same criteria used for high school students. 

• All transcripts should include 9th to 12th grade courses, and the time frame of each course 
(academic year and semester). In addition, an assessment of performance (letter grade, 
percentage, standards rubric, etc.) is required. 

• Home schooled graduates must meet and apply for the award and enroll at an eligible 
college prior to age 19. 

• The Department of Education and Early Development will act as the certification office for 
non-affiliated home school students. 
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Z. REPRESENTATIVE MUNOZ requested an analysis of the scoring matrix for SAT/ACT and how 

they compare to requirements of schools across the nation. She indicated that the samples 

indicated appeared high. What type of score is a competitive school in the Lower 48 in terms 

of average admission? 

Response: 

About 1.48 million of the 3.3 million members of the high school class of 2009 took the ACT, typically in 

their junior year. 

Scoring matrix for SAT/ACT and how they compare to requirements of schools across the nation. 

The ACT· test assesses high school students' general educational development and their ability to 

complete college·level work. 

• The multiple·choice tests cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science. 
• The Writing Test, which is optional, measures skill in planning and writing a short essay. 
• To develop the test, ACT incorporates the objectives for instruction for middle and high schools 

throughout the United States, reviews approved textbooks for subjects taught in Grades 7-12, 
and surveys educators on which knowledge skills are relevant to success in postsecondarv 
education. ACT publishes a technical manual that summarizes studies conducted of its validity in 

predicting freshman GPA, equating different high school GPAs, and measuring educational 

achievement.1ID 

• Colleges use the ACT and the SAT Reasoning Test because there are substantial differences in 
funding, curricula, grading, and difficulty among U.S. secondarv schools due to American, local 

- - - control,-anifthe -prev-ale-n-ce of private, distance,-tiome schoolea stuaents and;-mosfimp-oi'iantlY;- - - -- - -

lack of rigorous college entrance examination system like those used in other countries. 

ACT/SAT scores are used to supplement the secondary school record and help admission officers 
put local data-such as course work, grades, and class rank-in a national perspective. 

• Most colleges use ACT scores as only one factor in their admission process. 

ACT has identified the minimum score needed on each ACT test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a 
B or higher or about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding first-year college 

course. 

ACT Test 
English 

Math 

Reading 
Science 

ACT Benchmark Score 

18 
22 
21 
24 

College Course 
English Composition 

Algebra 
Social Sciences/Humanities 

Biology 
ACTstudent.org 

State By State report of ACT performance 

The chart below summarizes each section and the average test score based on graduating high school 

seniors in 2009. 
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State 

National 45 21.1 20.6 21.0 21.4 20.9 

76 20.3 20.5 19.5 20.7 20.1 

Alaska 29 21.0 20.1 21.1 21.7 20.7 

---,- - ~-- ---- - ... -,_. --'-,~'----, 
i 15 21.9 21.3 22.1 

;l 
--'.~-.--.--- ' .•. -

Arkansas 73 20.6 20.6 20.1 

-------~-;\"'~---.--"~,.-"'" .. - - ----_.," 
19 22.2 21.8 22.8 

i ___ jL-__ ~_~ _____ • ___ 

Colorado 100 20.8 20.1 20.5 

- '. ,--,---- _. 
23.5 23.6 23.5 

"-------,-',, 
Delaware 11 22.6 22.2 22.5 

I 

I 
- --~--

30 19.4 19.1 19.5 

I 
-, .. _---,--

IFlorida 62 19.5 18.7 19.7 

-,-¥_"--- '-
40 20.6 20.1 20.6 

-----_._.'--------",- __ 1. 
.'"" ".,~~--, 

22 21.5 20.9 22.1 

-----,-.-
58 21.6 20.9 21.3 

97 20.8 20.5 20.7 

.--~ ._-,.,.",.,. -.--... --~"--
24 22.2 21.6 22.4 

59 22.4 21.9 21.9 

--~ -c.--- --- '-~, ,--------' --. 
74 21.9 21.4 21.7 

, ---_._-- -i'- _. -- --- --'.-
I Kentucky 100 19.4 18.8 19.0 

.. . _ ..•. ----,-
89 20.1 20.3 19.6 

--_., - ... .. _.-
Maine 9 23.1 23.0 23.0 

17 22.1 21.9 22.1 
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22.4 21.3 

21.0 20.2 

-----~--

22.4 21.4 

".- -. __ . ---- ~ -

21.1 20.8 

.--- .-
22.6 

23.1 22.0 

'~-"~'~'-'-""-'-

19.7 18.6 

20.2 19.0 

T--,'--- --.-
20.9 20.3 

-~-, ... - _.--
21.4 21.0 

22.3 

_.' _ •. > 
20.8 20.7 

22.6 21.6 

22.9 22.4 

- --_. ,,-----_. --- --
22.4 21.8 

-.~-, --~--- ---
19.8 19.7 

--~-.--- -', 

20.2 20.0 

23.6 22.3 

22.5 21.5 
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Massachusetts 18 23.9 23.9 24.3 24.3 22.8 

- . - · - .. 
Michigan 100 19.6 18.6 19.6 19.6 20.1 

.- - " - · .. . - .. - . 

Minnesota 68 22.7 22.0 22.7 23.1 22.6 

MississiQQi 93 18.9 19.1 18.3 19.0 18.7 

.. -
Missouri 67 21.6 21.5 20.9 22.1 21.5 

- . 
Montana 54 22.0 21.2 21.7 22.7 21.7 

~-~- - - ----- . . ... . _. - . - .. 

Nebraska 72 22.1 21.9 21.8 22.5 22.0 

- - . . - . - - - - --- .. -- ~- ." <--_. . .... - - -- . ----~ -
Nevada 30 21.5 20.9 21.4 22.0 21.0 

-- -- -- ~- -- -- .. -- . _. ._. - _0_- .. .. - - -
New Hamgshire 15 23.5 23.3 23.4 24.1 22.6 

.. - _ .. .. -
New Jerse~ 16 23.1 22.9 23.5 23.2 22.1 

. ---" - -._---- '--' ," . · .. - . - ."-- .. 
INew Mexico 65 20.0 19.3 19.6 20.7 20.0 

I I" 
23.1 22.5 23.4 23.3 22.7 iiNewYork 25 

I 

i 
- . .. - .. - _ .. .. . . 

North Carolina 15 21.6 20.9 22.0 21.9 21.1 

.. I 'North Dakota 78 21.5 20.7 21.5 21.8 21.6 
_._----- - -.- - . - . -li-- -_. -- ,- ,-,- --'-'- - - . . -~--",,' 

. _-_ .. .. - -.,. - - .. ·1 - . - -- --- - ---- - -
- .. --- . ,,----. --

Ohio 64 21.7 21.1 21.4 22.2 21.7 

. _-- --- .... --- ---,._." ." .. _._ <0--- '" ---_._-,. -- - ---"----_ .. ",", ,,----- .. --_. 
Oklahoma 71 20.7 20.5 19.9 21.4 20.5 

... 
Oregon 33 21.4 20.5 21.5 21.9 21.1 

--- - - -.---,--- .. . -. .. .. . _-. - . -' .- --'.---- .. 

Pennsylvania 14 22.1 21.7 22.2 22.4 21.5 

. _----- .. -- .. '--" .. --. _. -_. .. . - - ,- . _.\ - - .. _. . - -- -- ... 

Rhode Island 10 22.8 23.0 22.5 23.4 21.8 

. - ---- .. .. .. .. . .. --,. " 
.. 

'South Carolina 50 19.8 19.2 20.0 19.9 19.8 

i: - --.-'" .. ... _- . , 
South Dakota 74 22.0 21.2 21.8 22.3 22.0 

.. .-

Tennessee 92 20.6 20.7 19.8 21.0 20.4 

.. 
! Texas 30 20.8 19.9 21.3 20.9 20.6 

-
Utah 68 21.8 21.4 21.1 22.6 21.6 
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I,vermont 24 23.1 22.9 22.9 23.7 

-.<------- . 
I,Virginia 20 21.9 21.7 21.8 22.3 
, , - ----" -~~--"-

Washington 18 22.8 22.4 22.9 23.5 

I~est vi'~gi-~ia 
-~ .- -- --

62 20.7 20.8 19.6 21.4 

.. 
Wisconsin 67 22.3 21.7 22.2 22.6 

-~---.-- --,----- .-~ -- -----.". ---
!'Wvoming 99 20.0 18.9 19.8 20.4 

l ----:::~. ~----" 

~otals for graduating seniors were obtained from Knocking at the College 

Door~March 2008, Prajections of High School Graduates by State and 

Race/Ethnicity, 1992-2022, © March 2008 by the Western Interstate 

Commission for Higher Education. 

Alaska SAT/ACf Scores 

22.5 

21.4 

22.1 

20.5 

22.3 

20.2 

SAT / ACf scores are not required for associate or certificate admission at any UA campus. 

SAT/ACf are not required for admission to UAA and UAS for baccalaureate admission. 

UAF uses a more competitive admission standard for their baccalaureate programs. At UAF, ACT or 

SAT scores can be used in lieu of minimum HS GPA. 

At UAF: 

• 72% of students, who submit ACf scores, possess composite scores of 18 (or higher). 

• 85% of students, who submit SAT scores, possess composite scores of 400 or higher. 

The average GPA for entering freshman at UAF is 3.15. 

SAT scores for Alaska: for the year 2009 (includes graduating seniors in the class of 2009): 3589 

Alaskan high school students took and received scores on the SAT. The average scores were: 

• Critical Reading: 520 

• Math: 516 

• Writing: 492 

For the same year for all test takers: over 1.S million test takers. The average scores were: 

• Critical Reading: 501 

• Math: SlS 

• Writing: 493 
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Alaska 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks Admissions Requirements 

Baccalaureate Degree 
• Must have a high school diploma, AND 
• Pass the 16-credit high school core curriculum with a GPA of at least 2.5, AND 
• Submit results of the ACT Plus Writing {preferred} or SAT exam taken within the last two years, 

AND 
Have a high school GPA of at least 3.0, OR 
Have a high school GPA of at least 2.5 and ACT Plus Writing score of at least 18 or SAT score of 
at least 1290 {including writing skills section}. 

• Freshman and transfer applicants with fewer than 30 semester credit hours must submit the 
results of either the ACT Plus Writing {preferred} or the SAT examination. Test results must be 
less than two years old. These test scores are used to help place the student in English, 
mathematics and other first-year courses. 

Certificate or Associate Degree 
• Must have a high school diploma, or GED 
• Students with fewer than 30 transferable semester hours, who will take English or mathematics 

course work must submit results of the ACCUPLACER test. Alternatively, SAT or ACT Plus Writing 
test results are accepted. 

Distribution of high school units required and/or recommended' 

Units Required Units Recommended 
. - -·English - - .­

Mathematics 

Science 

---4 - NjA·--- ------.--

Lab 

Foreign language 

Social studies 

History 

Academic electives 

3 

3 

1 

N/A 

3 

N/A 

3 

Total academic units 16 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

2 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

• Top 10 percent of high school class: 15% 
• Top 25 percent of high school class: 35% 
• Top 50 percent of high school class: 64% 
• First-year students submitting high school class standing: 57% 

• Average high school GPA: 3.2 
• First-year students submitting GPA: 70% 
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• First-year students submitting SAT scores: 52% 
SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 

Critical Reading: 450 - 600 
Math: 450 - 590 
Combined: 900 -1190 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-8004.0% 2.8% 

600-699 24.5% 19.8% 

500-599 33.5% 36.6% 

400-499 26.4% 30.1% 

300-399 9.9% 10.0% 

200-299 1.6% 0.7% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 33% 
ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 

English: 16 - 24 
Math: 17-25 
Composite: 18 - 25 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 2.4% 4.1% 4.4% 

24-29 32.7% 25.1% 29.8% 

18-23 41.2% 40.0% 37.0% 

12-17 22.8% 25.8% 28.8% 

6-11 1.0% 5.1% N/A 

Below 6 N/A N/A N/A 

University of Alaska, Anchorage Admissions Requirements 

Admission Requirements Baccalaureate Degree 

Qualifications (one of the following) 
• Graduation from high school with GPA of at least 2.5 and completion of either SAT, ACT or a 

UAA-approved test (high school graduates with GPAs between 2.0 and 2.49 will be admitted on 
probation); or 

• Successful completion of the GED, and completion of either SAT, ACT or a UAA-approved test. 
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Admission Requirements Certificate for Associate Degree (l-Z years) 

Qualifications (one of the following) 
• A high school diploma (no minimum GPA required); or 

• GED; or 
• Ability to Benefit Certificate (must be 18 years of age or older). 

Units Required Units Recommended 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

N/A 4 

Lab 

Foreign language 

Social studies 

History 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Academic electives N/A 

Total academic units N/ A 

Z006-Z007 Freshman Class Profile 

2 

3 

N/A 

1 

3 

1 

N/A 

N/A 

Top 10 percent of high school class: 12% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 31% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 61% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 77% 

_ Average high.school.GI'A:.N/A ___________________ _ 

First-year students submitting GPA: N/ A 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 44% 

SAT scores (Z5/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 
Math: 
Combined: 

446 - 570 
450 - 570 
896 -1140 

Percent of first time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-800 2.5% 2.1% 

600-699 14.9% 15.7% 

500-599 37.4% 37.6% 

400-49934.1% 33.5% 

300-399 10.3% 9.9% 

200-2990.7% 
1.2% 
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First-year students submitting ACT scores: 21% 

ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 
English: 16 - 24 
Math: 17 - 25 
Composite: 18 - 25 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 2.8% 5.0% 4.2% 

24-29 27.3% 23.1% 30.9% 

18-23 46.8% 39.3% 35.9% 

12-17 22.6% 26.7% 29.0% 

6-11 0.6% 5.6% 0.0% 

Below 6 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 

University of Alaska, Southeast Admissions Requirements 

Alaska high school graduates must pass all sections of the High School Qualifying Exam to be admitted. 

If the cumulative GPA is below a 2.0 a student may be admitted on probation and will be required to 

maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 during your first semester. 

High school completion requirement: High school diploma is required and GED is accepted 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 
Top 10 percent of high school class: 9% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 19% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 44% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 76% 
Average high school GPA: 3.0 
First-year students submitting GPA: 75% 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 44% 

SAT scores (25/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 442 - 600 

Math: 440 - 570 

Combined: 882 - 1170 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

700-800 2.9% 1.9% 

600-699 26.5% 11.7% 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 

Page 9 



SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 

500-599 8.8% 40.3% 

400-499 44.1% 

300-39917.6% 

200-299 0.0% 

34.6% 

11.5% 

0.0% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 18% 

ACT scores (25/75 percentile): 
English: 17-21 
Math: 19 - 22 
Composite: 20 - 23 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 15.8% 15.8% 15.8% 

24-2972.7% 

18-2311.5% 

57.9% 

26.3% 

74.0% 

10.2% 

_ _ ______ Alaska.Pacific University_Admission Requiremellts_ _ _ __ 

686 

Admissions Requirements High school completion requirement: High school diploma is required and 

GED is accepted 

2006-2007 Freshman Class Profile 
Top 10 percent of high school class: 11% 
Top 25 percent of high school class: 50% 
Top 50 percent of high school class: 68% 
First-year students submitting high school class standing: 60% 
Average high school GPA: 3.3 
First-year students submitting GPA: 83% 
First-year students submitting SAT scores: 50% 

5AT scores (25/75 percentile): 
Critical Reading: 

Math: 

Combined: 

450 - 610 

470 - 610 

920 -1220 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

SAT Critical Reading SAT Math 
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SAl Critical Reading SAl Math 

700-800 0.0% 0.0% 

600-699 26.0% 26.0% 

500-599 46.0% 

400-499 22.0% 

300-399 6.0% 

200-2990.0% 

37.0% 

31.0% 

6.0% 

0.0% 

First-year students submitting ACT scores: 36% 

ACT scores (2S/7S percentile): 
English: 
Math: 
Composite: 

20 - 28 
19 - 26 
21-26 

Percent of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2006 with scores in each range: 

ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math 

30-36 4.0% 9.0% 9.0% 

24-29 48.0% 26.0% 34.0% 

18-23 48.0% 61.0% 48.0% 

12-17 0.0% 4.0% 9.0% 

6-11 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Below 6 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Ability-to-Benefit (Accuplacer question) 

Degree-seeking individuals 18 years or older who have not earned a high school diploma or GED must 
take the AlB Test, in order to demonstrate that they have the ability to benefit from a college 
education. To demonstrate this ability, the individual must achieve the following federally determined 

Accuplacer scores: 

• Arithmetic: 34 
• Reading Comprehension: 55 
• Sentence Skills: 60 

If individual has already completed 60 college credits, the ATB test is not necessary. Individuals taking 

the AlB test on Accuplacer are permitted to retake the entire test after a 14-day waiting period. The 

ATB provision does not allow candidates to retake only a portion ofthe test: all three parts of 

Accuplacer must be completed in one sitting. It is very important to inform the test proctor if you are 

testing under Ability-to-Benefit, to insure you will be administered the correct tests. The regular 

Accuplacer test cannot be used to validate Ability-to-Benefit. 
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3. Rep. Seaton asked how will the residency requirements of the GPS interact with the 

university, private university or certificated programs in Alaska, i.e. AVTEC and resident 

programs? 

Response: 

• The GPS statute draft provides minimal guidance. Residency requirements will be defined by 

regulation. 

• In addition to specific GPS eligibility requirements, a student must demonstrate Alaska 

reSidency, which is determined by the post-secondary institution. 

• A student whose custodial parent or legal guardian is an Alaska resident at the time the student 

graduates from high school or is in active military service and maintains Alaska as their domicile 

state is considered an Alaska resident. 

• This is an important point with regard to tuition. If the university considers a student a non­

resident, they will charge higher tuition. 

Alaska Residency for Tuition Purposes at UA 

Students who qualify for resident status should file an application for residency for the term they plan to 
- - - - - ~ attend, with-required documentation-at the appropriate university office-prior to-the published end-of -

the add/drop period for regular semester-length courses. 

688 

The following is a summary of the Board of Regents policy to determine whether you are eligible for 
resident tuition. Students eligible for Alaska resident tuition must be United States citizens or eligible 
non-citizens and include those who: 

• Received or have been qualified to receive an Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend within the last 
12 months. 

• Have graduated in the last 12 months from a qualified Alaska high school. 
• Have been physically present in Alaska for the past two years. 
• Are active-duty military personnel or members of the National Guard, or their spouses or 

dependent children. 
• Are students from foreign cities and provinces that have established sister city or sister province 

relationships with the state of Alaska or Alaska municipalities, and have been approved by the 
president. 

• Are participants in the UA Scholars program. 
• Are participants in the University of Alaska College Savings Plan program who meet eligibility 

criteria as established by the Education Trust of Alaska. 
• Are dependent children of a person who holds an associate, baccalaureate, or graduate degree 

from the University of Alaska. 
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• Are dependent children of an Alaska resident, as evidenced by the most current federal income 
tax return filed within the past 16 months. 

• Are participating in the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WieHE) or 
Western Regional Graduate Program (WRGP). 

• Are enrolled in four or fewer credit hours within the UA system. 
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4. REPRESENTATIVE GARDNER offered the question of the military families. 

• A student whose custodial parent or legal guardian is an Alaska resident at the time the student 

graduates from high school or is in active military service and maintains Alaska as their domicile 

state is considered an Alaska resident. 

5. CHAIR SEATON asked about the criteria for losing eligibility. 

Response: 

A student will lose edibility if the student: 

• does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation from 
high school. Military service may extend this timeline; 

• completes eight semesters of eligibility; 

• 
• 

• 

does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution; 
does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a governor's 
scholarship; 

./ has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements imposed 
under 50 U.5.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements apply to 
the student; 

./ is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the federal 
guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this chapter; or 

./ has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not qualified 
fo~ a waiv3er under standards adopted by-the department.-- - ---- ---- -

does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular semester (fall 
and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not required to maintain SAP. 

Students may regain eligibility following the completion of one full-time semester that meets the 

eligibility requirement. 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 

Page 14 

, 
'-



691 

6. CHAIR SEATON requested a more detailed explanation of the role of GED's • 

• The GPS does not include a pathway for a G.E.D. 

• The language of 14.43.820 addresses the requirement for home school students to meet both 

the curricular requirements necessary to achieve a diploma and the rigorous curriculum 

demands of the GPS. It is not a pathway for a G.E.D. 

• Some states have a GED pathway to a scholarship. The points on a G.E.D. are used to qualify a 

student's attendance. 

Hathaway GED Criteria 

A student who attended a Wyoming high school, did not graduate, took the GED, and whose class has 
graduated, may qualify for a Hathaway Scholarship. Below are ACT and GED score requirements for 
Hathaway Scholarships. Students below a 550 GED do not qualify for UW admission. 
Opportunity Minimum GED of 500, and minimum ACT of 19 
Performance Minimum GED of 540, and minimum ACT of 21 
Honors Minimum GED of 575, and minimum ACT of 25 

Information on Taking the GED in Alaska 
The GED (General Educational Development) test in Alaska is a 5-part national exam for the high school 
equivalency; the five GED tests cover reading, writing, science, social studies and mathematics, and are 
taken individually. The GED test may be taken by any adult over 18 who is not currently enrolled in a 
high school diploma program; persons 16 to 18 years old must have written documentation that they 
have withdrawn from school, such as a transcript or withdrawal slip, and legal emancipation 
documentation or a parent or guardian's signature before GED testing is allowed. Two retests, per test 
purchased, are available for each of the five sections; there are no limits to how many times a person 
can retake the test. Your total score on the GED in Alaska must be at least 2,250 points and no one test 
can have a lower score than 410. The GED test is submitted to the Alaska Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, where the score is computed. All GED applicants must reside in the state of 
Alaska at the time of their GED testing application; tests must also be taken at an official GED testing 
center in Alaska. Testing sites for the GED in Alaska include, but are not limited to, Anchorage, Nome, 
Kenai Peninsula, Homer, Palmer, Juneau, Sitka, Fairbanks, Dillingham, Soldotna and Kodiak. 

**UA Associate Vice President, Saichi Oba will follow up with the committee on G.E.D.'s administered by 

the outlying UA campuses. 
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7. Representatives Munoz and Wilson would like more information on the disparity between 

the cost of attending UA and technical schools. Why is the GPS set at $3,000 per year for the 

CTE? 

Response: 

The CTE scholarship is an average. It could be increased to include room and board costs. 

Estimated 2009-2010 UAF Annual Costs 

FRESHMEN and SOPHOMORES Alaska Resident Non-Resident WUE** 

Tuition and Fees' $5,138 $15,218 $7,298 
(30 credits, 100-200-level classes) 

Room and Board $6,802 $6,802 $6,802 
(double raam & 19 meals/week an campus) 

ANNUAL TOTAL $11,940 $22,020 $14,100 

JUNIORS and SENIORS Alaska Resident Non-Resident WUE** 

Tuition and Fees' $5,678 $15,788 $8,108 
(30 credits, 300-400-level classes) 

Room and Board $6,802 $6,802 $6,802 
(dauble raom & 19 meals/week on campus) 

ANNUAL TOTAL $12,480 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

Tuition and Fees' 

Alaska Resident 

$6,536 

Non-Resident 

$12,602 
(18 credits, 600-level classes) 

Room and Board 
(double room & 19 meals/week on campus) 

ANNUAL TOTAL 

ALL STUDENTS 

Books/Supplies 

Miscellaneous/Personal 

Transportation 

Living Off Campus 

$1,300 

$2,070 

$1,800 

$6,802 

$13,338 

$6,802 

$19,404 

Living On Campus 

$1,300 

$2,070 

$432 

'" Includes Wood Center student Ii/e, student government, technology, transportation, UA network, athletics, Student Recreation Center and 
health center fees. Does not include health insurance, books, supplies, travel, parking, miscellaneous expenses or special costs ossociated with 

international or exchange students. Costs are subject to change. 
*'" Western Undergraduate Exchange 
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AVTEC Training Dates 

Alaska Culinary Academy 
I Professional Cooking & Baking, 210 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 ta 12/16/10, 08/16/10 ta 06/30/11 

Alaska Maritime Training Center Courses 
'Marine License Preparatian - Master Mate, 45 training days 
TBA 
IQualified Member ofthe Engine Department (QMED) Oiler, 60 training days 
Offered 09/07/10 ta 12/02/10 
I See all AVTEC Maritime training dates and costs 
(Camplete class listing) 

Allied Health Department - Anchorage Training Facility 
'Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA), 38 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 ta 02/26/10, 02/03/10 ta 03/30/10, 03/08/10 ta 04/28/10, 
04/05/10 ta OS/27/10, 05/05/10 ta 06/29/10, 06/07/10 ta 08/03/10, 07/12/10 ta 09/01/10 

. I Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN), 176 training days 
Offered 01/04/10 ta 11/18/10, 08/16/10 ta 07/01/11 

Applied Technologies Department 
'Automotive Technology, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 ta 12/17/10, 08/16/10 ta 06/09/11 
'Combination Welding, 172 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 ta 12/17/10, 08/16/10 ta 05/04/11 
'Diesel/Heavy Equipment Technologies, 197 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 ta 12/17/10, 08/16/10 ta 06/09/11 
'Industrial Electricity, 197 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 ta 6/09/11 
I Pipe Welding, 75 training days 
Offered 01/19/10 ta 05/05/10, 09/01/10 ta 12/17/10 
I Power Plant Operation, 40 training days 

. Offered 01/11/10 ta 03/05/10, 03/17/10 ta 05/11/10 
'Structural Welding, 97 training days 
Offered 01/25/10 ta 06/11/10, 08/16/10 ta 01/17/11 

Information Technology Department 
'Business & Office Technology, 183 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 ta 12/17/10, 08/16/10 to 05/19/11 
'Information Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to OS/26/11 
'Web Development Technology, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 to 07/12/11 

Building Trades Technalogy 
'Facility Maintenance Construction Trades, 188 training days 
Offered 08/16/10 ta OS/26/11 
I Plumbing & Heating, 102 training days 
Offered 01/05/10 ta OS/28/10 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 
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AVTEC Training Cost * Costs Effective July 1, 2009 

Program 

Qualified Member 
of the Engine 
Department 
(QMED) Oiler 

f Ma"rine Ucense I Preparation· 
1 Master Mate 
L~ _____ _ 

Certified Nurse 
Assistant 

r Ucensed PractiCal-­

l N~r~_ 
Business & Office 

Development 
Technology 

rp;of~~Si;~~i 
1 Cooking 

Technology 
Tuition Feel 

$1,650 $150 

$1,650 $150 

$1,320 N/A 

$5,000 $150 

$2,750 $150 

$2,750 $150 

$2,750 $150 
1 & Baking 
l,_~~ _____ ~. __ . __ _ 

Automotive 
Technology 

$2,750 $150 

Student Meal 

Security Service Plan4 

Deposit Fee* 

$50 
$75 

$1,573 

$50 $75 
$1,086 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

$50 N/A 
N/A 

$50 $75 
$3,400 

$50 N/A 
N/A 

$50 $75 
$3,400 

$50 $75 
$3,400 

Tools! 
Books! Supplies 

Dorm Suppliesz Not sold 
Dormitory Security sold by by 

Fees Deposit) AVTEC AVTEC Total 

$1,820 $200 $155 $655 $6,328 

$1,260 $200 $302 N/ A $4,773 I __________ ~ _____ ~.J 

N/A N/A $580 N/A $1,900 

N/A N/A $360 NfA $5,560 

$4,400 $200 $1,800 N/A $12,825 

$2,600 
N/A - $i3;625 

N/A N/A $2,400 N/A $5,350 

$4,400 $200. $1,425 $300 $12,750 

$4,400 $200 $600 $3,600 $15,225 -----.-- --.-- -~- -----1 
-+ -$1,050 ·.$3,700 ----$15,775-· , .. _. _____ ~. _____ ~ ___ J 

IDi;S~i/Hea~ - '-'--""-"-'~- .---------, ----- ---.. --
i Equipment-' -$2,75O-.-··$150·--~-$5O -- $75_$~e~24,4OO- - -$200 

L!~£~ry_~!~~~s ____ ~_~ ____ ~_~ __ ~~~ __ ".,~"~ _____ , _____ ....... _ .... _" _____ ~ ____ "' _ " ________ , __ ~ __ ,_ .. 
Industrial 
Electricity r- -, --.----

[ Pipe Welding 

Power Plant 
Operation 

$2,750 $150 

$1,650 $150 

$1,320 $150 
1-- .- -----
! Structural $2,200 $150 

$50 $75 
$3,400 

$4,400 

$50 $75 
$1,700 . 

$2,100 

$50 $75 
$975 

$1,120 

L~y~~~i~g_. __ ~ __ ~" ."'~_'~"_ .. ____ _ -_._--"' ------ ---------
Combination 
Welding 

Facility 
Maintenance! 
Construction 
Trades 

Plumbing & 
Heating 

$2,750 

$2,750 

$2,200 

$150 

$150 

$150 

$50 $75 

$50 $75 

$50 $75 

Department of Education and Early Development 
February 16, 2010 

$3,400 
$4,400 

$3,400 
$4,400 

$1,700 
$2,200 

$200 $950 $2,300 $14,275 
-" - ~~--~~--. 

$200 $570 $700 $7,195 
~~- -- -- ---_.----. 

N/A N/A $420 $4,110 

$600 $8,095 

$200 $1,500 $800 $13,325 

$200 $650 $2,000 $13,675 

$200 $236 $1,700 $8,511 
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8. Rep. Seaton would like to know what the definition of a part-time student is. 

Response: 

• Part-time students carry between 6 and 11 credits during a semester. Full-time students 

carry 12 or more credits per semester. 

• Students who attend part-time use up a semester of eligibility. 

• Students who attend during a summer session use up a semester of eligibility. 

9. Special Education and the GPS 

Response: 

AS 14.30.180 Purpose. It is the purpose of AS14.30.180 - 14.30.350 to provide an appropriate public 

education for each child with a disability in the state who is at least three years of age but less than 22 

years of age; (2) allow procedures and actions necessary to comply with the requirements offederal 

law, including 20 u.s.c. 1400 -1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.) 

10. Representatives Edgmon and Buch asked about the Alternative Pathways: How will decisions 

be made pursuant to Section 14.43.830? 

Response: 

The Commissioner will develop in conjunction with the State Board of Education, a process to consider 

requests for a make-up procedure or alternative pathway for students who are not eligible for a 

scholarship to make up a deficit by alternative means if the deficit was caused by circumstances that 

would make it unfair not to allow the student to make up the deficit. 

Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education require an opportunity for public hearing, 

comment and public discussion. 

11. Rep. Seaton asked if a student is able to graduate from a high school out of state and then 

enroll in an Alaska high school in an effort to gain eligibility of the GPS; essentially graduating 

from high school twice? 

Response: 

Practice in Alaska is to request the student's transcripts from the sending school. This practice allows 

the receiving Alaska high school to verify whether or not the student has in fact already graduated from 

an out of state high school. 

Department of Education and Early Development 

February 16, 2010 
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Louie Flora 

Subject: FW: Rep. Seaton comments on GPS work-draft 

From: Paul Seton [mailto:pkseaton@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, March 06, 2010 11:18 AM 
To: Louie Flora; Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: RE: Items for Monday's House Education Hearing including GPS work-draft with amendments 

Louie, 
Please distribute my comments to the committee and the Commissioner and theirs to me so our 
thought processes can progress before the committee meeting and we will be more prepared to 
address the issues during the committee meeting. 

Re: HB 297 (EDU) workdraft 26 GH2771\R of 3/4/10 
Sec 1 School Districts to determine eligibility - How does this work with page 9 qualifications some of 
which are not under the purview of a school district [i.e. they have GPAs but may not the college 
entrance exams etc]; 
and more especially page 10 line 9 seems to be eligibility determined by the 'commission'. 
Also page 16 line 7-8 Commission shall establish application procedures. 
This may all work but I would like to see a flow chart to be sure we are not establishing conflicting 
authorities and everyone is clear who does what in the program. 

Pg 9 line 19-21 
Does this mean - left Alaska as a High School student or any aged student for any number or years 
as long as parent is on allowable absence? 

Pg 9 military, does this mean a student retains for 20 + year career then 6 year to use after 
retirement? This seems to be creating an indeterminate unfunded liability especially in the new age 
of a service person being to give their VA education benefit to another family member then utilizing 
GPS. Is this intended in the bill? Perhaps allowing a specific 2 years additional qualification period is 
more definable for the fiscal note. 
There should probably be a qualification of extension that the member maintained their Alaska 
residency. 

Similarly on page 9 lie 24 after school add" if the student maintains Alaska residency" 

Page 9 lines 27 -28 
What does this mean or continue to be eligible for GPS ?? if did not meet other minimum 
requirements??? 

Page 10 line 20 and page 11 line 26 
I thought the testimony was that all GPA was on 4 point scale but we have definition of GPA on page 
17 of 4 point and 5 point for AP scale?? We need to clarify on record with the Commissioner and 
keep or adjust based on committee policy decision. 

Page 10 line 28 

1 
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Does this give flexibility for Acuplacer exam that UA rural campuses use or is it just ACT or SAT 
scores that are privately or publically paid for? 

Page 11 line 7 (6) and page 12 lines 8-9 (5) What is this and what are limits? Is this getting eligibility 
after failing to have good enough GPA or core classes or is it reestablishing residency or ??? It is 
not the rural school unavailability of classes as that is in (7) and we were NOT going to have waivers 
of crite ri a. 

Page 12 line 16 what does this mean in the Maximum Awards section? "and require very high 
academic achievement ... " similarly line 17" and require high academic achievement..." and on pg 
12 line 18 "and require moderate academic achievement. .. " These seem to be qualification 
references stuck to the awards or are they referring to some postsecondary GPA attainment which 

. has not previously been examined?? Is there a reason to mix the programmatic standards, eligibility 
and the award level sections?? 

Page 12 line 29, Define how pro rata works. Is between half time and full time y, the award or does it 
start at Y, then go up proportionately by every credit to full award at minimum full time status? 

Page 13 line 2 What do lines 2-7 mean more than the citation AS 14,43.815(a)(3) already 
encompasses. Lines 7-8 seem to be the only needed new part. 

Page 15 lines 3-4 Did we get a firm decision as to whether or not this provision is applying to 
alternative testing methods or accommodations for special needs students? 

Page 15-16 Does this definition of "physically located in the state" have any consequences for High 
School District collaboration with outside administered virtual curriculums? I realize that it is for 
postsecondary institutions but I want to be sure we do not draw any unintended consequences for 
curriculum being offered by high schools for core curriculum or dual credit courses. We need 
clarification on the record. 

Page 16 line 10 This says that the money goes to the institution but we had testimony that in some 
cases it could go directly to students to cover off campus room and board etc. Do we need to change 
language to allow what Diane Barons said would take place or will such be prevented by this statutory 
language? 

Page 17 Should the report include the number of scholarships used at each institution? 

From: Louie Flora [mailto:Louie_Flora@legis.state.ak.us] 
sent: Thursday, March 04, 2010 4:52 PM 
To: Paul Seaton; Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: FW: Items for Monday's House Education Hearing including GPS work-draft with amendments 

From: Louie Flora 
Sent: Thursday, March 04, 20104:52 PM 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

INTRODUCTION r. Singaporean students ranked first in the world in mathematics on the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study-2003; U.S. students ranked 16th out of 46 participating nations at 
grade 8 (Mullis, et aI., 2004). Scores for U.S. students were among the lowest of all industrialized 
countries. Because it is unreasonable to assume that Singaporean students have mathematical abilities 
inherently superior to those of U.S. students, there must be something about the system that 
Singapore has developed to teach mathematics that is better than the system we use in the United 
States. 

This exploratory study compares key features of the Singapore and U.S. mathematics systems 
in the primary grades, when students need to build a strong mathematics foundation. It identifies 
major differences between the mathematics frameworks, textbooks, assessments, and teachers in 
Singapore and the United States. It also presents initial results from four pilot sites that introduced 
l~e Singapore mathematics textbook in place of their regular textbooks. 

Analysis of these evidentiary streams finds Singaporean students more successful in 
mathematics than their U.S. counterparts because Singapore has a world-class mathematics system 
with quality components aligned to produce students who learn mathematics to mastery. These 
components include Singapore's highly logical national mathematics framework, mathematically 
rich problem-based textbooks, challenging mathematics assessments, and highly qualified 
mathematics teachers whose pedagogy centers on teaching to mastery. Singapore also provides its 
mathematically slower students with an alternative framework and special assistance from an expert 
teacher. 

The u.s. mathematics system does not have similar features. It lacks a centrally identified 
core of mathematical content that provides a focus for the rest of the system. Its traditional textbooks 
emphasize definitions and formulas, not mathematical understanding; its assessments are not 
especially challenging; and too many U.S. teachers lack sound mathematics preparation. At-risk 
students often receive special assistance from a teacher's aide who lacks a college degree. As a 
result, the United States produces students who have learned only to mechanically apply 
mathematical procedures to solve routine problems and who are, therefore, not mathematically 
competitive with students in most other industrialized countries. 

The experiences of several of the U.S pilot sites that introduced the Singapore mathematics 
textbooks without the other aspects of the Singaporean system also illustrate the challenges teachers 
face when only one piece of the Singapore system is replicated. Some pilot sites coped successfully 
with these challenges and significantly improved their students' mathematics achievement, but others 
had great difficulty. Professional training improved the odds of success, as did serving a stable 
population of students who were reasonably able with mathematics. These mixed results further 
reinforce the comparative findings that the U.S. will have to consider making comprehensive reforms 
to its school mathematics system if we are to replicate the Singaporean successes. 

The u.s. mathematics system has some featllres that are an improl'ement on Singapore's 
sl·stt'm. notab~1' an emphasis un 21" ('entllrv thinking skills. slich as reasoning and commllnications. 
and ati)(,lIs on uppiied mathemuti('s. Howcvcr, if U.S. studcnts are to become successful in these 
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RESEARCH 

• In 2001 (the most recent year for which data 
are available), US industry spent more on tort lit­
igation than on research and development." 

• In 2005, only four American companies ranked 
among the top 10 corporate recipients of 
patents granted by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office." 

• Beginning in 2007, the most capable high-energy 
particle accelerator on Earth will, for the first 
time, reside outside the United States." 

• Federal funding of research in the physical sci­
ences, as a percentage of GOp, was 45% less in FY 
2004 than in FY 1976.40 The amount invested 
annually by the US federal government in 
research in the physical sciences, mathematics, 
and engineering combined equals the annual 
increase in US health care costs incurred every 20 
days." 

PERSPECTIVES 

• "We go where the smart people are. Now our 
business operations are two-thirds in the U.S. 
and one-third overseas. But that ratio will flip 
over the next 10 years.· -Intel spokesman 
Howard High42 

• "If we don't step up to the challenge of finding 
and supporting the best teachers, we'll under­
mine everything else we are trying to do to 
improve our schools."-Louis V. Gerstner, Jr., 
Former Chairman, IBM" 

• "If you want good manufacturing jobs, one 
thing you could do is graduate more engineers. 
We had more sports exercise majors graduate 
than electrical engineering grads last year.· -
Jeffrey R. Immelt, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Office, General Electric44 

• "If I take the revenue in January and look again 
in December of that year 90% of my December 
revenue comes from products which were not 
there in January.· - Craig Barrett. Chairman of 

_the Intel Corporation"· - - - - - - . -- - - --

• "When I compare our high schools to what I see 
when I'm traveling abroad, I am terrified for our 
workforce of tomorrow.· -Bill Gates, Chairman 
and Chief Software Architect of Microsoft 
Corporation" 

• "Where once nations measured their strength by 
the size of their armies and arsenals, in the world 
of the future knowledge will matter most.· 
-President Bill Clinton ., 

• "Science and technology have never been more 
essential to the defense of the nation and the 
health of our economy." -President George W. 
Bush-
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Private Sector Leaders Committed to Efforts Focused on Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Education 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 23/PRNewswire·USNewswire/-- The following is being issued by Information Technology Industry 
Council: 

Today the White House is announcing a national education initiative to strengthen America's economic competitiveness 
through leadership in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education. 

led by former CEO and Chairman Craig Barrett of Intel Corporation; Chairman, President and CEO Glenn Britt of Time 
Warner Cable; Ursula Burns, CEO of Xerox Corporation; Antonio M. Perez, Chairman and CEO of Eastman Kodak Company; 
and Dr. Sally Ride, CEO of Sally Ride Science and the first American woman in space; in conjunction with Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the effort seeks to improve America's students' interest 
and periormance in the STEM disciplines, which are the foundation for innovation. 

"At Intel, we have seen what young peoplacan do with math and scienoe when they are lnaplnsd and well-taught. tt Is up to .all 
of us to stimulate that Intereat and provide teachers who can guide and nurture students In these critical subjects,· aald Crelg 
R. Barratt;l 

"For nearfy a half century, Xerox has been enabling young people to pursue educations and careers In scienoe, technology, 
engineering and math; seld Ursula Bums. "President Obama's initiative Is not only the right thing for the young people of our 
country, but essential to maintaining Amerfce's leadership position In the global economy." 

"The Amerfcan economy has always depended on Innovation, and In a knowledge-based society, there can be no real 
innovation without an educational emphasis on science, technology, engineering and math," said Antonio M. Perez, Chairman 
and CEO of Eastman Kodak: ''This Is especially important to create a workforce that can succeed In today's rapidly changing 
economy. Kodak has a long history of supporting education In these dlscipllnas because we know that Innovation Is the key 
differentiator tor our company and our country." 

"We are grateful the Obama administration is focused on America's need to increase its STEM proficiency, and believe this will 
have positive outcomes for technology-focused businesses like Time Warner Cable," Glenn Britt said. "We have a need to fill 
the jobs pipeline with qualified engineers and technologists to continue our tradition of significant innovation in the 
telecommunications industry." 

Under this public-private partnership, founders are building a coalition that seeks to shape a strong national STEM network 
that will mobilize the business community, philanthropists, educators, governors and the public at-large. These founding 
champions aim to recruij other leaders from the business communijy to create a robust advisory board that will contribute the 
necessary resources to fund a sustainable effort. Working at a rapid pace--similar to the one that fueled our entry into the 
space race 50 years ago--this new nonprofit organization seeks to mobilize the resources needed to fuel a national STEM 
initiative and raise the level of math and science learning for all students. 

Supported by a dynamic and highly qualified executive and staff, the organization will aim to improve STEM periormance of 
America's students, by harnessing new technologies and social networks to connect teachers with STEM professionals, drive 
public demand for STEM education and careers, and challenge companies to engage in ways consistent with their core 
business competencies through building an national innovation infrastructure. Organizations including National Math and 
Science Institute and Battelle have already signed on to help as core partners. 

"America's global competitiveness and the future of our democratic society depend on our ability to mobilize together now, wijh 
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STEMQu0te5 I • 
Quotable Quotes about Math + Sdence 

"Today, more than ever before, SCience holds the key to our survival as a planet and our security and prosperity as 
a nation. It's time we once again put science at the top of our agenda and work to restore America's place as the 
world leader in SCience and technology.· 
-- President Barack Obama 

"America faces many challenges ... but the enemy I fear most Is complacency. We are about to be hit by the full force 
of global competition. If we continue to ignore the obvious task at hand whde others beat us at our own game, our 
children and grandchildren will pay the price. We must now establish a sense of urgency.M 
--Olarles Vest.. President of the National Academy of Engineering, President Emeritus at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

Q: What do we know works to improve student achievement In K-12 STEM [science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics] education? 
A: ~I'd say great teachers, who know the content.· 

--U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 

- Q: You've-talked-about the value of alternative certintation. But there are different approaches: AttraCtiilg-midcaree-r­
professionals is one approach. But then there's the Teach for America model, and the UTeach [at the university of 
Texas] model. What are the strengths and weaknesses of those different approaches? 

A: Nllove 'em all. I see them as three different buckets. You have the young guns, the Teach for America students 
whO are right out of school, Then you have the midcareer changers. Then you have a set of folks in their SOS and 
60S, moving toward retirement. But they still have a good 10 to 15 years in them. I think we need to work very 
aggressively in all three areas. The important thing is to collect the data and track them over time, to see who's 
achieving the best results for chifdren. " 
--U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, interview With Science Magazine 

"If America is to maintain our high standard of living, we must continue to innovate. We are competing with nations 
many times our size. We don't have a single brain to waste. Math and science are the engines of innovation. With 
these engines we can lead the world. We must demystify math and science so that all students feel the JOy that 
follows understanding.· 

-- Or. Michael Brown, former Nobel Pnze winner for medidne and the Paul J. Thomas Professor of Molecular 

Genetics and Director of the Jonsson Center for Molecular Genetics at the Umverslty of Texas Southwestem Medical 
SchOol in Dallas 

Q: Anything you would like business schools to teach more? less? 
A: In our bUSiness, there's not enough emphasis on math. Coming out of college, we really like to have kids who like 
math, study math and get it. And so I'd like to make sure that there is an emphaSIS on math. 

Q; But somebody might say, 'That's what calculators are for,' 
A: And that's exactty the problem, Because when, at least when I was In school, we didn't have the computer 
technoJogy that we have today to do a lot of the work for us. And SO I think there's logic that has to go Into thiS. 

And I don't thmk you should actuaJly ha .... e to have a calculator for every deCISion that you make thdt has numbers 
attached to I t. Some of that should Just come to you QUiCkly, and YOll should be able to qUickly move to your 
Instincts <lbout that being a Good or not good decision." 
- rerry 1. Lllndgren, CEO of Miley's, Inter .... iewed by The New York Times, Apnl Ii, 2009 
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"The United States IS facing much more than a temporary economic crisis - we may put a patch on our stalled 
economIc system, but we aren't likely to see robust, long-term growth unless we get a 21st century engine." 

.. Tom luce, CEO NabonaJ Math and Science Initiative 

"Only by providing leading-edge human capital and knowledge capital can American continue to maintain a high 
standard of living, induding providing national security for its citizens." 

-- Norman Augustine, Chair, "Rising Above the Gathering Storm" Committee 

"On October 4, 1957, history changed with the Soviet Union's successful launch of Sputnik. I, the world's first man­
made satellite. Americans were alarmed that we had been outpaced technologically and saw the Soviet feat as a 
threat to our national security. In order to catch up with the Russians, our nation swung into action and infused new 
funding and resources into scientific research on a priority basis that resulted in new labs springing up all over the 
country. To support this national initiatNe, schools upgraded and expanded math and science instruction at every 
level. Congress established scholarships and grants to enable young people to pursue science and engineering 
majors in college and graduate schools. These efforts paid off as a new generation of American scientists and 
engineers was produced and the United States became the Mecca for scientific research in virtually all fields. Now, 
five decades later, we are again on the verge of falling behind technologically, largely because of a failure to provide 
world class SCience and math instruction in our schools ... We cannot fail to prepare our children to thrive in a world 
where science and technology define In many ways how we work, live and entertain ourselves. n 

-- Marian Wright Edelman, President and Founder, Children's Defense Fund 

"I relate a lot of it to my football training. We had a highly functioning team and learned all the things you need to 
do to have a successful launch. I try to tell kids jf you play sports, you can be an Astronaut, because It is very 
Similar, the training is similar. It's just that you have to learn something different. I tell them, 'Hey, go for your 
dreams -- but you have to have a plan.' My plan was education ... I was in Algebra class like you are in the eighth 
grade, I did the same things you do. There's nothing magic about becoming an Astronaut, it's about dedication and 
working hard. It's work ethic. If they have that work ethnic and apply themselves, they can be an Astronaut also." 
-- Astronaut Leland Melvin, who was drafted after college by the NFL to playas a wide receiver for the Detroit lions 
and recently served on the crew of the space Shuttle Atlantis on a mission to the international space station. 

"The financial crisis just made the hole deeper, which Is why our stimulus needs to be both big and smart, both 
finandally and educationally stimulating. It needs to be able to produce not only more shovel-ready jobs and shovel­
ready workers, but more Google-ready jobs and Windows-ready and knowledge-ready workers." 
-- Columnist Thomas L. Friedman, The New York TImes. 

"In a global economy, the bestjobs are not going to go to the best in your class, but to the best in the world," said 
Gary Phillips, a chief scientist for the American InstItutes for Research in washington, D.C. "Some of the Asian 
countries are Just outstanding in math and science achievement and we're way behind." Phillips' research shows that 
even American eighth graders in the best·performing states like Massachusetts rank Significantly below eighth grade 
"We do produce students who function at the highest levels in math and science internationally. The problem is we 
don't produce enough of them." 
--Vivien Stewart, vice president for Education at Asia Society in New York 

"Now that we know what works, we should ask government and corporate leaders to take action today. Every 
minute we wart, we rail further behind other countries." 

-- Tom Luce, CEO National Math and Sciellce Initiative 

"Only by providing leading-edge human capital and knowledge capital can Amenca continue to maintain a high 
standard of living· Including providing national-secUrity - for its citizens." 

-- Norm Augustine, chair, ~Rrslng Above the Gathering Storm" CommIttee 

"Will America lead ... and reap the rewards? Or will we surrender that advantage to other countries WIth dearer 
visionr 

-- Susan Hockfield, President MIT 

"Yes, we know the world is flat. But what Me we going to do about if' We need to start educatlnQ kids today for the 
Jobs of tomorrow. We need better math anti science Cld~'>C~ ilnd more rllilth and sClcnce teachN5. We n('cd to 
l;'lunch d natIOnal campaign to make math and science iI natll}n;)1 Priority. And we n,~E'd to act like (Jur futme 
1"pends on It. Mtl'r dll, It t1o~~.~ 
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•• Tom luce, CEO National Math and Science Initiative 

-Among the most consistently Cited challenges facing science and math education are the number and Quality of 
teachers. The National Science Board's Science and Engineering Indicators 2008 report noted that 80 percent of 
schools had teaching vacanCies last year, with 74 percent having vacanCies in math programs and 56 percent haVing 
openings in physical science departments. ~ 

-, Rob Broisseau, Inside Science News Service 

·One of my favorite Quotes is from Carl Sagan, who said it's suicidal to create a sodety that depends on science and 
technology in which no one knows anything about science and technology - and that's the road that we are headed 
down. 
I think part of the issues is that it takes year, decades, to build the capability to have a sodety that does depend on 
science and technology. 
You need to generate the scientists and engineers, starting in school-elementary school, middle school, you have to 
fund the research that those SCientists go on to do-the fundamental research. You have to generate the engineers 
that can turn those SCientific breakthroughs into products and services. And then you have to have the right 
environment." 
-·Sally Ride, President and CEQ Sally Ride ScIence, former Astronaut, first American woman in space. 

"This new generation will have the opportunity to solve many global issues: healthcare, energy security and the 
global food crisis to name just a few. Given this, the missing ingredient is a better knowledge of math and SCience 
and its power to provide solutions to these problems. Technology can and will change the world. For this younger 
generation to be the force for good they want to be, they need to understand that the new literacy of the 21st 
century includes math and science." 

-- Tom luce, CEO, NMSI 

COPYright «;> 2010 National Matti and SCience InitiatIVe. All Rights Aeserved. 
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Statllte: 

HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

Hathaway Scholarship Reimbursements 

21-16-1308 (a)(v) The department shall determine and certify to the state treasurer the amount 
which is equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the total amount the eligible institution received 
during the preceding semester under this subsection. Not later than September 1 for the fall 
semester and not later than January 15 for the spring semester, the state treasurer shall pay from 
the scholarship expenditure account the amount certified by the department. The department 
shall review the lists provided under paragraph (iv) of this subsection, determine there is no 
duplication of students, and determine and certify to the state treasurer the balance of the amount 
due under this article to each institution for the semester. The state treasurer shall pay from the 
scholarship expenditure account the balance of the amount due. Payments of the balance due 
under this paragraph shall be made not later than seventy-five (75) days after the institution's 
semester has commenced. Payments to the university shall be made directly to the university. 
Payments to the community colleges shall be made directly to each college and be reported by 
the state treasurer to the community college commission. Should a prepayment under this 
paragraph exceed the amount actually due the institution for any semester, the excess amount 
shall be calculated by the department and deducted from the next payment made. 
For purposes of this subsection, payments due for summer terms shall be included within the 
calculations and payments for the subsequent fall semester. 

Rilles & Rc!!ulations: 

Chapter 38, Section 18, Payment to Institutions. 

(a) For the first four years of the program, eligible institutions shall report to the Wyoming 
Department of Education by August 1 estimates of the number of students and the scholarship 
awards they anticipate for the upcoming fall semester. Institutions must report again to the 
Department by December I the number of students and scholarship amounts they anticipate for the 
following spring semester. Community colleges shall additionally report to the Commission the 
estimates they submitted to the Department for August 1 and December 1. 

(i) The Department shall certify to the State Treasurer the amounts to be paid to each eligible 
institution in a manner that will enable the prepayment to be made to the institutions by 
September 1 for the fall semester and by January 15 for the spring semester. 

(b) After the first four years of estimates by the institutions, the Department will rely on actual data 
to make annual prepayments to institutions in the amount of 75% of the total amount that institution 
received the preceding semester. 

- HSP D,Ha - Version 1.20 Pa~e 3 of 4 3 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGM:" DATA REPORTING 

(i) The Department will certifY to the state treasurer the amount to be paid to each eligible 
institution in time for the institutions to receive their fall semester prepayment by September 
I and their spring semester prepayment January 15. 

(c) Within 30 days of the commencement of each semester, the community colleges shall submit to 
the Wyoming Community College Commission a list of students enrolled in the institution who 
qualifY for Hathaway Merit and Need-Based Scholarships, and the amount for which they qualifY. 

(d) Within 10 days of receipt of the last student data list from an individual community college, the 
Commission shall verifY no inappropriate duplication of students exists between the colleges then 
shall submit to the Department a complete list of students and the amount each college is to receive 
for Hathaway Scholarship awards. 

(e) Within 45 days of the commencement of each semester, the University shall certifY to the 
Department a list of students enrolled in the institution who qualifY for Hathaway Merit and Need­
Based Scholarships, and the amount for which they qualifY. 

(I) The lists submitted to the Department from the eligible institutions must include all the data 
elements needed to enable the institutions and the Department to meet the reporting requirements of 
the Hathaway Scholarship program. Data elements shall include but are not limited to: 

(i) Student name, birth date, and gender; 
(ii) Unique student identifier identified by the Department and the institutions; 

- - - (iii)"Name-oftheinstitution; - - -- - - - - - - - -- - -- - - --
(iv) Hathaway scholarship category; 
(v) Number of credit hours; 
(vi) Semester identifier; and 
(vii) High school graduation year. 

(g) Upon receipt of the two student lists, the Department shall verifY there IS no inappropriate 
duplication of students among the institutions. 

(i) Any duplication of students will be reported by the Department to the institutions and to 
the Commission. The institutions, in coordination with the Commission, will research and 
resolve the problem, if any, and submit final lists back to the Department. 

(ii) If it is determined a student is properly attending multiple eligible institutions, the 
Department shall award the entire Hathaway scholarship for which the student qualifies to 
the eligible institution designated in the student's consortium agreement as the home 
institution. 

(h) When the final lists are certified as accurate and approved, the Department will certifY to the state 
treasurer the balance of the amount due to each institution for the semester. 

(i) The state treasurer shall pay the amounts due no later than 75 days after commencement of the 
institution's semester. Individual payments will be made to the University and to each community 
college. 

- HSP Dat:l- Versinn 1.20 Page + of +1 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. DATA REPORTING 

(i) The state treasurer shall report to the Wyoming Community College commission and the 
Department the amounts paid to each college. 

(j) Any prepayment that exceeds the amount actually due the institution for any semester shall be 
calculated by the Department and deducted from the next payment(s) made to the institution. 

(k) Students receiving a Hathaway Scholarship for a summer semester shall be included with the 
institution's fall semester calculations. 

(i) The Department will consequently adjust the award to the institution for the fall 
semester to include the appropriate additional amount for the summer semester. 

- !-IS? Data· Version 1.20 Page 5 of43 
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HATHAWAY SCHOlARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

Hathaway Scholarship Reporting on Participants and their Academic Progress 

Statute: 

21-16-1308 
(c) The department shall establish annual reporting procedures for purposes of policy analysis 
and program evaluation and providing accurate data to the legislature and governor relative to 
the program's impact on the state and on students. 

In developing the annual reporting procedure the department shall consult with the University of 
Wyoming and community college financial aid officers and registrars or their designees. It is the 
intention of the legislature that the reporting system and the requirements thereof shall be 
applicable to all recipients of scholarships under this article. Compliance with this section shall 
be made a condition of receiving a scholarship under this article. 

The reporting system shall include the following information: 

(i) A report prepared for each semester or equivalent periods of time during each academic year 
relative to the rate of retention of program participants; 

-(ii) Scholarships-by- students-as they progress_ from_semester 10_ semester or other equivalent 
periods of time as may be applicable once enrolled at an eligible institution. ---- - - -- - --- - -

The data shall be reported by institution attended, by the instructional program, and by 
scholarship category and shall include 

-the percent of students losing scholarship eligibility due to not earning the minimum number of 
credit hours, 

-the percent of students losing scholarship eligibility due to not having the required cumulative 
grade point average, 

-the percent of students losing scholarship eligibility for failing to make satisfactory academic 
progress 

-and the percentage of students losing scholarship eligibility for failing to enroll. 

The same information shall also be reported by categories showing those students qualifying 
through WORKKEYS scores and GED scores and by the group of students who attended a 
home-based educational program and did not graduate from an eligible high school; 

(iii) The persistence rates at the eligible institutions of freshmen, sophomore, junior and senior 
students receiving a scholarship reported by scholarship category and by award year; 

- [IS? Data - Version 1. 20 Page 6 of +1 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTI.\lG 

.. 

(iv) The graduation rates or rates of completion of the chosen post-secondary education program 
if otherwise applicable for students receiving a scholarship reported by scholarship category and 
award year, including for those graduating with an academic degree at the baccalaureate level the 
rate for persons graduating within four (4) years, within five (5) years and within six (6) years, 
respectively and including for those graduating with a certificate or associate degree the rate for 
persons graduating within one (I), two (2) and three (3) years; 

(v) The mean length of time required for a student receiving a scholarship under this article to 
graduate with a degree or to complete the certificate program with such information being 
reported by scholarship category and by award year; 

(vi) An annual report on the number of applicants as well as the percent of high school graduates 
by high school district who apply for a scholarship by scholarship category, and the percent of 
those students who are awarded a scholarship and subsequently enroll in an eligible institution; 

(vii) Statistical studies on the relationship between the courses taken and grades earned by a high 
school student and the student's score on the ACT or WORKKEYS test. Relative to public high 
schools, such statistical studies shall use student course and grade data that is otherwise available 
from the schools and such studies shall be conducted at no additional cost to the governing 
authority of any public high school; 

(viii) Statistical studies on the relationship between the courses taken and the grades earned in 
high school and the student's college or university OPA. 

(d) The annual report by the department shall be submitted to the governor and the legislature in 
accordance with W.S. 9-2-1014. 

Rules & Regulations: 

Chapter 38, Section ~1, Data Gathering and Reporting Procedures 

(a) In consultation with school districts and the financial aid officers and registrars of the 
eligible institutions, or their designees, the Department shall develop annual reporting procedures 
for purposes of policy analysis and program evaluation. The annual report on the Hathaway 
Scholarship Program shall be presented by the Department in accordance with the budget 
time frames identified in W.S. § 9-2-1014. 

(b) Data reporting is a requirement for receipt of scholarship funds. 

(c) The University of Wyoming shall submit the required information directly to the 
Department. 

- HSP Data - Version 1.20 Page 7 of 43 
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(d) Wyoming community colleges shall submit the required information to the Wyoming 
Community College Commission which shall submit to the Department individual college 
information, as well as a summative report of all college data. 

(e) Information to be provided to the Department from the eligible institutions includes: 

(i) By district and scholarship type, the number and percent of students who 
apply, the number and percent of students who meet success curriculum 
requirements, the number and percent of students awarded a scholarship, and the 
number and percentage of students who subsequently enroll in the institution; 

(ii) Rate of retention of scholarship recipients; 

(iii) Persistence rate of freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior scholarship 
recipients, by original award year, by scholarship type; and 

(iv) Graduation rates or rates of completion, by scholarship type by award year 
to include: 

(A) For those receiving a baccalaureate level degree, the rate 
scholarship recipients graduated in four, five or six years, and the mean 

- - - - - - - - - -- - -- -- - - - - - - -length of time for- students-to-earn. the_degree;_and __________________________ _ 
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(B) For those receiving a certificate or associate degree, the rate 
scholarship recipients graduated in one, two, or three years, and the mean 
length of time for students to complete the certificate or associate degree. 

(v) By institution, instructional program, scholarship type, and award year, 
report on the loss of scholarship eligibility of students at the end of each spring 
semester according to the following categories: 

(A) Those qualitying through high school graduation with the 
accompanying GPA and ACT requirements; 

(B) Those qualifying through high school graduation with the 
accompanying GPA and WorkKeys requirements; 

(C) Those qualifying through GED and the accompanying ACT 
requirements; 

(D) Those qualifying through a home-based educational 
program and the accompanying ACT requirements. 

-- HSP Data - V l'rsion 1.20 Page 3 of 4l 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

(vi) In addition to reporting the number of students who have lost scholarship 
eligibility as specified in Section 22 (e)(v) of these rules, institutions shall provide 
further data on cause of loss of scholarship to include: 

(A) The number and percentage of students failing to meet 
satisfactory academic progress due to either minimum number of credit 
hours and/or failure to maintain minimum cumulative OPA ; 

(3) The number and percentage of students failing to maintain 
minimum continuous enrollment requirements; and 

(C) The number and percentage of students failing to enroll in 
the eligible institution. 

(I) Studies the Department shall undertake annually for each graduating cohort include: 

(i) Analysis of the relationship between courses taken, grades earned in high 
school, and a student's ACT and or WorkKeys test scores; and 

(ii) Analysis of the relationship between courses taken, grades earned in high 
school, and a student's college and/or university OPA. 

- HSP Data 4 Version l. 20 Page 9 of41 
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The Reporting Cycle 

As the statutes quoted in the previous section indicate, the Hathaway data collection is based on 
the need for information in three areas; Scholarship Applicants, Scholarship Amounts Awarded, 
and Student Performance. This information is gathered by the institutions and collected by the 
WCCC (if applicable) and the WOE via four reports during each semester (see p.16-17 for details 
about each report). These reports are created, reviewed, stored, and analyzed in eleven steps during 
a semester. The participants in the cycle are the Institutions, the Wyoming Communiry College 
Commission (WCCC), The Wyoming Department of Education (WOE), and the State Treasurer. 

All steps in the reporting cycle involve the listing, verification, or reimbursement of Scholarship 
Amounts Awarded, whereas Scholarship Applicant and Student Performance data are dealt with 
in only a few of the steps. Applicant and performance data are analyzed by the WDE after the end 
of each school year to generate the statutorily required statistics on the applicants and the 
academic progress of scholarship recipients. 

---------- -----
The next page pro-;;id~;n iIlu~tr;tion of thereporting cyCle. The pages thai: followii proviae-decail· 
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on each step in the process in a "Who, What, Why, and When" format. 

Successive sections prOVide more information about the required data reports, the data submission 
path, scholarship accounting, and student progress statistics. 

-- HSP l1:.1t,l. Version 1.20 Page JOof4l 



HATHAWAY SCHOURSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

The Cycle At-a-Glance 

1 

Submit Estimated 
Scholarship 
Amounts for 

Upcoming Semester 

Review and Forward 
Scholarship Estimates to 

WDE 
2 Semester Begins 

12 Store student performance data and 
prepare statutory statistical reports on 

HSP student performance progress 
(After Spring EOT report) and 

account for scholarship adjustments in 
next Mid Term Payment 

Fall: 31 5 Spring: 715 

11 Review Community College Data 
and Forward Files to WOE 

Fall: 8/1 Spring: 12/1 Fall: 8/1 ~ ·ng: 1211 

Certify 75% of Estimated 
Scholarship Amounts to 

State Treasurer 

Fall; 8115 Spr Ig: 12/31 

3 

D 
D 
D 
D 

Community Colleges/UW 

Pay 75% of Estimated 
Scholarship amounts to 

Institutions 
Fall: 3/10 Spring: 6130 

10 Submit End of Term 

Pay Balance Due 
to the Institutions 

Fall: 11/10 51 ·ng: 3120 

WCCC 

WDE 

State Treasurer 

Semester Ends 

716 

Certify Mid Term 
Amounts to Treasurer 

Fall: 10125 Spring: 31S 

lv·ole: the dates are approximate - refer to the 
rules for exact time intenJa/s. 

HSP Data - V.:rsi0!l 1.20 

Fall: 9/1 Sp ing: 1115 

Submit Mid Term ("30 Day") 
Reports (for enrolled and non­

enrolled students) to WCCCIWDE 

Fall: 105 Spring: 2/15 

Submit Summer End of 
Term Report to WOE 

10/20 

7 

Refer to pages 12 thru 15 for details 
on each step in the cycle ..... 

6 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REpORTING 

WHO: 
WHAT: 
WHY: 
WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 
WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 

WHEN: 

Community Colleges/UW 
The Estimate Report. (Page 16) 
To receive 75% reimbursement at the beginning of the semester. 
By 8/1 for the Fall semester, and 12/1 for the Spring semester. 
(Community Colleges report to the WCCC, UW reports directly to the 
WDE) 

TheWCCC 
Review Estimate Reports submitted by each individual Community 
College and forward to WOE. 
To ensure reports are complete. 
Upon Receipt from the Community Colleges. 

TheWDE 
Download the Estimate Reports to the HSP Data Warehouse and 
prepare certification to the State Treasurer. 
Required Information for each institution: Beginning Balance, Recipient 
Counts and Amounts by Scholarship Category, and Total Amount to be 
paid. 
To track individual institution balances and to ensure institutions are 
properly compensated. 
Submit certified amounts to the State Treasurer by 8/15 for the Fall 
semester and by 12/31 for the Spring semester. 

-- HSP Data - Version 1.20 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 
WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 
WHY: 

WHEN: 

WHO: 
\VHAT: 

\VHY: 

\VHEN: 

The State Treasurer 
Pay from the scholarship expenditure account 75% of the estimated 
scholarship amounts due to each institution as certified by the WDE. 
To reimburse the institutions for the Hathaway scholarships awarded. 
By 9/1 for the Fall semester, and by 1/15 for the Spring semester. 

Community Colleges/UW 
The Mid Term Reports (Page 16) 
To provide the WDE with data to calculate the remaining balance due 
for scholarships awarded, and to provide information on attempted 
hours and instructional program selections, and to provide data on 
applicants who did not enroll. Data on enrolled and non-enrolled students 
are submitted in two separate reports. 
Community Colleges: Submit to the WCCC within 30 days of the 
commencement of each semester. 
mv: Submit to the WDE within 45 days of the commencement of each 
semester. 

TheWCCC 
Review Mid Term Reports submitted by the Community Colleges 
for accuracy and verify no inappropriate duplication of students exists 
and forward to WOE. 
To ensure that no student exceeds the maximum scholarship amount 
allowed if enrolled in more than one institution. 
Within 10 days of receipt from the Community Colleges. 

- HSP Data - Version 1.20 
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7. 

8. 

9. 

"-. HATHA WAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

~~-------------------------------------------------

WHO: 
WHAT: 
WHY: 

WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 

WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 

WHEN: 

Community Colleges/UW 
The Summer EndDf-T erm Report (Page 17) 
To provide the WOE with data to run the statutoty statistical reportS on 
Hathaway student performance and to include summer scholarships 
for reimbursement (to be applied to the fall semester Mid Term payment). 
By 10/20 of each year 

TheWDE 
Download the Mid Term Reports to the HSP Data Warehouse, 
review for duplicate student records between CCs and UW, and 

. prepare certification to the State Treasurer. 
Required Information for each institution: Beginning Balance, 
Recipient Counts and Amounts by Scholarship Category, and Total 
Amount to be paid. 
To track individual institution balances and to ensure institutions are 
properly compensated. 
Submit certified amounts to the State Treasurer by 10/25 for the Fall 
semester, and-by-3/5-for the-Spring-Semester.. --- ---- ---- ---___________ _ 

The State Treasurer 
Pay from the scholarship expenditure account the balance of the 
amount due to each institution as certified by the WDE_ 
To reimburse the institutions the balance due for the Hathaway 
scholarships awarded. 
Within 75 days of the commencement of each semester. 
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10. 

11. 

12. 

HATHAWAY SCHOL>\RSHlrPROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

WHO: 
WHAT: 
WHY: 

WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 
WHEN: 

WHO: 
WHAT: 

WHY: 

WHEN: 

Community Colleges/UW 
The End·Of·Term Report. (Page 17) 
To provide the WDE with data to run the statutory statistical reports on 
Hathaway student performance and to account for any adjustments in 
scholarship reimbursements (to be applied to next semester's Mid Term 
payment). 
Community Colleges: Submit to the WCCC within 60 days of the 
end of fall semester, and within 30 days of the end of spring semester. 
UW: Submit to the WDE within 70 days of the end of fall semester, and 
within 40 days of the end of spring semester. 

'I1,eWCCC 
Review the End-Of-Term Reports submitted by the Community 
Colleges for completeness and duplicate student records berween 
institutions and forward to \VDE. 
To ensure that accurate data is submitted to WDE. 
Within 10 days of receipt from the Community Colleges. 

TheWDE 
Download the End Of Term Reports to the Hathaway Data Warehouse 
and prepare student performance statistics (post Spring only), and 
identify any adjustments to scholarship amounts. 
To comply with the annual statutory reporting and track individual 
institution balances to ensure institutions are properly compensated. 
The annual statutory statistical reporrs on student performance are to be 
completed by 10/1. Any adjustments in scholarship amounts will be 
applied to next semester's Mid Term payment. 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAJ\1 DATA REPORTING 

The Reports 

1. The Estimate Report 

This is an estimated totals report that is submitted by the institutions by 8/1 for the 
fall semester, and by 12/1 for the spring semester. As the title indicates, it is an 
estimate of the number of srudenrs and scholarships within the four merit levels, as well 
as an estimate of the Needs award. 75% of the estimated scholarship total is remitted to 
the institutions as a prepa}ment for the semester. The payments need to be made by the 
State Treasurer to the institutions by 9/1 for the fall semester, and by 1/15 for the spring 
semester. 

The three reports below require the collection and submission of certain pieces of data that pertain 
to Hathaway Scholarship applicants and enrolled students. These data elements and their 
properties are listed in Appendix A starting on page 27. 

2. a) The Mid Term Report - Enrolled Students 

Tnis'reportissiib-rriitted bythe-commuliity-colleges-tO'-the -Wc<::e-within' thirty 'days - -- - - -­
of the start 'of the semester, who then forwards the files within ten days of receipt to the 
WOE. The University submits the file directly to the WOE within 45 days of the start of 
the semester. The institurions receive the difference between the 75% of the Estimate 
payment and the sum of scholarship amounts provided in this report. The payments need 
to be made by the State Treasurer to the institutions within 75 days of the start of the 
semester. Information on attempted hours and instructional program is included in this 
report. The specific elements for this data submission are listed on pages 31 - 33. 

b) The Mid Term Report - Non·Enrolled New Applicants 

This report is to accompany the Mid Term Report for Enrolled Students. It provides 
information about new applicants (or newly screened Wyo grads, OED or Home Schooled 
students) who did not qualify or did not accept the scholarship and includes data 
indicating the reason for non-enrollment. The purpose of this report is to complete the set 
of applicants for the semester being reported; 

+ 

All Students in the Mid Term Non·Enrolled New Applicants file 

All New Students in the Mid Term Enrolled Students file 

New Applicants for the reporting tenn 

The specific elements for this data submission arc listed on pages 34 - 36. 

-- HSP Data 4 Version 1.20 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

3. The End.of.Ter~ Report - Enrolled Students 

The main purpose of this report is for the institutions to submit student performance 
data that is analyzed by the WDE for the statutorily required annual academic progress 
statistics. However, any changes made to individual scholarship amounts during the 
last part of the current semester will be registered and accounted for as an adjustment to 
the last payment for the following semester. 

Students to be included in this report: 
-All students who have initiated the scholarship (in the past or in the current semester), 
whether they received a scholarship during the semester or not, 
·AND have not used up their 8 semester (96 credit hrs) limit, 
-AND are inside of the 6 year deadline 

The specific elements for this data submission are listed on pages 37 - 40. 

Note: The d"e date for the End-ai-Term report seroes as the deadline for s"bmitting Hathaway 
Scholarships granted for the semester. Scholarships reported to the WDE after the end-ai-term due date 
will not be reimb"rsed to the post secondary institution. 

-- !-IS? Data - Version 1.20 Page 17 of43 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

The Data Transfer Path 

The Wyoming Transcript Center (WTC) provides a secure method of transferring sensitive 

student information between the entities that are involved in creating and managing the data. 

Within the path, it is essential to have data quality check points to guarantee that the HSP Data 

Warehouse ultimately receives accurate records with clean data to ensure efficient and precise 

reporting. 

The following page illustrates the flow of information as it originates at the Institutions, passes 

through the Wyoming Community College Commission (if applicable), and ultimately 

~Qwnloaded to the WOE Data Warehouse. Information about the data quality checks follows on 
--~---------------~ -. --.---~----------------

page 20. 

-- f-iSP Data - Vcr;;ifln 1.20 Page 130[4l 
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HATHA WAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM OAT A REPORTING 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTING 

Data Quality Checks 
(Refer to Appendix A starting on page 28 for data element detail) 

Data Elements 

1. All required fields are populated. 
2. Fields are populated with Valid Values only, and consistent with specified format. 
3. There are no duplicate records. 

Relationships Between Elements 

1. High School performance data (HS_GPA, ACT_SCORE, GED_SCORE, 
WORKKEYS_SCORE) supports the scholarship level (SCHOLARSHIP _CATEGORY). 

2. Award Amount (MERLT_AWARD_AMOUNT) is not greater than the amount allowed 
based on the scholarship level and attempted non-remedial hours (A IT _SEM_HRS_ GR 

______ ~ATT5E_~LHRS_NGR). 
3. For each of the -;-rnester hour fi~ld~;~ne[hours-dci norexceea-attempted'nours.- -- ---- - --- - -- -- --
4. Previous semester's Cumulative Data supports the current scholarship level 

(SCHOLARSHIP CATEGORY). 
5. Cumulative data (hours and points) supports the CUMULATIVE_STATUS (if student has 

attended only one institution), unless an appeal was approved. 

Post End-Of-Term Record Updates 

Any change to a student Hathaway record during the semester should be reflected in the End-of· 
Term Report for that semester. 

If there is a change to any Hathaway data element after the End-of-T erm Report was submitted, 
upload to the Wyoming Transcript Center (WTC) the complete Hathaway record(s) (all required 
elements must be included) that contains the changes, and notify the WCCC of the data transfer 
(UW notifies WOE). The same submission process and quality checks applic., to individual record 
transfers. 

-- HSP Data· Version 1.20 Page 20 oH 3 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIPPaQGRAM DATA REPORTING 

.. ~ .. 
, 

The Accounting 

As is mentioned in the Data Reporting Cycle section on pages 10 - 15 , the WOE receives three 
updates from the institutions during any given semester that include scholarship amounts 

awarded, and are provided via these reports discussed in detail on pages 16 - 17; 

1. The Estimate Report 
2. The Mid Term Report - Enrolled Students 
3. The End-of-Term Report - Enrolled Students 

The scholarship information declared in these reports is accounted for in two payments to the 

institutions each semester; 

1. The Prepayment 
2. The Mid Term/Balance Payment 

Special note reaardina the End-of-Term Report: Since the last payment (the Mid Term/Balance 
Payment) for the curtent semester, and the first payment (the Prepayment) for the following 
semester have already been processed by the time this report is due, the amount in this report must 
be carried forward to the second payment (the Mid Term/Balance Payment) for the following 

semester. 

Illustration: 

Fall Semester Reports 

The Estimate Report 
The Mid Term Report 
The End-of-Tenn Report 

See next page for the current accounting SCHlp. 

- I-ISP Data· Version 1.20 

Fall Semester Payments 

The Prepayment I 
The Mid Term/Balance Pavment J 

Spring Semester Payments 

IThe Prepayment I 
IThe Mid Term/Balance Payment J 
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HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAJ\1 DATA REPORTING 

The Student Academic Progress Statistics 

Statute requires that we gauge the counts of Hathaway Scholarship students and their academic 
progress in order to make good recommendations to the legislature on how the program can be 
"adjusted" to optimize the State's return on the scholarship funding. The required information is 
listed in statute and rules and quoted on pages 6 - 9. The data that is analyzed is delivered to the 
WDE via the Mid-Term Report and the End-of-Term Report (p.16 - 17), and the required data 
elements are listed and described in Appendix A starting on page 27. 

Initial HSP Applicants 

The institutions must submit a Hathaway record (based on the required data elements) for each 
applicant, whether the student filled out an application, or was automatically screened by the 
institution. Both enrolled and non-enrolled applicants must be reported. Refer to Appendix B on 
page 42 for an overview on how to qualify an applicant. 

Returning HSP Students 

Fewer data elements are required for students who enrolled in the program prior to the current 
semester. Data such as gender, high school graduation ditte, high school GPA, ACT scores, etc. is 
already on file at the WDE from the institution's initial data submission for these students. Refer 
to the Requirement Indicator field in the data element lists to see what data are required for each 
report, starting on page 31 in Appendix A. 

Hathaway data for students who have lost eligibiliry, but returned to school, must still be 
submitted. These students may regain eligibility in later semesters, so we want to maintain 
continuiry in the semester records for these srudents. 

HSP Students not Returning 

No record needs to be generated and submitted by the institution for an active Hathaway student 
{initiated the scholarship in a prior semester} who is expected to return, but fails to enroll. A gap 
in successive semesters enrolled within the data warehouse is enough information in itself to gauge 
continuous enrollment. 

Refer to pages 24 - 25 for a tabelized view of the statutorily required HSP statistics. 

- HSP Data· Version 1.20 Page23or4~ 
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-......... 
HATHAWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DATA R£poRTING 

Appendices 

Appendix A 

Appendix A contains the current data elements, as well as proposed elements that will take effect 
at the beginning of the 0911 0 school year. 

The Appendix contains four sets of element lists; 

-The Data Element Master List p. 27 
-The Data Elements for the Mid-Term Report, Enrolled Students p. 31 
-The Data Elements for the Mid-Term Report, Non-Enrolled New Applicants p.34 
-The Data Elements for the End-Of-Term Report, Enrolled Students p.37 

L-A_p_p_e_n_d_ix_B ________ --',- - -- - - - - - - -- - u_ 

Appendix B is a flow chart that illustrates the process of qualifying an initial applicant for the 
Hathaway Scholarship. Students that are not placed in the Enrolled "bucket" at the bottom of the 
flowchart are accounted for in the Mid-Term Report for Non-Enrolled New Applicants. 

- HSP Data - Version 1.20 Pag" 2(, of 41 
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repone.LYear folowed by 
FA iorOeall,SPOror .sprng; andSU for 

1200SFAI,.. rail Sl!!mester begiMing in September 2008 
2009SpL:;::: !pring ,~mes:er'beginning inJanuar~·.2009 

igh school I.e.: 

. I , 
WYO GRAD: Wyomilg Hgh 5choolGraduate -I , .. 

OTR·GRAD: EligbleOut-oi'State High School Graduate per.IiI,s. 21-1&--I . 

'IACT composite sc:orel~Of:5AT.score con~erted.to equivalent ACT score) 

. ':'cumumive score' ... po applied math, reading for. information and 

loCati~D information or. WorkKeJ~ tests"· 
GEO"stBndard ~or~' ; 

R 

R_I then 0 

R.Jthen,O 

R_I,then () 

R_lthen 0 

R_lthenO 

R':'I then 0 

R_lthenO 
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Ficldj,ID~~;E~~~iZ~~ki'~~'i!I.~Ri!~;~1 ti.ri~j;1 ;'~~,~!k'!!!l!l~{~ 
. - '''':'; :-'~"!'~~.j,.t";.;~.I~.~":L{~'''·,n.:').":>".!.l'i·:t'~,?#,p!.\~~ '~!n~}" ~'\.~f.!:,!,~,! tr.~~.nformat:~~~ 

19 IHS_GPA INumberl 4 10.00-4.00. 

22 SCHOLARSHIP_CATEGORY Text 

23 IN STRU cr:OOAL_PROGRAM Text 

26 MERrr~AWARD_AMOUNT Number 

27 NEED_AMOUNT Number 

28 ICONSORTIUM TeAt 

29 IATT_SEM_HR5_GR Number 

30 IATT_SEM_H RS_N GR Number 

31 IATT_SEM_HRS_REM Number 

1 11 

2 

7 

7 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 
5 

2 diltts 

0-1600 

0-10000 

TfF 

~ilZ0-~'(~ik?.$-'~~'j~$1i'~~~~;i:;::~I':-;"'3/~:"':~'!t7·'11:;;'.::i7.'i.!~~' '~:.\~~1·*:nj_~~B.~;;~~':~/j,i< 
f~!~lr!~l;j~i:r,~.~~t(t~~'t.~~~.D~!S.-:D~1r).I~m).~~£:tr~.((~@b~~i;;;t~SJ~fl~:~ 
~.,~li.,'~,,:"?:-!.~:~!l:2-!fI:"Y{Le".-t\:,~l,"~:~}q';:rI:'5~?f~~;'~"'??'!i1:. \!.:.::'r'>;;:~~' . ,~ '", 

"Grade point ave-ri!iR!''' or'''GPA'' means the.riumbered grade average 

calculated using a 4.0 scale 

The studentsle\'e I of m~rit stholarsh ip for the semester being reported. 

1'= HONORS 

2 = PERFORMANCE 

3.= OPPORTUNI1Y 

5;:: OPPORTUNITY PROVISIONAL 

NCES CIP family_Code (the first two digits of the CIP code) te.: 

09 =. Communication.ijournaiism,.and Related Programs 

14= Engineering 

TIlis is a text data type to ensure leading "0"5 are.captured 
HSP award amount. -:can be zero - NOT BLANK 

HSP need based."amo~nt - can be lero ·'NOT BLANK 

ts the stUi::lent cDnc:ur~e':ltlv e~.mlled in 2' or mor:e H~hawav eligible 
institutions'? 

T = True 

F;:: False 

Credit' Hours Enrolted: non-remedial; ,A - F grade outcome courses 

Credit Hours Enrolled; non-remedi~l: P/F; S/U, or sim ilar grade outcome 

courses 
Credit Hours Enrolled: remedial 

:.Reqidrement. 
i)}qndl~t~; !f1~ 
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2 Te)l.t 

3 COLLEGE_tD Tekt 

4 \COLLEGE TeKt 
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I 

I 

DATA. ElEMENTS FOR THE MID-TERM REPORT •• " - , • "I ..:... • • 

- NON~ENROllEDNEWAPPLICANTS . ' .... I t 

DCiJdlinc for; subrnittillg"' this.i-:part, 
CummunltyCollesvs; to weec within 30-d.ws-of the cOII1l'umcement-o~.lhe semester 

:' . f',' . 

Univer5ity 01 Wyoming: to WDt.within.45-d4:!vs of the wmmerm:~l1lent ofthe·st!ftlester 
I . 

TIUi":r{~lIuwiIlH ~·;,;ILlIP.~_i~\(_lk~,i~ if ~pulatk_'f? ~Jf k;_O:I:J~, p~~liL:Ul,ilr np.hJ js,I~\Jilttd 01 up'.'ullal. p~ lilt! lul!uwilL.:;; l:u:hH,: R :: ntllulnd; 0 ::-
()ptillilollit R) '"' r·:!QlJif~d.jf c:lfcnt :~i.'currcd;-:R-I then O'=J!!~Uirt::!d C1n.l~.c rJl'S(.n'lld,scl,hcstci..r.!p.olt(orrcspandire to colc·h..sludcn['s 
i n i~ iJ I. JPpl~~ ~!o.n., 0. Pti'~:~;JU~r :sub.~:¢q'.lfl. n( ~~PQ r:ti ne JJ~rl.o ~.' . . . . . 

7 

4 

9"digits 

1150015 

1750003 

1550016 
11950017 

NINe 

provided by 'the_stude~t;:This . 
.by·Ul.e ,institution 

text data type to 

. of the post secondary eligible 
institution' assigned,bv WDE:·:This is ii' text:data type ,to e,~5Ure leading . 

. I .... • .. • .' " 

"OilS are,.i:~p~ured. 
015oo~q=UW 

1350011. = cc , 
0750012:='CWC 

0850013 = EWe 

11500:15 = LCee 

175oo!B = NWCC (Sheridan) r ',. i 

1550016 .. = NWe (Po,~.lI) 
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6 

7 

'8' 

9 

10 
11 
1Z 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

._. _ .. -

" "~~,·:.t~;::·~~'!::;·~-··~"'~~··~~j""",3· 'Datai ~:"~;n~"iI 

Data Element/Field Name :t",.r~g.:::"., h~~ . ",/ 'l:::? (~h" .'"*:;;tf ';;', •.. :.~: J'·:'-t:-';;'4"'l;,:!' Type;, ~. ._! 1." 

SEMESTER Text 6 

LA5T_NAME Text 60 
F1RST.:..NAME Text 15 
MIDDLE_NAME Text 15 
NAME SUffI); Text B 

DATE OF BIRTH Text 8 
GENDER Text 1 
HS_Cm' Text eo 

HS_ID Text 7 

HS_GRAD_DATE Text 6 

HS_GRAD_TYPE Text 8 

ACT_SCORE Number 2 

WORKKEYS_SCDRE Number 2 

GED_SCORE Number 3 

HS_GPA Number 4 

. --- ---- --

'Walld Values Z':i 
!~~ft~~;'~1f~(;1~~1~rtr~~~ti;'~~~~~~1r~~¥1\~~1~fj' 1t!I ...• f:'!1.~:;1~lf!jJr.j1 

.r.r,' .',;.-~,~ Forma t:w ~_;{i1;1 
'('(YYFA The semester or term: tor which data is belng reported. Year folowed by 
YVYV5P semester code. Semester codes: ·FA for fall, SP for sprhg, and SU for 
VYVVSU summer 

2008FA =- taIl semester beginning in September 1008 

20D9SP = ~rjnlil semes:er beginning in January 2009 
20Q9SU ;- ~ummer term beginning in June 2009 

Name charaaers Student'S ta!Z nClTle 

N arne character 5 Student's fi'& nCfYle 

Name characters Student's mjdd~ nall]e 

Name c.haracters . Gener!3tDnal indicator. i.e. Sr, Jr, III 

'('(YYMMDD Student's date of birth 
F, M"lI Student's Gender: F·Female, M·Male, U·Unknown 
"name" Name of theeky of tt:ae high school I.e.: 
"namel_name2:~ 

Casper 
Rock_Sprngs 

"0000000" WDE assigned ",hooflD 

YYVYMM High schoolgraduat~n date, year and month onty in format YYYVMM (or 

correspondine datefc:'r_5tUdents ~arnjng GEOs or receiving home-based 
education) 

WYD_GRAO High,Schoo! Graduation Type. Element needed to gaU£e performance bV 

OrR_GRAD qualification 

HOME WYO_GRAD =.Wvomng Htih SchoOl Graduate 

GEO OTR_GRAD:: Eiigeie Out-of~State High School Graduate per VII.S. 21-16-

i303c 
0-36 ACT composite score '(or SAT score converted to equ.rvalent ACT score) 

0- 20 "cumumive score.;.: on 'applied math, reading for, information and 
locatin!! information'~'WorkKevs'test5" 

0-800 GEO ~andard ~ore ! 

ij,Do - 4, Do ~Grade point average;'i or-"GPA" meansrhe numbered grade ~erage 

--_._-- --- calculated usin" _ClA_.O s::a1e. 
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W y·O MIN G 

HATHAWAY 
_].(.1 4' , " .1.]': SUa ... ~ 

"' .. J. ·t:~I1~.~ A .• ~~'''' 

. ~ "'1' ,:); .. ~\ J<r. '~~'!f!,r:;}l~~h~ic{i;:N·~~:';~~0.1 ,;Data . 
Field.# Data Eleni~t;fleld,Name " ",w"'; ~""'. "i',' '."~\"':I~'!,-!:Y.'Y~;?;"::_'·;~';~~I:.-~:'f':i;'.;P~'t.! ~TYpe;; 

1 W'SER_ID Text 

2 I,SN Text 

3 COllEGUD Te)lt 

DATA ElEMENTS fOR THE END-Of-TERM REPORT 

- ENROLLED STUDENTS -
Ocadline fOf~Ubmittifl1! Ihi!),report; 
Cornrnur;ily ,Collegci:,ri)II:Jo WC~C wilhin 6U d~ys of the end of the semester 

'.l:jpriniJ: 'to wect within 30 nays ot.thp. ancl 01 thF.! ·.H~lnp.;<;ter 

.University of Wyoming: fall: to.WDEv.'ithin 70:d.~ oIlt,..nd orthe ,.n''''t.r 
. -Spring: to _WlJt::,~ithin. 40 days of-the'~nd of the semester 

I he fuUu,· .. ir~ v:::Iluc::. imilL:.II! ,illlU[J:Jlctiu"j oi- t!;'H:h pal .iL:t.lld~_fi<f!ld h r~q:Jilt!tJ ur upliuluil. fJ~1 lh~ rulluwin~.luL1t!~: fl - I~'lllil~ti; 0 -

o~ti<)I~.lI:·: rq = :re:qu:rcd jf e .. ,crt occurred; n:, thell;) ~ required tin t.he: tirst M,ld s~Mcs.ter re:Jort-c:orre:spcncllng to eJch ~1:Jdent'~ 
iritial a~plic3tiOIl, QP:ional for.5'Jlm~qllent reportirg period~, . 

~~~ 
s 

9 

7 

~;~ VaDd Va lues -, H1111 Vj.N~,I;\.~~~~l""l'~~;;;-I!J :'~~:H -J;:;~~":'\~(l/":;r'p::<i-:;!.":--';i. }'T<-~;r,~~:t.':'i:,;~ . j,:;~'~. ·!.;,;":pt; •• - ~t,-:; . \! .... ,i~+:'-· . 

t~tg~).%~~1fu~t~l~~: _~~~:~41~~~1~}~~t~~~~~~$~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;)[~A~~ 
a-digits IThe WOE a-digftstate assigned student record identifier. (Institutions 

'i~t~~~~~,~~, 
"."indleatot:H 

will be required to.provide WISER ID to WOE starting F-a1l2007 for WY Hsi R 

9-diglts no dashes 

0150010 

1350011 

0750012 

0850013 

1150015 

1750003 

1550016 

1950017 

graduates) 

Social Security N um.be:r (SSN) or unique identifier used by the institution 
when SSN was not proVided bV the student. This isa text data type to I R 
ensure leading "O"s'are t;aptured. 

The college ident!fi~t~n number of the post secondary eligible 

institution as5ig.ned:b~' WOE. This is a text data type to ensure lead ing 

~O"s are captured~ 
0150010= UW 

1350011 = CC 
0750012 ;;: ewe 
0850013 = EWe 

1150015 = Leee 

1750000 = NWCC (S,heridan) 
1550016 = N~VC (Powell) 
1950017 = WWCC 
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5 I SEMESTER I 

13 I HS_ID 

1 

14 IH,_GRAD DATE I 

- ;1 ••••• 

EWe. 

Leee 
NWCC 

NWe 

wiNce 

Text I 5 IVVVVfA 

Tex!· , 50 'j"name:' 

Text 

1 
7 

1"000000<I' 

Text I 6 IVYVV""M 

,-, ,,' -., ._!f'f'· 

CWC;='_C~ritral wvom~ng'College :c 
~ 

EWC=.Eastern WYom!ng,College 0 X 
> 

LCCC =-laramie cOuntY -Community CoUege ~ 
I , . > 

NWCC =-,~orth West. ~mrnunit'{ College ,<~~erid"f1) < 

'" NWC ;~.o~w~5t..CoI~g.(Pow.lI) 
n 
X 
0 
>: 

IThe'semester or te{ID ifaf,'which data l5 being r.epone~. Year followed bV , a 
X 

FA for fall, SPfor .. spring, and su for ~ .. 
~ 

R g 
beginl"!ing ir:" Septembe~ lOCS ~ 

2009 ~ 

" ~ ,. 
~ 
~ 
;:j 
~ 
Cl 

", ", 

I 0 
I-Male;'U:-Unknown 0 

IName ofthe.'citv of the' high'school I.e_: 

I Hoc~~pring. ~ 
·0 

\H,ilh sChool graduatio~ dat~; vear-and month 911,tv ir:"format YYYYMM 
students earning G Eo!i 6r re~~b1g.h!Jme-based 0 

, -, -, -, ,-, - " , . " 
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1;;0 

tiS_GRAD3YPE 

16 ACT_SCORE 

17 INORKKEYS_SC.ORE 

18 IGED SCORE 

19 IHS GPA 

21 I SEM ESTER_ST ATUS 

22 ISCHOLARSHIP _CATEGORY 

23 liN STRU CTION AL]ROGRAM 

24 IDEGREE 

25 I GRAD_DATE 

wvn r,QAn 

HOME 

GED 

Number 2 0·36 

Number 2 0' 20 

I Numberl 3 10· BOO 

I Number! 4 10.00 ··4.00 

I I 170 

Telet 1 1 
2 

3 

1 

Text 

1 

2 12 dgit. 

Text 4 SA, AA. CERT; etc· 

Text 6 

Hiah <::,.hnnl c::,.;wj'll'Iotinn.Tun ... · 1=1 ........ nt" n ............. tn. a::o, '''' ....... rf ........ :on .... h .. 

WYO"-GRAD;::: Wvo~ing,High School Graduate 

OTR_GRAD = EligibJe oui·of-Staie High School Graduate per IV.S.21-1&-

i303c 

ACT composite score (or SAT score converted to e~uivalent ACT score) 

"cumUlative score-. 1, on applied math, reading fa r. information and 

I GED standard 5COre 

1"Grade Doint a\"fra2e" or "GPA" means the numbered grade average 

PO" COMPLETED SEMESTER 

= WITHDRAW Isee page 41 lor more detail I :;: REGAIN EUGIBJUlY.ATTEMPT 

= POST INITIAToON DEfERMENT (."rolled) 

The' Students-level ~f merit scholarship for the semester being reported. 

1= HONORS 

= PERfORMANCE: 

::: OPPORTU N fn 
:·OPPORTUNITY PROVIS!ONAL 

INCES CIP Family Code (the iirst two digits of the CIP code) I.e.: 

:: Commun itatio". Journalism. and Related Programs 

degree Is com 
Grad Date codes: 'FA for fall, SP for,spring, and SU for summer 

2009FA ~ fall ~mdtei b~ginhing in SePtem·ber'.2009 

2010SP.·=':sprihg: 5eTested;egirining irdanu'aPj 2010 
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28 

29 

36 

31 

3B 

39 

40 

1 

CONSORTIUM T~xt 

ATI_SEM_HRS_GR Number 2 

,-- -----

IGPA_QJM_HRS_GR INumberl 2 

EARNED CUM HRS_NGR 

I EARNED_QJM_ HRS_REM I Number I 2 

IEARNED_CUM]fS I Number I 6 

I CUMU LATlVE.:.STATUS I Text I 3 

insl:itutials? 
" ' :t 

> I R ~ 
T:=True x 

" 

> 
f ;; Faisr: ~ 
Creditil:-lolSs Enrolk:~:,non-remedB\ 'A - F: grade outcome (ourses 

~ 

~ 
R n 

I x 
0 

Enrolled: non-remedel' P/F;:,S/U. or,similar grade outcome 
R 

~ 
~ x 
~ .. 
~ 

Courses I 
R I g 

~ 
'" > 

R ~ 

'" m 

R ~ 

~ 
I '1 Cum ii.lcitrle'-dr-~itlh~urs-'Earile d {or."nort-tenjed,aL A- 'F i:~ ade·earned, 0 

CUfTluli!tiw GPA R 

since ini~ion ofthe~Hathaway_scholarsh'p 
. Cumulative.CreaIt.HQur3d:arned non-remedia~'S or.P'grade ()I.J _ 

,~, ~ 
'ICumulat;"e'C .. d~ H9ursEar""dremedioHlorlhis Inst~uticn)'since in~illi:ion R 

'I Cumulative GPAlQ~litV. pts. EDflled: 'non-remedial, A:f grade earned 
since initiation of the tjothaway sCholarship R 

Isc.c,~~gC:4}J~r-:mqr\,\dctail, 
'100 400~ IN ELIGIBLE (WA HRS 

500 500 ~ INELtGIei.~:GPA SAP: ·:t· - , .. ' -'.-', .. : i 

R 1600 600= INEUGI61E'HRSSAP 

100 

750 1150~ IN ELlGIBLECOOTINUOUS ENRa.lMENT 

115 

BOO 
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NON_ENROLLM ENT_REASON 

SEM ESTER_STATUS 

CUM ULATNE_STATUS 

100 INELIGIBLE GPA 

200 INEliGIBLE HRS 

300 U4ElIGIBLE SAP 

400 INELIGiBLE GPA HRS 

I 500 H<ElIGIBLE GPA SAP 

I 600 INElIGIBLE HR5 SAP 

700 INELIGIBLE GPA HRS SAP 

750 INELiGIBLECONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 

775 REDUCED TO OPPORTUNITY 

gOO 

""!:. 

does not meet non, 

selective service, 'loa05 and aid. legal, etc.) per 

scores 

Enrolled Student, received sdlolarship, and received a grade in at least one non-remedial dass. 

fOr 

Enrolled student; nat _ellgibe next semester, dueto not meeting the GPA requirements ONLY 

EnrolJed student; net el~ibe next semester due to not meeting credit hour requirements 

Enrolled student; not eligibe next semester due to not meeting other (non-credit hour) SAP 
requirements as defined bv\he institution ONLY: ( ..... ~ meeting S'Udl other.critera as 
estabJish~ bV the eigit!'l~ institu~ion to e!'SUre the Student'earns hi; degree, or certificate h a 

requtement5 AND not 

due to ~t meeting GPA requrements AND not 

requ%r'ements AN 0 

I 
Enrolled student; not eligible next semester dueto not meeting GPA requremetltsAND not 

meetin£ credit hour feQ.uirememsAND not meeting other {non-credit hell) SAP requ!rements 

tonot Of more 

ocp.er1ormance dropped to due 

year, but won an 

. ,~r:;':.t;.:' 
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HATHAWAY SCHOlARSHIP PROGRAM DATA REPORTlSG 

Hathaony Scholarship o.ta Repoltlng 
NON_ENROLLMENT_REASON D.ta Bement 
F/owch4Jrt 
2Q08-08.15 - Wyoming Department of Education 
P4Jge 1 • Cue: In/ri., Appflcarion 

Appendix B 

Student appll for miSsion to UW or a 

Case; Initial Application 
Hathaway Scholarship 

EUGfBILlTY STATUS data 
reporting value determination 
tor students in the semester 
of their INITIAL application 

, , , 
VVyoming Community College (and application is 

" determined to be the student's initial Iicatlon 

'Initial Application" 
definition: the student 

cannot be identified as 
having previously been incltlded 

in Hathaway Scholarship 
reporting via postsecondary 

institution checks of their 0'NI'1 
records, communications across 
institutions, and referencing the 

\NDE managed data 
clearinghouse (availability not yet 

determined) 

No 

NO reporting 
requirements for 
these students 

HSP Data - Version 1.20 

, 
'- -, 

No 

Student aa:epte 
for admiSSion to 

attend the 
postsecondary 

institution? 

Yes 

, , , , , 
UW or a CC automatically 
initiates determination of 
Hathaway ScholarShip 

Eligibility for all students 

Institution initiated automatic 
determination is requir~ to ensure 

comparable reporting across 
institutions in compliance wtth 

statutory reporting requirements 
(see page 2 of this document 

for statutory reference) 

, , , 
/ 

"--- ----­ "----._-

No 

Student 
demonstrates 

VVyoming residency 
perW.S.21-16-

303(b)(i 

Student 
graduated 

from an eligible high 
school per W.S. 21-16-

1303(b)(iii)(A) or met out-ofstate 
high school criteria 

per WS. 21·16-
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for students 10 pursue a rigorous curriculum 
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eligible institution; 
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To remind the reader of our tools before heading into Step I of the logistic narrative: For the 
high school curriculum components of the analysis we have a composite variable called 
HSCURRQ, and four variables set forth in Part II above describing discrete components of 
HSCURRQ that we can test as proxy measures for the composite-highest level of mathematics, 
science momentum (a combination of highest math and core laboratory science credits), foreign 
language credits, and number of Advanced Placement courses. In a moment all these will appear 
in a correlation matrix that will provide a preview of how they might play out in multivariate 
analyses. 

For our other performance measures, we bring forward from Part II a quintile presentation of the 
student's high school class ranklGPA, and a quintile presentation of senior year test scorc. 

Academic Resources 

The original Tool Box advanced a notion explored and developed by Karl Alexander of Johns 
Hopkins and his associates in numerous exemplary contributions to the research literature: A 
student's academic background was far more important than demographic variables such as 
gender, race/ethnicity, family composition, and socioeconomic status in relation to test 
performance (Alexander and Pallas 1984), entering higher education (Thomas, Alexander, and 
Eckland 1979), and, in one study, degree completion (Alexander, Riordan, Fennessey and Pallas 
1982), How does one reflect a composite idea of "academic background" of students coming out 
of high school and into postsecondary education? The key measure of Academic Resources (or 
ACRES, as the original Tool Box variable was called in order to elicit the idea of academic 
cultivation), combined curricular record, academic performance (class ranklGPA) as an indicator 
of student effort, and an external measure in the form of performance on tests of general learned 
abilities. These three components, as we have seen, are set out in quintiles. To get a 
preliminary idea of their relative strength in relation to bachelor's degrec completion and to 
equalize the conditions of judging degree-completion rates by performance quintiles, table 9 
takes all on-time high school graduates in 1992 and indicates the percentage who completed a 
bachelor's degree by December 2000 by quintile of each of the three components of Academic 
Resources. To be included in table 9, the student's record had to contain positive values for all 
three components. 

Table 9 offers some hints of what multivariate analysis will confirm. Compared to the 
distributions for academic curriculum intensity and class ranklGPA, the test score quintile 
variable yields weaker degree completion rates in its highest two quintiles. This is a clear sign 
that the test score quintile will not have as strong an association with degree completion as the 
curriculum and performance factors. At first glance, it looks as if class ranklGPA will be fairly 

"dependable, but it has one minor bump. The reader is directed in table 9 to the percentage of 
eventual bachelor's recipients from the lowest quintile of class ranklGPA (13 percent) compared 
to the percent of bachelor's degree completers in the lowest quintile of test scores and academic 
curriculum (about 9 percent in both cases). The differences are statistically significant in a 
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descriptive account such as that of table 9, but how meaningful they turn out to be must await a 
multivariate context. In the meantime, one would posit that the class ranklGPA measure may not 
prove as strong as the curriculum measure. 

Table 9. Percentage of on-time 1992 high school graduates who continued their education 
in any postsecondary institution who completed bachelor's degrees by December 
2000, by quintile performance in the three component variables of Academic 
Resources 

Percent completing bachelor's degree 

Population Quintiles of Academic Resources components 

All on-time 1992 
high school graduates 
who continued to 
postsecondary 
education at any time 

Highest Second 

Curriculum 81.7 (1.50) 60.5 (2.14) 35.5 (1.93) 
Class ranklGPA 78.8 (1.47) 59.1 (2.24) 40.3 (2.1 I) 
Senior test score 74.9 (1.72) 53.9 (1.92) 37.2 (2.16) 

NOTES: Standard errors are in parentheses. Weighted N ~ 1.6M. 

Fourth 

23.4 (1.99) 
25.7 (2.16) 
26.7 (2.41) 

Lowest 

8.7 (1.37) 
13.0 (1.94) 
8.9 (1.31) 

SOURCE: National~Centerfor~Education~Statistics:-NEtS:88/2000~PostsecondaryTranscripfFiles (NCES 2003: ~ - - -
402 and Supplement). 

A multivariate analysis involving these variables, in fact, confirms our suspicions, and its results 
are presented in table 10. The model is the foundation for construction of the composite variable, 
Academic Resources, and is derived from ratios of the standardized beta estimates of the three 
high school performance indicators produced by a logistic regression with bachelor's degree 
attainment as the dependent variable and no controls (the logistic regression itself can be found 
in Appendix L, table L 7). The change in these ratios between those for the High School Class of 
1982 and those for the High School Class of 1992, while still leaving academic curriculum with 
the highest weight, narrows the gap between curriculum and performance, and lowers the 
strength oftest scores as a component of Academic Resources. Given the differences in overall 
participation in the variable, i.e., the proportion of 12th-graders for whom all three components 
have positive values, some of the change may be an artifice of the NELS:88/2000 data set. But 
the principal message is one observed when commenting on the change in the distribution of 
students by highest level of mathematics studied in high school: The higher the average level of 
mathematics attainment, the more student effort, reflected in grades, will count. This theme wiJl 
continue to play out when our story crosses the matriculation line into postsecondary education; 
and it was one of the principal points made by Desjardins, McCall, Ahlburg and Moye (2002) in 
their critique of the original Tool Box study. 
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When using all three measures--curriculum, class rank, and ACT test score-in a traditional 
linear analysis predicting first-year college grades, Pike and Saupe (2002) found curriculum to 
be the strongest, though their curriculum variable was dichotomous (students either meeting or 
not meeting the entrance specifications for a selective state university), which would naturally 
increase its power. Even when they introduced indirect effects of high school characteristics 
--control (private/public), size, mean ACT score of students, and mean proportion of students 
who attended the university-the parameter estimates for this curriculum variable were 
significantly greater than those for test scores or class rank. While The Toolbox Revisited is not 
in the business of predicting first-year grades, it is gratifying to note research that has similar 
respect for the propulsive power of course of study. 

Table 10. Component weights of the high school Academic Resources variable for 1982 
12th-graders and 1992 12th-graders who presented positive values for 
all three components 

Components of Academic Resources 

Academic curriculum intensity 
ClassranklGPA 
Senior test score 

NOTE: Columns will add to 1.00. 

1982 12th-graders 

.41 

.30 

.29 

1992 12th-graders 

.42 

.33 

.25 

SOURCES: High School & Beyond/Sophomore cohort (NCES 2000-194), and NELS:88/2000 Postsecondary 
Transcript Files (NCES 2003-402 and Supplement). 

A second message bears repeating from its formulation in the original Tool Box: Student effort in 
curriculum participation and performance over the three years of high school (grades 10 to 12) 
reflected in the transcript data is worth considerably more than performance on a three-hour test 
on a Saturday morning. Test scores are a natural consequence of the academic intensity of 
curriculum and quality of student effort reflected in grades, and the weakening position of the 
test score variable in the ACRES configuration for the NELS:88/2000 cohort is a natural 
outcome of improvements in academic curriculum participation of the post-A Nation at Risk era. 

Correlations 

Now that we have all the precollegiate variables explained and in place, the process of bringing 
zoom and macro lenses of multivariate analysis to bear begins. The first stage sets forth a 
correlation matrix of precollegiate academic variables including three outcomes: on-time high 
school graduation, basic postsecondary "access," and bachelor's degree completion. Table II 
presents the Pearson's r results. Some of these correlations are weak, suggesting that one or both 
of the variables in question will not add to the explanatory power of a logistic regression. On­
time high school graduation, for the most noted example, is not related to anything (this was also 
true in the parallel correlation matrix in the original Tool Box). Other relationships are not 
surprising, e.g., Advanced Placement has almost no bearing on entering postsecondary education 
(96.7 percent [s.e. ~ 1.48] of NELS 12th-graders with any AP courses entered the postsecondary 
sphere, versus 75.9 percent [s.e. ~ 1.01] of those with no AP course work). 
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Table 11. 

CURRQ 

APCRS 

HMATH 

SCIMOM 

FLAN 

RANK 

TEST 

ONTIME 

PSENT 

BACHELOR'S 

Correlations of major preCOllege Academic Resources variables and high school 
graduation status, college entry, and bachelor's degree attainment by December 2000 
for 1992 12th-graders 

Curriculum 
intensity AP 
quintile courses 

Highest 
math 
(5 levels) 

CURRO) (APCRS) 'HMATH) 

----. 0.368 0.777 

----- 0.438 

-----

0.524 0.319 0.538 

Science Foreign 
momentum language 
(3 levels) (3 levels) 
SCIMOMl FLANl 

0.774 0.645 

0.366 0.270 

0.869 0.519 

----. 0.489 

-----

0.530 0.451 

Class Senior 
ranklGPA test 
quintile quintile 

On-time 
HS grad, 
standard 
diploma 

Post­
secondary 
entry 

(RAN~ TESn 'ONTIME) (J'SENT) 

0.572 0.581 0.167' 0.352 

0.326 0.317 0.050' 0.11 I' 

0.618 0.634 0.124' 0.301 

0.594 0.578 0.118' 0.279 

0.430 0.510 0.146' 0.338 

---- 0.566 0.185' 0.298 

----- 0.138' 0.313 

----- 0.168' 

-----
0.493 0.469 0.129' 0.332 

NOTE: All eStimates except those noted with an astensk are statistically signIficant at p<.05 or better. 
SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics: NELS:88/2000 Postsecondary Transcript Files (NCES 2003-402 and 

__ Supplement). _____ --- - - -- - -- - - - --- ---- ------ - -- - -- - -- ----- - ---,,-----
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True to its position in the construction of the composite academic curriculum intensity variable 
(abbreviated here as CURRQ), in fact, Advanced Placement does not exhibit as strong a 
correlation with the composite as do the mathematics, science momentum, and foreign language 
components. Why? Because AP is invoked as a sorting criterion in only six of those 31 levels of 
academic curriculum intensity (see Appendix F), while highest mathematics is invoked in 25 
levels, foreign languages in 18, and core laboratory science or all science in 30. Common sense 
says that we will find higher correlations of these other components with the composite 
curriculum variable. 

But among those other components, the correlation between the hi hest level of mat matics and K 
science momentum (which includes Ig est mat in its definition) is so strong (0.869) as to set 
'off collinearitv bells. The clear message is to use only one of them in any multivariate analysis. If-

- The highest level oT mathematics was dropped because the variable represents only one 
curricular area, whereas SCIMOM carries two. Likewise, following Pedhazur's (1982) rules of 
thumb for identifying potential collinearity problems from correlations, table II advises thatL 
we use the high school academic curriculum index, we should not invoke either highest level of 
math or science momentum In the same multivariate model. ~ 
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The only other observations of the correlation matrix of table 11 worth special attention are: 

• 

• 

When bachelor's degree completion is the reference point, the relative 7f 
correlations of the curriculum, class ranklGPA, and test score variables are in 
roughly the same relationship observed in the more complex construction of the 
composite Academic Resources variable: Curriculum exhibits the strongest 
correlation, followed by class ranklGPA, followed by test score. 
However, when the referent variable is simply entering postsecondary education, 
(a) the correlation coefficients are much lower, and (b) the test score variable is 
slightly stronger than class ranklGP A. 

The bottom line of these two conclusions: What counts for completion will be more potent than~ 
what counts for mere entrance (the "easy part," in the words of Venezia, Kirst, and Antonio, / 
2003). 

Step 1: The First Logistics 

In the commentaries and critiques of these aspects of the original Tool Box, two potent questions 
were raised: 

I) Is a composite variable such as Academic Resources, a variable that yokes together 
very different types of measures (a basically qualitative curriculum index, class rank and 
GPA, test score), as convincing as these measures taken separately in any multivariate 
account of degree completion (Desjardins, McCall, Ahlburg, and Moye 2002)? 

2) Unlike class ranklGPA and senior test score, the academic curriculum intensity 
variable is built from components, some of which are high profile in their own right, e.g., 
Advanced Placement and highest level of mathematics reached in high school. If we 
substitute the major components for the composite in an account of degree completion, 
will they be as convincing? 

In light of these questions, three distinct ways of setting up the first step in the progression of 
logistic analyses that lead us to appreciate what makes a difference (and how much of a 
difference) in completing a bachelor's degree for students who attended a four-year college at 
any time were explored. The first step covers both student demographics and high school 
performance. 

What happens to all those demographic variables in the "demography only" logistic oftable 3 
when these three competing approaches were tried out? With the exception of gender, 
race/ethnicity, and becoming a parent by age 20, the minute the high school performance 
variables enter, the demographic variables disappear. Taken individually, none of them-first 
postsecondary generation status, second language dominant, recent immigrant status, family 
income, number of siblings, and urbanicity of community in which the student's high school was 
located-meet the statistical criteria for either entering or staying in the logistic models 
employed in this study. But two of these variables, family income and level of parents' 
education, play dominant roles in the construct of socioeconomic status, which itself more than 
qualifies for the logistic treatment. 
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Executive Summary 

The Toolbox Revisited is a data essay that follows a nationally representative cohort of students 
from high school into postsecondary education, and asks what aspects of their formal schooling 
contribute to completing a bachelor's degree by their mid-20s. The universe of students is 
confined to those who attended a four-year college at any time, thus including students who 
started out in other types of institutions, particularly community colleges. 

The core question, data source, and legacy 

The core question is not about basic "access" to higher education. It is not about persistence to 
the second term or the second year following postsecondary entry. It is about completion of 
academic credentials-the culmination of opportunity, guidance, choice, effort, and commitment. 

To answer the question, The Toolbox Revisited uses the most recently completed of the national 
grade-cohort longitudinal studies conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics. 
This study, known as the NELS:88/2000, began with a national sample of eighth-graders in 
1988. They were scheduled to be in the 12th grade and graduate from high school in 1992. 
They were followed through December 2000. In addition to regular interviews with these 
students, the data set on which this essay draws includes the critical components of high school 
and college transcripts, and the transcript data are the principal sources for the academic history 
observed. 

The Toolbox Revisited was designed as a replication of a noted previous study published by the 
U.S. Department of Education, Answers in the Tool Box: Academic intensity, Attendance 
Patterns, and Bachelor's Degree Attainment (1999), hereinafter referred to as "the original Tool 
Box," which based its analysis on a national cohort of high school students who were scheduled 
to graduate in 1982, and who were followed through 1993. The question naturally arose as to 
whether the hypotheses and analyses based on that cohort's history would hold up in the story of 
the slightly overlapping 1992-2000 period. 

We have learned a great deal in a very short time from numerous initiatives of states and private 
foundations to prepare high school students better for higher education, and from major federal 
stimuli under the No Child Lej/ Behind legislation to jump start the process of academic 
momentum prior to high school. One of the reasons for examining the academic history of the 
NELS:8812000 cohort is that its students attended high school after the wave of reforms in the 
1980s that followed the critique of U.S. education offered by the seminal report, A Nation at Risk 
(1983), and, hence, may provide some clues as to the likely outcomes of current reform efforts. 

Much has changed in other ways, too, since the High School Class of 1982 (the subjects of the 
original Tool Box) moved through their scheduled 12th grade and through postsecondary 
education. A dramatically higher proportion of high school seniors of all race/ethnicity groups 
continue their education, though access gaps remain (Wirt et al. 2005, indicator 22). 
Postsecondary attendance patterns among traditional-age students have become far more 
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complex, with nearly 60 percent of undergraduates attending more than one institution, and 35 
percent of this group crossing state lines in the process; community college transfer rates rising 
nearly 10 percentage points; one out of eight undergraduates based in four-year institutions using 
community colleges to fill in pieces of their curriculum, and another eight percent "swirling" 
back and forth between the four-year and two-year sectors. Dual-enrollment while in high 
school, credit-by-examination, and use of summer terms all added to the dynamic mix of time 
and space that marked student pathways in thel990s. 

With all this change, we still measure something called "college graduation rates" with 
anachronistic formulas that do not track students through increasingly complex paths to degrees. 
As a result, we do not understand what is really going on. The dominant language 
accompanying analyses bemoaning putatively low graduation rates is a language of "attrition," 
with students labeled "at risk" or "minimally college-qualified," and leaking out of "pipelines." 

This study looks at student histories derived from transcript records in a different way and with a 
different tone. It follows the student, not the institution, because it is the student's success that 
matters to families-and to the nation. It allows the maximum length of postsecondary time for 
the High School Class of 1992, 8.5 years, for students to earn degrees no matter how many 
institutions they attend. It notes that if the history of the Class of 1982 were truncated at 8.5 
years, there has been a decent improvement in bachelor's degree attainment among non­
incidental students (those who earned more than 10 credits, i.e. "made a go of it") who attended a 
four-year college at any time (from 60 to 66 percent). It is natural to ask how this happened, to 
identify the moments and aspects of schooling that may have made a difference, and to reflect on 
what might make the most difference in the future for narrowing degree-completion gaps by 

- -- - race/etlinicity.- Iiftlfanask, The ToolboxRevisitedlooksfortlie features6facademichistofy"thilf 
are realistically subject to change by institutions whose principal business is the generation, 
preservation, and dissemination of knowledge. While acknowledging that for degree-completion 
rates to improve, students themselves must respond, and that their response does not occur in a 
vacuum, the features of student histories that are the domain of this inquiry do not include social 
and psychological variables attendant on the passage from adolescence to adulthood. 
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It is important to note that, as was the case for the original Tool Box, the student universe for 
The Toolbox Revisited constitutes roughly half who reach the 12th grade (table I). It does not 
include students who failed to graduate from high school, those who earned General Education 
Diplomas (GEDs), those who had not enrolled in any postsecondary institution by the age of26, 
and those who entered the postsecondary system but never attended a bachelor's degree-granting 
institution. The resulting demographics are slightly more female, slightly less minority, less with 
a second language background, and a higher socioeconomic status distribution than the cohort as 
a whole (table 2). 

Organization 

We learned from critiques of the original Tool Box to sort the chronology of events with greater 
care. There are seven steps in the analysis of The Toolbox Revisited, each of which involves a 
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collection of variables that are investigated in terms of the degree to which they help us explain 
bachelor's degree completion for the population of students under investigation: 

Step I: Demographic background and high school history 
Step 2: Postsecondary entrance (timing and type of institution) 
Step 3: First postsecondary year history (curriculum and performance) 
Step 4: Factors of financing postsecondary education in the early years 
Step 5: Postsecondary attendance patterns 
Step 6: Extended postsecondary history (curriculum and performance) 
Step 7: Final model, with complete academic history 

This essay also takes an important pause outside the steps of the core statistical model to 
consider the characteristics of student progress through the second year following postsecondary 
entry. 

As each step of the statistical model of student history is set forth, it is pointed out where the 
results are similar to the findings of the original Tool Box with its earlier population, and where 
they diverge. All seven steps are subsequently assembled together in one place (table 29) so that 
the reader can observe the factors that have consistently contributed to degree completion. 

Principal Stories and Guidance 

This executive summary offers themes, highlights, and implications of the data for those who 
comment on secondary and higher education and make decisions about institutional or system 
policy--editorial writers, legislators, researchers, education administrators. 

Two national longitudinal studies, a decade apart, have told similar stories. When the second 
story reinforces the first-and sheds even more light-something has to be right, and it behooves 
us to pay attention. Both of them provide support for current efforts to improve the quality of 
high school curricula and the participation in those curricula of ever larger proportions of 
students. Both of them provide guidance for college and community college processes likely to 
lead students to degree completion. 

Some of what was learned from the original Tool Box was taken to heart at the secondary school 
level, and, in some respects, we are seeing positive results in academic curricular participation in 
high schools. But counting Carnegie units' in English or science is not the same as describing 
and validating what students have learned, and whether that learnmg hriks smoothly to the 
performance expectations of the postsecondary world. The Toolbox Revisited says we have more 
to do, that the bulk of our task lies both after the college matriculation line. and in 
communication and outreach between postsecondary institutions and high schools. How do we 

I A Carnegie unit is the basic credit system for U.S. secondary schools. It is generally recognized as 
representing a full year (36-40 weeks) in a specific class meeting four or five times per week for 40-50 minutes per 
class session (Martinez and Bray 2002). 
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learn what we have to do? By following students in the richness and complexity of their 
postsecondary histories. 

Curriculum, starting in high school, and continuing 

However complex students' attendance patterns, the principal story line leading to degrees is that 
of content. What one learns is what one studies, and what one brings to economic and 
community life. The story starts in high school, but merely crossing the bridge to college or 
community college doesn't mean the story is over. Furthermore, the bridge is not always aligned ~ 
with the road on the other side. 

The academic intensity of the student's high school curriculum still counts more than anything 
else in precollegiate history in providing momentum toward completing a bachelor's degree. At 
the highest level of a 31-level scale describing this academic intensity (see Appendix F), one 
finds students who, through grade 12 in 1992, had accumulated: 

3.75 or more Carnegie units of English 
3.75 or more Carnegie units of mathematics 
highest mathematics of either calculus, precalculus, or trigonometry 
2.5 or more Carnegie units of science or more than 2.0 Carnegie units of core 

laboratory science (biology, chemistry, and physics) 
more than 2.0 Carnegie Units of foreign languages 
more than 2.0 Carnegie Units of history and social studies 
1.0 or more Carnegie Units of computer science 
more-than-one Advanced -Placement"course-
no remedial English; no remedial mathematics 

These are minimums. In fact, students who reached this level of academic curriculum intensity 
accumulated much more than these threshold criteria (see table FI), and 95 percent of these 
students earned bachelor's degrees (41 also percent earned master's, first professional, or 
doctoral degrees) by December 2000. 

Provided that high schools offer these courses, students are encouraged or required to take them, 
and, in the case of electives, students choose to take them, just about everybody could 
accumulate this portfolio. Unfortunately, not all high schools present adequate opportunity-to­
learn, and some groups of students are excluded more than others. Latino students, for example, 
are far less likely to attend high schools offering trigonomctry (let alone calculus) than white or 
Asian students. Students from the lowest socioeconomic status (SES) quintile attcnd high 
schools that are much less likely to offer any math above Algebra 2 than students in the upper 
SES quintiles (table 6). If we are going to close gaps in preparation-and ultimate degree 
attainment-the provision of curriculum issue has to be addressed. In recent years, colleges and 
community colleges have begun to provide these courses to high school students, and distance 
learning provides additional options if students have access to the technology. The hypothetical 
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consequences of participating in curriculum configurations approaching that illustrated above for 
Latino degree completion rates, in particular, are stunning (table 32). 

There is a quantitative theme to the curriculum story that illustrates how students cross the 
bridge onto and through the postsecondary landscape successfully. The highest level of 
mathematics reached in high school continues to be a key marker in precollegiate momentum, 
with the tipping point of momentum toward a bachelor's degree now firmly above Algebra 2. 
But in order for that momentum to payoff, earning credits in truly college-level mathematics on 
the postsecondary side is de rigeur. The world has gone quantitative: business, geography, 
criminal justice, history, allied health fields-a full range of disciplines and job tasks tells 
students why math requirements are not just some abstract school exercise. By the end of the 
second calendar year of enrollment, the gip in credit generation in college-level mathematics ~ 
between those who eventually earned bacnelor's degrees and those who didn't is 71 to 38 
eercent (table 21). In a previous study, the author found the same magnitude of disparity among 
community college students in relation to earning a terminal associate degree (Adelman 2005a). 
The math gap is something we definitely have to fix. 

* A dominant feature of academic histories that cannot really be assessed until the end of the 
second year following college entry is the extent to which students successfully completed 
credits in a range of "gateway" courses. It is at this point that the postsecondary curricular story 

, line fully emerges, with ratios of participation in the "gateways" between those who ultimately ~ 
earned degrees and those who did not running 6: I in American literature, 4: I in general 
chemistI:y, and more than 3: I in precalculus, micro/macroeconomics, introduction to philosophy, 

. and world civilization (table 20). These gaps in curricular participation argue for academic 
administrators to identifY their key gateway courses and regularly monitor participation. 

College and community college expectations for their first-year students in those gateway .~ 
courses-expressed through examinations, paper and laboratory assignments-need to be more 
public. Examples such as those offered by the American Diploma Project in its report, Ready or 

.-f\ # Not: Creating a High School Diploma That Counts (2004), should be shared with larger 
audiences than policymakers and others who habitually read such reports. Parents should see 
those assignments even if they don't understand them; high school teachers should ponder them 
to assess whether their exiting students are likely to be prepared; and, most importantly, high 
school students have got to see them as road signs to their next education destination. The Tool­
box Revisited advocates making these examples part and parcel of admissions packets, publicity 
brochures, and Web sites. There is risk in this: Some students may be scared away. But there is 
no better way to enhance articulation and preparedness than to display what students can expect. 
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Postsecondary benchmarks 

In both colleges and community colleges, the curriculum story line intersects attendance patterns 
and performance in ways that set benchmarks for academic advisement and intervention: 
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• 

• 

• 

Less than 20 credits by the end of the first calendar year of enrollment (no matter 
in what term one started, whether summer, fall, winter, spring) is a serious drag 
on degree completion. The original Tool Box told the same story. It is all the 
more reason to begiI? the transition process in high school with expanded dual _ \/ 
enrollment programs offering true postsecondary course work so that students 7\ 
enter higher education with a minimum of 6 additive credits to help them cross 
that 20-credit line. Six is good. 9 js better and 12 is a guarantee of momentum. 
We falsely believe that beginning students drop out of higher education in 
appalling numbers by the end of their scheduled first academic year of attendance. 
In fact, about 90 percent of traditional-age beginning students tum up somewhere 
(maybe not at the first school attended) and at some time (maybe not in the fall 
term) during the subsequent calendar academic year (which we measure as July I 
through June 30). However impressive this percentage, the quality of persistence 
counts more, and, for a third of these students, the quality of persistence leaves 
much to be desired (table 17). The Toolbox Revisited urges that institutions 
monitor and report the quality (as much as the fact) of persistence. 
More than 60 percent of the students in the sample under investigation enrolled 
during summer terms. Undergraduates are not only more geographically mobile, 
but have shattered observance of the traditional academic calendar. Summer term 
credits are more than meta hors for high octane persistence: Earning more than 

cre Its unng those terms hel a consistently positive relationship to degree 
completion, and gave African-American students, in particular, a significant boost 
in hypothetical graduation rates (table 32). College and community college 
administrators can be very creative in expanding the use of summer terms. 

Student uses of time 

The example of summer-term credits, particularly in combination with the complex multi­
institutional attendance patterns, underscores another theme of The Toolbox Revisited: Student 
uses of time in undergraduate careers are now more important than their uses of place. In other 
words, when students do something academic has a more significant relationship to degree 
completion than where they do it. For example: 

• For the High School Class of 1982 (the subjects of the original Tool Box), timing 
of entry to postsecondary education never rose to a level of statistical significance 
in the analysis, whereas variables for the type of institution first entered played 
inconsistent but positive roles in explaining degree completion. A decade later, 
with a higher proportion of high school students continuing to college, the 
situation was reversed (table 13). What this means is that recruitment efforts havS) 
to insure that students enter postsecondary education immediately following high ;( 
school graduation. The longer students wait, the less likely they will finish a 

'degree. . 
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• The only characteristic of the first institution of attendance to be admitted to 
statistical analysis was selectivity, but it never rose above the threshold of 
significance. Quite frankly, one isn't worried about degree completion for the 5 
percent of traditional-age undergraduates who enter highly selective colleges. 
One is more concerned with the rest of the river-particularly the 78 percent who 
start in either nonselective four-year colleges or open-door community colleges. 

• The original Tool Box study declined to confront part-time status and its effects. 
If one is using transcripts as evidence, there are a number of problems in 
determining which students are part-time and when. The Toolbox Revisited found 
a way around these problems to mark whether a student's enrollment intensity 
ever fell into part-time status, i.e., less than 12 credits per semester or its 

~ equivalent. Eart-time attendance by whatever means, as Carroll (1989) labeled it, ~ 
-----:~ proved "hazardous" to degree completion health (table 24; table 29). 

• ' In longitudinal studies extending for as long a period of postsecondary time as 
does the NELS:88/2000 (8.5 calendar years), a student is allowed stop-out periods 
totaling one semester or its equivalent (e.g., two quarters), exclusive of summer 
terms, and still be considered "continuously enrolled." Continuous enrollment is 
a factor of attendance patterns, and another marker of the student's use of time. It 
proves to be overpowering: with 16 other variables in play, continuous enrollment 
increases the probability of degree completion by 43 percel11 (table 27). The 
original Tool Box offered the same message, arguing for assiduous monitoring of 
student stop-out periods. Put another way: Keep the student continuously 
enrolled, even part-time (less damaging than excessive stop-out periods). 

Purposeful migration versus" swirling" 

The complexity of student postsecondary enrollment patterns, already a notable phenomenon for 
the population under study in the original Tool Box, accelerated 'in the subsequent cohort. The 
construction of the NELS:88/2000 postsecondary transcript files took advantage of what we 
learned from more sophisticated institutional and state system tracking studies of the 1990s; 
hence, some new attendance pattern variables were available and others (those describing 
different kinds of multi-institutional attendance) refined. 

What we found for the students of the 1992-2000 period was this: 

• Formal transfer from a community college to a four-year college and formal 
transfer from one four- ear colle e to another were positive I associated with 
degree completion, but wandering from one sc 00 to another was not. 

In fact, the nomadic multi-institutional attendance behavior increasingly known as 'swirling,' 
held a significant and negative relationship to degree completion (table 24, table 39). These 
statements are a very simple untangling of complex realities. 
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The basic question asked of the transcript data--did a student attend only one school or more 
than one?-begins a process of inquiry to determine how the student attended second and third 
institutions. Given very taut definitions of what transfer means, we are advised to ensure that 
multi-institutional attendance is purposeful and productive. For that, we require much better 
student tracking systems than we currently possess, and regular contact with students in motion. 

Student academic performance 

More than the original Tool Box, The Toolbox Revisited recognizes that the path of student 
academic performance, marked by grades, is a reflection of quality of effort, and pays off. It 
starts in high school: Academic curriculum participation is still the strongest of the precollegiate 
momentum indicators, butoetweenihe 1980s and 1990s, class ranklGPA moved markedly ahead 

'of senior ear test score in its contribution to students' overall "Academic Resources" index a 
composite indicator 0 19h school curriculum intensity, c ass ranklGPA, and senior year scores 
on a 90-minute exam best described as a mini, enhanced SAT (see p. 16 and Glossary). 

This story continues on the postsecondary side of the matriculation line: 

• Earning grades that place one in the top 40 percent of first-year GPA for the 
whole cohort is a strong-andpositive-contributor to academic momentum, and 
remains in the account of degree completion throughout the histories of both the 
class of 1982 and the class of 1992 (table 15). 

• The theme of quality-of-student-effort, reflected in grades, is strengthened when 
- - -- -- - - -- - - - - --m-e-canvas-cQvers-thestiident's entire un-derg-iiduate career~-rn the original Tool- - -

Box, the variable describing the trend in students' GPA had only two reference 
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points: first calendar year and final GPA. For The Toolbox Revisited, there are 
three such points: first calendar year GPA, cumulative GPA for the first two . 
calendar years, and GPA as of the last date of attendance, whether or not a degree 
was earned. A rising trend in grades fits with attainment (table 25), contributing 
positively and significantly (table 26). 

A story twice told should be a story to which we listen 

Both the original Tool Box and The Toolbox Revisited revealed that one of the most degree­
crippling features of undergraduate histories is an excessive volume of courses from which the 
student withdrew without penalty and those the student repeated. We set this up as a ratio, and 
marked those who withdrew from or repeated 20 percent or more of their course attempts. 
Doing so cuts the probability of completing a degree in half (table 27)1 

The withdrawals counted here are not "drop" grades that apply during standard drop-and-add 
periods at the beginning of terms. They are the result of institutional policies that allow 
withdrawals without penalty after the drop-and-add period. No-credit repeats are standard fare 
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in remedial courses, but when they reach destructive levels the question arises as to how many 
times an institution allows a student to repeat a course. Think of it this way: Every non-penalty / 
withdrawal and no-credit repeat means that a seat in a course is not available to someone else. 
Add those seats up, and admission to an institution may not be available to someone else. 
Excessively lax withdrawal and repeat policy, then, ultimately blocks general access. And in 
terms of degree com letion, such policies do students no favors. 

What Does Not Count in The Account of Completion? 

• Students' education "anticipations" (the consistency and level of their vision of 
how far they will get in school) were not significant at any step of the logistic 
account for the High School Class of 1992. This is a change from the position of 
the "anticipations" variable in the original Tool Box, where it ducked in and out of 
significance. The new message is more clear: Among students who attend a four- X 
year college at some time, expectations are distinctly secondary to one's uses of 
academic time and to one's academic performance. 

• Whereas grants and student work-study were modestly significant contributors to 
degree momentum at early stages of students' postsecondary careers in the history 
of the High School Class of 1982, the data on finance mechanisms for the High 
School Class of 1992 are poor, and the results inconclusive. Analysts are directed 
instead to the Beginning Postsecondary Students longitudinal studies, which 
contain detailed financial aid data (but skeletal information on high school 
histories and postsecondary course work). 

• Of student demographic characteristics, only one-socioeconomic status-was 
significantly associated with degree completion. though in a modest manner. 

_ .. -';' Gender and race/ethnicity were never significant in the logistic narrative, even 
though some indirect effects of these key demographic characteristics would 
probably be found in other statistical models. When each race/ethnicity group 
was treated as an independent variable, the basic story did not change. 

• Both a dichotomous variable marking any remedial work in the first calendar year 
of attendance, and an elaborate variable describing types and extent of 
remediation over the course ofa student's entire undergraduate career were 
employed in the analysis, but to no avail. The same procedure was used in the 
original Tool Box, where the variables were admitted to the statistical model but 
did not reach the threshold of significance. Sufficient numbers of students who 
took remedial classes successfully moved through them so that remediation did f..( 
~ make a strategic difference in degree completion. ---

• Half of the students in the sample for The Toolbox Revisited who earned 
bachelor's degrees changed their major along the way. It was natural to ask 
whether change-of-major had any influence on degree attainment. It did not

L 
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principally because, with few exceptions, community college transfer students 
come in to the four-year institution from a general studies program and 
automatically are classified as "change-of-major" the minute they enter a specific 
program at the four-year school. 

Students as active, responsible participants 

The Toolbox Revisited does not treat students as passive creatures whose fate is wholly molded 
by schools and colleges. It demonstrates that, within the population of traditional-age students 
who attend a four-year college at any time (obviously including community college transfers), 
we can improve graduation rates and close some of the gaps in completion by race/ethnicity and 
socioeconomic status. But it also argues that there is a limit to what we can realistically do 
unless students respond to highly targeted advice and prodding. 

The analysis of The Toolbox Revisited identifies features of academic history that are most 
tractable in terms of second party intervention. But there is also something we might dub "first 
party intervention." Once the modest echoes of socioeconomic status are accounted for, each 
step of academic history offers students a set of decisions that require the commitment of time 
and effort likely to yield the return of earning a degree. Provided there is opportunity, the 
choices made by students, beginning with high school curriculum and quality of effort in high 
school, allow subsequent leverage. Entering a postsecondary institution directly from high :J 
school, earning 20 or more credits in the first calendar year of enrollment, and performing well 
enough in that first calendar year to fall in the top 40 percent of a GPA distribution build on 
previous academic investments, and are all signs of commitment. 

Subsequent choices that may not be reflected in a bounded period of time, such as excessive 
course withdrawals, prove to be poor decisions with negative returns, 'breaking accumulated 
momentum. Other configurations of choice, including summer-term credit generation, meeting ~ 

~ the challenge of college-level mathematics, effort required to yield a rising GPA, and most of all, "\\ 
remaining continuously enrolled, all reflect continuing leverage of attainment. This is what 
academIC momentum is all about. While these choices do not take place in a social and . 
psychological vacuum, this is a story about the intersection of student choice with the structures 
of opportunity offered by institutions whose first order of business is the distribution of 
knowledge. It is not a story about growing up, although that happens along the way. 

Degree Completion: How High Can We Go? How Much Can the Gaps Be Closed? 

In Part V of The Toolbox Revisited, three different national longitudinal studies conducted during 
the 1990s are set side-by-side, so as to demonstrate a remarkable degree of agreement on the rate 
of bachelor's degree completion for students who started out in four-year colleges (granted, that 
is only part of the broader universe addressed in this essay). Looking at the concordance of these 
three sources (table 30), it is fair to say that: 

• A third of traditional-age students who started in a four-year college earned a 
bachelor's degree from the same school in the "traditional" four-year period. 
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• Between 54 and 58 percent earned the degree from the same school in which they 
began within six years of entry. 

• When the option of earning a degree from a different four-year college than the 
one in which these students commenced study, the six-year completion rates are 
in the 62-67 percent range. 

• Only the NELS:88/2000 extends the time period for earning a degree beyond six 
years; at 8.5 years, its degree completion rate for students who started in a four­
year college approaches 70 percent. 

However, it is unfortunate to note that despite increased participation of minority students to 
postsecondary education over the past quarter century, the gap in bachelor's degree completion 
between whites and Asians, on the one hand, and Latinos and African-Americans, on the other, 
remains wide. 

What features of academic history might close the gaps, and by how much? 

The data-driven exercise in Part V of The Toolbox Revisited can be characterized as "reasoned 
speculation." From the NELS:88/2000, we start with a degree completion gap between whites 
and Asians vis-a-vis African-Americans of 15 percent; and with reference to Latinos, 22 percent. 
We go back through our analysis and ask what factors: 

(a) consistently contributed to bachelor's degree completion at all stages of the model in 
which they were "in play," and 

(b) were most subject to change by external parties with little-to-modest-but creative­
effort that might improve the portrait of degree completion. 

Five factors stand out, four of which affect small populations in which minority students are 
over-represented. Small populations can add up. These factors are: 

1. First-year credit generation, i.e., the goal of making sure that postsecondary 
students end their first calendar year of enrollment with 20 or more additive 
credits. 

2. The problem of excessive no-penalty withdrawals and no-credit repeats, which 
affect 10 percent of the cohort. Institutional policy and advising can cut the 
incidence of withdrawals and repeats in half. 

3. Use of summer terms. Strategic enrollment management can move more sections 
of high demand courses into summer terms, offer credit-bearing internships in 
summer terms, and engage in other creative initiatives that will also smooth out 
the utilization of institutional resources over what has become an "academic 
calendar year." 
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4. No delay of entry. This is a matter of recruitment strategy among high school 
students whose commitment to postsecondary education is less than fervid. The 
later they show up, the more their postsecondary fate is in jeopardy. -

5. The high school curriculum component of "Academic Resources." This is 
not a case of "Iittle-to-modest" effort or a small population. It is a megawork in 
ro ess much of which de ends on students' readin skills on enterin hi h 

sc 001. If students cannot read close to grade level, the biology textbook, the 
math problems, the history documents, the novel-all will be beyond them. And 
if high schools are not offering a full academic curriculum, there is little hope. 

But with those five factors in mind, and assuming full student response and success, potential 
degree completion rates were hypothesized based on the records ofNELS:88/2000 high school 
graduates by race/ethnicity (table 32) and socioeconomic status quintile (table 34). Virtually 
every one of these factors contributed to closing degree completion gaps, but none more than 
high school academic curriculum participation-which, to repeat, is criterion-referenced, hence, 
open to everyone to rank at or near the top. For African-American students, the combination of 
moving into the top 40 percent of the high school academic curriculum intensity index plus 
earning more than four credits during postsecondary summer terms would lower the degree 
completion gap vis-a-vis white and Asian students from 15 percent to 6 percent. For students 
from the lowest socioeconomic status quintile, moving into the top 40 percent of the academic 
curriculum intensity index and entering postsecondary education directly from high school 
would improve degree completion from 36 to 59 percent. For Latino students, the same steps 
would improve degree completion from 45 to 69 percent. Does that mean that future degree 
completion rates will look like those in tables 32 and 34 if everyone meets the criteria on all five 
counts? "No; noreverybody will-make"it.-But the tables"suggesrjusrwhere the im-provements --­
could be dramatic-and for whom. 

Messages to Students and Commentators 

Student responsibility (the intersection of choice with opportunity) is a major theme of The 
Toolbox Revisited in a way that was only implicit in the original Tool Box. The essay concludes 
with some recommendations for students, who are partners in their own education fate, who 
shouldn't wait around for someone else to do something for them, and who are rarely addressed 
in studies of attainment. 

The concluding messages also reflect on the dissonant data of public discourse on high school 
graduation rates, college attrition rates, and college graduation rates, examples of consequent 
"scare stories" that do not help us identifY and address real problems, and a plea for creativity 
and cooperation in developing better student tracking systems. These messages also urge a 
considerable change in the language we use in describing what happens to students from a 
negative rhetoric that assumes passivity to one that respects students as active players, seeking 
and discovering paths to their education goals. 
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A Guide for Reading Tables and Terms 

Interchangeable terms 

This essay frequently compares the histories of two grade-cohort longitudinal studies carried out 
by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). Each of these studies can be referenced 
in a number of ways, and all of these references are used. 

The following labels for the longitudinal study that began with a national sample of 10th-graders 
in 1980, the High School and Beyond/Sophomore cohort, are interchangeable: 

HS&B/So 
High School Class of 1982 
class of 1982 (where inter-cohort comparisons of 12th-graders are at issue) 

"High School & Beyond/Sophomore cohort" will also be spelled out when the entire longitudinal 
study, including all its data set components, is the subject. 

The following labels for the longitudinal study that began with a national sample of eighth­
graders in 1988, the National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988, are interchangeable: 

NELS:8812000 
High School Class of 1992 
class of 1992 (where inter-cohort comparisons of 12th-graders are at issue) 

On reading tables in this study, part 1: Descriptive cross-tabulations 

All tables in this study are constructed to meet the statistical standards for table presentation of 
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES 2002a). They are stand-alone tables, so that 
if they are reproduced outside the context of the essay, they tell a complete, self-contained story .. 
To ensure a complctc story, the descriptive cross-tabulations in this document include the 
standard errors of the estimates. The reason for this election-instead of placing tables of 
standard errors in an appendix-is to enable the reader to judge, on the spot, whether the 
difference between any two estimates is statistically significant. While the text draws the 
reader's attention to statistically significant (and insignificant) estimates important to the 
narrative, it does not comment on all statistically significant estimates. In general, the formula 
invoked for statistical significance is the simple student's t test: 

t = (P, - P,)'" "(se,' + se,') 

where P, and P2 are the percentage estimates to be compared and se, and se, are the 
corresponding standard errors. If t > 1.96, one has a statistically significant difference at p < .05 
(which means that the probability that this observation would occur by chance is less than I in 
20), a standard marker. In the case of multiple comparisons, the critical value for t rises.2 

2For technical issues concerning standard errors and multiple comparisons, see Appendix D. 
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In the United States. earning a bachelor's 
degree is recognizcd as the most important 
fa.ctor for reducing economic inequaJity and 
increasing social mobility. But since the mid-
19705, l.miveL'Sity graduation rates have stag­
nated and disparities in educational outcomes 
have risen both among ethnic minorities and 
among those with low socioeconomic sta­
tus, Tn Crossing the Finish Line. authors Wil­
liam Bowen. Matthew Chingos and Michael 
McPherson analyse these troubling trends 
and propose solutions to help colleges support 
their students more effectively. 

.. ' ... 

Using regression analysis, the authors tracked 
and compared degree-completion rates for dif­
ferent groups based on various criteria, They 
fmmd that students with low socioeconomic 

US high-school grades are a better predictor of university graduation rates than admissions-test s.~~:: 

status and those from ethnic minorities - and wealth go hand-in-hand, often confening 
particuJarly black men and Hispanic students an advantage on white male students. Interest· 
- were least likely to graduate, The authors ingiy. the authors' analyses revealed that scores 
also tested the predictive limitations of college from the SAT and the Acr do not predict grad­
admissions-testscores. theeff'ectiveness of need· uation rateS, Instead, high-school grade-point 
based flnancial aid and the ease of transferring average is the most powerful predictor of both 
between institutions, Although focused on the four-year and six-year graduation rates, regard­
US educational system, these data contain warn- less of the quality of the high school attended. 
ings that other countries should heed. ' Another surprise was that the scores from tests 

By follOwing the incoming class of roughly In individual subjects were able to predictgradu-
125,000 freshmen entering their first course at· ation rates: both Advanced Placement tests and 
68 US lIniverslties in 1999, the authors show SAT SubjectThsts (additional exams requJredby 
dlat degree completion has slowed to 1.maccept- selective universities) were strongly predictive. 
ably low levels. Just 65% offull~time students The authors found that academicaJly over­
graduatedinfouryearsfrom :",-.~'rf?':\ _:":~':.,4~:,~·" - - .' qualified students who 
the most selective 'flagship' ,:!jDegre~,completiori has,~ attend less-demanding 
universities, and only half .. ',~.' I 0" ~"-d r',""",:· _ .... , ··· .. ·-~bl·· : schools- known as under-
graduated within'six years .:~~ .. ~W~", .~,~~ .. ~~cept~".,y~: matching-have asignlfl-
from the least selective pub,low levels.",,:., cantly higher probability 
He universities, The authors of never completing their 
argue that for those students who complete degrees than comparably qualified students 
their education, delaying degree attainment who attend more-selective universities. This 
from the standard four years to five or six years is especiaJly prevalent among black men, they 
increases their fInancial burden and limits their note. Many minority students and those onow 
future educational and career opporttUlities. socioeconomic status undermatch: 59% of stu-

Admissions mechanisms. such as the sort· dents in the bottom quartile of family income 
ing of applicants by universities and colleges do so. compared with 27% of those in the top 
and the reliance on standardized tests, dictate quartile. In addition, 64% of students whose 
which types of institutions students attend, parents have no college education under­
However. student scores on the SAT Reason- match. compared with 41 % and 3196 of those 
ing Test (formerly the Scholastic Assessment whose parents have college or graduate degrees, 
Test) or the American College Test (Acr) are respectively. 

. 'known to be heavily biased by gender, race and Difficulty in transferring between colleges 
socioeconomic status. such that high test scores also disproportlo!!ately affects students from 

C) 2009 Macmillan Publishers llmiled. All rights reserved 

minorities and of/ow socioeconomic status. Fol' 
example. students who sought to save money by 
completing the first two years of their degree.at 
a local community college before transferl'ing 
to a more expensive public university for the 
remaining MO years had an especlruJy low grnd­
uation rate owing to limited transfer opporttmi­
ties, However. those who did manage to gain 
later admission into a four-year-institution did 
weIl- better, in fact. than first-time freshmen 
with stronger pre-co!legecredentials who went 
directly to a four-year university. 

The authors' offer several solutions to these 
worrying trends. They include: early idelltl· 
fica~ion of high- performing students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds and then track­
ing them to prevent undermatching; greater 
investment in need-based financial aid to help 
quaHfied students oflow socioeconomic status 
to enter a four-year institution directly; and 
encouraging four-year universities to accept 
more transfer students. 

Crossing the Finish Line serves as a wake-up 
call to educators and administrators, and pro­
vides valuable data that will help universities to 
invest their resources in nurturing the talents 
of aU their students. [t also prOVides a disturb­
ing glimpse of the far-reaching effects of lim· 
ited expectations and diminished educational 
opportunities. m 
Devorah Bennu is a researcher and writer 
who writes the blog 'Uvingthe Scientific Life 
(Scientist. Interrupted)' at ScienceBlogs.com. 
e-mail: grrlscientist@gmail.com 
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Reviews: 

"Identifying the causes of the col/ege dropout crisIs matters enormously. and [Crossing the Finish 
LlneI tries to do precisely that. .. _ For all the book's alarming statistics, Its message is utUmately 
uplifting-or at least Invigorating .•.. Crossing the Finish Line makes It clear that we can do 
better."-Oavld Leonhardt, New York Times 

''The most comprehensive look yet possible at the determinants of graduation rates-and whet might 
be done to Improve them. Bowen and McPherson are economists and bring economists' senslbllllles 
and methods to their subject. Much of the book uses regression analysis to assess the Impact of 
various factors on college completIon (e.g_, sodoeconomlc status, financial ald. and Institutional 
selectivity) after adjusting for other factors such as students' high-school grades and test scores. 
Individual chapters deftly summarize what is known about each topic and then often extend that 
knowledge substantially .... The book provides new and often surprising Insights on other major 
detennlnants of coUege completion. The chapters on financial aid, In,partlcular, are masterful. ... 
Crossing the Fln(sh Line exemplifies the best that social science research has to offer: rigorous 

2110120103;25 PM 

, 
• 

i 

r 



EBSCOhost 

Record: 1 

Title: 

Authors: 

Source: 

Document Type: 

Subject Terms: 

Geographic Terms: 

Reviews & Products: 

Abstract: 

Author Affiliations: 

Full Text Word Count: 

ISSN:. 

Accession Number: 

Database: 

http://web.ebscohostcom!ehostldelivery?vid=] 0&hid=9&sid=e614 ... 

Helping Students Finish the 4-Year Run. 

Bowen, William G.1 

Chingos, Matthew M.2 

McPherson, Michael S.3 

Chronicle of Higher Education; 9/1812009, Vol. 56 Issue 4/5, pA28-A29, 2p, 2 charts, 1 graph 

Opinion 

'COLLEGE graduates - United States 
'EDUCATIONAL attainment 
'GRADUATION rate 
'PUBLIC universities & colleges 
UNITED States 

UNITED States 

CROSS ING the Finish Line: Completing College at America's Public Universities (Book) 

In this article the authors discuss aspects of helping students to complete college. They 
discuss the factors behind the country's educational attainment plateau and how to reduce 
the disparities in four-year degree completion rates by socioeconomic status, race, and 
ethnicity. Also investigated is the research findings on this topic from the authors' book 
"Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College at America's Public Universities." 

1President emeritus, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and Princeton University 
2Harvard University and research associate, Mellon Foundation 
3President, Spencer Foundation 

1130 

00095982 

44575044 

Academic Search Premier 

Notes: This title is held by the Alaska State Library 
Section: COMMENTARY 

Helping Students Finish the 4-Year Run 

OVER THE LAST 35 years, the United States has failed to build human capital at anything like its historic irate, 
and the Obama administration is wise to give a high priority to improving graduation rates. Our new book, 
Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College at America's Public Universities (Princeton University Press), 
examines the factors behind this plateau in educational attainment and the SUbstantial (and closely related) 
disparities in bachelo~s-degree completion rates by socioeconomic status, race, and ethnicity. Reducing these 
disparities is essential if the United States is to raise the overall level of educational attainment and regain its 
leadership·in higher education·worldwlde, -.-- -.- - -- -.-- - ---.. -- . - ---... --- . - -- -- - -- .----.-- -- - - -- ---- .... - . -- -. 

We focus on America's public universities because they enroll such a high percentage of the collegegoing 
popUlation-about two-thirds of all full-time students seeking B.A.'s and more than three-fourths of all students in 
four-year programs. This is also the sector that has the strongest historical commitment to promoting social 
mobility. We present data for all members of the 1999 entering cohorts at 21 fiagship universities and at all 47 
four-year public universities in four states: Maryland, North Carolina, Ohio, and Virginia. Here are six major 
findings: 

1. Disparities in outcomes (especially graduation rates and the time it takes to earn a degree) are strongly 
related to socioeconomic status, race, and ethnicity. The disparities are substantial, pervasive, and 
perSistent (see Chart 1). Moreover, related differences in college preparation account for a relatively small 
part of the gaps. 
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2. Lengthy time-to-degree is a major problem. At the flagship campuses of public-university systems, just 
under half of entering freshmen go on to graduate in four years. Throughout the four state systems that we 
studied, less than 40 percent graduate in four years, and the number who take fNe and six years exceeds 
the number of four-year graduales. There is now debate over the desirability of promoting three-year 
programs; yet raising the percentage of students who graduate in four years would save far more 
resources and have a much greater impact on the "efficiency" of the educational system. 

3. Withdrawals from flagship universities are far less concentrated in the first two years of study than many 
people assume. Nearly half of all students who withdraw do so after the second semester, so it will not do 
to focus only on getting students off to a good start-important as that is. Once again, there are substantial 
gaps among students from different socioeconomic groups, although the overall pattern is similar (see 

. Chart 2). 
4. Money matters. We find big gaps by family income in completion rates and in the time it takes to earn 

degrees--even after we control for related differences in factors like parental education. For example, at 
the flagships 83 percent of students from the top half of the income distribution graduate within six years, 
but only 68 percent from the bottom half do so: a difference of 15 percentage pOints. The difference in . 
four-year graduation rates is 19 points. We also find that differences across states in the net prices paid 
by students have significant effects on the odds that a low-income student will graduate: the higher the net 
price, the lower the completion rate (other things equal). On the other hand, there is no correlation 
between net price and completion rates for high-income students, a finding that raises real questions 
about the wisdom of merit-aid programs and policies aimed at keeping tuition low across the board. 

5. But money is by no means the entire story, perhaps not even the largest part. Student's choices of where 
to apply to college are enonmously important. A surprisingly large number of students--especially those 
from poor families and those who are African-American or Hispanic-"undermatch." That is, they go to less 
demanding four-year institutions than they are qualified to attend, to two-year colleges, or to no college at 
all. For example, 59 percent of students in the bottom quartile of family income undermatch; 27 percent in 
the top quartile do so. In addition, 64 percent of students whose parents have no college education 
undermatch, compared w~h 41 percent of those whose parents have college degrees and 31 percent 
whose parents have graduate degrees (see Chart 3). Undenmatching has serious consequences because 
there is a strong association between institutional selectivity and B.A.-completion rates: Students with 
essentially the same qualifications who attend more-selective universities have a considerably higher 

- - - - - -- - . - -probability of graduating-than-do-comparable-students who attend-Ies·s selective universitie"s: Our data-- - - - - - - - - . - -­
also confirm the results of other studies that show that students whose objective is to earn a BA are 
much less likely to do so if they start at a two-year college (again, other things equal). 

6. "Sorting" of applicants by universities, especially overreliance on standardized tests, is consequential and 
problematic. We are not opposed to testing per se. Standardized tests can be helpful when used in the 
right ways and in the right settings. They are especially helpful when used with high-school grades to 
predict college grades at the most selective universities. It is clear, however, that high-school grades are 
far belter predictors of graduation rates, especially at less selective universities. This finding holds even' 
when we do not take account of differences in the quality of the high school that a student attended. 
Results of achievement tests, especially scores on Advanced Placement tests, are also good predictors. 
Both grades and achievement-test scores measure not only cognitive achievement but also coping and 
time-management skills--which, we surmise, affect completion rates. 

Thus, in our view, institutions and national policy makers need to make stronger efforts to help students complete 
their college programs in a timely way. Starting college is obviously important, but so is crossing the finish line. 

1. Graduation Rates by Socioeconomic Status (SESI, 1999 Entering Students 

Graduation rate (percent) 

Graduated in Graduated 
5 or 6 years in 4 years 

Flagships 

Low SES 30 36 68 
Middle SES 28 45 73 
High SES 26 57 83 

2110120103:40 PM 



EBSCOhost http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/delivery?vid= I 0&hid=9&sid=e614 ... 

State Systems 

Low SES 
Middle SES 
High SES 

23 
24 
22 

32 
39 
52 

55 
63 
74 

Figure 3-4 from Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College 
at America'8 Public Universities (Princeton University Press) 

GRAPH: 2. Cumulative Withdrawals per Semester at Flagship Universities, by Socioeconomic Status (SES) 

3. Undermatch Rates for North Carolina Students and Institutions, by Family Income and Parental 
Education 

Family income 

Bottom 
quartile 

Second 
quartile 

Third 
quartile 

Top 
quartile 

Parental education 

No 
college 

Some 
college 

College 
degree 

Graduate 
degree 

Undermatch rate (percent) 

58 

54 

42 

27 

64 

51 

41 

31 

Note: Undermatching is the rate at which students go to 
lesS-demanding institutions than they are qualified to attend. 

Figure 5-5 from Crossing the Finish Line 

By William G. Bowen; Matthew M. Chingos and Michael S. McPherson 

William G. Bowen is president emeritus of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and Princeton University. Matthew 
M. Chingos is a Ph.D. stUdent in government at Harvard University and a research associate at the Mellon 
Foundation. Michael S. McPherson is president of the Spencer Foundation and a former president of Macalester 
College. 
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TOPS: Tay/or Opportunity Program for Students 

The Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS), Louisiana's comprehensive, merit­

based student aid program, was initiated with the incoming freshman class of Fall 1998. 

Although the founding legislation does not directly document the goals of the program, four 

generally accepted purposes of TOPS are: 

• To promote academic success by requiring completion of a rigorous high school 

core curriculum; 

• To provide financial incentives as a reward for good academic performance; 

• To keep Louisiana's best and brightest in the state to pursue postsecondary 

educational opportunities; and 

• To promote access to and success in postsecondary education. 

TOPS includes three levels of awards for students enrolling at Louisiana's colleges and 

universities: Opportunity, Performance, and Honors. The criteria for eligibility include 

completion of a defined high school core curriculum, with a minimum grade point average on 

the core and a minimum ACT composite score. Table 1 lists current criteria and awards. 

To maintain eligibility, TOPS recipients must be continuously enrolled as full-time 

students, earn at least 24 hours of credit each academic year (Fall and Spring), and maintain 

academic progress as demonstrated by the cumUlative grade point average. Table 2 lists 

the minimum renewal requirements for each award. 

Administration of TOPS is statutorily assigned to the Louisiana Office of Student 

Financial Assistance (LOSFA). Initial student eligibility is determined using a combination of: 
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the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or TOPS On-line Application; the high 

school transcript from the Department of Education's Student Transcript System (STS); and 

official ACT scores. Continuing eligibility is determined based on data received from the 

institution in which the student enrolls. 

ACT 1202 of 2001 

ACT 1202 of the 2001 Regular Legislative Session charged the Board of Regents with 

developing a uniform TOPS reporting system for the purposes of policy analysis and 

program evaluation and to provide accurate data and statistics relative to the program's 

impact on the state and on students. (Text is included as Appendix A.) ACT 1202 requires a 

TOPS report, to include: 

• Relationship between the high school courses taken and the student's score on 
the American College Test (ACT). 

• Number of high school graduates who are eligible for TOPS and subsequently 
enroll in college; 

• Persistence rates of TOPS students; 

• Retention rates of TOPS students, including numbers of and reasons for students 
losing award eligibility; and 

• Graduation data, including rates. 

To satisfy the reporting requirements of ACT 1202, Regents' staff developed interfaces 

between the major systems needed to identify and track TOPS students as they move 

through the enrollment cycle. 

TOPS REPORT 

The data in this report include current and historical data on TOPS and non-TOPS 

students to allow for comparison. It is presented in an order that follows the students' 

progression through the enrollment process: from preparation, to persistence, to graduation. 

It should be noted that most of the data in this report do not include private institutions, 

because they do not currently participate in Regents' reporting systems. Nor does that data 

include the Louisiana Technical College (LTC) enrollment, because the LTC did not 

participate in Regents' reporting systems prior to 2003. 
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Preparation 

TOPS eligibility requirements encourage students to take high school courses that will 

prepare them for success after high school, particularly in postsecondary education. The 

TOPS core curriculum is the key component for eligibility for an award. With the 2001 Master 

Plan, the Board of Regents adopted the TOPS core as the Regents' Core, the most 

important element of the minimum standards established for admission to the state's public 

four-year colleges or universities. With this change, students have had a double incentive to 

complete the college-preparatory curriculum, and it has had a very positive effect on student 

behavior. 

Whether a high school graduate actually attends college with TOPS, the match of the 

TOPS core and the Regents' core for admission has resulted in a growing number of 

students completing a college preparatory curriculum, which also makes them better 

prepared for career advancement. As shown in Table 3, even as the number of high school 

graduates has decreased (as anticipated by demographic projections), the actual number 

and percentage of high school graduates completing the TOPS core curriculum has 

generally been increasing. The percentage completing the core declined with the 2008 

graduating class due to increased requirements (i.e., the addition of a 4th unit in advanced 

math or science). 

Table 3. HS Graduates and TOPS Core 

Note; Not including LTC. TOPS Eligibility: LOS FA data 

• TOPS Core changed in 2008: additional Math or Science course required 

Students who complete a rigorous curriculum score significantly belter on the ACT thim 

those who do not. As a result of the growing number of students who complete the 

TOPS/Regents' core, the average ACT composite score in Louisiana has improved steadily. 

The state average ACT for the 2003 graduating class was 19.6; by 2008 the average had 

increased to 20.3 composite. 

Participation 

The majority of TOPS freshmen enroll with an Opportunity Award at a public, four-year 

institution. Table 4 illustrates the distribution of TOPS awards received by the 2007 entering 

class (freshmen) and where recipients enrolled. 
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For the past three years, over half of the Louisiana residents in the entering fall cohorts of 

first time, full-time freshmen (FTF) at public postsecondary institutions began college with a 

TOPS award. The FTF cohort includes students enrolled in postsecondary education for the 

first time, regardless of age or date of high school graduation. 

As shown in Table 5, from 1998 to 2007, the number of first-time freshmen enrolling with 

TOPS has increased by 17% (1,762 students). In that same time frame, the TOPS 

requirements changed, with an increase of the minimum ACT score (from 19 to 20), change 

in required high school GPA from the overall to a core GPA, and increase in the number of 

core courses from 16.5 to 17.5. Even with these increases in eligibility requirements, and 

recovering from the 2005 setback due to hurricane-driven displacements, TOPS has made a 

difference: more, better-prepared Louisiana students are enrolling in college with TOPS. 

Persistence 

Persistence in postsecondary education is usually measured by the rate at which first 

time full-time students are retained to their second year. The statewide retention 

(persistence) rate to the second year for the entering class in fall 1997 (prior to TOPS) 

returning in fall 1998 was 71.3%. The statewide retention rate for the class entering in fall 
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2007 and returning in fall 2008 was 75%; among TOPS recipients the state retention rate 

was 8iJ%. while among non-TOPS students it was 65%. 

The Student Retention/Persistence reports in Appendix B identify. by entering fall term 

and institution. the FTF cohort and second- through sixth-year retention rates for those who 

began college with TOPS and without a TOPS award (non-TOPS). Table 6 compares the 

overall retention rate to the second. third. and fourth year (if available) of TOPS students 

(whether or not they retained the award) and non-TOPS students. The data indicate that. in 

spite of hurricanes like Katrina/Rita that interrupted so many students' planned enrollments in 

2005-2006. students who start school with a TOPS award reenroll in subsequent years at a 

higher rate than non-TOPS students. 

Retention of TOPS Award 

Students who receive a TOPS award must maintain minimum academic criteria to retain 

their award (Table 2). Those who fail to maintain the minimum GPA have their award 

suspended; if they raise their cumulative GPA to the required level within two years. the 

award is reinstated. The award is cancelled when students fail to maintain full-time 

enrollment. earn the required 24 hours of credit. or raise their GPA to the required minimum. 

Table 7 shows the percentage of students with TOPS whose award was suspended or 

cancelled over the course of an academic year. Though approximately 13% of TOPS 

students lose the award each year. Regents' data indicates that. of the public postsecondary 

students who lost TOPS over the four-year penod from 2004-2007. 77 percent subsequently 

re-enrolled in a public postsecondary institution (without TOPS) to continue their education. 

Table 7. Lost TOPS 
~":Y;fXilfIfnl'~'-:~';m.",,;':;T';·'ii~~' ,'!F1' <s<m'::!l;q:mmJ'ii7' 11- '~'iH:\Rm:P!;j';J;'i'iy~!tm:il~::ll r!'" " ~;, 
I.:~;'>.,;'!i.~'.::"., ./,,'iP1- i .-::" .~<-~·:}·lr:K~,',-.-:,'- c, _:-'"'I.~" .. ; .'" ;.- ~'J"'JFt::>·f.J, {Th~.~~ I~d~{,.,·; L.F~~ G~W";:~lt.s: · .. JQ: .. ):U;l~~~~~~ ,- ~:,,/:~!. ~: ';;, .. ~l ~1f;"" -:?}T_:;dm.~'1.fll:l!rJ~t,;.b1~m~~ ~,~;Ua~F~~'\ .-

2004 37,221 16.6% 10.4% 2.9% 
2005 37,344 20.8% 6.5% 2.8% 
2006 .,38,568 19.9% 11.8% 3.7% . 
2007 37,205 18.6% 10.5% 3.5% . Public. only. New & ContinUIng Students. Not including TOPS Tech . 
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Graduation 

Graduation is usually measured at the rate in which first time entering students earn their 

academic degrees within 150% of the time required, i.e., within three-years for associate 

degrees, and six-years for baccalaureate degrees. This 150% protocol for measuring 

degrees was adopted by the federal government and has become the standard followed by 

the regions and states. Table 8 displays the percent of TOPS and non-TOPS students who 

have earned a bachelor's degree within the six academic years, starting with the Fall/199B 

entering class. 

Students who begin college with TOPS consistently graduate at nearly three times the 

rate of non-TOPS students. The Completers reports in Appendix C list, by institution, the 

number of TOPS and non-TOPS students in an entering cohort who earned a Baccalaureate 

degree within six years or an Associate degree (or certificate or diploma) within three years. 

To further study program success, Regents and LOSFA identified students in the TOPS 

Cohort-who entered a public college/university in 2000 and 2001 with TOPS awards-who 

had completed the TOPS program, i.e., who kept TOPS (without either suspension or 

cancellation) for the full eight semesters, and who had graduated with a bachelor's degree by 

2007-08. This quantified the students on TOPS who had earned a baccalaureate within six 

(for the 2001 cohort) or seven (for the 2000 cohort) years. 

Freshman 
Year 

TOPS Cohort 
(Public) 

2000 11,137 

2001 11,605 

Award Status 

The data in Table 9 show that, for both of the freshman cohorts, almost two-thirds of the 

students who started college with TOPS awards in 2000 or 2001 have graduated, whether or 

7 
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not they managed to keep the award for all eight semesters, and 93% of those who kept 

TOPS all four years have graduated with a bachelor's degree. 

Whether or not students retain the TOPS award, those who begin college on TOPS 

complete a degree at a faster rate, as a group, than those who do not. 

SUMMARY 

The purposes of the reporting requirements of ACT 1202 are to provide accurate data 

and statistics relative to the impact of TOPS on the state and students as well as for policy 

analysis and program evaluation. The TOPS reporting model developed by Regents serves 

the state by providing accurate data for policy analysis and the basis for future decisions 

regarding the TOPS program in Louisiana. 

A review of the data presented in this report indicates that the TOPS program is meeting 

the generally accepted purposes for which it was developed: 

• Students who take the core curriculum score significantly better on the ACT; 

• More students in the recent graduating class took the core and more have been 

determined eligible for TOPS by LOSFA; 

• The number of first time freshmen with TOPS enrolling in public postsecondary 

education has increased; 

• A larger number of students with higher ACT scores are remaining in Louisiana to 

attend college; 

• Students receiving a TOPS award persist in college at a higher rate than non­

TOPS students; and 

• More students with TOPS graduate from college in a shorter period of time than 

non-TOPS students. 
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Regular Session, 2001 
HOUSE BILL NO. 2012 
BY REPRESENTATIVE DANIEL 
AN ACT 

Act 1202 
ENROLLED 

To enact R.S. 17:3048.3 and 3048.4, relative to the Tuition Opportunity Program for Students; to provide 
for the establishment and implementation of a uniform information reporting system; to provide for 
applicability; to provide relative to compliance with reporting system requirements by colleges and 
universities, including requiring compliance as a condition of eligibility to receive certain payments by the 
state; to require that the reporting system include certain components; to provide for certain notifications 
to parents and others about program availability; and to provide for related matters. Be it enacted by the 
Legislature of Louisiana: 

Section 1. R.S. 17:3048.3 and 3048.4 are hereby enacted to read as follows: 

§3048.3. Program information reporting system; implementation; requirements; applicability; participation 
by eligible institutions and others 

A(l) The Board of Regents shall formulate, develop, establish, and implement a uniform Tuition 
Opportunity Program for Students information reporting system for the purposes of policy analysis and 
program evaluation and for providing accurate data and statistics to the legislature, the governor and 
appropriate executive branch agencies, and the public relative to the program's impact on the state and 
on students. 

(2) In formulating and developing the information reporting system, the Board of Regents shall consult 
with and seek written recommendations from the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission, 
each college or university eligible for participation in the Tuition Opportunity Program for Students, each 
of the public postsecondary education management boards, the Louisiana Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities, legislators, and knowledgeable others as determined appropriate by the Board 
of Regents. 

(3) It is the intention of the legislature that the reporting system provided by this Section and the 
requirements thereof shall be applicable to all Tuition Opportunity Program for Students applicants, all 
award recipients regardless of eligible college or university attended, and all such eligible colleges and 
universities. Effective for the 2002- 2003 award year and thereafter, compliance with the requirements of 
the Tuition Opportunity Program for Students information reporting system shall be a condition for an 
eligible college or university to remain eligible to receive payments from the state on behalf of an award 
recipient. Compliance determinations shall be made annually by the Board of Regents. 

B. The Tuition Opportunity Program for Students information reporting system shall include but not be 
limited to the following: 

(1) A report prepared as of the end of the Fall semester and again as of the end of the Spring semester or 
equivalent periods of time during each academic year relative to the rate of retention of program awards 
by students as they progress from semester to semester or other equivalent periods of time as may be 
applicable once enrolled at an eligible college or university. The data shall be reported by institution 
attended, by the two digit classification of instructional program, and by program award category and shall 
include the percent of students losing program eligibility due to not earning the minimum number of credit 
hours, the percent of students losing program eligibility due to not having the required cumulative grade 
point average, and the percent of students losing program eligibility for failing to make steady academic 
progress. 

(2) The persistence rates at colleges and universities of freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior 
students receiving a program award reported by award category and by award year. 

(3) The graduation rates or rates of completion of the chosen postsecondary education program if 
otherwise applicable for students receiving a program award, reported by award category and award 

TOPS Report - Appendix A 
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year, including for those graduating with an academic degree at the baccalaureate level the rate for 
persons graduating within four years, within five years, and within six years, respectively. 

(4) The mean length of time required for a student receiving a program award to graduate with an 
academic degree at the baccalaureate level or to complete the chosen postsecondary education program 
if otherwise applicable with such information being reported by award category and by award year. 

(5) An annual report on the number of applicants as well as the percent of high school graduates by high 
school and by parish who apply for a program award, by award category, and the percent of those 
students who subsequently enroll in a college or university. 

(6) Statistical studies on the relationship between the courses taken and grades earned by a high school 
student and the student's score on the American College Test or the Scholastic Aptitude Test. Relative to 
public high schools, such statistical studies shall use student course and grade data that is otherwise 
available from the schools and such studies shall be conducted at no additional cost to the governing 
authority of any public high school. 

C. When necessary due to limitations in existing secondary data sources and systems, the Board of 
Regents, consistent with the general provisions of this Section, may modify any specific requirement of 
this Section. However, prior to making any such modifications the board shall report in writing to the 
House Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education on the proposed action and the 
board shall have received approval from each committee relative to the proposed action. 

§3048.4. Notice to students and parents 

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall require that the governing authority of 
every public secondary school include as a component of a student's Five Year Educational Plan as 
required by R.S. 17:183.2 comprehensive information relative to the Tuition Opportunity Program for 
Students and program eligibility requirements for each of the awards. Additionally, the parent or other 
person responsible for the student's school attendance at the ninth grade level shall be required to return 
to the school at the start of the student's ninth grade year a signed notice that the program information 
and eligibility requirements have been reviewed by the parent or other responsible person and by the 
student and that, for informational and data collection purposes only, expresses the intent of the parent or 
other responsible person as to whether or not the student will be purSUing the necessary program of 
studies to be eligible for a Tuition Opportunity Program for Students award. 

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not signed by the 
governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature by the governor, as 
provided in Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and 
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on the day following such 
approval. 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 
APPROVED: 
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~ Increase High School (HS) graduation rate. 

~ More HS students taking rigorous curriculum. 

~ More course offerings in HS. 

~ More HS students prepared for postsecondary. 

~ More-affordable postsecondary. 

~ More use of in-state postsecondary. 

~ Contribute to a college going culture. 

~ Increase the rigor of courses statewide . 
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~ Open to graduates of Alaska high schools. 

~ Open to home school, public school and private 
school students . 

. ~ Use at Alaska postsecondary, private or public 
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CRITERIA: Grades 
rr'i:> flJl r n r-c' n J1 ~ k17 c tnll\, ~ (('i! ~ ~ 

~ I~" average for highest level of academic 
scholarship 

~ "B" average for middle level of academic 
scholarship 

~ "C+" average for lower level of academic 
scholarship 

~ "C+" average for career and technical 
scholarship 
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CRITERIA: Assessments 
(r'\) ['ti1 n n rt;:; rvz n~l~ W~~(f;~~(lJln (M [u] [€d? 

~ An established national college-entrance 
assessment for academic scholarships. 

~ An established national work-ready 
assessment for career and technical 
scholarships. 
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CRITERIA: Curriculum -r- ~l II W rl "..... II ,f/ ~1 \\",/7 u (' n l U C n U'1 llJ 

~ Four years of English 

~ Four years of Math 

~ Four years of Science 

.~ Three years of Social Stuqies 

~ Options for rural students 
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VALUE OF SCHOLARSHIPS 
ffl\Wrr"'r1"'t\ rt:: 11'\ Me, '?J0"~J1 rn fi-Wr~ll2l ~rc~ n ~,~ 

. \ .,. ~. '. - . ..",' ,." . 

~ Platinum academic: Equal to 100% of tuition at 
UA in 2010, for 8 semesters. 

~ Gold academic: Equal to 75% of tuition at UA in 
2010, for 8 semesters. 

~ Silver academic: Equal to 50% of tuition atUA 
in 2010, for 8 semesters. 

~ Career & Technical: Actual tuition up to $3,000 
a year, for two years. 
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Louie Flora 

From: bcampen@ptialaska.net 
Sent: 
To: 

Saturday, January 30, 20106:30 PM 
Rep. Paul Seaton 

Subject: House Bill 297 - Gov's Performance Scholarship 

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House Education Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Representative Seaton: 

I would like to address HB 297, the Governor's Performance Scholarship. My intention had 
been to write a "hard copy" letter, but I found out that a House/Senate joint committee will 
discuss the bill next week, and so am sending this email letter instead. 

At the bottom of this letter is a letter that I wrote to Governor Parnell in Oct. 
2999 in which I expressed my concern about the eligibility requirements for the scholarship. 
As a long-time Alaska social studies teacher, I am disheartened that our governor and the 
Commissioner of the Dept. of Education and Early Development would propose a scholarship that 
holds three core curricular areas as more important than the fourth - social studies. To be 
eligible for the scholarship, a student must have earned 4 credits of math, science, and 
English. They only need 3 credits of social studies. There appears to be no rationale for 
it. In fact, as I state in my letter below, more than y, of all Alaska students are already 
required to take four credits of social studies, so I fail to see how the criteria for the 
GPS represents a "more challenging curriculum". Knowledge of history, geography, 
politics, economic, sociology - all embedded in the social studies - is essential 
for informed decision making and becoming a fully engaged citizen. Why would we 
expect less social studies knowledge of our students? Doing so sends a poor 
message about what is important and sets a poor precedent. 

I ask that you push to increase the eligibility of social studies to 4 credits for the GPS. 
Social studies will then be identified as equal to math, English, and 
science, as it should be. Students will then see that legislators value social 
studies as the other core curricular areas. Shouldn't this be what they see 
coming from government leaders? 

Thank you for you consideration of this request. I will be following this bill with great 
interest. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda D. Campen 
P.O. Box 1562 
Sitka, AK 99835 
bcampen@ptialaska.net 
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The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Alaska Office of the Governor 
P .0. Box 111313131 
Juneau, AK 99811-1313131 

Dear Governor Parnell: 

113.22.139 

P.O. Box 1562 
Sitka, AK 99835 

It is with great interest that I have followed news of your proposal for the Governor's 
Performance Scholarship. Most recently, details of the plan were covered in the 113.213.139 
edition of the Daily Sitka Sentinel. I would like to share a few thoughts on this proposal, 
specifically the eligibility requirements for the scholarship. 

I am the social studies department chair at Mt. Edgecumbe High School in Sitka. I have been 
with MEHS since it reopened as a state school in 1985. Previous to that I worked in Yukon­
Koyukuk School District, Iditarod School District, and Chatham School District. I brought 
eight years of rural teaching experience to Mt. 
Edgecumbe High School and have 33 years of teaching experience in Alaska. I have had several 
opportunities to move into the administrative level of education, but have remained a 
classroom teacher because that is what I love. There is no better job than sharing and 
learning history, geography, politics, and current events with high school students. 

Your GPS proposal has merit, and I only wish to address one item about which I was surprised 
- ~ - - -and concern-etC -The qualfficati~on~s-for eligibility-are listed as-four" years of-math,"science,- ~ 

English ..... and only three years of social studies. I must ask why, why only three years of 
social studies? The message this sends to students, teachers, and parents is that social 
studies is less essential than the other three core curricular areas. 

I have spent my entire career working to affirm the legitimacy and the absolute necessity of 
the social studies. Social studies and science are really the heart of the core curriculum, 
with math and lang. arts/reading supporting the acquisition of knowledge and skills. Social 
studies and science are where students learn to apply their math and reading/writing skills. 
In the world today, with the complexities of issues facing all global citizens, why would 
there not be support for more social studies rather than less? 

I can tell you that in my years of teaching in Alaska, I have seen a diminishment of 
students' basic geography and history knowledge as they enter high school. This has been 
most pronounced since the advent of No Child Left Behind. It is actually quite alarming. The 
social studies, not formally tested, has been marginalized to the point that students simply 
don't possess what one would expect as basic knowledge, and are coming to high school less 
prepared. Yet, when students are properly challenged and taught, social studies classes 
often become the most 
interesting and valuable of all their classes.. Remember, not everyone will 
become an engineer, nurse, computer technician, or carpenter, but everyone is a citizen and 
will be in a position to vote and engage in civic activities. Why would we expect less 
preparation for student in social studies than for any other area of the high school core 
curriculum? 

Are you aware that Anchorage School District, with over 513% of all Alaska students, requires 
four credits of social studies for graduation? Mt. Edgecumbe High School 
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has required four credits since 1985. Instead of "raising the bar" by expecting 
students to tackle a rigorous high school program, the current GPS proposal lowers the bar 
for social studies, and relegates it to a less important position. I can't believe that is 
your intention. 

Please reconsider the proposal, support the social studies, and raise the eligibility for the 
GPS program to four credits of social studies as for all the other core curricular areas. 
More than 5e% of the students in the state already achieve this for their local high school 
diploma. Should the governor expect anything less? 

Thank you for considering this change. 

Brenda D. Campen 
2ee6 Alaska History Teacher of the Year 
1997 Milken Educator Award 

Sincerely, 

Brenda D. Campen 
bcampen@ptialaska.net 

1993 National Council for the Social Studies Teacher of the Year 
1993 Alaska Council for the Social Studies Teacher of the Year 
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Scholarsbips 

Honors 

Central Wy. 
College 

Eastern Wy. 
College 

Casper College 

2007FA R, 'c Ins 

Laramie 
County CC 

Northwest 
College 

Sheridan 
CoDege 

Western Wy. 
CC 

Community 
College Total 

UW Grand Total 

He Amount HC Amount He Amount He Amount He Amount He Amount HC Amount HCI " Amount HC Amount H, 
7: SI19.86~ 18 19 3~ 52 56 4: 2991 ~8.58: 62: SI.OOO.OOO 124$1.428.583 

18i 5' 30 9~ S 15,33 120 S 61 $73,152 84 6J' S752,484 500 I, 3: $1,382,484 
146 S115,332 38 19 .400 8: :" 68~'1 74, 40 S31.268 69 ,~" 200 462 250 712 

Career 69 S54,06~ 20 S16,0001 20 n6,000 16 40 14 16 0 SO 195 

4 :m:T.17"",,9"'lZ8i't-"';;:I:h$"'113;o8~, 88 ..!!!!lU2S 232 $: ~ 28U $: ~ l' 21 $241~ ~ $] ,j" )2,040,000 2,'J~ ~,
AW ,ar,d S5.062 Sol 3 -1!.225 ~ 13 ~ 0 SO S~ -.--.fu $11,4041 215 :21~ 252 

21 35 46 31 4: 256 139 '>80~ 638 SI 894 
-j- M'" 1'e"" ' I 39 S 3C 200 QR4 85 $10010R 114 S134.876 7.1: 502 S601,900 1.114 tl 

I (3IH);ayj" 147 S110,195 3: S2:,13: 2: &18 601 9' ,6i 335 65 64 89 $67,976 'S,I: 235 S187,466 7~O $5~ ;'679 
R'l"'rt :.reer 65 $ R~: 18$1 OO~ 26 S19,799 29 SI8 135 3: 31 ' 'l 0 SC ~ 

""'IT"" lO!1l107 Actua, '4:~ SI4810 121 ,m I;i S5,568 269 SI033 26i S 694 211 $21' .~~~ 26 ~:.2 $~ I~~; $2~~~~ rr.m $:~~ 
4 - " 
:::IE ">1ll'1'l<rTl<, nlll! ~~~===:E3=~~~E=iis800fl=~l~E;s~400Ei==] S&~'I~,,2QQ.~a~~1~~~~~t~~t~~~~~~~~E~~i$~2~»8~a~~~~~~~~~t~~E~:i$2!~"'7.$:oom,~ :JI.: kepo,t ~areer I S66~ S800 I S600 i766 $2.833 $2,8 * 1215/07 "'~~IA!'--'-war-:-d, '------+-...!1+--=S66~'+---4--$1,..:!1,6~OO-.!.f--1---"" S601-0--+-I--S-400t-+---"-'S2,3""i-66--+ 0---+ So-o-l----+ so-*-'---"""';;;tl--+ o---o+--';;lr--""'~ 

1
J.2.. l\ln~,,,I'lu, HOnOrS I:; S102,933 ~~ 20 1;5 I~~ ~~ S50,8QID I~O S138,176 -"':' ~;-:::':t-:~:~$;;-;;'1;-:;17~~ l>~$, 

Il'<!IltS<:"'J 14' $1 3: $2B~ S16, 93 59 68 S51,22' 86 S65,443 210 "65,499 71.9,U2 
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Scholarships 

IHonors 

Career 
INeedAward 

I{" 1"''' Career 
3nlO8 INeed Award 

IActual 

LtlJ (If TIJrm 
t P<:tsl ~un) 

IHonors 

L110n ~ 
719/08 ~ 

2008SP Rf'~ 

Casper College 
Central Wy. Eastern Wy. Laramie 

CountyCC 
Nortbwest 

College 
Sberidan 
College 

Western Wy. Community 
College Total 

UW Grand Total 

He 

6: 
193 
151 
65 
19 

476 

6' 
198 
146 

58 
3' 

4b! 

63 
200 
14' 

College College 

Amount He 

SI07,200 16 
55 

S120,200 3: 
20 

124 

591.26: I: 
46 

5108,735 32 
S43,46: I: 
SI5,279 

IU5 

S98,26: I: 
S232.950 47 
SI09,535 3: 

S43,461 J: 

10' 

Amount HC 

20 
$~~ 000 39 

2' 

SI';,OOO 24 
S759 I: 

~110 
5:~ 20 

3: 
$2; ;11 19 

S9,13: 2: 
S16' 

94 

524, lOC 20 
_$;~ 20~ 31 

19 
2: 

Amount HC 

44 
$4~ ROO 130 
S21,600 118 
519,200 40 

S5,091 6 
332 

34 
S37,900 109 
SI5,200 91 
518,26, 32 

S3,!64 6 
Z7Z 

3' 
537.200 104 
SI5,133 94 

:,26' 30 S9, 
-.! 

93 $11 ~ 261 

Amount He 

S70,400 45 
$I;~ 000 108 
S91,2001 60 

30 
SI,311 9 

243 
55-1.400 40 

S12: ,300 110 
65 
34 

SI,992 8 
Z49 

40 
S1232QQl111 

570:069f 67 
521,2681 

1 25 

Amount HC 

32 
SI12 7R~ 92 

S5.:,24' 34 
SI27.098 91 

S51,432 6' 
:5,45: 21 

Amount HC 

42 
SI08,OOO 120 

S50,4001 90 
S2::2001 18 

S _,800 
270 

4 
5104,400 II' 

S47,672 81 
S17,336 18 

$1,765 12 
Zbj 

S54,064 43 
S106.800 118 

;48,07: 88 
I, 

209t ~ 266 

CC 

Amount HC Amouot He Amount HC Amount 

266 $410,140 62: 975,000 891 SI,385,140 
SI38.777 737 SR6R16' 490 1.227 

569,57> 544 $425,87: 230 175,000 774 
SI4,400 227 $179,55: 0 0 227 

SI,900 83 528,34' 245 24C QQQ 328 

1,~ ~ mrn 1,345 SI 000 3,!!~ 

SI37,37, foi ---' ~Jf: ~~'I 1,222 
$67.177 509 196 S156,501 7( 

199 0 SO I' 
016 79 26, ;257,656 3' 

1,65; 1,361 3,Ul 

;600,872 
:79,553 
!68,!43 

248 $ :,178 646 $I. l27,600 894 51,413,778 

S!~~:~~~ ;~~ -N7,75 ~~~ I~ -
195 $ .,7: S0::jj 

~ ~ >.6: S258.566 
S289,9' ~ SI, 1,36 3,1 
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. i. •.... ;.... < ' .. " Casper College Central Wy. Eastern Wy. Laramie 
County CC 

Northwest 
College 

Sheridan 
College 

Western Wy. 

~eport .' '. ", College 

.•. . .., ....•.. '.. •• : H Amount HC Amount ±,..... ~ ............. ,.................... 56 $147.l3i ~~ 

± .. ·~i:r~ard.:<· ::: =m 
6 ,',,' "J~ '. . .., 65" \67' I· 

± :;.:c,: .. ~. ......,'..... 8, m; 23' 

I--=- ~~·,E"i " '. ,' ..... ~ •••. '. , .••.•.• ,'.... ~:~ ~~~~:~~O ~; 

He 
l' 

49 
52 
46 

$01 11 
164 

l' 
38 
32 
4: 
19 

129 

$30,400 l' 
39 
31 

$21.134 45 
$376 2: 

13: 

College 

Amount H Amount HC Amount HI 
$94.072 39 $6' .38: 

1 $192.645 105 $121.667 1 
$41.66C 174 $126. 7: $5~ 495 8; 

55 $40 ~ $25811 40 
$6.143 $1 $' 13: 0 

Amount 

$57. 
$27.0 

He 
66 

134 
94 

467 ., ZK4 IZ65, 31 

$2: .200 40 4, 36 40 

CC 

Amount 
$ 

$159,IQO '''' 
7( 

$ "3, 
.46; ....,y 

$45.000 150 >169,819 109 $127.062 123 &140,77C 103 $ '.·,Il' "" 
.J.526 y",: $25.133 134 $95,106 8 $~ ,591 89 73 

$32.06' 48 43 19 
$8.35' 6 $1,666 $2,766 $2,60: 5 

n3; ,7" 37, Z6 Z9J Z3' 

$27.20C 4: 41 3' $57,328 3' 
149 $168,619 111 $128.361 127 $143.586 106 
13: i93.599 8: 90 i67.1: 8: 

$34.46' 49 i34.869 3: $24.629 43 21 

$1!;:lli~31217·tt::,J$236$~i,21~,··~2ft~;22~699t:£!$~31·'O;~t~z97t=~ll2 !:~~; 24: 

$13. 
$1 

$, 

$63.5\ 
$15.52 

$1.41 

''''290 '., 

• "~," 88 ,. ';),J'I,' 
::.:::::. .'. 
' .• , 2'181" ,':'0$431 

" 8': 

.6'" 
,3 "':,,' 

,,~ 

2,0 ~ 

140 
)00 
51 

2,65 

189 
773 
376 

C 
396 

2,13" 

1.001 
79' 
395 

C 

~ 

UW • ... ~~andTot.1 ,i.' 

Amount He. 
$1 186$2.,~ 

189 
U18 : 

$0 133 ',$245'>43 

'1. '.' 

~/)O .,44 

$3,167" , :I! ~ 
$1, ""~79 $, J31J:7j 

•. ' il8 $1 

$315,5: " 

$373.5: 4, I.~I 
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2009FA Reports 

Casper College Wy. ColI""IIEa,',," Wy. laramie County CC Northwest College Sheridan College Western Wy. CC UW 

* He:;;: Head Count of scholarship $ recipients 
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