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April 3, 2009 

Honorable Representative Bob Herron 
Community and Regional Affairs 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Co-Chairman Herron; 

On behalf of the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission we sincerely 
thank you and all of the committee members who so graciously allowed us 
time to present to you on April 2nd

• As our work on the commission continues 
we look forward to continuing further communication with you and other 
legislators. 

Our outreach to areas across the state has been ongoing for the last 3 years and 
will continue until January 2010. We have been pleased with the input we 
have received from communities from all across the state. Many understand 
the significance of Alaska's statehood and appreciate how far we have come 
in the last 50 years! 

Thank you again for your time and if we can be of further assistance please do 
not hesitate to call or contact us at AK50@alaska.gov 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Colleen Sullivan-Leonard, Coordinator 
Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission 
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Purpose 

The Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission is 
established to research, plan and prepare to celebrate 

Alaska's 5dh anniversary of admission as the 4gh 
state of the United States of America 

Vision 

Honor our history, celebrate our future 

Mission 

Alaska's 5dh Anniversary Celebration will inspire the 
people of our great state, and across the world, to 

rejoice in Alaska's past, present, and future 

Values 

The Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission will 
honor and celebrate: 

• Alaska's Native heritage 
• Alaska's culture and history 
• Those instrumental in Statehood 
• Alaska's Constitution 
• Alaska's achievements and opportunities 
• Our children and our future 
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Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission 
Celebration Ideas for Communities 

Dance or gala 

- Community picnic/potluck/potlatch 

- Pancake breakfast 

Bonfire 

- Fireworks show 

- Time Capsule 

- Athletic competition 

Alaska Spelling Bee or Alaska Geography Bee 

- Children'S essay contest 

- Alaska history poster exhibit 

- Children's art exhibit depicting Alaska statehood 

- School concert 

- Pioneer picnic 

- Alaska trivia contest 

- Community quilt 

- Display Alaska Statehood flags in government offices 

- Cultural event featuring dancing, story telling, skits, etc. 
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LAWS OF ALASKA 

2004 

Source Chapter No. 
CSHB 476(STA) am S 

AN ACT 

Establishing the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission; and providing for an effective 
date, 

BE IT ENAcrED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

TIffiACTFOLLOWS ON PAGE 1 

Enrolled HB 476 
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1 Establishing the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission; and providing for an effective 

2 date. 

3 

4 * Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

5 to read: 

6 PURPOSE OF mE ACT. Janumy 2009, will made. the 50th anniversmy of Al~s 

7 admission as the 49th state of the United States of America It is fitting that the occasion be 

8 marked by a celebration commensurate with the state's magnificent heritage and in ways that 

9 reflect upon the opportunities that 50 years of Statehood have brought to the state and the 

10 people. Appropriate recognition of those benefits and scheduling of a statewide celebration to 

11 commemorate the occasion will require advance research, planning, and preparation. To that 

12 end, an Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission is established and its powers and duties set 

13 out. 

14 * Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

-1- Enrolled lIB 476 
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1 read: 

2 ALASKA STATEHOOD CELEBRATION COMMISSION. (a) The Alaska 

3 Statehood Celebration C\lmmi&<rion is established. The commission consists of nine 

4 members, determined as follows: 

5 (1) the governor shall appoint four public members of the commi&<rion. of 

6 whom one member shall be a resident of and be appointed from each of the four judicial 

1 districts in the state; 

8 (2) the speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one member of 

9 the house of representatives who is a member of the 1lII\i0rity caucus and one member of the 

10 house of representatives who is a member of the minority caucus. in consultation with the 

11 leadership of that caucus; 

12 (3) the president of the sena1e shall appoint one member of the senate who is a 

13 member of the 1lII\i0rity caucus and one member of the senate who is a member of the 

14 minority caucus. in consultation with the leadership of that caucus; and 

15 (4) the governor or the govemor's designee. 

16 (b) The governor shall designate the chair and vice-chair of the commission. 

11 (c) If a member of the commission resigus or is otherwise unable to perform the 

18 duties of a member of the commission or if a legislator member of the commission is no 

19 longer a member of the legislative body from which the member was appointed, the officer 

20 responsible for appointing that member shall appoint a replacement member as soon as 

21 possible. 

22 (d) Notwithstanding AS 39.20.180, public members of the commission are not 

23 entitled to expenses. travel, or per diem allowances. 

24 (e) A 1lII\i0rity of the members of the commission constitutes a quorum. The 

25 commission may approve measures, make recommendations, and take other action based on a 

26 vote of a llII\iority of the quorum that is present. 

21 * Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

28 read: 

29 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE ALASKA STATEHOOD CELEBRATION 

30 COMMISSION. (a) The Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission shall plan and 

31 administer all official state activities leading up to and relating to the 50th anniversary of 

Enrolled HB 416 -2-



" 

868 

1 Alaska Statehood and, to that end, shall 

2 (1) organize and adopt rules for the conduct of its business; 

3 (2) prepare a timetable and budget for completion of its responsibilities under 

4 this Act; and 

5 (3) advise the governor and, annually, at the beginning of each regular session, 

6 the legislature on all activities relating to the 50th anniversary of Alaska Statehood 

7 (b) The commission may 

8 (1) appoint subcommittees, which may include persons who are not members 

9 of the commission; individuals not membeJs of the commission who serve on subcommittees 

10 may, subject to appropriation, be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in performance 

11 of their services to the commission under this Act; 

12 (2) engage in joint projects with any municipality, civic organization, or other 

13 entity to accomplish the purpose of this Act; 

14 (3) subject to appropriations made for the purpose, employ persons and incur 

15 tlKpenses as may be required to carry out the purposes of this Act; and 

16 (4) accept gifts and grants from the federal government and from public and 

17 nonpublic sources and, subject to appropriation by the legislature, expend those gifts and 

18 grants to carry out the purposes of this Act 

19 (c) The commission shall initiate a public process to solicit ideas concerning 

20 (1) appropriate ways in which to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Alaska 

21 Statehood; and 

22 (2) one or more projects that the commission may encourage, sponsor, or 

23 support that would serve as a permanent legacy or reminder to commemorate the occasion, 

24 (d) In carrying out its responsibilities under this Act, the commission shall encourage 

25 and involve participation by all Alaskans in the 50th anniversary of Statehood celehration and 

26 commemoration. 

27 (e) The Office of the Governor shaII provide the commission with all reasonable and 

28 necessary staff support, but the governor may delegate or assign this obligation to another 

29 agency. 

30 .. See. 4. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

31 read: 

-3- Enrolled JIB 476 
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UNAUlHORIZED REPRESENfATION OF ASSOCIATION WTIH ALASKA 

STATEHOOD CELEBRATION COMMISSION. A peISon may not use, display, or publish 

any name, title, or device that tends to indicate 1hat 1he peISOn is affiliated with or is supported 

or sponsored by 1he Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission wi1hout 1he written 

authorization of1he commission. 

.. Sec. 5. Sections 1 - 4 of this Act are repealed January 31, 2010. 

.. Sec. 6. This Act takes effect January 1,2005. 

Enrolled lIB 476 -4-
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~ Chair, Kris Perry, Anchorage 
~ Vice-Chair, Melissa Stepovich, Fairbanks 
~ Mr. Christopher Constant, Anchorage 
~ Mr. Leo Rasmussen, Nome 
~ Ms. Kate Tesar, Juneau 
~ Senator Gary Stevens, Kodiak 
~ Senator Tom Wagoner, Kenai 
~ Representative Dave Guttenberg, Fairbanks 
~ Representative Mark Neuman, Mat-Su Valley 
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'DVtediue 
~ The Statehood Commission was enacted on January 1, 2005, and 

ends January 31,2010. 

~ The Statehood Commission consists of nine members from each 
Judicial District. 

~ The Statehood Commission shall plan 

and administer all official state activities. 

~ The Statehood Commission will set policy, 

prepare a timetable and budget. 
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adlla1«e 
~ Vision- Honor our history, celebrate our future. 
~ 

~ Mission- Inspire the people of this great state and 
~ across the world to rejoice in Alaska's past, present, and future. 

~ Value- To honor and celebrate: 
* Alaska's Native heritage, culture, and history. 
*Those instrumental in statehood and 
Alaska's Constitution. 

* Alaska's achievements and opportunities. 
*Our children and our future. 
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~ Establish sUb-committees for budget, public relations 
and website development. 

~ Engage in joint projects with municipalities, university, 
civic organizations and non-profits. 

~ Initiate a public process to solicit ideas for 
celebrating the 50th anniversary. 

~ Determine statehood projects, such as 
, legacy or commemorative items for 
50th anniversary. 

", 



00 
-.J 
00 

I 

-ALASKA-

f)fUJjed4 
~ Alaska Statehood License Plate unveiled January 2008. 

~ Alaska Statehood Medallion designed July 2008. 

~ U.S. Mint State Quarter issued August 2008. 

~ Alaska Statehood Stamp issued January 2009. 

~ Alaska Airlines "Paint the Plane" Spirit of Alaska 
unveiled January 2009. 
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Statehood Bill passed Congress, June 28, 1958. 

~ Statehood Act signed by President Eisenhower, 
July?, 1958. 

~ Statehood Proclamation signed by President 
Eisenhower January 3, 1959. 

~ Participating communities: Juneau, Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Nome, Chugiak-Eagle River, Kodiak, 
Petersburg, Sitka, Kenai, Unalaska and more. 

.~; .-.. _......,-
ALASkA 
.eyolld 'olllr D' .. IIII. Wlthl. YOII' ••• ch. 
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ad S«ftIto'tt 
~ Events attended by thousands of Alaskans, 

tourists, and international dignitaries. 

~ Statehood Commission assisted communities 
with fundraising efforts- Alaska Statehood 
medallions. 

~ Collateral material distributed to thousands 
across the state and nation. (books, pens, 
lapel pins, pencils and posters.) 

~ Alaska Statehood Logo requested and used 
by more than 400 businesses and 
communities across the state. (Coca-Cola, 
ASMI, ARR, ACVB, Princess Cruises,Buy 
Alaska, Heritage Coffee, etc.) 



CD 
GO 
I-' 

rltadaS~ 
. - . 

2009-2010 

);> Assist community recognition of 50th anniversary of statehood. 

);> Outreach to our military members stationed overseas. 

~ Continue work with tourism industry to encourage travel to Alaska 
for statehood celebrations. 

);> Working with University, State Museum and Library for preservation 
and archiving of statehood work. 
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