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IN T H E L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F A LA SK A  

T W E N T Y -FIFT H  LEG ISL A T U R E  - F IR ST  SESSIO N

BY SENATO R  KOOKESII

Introduced: 4/18/07 
Referred: Transportation

SENATE BILL NO. 158

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act designating the bridge on the George Parks Highway directly north of the 

Alaska Native Veterans' Honor Bridge as the Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

♦ Section 1. AS 35.40  is am ended by adding  a new  section to read:

Sec. 35.40.205. Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the 

T anana R iver on the G eorge Parks H ighw ay d irectly  north o f  the A laska N ative 

V eterans' H onor B ridge is nam ed the Shirley  D em ien tieff M em orial Bridge.

CO M M ITTEE COPY

SB0158A -1-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TE'iT BRACKETED]

S B  158



SENATOR ALBERT M. KOOKESH
A LASKA  STATE LEG ISLA TU RE SEN ATE DISTRICT C
e-mail: Senator A lbcit.K ookcsh®  Iceis.stalc.ak.us webmail: w w w .akdrm ooau .ofg

Stale Capitol. R o o m  1 1 

Juneau AK, 99801-1 IS 

907-465-3473 

888-288-3473 

FAX 907-465-2827

Sponsor Statement

SB 158 “Naming Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge”

Senate Bill 158 would name the small bridge in Nenana directly north of the Alaska 
Native Veterans’ Bridge in honor of Shirley Demientieff. Ms. Shirley was a bridge to so 
many and it is only fitting that this bridge bears her name.

Shirley a Nenana Native Daughter, passed away January 3, 2007 after a year long battle 
with lung cancer. Shirley was a well known community activist and native Leader. She 
is best known for her unbridled support for those in need.

It was noted in the January 8, 2007 edition of the Fairbanks News-Miner, that Shirley 
truly was the “bridge over troubled waters for so many. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to 
anyone in need and help guide them to that bridge. In some cases, Shirley took it upon 
herself to build that bridge, which for some was the only way home.” A dear friend 
stated “ Shirley was all about bridges; between cultures, communities and those in need.”

The Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge will serve as a reminder of her tireless work in 
bringing people together from all walks of life, for the good of all citizens in this great 
state of Alaska.

I ask you to support SB 158, and recognize and honor this truly compassionate woman’s 
life.

http://www.akdrmooau.ofg
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A L A S K A  F E D E R A T I O N  

O P  N A T I V E S April 20, 2007

Senate Transportation Committee 
Attention: Senator Alben Kookcsh, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Kookesh:

RE: SB 158 -  Designating the Bridge on the George Parks Highway directly
North of the Alaska Native Veterans’ Honor Bridge as the Shirley Demientieff Memorial 
Bridge

On behalf o f the Board of Directors of the Alaska Federation of Natives, 1 am 
writing to express our support for SB 158. We find it especially fitting to name a bridge 
in Shirley’s honor. As was noted in an editorial appearing in the Fairbanks News-Miner 
on January 8, 2007, “Shirley Demientieff became, through her actions and her strong, 
proud voice, a bridge between two cultures living in one land. In that she served us all 
well and will be missed.” Shirley was president and founder of Alaska Natives Standing 
Up for Justice and of the Tanana Valley Search and Recovery, whose volunteers’ would 
search for the missing long after the government agencies had exhausted ucir resources.

Shirley was widely known for her many contributions to the Fairbanks and 
Interior communities. She was one of our strongest advocates for suicide prevention. In 
July 2005, she traveled by rivcrboat on a suicide prevention mission, visiting and talking 
to people in villages from Allakaket to Nenana Her 2-week boat trip along the Koyukuk, 
Yukon and Tanana rivers ended in Nenana where she grew up and was followed there by 
a Suicide Prevention Conference. Her life was devoted to service to her community, her 
family and to the statewide Alaska Native community.

The Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge is a wonderful way to honor her life’s 
work. Accordingly, we urge passage of this bill.

Sincerely,

Q UU*-

Julie Kitka 
President

1577 C STREET, SUITE 300 • Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 ' TO. 907-274.36 H • r»« 907.276.7909 • WWW.NATlVEFEDERATION.ORG

http://WWW.NATlVEFEDERATION.ORG


Alaska Native Veteran’s Association 
Nenana Post 3 
P.O. Box 26 

Nenana. Alaska 99760

February 9,2007

Leo Von Scheben, P.E, LS., MBA 
Commissioner 
3 132£!hannel Drive 
P.O. Box 112500 
Juneau, Ak. 99811-2500

RE; Shirley Demientieff Bridge Dedication Proposal 

Dear Commissioner Von Scheben

Shirley Demientieff, a Nenana Native Daughter, passed away January 3,2007 after a 
yearlong battle with lung cancer. Shirley was well-known community activist and Native 
leader. Shirley Demientieff is best known for her unbridled support for those in need. 
People are able to recount story after story after story of times and situations where she 
helped people.

The January 8,2007 issue of the Fairbanks News Miner noted that Pat Morgan wrote in 
the service program, “During Shirley’s life, she was the bridge over troubled waters for 
so many. At times that bridge was grand and easy to cross. But for marry that bridge over 
troubled waters of life was hidden. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to anyone in need and 
help guide him or her to that bridge. In some cases, Shirley took it upon herself to build 
that bridge, which for some was the only way home.”

The Alaska Native Veteran’s Association of Nenana, Alaska, Post 3 would like to 
formally request that the process for dedicating the concrete bridge directly north o f the 
Alaska Native Veteran’s Honor Bridge over the Tanana River be in i t i a l  We propose 
that the bridge be officially named the Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge in honor 
of her selfless endeavors in support of Alaska Native people and all who were less 
fortunate in their lives. And her work in helping to dedicate The Alaska Native Veteran’s 
Honor Bridge to the Alaska Native Veteran’s.
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N e n a n a  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l
PO. B o x  3 5 6  

Ne n a n a ,  A K  9 9 7 6 0
907.832.5461 

Fax 9 0 7 .832.1077

Nenana Native Council 
Resolution 2007-09

WHEREAS, The Alaska Native Veterans Post 3 commander Colonel William Lord has 
nominated the bridge over the slough next to the Alaska native veterans Bridge in Nenana 
after Shirley Demientieff pursuant to the attached letter.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved the Nenana Native council hereby endorsed the effort 
and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this endeavor be forwarded to TCC at its 
AnnuaLConvention and to Doyon Limited for support.

Mitch Demientieff 1 . Chief

i \ ^  __________________________________________
Attest By

,tp[ ocu'ipli. :2'j
3 r - A fy/ V * E A

\  \  2T.'

“Great Place to camp Between Two Rivers'‘



H U 1' Second Avenue 
I'iiirKiitks '>0701 
[•riua>. March 23,J. 2007

Tt> w h o m  it may concern,

information has come this morning of an effort to nominate the naming of the “slough 
Undue ‘ just outside of Nenana as the “Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge”. It’s our 
understanding that the Alaska Native Veteran’s Association, Post #3 of Nenana has proposed 
and endorsed this nomination; and we are happy/pleased/and honored to second and support
this nomination.

I am a longtime Friend and Supporter of Shirley and, as the rector of St. Matthew's here 
in l airhanks, was the celebrant at the Memorial services for Shirley, both here in Fairbanks and
in Nenana.

1 am the rector of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, here in Fairbanks, but I am writing as 
a personal supporter of the nomination, and longtime friend of Shirley, and not as the rector 
I b e in g  u n a b le  to  s p e a k  f o r  th e  C h u rc h  w ith o u t  th e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  th e  V es try  -  th e  ''B o a r d  o f  
D ire c to rs  " f o r  th e  C h u r c h ;  a n d  s u c h  a c tio n  is  im p o s s ib le  to  r e c e iv e  in  s o  s h o r t  a  tim e ). I am 
aiso not unfamiliar with Nenana, having ■ pent close to 40 years living in die Interior, and 
visiting Nenana frequently.

Shirley was all about bridges -  between cultures and communities and those in need, etc. 
Naming the bridge after her would be a significant action by the State in recognizing its citizens 
wlv. have worked to bring us all together, and hold us there; connecting us. This is a very very 
good and worthy idea. Naming the bridge after Shirley announces to travelers that Nenana is the 
kind of community that can produce such folk, and that cares.

Thank you for your consideration.

R esp ec t li 

*T" T

w
I  / v i z

The R ev . Scott Fisher
rector, St. Matthew’s Episcopal Chuich
Fairbanks, Alaska
101)7-450-5235: FAX: 907-456-2934; email: sfisher@mosquitonet.com]

mailto:sfisher@mosquitonet.com


1 Doyon Place, Suite 300 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-2941 
(907) 459-2000 
info@doyon.com

Doyon, Limi ted

APR I 0 2007

Jen . Kookesh's Office

RECEIVED

April 3, 2007

H onorable A lbert K ookesh 
State o f  A laska S enator 
State C apitol, Room  11 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

R E i Lett*? o f  Support - M em orial for Shirley  D em ien tie ff 

Dear Senatpc/K ookesh:

Shirley  D em ien tie ff  w as a cham pion o f  the A laska N ative People. She was a well know n 
state-w ide activ ist for her tireless support o f  those in need.

Shirley  passed  aw ay  in January  o f  2007 after a courageous year-long battle against 
cancer. It w as noted in the January  8, 2007 edition o f  the F a irb a n ks  N ew s-M iner, that Shirley  
truly w as the “bridge ov er troubled  w aters for so m any. S h irley ’s gift was to reach out to those 
in need and to help guide them  to that bridge o f  help , w hich for m any was the only w ay  hom e.”

It is this help ing , leadersh ip  role that D oyon, L im ited , w ishes to m em orialize and to 
inspire the con tinuation  o f  that fu ture leadership role o f  caring  for others.

D oyon, L im ited , form ally  requests that the b ridge  w hich is north o f  the A laska N ative 
V eteran ’s H onor B ridge  in N enana, A laska, be m em orialized  as the Shirley D em ientieff 
M em orial Bridge, in honor o f  this tru ly  com passionate w om an. Thank you for your 
consideration.

S incerely ,

O rie  W illiam s 
P residen t and CEO

cc: D oyon, L im ited  B oard o f  D irectors
C om m issioner Leo V on Scheben, PE, LS, M B A

mailto:info@doyon.com


Tanana Chiefs Conference
C hief Peter Joha T ribal Buiidiag

122 First Avenue, Suite 600 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4897 

(907) 452-8251 Fax: (907) 459-3850
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S enator A lbert K ookesh 
A laska State C apitol, Room  7 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

D ear Senator K ookesh,

T he T anana C hiefs Conference is in support o f  nam ing the sm all Bridge in N enana after 
the late M s. Shirley  D em ientieff o f  Fairbanks/N enana.

M s. D em ien tieff was very involved and cared  deep ly  for the Alaska Native Com m unity. 
She volunteered  on com m ittees or was board m em ber o f  but not lim ited to the follow ing:

•  A laska N atives Stand Up for Justice,
; . B oard m em ber o f  D oyon,L td,

•  Fairbanks N ative A ssociation,
•  1  unana C hiefs C onference H ealth  B oard,
•  Instrum ental in nam ing the T anana R iver B ridge the Alaska Native V eteran’s 

M em orial Bridge
•  T raveled  to the Yukon R iver V illages to speak  to the Com m unities about Suicide 

A w -reness and Prevention
•  Foster Parent to m any N ative C hildren.

W e respectfu lly  request your assistance in the nam ing o f  the small Bridge in N enana after 
the late Shirley  D em ientieff.

If  you have any questions, please call o r w rite m e at the above address.

S incerely,

T A N A N A  C H IE FS C O N FE R EN C E 

Jerry  Isaac -  P resident and CEO

Tanana Chiefs Conference is a unified voice advancing Tribal governments, economic and social development, promoting physical 
and mental wellness, educational ODDortunitics
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Senate Transportation Committee 
(907) 465-2827

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in hopes that you strongly consider naming the bridge on the George Parks 
Highway after Shirley Demientieff. Shirley Demientieff has been an inspiration to 
anybody that has ever been in her presence. She will be greatly missed for her diligence 
in working hard for the everyday people in her community and around the State of 
Alaska. Having personally known her since I was able to remember, I have seen the 
many extraordinary things that she was able to accomplish. I believe that honoring the 
bridge with her name will be a great step and carrying on her legacy and ideals as a 
person working strongly towards the betterment of society.

I am in strong support o f naming the bridge after Shirley Demientieff. Thank you and if 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Administrative Assistant, Shareholder Relations
Doyon, Limited
1 Doyon PI, Ste 300
Fairbanks, AK 99701 -2941
(907) 459-2016, phone
(907) 459-2065, fax
w w w . d o v o n  c o i n
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Dawn Head
1100 28" Ave, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 -  907-479-3670

April 20,2007

Senate Transportation Committee 
Attention: Senator, Albert Kookesh

Regarding: SB 158

Dear Senator:

I would like to add my letter o f support to those that have already submitted their letters. I believe 
that to name the portion of the Nenana Bridge after Shirley DemientiefTnot only honors her as a 
person but as a native leader in the community and Alaska. Shirley had dedicated her life to her 
people and in the scheme of Alaskan life it is but a little thing to dedicate a portion of a bridge in 
return.

Thank you, for your consideration of my letter of support. I look forward to seeing a dedication 
ceremony that names that portion o f the bridge “Shirley Demientieff’.

Sincerely,

Dawn Head
Past Neighbor and faend o f Shirley



D O Y O N  H U M A N # 8 30 a m 04-20-20U.

Senate Transportation Committee 
Fax: (907)465-2827 

Attention: Senator Kookesh

Dear Senator Kookesh:

We are in support o f SB 158. an Act designating the bridge on the George Parks 
Highway directly north o f  the Alaska Native Veterans’ Honor Bridge as the 
Shirley DemientiefFMemorial Bridge.

Ms. Shirley Demientieff was a well respected Doyon shareholder, as well as an 
activist for many issues throughout interior Alaska. A monument remembering 
her contribution serving Alaska is very well-deserving.

Thank you for your consideration,

Teddy and Eva Edwards 
821 Jay Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
(907) 333-2992
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T o W hom  It M ay C o n ce rn :

SB 158. An A ct d e s ig n a tin g  th e  b ridge  on  th e  G e o rg e  P arlts  H ighw ay tii 
no rth  o f th e  A lask a  N ative V e te ra n s ' H onor B ridge a s  th e  Shirley Dernier 
M em orial B ridge.

Sh irley  D em ien tieff h a s  m e a n t s o  m any  d ifferen t th in g s to  so  m any  differ 
p e o p le . T h a t it w ould b e  ap p ro p ria te  to  rec o g n ize  h e r  with th e  nam ing  pf 
b ridge . A s in life s h e  w a s  th e  b ridge  ov er troub led  w a te rs  for s o  m any  pe 
T h e  tim e a n d  effo rt s h e  p u t into organizing  s e a rc h  a n d  re s c u e s  in s o  mai 
a n d  local co m m u n ities . T h is w ould b e  a  g re a t  h o n o r to  a  g re a t w om an .
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