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Mr. Chairman, authorizes two exchanges of land of
approximately 10 acres between the ARRC and DOT in order to 
accommodate two DOT projects.

The two projects aie:
1. The widening and lane improvement of the 

Parks Highway in Wasilla
2. Construction of Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron at 

the Fairbanks International Airport.

Both of these projects Mr. Chairman require adjustments to the 
RR’s track and ROW lands.

This legislation ensures that all the appropriate titles to property 
can be in place for both of these DOT projects.

Section one to the land exchange for the Parks Highway 
improvement project

Section two pertains to the land exchange for Cargo Apron at the 
Fairbanks International Airport.

Mr. Chairman, Alaska Statute 42.40.285 requires legislative 
approval for the ARRC to “exchange, donate, sell, or otherwise 
convey its entire interest in land.”

To answer specifics regarding these projects, representatives from 
the DOT and ARRC are here in the audience or online to answer 
your questions.
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COMMITTEE
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Senate Transportation Committee Members
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April 4, 2007

Senate Transportation Committee Schedule for the week of 
April 9 -  13, 2007
1:30pm to 3:00pm -  State Capitol, Room 205 (Butrovich Room)

Tuesday. April 10. 2007

HB 8: An Act naming the law enforcement training facility in Fairbanks—the J. Lamm 
Law Enforcement Training Facility. Sponsor: Representative Jay Ramras

SB 137: An Act authorizing two exchanges of land between the Alaska Railroad 
Corporation and the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. Sponsor:
Senate Transportation Committee

Thursday. April 12. 2007

SB 139: An Act modifying the criteria used to limited liability for certain airfield owners 
or operators. Sponsor: Senator Donny Olsen



Alaska State Legislature

SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Senate Bill 137: DOT and RR Land Swap

Senate Bill 137 would authorize the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) to exchange approximately 
ten acres of land with the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOTPF) to accommodate 
two DOTPF projects. The Parks Highway Improvement project in Wasilla and the Heavy Aircraft Cargo 
Apron project at the Fairbanks International Airport both require an adjustment to the Alaska Railroad’s 
track and right-of way lands. This legislation ensures that all the appropriate titles to property can be in 
place for both of these important DOTPF projects.

The Alaska Railroad Corporation Act, Alaska Statute 42.40.285, requires Legislative approval for the 
ARRC to “exchange, donate, sell or otherwise convey its entire interest in land”.

Section 1: Parks Highway Improvement Project
Section 1 conveys approximately 6.3 acres of ARPC property adjacent to the Parks Highway to DOTPF. 
The widening and lane improvements to the Parks Highway required relocation of a portion of the Alaska 
Railroad mainline in the vicinity of Wasilla Lake. DOTPF acquired the necessary property south of the 
existing 200-foot Alaska Railroad right-of-way. The ARRC was able to relocate its tracks to this property 
just south of its original alignment. Once the railroad was relocated, DOTPF was able to complete 
construction of the improvements to the Parks Highway. The project is complete.

Section 2: Fairbanks International Airport Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron
Section 2 would convey approximately 3.3 acres of ARRC property to DOTPF to accommodate 
construction of the new Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron. Fairbanks International Airport is 43rd in the nation 
for the amount of landed weight, serves nearly a million passengers and has 17 airlines operating at the 
facility. Replacing the currently inadequate heavy aircraft cargo apron located next to the airport terminal 
is part of the planned construction upgrade and expansion of the Fairbanks International Airport. Of the 
four current aircraft parking positions, two interfere with the taxiway and create a potential safety risk. 
Expansion of the terminal will create additional interference with the third parking position. To eliminate 
a potential safety hazard and accommodate the airport expansion, the DOTPF is planning to construct a 
new heavy aircraft cargo apron on ARRC property adjacent to the airport. This proposed land exchange 
of approximately 3.3 acres will allow for the construction of a heavy aircraft cargo apron that will provide 
parking for four large cargo planes and be designed to handle the weight and size of the largest cargo 
planes. DOTPF must have a legally sufficient title interest to property in order to comply with Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) grant assurances and funding participation requirements. Construction of 
this project will begin this summer.
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SENATE BILL NO. 137

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Introduced: 3/23/07
Referred: Transportation, Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act authorizing two exchanges of land between the Alaska Railroad Corporation 

and the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

:o read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, (a) Contingent 

tpon conveyance to the Alaska Railroad Corporation by the Department of Transportation 

md Public Ea£iiities of its entire interest in real property onto which the railroad utility 

:orridor may be or has been relocated, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to 

:onvey the corporation's entire interest in approximately 6.3 acres, more or less, of railroad 

itility corridor between railroad mileposts 158.8 and 159.6, within Sections 10 and 11, 

'ownship 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian, to the Department of Transportation
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(b) The conveyance described in this section is made for the purpose of realignment 

of the railroad to allow relocation of a portion of the Parks Highway in Wasilla by the 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highway operations and 

enhance safety.

(c) The land conveyed by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

the Alaska Railroad Corporation shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance 

with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, (a) Contingent 

upon conveyance to the Alaska Railroad Corporation by the Department of Transportation 

md Public Facilities of its entire interest in real property onto which the railroad utility 

:orridor may be or has been relocated, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to 

:onvey the corporation's entire interest in approximately 3.331 acres, more or less, of railroad 

itility corridor between railroad mileposts H-9.3 and H-10, within Sections 23, 25, and 26, 

rownship 1 South, Range 2 West, Fairbanks Meridian, to the Department of Transportation 

nd Public Facilities.

(b) The conveyance described in this section is made for the purpose of realignment 

f the railroad to allow construction of a heavy aircraft apron and other improvements at the 

airbanks International Airport by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

nprove airport operations and efficiency.

(c) The land conveyed by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

le Alaska RaHroad Corporation shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance 

ith AS 42.40.'

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

ailroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

and Public Facilities.

-2-New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



HEAVY AIRCRAFT CARGO APRON

•PROJECT DESCRIPTION*:

Work u n d e r this p ro jec t will include th e  design  a n d  construction  of a  n ew  
26.5 a c r e  c a rg o  a p ro n  a re a  a t  th e  south e n d  of th e  w est ram p  a n d  
extension  of Taxiway "A" approx im ate ly  1,000 fe e t to  provide a c c e ss . The 
a p ro n  will a c c o m m o d a te  four B-747 on  c o n c re te  ha rd stands. Ancillary 
work will include  th e  construction  of fencing , a c c e s s  roads, snow  s to ra g e  
a re a s  a n d  subsu rface  d ra in a g e  systems.

•PROJECT JUSTIFICATION*:

Transient h e av y  aircraft parking is p rov ided  on  th e  a p ro n  south of th e  
term inal building. R ecen t inspections of th e  p a v e m e n t in this a re a  
d e te rm in e d  th a t th e  ap ro n  has r e a c h e d  th e  e n d  of its design  life a n d  
requires rehabilitation or to ta l reconstruction . In add ition , tw o of the  
existing four h a rd s tan d s p e n e tra te  th e  FAR Part 77 transition surface.

Also, th re e  of th e  four existing four h a rd s tan d s  will b e  re n d e re d  in o p erab le  
this sum m er d u e  to  th e  southern  expansion  a n d  construction  of th e  
p a s se n g e r  term inal resulting from th e  Terminal A rea D evelopm en t Project. 
The rem aining  old h a rd s tan d  will b e  opera tiona lly  con flic ted  w hen  during 
p a sse n g e r  o p e ra tio n s on  th e  south e n d  o. th e  p a sse n g e r  term inal.

The p ro jec t site is in a n  u n -d ev e lo p ed  a re a  of th e  airport a n d  it is 
a n tic ip a te d  th a t th ese  im provem ents will perm it th e  private  d e v e lo p m e n t 
of underutilized lan d  by providing a c c e s s  to  th e  airside from these  
properties. This d e v e lo p m e n t will e x p a n d  th e  po ten tia l rev e n u e  b a s e  for 
airporf o p e ra tio n s by  o p en in g  add itional le a se  a c r e a g e ,  affording 
w arehousing  opportunities, a n d  assuring short a n d  long-term  h eav y  
aircraft parking.





PARKS HIGHWAY - WASILLA

PROJECT SUMMARY STATEMENT

T h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  is  a  r u r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  m a j o r  c i t ie s  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  W a s i l l a  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w it h  t h e  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a ,  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  
h i g h w a y  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 7 1  a n d  1 9 7 2  a s  a  t w o - l a n e  r u r a l  h i g h w a y .  I n  1 9 9 6 ,  t h e  
h i g h w a y  w a s  w i d e n e d  b e t w e e n  P a l m e r - W a s i l l a  H i g h w a y  a n d  C r u s e y  S t r e e t  t o  f o u r  
l a n e s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  b e t w e e n  S e w a r d  
M e r i d i a n  P a r k w a y  a n d  C r u s e y  S t r e e t .

T h e  r e c e n t  p r o j e c t  i s  t h e  t h ir d  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a ' s  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d is t r ic t .  T h i s  
p r o j e c t  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  f r o m  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  P a r k w a y  ( S e w a r d  
M e r i d i a n )  t o  C r u s e y  S t r e e t .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a  
c o m m e r c i a l  d is t r ic t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a .  T o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w it h  t h e  a d j a c e n t  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  c h a n g e s  a t  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  
f r o m  a  h i g h - s p e e d  ( 5 5  m p h )  r u r a l  h i g h w a y  t o  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s p e e d  ( 4 5  m p h )  u r b a n  
h i g h w a y  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  a t  s p e c i f i e d  l o c a t i o n s .  T h e  p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  f r o n t a g e  r o a d s  
i m p r o v e d  o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o ,  a n d  p a r a l l e l  w it h ,  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y ,  a s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t i e s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  f i v e - l a n e  h i g h w a y :  t w o  l a n e s  n o r t h b o u n d  a n d  
t w o  l a n e s  s o u t h b o u n d  w it h  a  m e d i a n  t w o - w a y  le f t  t u r n  l a n e .  A d d i t i o n a l  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e :  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  n e w  t w o - l a n e ,  t w o - w a y ,  f r o n t a g e  r o a d s ;  a  
g r a d e - s e p a r a t e d  i n t e r c h a n g e  a t  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  P a r k w a y ;  a  c o n t i n u o u s  p a t h w a y  o n  
t h e  h i g h w a y ' s  n o r t h  s i d e ;  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  %  o f  a  m i l e  o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k ; 
a n d  h i g h w a y  a n d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i l l u m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  3 . 4  m i l e  s e g m e n t  t r a n s i t i o n s  f r o m  
t h e  f o u r  l a n e  d i v i d e d  h i g h w a y  t o  t h e  e a s t  t o  a  l o w e r - s p e e d  s e g m e n t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  W a s i l l a .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  »n 
2 0 0 6 .

T h e  t o t a l  p r o j e c t  c o s t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 5 , 6 9 7 , 0 0 0 .



KINUV STREET

® ILIAMNA STRl

CRUjSEY STREET
WSsiLLA " ST

PARCEL NO. I 
CONVEYED FROM 
ARRC TO ADOTtiPF

10 SECTION ION 00*391571  W 2 * Q 2 J .Q 2 l 
S 1/16 SFCTION II 11

PARCEL NO. 2  I
CONVEYED FROM 
ADOTBPF TO ARRC

ORIGINAL ARRC TRACK

RELOCATED ARRC TRACK

0 0 ’ 42 ' 07"'3.581

S.
SEC

.

H
m  ----------

0  2 X I*
SSB

PARCEL TO BE CONVEYED

DIMENSIONS ARE METRIC UNLESS 
OTHERWISE NOTED
BEARINGS ARE STATE PLANE. ZONE 4

WASILLA LAKE

W 517.231 SECTION 10 |

MCS£tT™n r  
EXISTING ARRC RIGHT OF WAY

PROPOSED ARRC RIGHT OF WAY

STATE OF ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

P R E L IM IN A R Y



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
Title L and T ran sfe rs  A laska RR & D OTPF

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version:

0  Publish Date:

SB137-0OT-CO-04-04-07

D O T& P FDept. Affected:
‘ R D U

Com ponent Commissioner's Office^

Admin and Support (3330

Sponsor

Requester

Senate Transportation Committee

S T R A Com ponent No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y

Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S "

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (

FU N D  S O U R C E

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)
T O T A L

Estim ate  o f an y  current yea r  (FY2007) co s t: 0.0

Mark th is  b o x  (X) if fund ing  fo r th is  bill is included in the G o vern o r 's  F Y  2008 budget proposal: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill has no financial impact on DOT&PF

Prepared by: Mary Siroky________________________________________________________  Phone 465-4772

Division Commissioner's Office______________________________________________  Date/Time 4/C4/07 3:50pm

Approved by: Leo von Scheben, Commissioner_______________________________  Date 4/4/2007_______

Agency Department of Transportation and Public Facilities________________

D o n a  1 A



Mr. Chairman, HB 168 authorizes two exchanges of land of 
approximately 10 acres between the ARRC and DOT in order to 
accommodate two DOT projects.

The two projects are:
1. The widening and lane improvement o f the 

Parks Highway in Wasilla
2. Construction of Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron at 

the Fairbanks International Airport.

Both of these projects Mr. Chairman require adjustments to the 
RR’s track and ROW lands.

This legislation ensures that all the appropriate titles to property 
can be in place for both of these DOT projects.

Section one to the land exchange for the Parks Highway 
improvement project

Section two pertains to the land exchange for Cargo Apron at the 
Fairbanks International Airport.

Mr. Chairman, Alaska Statute 42.40.285 requires legislative 
approval for the ARRC to “exchange, donate, sell, or otherwise 
convey its entire interest in land.”

To answer specifics regarding these projects, representatives from 
the DOT and ARRC are here in the audience or online to answer 
your questions.
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Senate Bill 137: DOT and RR Land Swap

Senate Bill 137 would authorize the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) to exchange approximately 
ten acres of land with the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOTPF) to accommodate 
two DOTPF projects. The Parks Highway Improvement project in Wasilla and the Heavy Aircraft Cargo 
Apron project at the Fairbanks International Airport both require an adjustment to the Alaska Railroad’s 
track and right-of way lands. This legislation ensures that all the appropriate titles to property can be in 
place for both of these important DOTPF projects.

The Alaska Railroad Corporation Act, Alaska Statute 42.40.285, requires Legislative approval for the 
ARRC to “exchange, donate, sell or otherwise convey its entire interest in land”.

Section 1: Parks Highway Improvement Project
Section I conveys approximately 6.3 acres of ARRC property adjacent to the Parks Highway to DOTPF. 
The widening and lane improvements to the Parks Highway required relocation of a portion of the Alaska 
Railroad mainline in the vicinity of Wasilla Lake. DOTPF acquired the necessary property south of the 
existing 200-foot Alaska Railroad right-of-way. The ARRC was able to relocate its tracks to this property 
just south of its original alignment. Once the railroad was relocated, DOTPF was able to complete 
construction of the improvements to the Parks Highway. The project is complete.

Section 2: Fairbanks International Airport Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron
Section 2 would convey approximately 3.3 acres of ARRC property to DOTPF to accommodate 
construction of the new Heavy Aircraft Cargo Apron. Fairbanks International Airport is 43rd in the nation 
for the amount of landed weight, serves nearly a million passengers and has 17 airlines operating at the 
facility. Replacing the currently inadequate heavy aircraft cargo apron located next to the airport terminal 
is part of the planned construction upgrade and expansion of the Fairbanks International Airport. Of the 
four current aircraft parking positions, two interfere with the taxiway and create a potential safety risk. 
Expansion of the terminal will create additional interference with the third parking position. To eliminate 
a potential safety hazard and accommodate the airport expansion, the DOTPF is planning to construct a 
new heavy aircraft cargo apron on ARRC property adjacent to the airport. This proposed land exchange 
of approximately 3.3 acres will allow for the construction of a heavy aircraft cargo apron that will provide 
parking for four large cargo planes and be designed to handle the weight and size of the largest cargo 
planes. DOTPF must have a legally sufficient title interest to property in order to comply with Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) grant assurances and funding participation requirements. Construction of 
this project will begin this summer.
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

SENATE BILL NO. 137

BY THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COM M ITTEE

Introduced: 3/23/07
Referred: T ransportation, Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act authorizing two exchanges of land between the Alaska Railroad Corporation 

and the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, (a) Contingent 

jpon conveyance to the Alaska Railroad Corporation by the Department of Transportation 

ind Public Facilities of its entire interest in real property onto which the railroad utility 

:orridor may be or has been relocated, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to 

:onvey the corporation's entire interest in approximately 6.3 acres, more or less, of railroad 

itility corridor between railroad mileposts 158.8 and 159.6, within Sections 10 and 11, 

fownship 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian, to the Department of Transportation
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and Public Facilities.

(b) The conveyance described in this section is made for the purpose of realignment 

of the railroad to allow relocation of a portion of the Parks Highway in Wasilla by the 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highway operations and 

enhance safety.

(c) The land conveyed by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

the Alaska Railroad Corporation shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance 

with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, (a) Contingent 

upon conveyance to the Alaska Railroid Corporation by the Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities of its entire interest in real property onto which the railroad utility 

corridor may be or has been relocated, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to 

convey the corporation's entire interest in approximately 3.331 acres, more or less, of railroad 

utility corridor between railroad mileposts H-9.3 and H-10, within Sections 23, 25, and 26, 

Township 1 South, Range 2 West, Fairbanks Meridian, to the Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities.

(b) The conveyance described in this section is made for the purpose of realignment 

of the railroad to allow construction of a heavy aircraft apron and other improvements at the 

Fairbanks International Airport by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

improve airport operations and efficiency.

(c) The land conveyed by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to 

the Alaska Railroad Corporation shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance 

with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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