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STATE OF ALASKA S A R A H  P A U N ,  G O V E R N O R

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs p.o. bo x  moo
Fort Richardson, AK  99905

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R  /  PHONE: (907) 428-6003
• FAX: (907)428-6017

February 6, 2008

The Honorable Lesil McGuire 
Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator McGuire:

I am writing to request you schedule Senate Bill 232, the act relating to Emergency 
Firefighter Pay for National Guard members. SB 232 will pay Alaska National Guard 
members, called by the Department of Natural Resources to fight fires, the same 
amount of money that emergency firefighters are paid. This will provide equal pay for 
equal work on the fire lines.

Currently, the law states that Alaska National Guard members called to duty must be 
paid at state active duty rates. The state active duty rate of pay is V2 to V4 of what the 
Emergency Firefighters are being paid for the same work.

Thank you for your consideration.

Campbell
ussioner of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs



P.O. BOX MOO 
F o r t Richardson, AK 99305 

PHONE: (907) 428-6003 
FAX (907) 428-6017

S A R A H  P A L I N ,  G O V E R N O R

S e c tio n a l A n a ly s is  fo r  SB 232-Em ergency  F ire f ig h te r  P a y  fo r 
A la s k a  N a t io n a l  G u a r d  M em b e rs

• Section 1, the Governor may delegate authority to the Adjutant General of the 
Alaska National Guard to activate troops.

• Section 2 changes the statute to allow National Guard members, when fighting 
wild fires, to be paid the same as all other emergency firefighters instead of State 
Active Duty rates.

• Section 3 provides an immediate effective date.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R
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January 15, 2008

The Honorable Lytia Green 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 111 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear President Green:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am 
transmitting a bill authorizing the Governor to delegate to the adjutant general the 
authority to order the organized militia into active state service and authorizing 
payment of Alaska National Guard called into active state service to fight wildfires at 
rates of pay established for certain emergency fire-fighting personnel.

Section 1 of the bill would amend AS 26.05.070, which authorizes the Governor 
to order the organized militia into active state service in certain circumstances, to 
authorize the Governor to delegate to the adjutant general the authority to order the 
organized militia into active state service if these circumstances exist. Ihe organized 
militia includes the Alaska National Guard, the Alaska Naval Militia, and the Alaska 
State Defense Force. The circumstances under which the organized militia may be 
called into active state service include the occurrence ox imminent danger of occurrence 
of a disaster or other catastrophe. Authorizing the Governor to delegate to the adjutant 
genera! the authority to order the organized militia into active state service is 
appropriate to allow a rapid response to such events, particularly if the Governor is not 
immediately available.

Section 2 of the bill would amend AS 26.05.260(b), which establishes the pay for 
members of the Alaska National Guard and the Alaska Naval Militia called into active 
slate service under AS 26.05.070, to authorize the payment of Alaska National Guard 
personnel called to active state service to fight wrildfircs at rates of pay established for 
emergency fire-fighting personnel under AS 41.15.030 if the adjutant general and the 
commissioner of natural resources so agree. Existing AS 41.15.030 provides that the 
commissioner of natural resources may hire emergency fire-fighting personnel and shall 
establish classifications and rates of pay for the emergency fire-fighting personnel



T

consistent with the compensation paid by other fire-fighting agencies, lire amendment 
to AS 26.05.260(b) will allow pay parity between national guard and civilian personnel 
of specified classifications fighting wikifires by agreement between the commissioner of 
natural resources and the adjutant general Section 2 would also amend AS 26.05.2611(b) 
to remove an outdated provision relating to payment of Alaska National Guard and 
Alaska Naval Militia members for active service performed during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2000.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

The Honorable Lyda Green
January 15, 2008
Page 2
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25-GS2016VA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE SENATE RULES COM M ITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

Introduced: 1/18/08 
Referred: State Affairs, Finance

SENATE BILL NO. 232

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act authorizing the governor to delegate to the adjutant general the authority to

2 order the organized militia into active state service and authorizing the payment of

3 Alaska National Guard called into active state service to fight wildfires at rates of pay

4 established for certain emergency fire-fighting personnel; and providing for an effective

5 date."

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

7 * Section 1. AS 26.05.070 is amended to read:
8 Sec. 26.05.070. Governor may order organized militia into active state

9 service. In the event of war, disaster, insurrection, rebellion, tumult, catastrophe,
10 invasion, or riot; or if a mob or body of men act together by force with intent to
11 commit a felony or to offer violence to persons or property, or by force and violence to
12 break and resist the laws of the state, or the United States; or in the case of imminent
13 danger of the occurrence of any of these events; or whenever responsible civil

SB0232A -1-
New Texc U n d e r lin e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SB 232
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1 authorities fail to preserve law and order, or protect life and property, or the governor
2 believes that failure is imminent, the governor may order the organized militia or any
3 part of it, into active state service to execute the laws and to perform duties in
4 connection with them that the governor considers proper. Whenever any portion of the
5 militia is ordered into active state service by the governor, it becomes an additional
6 police force, retaining its separate entity and operating at all times as a military
7 organization under military command, with power to cooperate with but not to
8 supersede the existing civilian law enforcement officers whenever possible, for the re-
9 establishment of law and order and for the protection of life and property. The

10 governor may also order members of the organized militia to active state service, with
11 their consent, for the purpose of training or for full-time duty with the office of the
12 adjutant general. T h e  g o v e rn o r  m ay  de legate a u th o r ity  to o rd e r  the o rg an ized
13 m ilit ia  o r  an y  p a r t  o f  it. in to  ac tive  sta te se rv ice u n d e r th is section to the a d ju ta n t
14 g en e ra l.
15 * Sec. 2. AS 26.05.260(b) is amended to read:
16 (b) Members of the Alaska National Guard and Alaska Naval Militia are
17 entitled to receive, for each day of active service under AS 26.05.070, pay equal to
18 200 percent of the minimum daily basic pay provided by federal laws and regulations
19 for members of equivalent grades of the United States armed forces, excep t th a t the
2 0  a d ju ta n t g en e ra l an d  the c om m iss io n e r o f  n a tu ra l re sou rce s  m ay ag ree that
21 specified  c la ss ifica tion s  o f  A la s k a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  p e rso n n e l ca lle d  to active state
2 2  se rv ice  to fig h t w ild fire s  sh a ll be pa id  at ra tes es tab lish ed  f o r  em ergency f ire -
23 fig h ting  p e rso n n e l in acco rd an ce  w ith  A S  4 1 .1 5 .0 3 0 . [HOWEVER, A MEMBER
24 MAY NOT RECEIVE LESS THAN $105 PER DAY FOR ACTIVE SERVICE
25 PERFORMED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2000.] For fiscal
26 years beginning after June 30, 2000, the minimum payment of $105 shall be increased
27 one percent for each percent increase in the consumer price index for Anchorage,
28 Alaska, as determined by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
29 Statistics, not to exceed an annual increase of four percent. The increase, if any, takes
30 effect not more than 30 days after the release of the consumer price index. The
31 consumer price index that is published immediately after July 1, 1999, is the reference

25-GS2016\A
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base in lex.
* Sec. 3. Thi Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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D N R  C om m en ts  o n  7 7 3 -0 8 -0 01 6  
A u th o r iz in g  p a ym e n t o f  A la s k a  N a t io n a l G u a rd  c a lle d  in to  se rv ice  to  f ig h t w ild fire s

a t R F F  R a te s  o f  P a y

D iv is io n  o f  F o re s try  u se  o f  th e  D M V A  N a tio n a l  G u a rd  re so u rc e s  has o c c u rre d  in fre q u e n d v  
a n d  o n ly  u n d e r  e x tre m e  fire o c c u rre n c e . W h e n  w e  h av e  u se d  th e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  th ey  h av e  
b e e n  o f  im m e n se  v a lue . S ince  2000 , th e  G u a rd  has b e e n  u tilized  fo u r tim es, o n c e  in  2002  
tw ice  in  2004  a n d  o n c e  in  2007 . H o w e v e r , th e  ac tu a l availability  o f  th e  G u a rd  has b e e n  
u n p a c te  _i by m o b iliz a tio n s  to  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o rld , m a k in g  th e m  to tally  u n availab le  
d u r in g  so m e  fire sea so n s .

Id en tific r.tio n  o f  th e  c o s ts  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e ir  fu tu re  u sage  is to ta lly  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
fac to rs  w e c a n n o t p re d ic t  -  su cn  as th e  sev erity  o f  th e  fire sea so n , availability  o f  N a tio n a l 
G u a rd  U n its , a n d  th e  co n fig u j a tio n  (n u m b e r  a n d  ty p es o f  p o s it io n s  o r  re so u rc e s  re q u ire d  fo r  
th e  s itu a tio n ), as w ell as th e  fa c t th e  D iv is io n  o f  F o re s try  c a n  o n ly  use  th e m  a f te r  w e  have  
u se d  all availab le  c iv ilian  asse ts  (also a v a ria b le  th a t  is im p a c te d  by  o th e r  in d u s try  use  a n d  th e  
seaso n ). T h e  p rim a ry  re a so n  th a t w e  h a v e  u s e d  th e  G u a rd  in  re c e n t years h a s  b e e n  th e  lack 
o f  c iv ilian  h e lic o p te rs  in  th e  s ta te . A  n u m b e r  o f  fac to rs  in  th e  av ia tio n  a n d  o il a n d  gas 
in d u s tr ie s  h av e  le d  to  a s tead y  d ec lin e  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  civ ilian  h e lic o p te rs  availab le  fo r  use 
o n  w ild lan d  fires. B o th  th e  leg isla tu re  a n d  p re v io u s  a d m in is tra tio n s  h av e  su p p o r te d  u se  o f  
p riv a te  s e c to r  c o n tra c ts  fo r  F o re s try  av ia tio n .

S u m m ary  o f  u se  sin ce  2000:

•  In  2002 , A K N G  flew  fo r 39 .0  h e lic o p te r  h o u rs  a n d  D O F  p a id  $177 ,0 0 0  fo r  a to ta l o f  
5 days.

•  In  2004 , A K N G  flew  258.1 h e lic o p te r  h o u rs  a n d  D O F  p a id  $6 4 9 ,3 7 9 .6 0  (includes 
fligh t h o u rs , p e rso n n e l, m eals, lo d g in g , e tc .), d u r in g  2  d iffe re n t m o b iliz a tio n s  to ta lin g  
50 days.

•  In  2007 , A K N G  flew  30 .4  h e lic o p te r  h o u rs  a n d  D O F  p a id  $ 1 4 7 ,351 .80  fo r  a to ta l o f  
4  days (in c lu d es fligh t h o u rs , p e rso n n e l, a n d  a fuel t r u c k , . . .n o  m eals a n d  lo d g in g  as 
th e  c rew s flew  b a c k  a n d  fo r th  f ro m  th e  W illow  to  F o r t  R ich  every  n igh t)

I t is w o rth y  to  n o te  th a t  in  tw o  o f  th o se  th re e  years th is  p ro p o s e d  leg isla tion  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  
in c reased  th e  a m o u n t pa id . In  20 0 2  a n d  2 0 0 7  th e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  u n its  w e re  n o t  p u t  o n  
A c tiv e  D u ty  a n d  th u s  c o n tin u e d  to  rece iv e  th e ir  n o rm a l g u a rd  pay  p lu s  o v e rtim e . In  20 0 4  
w h e n  th e y  w ere  p laced  o n  A c tiv e  D u ty  a n d  re c e iv e d  c o m b a t pay , w h ich  in  m o s t  cases  is less 
th a n  th ey  w o u ld  rece iv e  as reg u la r em p lo y ees.

T h e  20 0 7  E F F  ra tes  a re  a tta c h e d . U n d e r  th e  n e w  leg isla tion , P ilo ts  w o u ld  b e  p a id  a t th e  E F F  
P ilo t ra te  (E F F -12, $ 3 5 .2 3 /h r .) . A irc ra f t m e c h a n ic s  a n d  o th e r  s u p p o r t  p e rs o n n e l  w o u ld  be  
p a id  a t  ra te s  e q u iv a le n t to  th o se  p o s itio n s  o n  E F F  ra te  sch ed u le . R a tes  h av e  n o t  b e e n  
es ta b lish e d  fo r 2008 , b u t  typically  g o  u p  a b o u t  3 %  year.
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Overtime Daily (12 Weekly
EFF Title Hourly rate (1.5x) Hours) (7x12)

EFF-12 (Pilot) $35.23 $52.85 $422.76 $3,734.38
EFF 9 (Loadm $24.30 $36.45 $291.60 $2,575.80
EFF-8 (Rear d $21.99 $32.99 $263.88 $2,330.94
EFF-11 (Ager $29.39 $44.09 $352.68 $3,115.34



GRADE
SAD Daily 

Rate

SAD
Weekly
Rate

0 6 /C 0 L  
05/LTC 
04/M AJ 
03 /C PT  
0 2 /1 LT 
01/2LT

03E/C PT
02E/1LT
01E/2LT

CW5
CW4
CW3
CW2
CW1

E9/SGM
E8/MSG
E7/SFC
E6/SSG
E5/SGT
E4/SPC
E3/PFC
E2/PVT
E1/PV1

$357.50
$298.00
$257.12
$226.06
$195.30
$169.56

$301.58
$264.88
$213.32

$415.40
$233.60
$213.34
$188.78
$165.70

$282.26
$231.04
$160.62
$138.92
$127.30
$121.92*
$121.92*
$121.92*
$121.92*

$2,502.50
$2,086.00
$1,799.84
$1,582.42
$1,367.10
$1,186.92

$2,111.06
$1,854.16
$1,493.24

$2,907.80
$1,635.20
$1,493.38
$1,321.46
$1,159.90

$1,975.82
$1,617.28
$1,124.34
$972.44
$891.10
$853.44
$853.44
$853.44
$853.44



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

0016 -D O A -D O P -1 2-17-07Identifier (file name);
Title "An Ac t authorizing Ihe governor to delegate to the adjutant

the authority to order organized millia into active state svc "

Sponsor
Requester

Rules Committee
Governor

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

1
SB 232

1/18/08

Dept Affected 
'R D U

Administration
Central Administrative Services

Component Personnel

Component Number 56

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation
Required Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2009 F Y  2009 F Y  2010 F Y  2011 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014
Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

Miscellaneous

00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0 0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0 00 00 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 00 00 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00 00 00
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 00
0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0 0.0 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | I I I I I I

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) I I I I I I I

FU N D  S O U R C E ____________________________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health 

Other Interagency Receipts

00 0.0 0.0 00 00 00 0.0
00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
00 00 00 0.0 0.0 00 00
00 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0 0.0
00 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0 00
00 0.0 00 00 00 00 0.0

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate o f any current year (FY2008) cost: 0 0

PO SIT IO NS

Full-time

Part-time
Temporary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill will have no fiscal impact on the Division of Personnel

Prepared by Nicki Neal, Director  Phone 907-465-4429

Division Division of Personnel  Date/Time 12/17/07 1 40 p.m

Approved by Kevin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner_____________________________  Date 12/26/2007_____
Department of Administration__________________________________
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) LL#08-0016-DNR-Fire-01 -08-08
Title Authorizing the governor to delegate the adjunct general

Dept Affected:
'R D U

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

SB 232
1/18/08

Natural Resources

the authority to order the organized militia into active state service.. 
Sponsor Rules Committee
Requester Governor_________

Statewide Fire Suppression 
Component Fire Suppression Activity

Component Number

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation

Required

O P E R A T IN G  EX P E N D ITU R E S F Y  2009 F Y  2009

Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

IC A P IT A L  EX P EN D ITU R ES I I I I I I I

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) i I I i i i i

FU N D  S O U R C E ______________________________________i i  (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Menta! Health 

Other Interagency Receipts
T O T A L *** IN D E TE R M IN A T E  ***

Estim ate o f any current year (FY2008) cost: Indeterminate

P O S I T I O N S _____________________ ____________________

Full-time

Part-time
Temporary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The cost is indeterminate. Since 2000, the Army National Guard (ANG) has been utilized four times: once in 2002, 
twice in 2004, and once in 2007. The only impact may be to the Fire Suppression Activity Component when ANG Units 
are involved in the actual suppression of wildland fires. The use of ANG resources on wildland fires has been and will 
continue to be highly variable as it is based on factors that cannot be easily predicted such as: severity of the fire 
season, availability of oth^r resources, and the unavailability of ANG units due to deployment elsewhere in the world. 
Identification of costs is dependent on unpredictable factors including availability of civilian resources. Guard module 
configurations to meet specific wildland fire situations, and industry availability of private sector equipment contracts 
such as helicopters.

Prepared by Lynn Wilcock________________________________________________________________  Phone (907) 451-2675

Division Forestry_____________________________________________________________________  Date/Time 1/8/2008_______

Approved by: Tom Irwin. Commissioner___________________________________  Date 1/8/2008
Natural Resources
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Fiscal Note Number.
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

SB 232

1/18/08

Identifier (file name) 0016-DMVA-ARNG-1 -11 -08
Title

Dept Affected
’ r d u

D M VA

Sponsor
Requester

T A G  authorization to order militia into active state service and 

_authorization of payment for fighting wildfires____________________ Component National Guard Military Headquarters'
Military and Veterans Affairs

Rules Committee
Governor Component Number 2135

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation

Required Information
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

• • • • • • •
• • ■ • • • •
♦ • • • • • •
• • • • • • •
• • • • • • •
• * • • • • •
• • • • • • •
• • ■ • • • •

TOTAL OPERATING • • • • • • •

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES •
I * * I

p  .  "  ■
_ * I * I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( >
•

I * I * I •
* J * I

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F
1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health 

Other Interagency Receipts

• m • • • • •
• • • • • * •
• • • • • • •
• • • • • a a
• • • • • m •
• • • • • • •

T O T A L • * • • • • •

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time • • • • • • •
Part-time • • a • • • •

Temporary *
• a • • • •

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Funds to pay for firefighter services are RSA'd from the Fire Suppression Fund of the Department of Natural Resources.

Due to fluctuating demands for firefighters and unknown number of events per year, we are submitting an indeterminate 
fiscal note. It is not known at this time what the impact of this legislation will be to the Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs budget.

Prepared by: McHugh Pierre, Communications Director/Legislative Liasion

Division National Guard Military Headquarters/Commissioner's Office

Approved by: Commissioner Craig Campbell____________________

Phone 907 465-4621
Date/Time 1/11/08 1:30 PM

Date 1/11/2008
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