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House Joint Resolution 32

Broadcasting Industry

Supporting open andfree competition within the broadcasting industry.
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Today we have open and free competition within the broadcasting industry,

allowing people with greatly differing political and ideological views to express

themselves. In the past, this has not always been the case. The Fairness Doctrine had
restricted the radio medium from allowing an open, public forum for over 20 years.

After the Federal Communications Commission abolished the doctrine, talk radio

emerged as one of the forefront venues for people to express their varying viewpoints.

Even with the obvious benefits of such an open forum, there are some

Congressmen and Senators who feel that the restrictions should be put back into place.

I ask your support for this resolution, sending a message to Alaska's Senators and
Congressman that we support open and free competition within the broadcasting

industry.
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1 10enh CONCIFEKS
Ist Session H

. R. 2905

(In* fairness doetrine

IX TIIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JI'NE 28, 2007
Mr. Pence (for himself, Mr. Walden of <)iv;p»ii, Mr Roeiiner, Mr RLt’NT,
Mr. llastert, Mr. Putnam, Mr. Cantor, Mr. llensarmng, Mr.

Fi.aice, Mr. Aderiiolt, Mr. AKIN, Mrs. IlUuhmann, Mr. Rahkett of
South Carolina, Mr. Rarton of Texas, Mr RILRKAV, Mr. Risiioi* of
Flali, Mrs. Brackburn, Mrs. Rono, Mr. Bookman, Mr. Rhady of
Texas, Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Ms. CINNY Mrown-WalTE of
Florida. Mr. Burgess, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr BUYER, Mr. Cal-
vert. Mr. (AMI* of Miehijjan, Mr ('AAtI'IEM, of California. Mr CANNON,
Mr. Carter, Mr Cole of Oklahomu, Mr. Conaway, Mi- Crenshaw,
Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. Davis of Kentucky. Mr. David Dayih of Ten-
nessee, Mr. Tom Davis of Virginia, Mr. Deal of lieoijjia, Mr. Mario
Diaz-Balart of Florida, Mr. Doolittle, Mrs. Drake, Mr. Duncan,
Mr English of Pennsylvania, Mr. Everett, Ms. Falun, Mr. Feeney,
Mr. Fortcno, Ms. Foxn, Mr Franks of Arizona, Mr Carrett of New
Jersey, Mr. CINGKEY, Mr CoHMERT, Mr CooDE, Mr. CoODLATTE, Mr.
CHAVES, Mr. Hastings of Washington. Mr. Hergek, Mr. IIOEKSTRA,
Mr. IIcNTER, Mr. Iss.v, Mr Sam Johnson of Texas, Mr. Jordan of
Ohio, Mr. Kri.LER of Florida, Mr. KL.No of lowa. Mr Kingston, Mr.
Kirk, Mr. Kune of Minnesota. Mr. Kch1 of New Vork, Mr Damiiorn,
Mr LATHaA, Mr. LIICAS, Mi. Da.MKL E. l.ungiikn of California, Mr
Mack, Mr. Maimtiant, Mr McCarthy of California, Mr. McCrkry,
Mr Mecllenry, Mr. Miller of Florida, Mr. Cary O Miller of Cali-
fornia. Mrs Mcsgkave. Mrs Myhick, Mr. Neugebauer, Mr. Paul,
Mr Pearce, Mr. Pitts, Mi Poe. Mr Price of Ceortia. Mr Kadano-
VICH, Mr. KKYNOIL.Ds, Mr K®Y«E. Mr UYAV of Wisconsin, Mrs.
Schmidt. Mr. Sknsenurenver. Mr Sessions, Mr shadkgo. Mr
Silt STKR. Mr SIMCSQOV. Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr SMITH of Texas,
Mr Socdkr. Mr Stearns. Mr TERRY. Mr Tiahrt. Mr Walbkkg,
Mr Weldon <f Florida. Mr WesTMorei.and. Mr WHITFIELD, Mr
Wit KEK. Mr WII son of Souih Carolina. Mr Wol.K. Mr Viil'Ng of Alas-
ka. and Mr CI'Tovi inirodiied the following lull, whieh was referred to



A BILL

To prevent the Federal Communications Commission from
repronmlgatiiig the fairness doetrine.

1 Hr it enaeted lit) the Semite unit House of Ife/iresenfu-
2 tires ofthe United <*olrs if America in I'om/ress assembled,

3 SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE.

4 This Art may he cited as the “Broadcaster Freedom

5 Act of 2007”.
6 SEC. 2. FAIRNESS DOCTRINE PROHIBITED.

7 Title 11l of the Communications Act of 1934 is
8 amended by inserting after section 303 (47 U.S.C. 303)

9 the following now section:

10 “SEC. 303A LIMITATION ON GENERAL POWERS: FAIRNESS
11 DOCTRINE.

12 “Notwithstanding section 303 or any other provision
13 of this Act or any other Act authorizing the Commission
14 to prescribe rules, regulations, policies, doctrines, stand-
15 aids, or other requirements, the Commission shall not
16 have the authority to prescribe any rule, regulation, policy,
17 doctrine, standard, or other requirement that has the pur-
18 pose or effect of reinstating or repronmlgating (in whole
19 or in part) the requirement that broadcasters present op-
20 posing viewpoints on controversial issues of public impor-

21 tanee. commonly referred to as the 'Fairness Doctrine’,

*IIK 2905 11



as repealed in Ueneral Fairness Doetrine Obligations of

Broadeast ljioriisees, .10 Fed. Keg. ‘1,141H i 108.1).”.
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To prevent tin* Federal Comnuinieations Commission from rrpromulgating
tin* fairness doctrine.

IN TIIE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Ji nk 28, 2007

Mr. THI'NK introduced tin* following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

A BILL

To prevent the Federal Communications Commission from
repronmlgating the fairness doetrine.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresenta-
2 tines ofthe United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE.

4 This Aet may he cited as the “Broadcaster Freedom

5 Aet of 2007”.
6 SEC. 2. FAIRNESS DOCTRINE PROHIBITED.
7 Title 11l of the Communications Aet of 19.44 is

8 amended by inserting after section <404 (47 C.S.C. .404)

9 the following new section:
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“SEC. 303A. LIMITATION ON GENERAL POWERS: FAIRNESS
DOCTRINE.

“Notwithstanding section .303 or any other provision
of this Act or any other Act authorizing the Commission
to prescribe rules, regulations, policies, doctrines, stand-
ards, or other requirements, the Commission shall not
have the authority to prescribe any rule, regulation, policy,
doctrine, standard, or other requirement that has the pur-
pose or effect of reinstating or repromulgating (in whole
or in part) the requirement that broadcasters present op-
posing viewpoints on controversial issues of public impor-
tance, commonly referred to as the ‘Fairness Doctrine’,
as repealed in General Fairness Doctrine Obligations of

Broadcast Licenses, 50 Fed. Reg. 35418 (1985).”.
O
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tin* fairness (Inetriiie.

IN TIIE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES

Jink 29, 2007

Mr. ColiBMAX (for himself. Mr. DkMint, Mr. Mc('oNXKM., Mr. Skssioxh,
Mrs. lIrmiiMOX, Mr. lhaksox, Mr. Ckaiu, Mr. Clminiask, Mr.
(iKviiam, Mr. Cokxyx, Mr. Bond. Mr. McC.ux, Mr. ConiHAX, Mr.
Voixovieu, Mr. Tih xk, Mr. Conrnx, Mr. Am.vkd, Mr. Romkktk, and
Mi". Kyi,) introduced the following hill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committer on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

A BILL

To prevent the Federal Communications Commission from
repromulgating the fairness doctrine.

1 lie it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresenta-
2 fives ofthe I'nited States of America in f'onyress assembled,
3 SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may hilcited as the “Broadcaster Freedom

5 Act of 2007”.
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SEC. 2. FAIRNESS DOCTRINE PROHIBITED.

Title* 111 of the Communications Aet of 19.14 is
amended by inserting after seetion d()d (47 C.S.C. d()d)
the following new seetion:

“SEC. 303A. LIMITATION ON GENERAL POWERS: FAIRNESS
DOCTRINE.

“Notwithstanding seetion dOd or any other provision
of this Aet or any other Aet authorizing the Commission
to prescribe rules, regulations, polieies, doctrines, stand-
ards, or other requirements, the Commission shall not
have the authority to prescribe any rule, regulation, policy,
loctrine, standard, or other requirement that has the pur-
pose or effect of reinstating or repromulgating (in whole
or in part) the requirement that broadcasters present op-
posing viewpoints on controversial issues of public impor-
tance, commonly referred to as the *‘Fairness Doetrine’,
as repealed in Oeneral Fairness Doctrine Obligations of

Broadcast Licensees, .70 Fed. Reg. d.7418 (1?>8f)).M
@)
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 3
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HIR 32

(H) Publish Date: 2/21/2008
Identifier (file name): Dept. Affected
Title Broadcasting Industry > du

Component
Sponsor Reps Stottze. Johnson
Requester Component Number
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropnation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants &Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) = L . 1
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by:  Eleanor Wolfe, Committee Aide Phone
Division House Labor & Commerce Committee Date/Time 2/20/08 12:00 AM
Approved by:  Rep. Kurt Olson. Chair. Labor & Commerce Committee Date
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