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Representative Kevin Meyer
HOUSE DISTRICT 30

House Concurrent Resolution 3
Relating to proclaiming April of 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Sponsor Statement

Sexual assault is one ofthe most devastating crimes in our society. In the state of Alaska,
statistics illustrate a sobering reality. Alaska has the highest per capita occurrence of sexual
assault in the nation. While Alaskans work to provide quality services, assistance, support,
and advocacy for victims of sexual assault, there is a profound need for greater awareness,
prevention, and educational measures.

In the late 1980s, the National Coalition Against Sexual Assault (NCASA) informally polled
state sexual assault coalitions to determine when to have a national Sexual Assault Awareness
Week. A week in April was selected. In the late 1990s, many advocates began coordinating
activities throughout the month of April on a regular basis, promoting an idea for a nationally
recognized month for sexual assault awareness activities. As a result. Sexual Assault
Awareness Month was first observed nationally in April 2001. In Alaska, a resolution was
passed by the 22ndLegislature declaring April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

HCR 3 proclaims the month of April 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. It is
important that schools, community organizations, government agencies, and individuals
observe this month with activities that educate and increase the public’s awareness of the
prevalence of sexual assault in Alaska.

HCR 3 is meant to encourage and support women, men, and children who have been affected
by sexual assault, as well as acknowledge the members of our communities that act as
counselors and advocates for victims, families, and loved ones.
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Representative Kevin Meyer
HOUSE DISTRICT 30

House Concurrent Resolution 3
Relating to proclaiming April of 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness
Month

Statistics and Sources
The following sources were used in the drafting of HCR 3:

“Whereas one out of six women has been raped,”

Extent, Nature, and Consequences ofRape Victimization: Findings From the National
Violence Against Women Survey. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs.
January 2006.

“Whereas one out of 33 men has been sexually assaulted,”

Extent, Nature, and Consequences ofRape Victimization: Findings From the National
Violence Against Women Survey. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs.
January 2006.

“Whereas the incidence ofrape in Alaska is 2.5 times the national average,”
Uniform Crime Reports, Alaska. 2000.

“Whereas only one out of every six rapes is ever reported to law enforcement agencies,
making rape the most underreported violent crime in Alaska,”
Rape in America: A Report to the Nation. National Center for Victims of Crime. 1992.
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Alaska Felonv Process: 1999

r Table 21
Felony Convictions Relative to the Number of Reported Crimes and Arrests
for State Courts Nationally (1998) and Alaska (1999)*

Uniform Crime Reports For For
Alaska* 100 reports 100 arrests
Estimated No. No. of felony No. of felony
No. of crimes No. of Arrests as of Alaska convictions convictions
reported to adults percent of felony Estimated Estimated
Offense the police*  arrested0  reports convictions* Alaska u.s. Alaska u.S.*
Rapel 517 112 22% 38 7 12 34 45
Robbery 566 140 25% 71 13 9 51 44
Aggravated Assault 2,773 935 34% 236 9 8 25 16
3,787 294 8% 101 3 4 34 4

Burglary
Alaska Judicial Council 1999 Felony Report

* For this table, national data came from 1998. Data on felony convictions in state courts nationally were available
for 1998 but not for 1999. These aggregate numbers should not be understood as tracking individual cases through
the criminal justice system. Convictions in a given “rear may not be for crime or arrests in that year. However, the
comparisons illustrate the approximate rates of felony conviction based on a crime report or arrest

° Uniform Crime data were best viewed as estimates and not exact numbers. No data were available for some
locations in Alaska and elsewhere. The Alaska Judicial Council provided staffing for the Criminal Justice Council, an
interagency criminal justice working group. Under the direction of that body, Judicial Council staff surveyed Alaska
communities to find the number of reported offenses and arrests for each Alaska community in 2000. Data were not
available for a number of smaller Alaska villages and for some larger community police departments such as Sitka.
Alaska Criminal Justice Council, Interim Status Report (2002) at Appendix B, Table of Distribution of Alaska

Justice System Needs and Resources, Note 8.

Where data were unavailable, the FBI made estimates for the national data based on available data. See Fed.
Bureau of Invest., U.S. Dep't of Justice, Crime in the United States, 1999 (2000). The Judicial Council did not
make estimates for Alaska data.

Under UCR procedures, an arrestwas recorded on each separate occasion a person was taken into custody. Annua,
arrest figures did not measure the number of individuals arrested because one person could have been arrested
several times during the same year for the same or different offenses.

cCrime n the United States, 1999, Supra note b at Table 5.

0 Id. at Table 69. Adults were defined as persons 18 years of age and older. Adult arrests were used to facilitate
comparison to national data and to analyze the relationship oetween arrests and felony convictions. In Alaska, in
1999, the percentages of arrests of persons under the age of 18 for these crimes were 14% for Murder (N=5 of 36),
16% for Rape (N=22 of 134), 26% for Robbery (N=48 of 188), 14% for Aggravated Assault (N=154 of 1,089), and
56% for Burglary (N=341 of605). As noted elsewhere, See supr p. 54, very few defendants under 18 were charged
as adults.

* The table shows the estimated number of convictions ofany felony, based on the Judicial Council's representative
sample of two-thirds of felony cases filed in Alaskan courts in 1999. To arrive atthis number, the actual number of
felony convictions foreach type ofoffense in the Council’'s database was multiplied by 1.5. For example, the Council’s
database had 25 defendants who originally were charged with Rape. The table shows 38 defendants, the estimated
number that would be found among all the filed and convicted charges for 1999. Note that this is the estimated
numberofdefendants convicted of any felony charge, notjust the number of defendants convicted ofthe same exact
crime. When comparing the number of convictions to the number of reported crimes or arrests, the reader should
note that some crimes were committed by more than one person, and one person could have committed (or been

arrested for) more than one offense.

'Bureau of Justice Statistics.U.S. Dep't of Justice. Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1998 6 (2001).

“oid
" Forcible rape, including attempts. In Alaska, this offense was defined as Sexual Assault in the first degree. The
definition excluded Sexual Abuse of a Minor

'Defined as a felony assault.

128 ~«co Alaska Judicial Council 2004
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AboutThis Report

In 1995 and 1996, the National Violence

AgainstWomen Survey (NVAWS) was con-

ducted to measure the extent of violence

against women. This nationally representa-

tive telephone survey asked 8,000 women
and 8,000 men about their experiences as
rape victims.

Despite an increase in research on rape in
the past 30 years, gaps remain in the
understanding of rape victimization. The
survey elicited information on the preva-
lence of rape victimization by gender, age
and race/ethnicity; characteristics of rape
victims, rapists, and rape incidents; the
relationship between rape victimization as
a minor and as an adult; physical, social,
and psychological consequences of rape

victimization; and satisfaction with the jus-

tice system.

What did the researchers
find?

Almost 18 million women and almost 3
million men in the United States have
been raped. One of every six women has
been raped at some time. In a single year,
more than 300,000 women and almost
93,000 men are estimated to have been
raped. Rape prevalence rates were the
same for minority and nonminority
women, but differences were found by
specific racial and ethnic group. Younger
women were significantly more likely to
report being raoed at some time in their
lives than older women. More than half
of the female victims and nearly three-
quarters of the male victims were raped
before their 18th birthday. Women who
reported being raped as minors were
twice as likely to report being raped as
adults.

Although the word "rape" is gender neutral,
most rape victims are female (almost 86

percent), and most rapists are male.
Female victims are significantly more likely
than male victims to be raped by a current
or former intimate partne' and to sustain
an injury during a rape. Many rape victims
suffer serious mental health conse-
quences. Only one in five adult women
report their rape to the police. About half
of the women raped as adults who had
contact with police and about half who
had contact with the courts were satisfied
with their treatment.

What were the study®s
limitations?

Because only 24 women and 8 men
reported during their interviews that they
had been raped in the 12 months preced-
ing the survey, the annual estimates
should be viewed with caution. NVAWS
most likely underestimates the actual
numoer of annual rapes because it
excludes rapes of children and adoles-
cents and those who are homeless or
live in institutions, group facilities, or resi-
dences without telephones, Because of
the small number of Asian/F*acific Islander
women identified by the survey who had
been raped and the small number of men
identified for several indicators (e.g., sev-
eral race/ethnicity categories, relationship
between early and subsequent rape vic-
timization. injuries sustained during a
rape), NVAWS could not develop reliable
rape prevalence estimates or conduct sta-
tistical tests.

Who should read this study?

Criminal justice and public health
researchers and practitioners; legislators,
policymakers, and intervention planners at
all levels of government.
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Introduction

Rape is a significant social and health
problem in the United States. Results
from the National Violence Against Women
Survey (NVAWS) revealed that 17.7 million
women and 2.8 million men in the United
States were forcibly raped at some time in
their lives, with 302,091 women and
92,748 men forcibly raped in the year pre-
ceding the survey. NVAWS found that life-
time rape prevalence varies significantly by
race and ethnicity. American Indian/Alaska
Native women reported significantly high-
er rates of rape victimization over their life-
time than did women from all other racial
and ethnic backgrounds (except Asian/
Pacific Islander, of whom too few victims
were in the study to reliably estimate rape
prevalence). Mixed-race women reported
significantly higher rates of rape victimiza-
tion over their lifetimes than did Hispanic
women and slightly higher rates than non-
Hispanic white and African-American
women.

Information from NVAWS confirms previ-
ous reoorts that rape occurs at an early
age for many rape victims More than 50
percent of the female victims and 70 per-
cent of the male victims said they were
raped before their 18th birthday. These
finaings are noteworthy oecause women
who were raped Defore age 18 were twice
as likely tc reoort being raped as adults.
Given these findings, it is evident that
rape prevention strategies should focus
on rapes committed against minors as
well as adults.

Although rape is a gender-neutral crime,
the NVAWS findings indicate that most
rape victims are women and most rapists
are men. They also show that victim-

p e rpetrator relationship patterns varied
across the lifespan for women but not for
men. Women who were raped as children
(before age 12) tended to be victimized by
rela;ves; as adolescents (between ages
12 ana 17) women tended to be raped by
intimate partners and acquaintances; and
as adults (after their 18th birthday) women
tended to be raped by intimate partners.
In comparison, male victims tended to be
raped by acquaintances regardless of their
age at the time of victimization.

The survey also produced compelling evi-
dence of the physical, social, and psycho-
logical consequences of rape victimization.
About 32 percent of the women and 16
percent of the men were injured during
their most recent rape as an adult. Of the
women who were injured, more than 35
percent received medical treatment. In
addition, 33 percent of the women and
almost 25 percent of the men raped as
adults received counseling from a mental
health professional as a result of their
most recent rape. Almost 20 percent of
the women and 10 percent of the men
said they lost time from work.

Despite a steep increase in rape research
and public education in the past 30 years,
rape continues to be largely underreport-
ed. Only one in five women who were
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raped as adults reported their rape to the
police. Fear of their rapist, embanass-
ment, and not considering their rape a
crime or police matter were the primary
reasons women chose not to report their
victimization to the police.

These findings underscore the need for
law enforcement agencies and victim
service providers to expand their services
to rape victims and do more to convince
them that reporting their rape to the police
is worthwhile and appropriate.



W hat lsthe National Violence Against

Women Survey?

Many gaps in knowledge about rape vic-
timization remain.' Estimates of the preva-

lence and incidence of rape vary widely
from study to study.2Information about

minority women's experiences with rape
victimization is limited,3as is information
aDout men's experiences as rape victims.

Information on the social, physical, and

psychological consequences of rape vic-

timization also is insufficient.4

To help deepen understanding of rape as

well as the broader issue of violence

against women, the National Institute of
Justice (NIJ) and the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC) jointly

sponsored— through a grant to the Center
for Policy Research— a national telephone
survey on violence against women con-
ducted in 1995-96. Respondents to the
National Violence Against Women Survey
(NVAWS) were queried about their experi-
ences as victims of various forms of vio-
lence, including rape. (See "Definitions
and Survey Questions.") To provide a con-
text for understanding women's experi-
ences, the survey sampled both women
and men. Thus, the survey provides com-
parable data on women’s and men's ixpe-
riences as rape victims (see "Survey
Methodology").

Definitions and Survey Questions

In the National Violence Against Women Survey
(NVAWS). raﬁe was defined as an event that
occurred without the victim's consent that
involved the use or threat of force in vaginal, anal,
or oral intercourse. This definition closely resem-
bles that used in the National Women's Study
(NWS)." However, unlike NWS, NVAWS includes
both attempted and completed rape. Thus, unless
otherwise noted in this reFort, “.ape" refers to
both attempted and completed rape.

The survey included five behaviorally specific
questions to screen for rape victimization. The
first four questions are identical to those used in
NWS and respectively screen for forced vaginal,
oral, or anal penetration G0 collect information
about attempted rape, NVAWS included afifth
question that screened for attempted forced pen-
etration of the vagina, mouth, or anus. To min-
mize doubt in the respondent's mind about what

was being measured, the questions incorporat-
ed explicit language. (See "Rape Screening
Questions," page 10)

Respondents who replied “yes" to one or more
of the screening questions were asked whether
their rapist was a spouse, ex-spouse, male
cohabiting partner, female cohabiting partner,
relative, someone else they knew, or a stranger.
Tofurther delineate the victim-perpetrator rela-
tionship, interviewers asked respondents who
disclosed rape victimization to specify which
spouse/partner raped them (e.g,, first ex-
hushana, current male cohabitin ﬂartner); or
which relative raped them (e.g., father, brother,
grandfather, mother, sister, aunt); or, in cases
Involving acguamtances, to specify the relation-
ship they had with the rapist @g ate,
boyfriend, girlfriend, boss, cowarker, teacher,

neighbar), Continued on page 4
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Definitions and Survey Questions (cont)

These questions were posed for each type of
offender (e g., spouse, ex-spouse, hoyfriend,
grandfather) identified by the victim. Victims who
were raped more than once by the same type of
offender were asked to uss their mostrecent
rape as a reference point

NVAWS generated information on both the
prevalence and incidence of rapaPreva/sncs
refers to the number of people within a demo-
graphic (?roup (9., women or men) who are vic-

Respondents who disclosed rape were asked
detailed questions about the characteristics and
consequences of their rape, including the
following;

mi\Vhere the rape occurred.

m\hether the  r their rapist were using drugs
or a?cohol at the time oﬁ)he incident. gy

mi\Vhether their rapist used a gun, knife, or other
weapon.

miVhether their rapist verbally threatened them.

m\/hether their rapist physically assaulted them.

b e s e o iy

their rapist

mi\Vhether they were physically injured and, if
50, the typesyof injur}l)e¥ incur?/ed.J

mi\Vhether they received medical services.

mi\Vhether they received counseling from a men-

tal health professional.

mi\Vhether they lost time from roitine activities
such as schaol, work, volunteer endeavors,
recreational activities, and household chores.

mi\Vhether they reported their rape to the police.

mi\Vhether they obtained 4 restraining order
3%?5?35 their'rapist and, If so, whetfier it was

mi\Vhether their rapist was criminally prosecuted.

This report summarizes findings from
NVAWS on the extent, nature, and conse-
quences of rape victimization among
women and men in the United States.
Information is presented on the following
topics:

1 Prevalence and incidence of rape victim-
ization among women and men.

1 Prevalence of rape victimization among
minority populations.

timized

Uring a specific time period, such as the

person’s lifetime or the previous Pmonths
Incidence refers to the number of separate vic-
timizations. or incidents, perpetrated against
people within a demographic group durir.g a spe-
cific time period Incidence expressed ss avic-
timization rate is obtained by dividing tne number
of victimizations perpetrated against neaple in
the demographic group bﬁ the numbe' of peaple
in the group and setting the rate to a standar
population base, such as 1@people 6

Notes

Netional Victim Cartar and OnmaMictin's Resasrch and
Treatmart Catar. RipermAranid: 4 Ryt totilaNom

Adington, VA: Netional VidtimCantar and Charlaatoa SC

Qe Vidtins Resasrch ard Treatnart Cantey, 1982

b Ihid
¢ Koss MP, aiMR Haney, TrtRipe kB Oitictlerd

Adad. Newbury Parti. CA: Sop
Rblications. 191

Prevalence of race victimization among
women and men in different age groups

Relationsnio oetween rape victimization
at an early age and suDsequent rape
victimization.

Characteristics of rape victims, rapists,
and rape incidents.

Frequency of injuries and sexually
transmined diseases incurred by
adult victims.
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Injured victims' use of medical services.

Frequency with which adult victims
receive counseling from a mental health
professional.

Frequency with which adult victims lose
time from routine activities, such as
work and school.

Adult victims' involvement and satisfac-
tion with the justice system.

Survey M ethodology

The National Violence Against Women Survey
NVAWS% was conducted from November 199 to
ay 19% by interviewers at Schulman, Ronca,

Bucuvalas, Inc. (SRBI) under the direction of
John Boyle." The authors of this Special Report
designed the survey questionnaire and conduct-
ed the analysis.”

The samFIe was drawn by random-digit dialing of
households with a telephone inthe 50 States and
the District of Columbia. The sample was admin-
istered by U.S. Census region. Within each
region, a simple random sample of working resi-
dential ‘hundreds banks' of ﬁho_ne numbers was
drawn. éA hundreds bank is the first ligits of
any 10- 2|g_|t_telephone number.) A randomly gen-
erated Zdigit number was appended to each
randomly sampled hundreds bank to produce the
full 10-ligit random-digit number. Separate
banks of numbers were generated for male and
female respondents. These random  git num-
bers were called by SRBI interviewers from their
central telephone facility, where nonworking and
nonresidential numbers were screened out
When s -asidential household was reached, eli-
gible adults were identified. In households with
more than one eligible adult the adult with the
most recent birthday was selected as the desig-
nated respondent

Atotal of 8,000 women and 8,005 men age 18
and older were interviewed using a computer-
assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) system.

This report is one of a series on NVAWS
puPlished jointly py N1J and CDC. Previous
reports have focused on women’s and
men's experiences as victims of stalking,
intimate partner violence, and violence in
general. (See "Other Publications From the
National Violence AgainstWomen Survey"
at the end of this report.)

(Five completed interviews with men were sub-
sequently eliminated from the sample during
data editing because of an excessive amount
of inconsistent and missing data.) Only femala
interviewers surveyed female respondents. To
test for possible bias introduced by the gender
of the interviewer, a split-sample approach was
used inthe male sample whereby half of the
interviews were conducted by female interview-
ers and half by male interviewers. A Spanish-
language translation was administered by
bilingual interviewers to Spanish-speaking
respondents.

Because of the large number of interviews to be
conducted, the survey was fielded as a series of
replicate samples, with each replicate sample
consisting of approximately 500-3,000 complet-
ed interviews. Replicate samples were generat-
ed using the same sample frame and sample
design and, unless otherwise noted, were ana-
lyzed as one sample.

Two different sets of rape screening questions
were fielded respectively during the first two
female replicate samples to ascertain whether
increasing the number of screening questions
increases disclosure of rape victimization.
Respondents in the first female replicate sample
(r?=500) were asked two questions that respec-
tively screened for attempted and completed
forced penetration of the vagina, anus, or mouth

Continued on page 6
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Survey Methodology (corn.)

by penis, and attempted and completed forced
penetration of the vagina or anus by fingers,
tongue, or objects. Respondents in the second
female replicate sample |r?7=501) were asked
four questions that respectively screened for

attempted and completed forced penetration of

the vagina, anus, or mouth by penis: attempted

and completed forced penetration of the mouth

by penis or the vagina or anus by tongue;

attempted and completed forced penetration of
the anus by penis; and attempted and completed

forced penetration of the vagina or anus by fin-
gers, tongue, or objects.

Survey records from the two replicate samples

were analyzed immediately following completion
of the interviews to determine whether one set of

questions yielded higher disclosure rates.
Results indicate that the two sets of questions
yield similar victimization rates: 21Gpercent of
the women inthe first replicate sample and
percent of the women in the second replicate

sample said they were the victim of an attemf)fted
e.

time. It should be noted that because both sets of

and/or completed rape at some time in their [i

screening questions combine questions about

attempted and completed rape, it is impossible to
estimate attempted rape and completed rape vic-

timization rates using the corresponding
survey records.

Following the analysis, the survey questionnaire

was modified to include five different rape
screening questions. (See *Rape Screening
Questions,' E 10, The first four questions are
identical to t

the mouth by penis or the vagina or anus by
tongue, forced penile-anal penetration, and
forced penetration of the vagina or anus by fin-
gers or objects IThe fifth question screens for

ose Used inthe National Women's
Study (NWS) and screen respectively for forced
penile-vaginal penetration, forced penetration of

attempted forced penetration of the vagina,
mouth, or anus. This version of the questionnaire
was administered to the remaining 6,999 female
respondents and all the male respondents (who
were not queried about forced vaginal penetra-
tion). Because this version of the questionnaire
replicates screening questions used in NWS,
rape victimization estimates generated from the
6,999 survey records are directly comparable to
rape victimization estimates generated from
NWS. Moreover, because this version includes
separate questions about attempted rape and
completed rape, the survey records can be used
to ascertain separate victimization rates for
attempted rape and completed rape.

To determine the representativeness of the sam-
ple. select demographic characteristics of the
NVAWS sampin vere compared with demo-
?raphm characteristics of the general population
rom the U.S. Census Bureau's 199 Current
Population Survey of adult men and women.1

Notes

a John Boyfle, PhD. it senior partrer anddirtctor of the
Govermment ard Social Research Divisionn SRBL He spe
ddlizes mpublic policy researchinthe tree of hedlth ad
viofonea and meneges SHBrs Weshington, DC. office.

b An nokepin andlysis of the statistical methodology canbe
fourd in S Ryt otthe Pradlete, Inddas ed
ol VideoeAgpinst Wt firdirgsHam
the Neoonit idereeAgaingt WanenSuneyleel 'Other
Publications Framithe Netional Vidlence Agginst Worren
Survey, p Aof this repart).

¢ Netiondl Vo n Center and Qe Victins Researchad
Treatrrert Garter. RpeinAmenca A Ryt otreNdtian
Adington, VA Netional Victim Gereer and Cherleston, SC
Qe Vidtins Research and Treatrrent Garter. 192

d Atedical repor. that describes the survey nethods innore
ckal, ad records sanple characterstics and prevalence
rates Lsingweighted and unneighted data is available fram
the Center for Policy Research, 150ETerson Strest, Denver.
Q0818 phore: IBGE37ATE fax 303-637- 1557. ervail:
cntrpolresOgnest.net.



Prevalence and

Using a definition of rape that includes
attempted and completed vaginal, oral,
and anal penetration achieved through the
use or threat of force, NVAWS found that
17.6 percent of surveyed women and 3
percent of surveyed men were raped at
some time in their lives (see exhibit 1).
Thus, in the United States, 1 of every 6
women has been raped at some time in
her life, and 1 of every 33 men has been
raoed at some time in his life. Based on
U.S. Census estimates of the number of
women and men age 18 and older in the
United States in 1995 (the year the sample
was generated). 17.7 million women and
2.8 million men in the United States have
been raped at some time in their life (see
exhibit 1).

Incidence of Rape

The study also found that 0.3 percent of
surveyed women and 0.1 percent of sur-
veyed men were raped in the 12 months
preceding the survey. Based on 1995 cen-
sus estimates of the number of women
and men age 18 and older in the Nation,
302,091 women and 92,748 men were
raped in 1995, a year that approximates
the timeframe of the study.5Because
some victims were raped more than once
in the 12 months preceding the survey,
the estimated number of rapes perpetrat-
ed in the United States in 1995 exceeds
the estimated number of rape victims.
Specifically, female victims averaged 2.9
rapes and male victims averaged 12 rapes
in the 12 months preceding the survey.
Thus, an estimated 876,064 rapes were

Exhibit 1. Percentage and number ofwomen and men who were raped in lifetime and previouc 12 months

Perce Nurrber*
Repe limefrsme Womeo(n«8000) Mee (*>8.000) W\bren (100,697,000) Mee 1S2783.000)
Rapeo inlifetime6 176 33 1772672 2740
fiacec mprevious 122nonths 03 cozesih 78

a Estinmates are based onwomen anc men age 18and dlder Wetrcgan, S.!., Protections of me Population of States by Age. Sex. and
Pace 1598to 2010 Current Population Reports. Series P25:1Q17. Washington. OC 11 S Bureau of the Census.' 988

s Difference between women and nren is statistically significant

Note Lifetine prevalence rates for wormen in this exhibit are based on survey recaros of 6.399women who were adiministered aversion
of the sunvey Questionnaire thet contains separate questions about atterrpted rape and corrpletea rgpe. The remeining 1001 woren
were administered versions of the questionnaire that conrbine queestions about attenrpted rgpe and conpleted rgpe. Because it is inpos-
sible to distinguish attermpted rape anc conpleted rape framthe combined questions, the corresponding 1001 sunvey records were
excluded when attenrpted rape and conpleted rape rates for wormen were calculatea: The i.001 survey records also were exduced
wren the total lifetime rape rate forwormen presented herewas calculated to meke this rate consistent with inforration mexhibit 3
whicr. presents rape estimates for both lifetine attermptec rape and lifetine conrpletea rape (See "Survey Methooolcgy' for nore infor-

etion aDout different versions of the NVAWS Questioneire.)
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committed against U.S. women and an
estimated 111,298 rapes were perpetrated
against U.S. men in 1995 (see exhibit 2).
Because 1995 rape estimates are based
on responses from only 24 women and 8
men who reported being raped in the 12
months preceding the survey, the data are
unstable and should be viewed with cau-
tion. Annual estimates presented in this
report also probably underestimate the
true number of rapes committed each year
because they exclude attempted/complet-
ed rapes of children and adolescents and
attempted/completed rapes of women and
men who are homeless or living in insti-
tutions (e.g., prisons, mental hospitals),
group facilities (e.g.. dormitories, halfway
houses), or households without telephones.

Attempted rape versus
completed rape

Interviewers queried respondents about
their experiences as victims of both
attempted and completed rape. Attempted
rapes refer to incidents in which rapists
threatened or used force to attempt vagi-
nal, anal, or oral rape, but penetration did
not occur. As shown in exhibit 3, relatively
few women and men reported they were
the victims of an attempted rape onIy.
Among all respondents, 14.8 percent of
the women and 2.1 percent of the men
said they were victims of a completed
rape at some time in their life, whereas
2.8 percent of the women and 0.9 percent
of the men said they were victims of an
attempted rape only. (Women and men

who said they were victims of a complet-
ed rape may also have been victims of an
attempted rape.)

These findings are noteworthy for two rea-
sons. They indicate that most rapists are
successful in penetrating their victims.
They also demonstrate how the definition
of rape used in a research study affects
who is counted as a victim and, conse-
quently, victimisation rates. Research will
find higher rupe victimization rates if stud-
ies include attempts in their definition of
rape, illustrating the maxim that the broad-
er the definition used to measure victim-
ization, the higher the victimization rate.

Comparison with previous
rape estimates

Lifetime estimates. Before NVAWS.
national information on rape occurring over
a victim's lifetime was limited to data from
two nationwide studies on forced sex. The
1992 National Health and Social Life -
Survey (NHSLS) interviewed a national
probability sample of U.S. women and
men about their experiences with sex,
including forced sex, and found that 22
percent of women and 2 percent of men
had been "forced to do something sexual
in their life."6The 1990 National Women's
Study (NWS) surveyed a national probabili-
ty sample of U.S. women about their
experiences with completed but not
attempted rape and found that 13 percent
of women had been raped at some time in
their lives.7

Exhibit 2. Number of rapes perpetrated againstwomen and men inthe previous 12 months

Victins' Nurrber of rape Average nurmber of Total number of Rape rate per 1,000
gender victims rapes par victim rapes womaiVimea
Wor.ien cozecik 29 8a0A 87

Men X740 12 11128 12
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The NVAWS estimates are not directly
comparable to NHL"S estimates because
the two surveys used different screening
guestions and measured somewhat differ-
ent phenomena. Specifically, NVAW S used
five questions to screen for attempted and
completed rape; NHSLS used only one
guestion to screen for "being forced to do
something sexual." Nonetheless, NHSLS

findings provide a context for NVAWS's life-

time rape prevalence estimates. NVAWS’s
estimate that 176 percent of women have
been victims of an attempted/completed
rape is lower than NHSLS's 22 percent
estimate. In contrast, the NVAWS esti-
mate that 3 percent of men have been
victims of an attempted/completed rape is
higher than NHSLS's 2 percent estimate.
Although the two surveys generated dif-
ferent estimates for somewhat different
phenomena, results from both surveys
show that forced sex is a widespread
problem in U.S. society, especially among
women.

NVAWS and NWS were conducted in dif-
ferent years (1995-96 and 1990, respec-
tively), but their estimates are comparable
Decause they used identical screening
questions for completed rape (see "Sur-
vey Methodology" and "Rape Screening
Questior.J").The NVAWS estimate that

14.8 percent of women have been victims
of a completed rape (see exhibit 3) is
slightly higher than the NW S estimate of
13 percent. Because of sampling errors
associated with both surveys, the differ-
ence between the NVAWS and NWS esti-
mates may be insignificant.

Annual estimates. The U.S. Department
of Justice's Bureau of Justice Statistics
(BJS) generates estimates about the num-
ber of attempted/completed rapes perpe-
trated against women and men in the
United States annually using information
generated from the National Crime
Victimization Survey (NCVS). For 1995—
ayear that approximates the timeframe
for N\VAWS— NCVS estimates 214,783
attempted/completed rapes of females
age 12 and older and 19,338 attempted/
mompleted rapes of males age 12 and
oider.aNVAWS annual rape estimates are
higher than those of NCVS, even though
the NVAWS estimates include only
attempted/completed rapes perpetrated
against women and men age 18 and older,
Specifically, the NVAWS estimate that
876,064 attempted/completed rapes were
perpetrated against women age 18 and
older in 1995 is four times greater than the
1995 NCVS estimate, and the NVAWS
estimate of 111,298 attempted/completed

Exhibit 3. Percentage of women and men who were victims of a completed versus attempted rape in lifetime

Wonen (%9
Rape category (fF3 8000)
Raped in lifetime’ 176
Qomrpletec rape* 148
Attermpted rape only’ 28

' Cfferer.ce tetween wormen anc men ;s statistically significant.

Men (%9
(i”=8.000)
30
21
09

Note Lifetime prevalence rates for women m-nis exhibit are basec on sunvey recorcs of 6999 women who were aomiir.isterec a version
of the survey questionnaire that contains separate Questions about attenptec ana conpletea rape. The remaining: ,jO' wormen were
acmmistereo versions of the cuestionnaire that cormbine questions about attented anc conpleted rape. Because it is inpossible todis-
tinguish attenpted rape and conpleted rape fromthe combined questions, the corresponding T.0L survey recorcs were excluced when
attermpted a0 conpleted rape rates forwomen were calculated. (See "Survey Methodology” for more information about different ver-
siors of the NVAWS questionraire |
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rapes against men age 18 and older in
1995 is nearly six times greater than the
1995 NCVS estimate.

As noted in previous reports that summa-
rize NVAWS findings,9direct comparisons
between NVAWS and NCVS are difficult
because estimates reported by the two
surveys refer to somewhat different popu-
lations (individuals age 18 and older versus
those 12 and older). Moreover, the two
surveys' methodologies differ significantly,
especially in terms of screening questions.
NVAWS uses five questions to screen
respondents for rape victimization (see
"Rape Screening Questions"), while
NCVS uses only two questions.DAlthough
empirical data on this issue are limited,
some researchers believe that increasing
the number of screening questions
increases victimization disclosure rates.”
Furthermore, the NVAWS questions

use more explicit language than those

of NCVS.

In addition, NCVS estimates count series
victimizations— reports of six or more

Rape Screening Questions

The following questions screened respondents for
completed and attempted rape victimization*

Female respondents only] Regardless of how
Iong ago it happened, has a man or bOK ever
made Kou have sex by using force or threaten-
Ing to harm you or someong close to you? Just
50 there is rio mistake, by sex we medn putting
a penis inyour vagina.

mHas anyone, male or female, ever made ¥ou
nave oral sex by using force or threat of force?
Just so there is'no mistake, by oral sex we
mean that a man or bo;i put his penis Inyour
mouth or someone, mdle or female, penetrated
your vagina or anus with their moutft or tongue.

mH3s anyone ever made Kou have anal sex by
using force or threat of harm? Just so there'is
no mistake, by anal sex we mean that a man or
boy put his pénis in your anus.

crimes within a 6-month period for which
the respondent cannot recall details of
each crime— as a single victimization.
Thus, NCVS estimates of the number of
attempted/completed rapes are lower than
would be obtained by including all inci-
dents reported to its survey interviewers.
To compare NCVS estimates directly with
NVAWS estimates, NCVS would have to
count each crime in a reported series of
victimizations separately.

Rape prevalence compared
with other forms of violence

What is the relative risk of being raped
versus physically assaulted or stalked?
NVAWS found that 19 percent of all sur-
veyed women were physically assaulted in
the 12 months preceding the survey, while
1 percent were stalked (see exhibit 4).
Thus, in the year preceding the survey,
U.S. women were six times more likely to
be physically assaulted than raped and
three times more likely to be stalked than

mHas anyone, male or female, ever put fingers or
ob;gcts inyour vagina or anus against your will
or by using force or threats?

mHas anyone, mile o f?male, ever aftemptedto
make you have vaginal, oral, or anal sex against
yourvgnl, but interCourse or penetration did not
occur?

Note

* Repe screening questiors were acpted framthose used mitte
National Worren's Study, see Natiordl Victim Center ad Cnre
\ictis Researon and Treatment Ganter, Ape iNAMMCrA
Report tothe Natron Arlington, VA Netiorel Vidim Center erd
Crarleston, SC. Qe Vicans Researon ard Trestrent Carter,
192 1S
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raped. NVAWS also found that 3.4 percent
of all surveyed men were physically
assaulted in the 12 months preceding the
survey, while 0 4 percent were stalked
Because so few men (/V= 8) reported
being raped in the previous 12 months,

ratios of the likelihood of rape versus phys-

ical assault or stalking for men could not
be completed.

Type of rape experienced

As the NVAWS screening questions show
'see "Rape Screening Questions"), female
respondents were asked specifically about
different types of forced completed or

attempted vaginal, oral, or anal penetra-
tion. Questions for men omitted reference
to vaginal penetration. Exhibit 5 shows the
types of rape female victims experiencea,
with 68.2 peicent reporting forced penile-
vaginal penetration. In addition, 49.3 per-
cent of the women said they were victims
of forced attempts to penetrate their vagi-
na, anus, or mouth.

Among male victims, 52.7 percent said
they experienced forced penetration of the
mouth by penis or of the anus by tongue,
23.8 percent said they experienced forced
penile-anal penetration, and 53.1 percent
said they experienced attempted forced
penetration of their anus or mouth.

Exhibit 4. Percentage ofwoman and man who waro victimized in previous 12months by typo of violence

Type of violence

Repe
Physical assault*
Stalking*

* Difference oeiween women anc men is statistically significart.

Worren (%)(*=. 8000)

Victimized in previous 12 nonths

Men (%) (e. 8000)

03 Q1
19 34
10 04

Exhibit 5. Percenter e distribution of female and male rape victims by type of rape experienced

Female victims (%0)* Male victims (%)*
Type of rape experienced* (n* 1235 (o* 239)
Penetration of vegina by pens a2 NA
Penetration of mouth by penis o vaginaor anus by tongue 239 27
Penetration of anus by pens 134 238
Peretration of vagina or anus by cojects cr fingers 33 0!
203 53

Attenpted peretration of vagme, anus, ommeuth

a Questions to male responoents crmmea reference to vaginal penetration
d Total percentages by victim cencer exceed 100 because sare victins experienced nore then one type of rape
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Number of rapists

Most victims identified oy me survey were
raped by just one person over their life-
times. Among female rape victims, 78.2
percent were raped by one person, 135
percent were raoed oy two people, and
8.3 percent were raped oy three or more
people (see exhioit 6). Among male rape
victims, the comoaraole figures are 83.3

percent, 12.1 percent, and 4.6 percent,
respectively. The survey found no statisti-
cally significant difference in the number
of male and female victims raped by multi-
ple rapists. It should be noted that victims
who reported oemg raped by more than
one person may have been raped by multi-
ple people during a single incident, by dif-
ferent lone offender during multiple
incidents, or ootn.

ExhibitG.Percentage distribution of female and male victims by number of rapista in lifetime

| Citld
[l =pgii

terrtlejiche VWA'JH7

Ma unib e



Rape Prevalence Among Minority

Populations

To further understanding of the relation-
ship between victimization and race/
ethnicity, respondents were asked whether
they would best classify themselves as
white, black or African-American, Asian or
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska
Nativei mixed race, or of Hispanic origin.
The response rate was extremely high—
98 percent of the respondents answered
the question about race, and 99 percent
answered the question about Hispanic

origin.

Combining data on Hispanic, African-
American, American Indian/Alaska Native,
Asian/Pacific Islander, and mixed-race
women revealed no statistically significant
difference in rape prevalence between
minority and nonminority women— 19 per-
cent of minority women and 17.9 percent
of non-Hispanic white women reported
being raped at some time in their lifetime
(see exhibit 7). Nor was a statistically

significant difference in rape prevalence
found between minority and nonminority
men— 3.4 percent of minority men report-
ed being raped at some time in their life-
time compared with 2.8 percent of
non-Hispanic white men.

However, comparisons of lifetime rape
prevalence among women from specific
racial/ethnic backgrounds showed some
statistically significant differences.
American Indian/Alaska Native women
were significantly more likely than women
from all other backgrounds to have been
raped at some time in their lifetime (see
exhibit 8), except for Asian/Pacific Islander
women (of which too few victims were
interviewed to reliably estimate rape
prevalence or conduct statistical tests).

These findings are consistent with previous
research showing that Native Americans
experience more violence than other

Exhibit 7. Percentage of women and men who were raped in lifetime by minority status

Victims'gender Minority (S)*
Wormren 190 (n=t53
Men 34 In=.509)

Nonminority (%9»

179(n=6217)
28n=631

i Minority indudes respondents wlio seit-icentitiec as Hispanic white Afr.can-Amencan. AsiarvPecific islancer. Anerican

indiar/Alaska Native, cr mixec race

t Nenminority induces responcents who self-identified as nonHispanic white

Note. Rates forwomen in this exhibit are cased on 8000 records of survey data and are nigher then the rates for women presented in
exhibits | and 3 Rates forwormen inexhibits ' and 3are basec cn the 6999 survey records that correspond to me version of the suney
puesticnaire that contains separate puestions accut attempted rgpe and conrpleted rape This versicn at the ouesticnnaire prodlced
loner lifetine rates then these procucec oy versions that combine cuestions about attenrpted rgpe anc conpleted rape
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Americans. A BJS study found that the
rate of vioient victimization among Native
Americans was more than twice the rate
for the Nation (124 versus 50 per 1,000
people ages 12 and older).22A study by the
National Center for Injury Prevention and
Control found that homicide rates for
Native Americans were aoout twice that
or national U.S. rates.'3Another study that
used data from the 1985 Family Violence
Survey found that Native American cou-
ples were significantly more violent than
their white counterparts.'4How much of
the variance between American Indian/
Alaska Native women and women from
other racial/ethnic backgrounds may be
explained by demographic, social, and
ervironmental factors remains unclear
and requires further study. Moreover,
significant differences in raoe prevalence
between American Indian and Alaska
Native women may be found that cannot
be discerned from this study because it
combined information on the two groups.
Significant intertribal differences within
American Indian and Alaska Native
groups also may exist.

The survey also found that Hispanic white
women had significantly lower lifetime
rape prevalence rates than mixed-race
women, However, the difference in rape
prevalence was not statistically significant
between Hispanic white women and non-
Hispanic white women. This finding con-
tradicts conclusions from previous studies
that compared sexual assault prevalence
among mostly Mexican-American women
and non-Hispanic white women.15The
study also found no statistically significant
difference among non-Hispanic white
women, African-American women, or
mixed-race women— 17.9 percent of non-
Hispanic white women, 18.8 percent of
African-American women, and 24.4 per-
cent of mixed-race women were raped at
some time in their lives.

Unfortunately, the study could not develop
reliable rape prevalence estimates or con-
duct statistical tests for Asian/Pacific
Islander women because too few rape vic-
tims were identified from the survey.
Research has suggested that intimate
partner victimization rates are lower for
Asian and Pacific Islander women than

ExhibitS.Percentage ofwomen and men who were raped in lifetime by race/ethnicity

Victims' Non-Hispanic Hispanic Africaa- Americaa Indiarn/ Mixed Asian/Pacific
gender white (%) white (%) Arnericae (%)  Alisha Native (%) race (%) Islander (%)
Worren* 179 S 183 A 244 68
(r=6.217) inx 226) In* 780 In=83) In=397) n=13
Men 28 33 e 44 0
In* 6250 in-*74) In=659) (n=1B In=406) (n=16

Asian/Pacific Islander worren is Stall

SDifference Detween Hispanic white Sﬁrél'yrgacqlrﬁ%n%mm anc between American indian/Alaska Native A1C ail e ron

0 Estimates were nat caicuiatea on five ar-ewer Victins

Note. Rates forworren ,n this exhibit are oasec on 8000 recorts of survey data anc are higher then tne rates forwomen presented in
exhibits 1and 3 Rates far women inexhibits' and 3are based on the 5990 survey records thet correspond to the version of the suney
Questionaire that contains separate Questions about atterrpted rape anc conpleted rape. This version cf the Questionnaire produced
lover lifetime rates than those produced by versions that corrbine questions about attenpted rape and conpletJd rape.



women of other minority backgrounds
because traditional Asian values may
discourage them from disclosing such vic-
timization, even in confidential settings.’6
More research is needed to determine
whether traditional values discourage
Asian women from disclosing rape victim-
ization cr whether they actually experience
less rape victimization than women from
other recial/eth..ic backgrounds.

NVAWS compared rape prevalence
among men from different racial/ethnic
backgrounds and found no statistically
¢ ' gnificant difference among African-
American, mixed-race, and non-Hispanic
white men. Too few Hispanic white,
Asian/Pacific Islander, and American
Indian/Alaska Native male victims were
identified to reliably estimate rape preva-
lence or conduct statistical tests for these
groups.



Rape Prevalence by Age

To provide information about rape preva-
lence and age, lifetime rape victimization
rates were compared for women and men
who were ages 18-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59, and 60 years and older at the time
of the survey. Lifetime rape prevalence
varied significantly by age group for
women but not for men. About one-fifth of
the women who were ages 18-29 (22.4
percent), 30-39 (21.8 oercent), and 40-49
(21.2 percent) at the time of the survey
said they were raped at some time in their
life, compared with 16.6 percent of the
women who were ages *0-59 and 6.9
percent who were age 60 and older (see
exhibit 9). Thus, 1in 5women who were
18-49 years old at the time of the survey
had been raped, compared with 1in 6
women who were ages 50-59 and 1in 15
women who were age 60 and older. The
relatively low rape prevalence for women
ages 50-59 and 60 and older is especially
noteworthy given that women in these
age groups were at risk for a longer time
than younger women.

At first glance, these findings suggest that
rape prevalence has increased over the
past 50 years. However, it is also possible
that younger women (i.e., women 18-49
years old) were simply more willing than
older women to report their victimization
to interviewers. Previous research has
shown that older women who meet the
legal definition of a crime victim are less
likely than younger female crime victims to
label themselves as such. For example, a
study of wife rape found that older women
who met the legal definition of being a
marital rape victim were less likely to
define themselves as such . .an younger
women victimized this way.Z7Similarly, in a
study comparing legal and victim defini-
tions of stalking. NVAWS found that older
women who met the legal definition of
having been stalked were less likely than
younger women who were also stalked to
label themselves as stalking victims.B
Ivlore research is needed to determine
whetner rape victimization has increased
over time and, if so, what demographic.

Exhibit 9. Percentage of women and men who were raped in lifetime by age at time of survey

Victims' gender 1823 3039

Woren* 24 218
(=154 (rFi.934)

Men 35 36
In* 172 (0=200B

Age inyears (%)

4043 5059 60*
212 166 6S
OL767L (0= 1131) (= 149
29 21 21
(0=18» |o=:,067) 6123

* Difference between women age 53-5 and all ather age groyps anc women age B)ama cider and all other age grous is statistically

significart.

17
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social, economic, and environmental fac-
tors have led to this increase. Research is
also needed on the relationships among
age, victimization, and self-identification
as a victim.

Rape occurs at an early age

Survey results show that rape occurs at an
early age for many rape victims— 21.6 per-
cent of women and 48 percent of men
were younger than 12 years old when they
were first raped, and 32.4 percent of
women and 23 percent of men were
between ages 12 and 17. Thus, more than
half (54 percent) of female victims and
nearly three-quarters (71 percent) of male
victims were first raped before their 18th
birthday. In comparison. 29.4 percent of
female victims and 16.6 percent of male
victims were 18 to 24 years old when they
were first raped, and 16.6 percent of

female victims and 12.3 percent of male
victims were age 25 or older (see exhibit
10). These findings are consistent with
findings from the National Women's Study,
which shows that many U.S. women are
raped as children and adolescents.©

Although most rape victims identified by
NVAWS were under 18 when they were
first raped, the survey found that more
women were raped as adults than as chil-
dren or adolescents. Among all women
surveyed, 9.6 percent said they were
raped as an adult, 6.3 percent said they
were raped as an adolescent, and 3.6 per-
cent said they were raped as a child (see
exhibit 11). When the proportion of women
who were raped before and after their
18th birthday was compared, the study
found that women were nearly equally
likely to be raped as minors and adults.
Specifically, 9.1 percent of all women sur-
veyed said they were raped before their

Exhibit 10. Percentaga distribution of female and male rape victims by age at time of firstrape

a Fwnltw.Imi  1Jill
| h- Gl

VA4

aP

o lt le-.i
liiric
Note: Total percentage for mele victins is less ttan “ 30Que to rounding.
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18th birthday (not shown), while 9.6 per-
cent said they were raped since they
turned 18.

Rape prevalence patterns differ for men.
Among all surveyed men, 1.3 percent said
they were raped as a child, 0.7 percent
said they were raped as an adolescent,
and 0.8 percent said they were raped as
an adult (see exhibit 11). Thus, men were
nearly twice as likely to be raped as chil-
dren than as adolescents or adults. It
should be noted that for every age group
considered (child, adolescent, and adult),
women reported significantly more rapes
than men. Because a respondent could
have been raped as a child, adolescent,
and/or adult, age categories are not mutu-
ally exclusive. Thus, the percentages of
child, adolescent, and adult rape victims
cannot be added to get the total percent-
age of rape victims.

Prevalence of early rape
victimization by age

Tne study found that age at the time of
the survey and being raped as a child
and/or adolescent were inversely related
for women. Specifically. 14.5 percent of
the women who were 18 to 29 years old
at the time of the survey said they were
raped before their 18th birthday, compared

with 11.8 percent of the women who were
30 to 39, 8.5 percent who were 40 to 59,
7 percent who were 50 to 59, and 2.6 per-
cent who v are age 60 or older (see exhibit
12). The difference in the rate of early rape
victimization for women is statistically sig-
nificant between all age groups except
between women ages 40 to 49 and 50

to 59.

These findings suggest that the risk of
being raped as a child or adolescent has
increased steadily for women over the
past half century. As previously noted,
however, it is possible that younger
women are simply more likely than older
women to identify themselves as victims,
including victims of child and adolescent
rape, and more likely to report their victim-
ization to an interviewer.

The relationship between age at the time
of the survey and being raped as a child
and/or adolescent is less clear for men.
Although men who were 18 to 39 years
old at the time of the survey were more
likely to report being raped before their
18th birthday than men who were age 40
or older, the aifference in the rate of early
rape victimization is not statistically signifi-
cant between any of the male age groups
(see exhibit 12). Thus, it is impossible to
conclude that the risk of being raped as a
child or adolescent has increased for men
over the past 50 years.

Exhibit 11. Percentage ofwomen and men who were raped ai a child, adolescent and/or adult

Worren (%)
Age category of victim'-* (a-8000
Quitc ages0-13 36
Aociescentlages '2-17) 63
Aduit (age 18and cickr) 96

i ji“erence between women and men s statistically significant.

Men (%)
(0=8000)

13
(874
08

3 Age categories are not mutually exdusive ano therefore cannot be acced to get the total percentage of victins
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Exhibit 12. Percentage ofwoman

and men who ware raped before age 11 by age at time of aurvey

Ageinyiars IS)
Victims' gsndsr 1823 30-39 4049 50-59 O+
Women' 145 uB 85 70 26
In=15241 In=181 In=17%71 In-113) [n= 148
Men 23 23 19 13 13
In="721 In=208L In=1.899 (n= 1067 In=1.2231

* Difference oerween wormen inall groups except 40-49 and 5059 is statistically significant.

Relationship between early
and subsequent rape
victimization

Previous research indicates that women
who are sexually assaulted as children or
adolescents are mere likely to be sexually
assaulted as adults.DResults from
NVAWS are consistent with this research:
18.3 percent of the women who said they
were raped before age 18 also reported
being raped since their 18th birthday, com-
pared with 8.7 percent of the women who
did not report being raped before age 18.
Thus, women who were raped as minors
were twice as likely to report being raped
as adults. (The number of male victims
was insufficient to analyze the relationship
between early and subsequent rape vic-
timization for men.)

Although these findings establish a strong
link between rape victimization as a minor
and subsequent rape victimization as an
adult, the link is not necessarily causal.
Early rape victimization may possibly pose
a genuine risk for subsequent rape victim-
ization, but some other persistent risk fac-
tor, such as poverty or sexual orientation,
could possibly lead to early and subse-
guent rape. The relationship between early
and subsequent rape victimization reflect-
ed in NVAWS data also may simply reflect
the fact that respondents who are willing
to disclose to interviewers that they were
raped as children or adolescents are also
more willing to disclose that they were
raped as adults. More research is needed
on these issues. If early victimization
poses a genuine risk for subsequent
victimization, research is needed on
effective intervention strategies to miti-
gate this risk.



Characteristics of Rape Victims,

Rapists, and Rape Incidents

Victim and offender gender

Although rape is a gender-neutral crime,
most rape victims are women and most
rapists are men. Among all rape victims
identified by the survey, 85.8 percent were
women and 14.2 percent were men.
Nearly all of the female victims (99.6 per-
cent) and most of the male victims (85.2
percent) were raped by a male, while less
than 1 percent of the female victims and
18.2 percent of the male victims were
raped by a female. (Total percentages for
male and female victims exceed 100,
because some victims were raped by both
a male and a female.)

Victim-offender relationship

Information from NVAWS confirms previ-
ous research that shows most rape vic-
tims know their rapist. Only 16.7 percent
of all female victims and 22.8 percent of
all male victims were raped by a stranger
(see exhibit 13). In general, female victims
tended to be raped by current or former
intimates, defined in this study as spous-
es, male and female cohabiting partners,
dates, ooyfriends, and girlfriends. In com-
parison, male victims tended to be raped
by acquaintances, such as friends, teach-
ers, coworkers, or neighbors. Among all
female victims identified by the survey,
20.2 percent were raped by a spouse or
ex-spouse, 4.3 percent were raped by a
current or former cohabiting partner, and
21.5 percent were raped by a current or
former date, boyfriend, or girlfriend.
Among all male victims, 4.1 percent were

raped by a spouse or ex-spouse, 3.7 per-
cent were raped by a current or former
cohabiting partner, and 2.7 percent were
raped by a current or former date,
boyfriend, or girlfriend.

Overall, 43 percent of all female rape vic-
tims and 9 percent of all male victims
were raped by some type of current or for-
mer intimate partner. Nearly half (49.3 per-
cent) of all male victims identified by the
survey were raped by an acquaintance,
compared with 273 percent of all female
victims (see exhibit 13). About equal pro-
portions of female and male victims were
raped by a family member other than a
spouse (22.4 and 22.8 percent, respective-
ly). Rapes committed by family members
other than spouses tended to occur during
childhood or adolescence. Although male
victims were more likely than female vic-
tims to be raped by an acquaintance or a
stranger, it is noteworthy that women are
at significantly greater risk than men of
Deing raped by all types of offenders,
including acquaintances and strangers.

A comoarison of lifetime rape prevalence
among men and women by victim-
offender relationship shows that 7.7 per-
cent of all women, but only 0.4 percent of
all men, were ever raped by a current or
former intimate partner; 3.9 percent of all
women, but only 0.6 percent of all men,
were ever raped by a relative other than

a spouse; 4,8 percent of all women, but
only 14 percent of all men, were ever
raped by an acquaintance; and 2.9 percent
of all women, but only 0.6 percent of all
men, were ever raped by a stranger (see
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Exhibit 13. Percentage distribution of female and male victims by victim-perpetrator relationship*

a Fimilr.irtrra 4i* 1tSil

H  ndnme

Peirant

«parlnef
fit)iSLithp
a Percentages by victim gender exceed ' 00becalise soe victins were rgped by nore then one persm

h The nurrber of mele victins is toe sl to conduct statistical tests.
¢ Difference between mele and ferrele victins is statistically significart.

Exhibit 14. Percentage ofwomen and men who were raped in lifetime by victim-perpetrator relationship

Raped in lifetime (%)

Victim-perpetrator relationship* Worren (na 8000) Men (na 1,000)
Intimete partrer 77 04
Relative other than spouse 39 06
Acquaintance 48 14
Stranger 29 Q6

+ Difference between women and nen is statistically significant
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exhibit 14). Thus, women are 19.3 times
more likely than men to be raped by inti-
mates, 6.5 times more likely to be raped
by nonspouse relatives, 3.4 times more
likely to be raped by acquaintances, and
4.8 times more likely to be raped by
strangers.

As shown in exhibit 15, the victim-
perpetrator relationship varies substarv
tially with the age and gender of the
victim. Females who were younger than
age 12 at the time of the rape tended

to be victimized by relatives other than
a spouse; female victims who were 12
to 17 years old tended to be raped by
intimates and acquaintances; and female

victims who were 18 and older tended
to be raped by intimates. In comparison,
male victims tended to be raped by
acquaintances, regardless of their age at
the time of the rape.

Intimate partner rape and
termination of relationships

Ending a relationship is commonly
believed to pose an increased risk for or
escalation of intimate partner violence.
This assumption is based on two types of
evidence. Divorced or separated women
report more intimate partner violence than
do married women.2L Interviews with men

Exhibit 15. Percentage distribution of child, adolescent and adult rape victims by victim-perpetrator

relationship and victim gender
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a Estimetes are not calculated on responses fromfive or fewer victins,

Bxhibit continued on page 24

CGrd

s Difference between fermale and mele victins is statistically significart.

Note: ToteIpercentages by gender may exceed 10Dbecause sone victins had mulltiple perpetrators. Total percentage for mele
adolescent victins is less than 10Dbecause estimates for intinete perpetrators are not shoan.
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Exhibit IS (cont) Percentage distribution of child, adolescent, anti i.dult rape victims by

victim-perpetrator relationship and victim gender
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b. Difference between femele and mele vict.ms >s statistically significant.

Note: Tatal percentages by gencer may exceec “ @ because sere victins nea multiple perpetrators. Total percentage for mele adoles-
cent victins is less titan 100because estimetes for intinate perpetrators are not shoan
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who have killed their wives also indicate
that either threats of separation by their
partner or actual separation are most
often the precipitating events that lead
to murder.”

To test the theory that the termination of a
relationship leads to increased risk of inti-
mate partner violence, study interviewers
asked respondents who had been raped
by a former spouse or cohabiting partner
whether the rape(s) occurred before the
relationship ended, after the relationship
ended, or both. Exhibit 16 shows that 69.1
percent of the women who were raped by
a former spouse or cohabiting partner said
they were raped hefore the relationship
ended, 24.7 percent said they were raped
before and atter the idlationship ended,
and 6.3 percent said they were raped only
after the relationship ended. These find-
ings suggest that most rapes perpetrated
against women by marital and cohabiting
partners occur in the context of an ongo-
ing rather than a terminated relationship.

Exhibit 16. Percentage distribution of female former
intimate partner rape victims by point in relation—

ship when rapefs) occurred (n* 281)
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Nora. Estimates are based on resporses fromwomen who were
raped by a fomer spouse/oohabiting partrer since age 18 Ifa
womenwas raped by nore then one fomrer spouse/ccnabiting
pertrer since age 18 information about the former spouse/
cohabiting partrer who raped her most recently was used

(Too few former intimate partner male
rape vicrims were interviewed to reliably
calculate estimates for men.)

It is impossible to discern from the data
how many rapes committed against
women before the relationship ended
were linked to their throats to terminate
the relationship. It is also unclear whether
women who were raped before and after
the relationship experienced an increase in
sexual violence at the time of the separa-
tion. It is important to note that determin-
ing the end of a relationship is a matter of
interpretation rather than objective reality.
Some of the intimate partner rape victims
surveyed may have equated a relation-
ship's end with when they or their partner
first discussed termination, whereas oth-
ers may have equated it with the formal
dissolution of a marriage. Clearly, more
research is needed on whether terminating
a relationship increases the risk of intimate
partner violence for women and men.

Characteristics of rape
committed against adults

As noted, interviewers asked rape victims
detailed questions about the most recent
rape suffered at the hands of each type of
offender they identified. Because most vic-
tims were raped by just one person (see
exhibit 6), most were queried about just
one rape incident. Characteristics of rapes
perpetrated against adult women and men
are discussed below. Because the focus is
on rapes perpetrated against adults, infor-
mation presented is oased cn the most
recent rape that occurred since the vic-
tim's 18th birthday.

Location of the rape. Survey findings
indicate that most rapes committed
against adult women and men occur in pri-
vate rather than public settings (see exhib-
it 17). Among victims who were raped as
adults, 84.5 percent of the women and
64.4 percent of the men said they were
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Exhibit 17. Percentage distribution of female anJ male rape victims by characteristics of the rape*

Characteristic Famal* victims (%) Mala victims (%)
Location of the rape6 in«717) In=59
Private setting a5 44
\blic setting 1% &H6
Perpetrator was using drugs and/or aloohd In=628) n=3
Yes 6866 35
No B4 45
Victimwas using drugs and/or alcohol6 (n-709 In>60)
Yes 198 B3
No 802 6L7
Perpetrator threatened to harmor kill N« 75 (h=6e1n
Yes 319 213
No &a1 .7
Perpetrator conitted the following physical assaité In=739) In=6)
Slapped or hit 314 210
Kided or bit 106 13
Choked or atterrpted to droan 134 _d
Hit with object6 6C 145
Beat Up 194 194
Any of the above 378 39
Perpetrator used aweapon (F733) [n« &)
Yes 108 81
No 82 919
Viictim thought she/he/someone dose would be seriously
harmred or killedé IN=726) (h=6l)
Yes 21 213
No 59 .7

a Estimates ate based onthe most recent victimization since age ‘8
B difference between ferrale and mele vicons is statistically significant

¢ Total percentages by gender exceed 100because sore victins suffered mutiple types of physical assault
a Estimates are not calculated on five or fevwer victins.
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raped in their home, their perpetrator's
home, or some other private setting (e.g.,
another person's home, a motel room, or a
car). Wo.nen were significantly more likely
than men to be raped in a private setting
versus a public setting. This finding
undoubtedly reflects the fact that women
are more likely than men to be raped by
intimate partners.

Alcohol and drug use. Drugs and alcohol
play an important role in rape victimization.
About two-thirds of the women and men
who were raped as adults— 66.6 and 58.5
percent, respectively— said their rapist
was using drugs and/or alcohol at the time
of the rape. In addition, 19.8 percent of
the female victims and 38.3 percent of the
male victims said they (the victims) were
using drugs and/or alcohol at the time of
the rape

Threats, physical assaults, and fear of
bodily injury. Compared with male victims,
a higher percentage of female victims

reported that their rapist threatened to
harm or kill them, physically assaulted
them, and used a weapon during their
most recent rape as an adult; however,
these differences were not statistically sig-
nificant. An examination of the specific
types of physical assaults perpetrated by
rapists found that male victims were signifi-
cantly more likely than female victims to
report that their rapist hit them with an
object. Why male victims were more likely
to sustain this type of physical assault is
unknown.

Although female victims and male victims
wens almost equally likely to be verbally
threatened or physically assaulted by their
rapist, female victims were significantly
more likely to fear their rapist. Nearly half
of the female victims (43.1 percent), com-
pared with one-fifth of the male victims
(21.3 percent), said that during their most
recent rape as an adult they thought they
or someone close to them would be seri-
ously harmed or killed.



Injury and Health Outcomes

Injury data indicate that women are nearly
twice as likely as men to be physically
injured during a rape. Among victims
raped since their 18th birthday, 31.5 per-
cent of the women, but only 16.1 percent
of the men, said they incurred an injury
other than the rape itself during their most
recent rape (see exhibit 18). A small num-
ber of female victims (3.1 percent), but no
male victims, reported contracting a sexu-
ally transmitted disease during their most
recent rape.

Female victims were also significantly
more likely than male victims to report
that their most recent rape resulted in
penetration (62.2 and 29 percent, respec-
tively). Few male victims said they were
penetrated during their most recent rape,
a finding that appears to contradict the
finding presented earlier that men, like
women, are more likely to experience

a completed rather than an attempted
rape over their lifetime (see exhibit 3).

An explanation for this apparent contradic-
tion is not readily available. It is possible
that because of the stigma associated
with male-to-male sex, male victims felt
uncomfortable admitting to interviewers
that they had been "penetrated" during
their most recent rape.

It also is important to note that findings
presented earlier on the lifetime preva-
lence of attempted versus completed rape
are not directly comparable to the findings
presented here on the rate of penetration.
The earlier estimate refers to the percent-
age of surveyed men who were victims of
a completed versus attempted rape in

their lifetime, whereas the estimate pre-

sented in exhibit 18 refers to the percent-
age of male victims who were penetrated
during their most recent rape as an adult.

Physical injuries

Most of the female victims who reported
being physically injured sustained relative-
ly minor types of injuries, such as scratch-
es, bruises, and welts (see exhibit 19).
Relatively few sustained more serious
types of injuries, such as broken bones,
dislocated joints, sore muscles, sprains,
strains, or chipped or broken teeth.
(Because only 10 men reported being
injured, the study could not reliably esti-
mate the type of injuries or use of medical
treatment for male victims.) Of the
women who were injured, 36.2 percent
said they received medical treatment (see
exhibit 18).

Mental health and lost
productivity

NVAWS strongly confirms the negative
mental health and social costs of rape vic-
timization. Of those raped since age 18,
33 percent of the female rape victims and
24.2 percent of the male victims said they
received counseling from a mental health
professional as a direct result of their most
recent rape (see exhibit 20). The survey
found that 19.4 percent of the female vic-
tims and 9.7 percent of the male victims
raped as adults said their victimization
caused them to lose time from work.

29
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Exhibit IB. Percentage distribution of female and male rapt victims by injury and health outcomes*

Outcome Female victims {99
Incident resuited in intercourse/penetrationt (= 31
Yes 622
No 378
Victim contracted sexually transitted disease 7321
Yes 31
No %69
Victimwes physically injurediL 73
Yes 35
No |5
Viictim received medical treatment =29
Yes 362
No &8

a  Estimates are based on the nost recent rape since age 18

a Difference between female and mele victins is statistically significant
¢ Estinates are not calculated onfive or fever ictirrs.

d r-timates are based on responses fromvictins who were injured

Male victims (%)

In-&
20

Exhibit 19 Percentage of injured female rape victims who sustained specific injuries (na 231)*

Typo of injury

* Estimetes are based on the most recent rape since age 18

Note: Total percentage exceeds 10Dbecause some victins incurred mutiple injuries.
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Although interviewers did not ask victims
about why they lost time from work, it
was assumed to be for numerous
reasons— to obtain medical treatment.

attend court hearings, meet with a psy-
chologist or other mental health profes-
sional, and avoid contact with their
assailant.

Exhibit 20. Percentage distribution of female and male rape victims by mental health and lost productivity

outcomes*

Qutcome

Victim received counseling frommental health professional
Yes
No
Victim lost timre fram
Work
Schodl
Household resporsibiilities
\olunteer work
Social/recreational activities

* Estirmates are based ar. the nost recent rape since age 18

Female victims (%) Male victims |%)
in-737) In-62)
30 242
670 78
19.416736) a7n=6)
75(n« 7D 113(h=67)
130(n-7381 A7(n=62
57(n« 78 9.7(062)
2341n-73) 24.6(0=61)

31



Victims'

Justice System

Survey findings confirm previous research

that shows rape is a seriously underreport-

ed crime. Only 19.1 percent of the women
and 12.9 percent of the men who were
raped since their 18th birthday said their
rape was reported to the police. (See
"Total" column in exhibit 21 for estimate
on female victims. Estimate for male vic-
tims is not shown.) In most (70.2 percent)
of the rapes against women reported to
the police, the victim rather than a friend,
relative, or other third party reported the
crime. In the majority of the reports (75.9
percent), the police officer met with the
victim and took a report. Only 43.3 per-
cent of the reported rapes resulted in the
rapist being arrested or detained. About
one-third of the women who reported
their rape to the police said the police
referred their case to a prosecutor (33.3
percent), referred them to some type of
victim service (34.8 percent), or gave
them some type of advice (32.6 percent).
For those who reported their rape, 9.9 per-
cent said the police did nothing. (So few
men reported their victimization to the
police that the study was unable to gener-
ate reliable information about their suDse-
gquent involvement with the justice
system.)

When asked why they chose not to report
their rape to the police, 21.9 percent of the
women who did not report their victimiza-
tion said they didn't know or refused to
answer this question. Those who
answered were likely to reply that they
feared retaliation from their rapist, were
too ashamed of or embarrassed about

Involvement in the

what happened to them, or thought the
rape was a minor incident or not a police
matter (see exhibit 22).

Justice system outcomes

According to victim accounts, 37 percent
of the rapes against women that were
reported to the police resulted in the rapist
being criminally prosecuted. Of the prose-
cuted rapists, 46.2 percent were convicted
of a crime, and 76 percent of the convict-
ed rapists were sentenced to iml or prison
(see "Total" column in exhibit 21). Prose-
cution, conviction, and incarceration rates
are substantially lower if they are based on
responses from all rape victims, not only
those who reported their victimization to
the police. Thus, among all women who
were raped since age 18, only 7.8 percent
said their rapist was criminally prosecuted,
3.3 percent said their rapist was convicted
cf a crime, and a mere 2.2 percent said
their rapist was incarcerated (estimates
are not shown in the exhibit).

Thirteen percent of the women who were
raped since age 18 said they obtained a
restraining order against their rapist (see
"Total" column in exhibit 2 1) Of these
women, 65.9 percent said their rapist vio-
lated the order.

A comparison of justice system outcomes
for women who were raped by a current
or former intimate with those who were
raped by a nonintimate produced some
interesting findings (see exhibit 21).
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Exhibit 2. Percentage distribution of female rape victims by justice system outcomes and whether rapist
was intimate or nonintimate*

Oetcone Intimate (%) Noaimimata |%) Total
Rapewas reported to police (n=461) In* 213 In* 734)
Yes 180 209 191
No &0 Rl a9
Identity of reporterd* In=8) In* 57) In* 141)
\ictim 3 596 02
Other 217 204 28
Palice response” In*84| In* 57) In* 149
Took report 78 7 R
Arvested/detained perpetrator 64 204 233
Referred case to prosecutor/oourt* 405 26 B3
Referred victim to victim services 3 28 348
Gave victimaovice* L9 192 376
Did nothing 83 »2 9
Perpetrator was prosecutedo |n=81) In* 54 In* 13
Yes 21 44 370
No 679 56 630
Perpetrator was convictetf 6 In*33) In=21) In*54)
Yes B4 619 462
No 636 A1 538
Perpetrator was sentenced to jail* In* 12 In* 13 In* 25
Yes &7 46 780
No R3 B4 240
Victim obtained restraining order* In* 48 In-250) In* 79
Yes 177 a7 130
No &3 B3 870
Perpetrator violated restraining orcer In*80) In* 11) (n*91)
Yes 638 485 &9
No a3 45 Al

a Estimetes are based on the most recent rape since age 18

0 Estinetes are based on responses fromvictins whaose rape was reported to the police,
¢ Difference between intinetes and ncnintinetes is statistically significart.

a Estimates are based on responses fromvictins whase rapistwas prosecuted

e Estimates are besed on responses framvictins whaose rapistwas corvicted.

1 Estinates are based on responses framvictins who dbtained a restraining aroer.
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Women who were raped by an intimate
were almost equally likely as women who
were raped by a nonintimate to say their
rape was reported to the police (18 and
20.9 percent, respectively). However,
women who were raped by an intimate
were significantly more likely than women
who were raped by a nonintimate to have
been the person who reported the rape to
the police (78.3 and 59.6 percent, respec-
tively). These findings suggest that women
who are raped by a current or former inti-
mate are no more reluctant to become
involved with the justice system than
women who are raped by nonintimates.

Police were almost equally likely to take a
report or make an arrest if the rapist was
an intimate or nonintimate. However, they
were significantly more likely to refer the

case for prosecution, refer the victim to
services, and give the victim advice if
the rapist was an intimate rather than a
nonintimate.

Cases involving intimates were less likely
than those involving nonintimates to be
prosecuted (32.1 and 44.4 percent, respec-
tively); however, the difference between
prosecution rates was not statistically sig-
nificant. Once they were referred for prose-
cution, rapists who were intimates were
significantly less likely than rapists who
were nonintimates to be convicted of a
crime (36.4 and 61.9 percent, respectively).
These findings indicate that it is more diffi-
cult to successfully prosecute rape cases
that involve intimates than those that
involve nonintimates.

Exhibit 22. Percentage distribution of female victime who did not report rape to the police by reason for not

reporting (n*453)1*

Raatoe

Reported to someore else

One-time incident, last incident

Did not want perpetrator arrested

Oid not want police ar court involved

Too young to understand

Handled it myself

Perpetratorwas hushand, farily menter, friend
Pdlice would not believe e arwould blame e
Police could not do anything

Minor incicent; not a crine or police metter

Too asharrec ar enbarrassed

Fear of rapist

a Estimetes are basec on the nost recent rape since age 8

Percant

15

29
29
35
44
77
86
19
126
177
181

0 Feta percentages exceed 100because serre victins hed multp.e resporses.



SPECIAL REPORT /JAN. 06

Women who were raped by an intimate
were significantly more likely than women
who were raped by a nonintimate to
obtain a restraining order against their
rapist (17.7 and 4.7 percent, respectively).
This is not surprising because many State
laws that govern restraining orders require
the object of the restraining order to be a
current or former intimate of the victim.

Satisfaction with the
justice system

In general, victims gave the justice system
mixed reviews. Of the female rape victims

who reported their most recent rape since
their 18th birthday to the police, 47.7 per-
cent said they were satisfied with how the
police handled their case. This figure
increased to 65 percent when only those
victims whose rapist was arrested or
detained by the police were considered.
Similarly, 48.6 percent of the female vic-
tims who came in contact with the
courts— because their rapist was prose-
cuted, they obtained a restraining order
against their rapist, or both— said they
were satisfied with how the courts treated
them.



Questions for Future Research

Although NVAWS provides much needed
information on the extent, nature, and con-
sequences of rape victimization in the
United States, it does not provide all the
answers. The survey found that rape
prevalence differs among women and men
from different racial and ethnic back-
grounds. However, how race and ethnicity
intersect with other demographic variables
was beyond the scope of this study.
Research is needed to determine how
much of the difference in rape prevalence
among men and women from different
racial/ethnic backgrounds can be explained
by respondents’ willingness to report vic-
timization and how much by social, demo-
graphic, and environmental factors. For
example, future research should examine
how age, marital status, and economic
stresses such as poverty and unemploy-
ment interact with race and ethnicity to
increase or decrease the risk of rape
victimization.

NVAWS confirms previous findings that
show that many rape victims are victimized
at an early age, and that women raped
Defore age 18 are twice as likely to report
rape victimization as adults. In addition to
highlighting the need to direct prevention
strategies toward minors, these findings
suggest that research should focus on the
long-term effects of early rape experi-

ences, especially with respect to the possi-

ble causal link between childhood sexual
abuse and subsequent sexual abuse.

Future research also should consider the
gender and age variations among rape vic-
tims and those who commit the crime.

Clearer understanding of how the age and
gender of the victim and offender interact
with the context and motivations for rape
can assist in developing adequate inter-
vention and prevention strategies for
rapists and their victims.

More research is needed on risk factors
associated with injury, death, and disease
incurred during rape victimization of both
men and women. Also essential is
research on the long-term psychological
and social consequences of rape victimiza-
tion, including depression, posttraumatic
stress disorder, lost productivity, and fear
of crime.

Despite widespread public education
programs, rape remains a largely under-
reported crime. This finding calls for con-
sideration as to whether law enforcement
agencies and victim service providers
might expand their efforts to assist rape
victims and do more to convince them
that reporting their rape to the police is
worthwhile and appropriate.

Research of a more qualitative nature is
needed to understand the different con-
texts in which rape occurs, the different
ways in which male and female rape vic-
tims interpret their victimization, and the
processes by which they come to define
themselves as rape victims. Qualitative
research is also needed on the motivations
for rape and the ways rapists minimize and
rationalize their aggression.

In addition, cohort and trend analyses
are needed to determine whether the
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prevalence of rape has increased since
World War Il and, if so, why? Data from
NVAWS show that women under age 50
report significantly more rape victimization
than women over 50. Cohort and trend
analyses would help determine whether
rape prevalence has actually increased or
whether younger women are simply more
willing than older women to define them-
selves as rape victims and report their vic-
timization to survey interviewers.

Longitudinal research is needed to deter-
mine whether rape victimization early in
life increases the risk of rape victimization
later in life and, if so, what particular con-
sequences of early victimization make an
individual more vulnerable to revictimiza-
tion. As noted previously, findings estab-
lish a clear link between early and
subsequent rape victimization for women.
However, because NVAWS used a one-
time retrospective assessment of respon-
dents' experiences, the data cannot
answer certain key questions. For exam-
ple, did women who were raped as
minors suffer some long-term effects
(e.g., emotional vulnerability or low self-
esteem) that carried over into adulthood
and made them more- susceptible to being
raped as adults? Do certain risk factors for
rape in childhood or adolescence (e.g.,
poverty, sexual orientation23 persist into
adulthood? Does the relationship between
early and subsequent rape victimization
uncovered by NVAWS findings reflect the
fact that women who were willing to
report one type of victimization to survey

interviewers (e.g., rape as a child by a fam-

ily member) were simply more willing to
report other types of victimization (e.g.,
rape as an adult by a spouse), or did recall-
ing early rape victimization trigger recall of
subsequent rape victimization?

A longitudinal survey that assessed psy-
chological, behavioral, and environmental
characteristics in a representative sample
of youths at various times, along with the
occurrence of sexual assault victimization
between those times, would mitigate
some of the problems inherent in a retro-
spective survey such as NVAWS and help
answer such questions. The assumption
of a longitudinal design is that if victimized
and nonvictimized respondents do not
differ at one point in time after controlling
for preexisting conditions, but do differ on
certain characteristics at a later point in
time following a victimization, then those
characteristics may be considered out-
comes rather than predictors or causes
of victimization.24

In summary, more research is needed on
the characteristics, causes, and conse-
quences of rape and other forms of sexual
assault. Future research should focus on
the context and motivations for various
forms of sexual assault perpetration, risk
factors and patterns associated with both
sexual assault victimization and perpetra-
tion, short- and long-term consequences
of victimization, and the relationship
between early and subsequent victimiza-
tion. Studies should incorporate myriad
research design strategies, including
indepth interviews with victims and perpe-
trators, longitudinal surveys of both youth
and adult populations, and police and court
record reviews.
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About the National Institute of Justice

NU is the research, development, and evaluation agency of the U.S. Department of Justice. NIJ'a
mission is to advance scientific research, development, and evaluation to enhance the adminis—
tration of justice and public safety. NIJ's principal authorities are derived from the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended (see 42 U.S.C. SS 3721-3723).

The NIJ Director is appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate.The Director estab—

lishes the Institute's objectives, guided by the priorities of the Office of Justice Programs, the
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and tools to guide policy and practice.
hitp\/mw. jp. uschy govinj

Strategic Goals

N1J has seven strategic goals grouped into three categories: arcontact
Creating relevant knowledge and tools National Qrinrirel Justice
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and technology needs. R. Wille. MD 208496000
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the administration of justice and public safety.
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justice and public safety.
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4. Disseminate relevant knowledge and information to practitioners and policymakers in an
understandable, timely, and concise manner.

5. Act as an honest broker to identify the information, tools, and technologies that respond to
the needs of stakeholders.

Agency management

6. Practice fairness and openness in the research and development process.

7. Ensure professionalism, excellence, accountability, cost-effectiveness, and integrity in the
management and conduct of NIJ activities and programs.

Program Areas

In addressing these strategic challenges, the Institute is involved in the following program areas:
crime control and prevention, including policing; drugs and crime; justice systems and offender
behavior, including corrections; violence and victimization; communications and information
technologies; critical incident response; investigative u 1forensic sciences, including DNA; less-
than-lethal technologies; officer protection; education b,id training technologies; testing and
standards; technology assistance to law enforcement and corrections agencies; field testing cf
promising programs; and international crime control.

In addition to sponsoring research and development and technology assistance, NIJ evaluates
programs, policies, and technologies. NIJ communicates its research and evaluation findings
through conferences and print and electronic media.



Public Opinion ofAlaskans on
Domestic Violence and

Sexual Assault

Results from the Alaska A\1)V SA Public Opinion Research Stir\e\ conducted In
the survey participants consist ol ntfs raiklomly called people diMrrtMilcd across

t

Ilellcnthal it Associates. 2000.
the state. Margin oferror is t- 4%.

How Informed Are Alaskans About Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Issues?

49.3% think Alaska is ranked among the top states for sexual assault rates. In fact, Alaska
has the highest rates of sexual assault (“Table 5: Crime in the United State by State.” FBI

Uniform Crime Report, 2005).
» 83.1% think Alaska is ranked at or near the top for rates of domestic violence. Alaska
continuously ranks in the top five states. Alaska had the highest rate of female homicides

in 2004 (Violence Policy Center, 2006).
How Does Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Affect Alaskans?

e 74.7% have experienced or know someone who has experienced domestic violence or

sexual assault.
* 93% said they would intervene if they knew someone experiencing domestic or sexual

violence, and 61.6% believe other members of the community would intervene.
How Do Alaskans Utilize Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Service Providers?

* 73.1% can name their local programs providing services to victims.
» Ofthe 74.7% ofAlaskans who have experienced or know someone who has experienced
domestic violence and sexual assault, 66.5% tried to access services in their community or

encouraged others to do so.
» 28.6% did not access services or encourage others to do so because there were no services

available at the time.
What Legislative Measures do Alaskans Support?

 81.1% did not know that funding for services providers did not increase between

1995-2005.
» 89% ofthose surveyed would support an increase in funding for service providers and

84.3% of registered voters surveyed would vote to increase funding.
* 90.4% support enhanced penalties for domestic violence and sexual assault perpetrators.
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Council on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault
P.O. Box 111200 »Juneau, Alaska 99811

Statistics on Sexual Violence
Whatand Where To Find Them

During FY2002,1,851 victims of sexual assault sought services from victim service

programs in Alaska.
(Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, State of Alaska)

In the calendar year 2002, DFY'S received 1,475 reports of suspected child sexual abuse.
(Division of Family and Youth Services, State of Alaska)

An Alaska woman is forcibly raped every 18 hours and 17 minutes.
(Alaska Uniform Crime Report 2001)

During 2001, more than six in ten rape or sexual assault victims stated the offender was an

intimate, other relative, a friend or an acquaintance.
(BJS, Trends in Violent Victimizations, 1973-2001)

Alaska’s forcible rape rate is 2.5 times larger than the national average. Alaska’s forcible

rape rate is larger than California and Washington’s rape rates combined.
(Uniform Crime Reports 2000)

311 sexual assault cases and 241 sexual abuse of a minor cases were referred to Alaska

District Attorney offices in 2001.
(Department of Law, State of Alaska)

As of February 27,2003, there are 931 sex offenders registered in Alaska’s central registry.
(Department of Public Safety, State of Alaska)

In 2000, 36 percent of rape and sexual assault victims lost more than 10 days of work after

victimization.
(BJS, Personal and Property Crimes 2000)

Only 36 percent of completed rapes were reported to the police during the years 1992 to
2000. Thirty-four percent of the attempted rapes, and 26 percent of the completed and

attempted sexual assault were reported.
(BJS, Rape and Sexual Assault: Reporting to Police and Medical Attention 2002)

Prepared by Elizabeth Agnew, Associate Coordinator February 2003
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Please call our 24-hour crisis line
ifyou are a victim of
domestic abuse!

sexual assault or

907-276-7273

_ P
Please do notbecome a statistic
We are here to help you

® Alaska's rape rate Is 2.4 times the national average.
® In the U.S., a woman Is raped every 45 seconds.

® Only one in ten rapes are reported.
Rape remains the most under-reported of all violent crimes.

Domestic abuse Is also under-reported

® One In five adult women will be raped at some point In her life.
. One In 3.5 adult women will be attacked by a rapist.
® 80% of all rapes are committed by someone known to the victim.

® a woman is ten times more likely to be raped than to die in a car crash.

One In four female and one In six male children will be sexually assaulted before they are 18
years old.

® Alaska has six times the national average of reported child sexual assault.

Thank you for visiting our web page!

You are visitor # FastCounter by Link Exchange

Our contact information is below...

W ebmaster:
Remmele Hinton

/ starQ staralaska.org
Fireweed Lane, Suite 230, Anchorage, Alaska 99503

is Line 24 Hour Crisis Line FAX TTDY

1-800-478-8999 907-278-9983 907-278-9988
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Anchorage Daily News

Crime num bers fall; sexual assaults up
ALASKA DIGEST

(Published: February 12, 2007)

FAIRBANKS -- The number of overall crimes in Fairbanks has fallen despite a rise in sexual assaults
and burglaries.

Homicides in the city reached a 13-year low last year while crime overall fell 15 percent.

Now Police Chief Dan Hoffman is calling for more officers to investigate sexual assaults and
burglaries. Hoffman said the city's sexual assault rate — 68 were reported last year -- is higher
than the norm for a city with fewer than 32,000 residents.

The statistics apply only to Fairbanks police and do not count crimes reported toother agencies,
including Alaska State Troopers.

The chiefs annual crime report tracks eight categories from 2000 through 2006: homicide, sexual
assault, robbery, aggravated assault, other assault, burglary, theft and vehicle theft.

The city's homicide rate typically totals fewer than five, and Hoffman said the drop to one homicide
last year could hardly be touted as statistically significant. He noted a national decrease in violent

crime.

"You have to go all the way back to 1993 to find the last year when we had only one homicide in
Fairbanks," Hoffman said.

Fairbanks police have handled three homicides to date this year.

The number of sexual assaults rose 21 percent in 2006 compared to 2005, when police received 56
reports of sexual assault, according to Hoffman's report.

"I'm not completely surprised," said Jessica Stossel with the Interior Alaska Center for Non-violent
Living, which provides services to rape victims. "We have seen an increase in sex assaults that we
are responding to through the (Sexual Assault Response Team)."

Hoffman attributed a rise in burglaries to three men late last year. Burglary reports have since
abated, he said.

According to the crime report, 306 burglaries were reported in the city last year. That's a 25
percent rise over the number of burglaries reported in 2005.

— The Associated Press

http://lwww .adn.com/news/alaska/crime/v-printer/story/8635315p-8527676¢.himi 2/12/2007
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Y-K Delta sexual assault numbers extreme

by Chris Joy
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2007

Anchorage, Alaska - A startling number of sexual assaults are
being reported in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.

Law enforcement officials in the Bethel region say there were 75
cases of sexual assault and 41 cases of sexual abuse of a minor
The Y-K Delta Is reporting more sexual Feferred to state prosecutors last year. That's a higher number
assaults than Anchorage, a city with 2 than Anchorage, which reported 49 sexual assault cases and 33
PP . (kruoTd ey €' cases of sexual abuse of a minor. But Anchorage's population is
' about 10 times that of the Bethel region.

Officials are calling those numbers an epidemic and say alcohol was a factor in many of the
cases.
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Statistics

Key Facts

a Every two and a halfminutes, somewhere in America, someone is sexually
assaulted. .

= One insix American WOMen are victims of sexual assault, and one in 33 men.

® In 2004-2005, there were an average annual 200,780 victims of rape, attempted

rape or sexual assault.
m About 44% of rape victims are under age 18, and 80% are under age 30.

a since 1993, fape/sexual assault has fallen by over e99s.

Rapes Still Not Being Reported
NrtuUfi <TSaxual SaaaaTti Hapartaa ta The National Crime Victimization Survey
Polln (bmd upsn a ataVatlcil av*r«f« ) e
of tko post | yun) includes statistics on reported and
unreported crimes in America. Sexual
assault is one of the most underreported
crimes, with more than half still being left
unreported. Utilizing services such as The
4i% National Sexual Assault Hotline can help
W%A encourage victims to get help and report
what has happened to them so that more
perpetrators can be brought to Justice.

Males are the least likely to report a
sexual assault, though it Is estimated
they make up 10% of all victims. Young
females are four times more likely than
any other group to be a victim of sexual

Mora Than Half of Saxual Assaults Go Unraporttd

assault.

Is the incidence of rape and sexual assault Increasing or decreasing inAmerica?
Have you heard about crime declining? It is true (as best we can tell). While figures for any
single year are considered somewhat unreliable because they are based on a small sample
size, the more-reliable longterm trend looks extremely good. Since 1993, rape/sexual assault
has fallen by more than half. Read a two page summary of major statistics (pdf).

2/5/2007
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2005 Statistics
In 2005, there were 191,670 victims of rape, attempted rape or sexual assaults according to

the 2005 National Crime Victimization Survey (pdf).

Of the average annual 200,780 victims in 2004-2005, about 64,080 were victims of
completed rape, 51,500 were victims of attempted rape, and 85,210 were victims of sexual

assault.

Because of the methodology of the National Crime Victimization Survey, these figures do not
include victims 12 or younger. While there are no reliable annual surveys of sexual
assaults on children, (pdf) the Justice Department has estimated that one of six victims are

under age 12.

Contrary to the belief that rapists are
hiding in the bushes or in the
shadows of the parking garage,
almost two-thirds of all rapes were
committed by someone who is known
to the victim. 73% of sexual assaults
were perpetrated by a non-stranger -
38% of perpetrators were a friend or
acquaintance of the victim, 28% were
an intimate and 7% were another
relative.

National Crime Victimization Survey,
2008

RAINN's "two and a half minute"
calculation is based on 2005

National Crime Victimization
survey (pdf) from the Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice. Here are

details of the calculation.

Additional Resources

For information and resources on sexual assault, rape and drug-facilitated sexual assault,

please visit911irape.org.

For more information and statistics, visit the U.S. Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice
Statistics.

For media requesting statistics or to interview a member of RAINN regarding

statistical data on sexual assault, please contact Darcey West at darceywQrainn.org.

http://ww. rainn.org/statistics/index.html 2/5/2007


http://www.rainn.org/statistics/index.html




The Victims of Sexual Assault | Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network Page 10f2

Important news about the work RAINN does

g IXI%B" w Fr&’ Q)lfl(bltla], mmgsmmlm Enter your email address. We'll send you

NATIONAIS fM A SM OAIK HO1UK lenter your tmail

NATIVAL Flet reseHus MieFri 2IAVCT
FAWHX

National Sexual Assault Hotline « 1.800.656.HOPE < Free. Confidential. 24/7.

search the site

The Victims of Sexual Assault

RAINN Women
Get Information
What Should I Do? a One out of every six American women have been ths victims of an
Counseling Centers attempted or completed rape in their lifetime (14.8% completed rape;
Statistics 2.8% attempted rape). This is according to the Prevalence, Incidence and
News Consequences of Violence Against Woman Survey, National Institute of Justice
Events and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1998.
Programs I - -
e A total of 17.7 million women have been victims of these crimes,

e In 2003, nine out of every ten rape victims were female according to the 2003

StatIStICS National Crime Victimization Survey,

° Facts about Rape € While about 80 % of all victims are white, minorities are somewhat more likely to be

1 Every Two and a HaH attacked:

Minutes
. P

Definitions Lifetime rate of rape/attempted rape for women, according to the Prevalence, Incidence and
1 The Victims of Sexual . .

Consequences of Violence Against Women Survey:

Asaault
1 Pregnancies Resulting

from Rapa e All: 17.6%
' Reporting Rape e White: 17.7%
° Punishing Rapists a Black: 18.8%
a Effacts of Rape a Asian/Pacific Islander: 68%

a American Indian/Alaskan: 34.1%

About RAINN a Mixed Race: 24 .4%

About Us

Request Info Men

Contact Us

a About three percent of American men - a total of 2.78 million men- have experienced
an attempted or completed rape in their lifetime according to the 1998 Prevalence,

onate

Incidence and Consequences of Violence Against Women study,
Make a Donation
Monthly Giving Program
Buy RAINN Gaar
Shop For RAINN
Ba A RAINNMaker Children

a 1In 2003, one inevery ten rape victims were male, according to the 2003 National

Crime Victimization Study.

a 15% of victims are under age 12

Los recursos en espaftol

1 Sobre RAINN
a Consajos

a 29% are age 12-17
a 44% are under age 18

a 80% are under age 30

The statistics are according to the 1997 Sex O0ffense and Offenders Study, Bureau of

Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice and 1999 National Crime Victimization Study.

a Seven percent of girls in grades five to eight and twelve percent of girls in grades nine
through twelve said they had been sexually abused according to the 1998
Commonwealth Fund Survey of the Health of Adolescent Girls,

a Three percent of boys ingrades five through eight and five percent of boys in grades
nine through twelve said they had been sexually abused according to the 1998
Commonwealth Fund Survey of the Health of Adolescent Boys,

a 93% of juvenile sexual assault victims knew their attacker; 34.2% were family

members and 58.7% acquaintences. Only seven percent of the perpetrators were

: "-sexuai-assault. hml

hUp-/. "W rainn.org/statistics/viciims-0
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strangers to the victim, according to the 2000 Sexual Assault of Young Children as
Reported to Law Enforcement. This study is available at the Bureau of Justice Statistics
wabsite.

a In 1995, local child protective service agencies identified 126,000 children who were
victims of either substantiated or indicated sexual abuse; of these, 75% were girls.
Nearly 30% of child victims were between the ages of 4 and 7. This is according to the
1995 Child Maltreatment study, US Department of Health and Human Services,
Administration for Children and Families.

m 12-34 are the highest risk years. Risk peaks in the late teens: girls 16 to 19 are four
times more likely than the general population to be victims of rape, attempted rape or
sexual assault. This is according to the 2000 National Crime Victimization Study.

Race

Among people 12 and older, about 83.5% of the US population is white, and 82.5% of rape
victims are white; 13.3% of victims are black, compared to 12.3% of the population; and
4.2% of both victims and the population are of other races, according to the 2000 National

Crime Victimization Study.

© RAINN 2006 < info@rainn.org - 1.800.656.H0OPE « CFC*1973
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Are Victims Reporting the Crime of Rape?

RAINN Reporting can be an invasive and difficult process, but the only way to ensure more rapists
are in prison and off the street is to report the crime to the police. Calling the National Sexual
Assault Hotline can put you in touch with a victim advocate in your local area who will assist
and support you th oughout the reporting process. The important thing to know is vou are not

Get Information
What Should I Do?
Counaaling Canters

Statistics alone,
Newt
Events Percentage of Sexual Assaults Reported to Silent V ctlms
Programs Police (based on a statistical average
One of the most startling aspects of sex

of the peel five years)
crimes Is how many go unreported. Though

Statistics we have come far in reducing the occurence
of sexual assault and diminishing the stigma

Facts about Rape
associated with being a victim, only a

Evary Two and a Half

Minutea 41h minority of sexual assault victims report the
Definitions . .

. crime to the police.
The Victims of Sexual 59%
Assault | In 200S, only 38% of rapes and sexual
Pregnancies Resulting
from Rape assaults were reported to law enforcement

officials — about one in every three. This Is

Reporting Rape
according to the 2005 National Crime

Punlahing Rapists Mor» Thin Hilf of Sexual Asuults Go Unraportod

Effects of Rape Victimization Survey.

Of sexually abused children in grades five through twelve, 48% of the boys and 29% of the
About RAINN girls had told no one about the abuse— not even a friend or sibling. This is according to the

About Us 1998 Commonwealth Fund Survey of the Health of Adolescent Girls.

Request Info

Contact Ua Why Do Victims Not Report?

Some reasons given Include the following:
Donate

Make a Donation
Monthly Giving Program
Buy RAINN Gear

Shop For RAINN

Ba A RAINNMakar

It's a personal matter,

Fear of reprisal.

Think police are biased.

Want to protect the offender.

Feel partly responsible.

Felt there wasn't enough evidence and the case wouldn't be pursued,
Drunk or high when it happened,

Los recursos en espaftol
Afraid they would not be believed.

» Sobra RAINN
° Consejoa

QO Y = O = Q9 m

It is interesting to note that the closer the relationship between the victim and the offender,
the greater tne likelihood that the police will not be told about the cnme:

Wjhen the offender is a current or
ex-boyfriend...

a 77% of completed rapes are not reported,
a 77% of attempted rapes are not reported,
a 75% of sexual assaults are not reported.

f hen the offender is a friend...

2/5/2007
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m 61% of completed rapes are not reported,
a 71% of attempted rapes are not reported.
m 82% of sexual assaults are not reported.

When the offender is a
stranger...

m 54% of completed rapes are not reported.
m 44% of attempted rapes are not reported.
m 34% of sexual assaults are not reported.

How Many Reports Ara Falsa?

There Is widespread opinion that a large number of reported sexual assaults are false claims.
That is absolutely not true. According to the FBI, in 20035 .5% of sexual assaults wars
determined to be unfounded. "Unfounded" Includes cases when there is insufficient
evidence, the victim decides not to follow through with prosecution, the victim repeatedly
changes the account of rape, the victim recants and police are unable to locate the victim as
well as when the allegation is found to be false.

© RAINN 2006 <+ InfoOralnn.org - 1.800.656.H0PE <« CFC#1973

©

Privacy Policy <« Website User Agreement
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Sexual Violence: Fact Sheet

OCCURRENCE

Sexual violence is a serious
problem that affects millions of
people every year. Its victims
are at increased risk of being
abused again (Elliott, Mok, and
Briere 2004; Jewkes, Sen, and
Garcia-Moreno 2002; Rickert et
al. 2004). Sexual violence
perpetrators are also at
increased risk r perpetrating

again (Lisak and Miller 2002).

Statistics about sexual violence
vary due to differences in how
it is defined and how data is
collected. Sexual violence data
usually come from police,
clinical settings,
nongovernmental
organizations, and survey
research.

Available data greatly

Injury Prevention

Publications

and Con

Funding Search

Resources for
Sexual Assault
Awareness Month

<2D Sexual Violence
Prevention; Beginning
the Dialogue

Latest Findings from the
Extent, Nature, and
Consequences: Findings
From the National
Violence Against Women
Survey

National Sexual Violence
Resource Center

NEW CDCynergy;
Violence Prevention
Edition

Develop a comprehensive
communication plan on
violence prevention issues.

underestimate the true magnitude of the problem. Rape is one
of the most underreported crimes. Reporting rates for rape vary
across studies. The National Violence Against Women Survey
(NVAWS) found that only 1 in 5 adult women (19%) reported
their rapes to police (Tjaden and Thoennes 2006). Estimates of
rapes reported to the police from the National Crime
Victimization Study (NCVS), conducted by the Department of
Justice (D0OJ), vary widely from year to year, from 39% in 2002
to 54% in 2003 (DOJ 2002, DOJ 2003). The difference between
the NCVS and NVAWS rates is most likely due to different survey
methods used in these two studies, so these differing results

should not be directly compared.

While not an exhaustive list, here are some statistics on the

occurrence of sexual violence.

Consequences

http://vwvw.cdc.gov/ncipc/tactsheets/svtacts.htm

Page 1of 11
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Sexual violence can have very harmful and lasting consequences

for victims, families, and communities. The following list
describes just some of them.

Physical

Women who experience both sexual and physical abuse
are significantly more likely to have sexually transmitted

diseases (Wingood et ai. 2000).
Over 32,000 pregnancies result from rape every year
(Holmes et al. 1996)
There are long-term consequences such as:
0 Chronic pelvic pain
Premenstrual syndrome
Gastrointestinal disorders
Gynecological and pregnancy complications
Migraines and other frequent headaches
Back pain
Facial pain

©O O O o o o o

Moreno 2002)

Psychological

Victims of sexual violence face both immediate and long-term
psychological consequences (Ackard and Neumark-Sztainer
2002; Faravelli et al. 2004; Felitti et al. 1998; Krakow et al.
2002; Ystgaard et al. 2004).

Immediate psychological consequences include:

Shock

Denial

Fear

Confusion

Anxiety

Withdrawal

Guilt

Nervousness

Distrust of others

Symptoms of Post-traumatic stress disorder
Emotional detachment
Sleep disturbances
Flashbacks

Mental replay of assault

© O o o

Mental chronic psychological consequences include:

Depression

http://wAwv.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheeis/svlacts.him

Disability preventing work (Jewkes, Sen, and Garcia-

Page 2 of 11
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+ Attempted or completed suicide
+ Alienation
+ Post-traumatic stress disorder
+ Unhealthy diet-related behaviors
0 Fasting
0 Vomiting
0 Abusing diet pills
0 Overeating

Social

+ Strained relationships with the victim's family, friends, and
intimate partners

+ Less emotional support from friends and family

+ Less frequent contact with friends and relatives

+ Lower likelihood of marriage (Clements at al. 2004;
Golding, Wilsnack and Cooper 2002)

Health Behaviors

Some researchers view the following health behaviors as both
consequences of sexual violence and factors that increase a
person's vulnerability to being victimized again in the future
(Brener et al. 1999; Lang et al. 2003).

+ Engaging in high-risk sexual behavior Including:
0 Unprotected sex
0 Early sexual initiation
0 Choosing unhealthy sexual partners
0 Having multiple sex partners
0 Trading sex for food, money, or other items
+ Using or abusing harmful substances, including:
0 Smoking cigarettes
0 Drinking alcohol
o Driving after drinking alcohol

0 Taking drugs (Champion et al. 2004; Jewkes, Sen,
and Garcia-Moreno 2002; Raj, Silverman, and Amaro

2000)
Groups at Risk
Certain groups are at risk for IPV victimization or perpetration.
Victimization

+ Women are more likely to be victims of sexual violence
than men: 78% of the victimsof rape and sexual assault
are women and 22% are men (Tjaden and Thoennes

2000).

2/5/2007
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Sexual violence starts very early in life. More than half of
all races of women (54%) occur before age 18; 22% of
these rapes occur before age 12. For men, 75% of all
rapes occur before age 18, and 48% occur before age 12
(Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

Prevalence of IPV varies among race. American Indian and
Alaskan Native women are significantly more likely (34%)
to report being raped than African American women (19%)
or White women (18%) (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).
Women in college who use drugs, attend a university with
high drinking rates, belong in a sorority, and drank heavily
in high school are at greater risk for rape while intoxicated

(Mohler-Kuo et al. 2004).

Perpetration

Most perpetrators of sexual violence are men. Among acts
of SV committed against women since the age of 18,
100% of rapes, 92% of physical assaults, and 97% of
stalking acts were perpetrated by men. SV against men is
also mainly male violence: 70% of rapes, 86% of physical
assaults, and 65% of stalking acts were perpetrated by
men (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

Relationship between Victim and Perpetrator

In 8 out of 10 rape cases, the victim knows the perpetrator
(Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

A national survey found that 10% of women were victims
of rape or attempted rape by a husband or intimate
partner in their lifetime (Basile 2002).

Of people who report sexual violence, 64% of women and
16% of men were raped, physically assaulted, or stalked
by an intimate partner. This includes a current or former
spouse, cohabitating partner, boyfriend/girlfriend, or date
(Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

Vulnerability Factors for Victimization and Risk Factors
for Perpetration

As discussed in the Occurrence section above, statistics on
sexual violence are biased by underreporting, and emphasis on
more overtly violent sexual assaults by medical and legal
services, among other factors. Underreporting is due to victims'
embarrassment, shame, fear, feelings of discomfort and mistrust
about the official(s) to whom an assault is reported.

Despite the underestimation of the true magnitude of the

hup://wv.cdc.gov/ncipc/ lacishtfets/sviacis. htm

Page 4 of 1
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problem, research has increased understanding of factors that
make some populations more vulnerable to sexual violence
victimization and more at risk for sexual violence perpetration.

Vulnerability factors increase the likelihood that a person will
suffer harm. Risk factors increase the likelihood that a person
will cause harm. However, neither vulnerability nor risk factors
are direct causes of sexual violence — they are contributing
factors to sexual violence (Jewkes, Sen, and Garcla-Moreno
2002; Malamuth 1998). Vulnerability factors for victimization
and risk factors for perpetration comprise a combination of
individual, relational, community and societal factors.

Populations vulnerable to victimization and those at risk for
perpetration can share these factors. Shareu individual-level
fiiCtors are noted below with an asterisk (*). All community- and
social-level factors listed under Risk Factors for Perpetration
increase victims' vulnerability to sexual violence. Some
vulnerability and risk factors are correlated with one another; for
example, childhood physical and/or sexual victimization is a risk
factor for future perpetration of sexual violence.

The public health approach aims to moderate and mediate those
contributing factors that are preventable, and to Increase
protective factors that reduce vulnerability to victimization and
risk for perpetration.

Vulnerability Factors for Victimization

+ Prior history of sexual violence. Women who are raped
before the age of 18 are twice as likely to be raped as
adults, compared to those without a history of sexual
abuse (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

+ Gender. Women are more likely to be victims of sexual
violence than men: 78% cf the victims of rape and sexual
assault are women and 22% are men (Tjaden and
Thoennes 2000). These findings may be influenced by the
reluctance of men to report sexual violence.

* Young age. Sexual violence victimization starts very early
in life. More than half of all rapes of women (54%) occur
before age 18; 22% of these rapes occur before age 12.
For men, 75% of all rapes occur before age 18, and 48%
occur before age 12 (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000). Young
women are at higher risk of being raped than older women
(Acierno et al. 1999).

* Drug or alcohol use.* Binge drinking and drug use are
related to increased rates of victimization (Champion et al.
2004).

+ High-risk sexual behavior. As with drug/alcohol use,
researchers are trying to understand the complex
relationships between sexuality and sexual violence —

2/5/2007
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their causality, directionality, and other etiologic factors
that increase vulnerability for victimization are not well
understood. Some researchers believe that engaging in
high-risk sexual behavior is both a vulnerability factor and
a consequence of childhood sexual abuse. Youth with
many sexual partners are at increased risk of experiencing
sexual abuse (Howard and Wang 2003; Valois et al. 1999).

. Poverty.* Poverty may make the daily lives of women
and children more dangerous (e.g. walking alone at night,
less parental supervision). It may also make them more
dependent on men for survival and therefore less able to
control their own sexuality, consent to sex, recognize their
own victimization or to seek help when victimized. These
Issues increase their vulnerability to sexual victimization
(Jewkes, Sen, and Garcia-Moreno 2002). In addition, poor
women may be at risk for sexual violence because their
economic (and, often, educational) status necessitates that
they engage in high-risk survival activities, for example
trading sex for food, money, or other items (Wenzel et al.
2004). Poverty also puts women at increased risk of
intimate partner violence, of which sexual violence is often
one aspect.

« Ethnicity/culture. American Indian and Alaskan Native
women are more likely (34% ) to report being raped than
African American women (19%), White women (18%) or
Hispanic women (15%) (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

Risk Factors for Perpetration

Individual Factors

+ Alcohol and drug use*

+ Coercive sexual fantasies

*+ Impulsive and antisocial tendencies

+ Preference for impersonal sex

+ Hostility towards women

*+ Hypermasculinity

+ Childhood history of sexual and physici | abuse*
+ Witnessed family violence as a child

Relationship Factors

+ Association with sexually aggressive and delinquent peers
+ Family environment characterized by physical violence and

few resources
+ Strong patriarchal relationship or familial environment

*+ Emotionally unsupportive familial environment

Community Factors

http://wwvv.cdc.gov/ncipGfacishcetssvfacis.ium 2/5/2007
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+ Poverty
+ Societal norms that support sexual violence
+ Societal norms that support male superiority and sexual

entitlement
+ Societal norms that maintain women's inferiority and

sexual submissiveness
+ Weak laws and policies related to gender equity
+ High tolerance levels of crime and other forms of violence

Protective Factors

Protective factors may lessen the likelihood of sexual violence
victimization or perpetration, and exist at individual, relational,
community, and societal levels. Although less is known about
protective factors, the literature suggests measures to prevent
potential perpetrators. Some examples for youth are
connectedness with school, friends and adults in the community,
and emotional health (Borowsky et al 1997).
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number 1
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HCR 3
(H) Publish Date: 3/1/2007
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title Relating to proclaiming April of 2007 as Sexual >pU
Assault Awareness Month Component
Sponsor Meyer
Requester House Rules Committee Component No.
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012  FY 2013
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | | | |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | ( \ ! | (
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 00 00 00 00 00
Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsIs:  (Attacha separate page if necessary)

Phone 465-3764
Date/Time

Date 2/20/2007

Prepared by: (H) RULES COMMITTEE
Division

Approved by: Representative John Coghill
Agency
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