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House Concurrent Resolution 3 
Relating to proclaiming April of 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Sexual assault is one o f the most devastating crimes in our society. In the state o f Alaska, 
statistics illustrate a sobering reality. Alaska has the highest per capita occurrence o f sexual 
assault in the nation. While Alaskans work to provide quality services, assistance, support, 
and advocacy for victims o f sexual assault, there is a profound need for greater awareness, 
prevention, and educational measures.

In the late 1980s, the National Coalition Against Sexual Assault (NCASA) informally polled 
state sexual assault coalitions to determine when to have a national Sexual Assault Awareness 
Week. A week in April was selected. In the late 1990s, many advocates began coordinating 
activities throughout the month o f April on a regular basis, promoting an idea for a nationally 
recognized month for sexual assault awareness activities. As a result. Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month was first observed nationally in April 2001. In Alaska, a resolution was 
passed by the 22nd Legislature declaring April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

HCR 3 proclaims the month o f April 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. It is 
important that schools, community organizations, government agencies, and individuals 
observe this month with activities that educate and increase the public’s awareness o f the 
prevalence o f sexual assault in Alaska.

HCR 3 is meant to encourage and support women, men, and children who have been affected 
by sexual assault, as well as acknowledge the members o f  our communities that act as 
counselors and advocates for victims, families, and loved ones.

Sponsor Statement
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House Concurrent Resolution 3 
Relating to proclaiming April of 2007 as Sexual Assault Awareness

Month

Statistics and Sources

The following sources were used in the drafting o f HCR 3:

“Whereas one out o f  six women has been raped,”
Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization: Findings From the National 
Violence Against Women Survey. U.S. Department o f Justice, Office o f Justice Programs. 
January 2006.

“Whereas one out o f 33 men has been sexually assaulted,”
Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization: Findings From the National 
Violence Against Women Survey. U.S. Department o f Justice, Office o f Justice Programs. 
January 2006.

“Whereas the incidence o f rape in Alaska is 2.5 times the national average,”
Uniform Crime Reports, Alaska. 2000.

“Whereas only one out o f every six rapes is ever reported to law enforcement agencies, 
making rape the most underreported violent crime in Alaska,”
Rape in America: A Report to the Nation. National Center for Victims o f Crime. 1992.
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Alaska Felonv Process: 1999

r T ab le  21
Felony C onvictions Relative to the  N um ber of R eported C rim es an d  A rrests 

for S ta te  C ourts Nationally (1998) and  A laska (1999)*
Uniform Crime Reports 

Alaska*
For 

100 reports
For 

100 arrests

Offense

No. of crimes 
reported to 

the police*

No. of 
adults 

arrested0

Arrests as 
percent of 

reports

Estimated No. 

of Alaska 
felony 

convictions*

No. of felony 

convictions
No. of felony 

convictions
Estimated

Alaska U.S.'
Estimated

Alaska U.S.*
Rape1' 517 112 22% 38 7 12 34 45
Robbery 566 140 25% 71 13 9 51 44
Aggravated Assault 2,773 935 34% 236 9 8 25 16
Burglary 3,787 294 8% 101 3 4 34 41

Alaska Judicial Council 1999 Felony Report

* For this table, national data came from 1998. Data on felony convictions in state courts nationally were available 
for 1998 but not for 1999. These aggregate numbers should not be understood as tracking individual cases through 
the criminal justice system. Convictions in a given ̂ rear may not be for crime or arrests in that year. However, the 
comparisons illustrate the approximate rates of felony conviction based on a crime report or arrest

° Uniform Crime data were best viewed as estimates and not exact numbers. No data were available for some 
locations in Alaska and elsewhere. The Alaska Judicial Council provided staffing for the Criminal Justice Council, an 
interagency criminal justice working group. Under the direction of that body, Judicial Council staff surveyed Alaska 
communities to find the number of reported offenses and arrests for each Alaska community in 2000. Data were not 
available for a number of smaller Alaska villages and for some larger community police departments such as Sitka. 
Alaska Criminal Justice Council, Interim Status Report (2002) at Appendix B, Table of Distribution o f Alaska 
Justice System Needs and Resources, Note 8.

Where data were unavailable, the FBI made estimates for the national data based on available data. See Fed. 
Bureau o f Invest., U.S. Dep't o f Justice , Crime in th e United S ta te s , 1999 (2000). The Judicial Council did not 
make estimates for Alaska data.

Under UCR procedures, an arrest was recorded on each separate occasion a person was taken into custody. Annua, 
arrest figures did not measure the number of individuals arrested because one person could have been arrested 
several times during the same year for the same or different offenses.

c Crime n the United S ta te s , 1999, supra note b at Table 5.
0 Id. at Table 69. Adults were defined as persons 18 years of age and older. Adult arrests were used to facilitate 
comparison to national data and to analyze the relationship oetween arrests and felony convictions. In Alaska, in 
1999, the percentages of arrests of persons under the age o f 18 for these crimes were 14% for Murder (N=5 of 36), 
16% for Rape (N=22 o f 134), 26% for Robbery (N=48 of 188), 14% for Aggravated Assault (N=154 of 1,089), and 
56% for Burglary (N=341 of 605). As noted elsewhere, see supra p. 54, very few defendants under 18 were charged 
as adults.

• The table shows the estimated number of convictions o f any felony, based on the Judicial Council's representative 
sample of two-thirds of felony cases filed in Alaskan courts in 1999. To arrive at this number, the actual number of 
felony convictions for each type of offense in the Council’s database was multiplied by 1.5. For example, the Council’s 
database had 25 defendants who originally were charged with Rape. The table shows 38 defendants, the estimated 
number that would be found among all the filed and convicted charges for 1999. Note that this is the estimated 
number of defendants convicted of any felony charge, not just the number of defendants convicted of the same exact 
crime. When comparing the number of convictions to the number of reported crimes or arrests, the reader should 
note that some crimes were committed by more than one person, and one person could have committed (or been 
arrested for) more than one offense.

' Bureau of Justice Statistics . U.S. Dep 't of Justice. Felony Sentences in State Courts , 1998 6 (2001).

'‘ I d .

" Forcible rape, including attempts. In Alaska, this offense was defined as Sexual Assault in the first degree. The 
definition excluded Sexual Abuse o f a Minor

' Defined as a felony assault.

128 -«-• Alaska Judicial Council 2004
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A b o u t  T h i s  R e p o r t

In 1995 and 1996, the National Violence 
Against Wom en Survey (NVAWS) was con­
ducted to measure the extent of violence 
against women. This nationally representa­
tive telephone survey asked 8,000 women 
and 8,000 men about their experiences as 
rape victims.

Despite an increase in research on rape in 
the past 30 years, gaps remain in the 
understanding of rape victimization. The 
survey elicited information on the preva­
lence of rape victimization by gender, age 
and race/ethnicity; characteristics of rape 
victims, rapists, and rape incidents; the 
relationship between rape victimization as 
a minor and as an adult; physical, social, 
and psychological consequences of rape 
victimization; and satisfaction with the jus­
tice system.

W h a t  did the researchers 

find?

Almost 18 million women and almost 3 
million men in the United States have 
been raped. One of every six women has 
been raped at some time. In a single year, 
more than 300,000 women and almost 
93,000 men are estimated to have been 
raped. Rape prevalence rates were the 
same for minority and nonminority 
women, but differences were found by 
specific racial and ethnic group. Younger 
women were significantly more likely to 
report being raoed at some time in their 
lives than older women. More than half 
of the female victims and nearly three- 
quarters of the male victims were raped 
before their 18th birthday. Women who 
reported being raped as minors were 
twice as likely to report being raped as 
adults.

Although the word "rape" is gender neutral, 
most rape victims are female (almost 86

percent), and most rapists are male. 
Female victims are significantly more likely 
than male victims to be raped by a current 
or former intimate partne' and to sustain 
an injury during a rape. Many rape victims 
suffer serious mental health conse­
quences. Only one in five adult women 
report their rape to the police. About half 
of the women raped as adults who had 
contact with police and about half who 
had contact with the courts were satisfied 
with their treatment.

W h a t  w e r e  the study's 

limitations?

Because only 24 women and 8 men 
reported during their interviews that they 
had been raped in the 12 months preced­
ing the survey, the annual estimates 
should be viewed with caution. NVAW S 
most likely underestimates the actual 
numoer of annual rapes because it 
excludes rapes of children and adoles­
cents and those who are homeless or 
live in institutions, group facilities, or resi­
dences without telephones, Because of 
the small number of Asian/F*acific Islander 
women identified by the survey who had 
been raped and the small number of men 
identified for several indicators (e.g., sev­
eral race/ethnicity categories, relationship 
between early and subsequent rape vic­
timization. injuries sustained during a 
rape), NVAW S could not develop reliable 
rape prevalence estimates or conduct sta­
tistical tests.

W h o  should read this study?

Criminal justice and public health 
researchers and practitioners; legislators, 
policymakers, and intervention planners at 
all levels of government.
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Rape is a significant social and health 
problem in the United States. Results 
from the National Violence Against Women 
Survey (NVAWS) revealed that 17.7 million 
women and 2.8 million men in the United 
States were forcibly raped at some time in 
their lives, with 302,091 women and 
92,748 men forcibly raped in the year pre­
ceding the survey. NVAW S found that life­
time rape prevalence varies significantly by 
race and ethnicity. American Indian/Alaska 
Native women reported significantly high­
er rates of rape victimization over their life­
time than did women from all other racial 
and ethnic backgrounds (except Asian/ 
Pacific Islander, of whom too few  victims 
were in the study to reliably estimate rape 
prevalence). Mixed-race women reported 
significantly higher rates of rape victimiza­
tion over their lifetimes than did Hispanic 
women and slightly higher rates than non- 
Hispanic white and African-American 
women.

Information from N VAW S  confirms previ­
ous reoorts that rape occurs at an early 
age for many rape victims More than 50 
percent of the female victims and 70 per­
cent of the male victims said they were 
raped before their 18th birthday. These 
finaings are noteworthy oecause women 
who were raped Defore age 18 were twice 
as likely tc reoort being raped as adults. 
Given these findings, it is evident that 
rape prevention strategies should focus 
on rapes committed against minors as 
well as adults.

Although rape is a gender-neutral crime, 
the NVAW S findings indicate that most 
rape victims are women and most rapists 
are men. They also show that victim- 
p e rpetrator relationship patterns varied 
across the lifespan for women but not for 
men. Women who were raped as children 
(before age 12) tended to be victimized by 
rela;:ves; as adolescents (between ages 
12 ana 17) women tended to be raped by 
intimate partners and acquaintances; and 
as adults (after their 18th birthday) women 
tended to be raped by intimate partners.
In comparison, male victims tended to be 
raped by acquaintances regardless of their 
age at the time of victimization.

The survey also produced compelling evi­
dence of the physical, social, and psycho­
logical consequences of rape victimization. 
About 32 percent of the wom en and 16 
percent of the men were injured during 
their most recent rape as an adult. O f the 
women who were injured, more than 35 
percent received medical treatment. In 
addition, 33 percent of the wom en and 
almost 25 percent of the men raped as 
adults received counseling from a mental 
health professional as a result of their 
most recent rape. Almost 20 percent of 
the women and 10 percent of the men 
said they lost time from work.

Despite a steep increase in rape research 
and public education in the past 30 years, 
rape continues to be largely underreport­
ed. Only one in five women who were

1
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raped as adults reported their rape to the 
police. Fear of their rapist, embanass- 
ment, and not considering their rape a 
crime or police matter were the primary 
reasons wom en chose not to report their 
victimization to the police.

These findings underscore the need for 
law enforcement agencies and victim 
service providers to expand their services 
to rape victims and do more to convince 
them that reporting their rape to the police 
is worthwhile and appropriate.

2



W h a t  I s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  V i o l e n c e  A g a i n s t  

W o m e n  S u r v e y ?

Many gaps in knowledge about rape vic­
timization remain.' Estimates of the preva­
lence and incidence of rape vary widely 
from study to study.2 Information about 
minority women's experiences with rape 
victimization is limited,3 as is information 
aDout men's experiences as rape victims. 
Information on the social, physical, and 
psychological consequences of rape vic­
timization also is insufficient.4

To help deepen understanding of rape as 
well as the broader issue of violence 
against women, the National Institute of 
Justice (NIJ) and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) jointly

sponsored— through a grant to the Center 
for Policy Research— a national telephone 
survey on violence against women con­
ducted in 1995-96. Respondents to the 
National Violence Against Women Survey 
(NVAWS) were queried about their experi­
ences as victims of various forms of vio­
lence, including rape. (See "Definitions 
and Survey Questions.") To provide a con­
text for understanding women's experi­
ences, the survey sampled both women 
and men. Thus, the survey provides com­
parable data on wom en’s and men's ixpe- 
riences as rape victims (see "Survey 
Methodology").

Definitions and Survey Questions

In the National Violence Against Women Survey 
(NVAWS). rape was defined as an event that 
occurred without the victim's consent that 
involved the use or threat of force in vaginal, anal, 
or oral intercourse. This definition closely resem­
bles that used in the National Women's Study 
(NWS).' However, unlike NWS, NVAWS includes 
both attempted and completed rape. Thus, unless 
otherwise noted in this report, “ . ape" refers to 
both attempted and completed rape.
The survey included five behaviorally specific 
questions to screen for rape victimization. The 
first four questions are identical to those used in 
NWS and respectively screen for forced vaginal, 
oral, or anal penetration.6 To collect information 
about attempted rape, NVAWS included a fifth 
question that screened for attempted forced pen­
etration of the vagina, mouth, or anus. To mini­
mize doubt in the respondent's mind about what

was being measured, the questions incorporat­
ed explicit language. (See "Rape Screening 
Questions," page 10.)
Respondents who replied "yes" to one or more 
of the screening questions were asked whether 
their rapist was a spouse, ex-spouse, male 
cohabiting partner, female cohabiting partner, 
relative, someone else they knew, or a stranger. 
To further delineate the victim-perpetrator rela­
tionship, interviewers asked respondents who 
disclosed rape victimization to specify which 
spouse/partner raped them (e.g., first ex- 
husband, current male cohabiting partner); or 
which relative raped them (e.g., father, brother, 
grandfather, mother, sister, aunt); or, in cases 
involving acquaintances, to specify the relation­
ship they had with the rapist (e.g.. date, 
boyfriend, girlfriend, boss, coworker, teacher, 
neighbor).

Continued on page 4
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Definitions and Survey Questions (cont)

Respondents who disclosed rape were asked 
detailed questions about the characteristics and 
consequences of their rape, including the 
following;
■ Where the rape occurred.
■ Whether the r their rapist were using drugs 

or alcohol at the time of the incident.
■ Whether their rapist used a gun, knife, or other 

weapon.
■ Whether their rapist verbally threatened them.
■ Whether their rapist physically assaulted them.
■ Whether they thought they or someone close 

to them would be seriously harmed or killed by 
their rapist

■ Whether they were physically injured and, if 
so, the types of injuries incurred.

■ Whether they received medical services.
■ Whether they received counseling from a men­

tal health professional.
■ Whether they lost time from roitine activities 

such as school, work, volunteer endeavors, 
recreational activities, and household chores.

■ Whether they reported their rape to the police.
■ Whether they obtained a restraining order 

against their rapist and, if so, whether it was 
violated.

■ Whether their rapist was criminally prosecuted.

These questions were posed for each type of 
offender (e g., spouse, ex-spouse, boyfriend, 
grandfather) identified by the victim. Victims who 
were raped more than once by the same type of 
offender were asked to uss their most recent 
rape as a reference point
NVAWS generated information on both the 
prevalence and incidence of rapaPreva/sncs 
refers to the number of people within a demo­
graphic group (e.g., women or men) who are vic­
timized during a specific time period, such as the 
person’s lifetime or the previous 12 months 
Incidence refers to the number of separate vic­
timizations. or incidents, perpetrated against 
people within a demographic group durir.g a spe­
cific time period Incidence expressed ss a vic­
timization rate is obtained by dividing tne number 
of victimizations perpetrated against neople in 
the demographic group by the numbe' of people 
in the group and setting the rate to a standard 
population base, such as 1,000 people.6
Notes

I National Victim Cantar and Cnma Victims Resasrch and 
Treatmant Cantar. Ripe m Amarici: 4 Report to tfla Ntoon, 
Arlington, VA: National Victim Cantar and Charlaatoa SC:
Cnme Victims Resasrch and Treatmant Canter, 1982.

b. Ibid.

c. Koss, M.P, and M R. Harvey, Tht Ripe VicBnr Oitictl end 
Community htenenooot. 2d ad. Newbury Parti. CA: Saga 
Publications. 1991

This report summarizes findings from 
NVAW S on the extent, nature, and conse­
quences of rape victimization among 
women and men in the United States. 
Information is presented on the following 
topics:

■  Prevalence and incidence of rape victim­
ization among women and men.

■  Prevalence of rape victimization among 
minority populations.

■  Prevalence of race victimization among 
women and men in different age groups

■  Relationsnio oetween rape victimization 
at an early age and suDsequent rape 
victimization.

■  Characteristics of rape victims, rapists, 
and rape incidents.

■  Frequency of injuries and sexually 
transmined diseases incurred by 
adult victims.
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■  Injured victims' use of medical services.

■  Frequency with which adult victims 
receive counseling from a mental health 
professional.

■  Frequency with which adult victims lose 
time from routine activities, such as 
work and school.

■  Adult victims' involvement and satisfac­
tion with the justice system.

This report is one of a series on NVAW S 
puPlished jointly py NIJ and CDC. Previous 
reports have focused on wom en’s and 
men's experiences as victims of stalking, 
intimate partner violence, and violence in 
general. (See "Other Publications From the 
National Violence Against Women Survey" 
at the end of this report.)

S urvey Methodology

The National Violence Against Women Survey 
(NVAWS) was conducted from November 1995 to 
May 1996 by interviewers at Schulman, Ronca, 
Bucuvalas, Inc. (SRBI) under the direction of 
John Boyle.' The authors of this Special Report 
designed the survey questionnaire and conduct­
ed the analysis.”
The sample was drawn by random-digit dialing of 
households with a telephone in the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. The sample was admin­
istered by U.S. Census region. Within each 
region, a simple random sample of working resi­
dential 'hundreds banks' of phone numbers was 
drawn. (A hundreds bank is the first 8 digits of 
any 10-digit telephone number.) A randomly gen­
erated 2-digit number was appended to each 
randomly sampled hundreds bank to produce the 
full 10-digit random-digit number. Separate 
banks of numbers were generated for male and 
female respondents. These random git num­
bers were called by SRBI interviewers from their 
central telephone facility, where nonworking and 
nonresidential numbers were screened out 
When s -asidential household was reached, eli­
gible adults were identified. In households with 
more than one eligible adult the adult with the 
most recent birthday was selected as the desig­
nated respondent
A total of 8,000 women and 8,005 men age 18 
and older were interviewed using a computer- 
assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) system.

(Five completed interviews with men were sub­
sequently eliminated from the sample during 
data editing because of an excessive amount 
of inconsistent and missing data.) Only femala 
interviewers surveyed female respondents. To 
test for possible bias introduced by the gender 
of the interviewer, a split-sample approach was 
used in the male sample whereby half of the 
interviews were conducted by female interview­
ers and half by male interviewers. A Spanish- 
language translation was administered by 
bilingual interviewers to Spanish-speaking 
respondents.
Because of the large number of interviews to be 
conducted, the survey was fielded as a series of 
replicate samples, with each replicate sample 
consisting of approximately 500-3,000 complet­
ed interviews. Replicate samples were generat­
ed using the same sample frame and sample 
design and, unless otherwise noted, were ana­
lyzed as one sample.
Two different sets of rape screening questions 
were fielded respectively during the first two 
female replicate samples to ascertain whether 
increasing the number of screening questions 
increases disclosure of rape victimization. 
Respondents in the first female replicate sample 
(r? = 500) were asked two questions that respec­
tively screened for attempted and completed 
forced penetration of the vagina, anus, or mouth

Continued on page 6
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(

Survey Methodology (corn.)

by penis, and attempted and completed forced 
penetration of the vagina or anus by fingers, 
tongue, or objects. Respondents in the second 
female replicate sample |r? = 501) were asked 
four questions that respectively screened for 
attempted and completed forced penetration of 
the vagina, anus, or mouth by penis: attempted 
and completed forced penetration of the mouth 
by penis or the vagina or anus by tongue; 
attempted and completed forced penetration of 
the anus by penis; and attempted and completed 
forced penetration of the vagina or anus by fin­
gers, tongue, or objects.
Survey records from the two replicate samples 
were analyzed immediately following completion 
of the interviews to determine whether one set of 
questions yielded higher disclosure rates.
Results indicate that the two sets of questions 
yield similar victimization rates: 21.6 percent of 
the women in the first replicate sample and 20.6 
percent of the women in the second replicate 
sample said they were the victim of an attempted 
and/or completed rape at some time in their life­
time. It should be noted that because both sets of 
screening questions combine questions about 
attempted and completed rape, it is impossible to 
estimate attempted rape and completed rape vic­
timization rates using the corresponding 1,001 
survey records.
Following the analysis, the survey questionnaire 
was modified to include five different rape 
screening questions. (See ‘ Rape Screening 
Questions,' p. 10.) The first four questions are 
identical to those used in the National Women's 
Study (NWS) and screen respectively for forced 
penile-vaginal penetration, forced penetration of 
the mouth by penis or the vagina or anus by 
tongue, forced penile-anal penetration, and 
forced penetration of the vagina or anus by fin­
gers or objects.1 The fifth question screens for

attempted forced penetration of the vagina, 
mouth, or anus. This version of the questionnaire 
was administered to the remaining 6,999 female 
respondents and all the male respondents (who 
were not queried about forced vaginal penetra­
tion). Because this version of the questionnaire 
replicates screening questions used in NWS, 
rape victimization estimates generated from the 
6,999 survey records are directly comparable to 
rape victimization estimates generated from 
NWS. Moreover, because this version includes 
separate questions about attempted rape and 
completed rape, the survey records can be used 
to ascertain separate victimization rates for 
attempted rape and completed rape.
To determine the representativeness of the sam­
ple. select demographic characteristics of the 
NVAWS sampln vere compared with demo­
graphic characteristics of the general population 
from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 1995 Current 
Population Survey of adult men and women.'1
Notes

a. John Boyle, Ph.D.. it senior partner and dirtctor of the 
Government and Social Research Division n SRBL He spe­
cializes m public policy research in the tree of health and 
viofcnca and manages SHBrs Washington, D.C.. office.

b. An mdeptn analysis of the statistical methodology can be 
found in FiSI Report ot the Prevalence, Incidence, end 
Consequences ol Violence Against Women: findings From 
the Neoontt Violence Ageinst Women Suneyleei 'Other 
Publications From the National Violence Against Woman 
Survey,' p. 40 of this report).

c. National Von Center and Cnme Victims Research and 
Treatment Center. Rape in Amenca: A Report to the Nation, 
Arlington, VA National Victim Ceraer and Charleston, SC: 
Cnme Victims Research and Treatment Center. 1992.

d A technical repor. that describes the survey methods in more 
de:ai, and records sample charactenstics and prevalence 
rates using weighted and unweighted data is available from 
the Center for Policy Research, 1570 Emerson Street, Denver. 
CO 80218, phone: 305-637-1555; fax. 303- 637- 1557. e-mail: 
cntrpolresOgwest.net.
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P r e v a l e n c e  a n d  I n c i d e n c e  o f  R a p e

Using a definition of rape that includes 
attempted and completed vaginal, oral, 
and anal penetration achieved through the 
use or threat of force, N VAW S  found that 
17.6 percent of surveyed women and 3 
percent of surveyed men were raped at 
some time in their lives (see exhibit 1). 
Thus, in the United States, 1 of every 6 
women has been raped at some time in 
her life, and 1 of every 33 men has been 
raoed at some time in his life. Based on 
U.S. Census estimates of the number of 
women and men age 18 and older in the 
United States in 1995 (the year the sample 
was generated). 17.7 million women and
2.8 million men in the United States have 
been raped at some time in their life (see 
exhibit 1).

The study also found that 0.3 percent of 
surveyed women and 0.1 percent of sur­
veyed men were raped in the 12 months 
preceding the survey. Based on 1995 cen­
sus estimates of the number of women 
and men age 18 and older in the Nation, 
302,091 women and 92,748 men were 
raped in 1995, a year that approximates 
the timeframe of the study.5 Because 
some victims were raped more than once 
in the 12 months preceding the survey, 
the estimated number of rapes perpetrat­
ed in the United States in 1995 exceeds 
the estimated number of rape victims. 
Specifically, female victims averaged 2.9 
rapes and male victims averaged 1.2 rapes 
in the 12 months preceding the survey. 
Thus, an estimated 876,064 rapes were

Exhibit 1. P e r c e n t a g e  a n d  n u m b e r  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  in lifetime a n d  p r e v i o u c  1 2  m o n t h s

Perce Number*

Repe limefrsme

Rapeo in lifetime6 

fiacec m previous 12 months

Womeo(n«8,000) Mee (*>8.000) Women (100.697,000) Mee IS2.788.000)

176

03

3.3

01
17.722.672

302,091

2.782.440

92,748

a Estimates are based on women anc men age 18 and older Wetrcgan, S.!., Protections of me Population of States by Age. Sex. and 
Pace i 598 to 2010, Current Population Reports. Series P25-1Q17. Washington. 0C II S. Bureau of the Census.' 988.

s Difference between women and men is statistically significant

Note Lifetime prevalence rates for women in this exhibit are based on survey reccros of 6.S99 women who were administered a version 
of the survey Questionnaire that contains separate questions about attempted rape and completea rape. The remaining 1.001 women 
were administered versions of the questionnaire that combine questions about attempted rape and completed rape. Because it is impos­
sible to distinguish attempted rape anc completed rape from the combined questions, the corresponding 1.001 survey records were 
excluded when attempted rape and completed rape rates for women were calculatea The i.001 survey records also were exduced 
wren the total lifetime rape rate for women presented here was calculated to make this rate consistent with information m exhibit 3, 
whlcr. presents rape estimates for both lifetime attemptec rape and lifetime completea rape (See "Survey Methooolcgy" for more infor­
mation aDout different versions of the NVAWS Questionnaire.)
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committed against U.S. women and an 
estimated 111,298 rapes were perpetrated 
against U.S. men in 1995 (see exhibit 2). 
Because 1995 rape estimates are based 
on responses from only 24 wom en and 8 
men who reported being raped in the 12 
months preceding the survey, the data are 
unstable and should be viewed with cau­
tion. Annual estimates presented in this 
report also probably underestimate the 
true number of rapes committed each year 
because they exclude attempted/complet­
ed rapes of children and adolescents and 
attempted/completed rapes of wom en and 
men who are homeless or living in insti­
tutions (e.g., prisons, mental hospitals), 
group facilities (e.g.. dormitories, halfway 
houses), or households without telephones.

Attempted rape versus 

completed rape

Interviewers queried respondents about 
their experiences as victims of both 
attempted and completed rape. Attempted 
rapes refer to incidents in which rapists 
threatened or used force to attempt vagi­
nal, anal, or oral rape, but penetration did 
not occur. As shown in exhibit 3, relatively 
few women and men reported they were 
the victims of an attempted rape only. 
Among all respondents, 14.8 percent of 
the women and 2.1 percent of the men 
said they were victims of a completed 
rape at some time in their life, whereas
2.8 percent of the wom en and 0.9 percent 
of the men said they were victims of an 
attempted rape only. (Women and men

who said they were victims of a complet­
ed rape may also have been victims of an 
attempted rape.)

These findings are noteworthy for two rea­
sons. They indicate that most rapists are 
successful in penetrating their victims. 
They also demonstrate how the definition 
of rape used in a research study affects 
who is counted as a victim and, conse­
quently, victimisation rates. Research will 
find higher rupe victimization rates if stud­
ies include attempts in their definition of 
rape, illustrating the maxim that the broad­
er the definition used to measure victim­
ization, the higher the victimization rate.

Comparison with previous 

rape estimates

Lifetime estimates. Before NVAWS. 
national information on rape occurring over 
a victim's lifetime was limited to data from 
two nationwide studies on forced sex. The 
1992 National Health and Social Life - 
Survey (NHSLS) interviewed a national 
probability sample of U.S. women and 
men about their experiences with sex, 
including forced sex, and found that 22 
percent of women and 2 percent of men 
had been "forced to do something sexual 
in their life."6The 1990 National Women's 
Study (NWS) surveyed a national probabili­
ty sample of U.S. women about their 
experiences with completed but not 
attempted rape and found that 13 percent 
of women had been raped at some time in 
their lives.7

Exhibit 2. N u m b e r  of r a p e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  in t h e  p r e v i o u s  1 2  m o n t h s

Victims' Number of rape Average number of Total number of Rape rate per 1,000
gender victims rapes par victim rapes womaiVmea

Wor.ien 302,091 2.9 876.064 8.7

Men 92.740 12 111.298 12

8



EXTENT. NATURE. AND CONSEQUENCES OF RAPE VICTIMIZATION

The NVAW S estimates are not directly 
comparable to NHL^S estimates because 
the two surveys used different screening 
questions and measured somewhat differ­
ent phenomena. Specifically, N VAW S  used 
five questions to screen for attempted and 
completed rape; NHSLS used only one 
question to screen for "being forced to do 
something sexual." Nonetheless, NHSLS 
findings provide a context for N VAW S 's  life­
time rape prevalence estimates. N VA W S ’s 
estimate that 176 percent of wom en have 
been victims of an attempted/completed 
rape is lower than NHSLS's 22 percent 
estimate. In contrast, the N VAW S esti­
mate that 3 percent of men have been 
victims of an attempted/completed rape is 
higher than NHSLS's 2 percent estimate. 
Although the two surveys generated dif­
ferent estimates for somewhat different 
phenomena, results from both surveys 
show that forced sex is a widespread 
problem in U.S. society, especially among 
women.

N VAW S  and N W S  were conducted in dif­
ferent years (1995-96 and 1990, respec­
tively), but their estimates are comparable 
Decause they used identical screening 
questions for completed rape (see "Sur­
vey Methodology" and "Rape Screening 
Questior.J ").The N VAW S estimate that

14.8 percent of women have been victims 
of a completed rape (see exhibit 3) is 
slightly higher than the N W S  estimate of 
13 percent. Because of sampling errors 
associated with both surveys, the differ­
ence between the N VAW S and N W S  esti­
mates may be insignificant.

Annual estimates. The U.S. Department 
of Justice's Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS) generates estimates about the num­
ber of attempted/completed rapes perpe­
trated against women and men in the 
United States annually using information 
generated from the National Crime 
Victimization Survey (NCVS). For 1995—  
a year that approximates the timeframe 
for N VAW S— NCVS estimates 214,783 
attempted/completed rapes of females 
age 12 and older and 19,338 attempted/ 
'■ompleted rapes of males age 12 and 
oider.a N VAW S annual rape estimates are 
higher than those of NCVS, even though 
the NVAW S estimates include only 
attempted/completed rapes perpetrated 
against women and men age 18 and older, 
Specifically, the NVAW S estimate that 
876,064 attempted/completed rapes were 
perpetrated against women age 18 and 
older in 1995 is four times greater than the 
1995 NCVS estimate, and the NVAW S 
estimate of 111,298 attempted/completed

E x hibit 3. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  v i c t i m s  of a  c o m p l e t e d  v e r s u s  a t t e m p t e d  r a p e  in lifetime

Women (%) Men (%)
Rape category (ff 3 8.000) (i?=8.000)

Raped in lifetime’ 17.6 3.0

Oompletec rape* 14.8 2.1

Attempted rape only’ 2.8 0.9

'  C.fferer.ce tetween women anc men ;s statistically significant.

Note Lifetime prevalence rates fcr women m -nis exhibit are basec cn survey recorcs of 6,999 women who were acm.ir.isterec a version 
of the survey questionnaire that contains separate Questions about attemptec ana completea rape. The remaining: ,j0' women were 
acmmistereo versions of the cuestionnaire that combine questions about attempted anc completed rape. Because it is impossible to dis­
tinguish attempted rape and completed rape from the combined questions, the corresponding T .001 survey recorcs were excluced 'when 
attempted â o completed rape rates for women were calculated. (See "Survey Methodology" for more information about different ver­
sions of the NVAWS questionnaire I
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rapes against men age 18 and older in 
1995 is nearly six times greater than the 
1995 NCVS estimate.

As noted in previous reports that summa­
rize N VAW S  findings,9 direct comparisons 
between N VAW S and NCVS are difficult 
because estimates reported by the two 
surveys refer to somewhat different popu­
lations (individuals age 18 and older versus 
those 12 and older). Moreover, the two 
surveys' methodologies differ significantly, 
especially in terms of screening questions. 
N VAW S  uses five questions to screen 
respondents for rape victimization (see 
"Rape Screening Questions"), while 
NCVS uses only two questions.10 Although 
empirical data on this issue are limited, 
some researchers believe that increasing 
the number of screening questions 
increases victimization disclosure rates.” 
Furthermore, the N VAW S questions 
use more explicit language than those 
of NCVS.

In addition, NCVS estimates count series 
victimizations— reports of six or more

crimes within a 6-month period for which 
the respondent cannot recall details of 
each crime— as a single victimization. 
Thus, NCVS estimates of the number of 
attempted/completed rapes are lower than 
would be obtained by including all inci­
dents reported to its survey interviewers. 
To compare NCVS estimates directly with 
N VAW S estimates, NCVS would have to 
count each crime in a reported series of 
victimizations separately.

Rape prevalence compared 

with other forms of violence

What is the relative risk of being raped 
versus physically assaulted or stalked? 
N VAW S found that 1.9 percent of all sur­
veyed women were physically assaulted in 
the 12 months preceding the survey, while 
1 percent were stalked (see exhibit 4). 
Thus, in the year preceding the survey,
U.S. women were six times more likely to 
be physically assaulted than raped and 
three times more likely to be stalked than

Rape Screening Questions

The following questions screened respondents for
completed and attempted rape victimization:*
■ (Female respondents only] Regardless of how 

long ago it happened, has a man or boy ever 
made you have sex by using force or threaten­
ing to harm you or someone close to you? Just 
so there is no mistake, by sex we mean putting 
a penis in your vagina.

■ Has anyone, male or female, ever made you 
nave oral sex by using force or threat of force? 
Just so there is no mistake, by oral sex we 
mean that a man or boy put his penis in your 
mouth or someone, male or female, penetrated 
your vagina or anus with their mouth or tongue.

■ Has anyone ever made you have anal sex by 
using force or threat of harm? Just so there is 
no mistake, by anal sex we mean that a man or 
boy put his penis in your anus.

■ Has anyone, male or female, ever put fingers or 
objects in your vagina or anus against your will 
or by using force or threats?

■ Has anyone, mile or female, ever attemptedto 
make you have vaginal, oral, or anal sex against 
your will, but intercourse or penetration did not 
occur?

Note
* Rape screening questions were adapted from those used m the 
National Women’s Study, see National Victim Center and Cnme 
Victims Researcn and Treatment Center, /tape inAmmcr.A 
Report to the Natron Arlington, VA National Victim Center end 
Charleston, SC. Cnme Vicams Researcn and Treatment Canter, 
1992: IS
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raped. N VAW S  also found that 3.4 percent 
of all surveyed men were physically 
assaulted in the 12 months preceding the 
survey, while 0 4 percent were stalked 
Because so few men (/V = 8) reported 
being raped in the previous 12 months, 
ratios of the likelihood of rape versus phys­
ical assault or stalking for men could not 
be completed.

Type of rape experienced

As the N VAW S  screening questions show 
'see  "Rape Screening Questions"), female 
respondents were asked specifically about 
different types of forced completed or

attempted vaginal, oral, or anal penetra­
tion. Questions for men omitted reference 
to vaginal penetration. Exhibit 5 shows the 
types of rape female victims experiencea, 
with 68.2 peicent reporting forced penile- 
vaginal penetration. In addition, 49.3 per­
cent of the wom en said they were victims 
of forced attempts to penetrate their vagi­
na, anus, or mouth.

Among male victims, 52.7 percent said 
they experienced forced penetration of the 
mouth by penis or of the anus by tongue,
23.8 percent said they experienced forced 
penile-anal penetration, and 53.1 percent 
said they experienced attempted forced 
penetration of their anus or mouth.

E x h i b i t  4. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m a n  a n d  m a n  w h o  w a r o  v i c t i m i z e d  in p r e v i o u s  1 2  m o n t h s  b y  t y p o  of v i o l e n c e

Victimized in previous 12 months

Type of violence Women (%)(*=. 8.000) Men (%)(e. 8.000)

Rape 0.3 0.1

Physical assault* 1.9 34

Stalking* 1.0 0.4

* Difference oeiween women anc men is statistically significant.

Ex hibit 5. P e r c e n t e r  e distribution of f e m a l e  a n d  m a l e  r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  t y p e  of r a p e  e x p e r i e n c e d

Female victims (%)* Male victims (%)*
Type of rape experienced* (n* 1.235) (o* 239)

Penetration of vagina by pens 68 2 NA

Penetration of mouth by penis or vagina or anus by tongue 23 9 52.7

Penetration of anus by pens !3.4 23.8

Penetration of vagina or anus by cojects cr fingers 3' 3 20.'

Attempted penetration of vagma, anus, ormcuth 49.3 53.’.

a Questions to male respcnoents crmnea reference to vaginal penetration
d Total percentages by victim cencer exceed 100 because some victims experienced more than one type of rape
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N u m b e r  of rapists

Most victims identified oy me survey were 
raped by just one person over their life­
times. Among female rape victims, 78.2 
percent were raped by one person, 13.5 
percent were raoed oy two people, and
8.3 percent were raped oy three or more 
people (see exhioit 6). Among male rape 
victims, the comoaraole figures are 83.3

percent, 12.1 percent, and 4.6 percent, 
respectively. The survey found no statisti­
cally significant difference in the number 
of male and female victims raped by multi­
ple rapists. It should be noted that victims 
who reported oemg raped by more than 
one person may have been raped by multi­
ple people during a single incident, by dif­
ferent lone offender during multiple 
incidents, or ootn.

Exhibit 6 . P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of f e m a l e  a n d  m a l e  v i c t i m s  b y  n u m b e r  of rapista in lifetime

|  C*i# • .|«4I 
[r] >',P4ii

(jr

temtle'jiclfn: W-t.'Jtl?| M a uni b  •
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R a p e  P r e v a l e n c e  A m o n g  M i n o r i t y  

P o p u l a t i o n s

To further understanding of the relation­
ship between victimization and race/ 
ethnicity, respondents were asked whether 
they would best classify themselves as 
white, black or African-American, Asian or 
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska 
Nativei mixed race, or of Hispanic origin. 
The response rate was extremely high—  
98 percent of the respondents answered 
the question about race, and 99 percent 
answered the question about Hispanic 
origin.

Combining data on Hispanic, African- 
American, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
Asian/Pacific Islander, and mixed-race 
women revealed no statistically significant 
difference in rape prevalence between 
minority and nonminority wom en— 19 per­
cent of minority women and 17.9 percent 
of non-Hispanic white women reported 
being raped at some time in their lifetime 
(see exhibit 7). Nor was a statistically

significant difference in rape prevalence 
found between minority and nonminority 
men— 3.4 percent of minority men report­
ed being raped at some time in their life­
time compared with 2.8 percent of 
non-Hispanic white men.

However, comparisons of lifetime rape 
prevalence among women from specific 
racial/ethnic backgrounds showed some 
statistically significant differences. 
American Indian/Alaska Native women 
were significantly more likely than women 
from all other backgrounds to have been 
raped at some time in their lifetime (see 
exhibit 8), except for Asian/Pacific Islander 
women (of which too few victims were 
interviewed to reliably estimate rape 
prevalence or conduct statistical tests).

These findings are consistent with previous 
research showing that Native Americans 
experience more violence than other

Exhibit 7. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  in lifetime b y  m i n o r i t y  status 

Victims'gender Minority (S)* Nonminority (%)»

Women 19.0 (n = t,533l 179(n = 6.217)

Men 3.4 In ='.509) 2.8 |n = 6.2501

i Minority includes respondents wlio seit-ioentit'iec as Hispanic white Afr.can-Amencan. Asian/Pacific islanoer. American 
indian/Alaska Native, cr mixec race

t Ncnminority induces responcents who self-identified as non-Hispanic white

Note. Rates for women in this exhibit are cased on 8.000 records of survey data and are nigher than the rates for women presented in 
exhibits l and 3. Rates for women in exhibits ' and 3 are basec cn the 6,999 survey records that correspond to me version of the survey 
puesticnnaire that ccntains separate puesticns accut attempted rape and completed rape This versicn ot the ouesticnnaire produced 
lower lifetime rates than these procucec oy versions that combine cuestions about attempted rape anc completed rape

13
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Americans. A  BJS study found that the 
rate of vioient victimization among Native 
Americans was more than twice the rate 
for the Nation (124 versus 50 per 1,000 
people ages 12 and older).12 A  study by the 
National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control found that homicide rates for 
Native Americans were aoout tw ice that 
or national U.S. rates.'3 Another study that 
used data from the 1985 Family Violence 
Survey found that Native American cou­
ples were significantly more violent than 
their white counterparts.'4 How much of 
the variance between American Indian/ 
Alaska Native women and wom en from 
other racial/ethnic backgrounds may be 
explained by demographic, social, and 
ervironmental factors remains unclear 
and requires further study. Moreover, 
significant differences in raoe prevalence 
between American Indian and Alaska 
Native women may be found that cannot 
be discerned from this study because it 
combined information on the two groups. 
Significant intertribal differences within 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
groups also may exist.

The survey also found that Hispanic white 
women had significantly lower lifetime 
rape prevalence rates than mixed-race 
women, However, the difference in rape 
prevalence was not statistically significant 
between Hispanic white women and non- 
Hispanic white women. This finding con­
tradicts conclusions from previous studies 
that compared sexual assault prevalence 
among mostly Mexican-American women 
and non-Hispanic white wom en.15The 
study also found no statistically significant 
difference among non-Hispanic white 
women, African-American women, or 
mixed-race women— 17.9 percent of non- 
Hispanic white women, 18.8 percent of 
African-American women, and 24.4 per­
cent of mixed-race women were raped at 
some time in their lives.

Unfortunately, the study could not develop 
reliable rape prevalence estimates or con­
duct statistical tests for Asian/Pacific 
Islander women because too few  rape vic­
tims were identified from the survey. 
Research has suggested that intimate 
partner victimization rates are lower for 
Asian and Pacific Islander women than

Exhibit 8 . P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  in lifetime b y  race/ethnicity

Victims' Non-Hispanic Hispanic Africaa- Americaa Indian/ Mixed Asian/Pacific
gender white (%) white (%) Arnericae (%) Alisha Native (%) race (%) Islander (%)

Women* 17.9 S 188 341 24.4 6.8
(n=6.217) inx 226) In* 7B0I In =88) In=397) (n= 133)

Men 28 3.3 _e 4.4 _0
In* 6.250) in -*74) In =659) (n= 105) In =406) (n= 165)

3 Difference Detween Hispanic white anc rr.uec-race women anc between American indian/Alaska Native anc ail ether r.on- 
Asian/Pacific Islander women is statistically Significant.
o Estimates were not caicuiatea on five or -ewer victims

Note. Rates for women ,n this exhibit are oasec on 8,000 records of survey data anc are higher than tne rates for women presented in 
exhibits 1 and 3. Rates for women in exhibits' and 3 are based on the 5,999 survey records that correspond to the version of the survey 
Questionnaire that contains separate Questions about attempted rape anc completed rape. This version cf the Questionnaire produced 
lower lifetime rates than those produced by versions that combine questions about attempted rape and complet Jd rape.



wom en of other minority backgrounds 
because traditional Asian values may 
discourage them from disclosing such vic­
timization, even in confidential settings.’6 
More research is needed to determine 
whether traditional values discourage 
Asian wom en from disclosing rape victim­
ization cr whether they actually experience 
less rape victimization than women from 
other recial/eth..ic backgrounds.

N VAW S  compared rape prevalence 
among men from different racial/ethnic 
backgrounds and found no statistically 
c ' gnificant difference among African- 
American, mixed-race, and non-Hispanic 
white men. Too few Hispanic white, 
Asian/Pacific Islander, and American 
Indian/Alaska Native male victims were 
identified to reliably estimate rape preva­
lence or conduct statistical tests for these 
groups.
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R a p e  P r e v a l e n c e  b y  A g e

To provide information about rape preva­
lence and age, lifetime rape victimization 
rates were compared for women and men 
who were ages 18-29, 30-39, 40-49, 
50-59, and 60 years and older at the time 
of the survey. Lifetime rape prevalence 
varied significantly by age group for 
women but not for men. About one-fifth of 
the wom en who were ages 18-29 (22.4 
percent), 30-39 (21.8 oercent), and 40-49 
(21.2 percent) at the time of the survey 
said they were raped at some time in their 
life, compared with 16.6 percent of the 
women who were ages ^0-59 and 6.9 
percent who were age 60 and older (see 
exhibit 9). Thus, 1 in 5 wom en who were 
18-49 years old at the time of the survey 
had been raped, compared with 1 in 6 
women who were ages 50-59 and 1 in 15 
women who were age 60 and older. The 
relatively low rape prevalence for women 
ages 50-59 and 60 and older is especially 
noteworthy given that women in these 
age groups were at risk for a longer time 
than younger women.

At first glance, these findings suggest that 
rape prevalence has increased over the 
past 50 years. However, it is also possible 
that younger women (i.e., women 18-49 
years old) were simply more willing than 
older women to report their victimization 
to interviewers. Previous research has 
shown that older women who meet the 
legal definition of a crime victim are less 
likely than younger female crime victims to 
label themselves as such. For example, a 
study of wife rape found that older women 
who met the legal definition of being a 
marital rape victim were less likely to 
define themselves as such . .an younger 
women victimized this way.17 Similarly, in a 
study comparing legal and victim defini­
tions of stalking. NVAW S found that older 
women who met the legal definition of 
having been stalked were less likely than 
younger women who were also stalked to 
label themselves as stalking victims.18 
Ivlore research is needed to determine 
whetner rape victimization has increased 
over time and, if so, what demographic.

Exhibit 9. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  in lifetime b y  a g e  at t i m e  of s u r v e y

Age in years (%)

Victims' gender 18-23 30-39 40-43 50-59 60*

Women* 224 21.8 212 16.6 6.S
(r>= 1.524) (n=i.934) (0*1,7671 (o= 1.131) (n= 1.498)

Men 35 3.6 29 2.1 21
In* 1.722: (o= 2,008) (0= 1.899) |o=:,067) (0= 1,223)

* Difference between women age 50—59 and all other age groups anc women age 60 ana cider and all other age groups is statistically 
significant.
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social, economic, and environmental fac­
tors have led to this increase. Research is 
also needed on the relationships among 
age, victimization, and self-identification 
as a victim.

Rape occurs at an early age

Survey results show that rape occurs at an 
early age for many rape victims— 21.6 per­
cent of women and 48 percent of men 
were younger than 12 years old when they 
were first raped, and 32.4 percent of 
women and 23 percent of men were 
between ages 12 and 17. Thus, more than 
half (54 percent) of female victims and 
nearly three-quarters (71 percent) of male 
victims were first raped before their 18th 
birthday. In comparison. 29.4 percent of 
female victims and 16.6 percent of male 
victims were 18 to 24 years old when they 
were first raped, and 16.6 percent of

female victims and 12.3 percent of male 
victims were age 25 or older (see exhibit 
10). These findings are consistent with 
findings from the National Women's Study, 
which shows that many U.S. women are 
raped as children and adolescents.19

Although most rape victims identified by 
NVAW S were under 18 when they were 
first raped, the survey found that more 
women were raped as adults than as chil­
dren or adolescents. Among all women 
surveyed, 9.6 percent said they were 
raped as an adult, 6.3 percent said they 
were raped as an adolescent, and 3.6 per­
cent said they were raped as a child (see 
exhibit 11). When the proportion of women 
who were raped before and after their 
18th birthday was compared, the study 
found that women were nearly equally 
likely to be raped as minors and adults. 
Specifically, 9.1 percent of all women sur­
veyed said they were raped before their

Exhibit 10. P e r c e n t a g a  distribution of f e m a l e  a n d  m a l e  r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  a g e  at t i m e  of first r a p e

a  Fwnltw.lmi I J ill
I  h- ;C»l

F0 -5*0

1(1
V4

ZIP

•.It le-.i
“ir*

Note: Total percentage for male victims is less ttan ‘30 Cue to rounding.
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18th birthday (not shown), while 9.6 per­
cent said they were raped since they 
turned 18.

Rape prevalence patterns differ for men. 
Among all surveyed men, 1.3 percent said 
they were raped as a child, 0.7 percent 
said they were raped as an adolescent, 
and 0.8 percent said they were raped as 
an adult (see exhibit 11). Thus, men were 
nearly tw ice as likely to be raped as chil­
dren than as adolescents or adults. It 
should be noted that for every age group 
considered (child, adolescent, and adult), 
women reported significantly more rapes 
than men. Because a respondent could 
have been raped as a child, adolescent, 
and/or adult, age categories are not mutu­
ally exclusive. Thus, the percentages of 
child, adolescent, and adult rape victims 
cannot be added to get the total percent­
age of rape victims.

Prevalence of early rape 

victimization by age

Tne study found that age at the time of 
the survey and being raped as a child 
and/or adolescent were inversely related 
for women. Specifically. 14.5 percent of 
the women who were 18 to 29 years old 
at the time of the survey said they were 
raped before their 18th birthday, compared

with 11.8 percent of the women who were 
30 to 39, 8.5 percent who were 40 to 59,
7 percent who were 50 to 59, and 2.6 per­
cent who v  are age 60 or older (see exhibit 
12). The difference in the rate of early rape 
victimization for women is statistically sig­
nificant between all age groups except 
between women ages 40 to 49 and 50 
to 59.

These findings suggest that the risk of 
being raped as a child or adolescent has 
increased steadily for wom en over the 
past half century. As previously noted, 
however, it is possible that younger 
wom en are simply more likely than older 
wom en to identify themselves as victims, 
including victims of child and adolescent 
rape, and more likely to report their victim­
ization to an interviewer.

The relationship between age at the time 
of the survey and being raped as a child 
and/or adolescent is less clear for men. 
Although men who were 18 to 39 years 
old at the time of the survey were more 
likely to report being raped before their 
18th birthday than men who were age 40 
or older, the aifference in the rate of early 
rape victimization is not statistically signifi­
cant between any of the male age groups 
(see exhibit 12). Thus, it is impossible to 
conclude that the risk of being raped as a 
child or adolescent has increased for men 
over the past 50 years.

Ex hibit 11. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  a i  a  child, a d o l e s c e n t  a n d / o r  adult

Woman (%) Men (%)
Age category of victim'-* (a -8,000) (0 = 8,000)

Crvitc ages 0—13) 3.6 13

Aociescentlages '2-17) 6.3 07

Aduit (age 18 and cider) 9.6 0.8

i ji“erence between women and men is statistically significant.

3 Age categories are not mutually exclusive ano therefore cannot be acced to get the total percentage of victims
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Exhibit 12. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m a n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w a r e  r a p e d  b e f o r e  a g e  1 1  b y  a g e  at t i m e  of a u r v e y

Age in yiars IS)

Victims' gsndsr 18-23 30-39 40-49 50-59 80+

Women' 14.5 11 B 8.5 7.0 26
In =1,5241 In = 1,9341 In = 1.7671 In -1,131) |n= 1,498)

Men 23 23 1.9 1.3 1.3
In = ’.7221 In = 2.0081 In = l.899| (n= 1.067) In =1.2231

* Difference oerween women in all groups except 40-49 and 50-59 is statistically significant.

Relationship b e t w e e n  early 

and subsequent rape 

victimization

Previous research indicates that women 
who are sexually assaulted as children or 
adolescents are mere likely to be sexually 
assaulted as adults.20 Results from 
N VAW S are consistent with this research:
18.3 percent of the wom en who said they 
were raped before age 18 also reported 
being raped since their 18th birthday, com­
pared with 8.7 percent of the wom en who 
did not report being raped before age 18. 
Thus, women who were raped as minors 
were twice as likely to report being raped 
as adults. (The number of male victims 
was insufficient to analyze the relationship 
between early and subsequent rape vic­
timization for men.)

Although these findings establish a strong 
link between rape victimization as a minor 
and subsequent rape victimization as an 
adult, the link is not necessarily causal. 
Early rape victimization may possibly pose 
a genuine risk for subsequent rape victim­
ization, but some other persistent risk fac­
tor, such as poverty or sexual orientation, 
could possibly lead to early and subse­
quent rape. The relationship between early 
and subsequent rape victimization reflect­
ed in NVAW S data also may simply reflect 
the fact that respondents who are willing 
to disclose to interviewers that they were 
raped as children or adolescents are also 
more willing to disclose that they were 
raped as adults. More research is needed 
on these issues. If early victimization 
poses a genuine risk for subsequent 
victimization, research is needed on 
effective intervention strategies to miti­
gate this risk.
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R a p i s t s ,  a n d  R a p e  I n c i d e n t s

Victim and offender gender

Although rape is a gender-neutral crime, 
most rape victims are women and most 
rapists are men. Among all rape victims 
identified by the survey, 85.8 percent were 
wom en and 14.2 percent were men.
Nearly all of the female victims (99.6 per­
cent) and most of the male victims (85.2 
percent) were raped by a male, while less 
than 1 percent of the female victims and 
18.2 percent of the male victims were 
raped by a female. (Total percentages for 
male and female victims exceed 100, 
because some victims were raped by both 
a male and a female.)

Victim-offender relationship

Information from N VAW S confirms previ­
ous research that shows most rape vic­
tims know their rapist. Only 16.7 percent 
of all female victims and 22.8 percent of 
all male victims were raped by a stranger 
(see exhibit 13). In general, female victims 
tended to be raped by current or former 
intimates, defined in this study as spous­
es, male and female cohabiting partners, 
dates, ooyfriends, and girlfriends. In com­
parison, male victims tended to be raped 
by acquaintances, such as friends, teach­
ers, coworkers, or neighbors. Among all 
female victims identified by the survey,
20.2 percent were raped by a spouse or 
ex-spouse, 4.3 percent were raped by a 
current or former cohabiting partner, and 
21.5 percent were raped by a current or 
former date, boyfriend, or girlfriend.
Among all male victims, 4.1 percent were

raped by a spouse or ex-spouse, 3.7 per­
cent were raped by a current or former 
cohabiting partner, and 2.7 percent were 
raped by a current or former date, 
boyfriend, or girlfriend.

Overall, 43 percent of all female rape vic­
tims and 9 percent of all male victims 
were raped by some type of current or for­
mer intimate partner. Nearly half (49.3 per­
cent) of all male victims identified by the 
survey were raped by an acquaintance, 
compared with 273 percent of all female 
victims (see exhibit 13). About equal pro­
portions of female and male victims were 
raped by a family member other than a 
spouse (22.4 and 22.8 percent, respective­
ly). Rapes committed by family members 
other than spouses tended to occur during 
childhood or adolescence. Although male 
victims were more likely than female vic­
tims to be raped by an acquaintance or a 
stranger, it is noteworthy that women are 
at significantly greater risk than men of 
Deing raped by all types of offenders, 
including acquaintances and strangers.

A  comoarison of lifetime rape prevalence 
among men and women by victim- 
offender relationship shows that 7.7 per­
cent of all women, but only 0.4 percent of 
all men, were ever raped by a current or 
former intimate partner; 3.9 percent of all 
women, but only 0.6 percent of all men, 
were ever raped by a relative other than 
a spouse; 4,8 percent of all women, but 
only 1.4 percent of all men, were ever 
raped by an acquaintance; and 2.9 percent 
of all women, but only 0.6 percent of all 
men, were ever raped by a stranger (see

21
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E x hibit 13. P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of f e m a l e  a n d  m a l e  v i c t i m s  b y  v i c t i m - p e r p e t r a t o r  relationship*

a  Fimilr.irtrra </i * 1 tS'il 

H nctm* rn= 71m
Peirant

«parlnef
fit) iSuithp

a Percentages by victim gender exceed ' 00 because some victims were raped by more than one person.
b. The number of male victims is toe small to conduct statistical tests.
c. Difference between male and female victims is statistically significant.

E x hibit 14. P e r c e n t a g e  of w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r a p e d  in lifetime b y  v i c t i m - p e r p e t r a t o r  relationship

Raped in lifetime (%)

Victim-perpetrator relationship* Women (na 8,000) Men (na 1,000)

Intimate partner 7.7 0.4

Relative other than spouse 3.9 0.6

Acquaintance 4.8 1.4

Stranger 2.9 0.6

• Difference between women and men is statistically significant
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exhibit 14). Thus, women are 19.3 times 
more likely than men to be raped by inti­
mates, 6.5 times more likely to be raped 
by nonspouse relatives, 3.4 times more 
likely to be raped by acquaintances, and 
4.8 times more likely to be raped by 
strangers.

As shown in exhibit 15, the victim- 
perpetrator relationship varies substarv 
tially w ith the age and gender of the 
victim. Females w ho were younger than 
age 12 at the time of the rape tended 
to be victimized by relatives other than 
a spouse; female victims w ho  were 12 
to 17 years old tended to be raped by 
intimates and acquaintances; and female

victims w ho were 18 and older tended 
to be raped by intimates. In comparison, 
male victims tended to be raped by 
acquaintances, regardless of their age at 
the time of the rape.

Intimate partner rape and 

termination of relationships

Ending a relationship is commonly 
believed to pose an increased risk for or 
escalation of intimate partner violence. 
This assumption is based on two types of 
evidence. Divorced or separated women 
report more intimate partner violence than 
do married wom en.21 Interviews with men

Ex hibit 15. P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of child, a d o l e s c e n t  a n d  a d u l t  r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  v i c t i m - p e r p e t r a t o r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  v i c t i m  g e n d e r Exhibit continued on page 24
M  feiwle ln=2Ml
■  Im= inj|

CUIdviCl>”? jef?
6?V

-M.vjw* !to«*e*irter
t—>•

lit)

a Estimates are not calculated on responses from five or fewer victims, 
s Difference between female and male victims is statistically significant.

Car.̂ ei

Note: Tote1 percentages by gender may exceed 100 because some victims had multiple perpetrators. Total percentage for male 
adolescent victims is less than 100 because estimates for intimate perpetrators are not shown.
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Exhibit I S  ( c o n t )  P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of child, a d o l e s c e n t ,  anti i.dult r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  

v i c t i m - p e r p e t r a t o r  relationship a n d  v i c t i m  g e n d e r

B  FwwlPCt : ***Ej 
B  *JJ*ro=5t!
Atl'ant AiHli»At*ii:«i(Orr» II’-17 >Mi&j
50 •»n

> l̂nir,H [•Her
di*

fclelMMhp

2tiar̂ n*

Alullxr.im: !»♦ (Mia)

4| )

if V
m

\ 4
fni -Vrnviuanr̂

m.r:
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a Estimates are not calculated on responses from five cr fewer victims, 
b. Difference between female and male vict.ms >s statistically significant.

Note: Total percentages by gencer may exceec ‘CO because seme victims naa multiple perpetrators. Total percentage for male adoles­
cent victims is less titan 100 because estimates for intimate perpetrators are not shown
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who have killed their wives also indicate 
that either threats of separation by their 
partner or actual separation are most 
often the precipitating events that lead 
to murder.”

To test the theory that the termination of a 
relationship leads to increased risk of inti­
mate partner violence, study interviewers 
asked respondents who had been raped 
by a former spouse or cohabiting partner 
whether the rape(s) occurred before the 
relationship ended, after the relationship 
ended, or both. Exhibit 16 shows that 69.1 
percent of the women who were raped by 
a former spouse or cohabiting partner said 
they were raped before the relationship 
ended, 24.7 percent said they were raped 
before  and after the idlationship ended, 
and 6.3 percent said they were raped only 
after the relationship ended. These find­
ings suggest that most rapes perpetrated 
against women by marital and cohabiting 
partners occur in the context of an ongo­
ing rather than a terminated relationship.

E x hibit 16. P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of f e m a l e  f o r m e r  

i n t i m a t e  p a r t n e r  r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  p o i n t  in relation­

s h i p  w h e n  rapefs) o c c u r r e d  ( n *  281)

t'odi hetfM 
rod »htr 
:«!ai»inifip

Ater 

in |.<J

Nora. Estimates are based on responses from women who were 
raped by a former spouse/cohabiting partner since age ! 8. If a 
woman was raped by more than one former spouse/ccnabiting 
partner since age 18. information about the former spouse/ 
cohabiting partner who raped her most recently was used

(Too few  former intimate partner male 
rape vicrims were interviewed to reliably 
calculate estimates for men.)

It is impossible to discern from the data 
how many rapes committed against 
women before the relationship ended 
were linked to their throats to terminate 
the relationship. It is also unclear whether 
women who were raped before and after 
the relationship experienced an increase in 
sexual violence at the time of the separa­
tion. It is important to note that determin­
ing the end of a relationship is a matter of 
interpretation rather than objective reality. 
Some of the intimate partner rape victims 
surveyed may have equated a relation­
ship's end with when they or their partner 
first discussed termination, whereas oth­
ers may have equated it with the formal 
dissolution of a marriage. Clearly, more 
research is needed on whether terminating 
a relationship increases the risk of intimate 
partner violence for women and men.

Characteristics of rape 

committed against adults

As noted, interviewers asked rape victims 
detailed questions about the most recent 
rape suffered at the hands of each type of 
offender they identified. Because most vic­
tims were raped by just one person (see 
exhibit 6), most were queried about just 
one rape incident. Characteristics of rapes 
perpetrated against adult women and men 
are discussed below. Because the focus is 
on rapes perpetrated against adults, infor­
mation presented is oased cn the most 
recent rape that occurred since the vic­
tim's 18th birthday.

Location of the rape. Survey findings 
indicate that most rapes committed 
against adult women and men occur in pri­
vate rather than public settings (see exhib­
it 17). Among victims who were raped as 
adults, 84.5 percent of the women and 
64.4 percent of the men said they were
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Ex hibit 17. P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of f e m a l e  a n J  m a l e  r a p e  v i c t i m s  b y  charac t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  r a p e *

Characteristic Famal* victims (%) Mala victims (%)

Location of the rape6 in « 717) In = 59)

Private setting 84 5 64.4

\blic setting 155 35.6

Perpetrator was using drugs and/or alcohol In=628) |n = 53)

Yes 66.6 58.5

No 33.4 41.5

Victim was using drugs and/or alcohol6 (n -726) In >60)

Yes 19.8 38.3

No 802 61.7

Perpetrator threatened to harm or kill |n« 725) (n = 611

Yes 31.9 213

No 68.1 78.7

Perpetrator committed the following physical assault6 In =739) In = 62)

Slapped or hit 31.4 21.0

Kicked or bit 10.6 11.3

Choked or attempted to drown 13.4 _d

Hit with object6 6.C 14.5

Beat up 19.4 19.4

Any of the above 37.8 33.9

Perpetrator used a weapon (n=733) |n« 62)

Yes 10.8 8.1

No 89.2 91.9

Victim thought she/he/someone dose would be seriously 
harmed or killed6 In =726) (n = 61)

Yes 43.1 21.3

No 56.9 78.7

a Estimates ate based on the most recent victimization since age ‘8.
B. difference between female and male vicbms is statistically significant
c Total percentages by gender exceed 100 because some victims suffered multiple types of physica' assault 
a Estimates are not calculated on five or fewer victims.
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raped in their home, their perpetrator's 
home, or some other private setting (e.g., 
another person's home, a motel room, or a 
car). Wo.nen were significantly more likely 
than men to be raped in a private setting 
versus a public setting. This finding 
undoubtedly reflects the fact that women 
are more likely than men to be raped by 
intimate partners.

Alcohol and drug use. Drugs and alcohol 
play an important role in rape victimization. 
About two-thirds of the wom en and men 
who were raped as adults— 66.6 and 58.5 
percent, respectively— said their rapist 
was using drugs and/or alcohol at the time 
of the rape. In addition, 19.8 percent of 
the female victims and 38.3 percent of the 
male victims said they (the victims) were 
using drugs and/or alcohol at the time of 
the rape

Threats, physical assaults, and fear of 
bodily injury. Compared with male victims, 
a higher percentage of female victims

reported that their rapist threatened to 
harm or kill them, physically assaulted 
them, and used a weapon during their 
most recent rape as an adult; however, 
these differences were not statistically sig­
nificant. An examination of the specific 
types of physical assaults perpetrated by 
rapists found that male victims were signifi­
cantly more likely than female victims to 
report that their rapist hit them with an 
object. W hy male victims were more likely 
to sustain this type of physical assault is 
unknown.

Although female victims and male victims 
wens almost equally likely to be verbally 
threatened or physically assaulted by their 
rapist, female victims were significantly 
more likely to fear their rapist. Nearly half 
of the female victims (43.1 percent), com­
pared with one-fifth of the male victims 
(21.3 percent), said that during their most 
recent rape as an adult they thought they 
or someone close to them would be seri­
ously harmed or killed.
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Injury data indicate that wom en are nearly 
tw ice as likely as men to be physically 
injured during a rape. Among victims 
raped since their 18th birthday, 31.5 per­
cent of the women, but only 16.1 percent 
of the men, said they incurred an injury 
other than the rape itself during their most 
recent rape (see exhibit 18). A  small num­
ber of female victims (3.1 percent), but no 
male victims, reported contracting a sexu­
ally transmitted disease during their most 
recent rape.

Female victims were also significantly 
more likely than male victims to report 
that their most recent rape resulted in 
penetration (62.2 and 29 percent, respec­
tively). Few  male victims said they were 
penetrated during their most recent rape, 
a finding that appears to contradict the 
finding presented earlier that men, like 
women, are more likely to experience 
a completed rather than an attempted 
rape over their lifetime (see exhibit 3).
An explanation for this apparent contradic­
tion is not readily available. It is possible 
that because of the stigma associated 
with male-to-male sex, male victims felt 
uncomfortable admitting to interviewers 
that they had been "penetrated" during 
their most recent rape.

It also is important to note that findings 
presented earlier on the lifetime preva­
lence of attempted versus completed rape 
are not directly comparable to the findings 
presented here on the rate of penetration. 
The earlier estimate refers to the percent­
age of surveyed men who were victims of 
a completed versus attempted rape in

their lifetime, whereas the estimate pre­
sented in exhibit 18 refers to the percent­
age of male victims who were penetrated 
during their most recent rape as an adult.

Physical injuries
Most of the female victims who reported 
being physically injured sustained relative­
ly minor types of injuries, such as scratch­
es, bruises, and welts (see exhibit 19). 
Relatively few  sustained more serious 
types of injuries, such as broken bones, 
dislocated joints, sore muscles, sprains, 
strains, or chipped or broken teeth. 
(Because only 10 men reported being 
injured, the study could not reliably esti­
mate the type of injuries or use of medical 
treatment for male victims.) O f the 
women who were injured, 36.2 percent 
said they received medical treatment (see 
exhibit 18).

Mental health and lost 
productivity
NVAW S strongly confirms the negative 
mental health and social costs of rape vic­
timization. O f those raped since age 18,
33 percent of the female rape victims and
24.2 percent of the male victims said they 
received counseling from a mental health 
professional as a direct result of their most 
recent rape (see exhibit 20). The survey 
found that 19.4 percent of the female vic­
tims and 9.7 percent of the male victims 
raped as adults said their victimization 
caused them to lose time from work.
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Exhibit IB. Percentage distribution of female and male rapt victims by injury and health outcomes*

Outcome Female victims {%) Male victims (%)

Incident resulted in intercourse/penetration6 (n= 7301 In- 62)

Yes 622 29.0

No 37.8 71.0

Victim contracted sexually transmitted disease (n-7321 (n-bl)

Yes 3.1 _C

No 96 9 100.0

Victim was physically injured11 (n» 734) (n- 62)

Yes 31.5 16.1

No 68.5 83.9

Victim received medical treatment (/t= 229) In -10)

Yes 362 _c

No 63.8 _c

a. Estimates are based on the most recent rape since age 18.
o. Difference between female and male victims is statistically significant 
c Estimates are not calculated on five or fewer .ictims. 
d r -timates are based on responses from victims who were injured

Exhibit 19. Percentage of injured female rape victims who sustained specific injuries (n ■  231)*

Typo of injury

* Estimates are based on the most recent rape since age 18.

Note: Total percentage exceeds 100 because some victims incurred multiple injuries.
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(

Although interviewers did not ask victims 
about w hy they lost time from work, it 
was assumed to be for numerous 
reasons— to obtain medical treatment.

attend court hearings, meet with a psy­
chologist or other mental health profes­
sional, and avoid contact with their 
assailant.

Exhibit 20. Percentage distribution of female and male rape victims by mental health and lost productivity 
outcomes*

Outcome Female victims (%) Male victims |%)

Victim received counseling from mental health professional in -737) In-62)

Yes 33.0 24.2

No 67.0 75.8
Victim lost time from

Work 19.41/»-736) 9.7 |n = 62)
School 7.5 (n« 735) 11.3 (n = 67)

Household responsibilities 13.0 (n -7381 9.7 (n = 62)
Volunteer work 5.7 (n « 73E! 9.7(0-62)

Social/recreational activities 23.4 In -734) 24.6(0 = 61)

* Estimates are based or. the most recent rape since age 18.
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J u s t i c e  S y s t e m

Survey findings confirm previous research 
that shows rape is a seriously underreport­
ed crime. Only 19.1 percent of the women 
and 12.9 percent of the men who were 
raped since their 18th birthday said their 
rape was reported to the police. (See 
"Total" column in exhibit 21 for estimate 
on female victims. Estimate for male vic­
tims is not shown.) In most (70.2 percent) 
of the rapes against women reported to 
the police, the victim rather than a friend, 
relative, or other third party reported the 
crime. In the majority of the reports (75.9 
percent), the police officer met with the 
victim and took a report. Only 43.3 per­
cent of the reported rapes resulted in the 
rapist being arrested or detained. About 
one-third of the women who reported 
their rape to the police said the police 
referred their case to a prosecutor (33.3 
percent), referred them to some type of 
victim service (34.8 percent), or gave 
them some type of advice (32.6 percent). 
For those who reported their rape, 9.9 per­
cent said the police did nothing. (So few 
men reported their victimization to the 
police that the study was unable to gener­
ate reliable information about their suDse- 
quent involvement with the justice 
system.)

When asked why they chose not to report 
their rape to the police, 21.9 percent of the 
women who did not report their victimiza­
tion said they didn't know or refused to 
answer this question. Those who 
answered were likely to reply that they 
feared retaliation from their rapist, were 
too ashamed of or embarrassed about

what happened to them, or thought the 
rape was a minor incident or not a police 
matter (see exhibit 22).

Justice system outcomes

According to victim accounts, 37 percent 
of the rapes against women that were 
reported to the police resulted in the rapist 
being criminally prosecuted. O f the prose­
cuted rapists, 46.2 percent were convicted 
of a crime, and 76 percent of the convict­
ed rapists were sentenced to ir»:l or prison 
(see "Total" column in exhibit 21). Prose­
cution, conviction, and incarceration rates 
are substantially lower if they are based on 
responses from all rape victims, not only 
those who reported their victimization to 
the police. Thus, among all women who 
were raped since age 18, only 7.8 percent 
said their rapist was criminally prosecuted,
3.3 percent said their rapist was convicted 
cf a crime, and a mere 2.2 percent said 
their rapist was incarcerated (estimates 
are not shown in the exhibit).

Thirteen percent of the women who were 
raped since age 18 said they obtained a 
restraining order against their rapist (see 
"Total" column in exhibit 2 1). O f these 
women, 65.9 percent said their rapist vio­
lated the order.

A  comparison of justice system outcomes 
for women who were raped by a current 
or former intimate with those who were 
raped by a nonintimate produced some 
interesting findings (see exhibit 21).
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Exhibit 21. Percentage distribution of female rape victims by justice system outcomes and whether rapist 
was intimate or nonintimate*

0 etc one Intimate (%) Noaimimata |%) Total

Rape was reported to police (n=461) In* 273) In* 734)

Yes 18.0 209 19.1

No 82.0 79.1 80.9

Identity of reporter1* In = 84) In* 57) In* 141)

Victim 78.3 59.6 70.2

Other 21.7 40.4 29.8

Police response” In *84| In* 57) In* 141|

Took report 79.8 73.7 75.9

Arrested/detained perpetrator 46.4 40.4 43.3

Referred case to prosecutor/court* 40.5 24.6 33.3

Referred victim to victim services' 39.3 29.8 348

Gave victim advice* 42.9 192 37.6

Did nothing 8.3 12.2 99

Perpetrator was prosecuted6 |n=81) In* 54) In* 135)

Yes 32.1 44.4 37.0

No 67.9 55.6 63.0

Perpetrator was convictetf 6 In *33) In=21) In *54)

Yes 36.4 61.9 462

No 63.6 38.1 53.8

Perpetrator was sentenced to jail* In* 12) In* 13) In* 25)

Yes 66.7 64.6 76.0

No 33.3 15.4 24.0

Victim obtained restraining order* In* 452) In -257) In* 709)

Yes 17.7 4.7 13.0

No 82.3 95.3 87 0

Perpetrator violated restraining orcer In *80) In* 11) (n*91)

Yes 68.8 45.5 65.9

No 31.3 545 34.1

a Estimates are based on the most recent rape since age 18.
0 Estimates are based on responses from victims whose rape was reported to the police, 
c Difference between intimates and ncnintimates is statistically significant.
a Estimates are based on responses from victims whose rapist was prosecuted 
e Estimates are based on responses from victims whose rapist was convicted.
1 Estimates are based on responses from victims who obtained a restraining oroer.
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W om en who were raped by an intimate 
were almost equally likely as women who 
were raped by a nonintimate to say their 
rape was reported to the police (18 and
20.9 percent, respectively). However, 
wom en who were raped by an intimate 
were significantly more likely than women 
who were raped by a nonintimate to have 
been the person who reported the rape to 
the police (78.3 and 59.6 percent, respec­
tively). These findings suggest that wom en 
w ho are raped by a current or former inti­
mate are no more reluctant to become 
involved with the justice system than 
wom en who are raped by nonintimates.

Police were almost equally likely to take a 
report or make an arrest if the rapist was 
an intimate or nonintimate. However, they 
were significantly more likely to refer the

case for prosecution, refer the victim to 
services, and give the victim advice if 
the rapist was an intimate rather than a 
nonintimate.

Cases involving intimates were less likely 
than those involving nonintimates to be 
prosecuted (32.1 and 44.4 percent, respec­
tively); however, the difference between 
prosecution rates was not statistically sig­
nificant. Once they were referred for prose­
cution, rapists who were intimates were 
significantly less likely than rapists who 
were nonintimates to be convicted of a 
crime (36.4 and 61.9 percent, respectively). 
These findings indicate that it is more diffi­
cult to successfully prosecute rape cases 
that involve intimates than those that 
involve nonintimates.

Ex h i b i t  22. P e r c e n t a g e  distribution of f e m a l e  v i c t i m e  w h o  d i d  n o t  r e port r a p e  to t h e  p o l i c e  b y  r e a s o n  for n o t

reporting (n*453)1’*
Raatoe Percant

Reported to someone else 1.5
One-time incident, last incident 2.9

Did not want perpetrator arrested 2.9

Oid not want police or court involved 3.5

Too young to understand 4.4

Handled it myself 7.7

Perpetrator was husband, family member, friend 8.6

Police would not believe me or would blame me 11.9

Police could not do anything 12.6

Minor incicent; not a crime or police matter 17.7

Too ashamec or embarrassed 18.1
Fear of rapist 221

a Estimates are basec on the most recent rape since age ‘8 
o Fetal percentages exceed 100 because seme victims had multp.e responses.
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Wom en who were raped by an intimate 
were significantly more likely than women 
who were raped by a nonintimate to 
obtain a restraining order against their 
rapist (17.7 and 4.7 percent, respectively). 
This is not surprising because many State 
laws that govern restraining orders require 
the object of the restraining order to be a 
current or former intimate of the victim.

Satisfaction with the 

justice system

In general, victims gave the justice system 
mixed reviews. O f the female rape victims

who reported their most recent rape since 
their 18th birthday to the police, 47.7 per­
cent said they were satisfied with how the 
police handled their case. This figure 
increased to 65 percent when only those 
victims whose rapist was arrested or 
detained by the police were considered. 
Similarly, 48.6 percent of the female vic­
tims who came in contact with the 
courts— because their rapist was prose­
cuted, they obtained a restraining order 
against their rapist, or both— said they 
were satisfied with how the courts treated 
them.



Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  F u t u r e  R e s e a r c h

Although N VAW S  provides much needed 
information on the extent, nature, and con­
sequences of rape victimization in the 
United States, it does not provide all the 
answers. The survey found that rape 
prevalence differs among wom en and men 
from different racial and ethnic back­
grounds. However, how race and ethnicity 
intersect with other demographic variables 
was beyond the scope of this study. 
Research is needed to determine how 
much of the difference in rape prevalence 
among men and women from different 
racial/ethnic backgrounds can be explained 
by respondents' willingness to report vic­
timization and how much by social, demo­
graphic, and environmental factors. For 
example, future research should examine 
how age, marital status, and economic 
stresses such as poverty and unemploy­
ment interact with race and ethnicity to 
increase or decrease the risk of rape 
victimization.

N VAW S confirms previous findings that 
show that many rape victims are victimized 
at an early age, and that women raped 
Defore age 18 are twice as likely to report 
rape victimization as adults. In addition to 
highlighting the need to direct prevention 
strategies toward minors, these findings 
suggest that research should focus on the 
long-term effects of early rape experi­
ences, especially with respect to the possi­
ble causal link between childhood sexual 
abuse and subsequent sexual abuse.

Future research also should consider the 
gender and age variations among rape vic­
tims and those who commit the crime.

Clearer understanding of how the age and 
gender of the victim and offender interact 
with the context and motivations for rape 
can assist in developing adequate inter­
vention and prevention strategies for 
rapists and their victims.

More research is needed on risk factors 
associated with injury, death, and disease 
incurred during rape victimization of both 
men and women. Also essential is 
research on the long-term psychological 
and social consequences of rape victimiza­
tion, including depression, posttraumatic 
stress disorder, lost productivity, and fear 
of crime.

Despite widespread public education 
programs, rape remains a largely under­
reported crime. This finding calls for con­
sideration as to whether law enforcement 
agencies and victim service providers 
might expand their efforts to assist rape 
victims and do more to convince them 
that reporting their rape to the police is 
worthwhile and appropriate.

Research of a more qualitative nature is 
needed to understand the different con­
texts in which rape occurs, the different 
ways in which male and female rape vic­
tims interpret their victimization, and the 
processes by which they come to define 
themselves as rape victims. Qualitative 
research is also needed on the motivations 
for rape and the ways rapists minimize and 
rationalize their aggression.

In addition, cohort and trend analyses 
are needed to determine whether the

37
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prevalence of rape has increased since 
World War II and, if so, why? Data from 
NVAW S show that women under age 50 
report significantly more rape victimization 
than women over 50. Cohort and trend 
analyses would help determine whether 
rape prevalence has actually increased or 
whether younger women are simply more 
willing than older women to define them­
selves as rape victims and report their vic­
timization to survey interviewers.

Longitudinal research is needed to deter­
mine whether rape victimization early in 
life increases the risk of rape victimization 
later in life and, if so, what particular con­
sequences of early victimization make an 
individual more vulnerable to revictimiza­
tion. As noted previously, findings estab­
lish a clear link between early and 
subsequent rape victimization for women. 
However, because N VAW S used a one­
time retrospective assessment of respon­
dents' experiences, the data cannot 
answer certain key questions. For exam­
ple, did wom en who were raped as 
minors suffer some long-term effects 
(e.g., emotional vulnerability or low self­
esteem) that carried over into adulthood 
and made them more- susceptible to being 
raped as adults? Do certain risk factors for 
rape in childhood or adolescence (e.g., 
poverty, sexual orientation23) persist into 
adulthood? Does the relationship between 
early and subsequent rape victimization 
uncovered by NVAW S findings reflect the 
fact that women who were willing to 
report one type of victimization to survey 
interviewers (e.g., rape as a child by a fam­
ily member) were simply more willing to 
report other types of victimization (e.g., 
rape as an adult by a spouse), or did recall­
ing early rape victimization trigger recall of 
subsequent rape victimization?

A  longitudinal survey that assessed psy­
chological, behavioral, and environmental 
characteristics in a representative sample 
of youths at various times, along with the 
occurrence of sexual assault victimization 
between those times, would mitigate 
some of the problems inherent in a retro­
spective survey such as NVAW S and help 
answer such questions. The assumption 
of a longitudinal design is that if victimized 
and nonvictimized respondents do not 
differ at one point in time after controlling 
for preexisting conditions, but do differ on 
certain characteristics at a later point in 
time following a victimization, then those 
characteristics may be considered out­
comes rather than predictors or causes 
of victimization.24

In summary, more research is needed on 
the characteristics, causes, and conse­
quences of rape and other forms of sexual 
assault. Future research should focus on 
the context and motivations for various 
forms of sexual assault perpetration, risk 
factors and patterns associated with both 
sexual assault victimization and perpetra­
tion, short- and long-term consequences 
of victimization, and the relationship 
between early and subsequent victimiza­
tion. Studies should incorporate myriad 
research design strategies, including 
indepth interviews with victims and perpe­
trators, longitudinal surveys of both youth 
and adult populations, and police and court 
record reviews.
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P u b lic  O p in io n  o f  A laskans on  
D o m estic  V io le n ce  and  
Sexual A ssau lt

Results from the Alaska A \ I ) V S A  Public Opin ion Research Stir\e\ conducted In

I lellcntha! i t  Associates. 2000. the survey participants consist ol ntfs raiklomly called people diMrrtMilcd across 

the state. Margin o f  error is t -  4% . t

How Informed Are Alaskans About Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Issues?

.  49.3%  think A laska is ranked am ong the top states for sexual assault rates. In fact, Alaska
has the highest rates o f  sexual assault (“Table 5: Crim e in the U nited State by State.” FBI 
Uniform Crime Report, 2005).

• 83.1%  think A laska is ranked at or near the top for rates o f  dom estic violence. A laska 
continuously ranks in the top five states. A laska had the highest rate o f  fem ale homicides 
in 2004 (Violence Policy Center, 2006).

How Does Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Affect Alaskans?

• 74.7%  have experienced or know  som eone who has experienced dom estic violence or 
sexual assault.

• 93%  said they would intervene if  they knew som eone experiencing dom estic or sexual 
violence, and 61.6%  believe other m em bers o f  the com m unity w ould intervene.

How Do Alaskans Utilize Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Service Providers?

• 73.1%  can nam e their local program s providing services to victim s.
• O f  the 74.7%  o f  A laskans w ho have experienced or know  som eone w ho has experienced 

dom estic violence and sexual assault, 66.5%  tried to access services in their com m unity or 
encouraged others to do so.

• 28.6%  did not access services or encourage others to do so because there were no services 
available at the time.

W hat Legislative Measures do Alaskans Support?

• 81.1%  did not know that funding for services providers did not increase between 
1995-2005.

• 89%  o f  those surveyed w ould support an increase in funding for service providers and 
84.3%  o f  registered voters surveyed w ould vote to increase funding.

• 90.4%  support enhanced penalties for dom estic violence and sexual assault perpetrators.

3 S S B H
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Council on Domestic Violence &  Sexual Assault 
 P.O. Box 111200 »Juneau, Alaska 99811

S ta tis tic s  on  S e x u a l V io lence  
W h at a n d  W here To F in d  T hem

♦ During FY 2002,1,851 victims o f sexual assault sought services from victim service 
programs in Alaska.

(Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, State o f Alaska)

♦ In the calendar year 2002, DFYS received 1,475 reports o f suspected child sexual abuse.
(Division of Family and Youth Services, State o f Alaska)

♦ An Alaska woman is forcibly raped every 18 hours and 17 minutes.
(Alaska Uniform Crime Report 2001)

♦ During 2001, more than six in ten rape or sexual assault victims stated the offender was an 
intimate, other relative, a friend or an acquaintance.

(BJS, Trends in Violent Victimizations, 1973-2001)

♦ Alaska’s forcible rape rate is 2.5 times larger than the national average. Alaska’s forcible 
rape rate is larger than California and Washington’s rape rates combined.

( Uniform Crime Reports 2000)

♦ 311 sexual assault cases and 241 sexual abuse o f a minor cases were referred to Alaska 
District Attorney offices in 2001.

(Department o f Law, State of Alaska)

♦ As o f  February 27,2003, there are 931 sex offenders registered in Alaska’s central registry.
(Department of Public Safety, State o f Alaska)

♦ In 2000, 36 percent of rape and sexual assault victims lost more than 10 days o f  work after 
victimization.

(BJS, Personal and Property Crimes 2000)

♦ Only 36 percent o f completed rapes were reported to the police during the years 1992 to 
2000. Thirty-four percent of the attempted rapes, and 26 percent of the completed and 
attempted sexual assault were reported.

(BJS, Rape and Sexual Assault: Reporting to Police and  M edical Attention  2002)

Prepared by Elizabeth Agnew, Associate Coordinator February 2003



Statistics

H o m e  

M i s s i o n  

S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s

C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e s  P l e a s e  call o u r  2 4 - h o u r  c r i s i s  l i n e

S t a t i s t i c s  if y o u  a r e  a  v i c t i m  o f

E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  o r  d o m e s t i c  a b u s e !

V o l u n t e e r s  9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 7 2 7 3

S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  T o p i c s

H o w  t o  F i n d  U s  -  " 1

U n i t s  P le a s e  d o  n o t  b e c o m e  a  s t a t i s t i c
W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p  y o u  

D o n a t i o n s  ____________________________ _

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

®  A la s k a 's  rape  ra te  Is 2 .4  t im e s  th e  n a tio n a l a v e ra g e .

®  In  th e  U .S . ,  a w o m a n  Is raped  e v e r y  45 seco nds .

®  O n l y  o n e  i n  t e n  r a p e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d .

R a p e  r e m a i n s  t h e  m o s t  u n d e r - r e p o r t e d  o f  all v i o l e n t  c r i m e s .

D o m e s t i c  a b u s e  I s  a l s o  u n d e r - r e p o r t e d

®  O n e  In f iv e  a d u lt  w o m e n  w ill b e  rap ed  a t  s o m e  p o in t In her  life.

•  O n e  In 3 .5  a d u lt  w o m e n  w ill b e  a tta c k e d  b y  a rap is t.

®  8 0 %  o f  a ll rapes  a re  c o m m itte d  b y  s o m e o n e  k n o w n  to  th e  v ic t im .

®  a  w o m a n  is te n  t im e s  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  raped  than  to  d ie  in a ca r  crash .

•  O n e  In fo u r  fe m a le  a n d  o n e  In s ix  m a le  ch ild ren  w ill b e  s e x u a lly  a ssa u lte d  b e fo re  th e y  a re  18 
y e a rs  o ld .

®  A la sk a  has s ix  t im e s  th e  n a tion a l a v e ra g e  o f  repo r ted  ch ild s e xu a l assau lt.

T h a n k  you  fo r  v is itin g  o u r  w e b  page !

Yo u  a re  v is ito r  # F a s tC o u n te r  b y  L ink E x ch a n g e

O u r  c o n ta c t  in fo rm a tion  is b e lo w ...

S t a n d i n g  T o g e t h e r  A g a i n s t  R a p e ,  I n c  /  s t a r Q s t a r a l a s k a . o r g  W e b m a s t e r :
I f l f l H  f l f r j n t f  1 0 5 7  W .  F i r e  w e e d  L a n e ,  S u i t e  2 3 0 ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  R e m m e l e  H i n t o n

B u s i n e s s  2 4  H o u r  C r i s i s  L i n e  2 4  H o u r  C r i s i s  L i n e  F A X  T T D Y

9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 7 2 7 9  9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 7 2 7 3  1 - 8 0 0 - 4 7 8 - 8 9 9 9  9 0 7 - 2 7 8 - 9 9 8 3  9 0 7 - 2 7 8 - 9 9 8 8

T h i s  s i t e  w a s  l a s t  u p d a t e d  0 8 / 0 5 / O S  0 8 : 0 0  P M

http://www.star.ak.org/statistics.htm 1/16/2007

http://www.star.ak.org/statistics.htm
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FA IR B AN K S  - -  The  num ber o f overall crim es in Fairbanks has fallen desp ite  a rise in sexual assaults 
and burglaries.

Hom icides in the c ity reached a 13 -year low  last year while crime overall fell 15 percent.

N ow  Police Ch ie f Dan Hoffm an is calling for more officers to investigate sexual assaults and 
burglaries. Hoffm an said the c ity 's  sexual assau lt rate —  68 w ere  reported last yea r  - -  is higher 
than th e  norm  for a c ity w ith  few er than 32,000 residents.

The  statistics app ly on ly  to Fairbanks police and do not count crimes reported to other agencies,
including A laska S ta te  Troopers.

The  ch ie fs  annual crime report tracks e igh t categories from 2000 through 2006: hom icide, sexual 
assault, robbery, aggrava ted assault, o ther assault, burglary, th e ft and veh icle theft.

The  c ity 's  hom icide rate typically totals few er than five, and Hoffm an said the drop to one homicide 
last year could hardly be tou ted as statistically significant. He noted a national decrease in vio len t 
crime.

"You  have  to go all the w a y  back to 1993 to find the last year when w e had only one homicide in 
Fairbanks," Hoffm an said.

Fairbanks police have handled three hom icides to da te  this year.

Th e  num ber o f sexual assaults rose 21 percent in 2006 com pared to 2005, when police received 56
reports o f sexual assault, according to H o ffm an 's  report.

" I 'm  not com p le te ly  surprised," said Jessica S tossel w ith  the  Interior A laska Center for N on -v io len t 
Living, which provides services to rape victim s. "W e  have seen an increase in sex assaults that we 
are responding to through the (Sexua l Assau lt Response T eam )."

Hoffm an attributed a rise in burglaries to three m en late last year. Burglary reports have  since 
abated , he said.

According to the crime report, 306 burglaries were reported in the  city last year. Th a t 's  a 25 
percent rise o ve r  the num ber o f burglaries reported in 2005.

— The  Associated Press

http://www .adn.com/news/alaska/crime/v-printer/story/8635315p-8527676c.himi 2/12/2007

http://www
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Y-K Delta sexual assault numbers extreme

by Chris Joy
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2007

Anchorage, Alaska -  A startling number of sexual assaults are 
being reported in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.

The Y -K  Delta  Is reporting more sexual 
assaults than Anchorage, a city w ith  a 

population 10 tim es as large as the Y -K  
Delta . (K T U U -T V  file)

Law enforcement officials in the Bethel region say there were 75 
cases of sexual assault and 41 cases of sexual abuse of a minor 
referred to state prosecutors last year. That's a higher number 
than Anchorage, which reported 49 sexual assault cases and 33 
cases of sexual abuse of a minor. But Anchorage's population is 
about 10 times that of the Bethel region.

Officials are calling those numbers an epidemic and say alcohol was a factor in many of the 
cases.

% f\ to r t d N o w
All content 6  Copyright 2000 - 2007 WorldNow and KTUU. All Rights Reserved.

For more Information on this site, please read our Priva.cy. Policy and Terms Of Service.

I
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Statistics

Key Facts

a Every tw o and a h a lf m inutes, somewhere in America, someone is sexually
assaulted.

■ One in six  American women  are victims of sexual assault, and one in 33 men.
■ In 2004-2005, there were an average annual 2 0 0 ,7 8 0  victims of rape, attempted 
rape or sexual assault.

■ About 44% of rape victims are under age 18, and 80% are under age 30. 
a Since 1993, rap e /sexu a l a ssau lt has  fallen by over  69%.

N r t u U f i  <T S a x u a l  S a a aaTti H a p a r t a a  ta
P o IIm  ( b m d  u p s n  a  ataUatlcil a v * r « f «  

of tko post I  y u m )

4i%
■ Rjpartad 

•UMportaA

Mora Than Half of Saxual Assaults Go Unraporttd

R a p e s  Still N o t  B e i n g  R e p o r t e d

The National Crime Victim ization Survey 
includes statistics on reported and 
unreported crimes in America. Sexual 
assault is one of the most underreported 
crimes, with more than half still being left 
unreported. Utilizing services such as The 
National Sexual Assault Hotline can help 
encourage victims to get help and report 
what has happened to them so that more 
perpetrators can be brought to Justice.

Males are the least likely to report a 
sexual assault, though it Is estimated 
they make up 10% of all victims. Young 
females are four times more likely than 
any other group to be a victim of sexual

assault.

I s  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  r a p e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  I n c r e a s i n g  o r  d e c r e a s i n g  i n  A m e r i c a ?

Have you heard about crime declining? I t is true (as best we can te ll). While figures for any 
single year are considered somewhat unreliable because they are based on a small sample 
size, the more-reliable longterm trend looks extremely good. Since 1993, rape/sexual assault 
has fallen by more than half. Read a t w o  p a g e  s u m m a r y  o f  m a j o r  s t a t i s t i c s  (pdf).

http://w-w\v.rainn.org/statisties/index.html 2/5/2007

http://w-w/v.rainn.org/statisties/index.html
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Rape rates
A d j u s t e d  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  rate

p e r  1 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  a g e  12  a n d  o v e r

1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003

Sexual Aaaautt ia on a ataady dat ina.

2 0 0 5  S t a t i s t i c s

In 2005, there were 191,670 victims of rape, attempted rape or sexual assaults according to 
the 2 0 0 5  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S u r v e y  (pdf).

Of the average annual 200,780 victims in 2004-2005, about 64,080 were victims of 
completed rape, 51,500 were victims of attempted rape, and 85,210 were victims of sexual 
assault.

Because of the methodology of the National Crime Victimization Survey, these figures do not 
include victims 12 or younger. While there are no reliable annual s u r v e y s  o f  s e x u a l  

a s s a u l t s  o n  c h i l d r e n ,  (pdf) the Justice Department has estimated that one of six victims are 
under age 12.

Contrary to the belief that rapists are 
hiding in the bushes or in the 
shadows of the parking garage, 
almost two-thirds of all rapes were 
committed by someone who is known 
to the victim . 73% of sexual assaults 
were perpetrated by a non-stranger - 
38% of perpetrators were a friend or 
acquaintance of the victim , 28% were 
an intimate and 7% were another 
relative.
National Crime Victimization Survey,
200S
RAINN's "two and a half minute" 
calculation is based on 2005 
N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  

S u r v e y  (pdf) from the Bureau o f Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice. Here are 
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n .

A d d i t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s

For information and resources on sexual assault, rape and drug-facilitated sexual assault, 
please vis it 9 1 1 r a p e . o r g .

For more information and statistics, vis it the U.S. Department of Justice's B u r e a u  o f  J u s t i c e  

S t a t i s t i c s .

F o r  m e d i a  r e q u e s t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  o r  t o  i n t e r v i e w  a  m e m b e r  o f  R A I N N  r e g a r d i n g  

s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  o n  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D a r c e y  W e s t  a t  d a r c e y w Q r a i n n . o r g .

http://www.rainn.org/statistics/index.html 2/5/2007

http://www.rainn.org/statistics/index.html
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W o m e n

a  O n e  o u t  o f  e v e r y  six A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  h a v e  b e e n  t h s  v i c t i m s  o f  a n  

a t t e m p t e d  o r  c o m p l e t e d  r a p e  in t h e i r  l i f e t i m e  ( 1 4 . 8 %  c o m p l e t e d  r a p e ;

2 . 8 %  a t t e m p t e d  r a p e ) .  T h i s  is a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P r e v a l e n c e ,  I n c i d e n c e  a n d  

C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  V i o l e n c e  A g a i n s t  W o m a n  S u r v e y ,  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  J u s t i c e  

a n d  C e n t e r s  for D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n ,  1 9 9 8 .  

e  A  total o f  1 7 . 7  m i l l i o n  w o m e n  h a v e  b e e n  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e s e  c r i m e s ,  

e  I n  2 0 0 3 ,  n i n e  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t e n  r a p e  v i c t i m s  w e r e  f e m a l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  2 0 0 3  

N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S u r v e y ,  

e W h i l e  a b o u t  8 0 %  o f  all v i c t i m s  a r e  w h i t e ,  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  likely t o  b e  

a t t a c k e d :

L i f e t i m e  r a t e  o f  r a p e / a t t e m p t e d  r a p e  f o r  w o m e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P r e v a l e n c e ,  I n c i d e n c e  a n d  

C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  V i o l e n c e  A g a i n s t  W o m e n  S u r v e y :

e  All: 1 7 . 6 %  

e  W h i t e :  1 7 . 7 %  

a  B l a c k :  1 8 . 8 %  

a  A s i a n / P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r :  6 .8 %  

a  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n / A l a s k a n :  3 4 . 1 %  

a  M i x e d  R a c e :  2 4 . 4 %

M e n

a  A b o u t  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  A m e r i c a n  m e n  —  a  total o f  2 . 7 8  m i l l i o n  m e n — h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  

a n  a t t e m p t e d  o r  c o m p l e t e d  r a p e  in t h e i r  l i f e t i m e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 8  P r e v a l e n c e ,  

I n c i d e n c e  a n d  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  V i o l e n c e  A g a i n s t  W o m e n  s t u d y ,  

a  I n  2 0 0 3 ,  o n e  in e v e r y  t e n  r a p e  v i c t i m s  w e r e  m a l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  2 0 0 3  N a t i o n a l  

C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S t u d y .

C h i l d r e n

a 1 5 %  o f  v i c t i m s  a r e  u n d e r  a g e  1 2  

a  2 9 %  a r e  a g e  1 2 - 1 7  

a  4 4 %  a r e  u n d e r  a g e  1 8  

a  8 0 %  a r e  u n d e r  a g e  3 0

T h e  statistics a r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 7  S e x  O f f e n s e  a n d  O f f e n d e r s  S t u d y ,  B u r e a u  o f  

J u s t i c e  Statistics, U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  a n d  1 9 9 9  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S t u d y .

a  S e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  girls in g r a d e s  f ive t o  e i g h t  a n d  t w e l v e  p e r c e n t  o f  girls in g r a d e s  n i n e  

t h r o u g h  t w e l v e  s a i d  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 8  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  F u n d  S u r v e y  o f  t h e  H e a l t h  o f  A d o l e s c e n t  Girls, 

a  T h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  b o y s  in g r a d e s  five t h r o u g h  e i g h t  a n d  five p e r c e n t  o f  b o y s  in g r a d e s  

n i n e  t h r o u g h  t w e l v e  s a i d  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  1 9 9 8  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  F u n d  S u r v e y  o f  t h e  H e a l t h  o f  A d o l e s c e n t  B o y s ,  

a  9 3 %  o f  j u v e n i l e  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m s  k n e w  t h e i r  a t t a c k e r ;  3 4 . 2 %  w e r e  f a m i l y  

m e m b e r s  a n d  5 8 . 7 %  a c q u a i n t e n c e s .  O n l y  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  w e r e

hUp:/.'VNMw.rainn.org/statistics/viciims-ol:'-sexuai-as sault.html
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•

strangers to the victim, according to the 2000 Sexual Assault of Young Children as 
Reported to Law Enforcement. This study is available at the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
w a b s i t e .

a In 1995, local child protective service agencies identified 126,000 children who were 
victims of either substantiated or indicated sexual abuse; of these, 75% were girls. 
Nearly 30% of child victims were between the ages of 4 and 7. This is according to the 
1995 Child Maltreatment study, US Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families.

■ 12-34 are the highest risk years. Risk peaks in the late teens: girls 16 to 19 are four 
times more likely than the general population to be victims of rape, attempted rape or 
sexual assault. This is according to the 2 0 0 0  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S t u d y .

R a c e

Among people 12 and older, about 83.5% of the US population is white, and 82.5% of rape 
victims are white; 13.3% of victims are black, compared to 12.3% of the population; and 
4.2% of both victims and the population are of other races, according to the 2 0 0 0  N a t i o n a l  

C r i m e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S t u d y .
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Are Victims Reporting the Crime of Rape?

F a c ts  a b o u t R a p e  

E va r y  T w o  and  a H a lf 
M ln u tea  

D e fin itio ns

T h e  V ic t im s  o f  S e x u a l 
A s s a u l t

P reg n a n c ies  R esu ltin g  
from  R a p e  

R ep o r tin g  R ape  

P u n lah ln g  R ap is ts  

E f fe c ts  o f  R ape

Reporting can be an invasive and difficu lt process, but the only way to ensure more rapists 
are in prison and off the street is to report the crime to the police. Calling the National Sexual 
Assault Hotline can put you in touch with a victim advocate in your local area who will assist 
and support you th oughout the reporting process. The important thing to know is vou are not
alone,

P e r c e n t a g e  o f  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t s  R e p o r t e d  t o  

P o l i c e  ( b a s e d  o n  a  statistical a v e r a g e  

o f  t h e  p e e l  five y e a r s )

4 1 %

5 9 %

Mor» Thin Hilf of Sexual Asuults Go Unraportod

S i l e n t  V  c t l m s

One of the most startling aspects of sex 
crimes Is how many go unreported. Though 
we have come far in reducing the occurence 
o f sexual assault and diminishing the stigma 
associated with being a victim , only a  

minority of sexual assault victims report the 
crime to the police.

In 200S, only 38% of rapes and sexual 
assaults were reported to law enforcement 
officials —  about one in every three. This Is 
according to the 2 0 0 5  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  

V i c t i m i z a t i o n  S u r v e y .

M a k e  a D o na tio n  

M o n th ly  G iv in g  P rogram  

B u y  R A IN N  G e a r  

S h o p  F o r  R A IN N  

B a  A  R A IN N M a k a r

Los recursos en espaftol
»  S o b ra  R A IN N  

°  C o n se jo a

Of sexually abused children in grades five through twelve, 48% of the boys and 29% o f the 
girls had told no one about the abuse— not even a friend or sibling. This is according to the 
1998 Commonwealth Fund Survey of the Health of Adolescent Girls.

W h y  D o  V i c t i m s  N o t  R e p o r t ?

Some reasons given Include the following:

■ It's a personal matter, 
a Fear of reprisal.
■ Think police are biased.
a Want to protect the offender.
■ Feel partly responsible.
a Felt there wasn't enough evidence and the case wouldn't be pursued, 
a Drunk or high when it happened, 
a Afraid they would not be believed.

I t is interesting to note that the closer the relationship between the victim and the offender, 
the greater tne likelihood that the police will not be told about the cnme:

Wjhen the offender is a current or 
ex-boyfriend...

a 77% of completed rapes are not reported, 
a 77% of attempted rapes are not reported, 
a 75% of sexual assaults are not reported.

f hen the offender is a friend...

h ltp :/ /\vA V \v .ra in n .o rg /sm tisU cs /r e p o n i f ig -r a p e .h tm l 2/5/2007



■ 61% of completed rapes are not reported, 
a 71% of attempted rapes are not reported.
■ 82% of sexual assaults are not reported.

When the offender is a 
stranger...

■ 54% of completed rapes are not reported.
■ 44% of attempted rapes are not reported.
■ 34% of sexual assaults are not reported.

H o w  M a n y  R e p o r t s  A r a  F a l s a ?

There Is widespread opinion that a large number of reported sexual assaults are false claims. 
That is absolutely not true. According to the FBI, in 2003 5 . 5 %  o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t s  w a r s  

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  u n f o u n d e d .  "Unfounded" Includes cases when there is insufficient 
evidence, the victim decides not to follow through with prosecution, the victim repeatedly 
changes the account of rape, the victim recants and police are unable to locate the victim as 
well as when the allegation is found to be false.

©  R A I N N  2 0 0 6  •  I n f o 0 r a l n n . o r g  •  1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E  •  C F C # 1 9 7 3  

P r i v a c y  P o l i c y  •  W e b s i t e  U s e r  A g r e e m e n t
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Sexual Violence: Fact Sheet

OCCURRENCE

Sexua l vio lence is a serious 
problem  tha t affects millions of 
people e ve ry  year. Its  victim s 
are a t increased risk o f being 
abused again (Elliott, Mok, and 
Briere 2004; Jew kes , Sen , and 
G arcia -M oreno  2002; Rickert e t 
al. 2004). Sexua l vio lence 
perpetrators are also a t 
increased risk r perpetrating 

again (Lisak and Miller 2002).

Statistics about sexual vio lence 
va ry  due to differences in how 
it is defined and how data is 
collected. Sexua l vio lence data 
usually com e from police, 
clinical settings, 
nongovernm enta l 
organizations, and survey 
research.

Ava ilab le  data greatly 
underestim ate the true m agn itude o f the problem . Rape is one 
o f the  m ost underreported crimes. Reporting rates for rape vary 
across studies. The  National V io lence Aga inst W om en Survey 
(N V A W S ) found that only 1 in 5 adult wom en (19% ) reported 
their rapes to police (T jaden  and Thoennes 2006). Estim ates o f 
rapes reported to the police from th e  National Crime 
V ictim ization S tu d y  (N C V S ), conducted by the Departm ent of 
Justice (D O J), va ry  w ide ly  from year to year, from 39% in 2002 
to 54%  in 2003 (DOJ 2002, DOJ 2003). The  difference between 
the N C V S  and N V A W S  rates is m ost likely due to different survey 
m ethods used in these tw o  studies, so these differing results 
should not be directly com pared.

Resources for 
Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month

<2D Sexual Violence 
Prevention; Beginning 
the Dialogue

Latest Findings from the 
Extent, Nature, and 
Consequences: Findings 
From the National 
Violence Against Women 
Survey

National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center

NEW  CDCynergy; 
Violence Prevention 
Edition
Develop  a com prehensive 
com m unication plan on 
vio lence prevention issues.

W hile not an exhaustive  list, here are som e statistics on the 
occurrence o f sexual violence.

Consequences

h t tp :/ / v w v w .c d c .g o v / n c ip c / ta c ts h e e ts / s v ta c ts .h tm 2/5/2007
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Sexua l vio lence can have  ve ry  harm ful and lasting consequences 
for vic tim s, fam ilies, and com m unities. Th e  following list 
describes ju s t som e of them .

Physical

•  W om en  w ho  experience both sexual and physical abuse 
are significantly more likely to have  sexua lly transm itted 

d iseases (W ingood e t ai. 2000).

•  O ve r  32,000 pregnancies result from  rape e ve ry  year 
(Ho lm es e t al. 1996)

•  There  are long -term  consequences such as:

o Chronic pelvic pain 

o Premenstrual syndrom e 

o Gastrointestinal disorders 

o Gynecological and pregnancy com plications 

o Migraines and o ther frequent headaches 

o Back pain 

o Facial pain

o Disability preventing work (Jewkes, Sen, and Garcia- 

Moreno 2002)

Psychological

Victim s o f sexual violence face both im m ed ia te  and long -term  
psychological consequences (Ackard and Neum ark -Szta iner 
2002; Faravelli e t al. 2004; Felitti e t al. 1998; Krakow e t al.
2002; Ystgaard e t al. 2004).

Im m ed ia te  psychological consequences include:

•  Shock

•  Denial

•  Fear

•  Confusion

•  A n x ie ty

•  W ithdraw al

•  Guilt

•  Nervousness

•  D istrust o f others

•  S ym p tom s  o f Post-traum atic stress disorder

o Em otional detachm ent 

o S leep  disturbances 

o Flashbacks 

o Mental replay o f assault

Mental chronic psychological consequences include:

•  Depression

h t tp :/ / w A w v .c d c .g o v / n c ip c / fa c ts h e e is / s v Ia c ts .h im 2/5/2007
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•  A ttem p ted  or com pleted suicide

•  A lienation

•  Post-traum atic stress disorder

•  Unhealthy d ie t-re la ted  behaviors

o Fasting 

o Vom iting 

o Abusing d ie t pills 

o Overeating

Social

•  Strained relationships w ith  the v ic tim 's  fam ily, friends, and 

in tim ate partners

•  Less em otional support from  friends and fam ily

•  Less frequent con tact w ith  friends and relatives

•  Lower likelihood o f marriage (C lem ents a t al. 2004; 

Golding, W ilsnack and Cooper 2002)

Health Behaviors

Som e researchers v iew  the follow ing health behaviors as both 
consequences o f sexual vio lence and factors tha t increase a 
person 's vu lnerability to  being victim ized again in the future 
(Brener e t al. 1999; Lang e t al. 2003).

•  Engaging in h igh-risk sexual behavior Including:

o Unprotected sex 

o Early sexual initiation 

o Choosing unhea lthy sexual partners 

o Having multiple sex  partners 

o Trading sex for food, m oney, or o ther items

•  Using or abusing harm ful substances, including:

o Sm oking cigarettes 

o Drinking alcohol 

o Driving a fter drinking alcohol 

o Taking drugs (Cham pion e t al. 2004; Jewkes, Sen , 
and Garcia -M oreno 2002; Raj, S ilverm an, and Am aro 

2000)

Groups at Risk

Certain groups are at risk for IP V  victim ization or perpetration. 

Victimization

•  W om en are more likely to  be victim s o f sexual violence 
than m en: 78%  o f the victim s o f rape and sexual assault
are w om en and 22%  are m en (T jaden  and Thoennes
2000).

h t tp :/ / w w w .c d c .g o v / n c ip c / fa c ts h e e ts / s v fa c ts .h tm 2/5/2007
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•  Sexual vio lence starts v e ry  early in life. More than half of 
all raoes o f w om en  (5 4 % ) occur before age 18; 22%  o f 
these rapes occur before age 12. For men, 75%  o f all 
rapes occur before age 18, and 48 %  occur before age 12 
(Tjaden and Thoennes  2000).

•  Prevalence o f IP V  varies am ong race. Am erican Indian and 
Alaskan N a tive  w om en  are significantly more likely (34% ) 
to report being raped than African Am erican wom en (19% ) 

or W hite  w om en (1 8 % ) (T jaden  and Thoennes 2000).

•  W om en in college w ho  use drugs, a ttend a university w ith  
high drinking rates, belong in a sorority, and drank heavily 
in high school are a t grea ter risk for rape while intoxicated 

(Mohler-Kuo e t al. 2004).

Perpetration

•  Most perpetrators o f sexual vio lence are men. Am ong acts 
o f S V  com m itted  aga inst w om en  since the age o f 18,
100% o f rapes, 9 2 %  o f physical assaults, and 97%  o f 
stalking acts w ere  perpetra ted by m en. S V  against m en is 
also m ainly m ale vio lence: 70%  o f rapes, 86%  of physical 
assaults, and 65%  o f stalking acts were perpetrated by 
m en (Tjaden and Thoennes  2000).

Relationship between Victim and Perpetrator

•  In 8 out o f 10 rape cases, the  victim  knows the perpetrator 
(Tjaden and Thoennes  2000).

•  A  national su rvey  found tha t 10%  o f wom en were victim s 
o f rape or a ttem p ted  rape by  a husband or intim ate 

partner in their lifetim e (Basile 2002).

•  O f people who  report sexual vio lence, 64%  o f w om en and 
16% o f men w ere raped, physically assaulted, or stalked 
by an in tim ate partner. This includes a current or form er 
spouse, cohabitating partner, boyfriend/girlfriend, or date 
(Tjaden and Thoennes  2000).

Vulnerability Factors for Victimization and Risk Factors 
for Perpetration

As discussed in the Occurrence section above , statistics on 
sexual violence are biased by underreporting, and em phasis on 
more o vertly  vio len t sexua l assaults by  medical and legal 
services, among other factors. Underreporting is due to v ic tim s ' 
em barrassm ent, sham e, fear, feelings o f discom fort and m istrust 
about the  official(s) to w hom  an assau lt is reported.

Despite the underestimation of the true magnitude of the

hup://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/lacishtfets/svfacis.htm 2/5/2007
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problem , research has increased understanding o f factors that 
m ake som e populations m ore vu lnerab le to sexual violence 
victim ization and m ore at risk for sexual vio lence perpetration.

Vu lnerability factors increase the  likelihood that a person will 
suffer harm. Risk factors increase the likelihood that a person 
will cause harm. H ow ever , neither vulnerability nor risk factors 
are direct causes o f sexual v io lence —  th ey  are contributing 
factors to sexual v io lence  (Jewkes, Sen , and Garcla -Moreno 
2002; Malam uth 1998). Vu lnerability factors for victim ization 
and risk factors for perpetration com prise a com bination of 
individual, relational, com m un ity  and societal factors.

Populations vu lnerab le to  victim ization and those at risk for 
perpetration can share these factors. Shareu individua l-level 
fiiCtors are noted be low  w ith  an asterisk (*). All com m un ity - and 
socia l-leve l factors listed under Risk Factors fo r Perpetration 
increase v ic tim s ' vu lnerab ility to  sexual violence. Som e 
vu lnerability and risk factors are correlated w ith one another; for 
exam ple , childhood physical and/or sexual victim ization is a risk 
factor for future perpetration o f sexual violence.

The public health approach aim s to m oderate and m ediate those 
contributing factors th a t are preven tab le , and to Increase 
protective  factors tha t reduce vu lnerability to victim ization and 
risk for perpetration.

Vulnerability Factors for Victimization

•  Prior history of sexual violence. W om en who are raped 
before the age o f  18 are tw ice  as likely to be raped as 
adults, com pared to those w ithout a history o f sexual 

abuse (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000).

•  Gender. W om en  are more likely to be victim s o f sexual 
vio lence than m en : 78%  c f  the victim s o f rape and sexual 
assault are w om en  and 22%  are men (Tjaden and 
Thoennes 2000). These  findings m ay be influenced by the 

reluctance o f m en to report sexual violence.

•  Young age. Sexua l vio lence victim ization starts ve ry  early 
in life. More than half o f all rapes o f wom en (54% ) occur 
before age 18; 22%  o f these rapes occur before age 12. 
For m en, 75% o f all rapes occur before age 18, and 48%  
occur before age 12 (T jaden  and Thoennes 2000). Young 
wom en are a t higher risk o f being raped than older wom en 

(Acierno e t al. 1999).

•  Drug or alcohol use.* Binge drinking and drug use are 
related to increased rates o f victim ization (Cham pion e t al. 
2004).

•  High-risk sexual behavior. As w ith drug/alcohol use, 
researchers are trying to understand the com plex 
relationships be tw een  sexua lity  and sexual violence —

h r tp :/ / v v w w .c d c .g o v / n c ip c / fa c b h e e ts / s v la c ts .h tm 2/5/2007



t h e i r  c a u s a l i t y ,  d i r e c t io n a l i t y ,  a n d  o t h e r  e t io lo g ic  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  i n c r e a s e  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  fo r  v ic t im iz a t io n  a r e  n o t  well 
u n d e r s t o o d .  S o m e  r e s e a r c h e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e n g a g i n g  in 
h ig h - r i s k  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  is b o t h  a  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  f a c t o r  a n d  
a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  c h i ld h o o d  s e x u a l  a b u s e .  Y o u th  w ith  
m a n y  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r s  a r e  a t  i n c r e a s e d  r isk  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  
s e x u a l  a b u s e  ( H o w a r d  a n d  W a n g  2 0 0 3 ;  V a lo is  e t  a l .  1 9 9 9 ) .

•  Poverty.* P o v e r t y  m a y  m a k e  t h e  d a i ly  l iv e s  o f  w o m e n  
a n d  c h i ld r e n  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  ( e . g .  w a lk in g  a l o n e  a t  n ig h t ,  
l e s s  p a r e n t a l  s u p e r v i s i o n ) .  I t  m a y  a l s o  m a k e  t h e m  m o r e  
d e p e n d e n t  o n  m e n  fo r  s u r v iv a l  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  a b l e  t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e i r  o w n  s e x u a l i t y ,  c o n s e n t  t o  s e x ,  r e c o g n iz e  t h e i r  
o w n  v ic t im iz a t io n  o r  t o  s e e k  h e lp  w h e n  v ic t im iz e d .  T h e s e  
I s s u e s  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  t o  s e x u a l  v ic t im iz a t io n  
( J e w k e s ,  S e n ,  a n d  G a r c i a - M o r e n o  2 0 0 2 ) .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  p o o r  
w o m e n  m a y  b e  a t  r isk  f o r  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
e c o n o m i c  ( a n d ,  o f t e n ,  e d u c a t i o n a l )  s t a t u s  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  
t h e y  e n g a g e  in h ig h - r i s k  s u r v iv a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  fo r  e x a m p l e  
t r a d i n g  s e x  fo r  f o o d ,  m o n e y ,  o r  o t h e r  i t e m s  ( W e n z e l  e t  a l .  
2 0 0 4 ) .  P o v e r ty  a l s o  p u t s  w o m e n  a t  i n c r e a s e d  r isk  o f  
i n t i m a t e  p a r t n e r  v io l e n c e ,  o f  w h ic h  s e x u a l  v io l e n c e  is o f t e n  
o n e  a s p e c t .

•  Ethnicity/culture. A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  a n d  A la s k a n  N a t iv e  
w o m e n  a r e  m o r e  l ikely ( 3 4 % )  t o  r e p o r t  b e in g  r a p e d  t h a n  
A fr ican  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  ( 1 9 % ) ,  W h i te  w o m e n  ( 1 8 % )  o r  
H is p a n ic  w o m e n  ( 1 5 % )  ( T j a d e n  a n d  T h o e n n e s  2 0 0 0 ) .

Risk Factors for Perpetration 

Individual Factors

•  Alcohol and drug use*

•  Coercive sexual fantasies

•  Im pu ls ive  and antisocial tendencies

•  Preference for impersonal sex

•  Hostility towards wom en

•  Hyperm ascu lin ity

•  Childhood history o f sexual and physici I abuse*

•  W itnessed fam ily violence as a child

Relationship Factors

•  Association w ith sexually aggressive and delinquent peers

•  Fam ily environm en t characterized by physical violence and 

few  resources

•  Strong patriarchal relationship or familial environm ent

•  Em otionally unsupportive familial environm en t

Community Factors
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•  Poverty

•  Societa l norm s tha t support sexual vio lence

•  Societal norms that support m ale superiority and sexual 

en titlem en t

•  Societa l norms that maintain w om en 's  inferiority and 

sexual subm issiveness

•  W eak  laws and policies related to gender equ ity

•  High tolerance levels o f crime and o ther form s o f vio lence

Protective Factors

Protective factors m ay lessen th e  likelihood o f sexual violence 
victim ization or perpetration, and ex is t a t individual, relational, 
com m un ity, and societal levels. A lthough less is known about 
protective factors, the  literature suggests m easures to preven t 
potentia l perpetrators. Som e exam ples  for youth  are 
connectedness w ith  school, friends and adults in the com m unity, 
and em otional health (Borowsky et al 1997).
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