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D r iv e r ’s L ic e n se : A lc o h o l A w a re n e s s
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H o u s e  B ill 75  c o n t in u e s  m y  e f fo r ts  to  im p ro v e  a lc o h o l m a n a g e m e n t a n d  a w a re n e s s  

in  A la sk a .

It s t ip u la te s  th a t a  d r iv e r s ’ l ic e n s e  is su e d  to  a p e rso n  u n d e r  21 y e a rs  o f  a g e  w ill 
e x p i re  9 0  d a y s  a f te r  th e  p e rs o n  tu rn s  21 .

It fu r th e r  re q u ire s  th a i a  p e r s o n  a p p ly in g  fo r a  n e w  l ic e n s e  a f te r  e x p ira t io n  u p o n  
tu rn in g  21 m u s t p a s s  a  te s t r e la t in g  to  a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g  a w a re n e s s  a n d  sa fe ty , 
b e fo re  th e  n e w  lic e n s e  m a y  b e  is s u e d . T h e  te s t w ill b e  d e s ig n e d  b y  th e  D iv is io n  o f  
M o to r  V e h ic le s , a n d  it is m y  in te n t  th a t M A D D  p a r t ic ip a te  in th e  p ro c e s s

T h e  lic e n se  fo r  a  p e rs o n  21 a n d  o ld e r  w ill lo o k  to ta l ly  d if f e re n t  fro m  th e  o n e  fo r  a 
p e rs o n  u n d e r  2 1 . T h is  v e ry  v is ib le  d if f e re n c e  w ill m a k e  it e a s ie r  fo r  re ta il c le rk s  
a n d  o n -p re m is e  l ic e n s e s /s e rv e r s  to  d e te c t  m in o rs  f ro m  a d u lts ,  h o p e fu lly  
s ig n if ic a n t ly  re d u c in g  u n d e r - a g e  d r in k in g  in  A la s k a .

P le a s e  jo in  m e  in  s u p p o r t in g  th is  im p o r ta n t  p ie c e  o f  le g is la t io n .

E-Mail Representative Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak.us
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CS F O R  H O U SE B ILL N O. 75( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FrFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY
Offered :
Refe rred :
Sponsor(s) : R EPRESENTAT IVES  RAM RAS , Craw ford , Foster

A B IL L

F O R  AN A CT E N T IT L E D

"A n  A ct rela ting  to d r iv e r 's  licenses and  to alcohol an d  d ru g  aw areness and  safety

testing ; and  provid ing  fo r a n  effective da te ."

B E  IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.15 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.15.085. A lcohol and  d ru g  aw areness a n d  safety exam ination of 

app lican ts. Notwithstanding another provision o f this chapter and in addition to other 

requirements, a person applying for a new license after expiration of the person's 

license on reaching 21 years of age under AS 28.15.099 must pass a test developed 

and administered by the department regarding alcohol and drug awareness and safety 

and the laws relating to alcohol, drugs, and driving before the license may be issued or 

renewed.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.15 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.15.099. E x p ira tio n  and  renew al o f license issued to person  un d er 

21 years of age. Notwithstanding another provision o f this chapter, a driver's license
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issued to a person under 21 years of age expires 90 days after the person reaches 21 

years of age.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1, 2008.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

2007 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  B i l l  V e r s i o n :  C S H B  7 5 ( S T A )

( H )  P u b l i s h  D a t e :  2 / 1 2 / 0 7

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: _1_________

R e v i s i o n  D a t e / T i m e  ( N o t e  i f  c o r r e c t i o n ) :  D e p t .  A f f e c t e d ; __________________ A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

T i t l e  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e s  a n d ________________ R D U  D i v i s i o n  o f  M o t o r  V e h i c l e s

_________________________ a l c o h o l  a w a r e n e s s  t e s t i n g " __________________________________________C o m p o n e n t  M o t o r  V e h i c l e s ____________________

S p o n s o r  R e p .  R a m r a s ____________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________

R e q u e s t e r  ( H )  S T A _______________________________________________________________________ C o m p o n e n t  N o .  2 3 4 8 ___________

Expend itu res/R evenues______________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
N o t e :  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n f l a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e l o w .

OPERATING  EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 0

T r a v e l 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0

C o n t r a c t u a l 5 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 c.o 0 . 0 0 0

S u p p l i e s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

E q u i p m e n t 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

L a n d  &  S t r u c t u r e s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

G r a n t s  &  C l a i m s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

TO TAL  OPERATING 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAP ITAL EXPENDITURES 0 . 0  I 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0  I

ICH ANG E  IN R EVENUES  ( ) |______________ O O j ________________ O O j ______________ 0 . 0  |  0 . 0  |  0 . 0  |________________O O j

FUND SOURCE ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 o . c

1 0 0 3  G F  M a t c h 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

1 0 0 4  G F 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

1 0 0 5  G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

1 0 3 7  G F / M e n l a l  H e a l t h 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 0

1 1 5 6  R e c i e p t  S u p p o r t e d  S r  r v i c e s 5 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

TO TAL 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0_____
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY  2008 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
F u l l - t i m e 0 0 0 0 0 0

P a r t - t i m e 0 0 0 0 0 0

T e m p o r a r y 0 0 0 0 0 0

AN ALYS IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation will require that an applicant for an original Alaska Driver’s License, over age 21, take and 

pass a separate knowledge (written) test specific to alcohol awareness. The 1-time cost is to contract with 

our t  , vare provider for programing this new test into our exisiting testing machines.

P r e p a r e d  b y :  D u a n e  B a n n o c k ,  d i r e c t o r __________________________________________________________________  P h o n e  4 6 5 - 2 2 0 0

D i v i s i o n  M o t o r  V e h i c l e s ______________________________________________________________________________________ D a t e / T i m e  2 / 2 / 0 7  1 2 : 0 0  P M

Approved by: Kevin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner____________________  Date 2/5/2007_____
Agency Department of Administration_________________________

iRev.sed 9/18/2006 OMB| Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r :  

B i l l  V e r s i o n :

( H  ) P u b l i s h  D a t e :

R e v i s i o n  D a l e / T i m e  ( N o t e  i f c o r r e c t i o n ) :  D e p t .  A f f e c t e d :

D R I V E R S  L I C E N S E :  A L C O H O L  

A W A R E N E S S / M I N O R

STATE OF ALASKA

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

T i t l e

C S H B  7 5 ( S T A )

2 / 2 6 / 0 7

H e a l t h  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

R D U B e h a v i o r a l  H e a l t h

C o m p o n e n t  A l c o h o l  S a f e t y  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m

R A M R A SS p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t e r  

Expend itu res/R evenues

H O U S E  ( F I N ) C o m p o n e n t  N o .  

(Thousands of Dollars)

3 0 5

N o t e  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n f l a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e l o w .

OPERATING  EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

T r a v e l

C o n t r a c t u a l

S u p p l i e s

E q u i p m e n t

L a n d  &  S t r u c t u r e s

G r a n t s  &  C l a i m s

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

TO TAL  O PERATING 0 . 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I

C H ANG E IN R EVEN U ES  (0)

FUND SOURCE ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s

1 0 0 3  G F  M a t c h

1 0 0 4  G F

1 0 3 7  G F / M e n t a l  H e a l t h

O t h e r ( S p e c i f y  T y p e - d o  n o t  a b b r e v i a t e )

O t h e r ( S p e c i f y  T y p e - d o  n o t  a b b r e v i a t e )

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: ____________
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY  2008 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
F u l l - t i m e

P a r t - t i m e

T e m p o r a r y

AN ALYS IS : (Attach a separate page it necessary)

HB75 desc r ib es  an  act relating to driver's licensing and  alcohol a w a re n e s s  testing for 
th o se  licensed drivers in A laska who a re  turning 21 y ea rs  old, and  returning their 
"under 2 1 " driver’s  license in order to receive the full privileged adult license.

There  will be  no fiscal impact to the division.

P r e p a r e d  b y :  S t a c y  T o n e r ,  A c t i n g  D i v i s i o n  D i r e c t o r P h o n e  4 6 5 - 2 8 1 7

D i v i s i o n  B e h a v i o r a l  H e a l t h D a t e / T i m e  0 2 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 7

A p p r o v e d  b y :  K a r l e e n  J a c k s o n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r D a t e  0 2 / 2 2 / 2 0 0 7

A g e n c y D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

(Revisoo 3/7/2005 GMB) Page 1 of 1



House Bill 75. Driver's License Minor/Adult

Cost of a first-time DUI $22,000

Additional cost for a private attorney 8.000
(with no guaran tee o f winning)

TOTAL $30,000

Cost of an education

University of Alaska 30-credit Certificate, e .g .
W elding/Materials Technology 
Com puter Applications 
Finance
General Business 
Human R esources 
International Business 
Marketing
Public M anagem ent
Tourism $ 9,000
(Includes m aterials)

Univ. o f Alaska 60-credit A ssociates D egree, e .g .
Applied Business
Culinary Arts $18,000
(Includes m aterials)

University o f Alaska 4-year Bachelor's D egree $24,000
(Tuition, books, fees, misc.)

U.S. averaqe public University Bachelor's d egree
'06-07 cost $16,357/yr X 4 $65,428

Ability to Purchase a Home

With $20,000 down and a yearly incom e of $50,000, 
a buyer could qualify for a 15-year loan on a $200,000 home.



A b ility  t o  g e t  a  jo b

Com panies have strict guidelines for job s that require driving "in 
order to perform essential duties." Municipality o f Anchorage, e .g:

0-3 years 4-5 years 6-10years 11  years +

1st DUI no hire OK OK OK
2nd DUI no hire no hire no hire OK
3 or more no hire no hire no hire no hire

N u m b e r  o f  v e n d o r s  c a u g h t  in A .B .C . " s t in g s "

Com pliance
Checks

Failures Leakage
Rates

FY 04 580 35 6%

FY 05 397 68 15 %

FY 06 1013 266 26%

N o t iu s t  a b o u t  " e d u c a t in a  m in o r s  r e a a r d in a  a lc o h o l"

T he license authorized in this bill gives purveyors of alcohol the 
ability to instantly d etect w hether a custom er is a minor or not.

At a g e  2 1, you're either an adult or a minor. With autom atic license 
expiration within 90 days after turning 2 1, it should be easier for 
retail clerks and on-prem ise licenses/servers to detect minors from 
adults.



S a m p l e  T e s t  Q u e s t i o n s  

f r o m  D . M . V ,



FEB-06-2007 TIE 03:49 PH JUNEAU DHV 
T tr. > I AM A SAMPLE General Knowledge | 02*06-2007

FAX NO. 907 465 5509 P.
P ige2 o f 4

^ /h a r^ m if^ f^ m a ^ o w a y s & M to n to a o n o w iy t^ M t which path should you foWow?
Patti A

IA  dashed whits tins on a muiii-iana roadway m eant;

Passing it permitted Into any lane.

Passing Is prohibited.

T —“ 7*-J (& . [Cl Passing is permitted into attaining Ians across 
dashed white line.

nvaived In more thar half of ad traffic deaths. [5 ]  rarely involved in any traffic crashes.

the cause of sll traffic crashes. AT) involved only In traffic crashes whan death doesn't 
occur. _____________

i Yol are stopped at a railroad crossing and the train hsa just passed. Voti can:

[A] Look to see of another train is coming and then [ g l  Pull aside to have a better view snd then erase the 
—  cross the tracks if dear. tracks. _________

I Start to cross the tracks. p )  Wait 20 seconds to crass toe tracks.

Siower m ov'ng vah ides  on a multl-lane highway should: _______________

[ a ]  use either lane ffjfl Use right hand lane

Use left hand lane fp) Use lane with least traffic



uj/ur/suur ii:it riu w

FEB-06-2007 TUE 03:49 PM JUfCflU DMV
Test > I A M  A  SAMPLE | General Knowledge 102-06-2007

FAX NO. 907 465 5509 P. 09
Pag*3 of4

A sirar l« in operation on en emongenoy vahjcfe. You muat
j^] SJow down and drk« with caution | g ]  Stop whara you ere

fg ]  Drive to (he nearest Intersection and stop | f i |  Pull ovar to the side and stop deer of intersection

| When you see the sign below, you ana eflowed to:
Enter (ha street if you're only going less than one 
Mock.

Enter the street If the wBather conditions are ideal

Drive in reverse into the street if you're only going lass 
than a  block.

None of these

I jfU ryflSM M  A conviction of recMeea driving will result In: _i
A warning for the Vat occurrence, and a $50 fine in 
the second.

fg} A $50 fine and 4 points on your record.

^ ' M F R f C l  Suspension of the privilege to drive. fg ]  Revocation of the license to drive.

You are driving on a highway with separated roadways with two or more lanes in each direction. A school bus has 
<a£&9EntQistooped in the opposite direction.

Y o u  m u s t  * toP  unt11 ***rad ll8hM *t°P flashing. [g ]  You must slow down.

You can proceed at 15 miles par hour. [p j  You need not stop.

You must indicate your intention to turn at least before turn ing .

^ j f A l  100 feet 0  50 feat
[g ]  300 feet

Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) is a  crime which carries mandatory JaH sentence. What Is the minimum jail time
y o u  wBl oat in a first conviction tor DW17 ______
A ] 96 consecutive hours f g |  20 consecutive days

Cf 10 consecutive days jQ  72 consecutive hours

At an intersection with a traffic light showing a left green arrow, you should:
[Aj Stop, than make the lari turn fg) Walt until the light turns green

[g ]  Turn left when Intaraection is clear fg ]  Always speed up and quickly turn left.

2/61007
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FEB-06-2007 TUE 03:49 PH JUNEAU DHV
Test > I A M  A  SAMPLE I General Knowledge 102-06-2007

FAX NO. 907 465 5509
•ilv&A

P. 11
Page I of4

A la ska  D epartm en t o f M o tor V eh ic le *  
D river 's  L ic en se  Tes t

|l  A M  A  S A M P L E  

j General Knowledge

I Juneau Office

120 Questiona

j Tn *  school zone speed limit i»:

123^5*7804

02-06-2007

25 Minutes

{ [ / □  Only enforced when kids are arriving or leaving tne [fJH Only enforced when weather conditions ana less 
j — school prernaei.___________________   than Ideal.

I ( 2 ) mil* * p8r hour [q |  25 miles per hour

I W hen jack ing  up your vehicle you should._________

( A ] u “  only your mirror to look out for things to the
rear

I Turn your Cody and head to the right to look out the [0] None nf these 
r e v  w indow.

Honk your horn so pedestrians and other vehicles 
know whet your are doing

I Driving under leas than Ideal conditions requires you to adjust your speed h :

|[ A |  O ther traffic W eather conditions’

| fff]  Existing road conditions [Qj AH of thaae

I Th e  first thing effected after drinking alcohol ia a person's:

| [ A l  Speech____________  [g ) Judgment

! g j  Balance [ Q  Vision

upon the approach o f e  vah ida displaying a fleshing blue or red light the lew requires that you m ust___________

[ A ] Stop w here you are_____________________________  [ft] Drive to ths nearest intersection A stop

| |C ]  the side & stop d ee r  of any intersection J ^ j  S low  down A drive with caution

Mandatory Insurance laws require that proof of insurance be provided when involved In a crash. The penalty for 
driving wffliout motor vah ida  llaM ity Insurance Is license suspension for a minimum of:

O ne of the penalties for Driving U n d w  the Influence (DUI) or refusal to submit to a chemical test is loss of license^ 
for not less than:

Six months. 1b] so d«y*
60 days [P] 30 days

2/6/2007
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FEB-C6-2:C7 TIE C3'51 PM JUNEAU DMV

~rr' > I A M  A  S.AMP IE | General Knowledge ; 02-06-2007

FAX NO. 907 465 5509 P. 16

Ptge2 of4

What dees tne sotlo red arrow mean?

| [ A | Stop and do not turn untf the arrow M rte to green.

Left (urns ere not permitted.

j f p j  Stop and then proceed only when H is safe tn do so.

•!
[i 1

(D ]N one of these

E W  A n t *  o r  m c n g ,  ( j o i n g  m u  i w i o w i n g  c a n  n a i g  y w j  f c o o s r  

$ 3 | A l  D r . n h  d i b c k  c o f f e e .  The c a f f e i n e  accelerate 
d e t o x  f i c a o c n

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[ B ]  T a k e  a  c o l d  s h o w e r .

m n  Wait a  p s n o d  o f  time. Only time will eliminate t h e  

0 $ —  e f f e c t s  o f  alcohol.
[ p ]  N o n e  o f  t h e s e

A  dashed ye low l i n e  on a roadway means:

[ft] N o  passing zone

[ g | Passing permitted when safe

[ffi Residential district

fp ]  A  speed zone

--------------------- -------= -----------= i __ --------------------------------------------------------------
W hen entenng a controlled access highway-freeway it Is important:

lA ]  Get up !o speed jusi as quickly as possible. B  j M ove directly into the right hand (raffle lane.

EMm h
[C l Make your vemcie noticed so tnat tne drivers 

already on the roadway will yield and let you in.
[5] Use the acceleration lane before merging into the 

traffic stream.

If y o j are invo vec n 0  traffic crash, you musl notify the police as soon as possible, and must submit proof of
insurance to D M V  within 15 days.

[A  | Cnly if the-3 is prooer.y damngo of 52000.00 or 
more

[fj] If there Is death or personal injury or proparty 
—  damage of $501.00 or more

B K "C] Only if there is property damage o ' $1000.00 or 
more

[p] Only if there is death or personal injury

2/6/2007
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FEB-06-2007 TUE 03:51 PH JUNEAU DMV
ua»

FAX NO. 907 465 5509

Ti*’ > I A M  A  SAMPLE | General Knowledge | 02-06-2007

«|V*«
p. 16

Page 4 of 4

I If you are about to mles your exit from a controlled hichwey-fragway you should:
Pull over to the right and care fully beck up to the Continue on to the next mdt.
exit ramp.

fnl Signal your intentions, break, and move sharply to 
ripnt. _____

You are presumed driving under the influence I f  the alcohol concentration of your breath is or more: 

08% flST-OS*

C l 10% E H 0*

2/6/200:
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Educated bill has prevention 
potential

K udos to  Rep. J a y  R a m ra s ,  R -F a irb an k s ,  o f  
H ouse  D istric t 10  for pre-filing a bill t h a t  g o e s  
b e y o n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  s t r e s s e s  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  
of e d u c a t in g  d r iv e rs  on th e  d a n g e r s  o f  a lcohol 
a n d  r e s p o n s ib le  d rink ing  p rac t ice s .

A ccording to  a J a n .  4  p re s s  r e le a s e ,  leg is la t ion  
p a s s e d  th ro u g h  th e  pre-f iled  bill w ou ld  re q u ire  
th o s e  2 1  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o ld e r  ap p ly in g  fo r  a  new  
license  o r  re n e w in g  a  license  for t h e  firs t t im e  to  
p a s s  a t e s t  r e g a rd in g  alcohol a w a r e n e s s ,  s a fe ty  
a n d  th e  law s re la ting  to  alcohol a n d  driv ing  
b e fo re  a license  is i s su ed  o r  r e n e w e d .

T he  r e le a s e  sa id  R a m ra s  p lan s  to  inv ite  M others  
A ga ins t  D runk  Driving officials to  w ork  w ith  th e  
Division of M otor Vehicles in c re a t in g  t h e  alcohol 
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  s a fe ty  t e s t  to  re in fo rc e  t h e  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  re sp o n s ib le  driving p ra c t ic e s  for 
th o s e  w ho  a r e  legally ab le  to  d rink  a lcoho l.

T he  new  law w ould  also  s e e k  to  r e d u c e  m in o r  
alcohol c o n s u m p t io n ,  s ince  th e  l icen se  o f  a  d r iv e r  
who p a s s e s  th e  t e s t  w ould  differ in a p p e a r a n c e  
from  o n e  is su ed  to  a m inor ,  allow ing t h o s e  w ho 
a r e  u n d e r  2 1  to  b e  easily  reco g n iz e d  by 
b u s in e s s e s  t h a t  s e r v e  a n d  sell a lcoho l.

We all know  y o u th  w ho w a n t  to  d r ink  c a n  be  very  
c re a t iv e  in how  th e y  o b ta in  alcohol, b u t  R a m ra s '  
p ro p o s e d  leg is la tion  is o n e  m o re  s t e p  to w a rd  
c re a t in g  re sp o n s ib le  d r iv e rs  by fu r th e r  
re in forc ing  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  r e sp o n s ib le  
drink ing  b eh av io r .

No o n e  can  d is c o u n t  t h e  s t e p s  t a k e n  for y o u th  a s
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f a r  a s  e d u c a t io n  g o e s .  A n c h o ra g e  Police 
D e p a r tm e n t  schoo l r e s o u rc e  officers w ork  
reg u la r ly  w ithin  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  School D istric t to  
e d u c a t e  y o u th  a b o u t  th e  d a n g e r s  of d r u g s  a n d  
alcohol th ro u g h  th e  D rug A b u se  R e s is ta n c e  
E duca tion  p ro g ra m .

T he  m e s s a g e  o f  n o t  driv ing  w hile in to x ica ted  is 
f u r th e r  re in fo rc ed  fo r  y o u n g  d r iv e rs  p r io r  to  
o b ta in in g  a l ic en se  th ro u g h  th e  DMV's s ta n d a r d  
te s t in g ,  b u t  how  m a n y  of th e m  r e m a in  a w a re  of 
w h a t  t h e  law s a n d  r e p e rc u s s io n s  a r e  b e y o n d  th e  
o n e  o r  tw o  q u e s t io n s  th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  to  a n s w e r  
to  o b ta in  o r  qualify  for a  l icen se?

T h e  b e s t  fo rm  of p re v e n t io n  is e d u c a t io n ,  an d  
R a m ra s '  p ro p o s e d  leg is la t ion  t a k e s  a v a lu ab le  
s t e p  to w a rd  re in fo rc ing  t h a t  in s tru c t io n  s h o u ld n 't  
e n d  for y o u n g  d r iv e rs  w ho  a r e  no lo n g e r  in 
schoo l.  Providing ad d i t io n a l  r e in fo rc e m e n t  of th e  
im p o r ta n c e  of d rink ing  re s p o n s ib ly  will g o  a long 
w ay  to w a rd  re in fo rc ing  law s a n d  s a v in g  lives 
b e fo re  i r re sp o n s ib le  h a b i ts  can  b e  fo rm e d  by 
d r iv e rs  w ho  h a v e  left t h e  c la s s rc o m  b e h in d .

I t 's  all to o  e a s y  fo r  y o u n g  d r iv e rs  to  e m b r a c e  th e  
r ig h t  to  d rink  w h e n  th e y  tu rn  2 1  a n d  fo rg e t  
e v e ry th in g  t h a t  w as  s t r e s s e d  y e a r s  b e fo re  o r  for 
e d u c a to r s  to  s a y  th e y 'v e  d o n e  th e i r  p a r t  in telling 
th e m  th e  ru les .  In t h e  en d ,  its e a c h  d r iv e r 's  
re spons ib il i ty  to  m a k e  th e  r ig h t  dec is ion , and  no 
d r iv e r  can  p lead  ig n o ra n c e  of t h e  law s t h a t  
g o v e rn  alcohol c o n s u m p t io n  a n d  driv ing , b u t  
t h e r e  is no  h a rm  in giving d r iv e rs  a r e m in d e r  a n d  
re in fo rc ing  laws, pa r t icu la r ly  w h e n  th e y  a r e  
r e a c h in g  a n  a g e  of c h a n g e ,  su c h  a s  t h o s e  w ho 
a r e  b e c o m in g  legally  ab le  to  drink.

Driving while in to x ica ted  is n o t  a v ic t im less  
c r im e . T h o se  w ho  drive  u n d e r  th e  in f lu en ce  of 
a lcohol t r a n s fo rm  th e i r  veh ic le  in to  a  w e a p o n  a n d  
t h r e a t e n  t h e  life of e v e ry o n e  sh a r in g  t h e  s t r e e t s  
w ith  t h e m .  I h a v e  no  pity fo r  d r iv e rs  w ho  m a k e  
th e  co n sc io u s  ch o ice  to  clim b b eh in d  t h e  w hee l 
while in to x ica ted  only  to  e n d  up  in h e  b a c k  s e a t  
o f  a police car .  H ow ever ,  it m a k e s  s e n s e  to  give 
th e m  a g e n t le  r e m in d e r  of t h e  law s g o v e rn in g  
d rink ing  a n d  driv ing b e fo re  th e y  o r  s o m e o n e  e lse  
p a y s  with th e i r  life.
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O th e r  leg is la to rs  sh o u ld  t a k e  a  c u e  fro m  R a m ra s  
a n d  p u s h  th ro u g h  w h a t  is a  s im p le  w a y  to  help  
k e e p  o u r  ro a d w a y s  a n d  c i t izen s  s a fe r .  W hile I 
know  th e r e  is no  c u re  fo r  t h e  h u m a n  te n d e n c y  to  
fo re g o  c o m m o n  s e n s e  in t h e  w a k e  o f  a n ig h t  of 
d rink ing , p e r h a p s  add it io n a l  e d u c a t io n  will 
re in fo rce  fo r  y o u n g  d r iv e rs  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  of 
p lan n in g  b e fo re  p a r ty in g  a n d  t h e  v e ry  real 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e i r  a c t io n s  b e fo re  th e y  e n d  up 
with a  MADD m o th e r  o f  th e i r  ow n .

- Mary M. Rail

This article published in The A laska S ta r  on Thursday, 

January 11, 2007.
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