


To the Members of the Alaska State Senate,

Educa tors across Alaska and th e na tio n s tr ive to  de live r a jam  packed cu ltu ra l and co n te n t driven 

cu rr icu lum . S tuden ts focus on th e ir te x t books w ith  the goals o f m aste ring m a te r ia l and m ee ting the 

s tanda rds . The best te x t books are chosen, teache rs rece ive b e tte r tra in in g to  m ee t th e s tu d en t needs 

as th e y in te g ra te te chno lo gy as bo th a teach ing to o l and a to o l fo r s tuden ts . Let's ta ke one m ore step 

fo rw a rd .

S tuden ts need m o re than te x t books fo r th e ir learn ing . S tuden ts need to tra n s it io n th e lea rn ing from  

th e books to  rea l life circum stances and app lica tions o f w h a t th e y learn to  w ha t occurs in th e real w o rld . 

S tuden ts need to lis ten to  the sto ries from  th e ir e lde r and those adu lts w ho accom p lished goals and 

been in sp ira tio na l to  o the rs . As s tuden ts bu ild th e ir educa tio na l and life skills, th e y need to  re fle c t on 

th e accom p lishm en ts o f th e peop le o f Alaska.

D u ring he r life t im e and in he r passing, Susan Bucher exem p lifie d w ha t it takes to  be th e k ind o f Alaskan 

th a t th a t con tin ue s to  make Alaska an in c re d ib le s ta te .

A lth ou gh Susan's life and b rea th was he r fam ily —  hum an and can ine, th e passage o f th is b ill has a grea t 

dea l to  do w ith  sled dogs, bu t has even m o re to  do w ith  p resen tin g th e you th o f th is s ta te w ith  a kind o f 

ro le m ode l to  he lp teach respect, respons ib ility , perseverance , in it ia tiv e , se lf con fid ence , courage, and 

o th e r cha ra c te r tra its th a t we w ish to  see in the you th o f today .

Susan lived these tra its and in he r passing, she is rem em be red no t ju s t fo r he r accom p lishm en ts w ith  her 

dog team , bu t m o re so, she is rem em be red fo r the im pac t she's le ft upon those in Alaska and beyond 

dem ons tra tin g th e tra its necessary fo r life long lea rn ing and success.

I encourage you to  pass th is bill and know th a t th e s ta te o f Alaska is ready to em brace o u r A laskan hero, 

Susan Bu tche r. The passage o f th is bill is sym bo lic o f the steps we take as a sta te to  he lp ou r you th and 

th e com m un itie s o f Alaska.

S incerely,

40«

Diane Johnson

D ire c to r o f Educa tion 

Id ita ro d Tra il Sled Dog Race 
d iohnson(S )id ita rod .com

605 228 6071
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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H IN G T O N

April 1, 1987

Dear Ms. Butcher:

Congratulations on your 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog

outstanding victory in the 1987 
Race. Tou can be proud of your 

second consecutive triumph in what, I understand, is aptly 
called "The Last Great Race on Barth." Writing you at the 
end o f the Iditarod Is glettlng to be a habit.

Your record time is a tribute to your obviously tremendous 
stamina and skill and to your love for tha greet Alaskan 
wilderness. I'm sure there are a few other fact ore you 
credit for your first-place finish —  Mattie and Granite 
and the whole remarkable team of dogs who were your 
power source and your constant companions. I am told that 
preparation for this grueling competition la a year-round 
occupation, and that you intend to begin your labors for 
the 1988 race almost right away. That kind of dedication ia 
well in keeping with the spirit of courage and sacrifice that
built this Nation.

You have won a race from Anchorage to Nome, but the 
news of your success has traveled from coast to coast, and 
your renown stretches from Norton Sound to the banks of 
the Charles and the shores of the Chesapeake.

Nancy and I are pleased to join the people of Alaska, your 
family and your friends in cheering your achievement. 
Congratulations, again, and God bless you.

Sincerely,

Ms. Susan Butcher

Eureka, Alaska



THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H IN G T O N

July 16, 1987

Dear Ms. Butcher:

It was a special pleasure to greet you, 
following your victory in the 1987 Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog Race, when you cane to the 
White House w i t h  Senators Frank Murkowski 
and Ted Stevens and Congressman Don Young. 
Again, m y  congratulations on your outstanding 
achiev e m e n t .

Many thanks for the thoughtful mementos which 
y ou brought for me. I'm pleased to have 
these wonderful keepsakes of a champion 
friend.

Nancy joins me in sending you our best wishes 
for the future.

Sincerely,

Ms. Susan Butcher

E u r e k a , Alaska
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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H IN O T O N

Tun* 12, 1990

Dear Susan:

I was delighted to m I c o m  y o u  t o  the White House 
as the 1990 Iditarod Sled Dog Competition Winner. 
M y  congratulations to you o n  again capturing this 
outstanding honor.

Many thanks for the framed picture of you and 
your dogs at the finish line and the envelope 
autographed by members of the Iditarod Official 
Finisher's club. Barbara and I appreciate these 
tokens of friendship from y o u  and your colleagues.

Best regards,

Sincerely,

/ :

Mrs. Susan Butcher 
General Delivery 
Manley, Alaska 99756
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A V O N
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MEW YORK, Mr 10010- I |f«

BRIAN C. CONHOllT
C.oui VIC* MESIOENT May g 1 ggg
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Ms. Susan Butcher 
P .O . Box 60249 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706

Dear Susan.

I hope this note finds you and your family safe at home in the wilderness of 
Alaska. I have a smile on my face because I am looking out my office window 
at Rockefeller Center knowing this is probably the last place on earth you would 
like for a  Bfe. . .  ha, hal It’s  my first day in the office since you spoke at our 
“Sa les Manager Convention” in Las Vegas. I don't like to use superlatives, but in 
this case I mu st . . .  “you are the most incredible, down-to-earth speaker with the 
most inspirational life story of the soul of a champion I have ever heard.”

Our management team was so moved by your simple, sincere story of setting 
goals and being so passionately driven and committed to their achievement. I 
can tell you from my 20 years of experience at Avon, that your one hour on 
stage will last a  lifetime to the people in attendance. Many years from now,
Sales Managers will remember your message as a Woridclass benchmark for 
comparison purposes. And if you had a book to sefl when you left the stage last 
week, it would be on the New York Times “Best Sellers” list this week.

I personally was awe-struck by your message and the humility and humor with 
which you delivered It. I will spare you the story, bul I am one of eight children in 
a family that grew up within a very healthy competiiive sports environment I 
follow sports, but I am not a “freak” about them .. .  I am more interested in the 
competition than the outcome. The point of me telling you this is that I have 
always wanted to look into the soul of a Worldciass competitor, ones such as 
Michael Jordan, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Jack  Nichlaus and others. Unfortunately,

continued.. .

m  J'2 242-8 510 RAX 212 2E2-8677 E-MAIL kilo*.con»«llr*<>vo».c»*
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Ms. Susan Butcher Page 2

my insight is only through the media which, I believe, is too worried about sellng 
magazines and athletes too worried about their public image; therefore, it is 
almost impossfcle to see the depth that motivates them. Maybe now you will 
understand why I felt blessed to have heard you tell your story, it was an historic 
day for me, thanks!

I wish you and your family the best, and I am sending along, under separate 
cover within the next several weeks, som e products that may be  of use to you or 
your team. Somehow I know when the opportunity is right, you will get a chance 
in an even larger forum tc ted your story to the people at Avon, and I look 
forward to that day.

AH the best,

Sincerely,

B. C. C. 
.tav
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Ms. Susan Butcher 
Trailbreaker Kennels 
P.O Box 60249 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706

Dear Susan:

We are writing to express our sincere appreciation for your recent participation in 
the 2005 International Achievement Summit in New York City.

From the opening symposium at The Metropolitan Museum of Art to the festive 
conclusion of the Banquet of the Golden Plate ceremonies, the Academy’s 
44lh annual Summit was an inspiration for all the attendees. Your presence and 
active engagement in the Summit’s events helped to make it a truly unforgettable 
experience for the 260 student delegates from more than 40 countries, as well as 
for the Academy members and new honorees.

Thank you once more for making time in your busy schedule to attend the 2005 
Achievement Summit, and we look forward to seeing you and David again soon.

v b w  Wishes,

Wayne R. Reynolds 
Chaiphan and CEO

Catherine B. Riejmolds 
Summit Host Chairman

(M
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Susan Butcher Quotes

"1 got to know her by being u little guv on the sideline, not wanting to be Susan Butcher 
but be like her. W hen I grew up there w ere  a few people in this sport that stood out and 
she was one o f  them. She was not only a role m odel in our sport but in our family as 
well. She will be one  o f  those people that will be talked about forever one o f  those 
people who stood out in the world. Everybody knows Susan Butcher, o r  o f  her, she will 
be rem em bered  for years and years. I'll a lways be an admirer o f  her and she will be 
deeply  m issed  "

- Lance Mackey

“Tennyson said, ‘W e are here to live a m ean ing  full life. A meaningful life is one  where 
w e inspire only one other p erson’ .I f  that is the definition then Susan lived thousands
o f  lives.”

- George Lucas

"She is som eone who everybody knows...W hen we had the Anchorage Organizing 
C om m ittee  bid w e  traveled all over the world prom oting  Anchorage as a site for the 
W inter Olympics. There  was one person who everybody in the world had heard of, she 
was named by Sports Illustrated as one o f  the 100 greatest female athletes o f  all time. 
Som ebody we all love.. .  Susan Butcher”

• Rick IWystrom

“ M any years ago Reader's Digest used to do a feature on
‘unforgettable characters’. I had the privilege o f  interviewing thousands o f  people in 
nineteen years o f  G ood M orning America. Susan was one o f  those you ju s t  don't forget. 
And I'm not exactly sure why. Yes, she had done som ething extraordinary - for m an or 
woman. But it was her spirit that I found so appealing And there was a wonderful peace 
and grace about her being - a spirituality perhaps that nust have com e to the fore when 
she was alone com m uning  with forbidding surroundings. Her passing is a great loss - s h e  
had m any admirers. I am am ong  them ."

- Charlie Gibson

“ W hen I turn my thoughts to her, I see her face and feel her spirit so strongly. She 
appears as I knew her - strong, vital, fun, real. Susan was very present in m y life. I would 
say I would miss her, but, oddly, I don't, because she still feels present in m y life and 
always will. When I face tough circumstances, I will draw on that presence for 
inspiration, courage, and determ ination.”

- Andrew Weil



“ I have had the opportunity  to witness the extraordinary impact she had on the young 
w om en o f  the United States o f  America. Susan w as inducted into the Am erican Academ y 
o f  A chievem ent in 1988 and each year spoke to the outstanding future leaders o f  the 
World. She was always and inspiration to young wom en with her outstanding 
achievem ents and reflected so favorably on our state o f  Alaska.

1 am told that the bill to honor Susan passed the H ouse and is awaiting action by the 
Senate. A ny  favorable consideration you could show would be most appreciated.”

- Joseph \V. Ralston, General, USAF (Ret)

“ She was know n throughout the world. 1 give thanks for the gift o f  her life, her loving 
spirit, her everlasting smile, friendship and kindness w'ill never be forgotten. W e will 
miss her but she will live on in our hearts.”

- Herbie Nayukpuk, from a prayer he gave for Susan

“ ....He lovingly growls o f  his friend Susan Butcher..."W hat a broad.
She has a brain and a sense o f  hum or." A suprem e C lancy com plem ent.”

- Tom Clancy

“ W e endorse  the passage o f  HB 37, a day to honor Susan Butcher. She was an 
inspiration to all she met and well deserving o f  this recognition. She was the face o f  
Alaska to the rest o f  the world and an exam ple hard work, focus, dedication and 
com m itm ent, to girls and wom en everyw here.”

Dorothy Hamill
1976 Gold Medal Olympic Figure Skating 

Kathy Kennedy
Academy Award winning producer 
“Shindlers List”
“Seabiscuit”
“Jurassic Park”, and many others.

Mellody Hobson
President of Ariel Capital Management
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Representative D a v i d  Guttenberg

SPO N SO R  ST A T E M E N T

House B ill 37 
“ A n A ct estab lish ing  th e  firs t S a tu rd a y  o f  every  M arch  as 

S usan  B u tch e r D ay ."

No one exem plified the ideals o f  Alaska better than Susan Howlett Butcher. Resourceful, 
self-reliant, generous, adventuresome, and tough, Susan was the worldwide face o f  not just 
A laska’s state sport o f  dog m ushing but o f  the Great Land itself. As the Twenty-fourth Alaska 
Legislature noted in its Citation In Memoriam, her death August 5, 2006 was as if  one o f  the 
stars had fallen from A laska’s flag.

HB 3 / honors Susan Butcher by establishing a ceremonial state holiday in her name on 
the traditional start date o f  the Iditarod Trail sled dog race.

Susan cam e to Alaska in 1974, She flourished in the wilderness, learning the ways o f  
A laska’s first people, scrim ping and saving to build a dog team, and loving Alaska ever more 
deeply with each passing season. The Iditarod Trail sled dog race became her passion. She 
amassed twelve top five Iditarod finishes; no one has so dominated the race since. In races and 
her near-constant training in preparation for them, Susan faced magnificent but rugged, 
unforgiving terrain, rampaging moose, stubborn bison, and howling Arctic storms with a potent 
com bination o f  physical strength, mental discipline, and an indom itable positive attitude. That 
combination led to championships in 1986, 1987, 1988, and 1990. More people have walked on 
the moon than have won the Iditarod four times.

Susan became a widely hailed sports hero, role model, and mushing icon, but the w orld’s 
most famous dog m usher never strayed from her down-to-earth approach to life and its 
challenges. It is her smile -  a brilliant, joyous, infectious smile -  Alaskans will miss most.
W hen Susan unleashed that grin, it revealed the self-confident delight o f  someone who was 
living exactly as she wanted, someone always ready to share her joy  with her fellow travelers on 
planet Earth.

HB 37 seeks to perpetuate her memory and remind all Alaskans o f  this Alaskan hero and 
the lofty ideals she symbolized. 1 urge your support o f  HB 37.

Representative.David.Guttenberg(fl.legis.statc.ak.us 
hup:/ guuenbt-rg.akdemocrals.org
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY R EPR ESEN TAT IN  ES G U T T E N B E R G , K E R T T U L A . A N D  N E U M A N , Lynn. Falrclough, Holmes, Cara, 
Harris, Johnson, Thomas

S EN ATO R S  Wllken, Bunde

Amended: 1/31/07 
Introduced: 1/16/07

25-LS0218\C. A

H O U S E  BILL NO. 37(efd add)

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT EN TITLED

1 "An Act establishing the first Saturday  of every M arch as Susan Butcher Day; and

2 providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEG ISLATURE O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

4 * Section I. AS 44.12 is amended by adding a new section to read:

5 Sec. 44.12.066. Susan B utcher Day. Susan Butcher Day is established on the

6 first Saturday o f March o f each year, the traditional start date o f the Iditarod Trail Sled

7 Dog Race, to honor Susan Butcher, a loving mother, devoted wife, world-class athlete,

8 determined competitor, true Alaskan, and four-time Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race

9 champion. Susan Butcher Day may be observed by school assemblies, sporting

10 events, and other suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public to

11 remember the life o f Susan Butcher, an inspiration to Alaskans and to millions around

12 the world.

13 * Sec. 2. This A d  takes effect immediately under AS 01 .10.070(c).

HB0037b -I- HB 37(cfd add)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r :

B i l l  V e r s i o n :

( H )  P u b l i s h  D a t e .

D e p t .  A f f e c t e d ^ _____________________________________________________

_ R D U  C e n t r a l i z e d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s

C o m p o n e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

S p o n s o r

R e q u e s t e r

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  G u t t e n b e r g ,  K e r t t u l a ,  e t  a l

Expenditures/Revenues

C o m p o n e n t  N o  

(Thousands of Dollars)

4 6

N o t e .  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n f l a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e l o w .

OPER ATING  EXPENDITURES FY  2008 FY  2009 FY  2010 FY  2011 FY 2012 FY  2013
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

T r a v e l 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0

C o n t r a c t u a l 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0

S u p p l i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

E q u i p m e n t 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

L a n d  &  S t r u c t u r e s 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

G r a n t s  &  C l a i m s 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 0

M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
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ICAP ITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0  |  0 0  |  0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0  I  0 . 0  I
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O t h e r  ( S p e c i f y  T y p e - D o  n o t  a b b r e v i a t e ) 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0_________________________________________ ____________
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY  2008 budget proposal: | ~ |

POSITIONS
F u l l - t i m e

P a r t - t i m e

T e m p o r a r y

AN ALYS IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation should have no fiscal impact on the agency.

P r e p a r e d  b y :  E r i c  S w a n s  n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s  D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s ______________________________________

Approved by Kevin Brooks______________________
Agency Department o( Administration____________
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Date 1/29/2007
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S u s a n  H o w l e t t  Butcher

“ J do  no t k n o w  the w o rd  ' i f i n t . '  E ith e r  I n e v e r  did , o r  I h itve som ehow  abo lish ed  it fr o m  m y  langauge."

1954 -  Bom. Boston. MA 
1974 Arrived Alaska 

1978 -  Raced in her first Iditarod (18 starts, 17 finishes)
1979 -  Led first sled dog team to summit o f  Mt. M cKinley 

1985 -  Married David Monson 
1986 -  First Iditarod victory 

1987,1988 -  Named W om en’s Sports Foundation Sportswoman o f  the Year 
1988 -  Inducted to Academy o f Achievement, Granite chosen Golden Harness Lead Dog

1994 -  Retired from Iditarod racing 
1995 -  Daughter Tekla bom 

2000 -  Daughter Chisana bom 
2006 -  Died, Seattle, WA

S usan’s Id ita ro d  R ecord

1 97 8 :1 9  1984 :2  1 989 :2
1979: 9 ,985 : scratched (moose 1990: I
1980 5 attack) 1 991 :2
1 981 :5  1986 :1 1 992 :2
1 982 :2  1987 :1 1 993 :4
1 98 3 :9  1988 :1 1 99 4 :1 0

• l our v ictories in five years, three consecutive 
• Seven consecutive first or second place finishes 

• Light consecutive top l ive finishes 
• 12 top live finishes in 14 years



V

Susan Butcher — Honorary Musher
e H * .

On August 5, 2006, the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race 
said goodbye to Susan Howlet Butcher. People from 
around the world all shared the same feeling; a 
sincere sense of sorrow for the loss of a great human 
being

Being a champion mean: lots of things to lots of 
people. Susan Butcher built her life around the value 
of being a champion for the things and the beings she 
so dearly believed in Susan was a four time Iditarod 
Champion By her own admission she became a four 
time Iditarod Champion by championing the canine 
athletes she raised and trained

She ran her first Iditarod in 19''8 and finished 19th. 
From that day forward until 1986 she consistently 
finished in the top ten save the race in 1985 when 
she scratched because a moose attacked her team. 
Interestingly enough Susan used to laugh about 
her early years of racing and building her kennel. 
She said she became known as second place Susan 
because she babied her dogs In 1986, 1987 1988 
and 1990 she reigned as the "Iditarod Champion”. 
After an amazing run r f  four Championships in 
five years people changed their tune to Susan wins

championships because of the care she gives to her
dogs.

Susan’s celebrity resulted in all kinds of great 
opportunities to raise the level of awareness about 
how women can do whatever they set out to do when 
they put their mind and their heart to it. She also 
raised the level of awareness about the Iditarod lY&il 
Sled Dog Race. The T-shirt that proclaimed "Alaska: 
Where men are men and women win the Iditarod.” 
was hugely popular and it was a direct reflection 
of how Susan and her commitment to her team was 
embraced by all who love this race.

In 1985, Susan m arried David Mjnson. David was 
no stranger to the sport of mushing. Together they 
built TYail Breaker Kennels in Fairbanks Alaska 
Susan and David spent the next five years winning 
races; four Iditarods for Susan, one Yukon Quest for 
David. In 1994 Susan ran her last Iditarod TVail Sled 
Dog Race... she was forty years old. Over the course 
of seventeen Iditarods Susan finished in the top ten 
fifteen times!

Susan’s commitment to building a family was as 
great as her commitment to building her kennel 
and her Life with David. She brought two wonderful 
daughters in to the world; Tekla and Chisana.

Susan continued to champion the Iditarod TYail Sled 
Dog Race whenever the opportunity arose. She also 
fervently championed the communities that make 
up the Iditarod IVuil. You could find Susan along the 
trail interviewing mushers, analyzing race strategies

for media. And 
she was always 
talking about the 
teams; how they 
looked, what they 
were eating, what 
lineage they came 
from. Susan knew 
dogs. Shealsoknew 
people. Her smile 
and that laugh 
gave those she met 
a sense that "this 
is a person who is 
living life to the 
fullest."

5usan Butcher mixes fo o d  for 
her dogs one summer.

| £ During Iditarod 
2006 Susan made 
her last visit to
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Susan Butcher c o n tin u e d  f ro m  p a g e  18
communities on the trail. She brought her family 
with her. In Ruby, Tekla helped out as a volunteer, 
while her mother volunteered as a checker. People 
from each community she visited welcomed her as 
an old friend who had finally come home.

Susan championed her family. As a mother, 
fighting Leukemia, Susan wrote a journal to share 
with her daughters as they grew older. Her 
courage was contagious. Each day she battled this 
terrible disease she would share with the world the 
importance of becoming a bone marrow donor to 
help give others an opportunity for life.

S u s a n  B u t c h e r  w a s  s e l e c t e d  b y  

t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  C o m m i t t e e  a s  

t h e  2 0 0 7  H o n o r a r y  M u s h e r  f o r  

h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  I d i t a r o d  

T r a i l  S l e d  D o g  R a c e  a n d  f o r  

h o w  s h e  c h a m p i o n e d  t h e  v e r y  

s p e c i a l  b o n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

h u m a n  a n d  c a n i n e .

5 2 9 -  H B ?  'sa .<
r i
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Susan Butcher's daughters rub their m om ’s head at th e  
Ruby checkpoint.

Susan was dedicated to the care of these very special 
four legged athletes. She carved a wonderful life out 
of that passion and she gave so much of that passion 
back to the Iditarod Ttail Committee, its volunteers, 
and its mushers... but mostly the dogs.

"Susan was one of a kind. We’ll never see the likes of 
her again. She was my morning light and that light 
will shine on through our girls." — David Monson.

I I I I ( . )  I 1 I \  I I S  S  I Nj i i \  i \  i \  s k  \
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20 January 200N

P.O . Box 20N2 
M orehead  C ity , X  2M557

T o IVfcmbvn o f I hi- A laska  S ta te  Senate

T he p u rpose  o f th is le tte r  is to endo rse  H ouse Hill .17 recogn izing  the incred ib le  life 
an d  ach ievem ents o f S usan  B u tcher.

Susan left a legacy th a t  will e n d u re  fo r cen tu ries  to  com e. H er h a rd  w ork , 
d e te rm in a tio n , d ed ica tio n  an d  am az in g  ach iexem ents served  as an  in sp ira tio n  to  all 
w ho knew , o r  even h e a rd  of, h e r  accom plishm en ts. T he in d ep en d en t, s tro n g  and  
w holesom e im age she p ro je c te d  had  such  a positive im p ac t on young  people 
th ro u g h o u t the U nited  S ta tes  an d  reflected  g rea t c re d it  on the S ta te  o f A laska.

H e r list o f ach ievem en ts a re  a lm ost too n um erous to  m ention ; how ever, ten  N ational 
an d  In te rn a tio n a l S p o rts  A chievem ent aw ard s, recogn ition  as N ational professional 
spo rtsw om an  of the  y ea r on tw o occasions und as the  o u ts ta n d in g  a th le te  in the 
w orld , com bined  w ith  h e r  selection  as a m em ber o f the A cadem y o f A chievem ent in 
1988, all d e m o n s tra te  S u san 's  w orld -w ide im pact.

In sp ite  o f h e r tough tra in in g  reg im en and  ra is ing  tw o beau tifu l d a u g h te rs , she 
m ade lim e to serve as h o n o rary  c h a irp e rso n  and  s u p p o rt n u m ero u s  c h a ritab le  
o rgan iza tions.

In sum m ary , S usan  B u tch e r w as a special and  m ost deserv ing  ind iv idual w hose 
accom plishm en ts a re  legendary . H er life reflects the  finest a ttr ib u te s  o f the 
A m erican  sp irit and  w ill serve as an exam ple to lie em u la ted  by o u r  you th  fo r y ears  
to come. As such , I strongly  en d o rse  House Bill .17 since I can th in k  of no o th e r 
A m erican  m ore deserv ing o f th is special recognition .

Henry II. Shelton 
( ic n e ra l, I S \<U>
!4 lh  ( h a iru ia ii. Jo in t ( hie Is o f  S ta ff



61-100 lliohu Way 
Haleiwa. HI 96712 
January 26, 2008

Senators 
State Senate  
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 998C1-1182

Dear Senators

I write to offer my strongest support for the pending bill before the Senate  to honor 
the life and legacy of Susan  Butcher -  renowned Musher, involved citizen, beloved 
wife, nurturing mother and an Alaskan

My wife and I met Susan  during my tour of duty with the Army in Alaska and were 
immediately struck by her warmth, her sen se  of wonderment, and her genuine 
interest in all around her Though constantly among friends and admirers, she  
never failed to reach out em brace others, and draw them into an ever-widening 
circle of those captured by her strength of character and love of Alaska. She was 
the embodiment of the toughness, tenacity, compassion, and energy that seem ed  
to define the e sse n c e  of what Alaska dem ands of her inhabitants.

We saw  her and David sometime later, when they visited Hawaii. O nce again, we 
were reminded of how much she personified her home., to the casual 
acquaintance, to a member of an audience, and to not-so-old friends. Through it 
all, sh e  wore her fame, renown a r d  adulation with more grace, humility, and 
warmth than any other. She was unique, and Alaska was the richer for her 
presence and devotion Please honor this extraordinary Alaskan

Sincerely,

David A. Bramlett 
General, US Army (Ret)

CG. 6,n Infantry Division (Light) 
1992-1994



To whom it May Concern:

It has been brought to my attention that the Alaska Legislature is considering honoring 
the late Susan Butcher with an annual day o f  recognition. 1 applaud this action and 
strongly urge you to do so.

It is only fitting that we honor her legacy and her contribution to Alaska, the Iditarod, the 
nation and the world. Susan proved that the American dream does come true. If  you put 
your mind to something and give it all you’ve got you can do anything. M ove mountains. 
Change the world. Win the Iditarod. Climb Denali with a dogteam! Susan never ceased 
to am aze me with her enthusiasm, determination and joy  o f  living.

I do not say lightly that no other Alaskan has had the impact, the inspiration and the name 
recognition internationally, in both her life and her death, than Susan. That Senator Ted 
Stevens, Bill and M elinda Gates, Herbert Nayokpuk, George Lucas and Joee Redington, 
Jr. would venture forth from o f  their respective worlds to pay tribute to Susan at her 
memorial in Fairbanks is validation enough. Each one spoke o f  how Susan contributed to 
their lives.

As a former Alaskan and early Executive Director Oi the Iditarod Sled Dog Race now 
working within the international film community, I assure you that Susan’s name is on 
the top o f  my colleagues’ tongues whenever Alaska is mentioned. I would go so far as to 
say synonymous with Alaska. People from all walks o f  life have told me time and again 
that Susan has been a source o f  great inspiration to them.

Certainly she has been and continuous to be so for me.

To honor her each year would be a joyous, inspirational and educational event for 
generations to come.

I fully support that you set aside a day in March o f  every year to honor the life o f  an 
extraordinary woman and Alaskan, Susan Butcher.

Sincerely,

Raine M Hall
Former Executive Director, Iditarod Trail Committee 
Moose, W yoming 83012 
extremelocationsfo aol .cum 
310-994-1550



S usan  L. Ruddy 
2435 LaH o n d a  D rive 

A n c h o r a g e , A laska 99517

D ear Senators,

I u n d ers tan d  there is leg islation  es tab lish ing  a Susan  Butcher Day. I tru st th is  w ill be 
g iven serious considera tion  by you and  your colleagues.

S usan  w as a friend  of m ine for th irty  years. M any people know  her as a successful 
dog m u sh er and  Iditarod w inner. M any m ore know  her and  rem em ber h e r  for her 
s ign ifican t charitab le  roles. I am  w riting  to m ake sure that you know  of those as well.

■ D id you know  tha t she w as the honorary  chair of the Special O lym pics fo r several
years?

• D id  you know  tha t she founded, organized, and  partic ipa ted  in  M ush  for K ids for 
ten  years? The proceeds from  th is event supp o rted  the A laska C h ild ren 's  Trust.

■ D id you know  that, w h ile  she w as p regnan t w ith  her ow n second child , she 
w orked  w ith  a fetal alcohol syndrom e education  program  statew ide?

• She supp o rted  the M arch of D im es, St. Ju d e 's  C h ild ren 's  H ospital and  o ther 
sim ilar organizations too num erous to m ention  here.

■ W hile she herse lf w as ill w ith  cancer, Susan  prom oted  bone m arrow  don o r 
reg istra tion  am ong the A laska N ative C om m unity . Before her in sp ira tio n  and  
m otivation , A laska N atives were the m ost under-represen ted  g roup  in the 
database. T his has been particu larly  sign ifican t to me, personally , because an 
A laska N ative friend  of m ine had  several extra years of life because of a bone 
m arrow  transplant.

Because of th ings she d id  w ith  her life, Susan w as ab le to in sp ire  and  m otivate m any 
o thers to becom e engaged in  activities to m ake A laska -  and, actually, the w orld  -  a 
be tte r place to live.

O h, and  by the way, she w as  a great m usher! H er successful m ush ing  gave h e r the 
pub lic  profile  to m ake a d ifference -  and  she did.

Thank you for considering the bill to create a Susan Butcher Day.

Sincerely,



January 29, 2008

I first met Susan Butcher in 1979 when I was producing and directing the Iditarod Sled Dog 
Race for ABC Sports. It was obvious to me at that time that Susan was going to become a major 
player in the sport.

For 21 years 1 was involved with the Iditarod as a television producer and for 3 years as a 
m em ber o f  the Iditarod Board o f  Directors.

Susan changed thv way everyone approached the Iditarod. From dog care to race strategy, and 
physical fitness, Susan was leaps and bounds ahead o f  the other competitors.

After Susan retired from competition I was lucky enough to have Susan work with m e on 
Television Productions for ESPN, The Outdoor Life Network and The USA Network.

The am azing thing to me over the years is the effect Susan had on people outside o f  Alaska. In 
fact the name Susan Butcher becam e synonymous with the Iditarod and hence Alaska.

Susan was an inspiring athlete and human being that carried on her shoulders what was a little 
known sport in 1979 to the forefront o f  awareness. Susan Butcher single handedly brought the 
name Iditarod to the same level as swimming, figure skating and other major sports.

The impact o f  the Iditarod throughout the rest o f  the United States and for that matter the world 
would not be what it is today without Susan’s determination and efforts.

W henever I heard Susan speak, whether it be a private conversation on the Iditarod Trail, an 
interview with a journalist in New York, or addressing a group o f  businessmen in Los Angeles, 
Susan held the audience in awe with her descriptions o f  racing and life Alaska.

To me Susan Butcher represents everything that is Alaska!

Best Regards.

Peter R. Henning
Sr. V.P. Television Ironman Productions 
W orld Triathlon Corporation

To: The Members of The Alaska State Senate,
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