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MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Hollis French, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee

m

FROM: Representative Craig Johnson

DATE: May 7,2007

SUBJECT: Hearing Request for CSHB 175 (JUD) am

I respectfully request that you schedule a hearing for HB 175, a bill that strengthens the 
private property rights of Alaskans by protecting privately owned recreational structures 
from the exercise of eminent domain by the government for recreational purposes.

Attached is a copy of the most current version of the bill as passed on the House floor; 
and the sponsor statement, zero fiscal note and letters of support as moved out of House 
Judiciary.

If you have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact me or my 
aide, Debra Higgins, at extension 3715.

Thank you for your consideration.

Co-Chair, House Resources Committee
Member of Rules, State Affairs, Transportation Committees
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

Committee Substitute for House Bill 175 (JUD)

“An Act further limiting the exercise of eminent domain”

HB 175 strengthens the individual’s property rights by protecting privately owned 
recreational structures from the exercise of eminent domain for recreational 
purposes.

Eminent domain is an important right of the government. However, it should only 
be used for the most judicious of purposes, and every effort should be made to 
minimize its impact to the right of the individual to own private property.

AS 09.55.240 limits the government’s authority to exercise eminent domain and 
seize personal residences by clearly outlining its legitimate use (namely the 
construction and/or expansion of roads, schools, and public buildings) and by 
prohibiting its exercise for the purpose of economic development or to generate 
increased government revenues.

HB 175 affords privately owned recreational structures the same protection from 
government seizure already granted to personal residences in AS 09.55.240.

The right to own private property is one of the most important rights of Alaskans. 
By prohibiting government seizure of privately owned recreational structures for 
recreational purposes, HB 175 strengthens that right and ensures the continued 
use of land in the greatest of ways -  that of private ownership.

Co-Chair, House Resources Committee
Member of Rules, State Affairs, Transportation Committees



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House o f Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports 
House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session tlie Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which 
1 defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic

development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
for recreational opportunities o f another.

We favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of 
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which are very 
common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

Judy Cloud 
AAR President

REA LTO R i t  •  N tfM M *  aw fc  w hich  idcatiflM  a  p r a M o w l  \m M lThe Voice o f Real Emte in Aluka
—U.
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 17S, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

First American Title currently has offices in 10 communities’ through-out the Stale of 
Alaska. Our offices assist in the facilitation of, in excess of 10,000, real estate 
transactions, involving Alaskan property owners, each year. Many of those transactions 
include, what could be considered, recreational properties.

Last session, I supported HB 318, which addressed the issue of ‘taking’ a property 
owner’s private property for economic development and whether it is appropriate to take 
all or part of one's primary residence to enhance the recreational opportunities of another.

1 favor this consumer protection, legislation because it correctly identifies primary 
residences to include recreational structures and second homes.

I support the psssage of House Bill 173.

/
y

3033 C StrMt Anchoragx, AK 99303 
o r n c i 907.541.1144* fax 907.S41.194S

www.drtttm .com

http://www.drtttm.com
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March 13.2007

The Honorable Cnig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Stale Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99901

RE: House Bill 173, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dev Representative Johnson,

The Anchorage Board of REALTORS® with over 900 members rapports House BUI 
175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Ajsoeiation supported HB 311, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a panou% private property focaoououde 
development and whether it is appropriate to take aU or pert of one's primary raridance 
for recreational opportunities of another.

We favor this oonstencr protection legislation because it would change foe definition of 
primary residences to include recreatioael structures and seoond homes which are very 
oommoo throughout Alaska.

The Anchorage Board eacowages the passage of House BUI 173.

Sincerely,

ABR President

m



The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational 
structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS with over 2,600 members statewide 
supports House Bill 175. which relates eminent domain and recreational 
structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain 
legislation which defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's 
private property for economic development and whether it is appropriate to 
take all or part of one's primary residence for recreational opportunities of 
another.

We favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the 
definition of primary residences to include recreational structures and 
second homes, which are very common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

\ \Jamce strong 
njAlaska Association of Realtors 

Secretary for the Board of Directors



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

R6: Houno Bill 175, refading to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

1 have been setting real estate in the Mat*Su Borough for 27 years* and mysdf, along with 
the Alaska Association of REALTORS^ with over 1,000 members statewide supports 
House Bill 175, which relates to eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
for recreational opportunities of another.

Our primary focus as Realtors, is to PROTECT TOE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC 
Therirf6ne, we favor this con sumer protection legislation because it would change the 
definition of primary residences to include recreational structures and seoood homes 
which are extremely common throughout Alaska. Privalc property rights must be 
protected in this country -  we are NOT a socialistic nation.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely, ) T lr \C ir K ^
Mary F. Vincent, Associate Broker 
Prudential JW/Vista RE 
907-352-1863 VM

Judy Cloud
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Aiaaka House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 173, relating to die exercise of eminent domain, recreatiooal structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

I am writing to you in support of House Bill 175, which relates «nin«nr domain and 
recreational structures.

I wholeheartedly supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which defined 
whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development. HB 175 will protect our citizens by including recreational structures and 
second homes in this protection. One of the great aspects of this state is the ability to get 
out and eryoy the beauty of our land and the wildHfo that live there. Many people own 
recreational property to do just that, and it is simply uniair for anyone to be able to take 
this away for the gain of another.

Thank you for your time and consideration on subject I sincerely appreciate your 
support of House Bill 175.



The Honorable
A  U m L m  U m .u  w .  iu ,t

State Capitr' Building 
Juneau, Alauce 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, ract national itructures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports 
House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structure;

Last session the Ajaooiatioa supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or aot it is appropriate to taka a parson's private property for eoonomic 
development and whether it Is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary recldenea 
for recreational opportunities of another.

We favor this oonaumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of 
primary residences to include recreational structures and secood homes which are ve^ 
common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

I Rogers 
Associate Broker 
ReMAXofWasilla

K ryita l R o g trt 
Associate Brokerremt, o f  W a il l la

3111 E. PUmer Waellta Hwy. • Wastfla, AK SMS4 
CoN: (f«7) 39M4ES • Wrool: (107) * * 4 9 —  • Fer (SOT) 3734888 

E-mail: krysM#mtaonEneji«t.
W  MlMailrtlf frail OmiN



March 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE; House Bill 175, relating to the exercise or eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports 
House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session die Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development and whether it Is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
for recreational opportunities of soother.

I favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of 
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which are very 
common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Dawn Burton Q 
Realtor



Much 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska House of Representative*
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK. 99801

RE House Bill 173, Relating to the exercise of Eminent Domain and recreational structures 

Dear Rep. Johnson:

I would like to express my support for House Bill 173. Since HB 318 pasted during the last 
legislative session and defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person’s private property 
for economic development and also whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary 
residence for recreational opportunities of another, it seems that HB 173 is simply a "house­
keeping" step to include recreational structures and second homes in the definition of primary 
residence.

I favor HB 173 since I believe it is something that is needed for consumer protection and would 
simply change the definition of primary residences in Alaska to include recreational structures and 
second homes, which as you know, are very common throughout our State.

1 encourage the passage of House Bill 175. Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

lie M. Aulabaugh, GR1 
Associate Broker

202 Center Avenue, Suite 101____________________Kodiak, Alaska 99615 tfc jj
Office: (907) 486-2000 E-Mail: aibi@ptialaska.net fax: (907) 486-4016

mailto:aibi@ptialaska.net


March 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Aiaaka House o f Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99801

RE: House Bill 173, relating to the exercise o f eminent domain, recreational structures 

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association o f REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports 
House B ill 173, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, die eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
for recreational opportunities o f another.

I favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition o f 
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which are very 
common throughout Alaska.

So I encourage the passage o f House Bill 173.

Sincerely,

Carl E Brent 
#16673



The Alaska Association of REALTORS* whh ova 1,600 mtmban statewide supports 
Houaa Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development and whether it is appropriate to taka all or part of one’s primary residence 
for recreational opportunities of anothar.

We favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of 
primary residences to include recreational structures and second bomee which ate very 
common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

— -

ATConerholin 
Associate Broker 
Prudential Jack White Vista



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson 
Aiaaka Houae of Representatives 
Stale Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99101

RE: Houae Bill 175, relating to the exatciao of eminent domain, recreational atniotuna 

Dear Representative Johnaon,

Aa a member of Aiaaka Association of REALTORS  ̂with over 1,600 aamban 
statewide, I support Houae Bill 175, whleh relate* eminent domain raid rcereadoael 
structures.

The govenuneot should not be able to cnrflacata private property I

Last session the Association aupported HB 311, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not It is appropriate to take a person's private property fbrooooomic 
development mtd whether it is appropriate to take ail or pert of one's primary residence 
fbr recreational opportunities of anolher.

I fkvor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of 
primary residences to include reoreatiaoal structures and second homes, which are very 
common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,



March 12,2007

Ihe Honorable Craig Johnson 
Aiaaka Houae of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99*01

RE: House Bill 175. relating to the exercise of eminent domain, racrcadonal structures 

Deer Represented vs Johnson.

Aa a member of Aiaaka Association of RBALTORS0 with over 1,600 members 
statawhte. I support Houaa Bill 175, which rdatca ctainact domain and recreational 
structures.

The government ahould not be able to oonfiacata private propertyl

Last aaaaion the Association supported HB 31S, the eminent domain legialction which 
defined whether or not U ia appropriate to take a person's private property fir  economic 
development and whether it b appropriate to take all or part of one's primary taeidenoe 
for recreational opportunities of another.

lfitvorthiaeonaianer protection legislation because it would change the definitioa of 
primary residences to include recreational structures and seoood homes, which are very 
common throughout Alaska.

Please support the peerage of House Bill 175.



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnaoa 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99101

RE: House Bill 175. relating to the exardae of eminent domain, recreational atraetuna 

Dear Representative Johnaoa,

As a member of Aiaaka Association of REALTORS* with ouar 1,600 members 
statewide, I support House Bill 17S, whkh relates eminent domain and recreadocal 
diuettm.

The government should not be ahie to confiscate private property!

session the Aasodation supported HB 3II, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or not ft la appropriate to tidse a person's private property lbr eooaomio 
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or pant of oncfo primaiy residence 
for rcereatiooal opportunities of another.

I ihvor this consumer projection legiilatinn because it would change the definition of 
primMy reiidonoea to include recreational structures and aooond homes, which are va»y 

thlOUghOUt Alaska.

Please support the passage of House Bill 173.

Sincerely,



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnaon 
AlaskaHouseof Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99101

Rfi: Houae Bill 17S, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational afenjctarea 

Dear Representative Johnaon,

Aa a member of Aiaaka Association of REALTORS  ̂with over 1,600 mcmbero 
statewide, I support Houae Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational 
structures.

The government should net be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 3II, the eminent domain Irgjslafinn which 
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic 
development and whsthar it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
%  m rrttifflH  opportunities of another

Iftvarrfila ffWiMnw pmteetlnn hfitu U mjtviIH rhang* fH* n f

primary residenoes to include reoreational structures and second homes, which an very 
common throughout Alaska,

Please support the passage of House BUI 176.

Sincerely,



March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnaon 
Aiaaka House of Repnaontatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Aiaaka 99101

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recrastionelstucluna 

Doer Representative Johnson,

As a member of Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 mamhsra 
statewide, 1 support House BUI 173, which relates eminent domain sad recreational 
structures.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 3 lg, the eminent domain legislation which 
defined whether or oat it is appropriate to take a person's private properly fbr economic 
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence 
fbr recreational opportunities of another.

I  thwftr thi« fttw iiin a r pmtectjon legjahrian became it  ̂ m iiM  changa tha
primary residences to include recreational structures and seoood homes, whiehare vmy
common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage of House BUI 173.

V J I r \* + e
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A n c h o r A K  W lf l tW  
PHONE: ($07) SH7-Z32* 
FAX: (907)247-24*4

Division of Sport Fish

Date January 27,2006

To: Robin Willis

F rom : Jason Graham

Re: Access for Anchor, Montana, and Salchu Creeks

Anchor River
Accessible: 16723 feet

Non-Accessible: 4542 feet

Montana Creek

Accessible: 29063 feet

Non-Accessible: 17468 feet

Salcha Creek

Accessible: 16181 feet

Non-Accessible: 16134 feet

„ • p r;:r>  t. ;fU ii/uatn, in ip ry .e , and a U n d  : i i t  j im , gu/ne and  aqw .tu. p ia n t
ureas o f  the siaie in the interest of the economy and general well-being of the state "

•j a*:



KENAI RIVER SPO R TFISH IN G
------------ A S S O C I A T I O N  --------------

R e p re se n ta t iv e  L e s  G ara 

S ta te  C ap ito l

Ju n e au , A K  9 9 8 0 1  Janu a ry  9 , 2 0 0 7

i<e: H B 4 0

D e a r  R e p re se n ia t iv e  G ara:

T he  K e n a i Ri> e r  S p o r t f ish in g  A sso c ia t io n  (K R S A )  su p p o rts the le g is la t iv e  o b je c t iv e  o f  H o u se  B i l l  4 0 ,  an  act 

r e la t in g  to vo lun ta ry  land  trad e s and p u rch a se s  to e n h an ce  p u b lic  a c c e s s  to t is h in g  s tre am s.

A la s k a  is  hom e to so m e  o f  the b e st sp o r t f ish in g , p e r so n a l u se  and  su b s is te n c e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  in  the w o r ld , and  

H B 4 0  i s  an  im po rtan t p iece  o f  le g is la t io n  that p ro v id e s  A D F & G  and  A D N R  a  m e ch an ism  to  e n su re  brood p u b lic  

a c c e s s  to  th e se  im po rtan t p u b lic  re so u rce s. H B 4 0  p la c e s  in to  sta tu te  a  p ro ce ss  that m an d a te s the C o m m is s io n e r  

o f  A D F & G  l is t  land  a lo n g  t ish in g  w a te rw a y s  w h e re  a c c e s s  i s  im peded  b y  p r iv a te  land  o w n e r sh ip  and  the 

C o m m is s io n e r  o f  A D N R  re sp o n s ib le  fo r p ro ce ed in g  to a c q u ire  p u b lic  a c c e s s  a c ro s s  th o se  lan d s .

K R S A  i s  a  n o n -p ro fit  501  (  c ) 3 con se rv  a tio n  o rg a n iz a t io n  d ed ica ted  to e n su r in g  the su s ta in a b ility  o f  the 

g re a te s t  sp o r t f ish in g  r iv e r  in  the w o r ld  -  the K e n a i. O ur g o a ls  a re  to co n se rv e  and  re h ab ilita te  f ish e r ie s  h ab ita t, 

p rom o te  p red ic tab le  and  m e an in g fu l sp o r t f ish in g  opportun ity  , en co u rage  and  fo ste r f is h e r ie s  re se a rch  and 

p ro v id e  p u b lic  aq u a t ic  ed u ca tio n . O ver the p a st ten  y e a r s  w e  h ave  ra ised  and  in v e ste d  o ve r  $ 5  m ill io n  to w ard s 

th e se  g o a ls .

W h ile  on the  K en a i R iv e r  (th e  p r im ary  fo cu s o f  o u r o r g a n iz a t io n ) there  is  b road p u b lic  a c c e s s  to it s  f ish e ry  

re so u rc e s . K R S A  h a s been  conce rned  w ith  the p r iv a t iz a t io n  o f  p u b lic  la n d s  a lo n g  o ther w a te rw a y s  in ou r state  

w h ic h  red u ce s o r e lim in a te s  p u b lic  a c c e s s  to so m e  o f  o u r p r ized  spo rt f is h in g  r iv e r s  and  s tre am s. O n the K en a i 

P e n in su la , w e  h ave  p u b lic  a c c e s s  c o n c en ts  on  the n e ig h b o r in g  r iv e r s  o f  the K e n a i. sp e c if ic a lly  the A ncho r, D eep  

C re e k  and  K a s i lo f .  I f  p u b lic  a c c e s s  is  d en ied  o r se v e re ly  re str ic ted  on these  n e ig h b o r in g  r iv e r s , it w i l l  o n ly  se rv e  

to p la c e  m ore  p re ssu re s  on the K en a i it se lf , w h ic h  is  a lre ad y  the s t a te 's  m o st p o p u la r sp o i l  and  p e rso n a l u se  

f is h e ry .

K R S A  supports the public access mechanisms in place in the bill, such as using public easements and land 
trades as weil as outright purchases o f the land w ith voluntary private land owners, and we are also v cry 
.  .tC i r . . . i J  uuit . i c . e n .  . e . . c*..a *c ... *vi r a v ' e .: 1...*.a : .*e t 1

?.on Rainey 
3card \ ice President

. . . . . .  sit z .

HO Box 1228 • 224 Xenai Ave., Suite 102 • Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

Phone: =907) 262-8588 • fax: '907) 262-8582 • 'vww.kenairiversportfishing.com • E-mail: irifo'§kenairiversportfishing.com



Alaska Program 
419 Sixth Suite 200 
Juneau, AK 99801 
907-321-3291

January 31, 2007

Re: HB 40

D ear R epresentative Gara:

I’m p leased  to w rite  to  you in support o t'H .B .40 . T rout U n lim ited ’s 165,000 
m em bers are dedicated  to conserving, protecting and restoring N orth A m erica’s trout 
and salm on  fisheries and their w atersheds; your legislation helps achieve these goals.

Trout U nlim ited  is encouraged  by the process to be established in H .B. 40  w hereby 
the state  w ill w ork  to  not on ly  preserve but expand public  access to  ou r fishery 
resources through  the acqu isition  o f  private lands. A laska is b lessed w ith  a w ealth  o f  
public  land, p rov id ing  residents and visitors alike w ith unequaled access to rivers, 
lakes and stream s. This bill w ill m ake a  good situation better through the use o f  land 
trades, access easem ents and outright purchase o f  key land parcels.

Thank you R epresentative G ara for your foresight, stew ardship  and steadfast support 
o f  A laska sportfishing.

Sincerely,

Tim B risto l/D irector
Trout U nlim ited  A laska Program  D irector
907-321-3291
T bristo liS tu .o rg

I rout U nlim ited: Ann r u n  > Leading C o h k cn te r  f i s h e r i e s  C on se rva t ion  O rgan iza tion  
Washington, D.C. Headquarters: 1300 North 171 Street, Suite 500, Arlington, VA 22209-3801 

(703) 522-0200 • FAX: (703) 284-9400 • h ttp ://w w w .tu .o rg

http://www.tu.org
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Ja n u a ry  31, 2007

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Les Gara 
A laska  S ta te  C a p ito l 
Juneau, A la ska  S9801

Dear R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Gara,

Thank you f o r  cham pion ing  HB 40, to  f u r t h e r  p u b l ic  access to  im p o rta n t 
f is h in g  w aterw ays in  A la s k a . I  b e lie v e  t h is  is  a v i t a l  s te p  in  
e n s u rin g  access to  p re s e n t and fu tu r e  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  A laskans ar.d 
v i s i t o r s  to  A la s k a . We have superb  f is h in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s ,  and must 
w ork as a s ta te  to  m a in ta in  access, o r  these  o p p o r tu n it ie s  w i l l 
c o n tin u e  to  e rode away. I  have a lre a d y  seen o p p o r tu n ity  to  f is h  
d isa p p e a r from  many o . my f a v o r i t e  reaches o f  MatSu v a l le y  s tream s, as 
more and more la n d  around  these  stream s becomer r iv a t e  and d e ve lop e d .

I  do n o t encourage paved f a c i l i t i e s  and deve loped  cam psites  a lo n g 
c u r r e n t ly  w i ld  o r  d i f f i c u l t  to  access s e c t io n s  o f  r iv e r s ,  as I  have a 
w e a lth  o f  f i r s t  hand e x p e rie n c e  f is h in g  th e  mouths o f  W illo w , Montana 
and Sheep Creeks d u r in g  k in g  and s i l v e r  salmon seasons, b o th  b e fo re  and 
a f t e r  developm ent o f  th e  p u b l ic  accesses th e re . A ba lan ce  must be 
m a in ta in e d  between h a v in g  no p u b l ic  access and to o  much p u b l ic  access, 
hu t th a t  b a lan ce  can be o a s i ! ”  a t ta in e d :  keep uhc access open, be i t  a 
w ild e rn e s s  t r a i l  o r  c u r re n t  a i r t  ar paved road  to  a s tream , and le a ve 
i t  a t  t h a t .

I  am a member o f  th e  Macanuska V a lle y  A d v is o ry  Com m ittee to  th e  ADF&G, 
le r.g  tim e  A la ska n , ta c k le  s to re  em ployee, re g is te re d  f is h in g  g de, and
. l i e  tim e  r i sr.err.ar.. have l iv e d  in  th e  MatSu V a lle y  f o r y e a rs ,

.* y  su p po r: t r . is  c i j . . . ar.d encourage the  House to  s u p p o rt i :
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Alaska Conservation Alliance
U n i t i n g  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  F u t u r e

February 14,2007

T he H onorab le  Les G ara 
H ouse o f  R epresen tatives 
A laska  S tate  C apito l 
Juneau , A laska  99801-1182

G ear R epresen tative  G ara,

On behalf o f the 40 conservation groups and tfae 38,000 Alaskans that are represented by 
ihe Alaska Conservation Alliance, I am pleased to acknowledge our support for HB 40 
and the companion legislation SB 71, both of wtiich aim to increase public access to 
fishing stream through voluntary measures. We would like to commend you for 
advancing this important, pro-active measure to protect public access to fishing resources 
throughout the state.

T his leg isla tion  bu ilds c n  the b road  public  suppo rt th a t ex ists fo r vo lun tary  land 
conservation  m easures. In  a  recen t sta tew ide poll (Ju ly  2006), 68%  o f  A laskan  voters 
stated that they  w ou ld  support m easu res to use vo lun tary  agreem ents w ith  landow ners to 
p ro tect land , w ater and  w ild life  in  A laska. Furtherm ore , th is  leg islation  focuses on  key 
fish ing  areas w here access is likely  to  becom e ham pered  as p rivate  lands transition  from  
being  undeveloped  to  deve loped  properties.

A laska  C onservation  A lliance app lauds the fo resigh t o f  HB 40, w hich seeks to  secure 
public  access before  increased  deve lopm en t w o u ld  preclude a reasonable  ag reem en t w ith  
landow ners. For m any  h igh-use  areas on  the  K enai Pen insu la  and in the  M at-S u  V alley , 
the w indow  of oppo rtun ity  is now'. In th is regard , w e urge p rom p t passage o f  H B  40.

T he  A laska C onservation  A lliance  w ou ld  like to  thank you  again  fo r yo u r w ork to  
advance  this im portan t p iece o f  legislation.
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Cooper Landing Fish A Game 
Advisory Committee

JOT

Bill Stockwell, Chair 
PO Box 721
Cooper Landing, AK 99572-0721 
Phone: 595-1540

D e c e m b e r  12, 2005

Senator Gary Stevens 
112 Mills Bay R o a d  
Kodiak, AK 99615

SUBJECT: HB 3^ State Land Trades/Purchases With W i l l i n g  

L an d ow n ers  To R e g a in  F is h in g  S tre a m  A c ce s s 

S e n a to r  S te v e n s ,

At our N o v e m b e r  9, 2005 Meeting, the C o o p e r  L a n d i n g  Fish and Game 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  v o t e d  to support House Bill 37 which has passed 
the House and request you support HB 37 when it comes b e f o r e  the 
Senate.

As a f i s h  a n d  game a d v i s o r y  com m ittee , we s u p p o r t  a m p le  a c c e s s  to  
a l l  o u r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  Any l o s s  o f  a c c e s s  i s  a  lo s s  o f  
p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  an econom y lo s s  to  to u r is m , an d  an  
u n n e c e s s a ry  l o s s  o f  u s e  o f  o u r  common u s e  r e s o u r c e s .  L oss o f  b ank  
a c c e s s  a lo n g  f i s h i n g  s tr e a m s  su ch  a s  th e  A n ch o r R i v e r  and  th e  C o o p er 
R iv e r  D ip N et f i s h e r y  have a l r e a d y  becom e a p ro b le m  an d  a c c e s s  t o  th e  
M at V a l le y  s tr e a m s  may soon b e  th e  n e x t  i s s u e .

Thank y o u  v e r y  much f o r  c o n s id e r in g  t h i s  i s s u e .  P le a s e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
i s s u e .  When a c c e s s  i s  l o s t ,  i t  i s  gone f o r e v e r .

S in c e r e ly ,

v r .  iniphe.VtoLi ikvittv.: * >i' I* isherios. tiid Alaska or Garne
BowJsSujVOrtiioaoii L i  rUspter- RgjO, Anchorage, Aluslu'/)51S-15'Ji)



• i, .  i ! :u u . j c .  r. rth iim a u i. i/n p 'o -e , aid • x u  rtd  d ie  j u n ,

sources of the state in the interest of the economy

Date January 27,2006

To: Robin Willis

F rom : Jason Graham

Re: Access for Anchor, Montana, and Salcha Creeks

Anchor River
Accessible: 16723 feet 

Non-Accessible: 4542 feet 

M ontana Creek 

Accessible: 29063 feet 

Non-Accessible: 17468 feet 

Salcha Creek 

Accessible: 16181 feet 

Non-Accessible: 16134 feet

333 nmptmny Road 
Anehonga AK 99819-ISM
PHONE: (907) 997-9398 
FAX: (907) 297-9494


