


A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Session 

State Capitol Build ing , Room 125 
J iiiira ii. A lu tku 41801-1182 

Phone (407) 165-2445 
Pax (407) 165-6542

In te rim
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 130 

Anchorage. Alaska 44501 
Phone (407) 264-0250 
Fax (407) 264-0214

Senate State Affairs 
Administrative Regulation Review

Member 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Senate Resources Committee

S E N A T O R  L E S I L  M C G U I R E

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Bettye Davis
Senate Health, Educatfqh & Sdcial Services Committee Chair

From: Senator Lesil McG\x\j/el

Date: January 28, 2008

Re: Request for hearing, SCR 17 -  Brain Injury Awareness Month: March 2008

I respectfully request that SCR 17 "A Resolution relating to establishing March 2008 as 
brain injury awareness month " be scheduled for a hearing at your earliest convenience. 
Attached you will find the most current version of the resolution and the sponsor statement.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me personally, or my 
staff, Trevor Fulton at x3579. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SCR 170 -  BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH: MARCH 2008

Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is damage to the brain that results when the head is hit, strikes a 
stationary object, or is violently shaken. Depending on what area of the brain is injured, people 
with brain injuries may suffer from poor short-term memory and difficulty with organization 
concentration and judgment. Since the personality o f a TBI survivor may also change as a result 
of their injury, family members often say that brain injury is one of the hardest disabilities to deal 
with because the survivors may look the same, but act and behave completely differently.

Traumatic brain injuries often lead to severe disability or death. These injuries most often affect 
younger, more active people and are likely to have enduring physical, emotional, and financial 
costs.

Alaska is the number one state, per capita, for brain injuries in the nation. Over 800 TBIs were 
reported in Alaska in 2005 and an estimated 12,000 Alaskans have suffered a traumatic brain 
injury.

This resolution is to draw awareness to traumatic brain injuries and support those that have 
suffered a traumatic brain injury, their families, and their care providers.
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Hea lth . E duca tion  & S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C om m ittee  considered SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 17

SCR 17 BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH: MARCH 2008 

Relating to establishing March 2008  a s Brain Injury Awareness Month, 

and recommends:
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