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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

S E N A T O R  JO E  T H O M A S

F eb ru a ry  6 , 20 0 8

D e a r C h a irw o m a n  D av is ,

I re sp ec tfu lly  re q u es t th a t S B  230 , an  A c t re la ted  to  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  d e n tis try  an d  to  d en ta l 
a ss is tan ts , b e  sch e d u le d  fo r a  h ea rin g  in  th e  S en a te  H ea lth , E d u ca tio n  an d  S o c ia l S erv ices  
C o m m ittee .

T h e  g o a l o f  th is  leg is la tio n  is  to  im p ro v e  access  to  d en ta l c a re  an d  red u ce  trea tm en t co sts , 
b y  ex p a n d in g  th e  fu n c tio n s  d en ta l a ss is tan ts  a re  p e rm itted  to  p e rfo rm .

T h ap k  y o u  fo r y o u r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th is  req u est,
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

S E N A T O R  JO E  T H O M A S

Sp on so r Sta tem ent

T h e g o a l o f  S en a te  B ill 2 3 9  is to  im p ro v e  ac cess  to  d en ta l c a re  an d  red u ce  trea tm en t 
co sts , b y  e x p a n d in g  th e  fu n c tio n s  d en ta l a ss is tan ts  a re  p e rm itte d  to  p erfo rm .

O ra l h ea lth  p lay s  a  k e y  ro le  in  o v e ra ll h ea lth . U n tre a ted  d en ta l p ro b lem s c a n  ca u se  p a in , 
a ffec t n u tritio n  an d  lo w er th e  q u a lity  o f  life . U n fo rtu n a te ly , n o t a ll A la sk a n s  en jo y  g o o d  
d en ta l h ea lth  b ec au se  o f  lim ited  ac cess  to  ca re , a  sh o rtag e  o f  d en ta l p ro fess io n a ls , 
g eo g rap h ica l b a rrie rs , an d  th e  c o s t o f  d en ta l care.

S B  2 3 9  d o es  th e  fo llo w in g :

1. A llo w s a  ce rtif ied  d en ta l a ss is tan t to  p lace  “ fillin g s"  in to  a  c a v ity  p rep a red  b y  a  
licen sed  d en tis t.

2. A llo w s a  ce rtif ied  d en ta l a ss is tan t to  p o lish  tee th  th a t a re  a lre ad y  c lean  o f  tarter.

A llo w in g  ass is tan ts  to  d e liv e r  th e se  lim ited  se rv ices , w h ic h  cu rre n tly  m u s t b e  p e rfo rm ed  
b y  d en tis ts  an d  h y g ien is ts , w ill lo w er costs . It is  m y  h o p e  th a t it w ill en co u rag e  d en ta l 
o ffices  to  see  c h ild re n  a n d  o th e r  p a tien ts  u n d e r  M ed ica id  an d  D en a li K id  C are .

D en ta l A ss is tan ts  a re  e m p lo y ed  b y  d en tis ts  to  a ss is t w ith  d en ta l trea tm en t. T h ey  a re  
g en e ra lly  in  th e  sam e  ro o m  w ith  th e  d en tis t, w h e re  th e y  can  o b se rv e  th e  d e n tis t’s 
p ro c ed u re s  an d  h av e  th e ir  w o rk  c lo se ly  m o n ito red . D en ta l a ss is tan ts  a re  n o t cu rren tly  
reg u la ted  b y  th e  sta te . In s tead , th e  d en tis t u n d e r w h o m  th ey  w o rk  is re sp o n sib le  fo r 
en su rin g  th e  q u a lity  o f  th e ir  w ork .

H o w ev er, SB  2 3 9  re q u ire s  d en ta l a ss is tan ts  w h o  p e rfo rm  th e  ex p a n d ed  d u tie s  o f  p ac k in g  
cav itie s  o r  p o lish in g  tee th , to  p a ss  a  tra in in g  p ro g ram  an d  an  ex am , an d  b e  ce rtified  b y  
A la sk a ’s D en ta l B oard . F u rth e rm o re , th e  su p e rv is in g  d e n tis t  m u s t p e rso n a lly  au th o rize  
th e  p ro ced u re  an d  ex a m in e  th e  p a tien t a fte rw ard s.

I b e liev e  th is  b ill w ill in c re a se  th e  e ffic ien cy  o f  d e liv e r in g  d en ta l ca re , w h ile  u p h o ld in g  
th e  q u a lity  o f  th a t ca re . I a sk  fo r  y o u r su p p o rt.
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Don Burrell
From: Catherine Reardon
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 11:48 AM
To: Don Burrell
Subject: FW: Dentists Testimony SB-239

Dear Don,

The first three dentists on this list are the most knowledgeable and involved in the dental assistant bill.
It will be helpful if they testify first. Will Senator Davis be willing to ask them first? 

After the first three, they have been asked to quickly state that they support the bill. 

-Catherine

From: Jim Towle [mailto:JTowle@akdental.org] Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 10:57 AM To: Catherine Reardon Cc: drdave@acsalaska.net Subject: FW: Dentists Testimony SB-239

Catherine:
Here is the “batting order” of dentists for SB-239:
1 -  Dr. Dave Logan (Juneau)
2 -  Dr. Pete Higgins (Fairbanks)
3 -  Dr. Phyllis Pendergrast \Fairbanks)
4 -  Dr. Dan Pitts (Soldotna)
5 -  Dr. Tom Jacobson (Sitka)
6 -  Dr. Mark Prator (Wasilla)
7 -  Dr. Mike Boothe (Anchorage)
8 -  Dr. Dave Eichler (North Pole)

The will be advised to call in at 2:15 p.m. and to be prepared to “sit in silence” and be assured 
that the committee will come on, “HOPEFULLY no later than 2:35.

Thanks for your help.

T o w le

Executive Director
Alaska Dental Society - -  Pusuing Policies that enhance the dental profession and the well-being o f 
Alaskans

2/15/2008
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ARTICLE 2.
REGULATION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS.

Section
100. Employment of dental hygienlits 
110. Scope of practice of dental hygienists 
120. Place of em ploy ment
130. Information required
140. Supervision required
160. Grounds for discipline, suspension or revocation of license
I6S. Limits or conditions on license; discipline
P I. Disciplinary sanctions
180. Penalty for violations

Sec. 08.32.100. Employment of dental hygienists. A licensed dentist, incorporated eleemosynary dental 
dispensary or infirmary, private school or welfare center, the United States of America or the state may employ a 
licensed dental hygienist.

Sec. 08.32.110. Scope of practice of dental hygienists. (a) The role of the dental hy gienist is to assist members 
o f the dental profession in providing oral health care to the public. A person licensed to practice the profession of 
dental hygiene in the state may

( 1) remove calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the exposed surfaces o f the teeth beginning at the 
epithelial attachment by scaling and polishing techniques;

(2) apply topical preventive agents;
(3) apply pit and fissure sealants;
(4) pisiform root planing and periodontal soft tissue curettage;
(3) perform other dental operations and services delegated by a licensed dentist if  the dental operations and 

services are not prohibited by (c) o f this section; and
(6) if  certified by the board and under the direct or indirect supervision of a licensed dentist, administer local 

anesthetic agents.
(b) The board shall specify by regulation those additional functions that may be performed by a licensed dental 

hygienist only upon successful completion o f a formal course of instruction approved by the board. The board shall 
adopt regulations specifying the education requirements, evaluation procedure*, and degree u f supervision required 
for each function.

(c) This section does not authorize delegation o f
(1) diagnosing, treatment planning, and writing prescriptions for drugs; writing authorizations for restorative, 

prosthetic, or orthodontic appliances;
(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues except as allowed in (aX4) o f this section; or
(3) other procedures that require the professional competence and skill of a dentist.

(d) This section does not prohibit a dental assistant from applying topical preventive agents or pit and fissure 
sealants when those duties have been delegated to the assistant by a dentist licensed under AS 08.36 or by a dentist 
exempt from licensure under AS 08.36.350(aX2).

Sec. 08.32.120. Place of employment A dental hygienist may practice in the office o f a licensed dentist or 
legally incorporated eleemosynary dental dispensary or infirmary, private school, welfare center, state or federal 
institution, village health facility, or in another place designated by the board.

Sec. 08.32.130. Information required. Every dental hygienist practicing dental hygiene in the state shall furnish 
the board with the name and address o f the dentist under whose supervision the dental hy gienist is practicing.

Sec. 08.32.140. Supervision required. A dental hygienist may not practice except under the general supervision 
of a licensed dentist or, if  required by regulations adopted under AS 08.32.110(b), the direct or indirect supervision 
of a licensed dentist.

Sec. 08.32.160. Grounds for discipline, suspend m or revocation of license. The board may revoke or suspend 
the license o f a dental hygienist, or may reprimand, censure, or discipline a licensee, if, after a hearing, the board 
finds that the licensee

(1) used or knowingly cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation to obtain a license or 
registration;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation in the course o f providing or billing for 
professional services or engaging in professional activities;

(3) advertised professional sen ices in a false or misleading manner;
(4) has been convicted o f a felony or other crime that affects the licensee's ability to continue to practice 

competently and safely;
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February 15, 2008

S en a to r B e tty e  D av is , C h a ir  
S en a te  H E S S  C o m m ittee  
S ta te  C ap ito l 
Ju n eau , A la sk a  99801

S en a to r D av is  &  m em b ers  o f  th e  S en a te  H E S S  C o m m ittee

S B 1 17, “ A n  A c t re la tin g  to  th e  p re su m p tio n  o f  co v e rag e  fo r a  w o rk e rs ’ 
co m p en sa tio n  c la im  fo r d isab ility  as a  re su lt o f  ce rta in  d iseases  fo r ce rta in  
o cc u p a tio n s ,”  w ill lik e ly  h av e  sev e re  im p ac ts  u p o n  th e  w o rk e r’s 
co m p en sa tio n  sy stem . L ocal g o v e m m e r a lre ad y  strap p ed  fo r cash , w ill be  
fo rced  to  b e a r  la rg e  fin an c ia l b u rd en s  ass  . ia te d  w ith  p re su m p tiv e  co v e rag e . 
W ith o u t re v e n u e  sh arin g , lo ca l tax es  w ill in c re ase  w ith  b u s in esses  p ro v id in g  
th e  lio n ’s share .

A la sk a ’s  W o rk e r’s co m p en sa tio n  in su ran ce  and  co v e rag e  sy stem , rem a in s  on 
to p  w ith in  th e  n a tio n  fo r b e in g  th e  m o st co stly . A d d in g  p re su m p tiv e  
c o v e rag e  fo r d iffe ren t c la sse s  o f  m u n ic ip a l em p lo y ees  w ill lik e ly  d riv e  th e  
co s ts  a sso c ia ted  w ith  w o rk e r’s co m p en sa tio n  in su ran ce  even  h igher.
A la s k a 's  b u s in e sse s  can n o t a ffo rd  ad d itio n a l co s ts  asso c ia ted  w ith  in su ran ce  
co u p le  w ith  in c rease  p ro p e rty  tax es  a sso c ia te  w ith  p re su m p tiv e  co v e rag e .

T h e  S ta te  C h a m b e r o f  C o m m e rce  d o es  n o t su p p o rt SB  117. W e b e liev e  SB 
117 w ill u ltim a te ly  b e  an  u n fu n d e d  m an d a te  fo rces  u p o n  local b u s in esses  
th ro u g h  p ro p e rty  taxes.


