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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NQ 319(HES)
INTHE LEGISLATURE G- THE STATE G- ALASKA
TWENTY-HFTH LEGISLATURE - SHOOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(i): REPRESENTATIVES RAMRAS, Thomai, Salmon, Bnch

ABILL
FOR ANACTENTITLED
"An Act relating to the practice of dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental
hygienists.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS08.32 is amended by adding a new section to readt
Sec. 08.32.085. Restorative function license endorsement, (a) The board
shall issUie a restorative function endorsarent to a dental hygienist who is licensed
widkr this chapter i the licensee fumishes evidence satisfactory to the board thet the
licensee hes
(1) successfully conpleted a program accredited by the Commission
on Dental Accreditation of the Arerican Dental Association or other course of
instruction approved by the board; and
() pessed the Westem Regional Examining Board's restorative
examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five
years preceding the licensee's endorsament application, or the licensee is licensed in
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another state or United States termtory to perform restorative functiors.

(b) An endorsement issued under this section authorizes a licensed dentdl
hygienist under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a
cavity prepared by the licesed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust
contacts and occlusion of the restoration.

(c) The board may by regulation establish renewal and continuing eduication
requireents for an endorserrent under this section.

*Sec. 2. AS08.32.110(a) is amended toreadt

@) The role of the dentd hygienist is o assist merbers of the dentd

profession in providing oral health care to the public. Aperson licensed to practice the
profession of dental hygiene in the state may

(1) renove calcareous depasits, accretions, and stains from the
exposed surfaces of the teeth beginning at the epithelial attadent by scaling ad
polishing techniques;

(2) apply topical prevetive agertts;

(3) apply pit and fissure sealants;

(4) performroat planning and periodontal soft tissue curettage;

(5) perfom other dental operations and services delegated by a
licensed dentist if the dental gperations and services are nat prohibited by (c) of this
section; and

6) if certified by the board and under the direct, [oRr] indirect or
general supervision of a licensed dentist, administer local anesthetic agents.

*Sec. 3. AS08.32.110 is amended by adding a new sulosection to reect
(€) This section does not prohibit a cental hygienist

(1) with an endorseent issued under AS 08.32.085 from perfoming
the activities authorized under AS 08.32.085; or

(2) who hes entered into a collaborative agreement oproved by the
board under AS08.32.115 fram performing the activities authorized under the
collaborative agreement.

* Sec. 4. AS08.32 is amencked by adding a new section to reedt
Sec. 08.32.115. Collaborative agreements, (a) If the collaborative agreement

CSCSHB1o{HES) -
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is goproved by the board undol(d) of this section, a dental hygienist with a minimum
of 4,000 doourented hours of clinical experience within the five years preceding
application for the board's approval may enter into a collaborative agreement with a
dentist licensed uncker AS08.36 in which the licensed dentist authorizes the dental
hygienist to performare or more of the following;

(1) ordl health promotion and disease prevention education;

(2) removal of calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains fram the
surfaces of teeth;

(3) application of topical preventive or propylactic agents, induding
fluoride vamishes and pit and fissure sealants;

(4) polishing and smoothing restoratiors;

(5) removal of marginal overhangs,

(6) preliminery charting and triage;

(7) reciograpts,

(8) useoflocal periodontal therapevitic agents; and

(9) perfomrance of nonsurgical periodontal therapy, with or without
the administration of local anesthesia, subsecuent toa licensed dentist's authorization
or diagnasis as specified in the licensed hygienist's collaborative agreament.

(b) The services described in (a) of this section may e perfored undker a
collaborative agreenent goproved by the board

(1) without the presence of the licensed dentist;

(2) in asetting other then the usual place of practice of the licensed
dentist; and

(3) without the dentist's diagnasis and treatiment plan unless otherwise
specified in the collaborative agreament or in (a) of this section.

(c) The board shall adopt regulations regarding approval of collaborative
agreements between licensed dental hygienists and licensed dentists.

(d) The board may approve a oollaborative agreement between a licersed
dentist and a dental hygienist. Honever, the board may nat approve more then five
collaborative agreaments with a licensed dentist, nat including any collaborative
agreements that have been terminated. Adental hygienist shall notify the board of the
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termination of a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist

*Sec. S. AS08.32.140 is amended to react

Sec. 08.32.140. Supervision required. A dental hygienist other than a
dental hygienist practicing according to a collaborative agreement approved
under AS0832.115. may not practice exoept undker the general supervision of a
licensed dentist ar, if required by regulations adopted under AS08.32.110(b), the
direct or indirect supervision of a licensed dentist

* Sec. 6. AS 08.36 is amended by addling new sections to react

Article 3A. Dental Assistants.

Sec. 08.36342. Coronal polishing certificate, (a) The board shall issue a
corondl polishing certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant fumishes
evidence satisfactory to the board thet the dental assistant has conyleted a pragramof
instruction approved by the board

(b) Acertificate issued under (a) of this section authorizes a dental assistant
unckr the direct supervision of a dentist licensed in the state to perform corordl
polishing on teeth without calculus,

() The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing
education requirenents for a certificate issued under this section.

Sec. 08.36.344. Restorative function certificate, (a) The board shall issue a
restorative function certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant fumishes
evidence satisfactory to the board thet the dental assistant hes

(1) successfully conpleted a program accredited by the Commission
on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association or other course of
instruction gproved by the board; and

() pased the Westem Regional Examining Board's restorative
examnation or other ecuivalent examination goproved by the board within the five
years preceding the dental assistant’s certificate application, or the dental assistart hes
legal authorization fromanather state orjurisdiction to perform restorative functiors.

(b) A certificate issued under this section authorizes a dental assistant under

the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a cavity prepared
oy the licensed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust contacts and ocdusion

SCSCSHB axofHES
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ofthe restoration

© The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing
education requirements for a certificate under this section.

Sec. 08.36.346. Delegation to dental assistants, (a) Except as otherwise
proviced in this chepter, a dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dentd
assistant uncker inclirect supervision

(1) the exposure and cevelgpent of radiographs;

(2) application of topical preventive agents or pit and fissure sealarts;
ad

(3) other dental operations and services except

(A those thet may be performed by a dental hygienist under

AS08.32.110(3); ad

(B) those that may not be delegated to a dental hygienist under

AS08.32.110(c).

(b) A dentist licensed in this state ey delegate to a dental assistant under
direct supervision

(1) corondl polishing on teeth without calculus, if the dental assistant is
certified under AS 08.36.342;

(2) the placerment of a restoration into a cavity prepared by a dentist
licersed under this chapter and the sulssequent canving, contouring, and adjustirent of
the contacts and occlusion of the restoration, if the dental assistant is certified under
AS(08.36.344; ad

(3) ather dental operations and services as defined and regulated by the
board; however, a dentist may not delegatee to a dental assistant a cental gperation o
service thet requires the professional skill of a licensed dentist or licensed dentd
hygienist, includiing those dental gperations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Sec. 0836349. Definitions. In AS(08.36.342 - (08.36.349,

(1) "direct supervision” mears a dentist licensed in this state is in the
dental office, personally diagnoses the condition to be treated, personally authorizes
the procedure, and, before dismissal of the patient, evaluates the perfommance of the
dental assistant;

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(2) “indlirect supervision" mears a dentist licensed in this state is in t
dental office, authorizes the procedures, and rermains in the dental office while the
proceclres are being performred by the dental assistant.

*Sec. 7. AS 08.36.370 is anmended by adding new paragraphs to reect

(4) "calculus" means a hardened deposit of mineralized place;

(5) "corond polishing’”means the removal of supragingival plague ad
stairs;

(6) "dental assistant” means a person enployed to provide dlinical
assistance toa dentist licersed in the state.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.32.110(cl) is repesled
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number.

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 31IXLAC)

() Publish Date:

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31-07  Dept. Affected; Commerce

Title Dentists & Dental Assistants RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)
Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing

Sponsor Ramras, Thomas, Salmon, Buch

Requester Senate HES Component Number 2360

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Notu: Amounts do not indude inflation unless otherwise noted below
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE INREVENUES (117 )| ° | 0.0 | * . . * .

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

1156 Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsis:  (Attacha separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 0U.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dentai Assistants are not currently
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by: Chris Wyatt, Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM

Approved by: Emil R. Notti, Com missioner Date 3/28/2008

Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 319(LSC)

() Publish Date:

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31-07 Dept. Affected Commerce

Title Dentists & Dental Assistants RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)
Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing

Sponsor Ramras, Thomas. Salmon. Buch

Requester Senate HES Component Number 2360

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 117 ) ! 0.0 * * * *

FUND SOURCE (Thousand- of Dollais)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1156 Interagency Receipts 0.0
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsis:  (Attacha separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 06.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dental Assistants are not currently
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by:  Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM
Approved by: Emil R. Notti, Com missioner Date 3/28/2006

Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
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dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental hygienists.”

(Version 25-LS1281VT)

Section 1 authorizes the Board of Dental Examiners to issue a restorative function endorserrent
toa licensed derttal hygienist if the hygienist has successfully contileted an acorecited program
and has passed the reduired restorative function examination(s).
A restorative function endorsement will allow a licensed cental iy%lenlst to place
restorations, i.e. fillings, into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist and cane,
or]gnt?trard G%Lﬁtstm and occlusion of the restoration under the direct supervision
ofalicensed

Section 2 authorizes a licensed dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents under the

general supervision of a licensed dentist.
Local anesthesia renders a small part of the badly, such as a tooth, insensitive to pain
without affecting consciousness, Licensed d  d hygienists in the state who are certified
by the Board have been administering local a a under “direct” or “indirect”
sUpervision of a licensed dentist since 1981 Ackjlrg_;f‘qgweral"super\nspn wouldallowa
licensed, Board-certified dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents without
the requireent for a licensed being present in the dental facility.

Section 3 includes under dental hygienists’ scope of practice the ability to place restorations
%&é&m%ﬁmﬂemw es authonzed under a collaborative agreement with a licensed
on4).

Section 4 authorizes the Board to aporove a collaborative agreeent between a licensed dentist
and a licensed dental hygienist and specifies the services and procecures allowed undera
collaborative agreemerit
Working under a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist, a dental hygienist
would e able to initiate treatrrent within their soope of practice based on his or her
assessment of a patient’s neeck without the specific authorization of a dentist

Section 5 applies supervision requireents toa dental hygienist operating in conjunctionwith a
licensed déﬁapjst Lndgre a cdlab&%w agreement i e
*Section 6. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.

Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative function certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties toa dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines "direct" and “indirect" supervision.

* Section 7. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions “calculus”, “coronal polishing", and
"dental assistant".

=Section8.  Repeals AS08.32.110(dl).

DISTRICT 16
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Representative Jay Ramras While in Session

Chair, Houaa Judiciary Alaska State Legislatu Fe State Capitol, Room 118
Housa Labor & Commarce Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Houaa Oil & Gaa (907)465-3004

Housa Military & Veteran Fax: 465-2070
Affairs Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1088 House District 10

Fax: (907) 452-1146
House of Representatives

Memo

To: Senator Bettye Davis
Chair Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras

Date: March 25, 2008

Subject: HB 319 AN ACT RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY AND TO
DENTAL ASSISTANTS

Please consider this memorandum as a request for the Senate Health, Education and Social
Services Committee to hear HB 319. Accompanying this memo are the following
documents:

* Sponsor Statement

o Committee Substitute HB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281\N

» Sectional Analysis HB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281\N

* Memo regarding changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to 25-LS 1281\N
* HB319(HES) 25-LS 128 I\L with .egal Memo

 HB 319 25-LS128LE

¢ Fiscal Note

» Support

» Bill History

Representative_Jay Ramras@legis. state, ak.us



Chair, HousaJudiciary —— Alaska State Legislature While in Session

Labor & Commarct
- Oil &Gas _ House Of Representatives State Capitol, Room 118
Military & Vataran Affairs Ju neal(Jg,O%ajlgsa 9390%%1*1182
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 : |||:e1|:x: (907) 462-62505804
Ol Free. (877) 40o-

Fairbanks Alaska 99701

Phone: %507)452 -1088
Fax: 52-1146

Representative Jay Ramras
District 10

Sponsor Statement for HB 319

“An Act relating to the supervision and duties of dental assistants by dentists, establishing
a restorative function certificate and a coronal polishing certificate.”

The objective of House Bill 319 is to improve access to dental care and reduce treatment costs,
by expanding the functions dental assistants are permitted to perform.

HB 319 does the following:

Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to place

“fillings” into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist.
Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to polish

teeth that are already clean of tarter.

Oral health plays a key role in overall health. Untreated dental problems can cause pain, effect
nutrition, and influence quality of life. Good dental health contributes to a healthy lifestyle and
promotes good self esteem. Unfortunately, not all Alaskan’s enjoy good dental health due to
limitations on dental personnel, geographical barriers, fear of dental treatment, and cost of dental

care.
Dental Assistants are not currently regulated by the state. HB319 will require dental assistants
who perform the expanded duties of packing ca\ities or polishing teeth to pass a training

program and '’xam to become certified by ‘he Alaska Dental Board. The supervising dentist
must personally authorize the procedure, examine the patient afterwards, and ensure the quality

ofwork performed by the dental assistant.

I believe this bill will increase the efficiency of delivering dental care, while upholding the
quality of that care.

Representative_Jay Ramrasglegis state ak.us



A laska State Legislature

5S-(ression: _ Interim:

State Capitol, Room 118 1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Ph: (907) 465-3004 Ph: (907) 452-1088

Fax: (907) 465-2070 Fax: (907) 452-1146

Toll Free: (877) 465-3004 Representatlve Jay Ramras Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

| . | House District 10 | |
Chalr, House Judiciary Eommlttee . emBer, ouse kﬂoor&Co merc &omrggteee Member, House Oll & Gas
ommittee « Member, House Miitary & Veteran Affairs Committee
Sectional HB 319- An Act relating to the practice of

dentistry and to dental assistants
(Version 25-LSI1281\N)

* Section 1. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.
Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative (unction certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties to a dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines “direct” and “indirect” supervision.

* Section 2. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions “calculus”, “coronal polishing”, and “dental
assistant”.

* Section 3.  Repeals AS 08.32.110(d).

E-Mail RcpresentativelJayRamras n legis.state.ak.us



Roprwontativo Jay Ramras . While in Session
Chair, Housa Judiciary  Alaska State Legi slature state Capitol, Room 118
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Housa Labor & Commerce ,
House Oil & Gas (907)465-3004
House Military & Veteran Fax: 465-2070
Affairs Toll Free: (877) 465-3004
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Fairbanks, Alika 99701
House District 10

Phone: (907) 452-1088
Fax: (907) 452-1146

House of Representatives

Memo

To: Representative John Coghill
Chairman House Rules Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras,

Date: March 4,2008

Subject: Changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281\N

Changes to CSHB 319(HES) 25-1281\L to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281VN:
Page 3, Rows 4-6 Contained wording problems per Legal Memorandum dated February 13,

2008. Recommendations made by Legislative Legal were adopted. Restrictions on duties which
may be delegated to a dental assistant by a dentist are more clearly defined by this change.

Page 3, Line 13 Deleted “facility” and inserted “office” for consistency.

Changes to HB 319 25-LS1281\E to CSHB 319(HES) 25-LS1281\L:

Deleted sections 1, 2, and 3. By defining “direct” and “indirect” supervision in this section it
excluded general supervision under which dental hygienists work.

Page 3. Line 30 deleted “subgingival”. Corrected a drafting error.

The language in Section AS 08.36.346 Delegation to dental assistants. More narrowlv defined
what duties can be delegated to dental assistants due to concerns brought forth by the Health,

Education and Social Services Committee.

Representative..Jay_Ramras@]legis state.ak us



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

i907) 465-386" or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA Stale Capitol
FAX ,907)465-2029 Juneau. Alaska 99601-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Delivenes to 1296th St. Rm 329
MEMORANDI M February 13,2008
SIBJECT: CSHB 319(HES) Wording Problem (Work Order No. 25-
1.S128IL)
TO: Representative Peggy Wilson
Chair of House Health, Education, and Social Sendees Committee
Attn: Becky Rooney
FROM: Kathryn L. Kurtz

Assistant Rcvisor

Enclosed is the committee substitute you requested.

The language the committee inserted at page 3, lines 4 - 6 is internally inconsistent. With
the change, the section provides:

(b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant
under direct supervision

(3) other dental operations and services as defined and
regulated by the board that do not require the professional skill of a
licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental
operations and servicesprovided in AS 08.32.110(c) and this chapter.

(Emphasis added). AS 08.32.110 addresses the scope of practice of dental hygienists,
and subsection (c) limits the tasks which may be delegated by a dentist:

(c) This section does not authorize delegation of
(D diagnosing, treatment planning, and writing prescriptions for
drugs; writing authorizations for restorative, prosthetic, or orthodontic

appliances;
(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues except

as alloned in (a)(4) of this section; or
(3) other procedures that require the professional competence

and skill ofa dentist

(Fmphasis added). Obviously, this is not a list of tasks tlut do not require the

professional skill of a licensed dentist or licensed derul hygienist. as the lead-in language



Representative Peggy Wilson
Febniary 13.2008
Page 2

The simplest solution to this drafting problem would be to remove the nhrasc "including
those dental operations and sen ices provided in AS (5.32.110(c) and this chapter" on
page 3. I. 5 - b. Another approach would be to clarify the language to match what the

committee presumably intended, perhaps along these lines:

<b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant
under direct supervision
(3) other dental operations and services as detlned and

regulated by the board; however, a dentist may not delegate to a dental
assistant a dental operation or service that requires the professional skill of
a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental
operations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Please alert the next committee of referral to this issue, and please call if you have
questions or would like us to draft an amendment.

KLK.mcd
08-096.med

Enclosure




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 319
(O Publish Date.
Identifier (file name): HB319-0L-02-06-07 Dept Affected Commerce
Title Dentists & Dental Assistants '‘RDU Corp. Bus &Prof Licensing (117)
Component (iorp, Bus &Prof Licensing
Sponsor Ramras, Thomas. Salmon
Requester House HES Component Number 2360
Expendtturee/Rftvenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.01 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

iCAPtTAL EXPENDITURES I | | I I I I
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I | | j |

FUND SOURCE

1002 Fede'SI Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

L___

ANALYSIS:  /Attach a separata Page itnecessary)

This legislation amends AS 08.36 Dentistry to revise the grounds for discipline, suspension or revocation of licenses;
and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. This legislation is not expected to increase the
board's operating expenses.

iOccupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01 065 revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by  Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 2/6,08 5.46 PM
Approved by. Emil R. Notti. Commissioner Dale 2.6.2008

Commerce. Community, and Economic Deveiopmeni

Page 1of 1



EXPANDED FUNCTIONS FOR DENTAL ASSISTANTS

STATE

ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA

COLORADO
FLORIDA
GEORGIA

IDAHO
ILLINOIS
KANSAS

MAINE

MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA
NEW JERSEY
NEW' MEXICO
NEW YORK
NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
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DAVID L. EICHLER. D.M.D.

3375 Badger Road. Suite 1
North Pole, AK 99705
Telephone: (907) 48809'8

January Ib. 2008
To whom it may concemn:

At the December 7, 2007 meeting of the Alaska Board of Dental Examiners, we
considered the proposed change to the Dental Practice Act enabling a broader scope of
practice for dental assistants as presented by the Alaska Dental Society, introduced as HB
319. After discussion by the Board we voted unanimously to support the proposal as
beneficial to the citizens of the State by improving access to care while still maintaining
the oversight to ensure safety and quality of care. We look forward to providing for these
proposed changes and introducing this innovative way to help our profession deliver care

to all Alaskans.

avid L. Eichler DMD
President, Alaska Board of Dental Examines



Alaska Native
Tribal Health Consortium
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February 5 2008

Representative Jay Ramras
Alaska State House
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramrus:

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, periodontal disease in American Indian and Alaska
Native adults is 2.5 times greater than in the general U.S. population. Data from Alaska
shows that 92 percent of Alaska Native adolescents have signs of early periodontal
disease. In the last decade, research has demonstrated the association of periodontal
disease in pregnant women with premature birth and studies are underway now to test
interventions. Infant mortality is a problem in Alaska and oral health problems can only

contribute to this unnecessary loss.

Virtually without exception, the studies of dental therapists in other countries and even
expanded duty personnel in the U.S. show that these highly competent technicians perform
fillings, at the. same level as their dentist supervisors. A study in. Michigan showed that
expanded duty personnel had one-third as many failures of dental sealants over 10 years
as dentists with an overall retention rate similar to published studies. A study in Canada
showed that 79 percent of pit and fissure sealants applied by dental therapists were
retained for at least three years and 46 percent less caries in these teeth. Similarly studies
in the U.S. showed good agreement between trained dental extenders and dentists in

dental caries screening.

In the United States, dentistry is an aging profession. Of the nation's roughly 162,000
practicing dentists, 22.5 percent were ages 55-64, and 10 percent were age 65 and older in
2005. A large portion of this group is expected to retire over the next five to ten years,
leaving an even greater need for other dental disciplines to be fully trained and ready to
move into the workforce. The national shortage of dentists means even greater hardships

for the Alaska Native people living in <ural Alaska.

Given the high number of oral health disparities faced by our people, the Alaska Native
Tribal Health Consortium supports the expanded function practices of Dental Hygienists and

Dertai Health Aide Therapists across Alaska and the United States.
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O utreach Consortium

Dentists reaching out to those in need

Dr. Michale Eocthe

Chugi.ik
Resident

Dr. Pete H ggms
cj.rl;anks
vice President

James R. Towle
Anchorjge
Secretary

Or Dave Eichler
North Pole
Treasurer

Dr Dave logar
Juneau
Director

flic Ilonoiablc I'oggy Wilson, Chair: &

lloiun.ible Members

House Committee lot Health I-ducation it Social Services
State Capitol Building

Juneau. AK 99901

| February 2008

Chairman Wilson& Honorable Members:

On behalf of the Hoard of Directors of the Alaska Dental Outreach Corporation
(ADOC), linyou tosupport the passage of llouse Bill 319& Senate Bill -219
eoneeriiing the expansion of duties for certified dental assistants.

These bills would allow greater access to care in rural areas iimcl increase the ability of
Identists tc deliver care undci the Medicaid and Denali Kid Care system

ADOC is a non-profit organization started by the Alaska Dental Society in 2007. It
Ihas requested IRS designation ns a tax-exempt entity, and is currently awaiting u ruling
Iprior to commencing operations. ADOC has been established to provide care in
[underserved rural areas of Alaska using volunteer dentists.

JThe adoption of HB-319/SB-239 will ensure that ADOC’s volunteer dentists are able
to use the expanded duty for dental assistants to significantly increase the amount of
care they are able to piovide compared to than would be possible under the exist
[statutes. Certified dental assistants placing fillings after the dentists have prepared
| teeth will allow our dental teams to work efficiently. One dentist working in concert

| with several assistants will be able to provide care to 50-75% more patients than a
dentist who is not allowed to delegate the “restorative services” authorized by these

bills.
[Allowing certified dental assistants to |)ei form coional polishing is also crucial to the
lefficient delivery ofcaie. Unless ADOC is able to recruit hygienists willing to
accompany our volunteer dentists and provide their services without compensation or
remuneration, it will be cost prohibitive for ADOC to provide basic dental hygiene
services. This will severely hinder ADOCs ability to provide this most basic of
preventive services Our dentists, dne to the more pressing need to restore decayed
[teeth, will be unable to provide little more than n minimal number of the cleanings
Jneeded in the communities we will serve However, with the adoption of these bills,
Idental assistants can provide coronal polishing, under the supervision of n dentist, who
lalter lemoving any calculus (tarter) and treating any sub-gingival (below the gum line)
|lieatment deemed appropriate, can loci s .m providing restorative and periodontal

I(gum) trijjuuient Dial is needed.
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Alaska Dental Society, Inc

9170 Jtwal Lakt Road, Suit* 203

Anchoraga, Alaska 99502 5390

(907) 563-3003 « FAX 563-3009
akdentalOalasl;a net

The Honorable Jay Ramras
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Bldg. Rm 118
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramras,
The Alaska Dental Society welcomes you back, for what we hope will be a productive
and rewarding 2008 session of the Alaska Legislature.

This session the Alaska Dental Society (ADS) is backing legislation sponsored by Sen.
Joe Thomas and Rep. Jay Ramras These bills are one of several steps the is undertaking
to increase access to dental care to rural and other Alaskans in need. A packet enclosed
provides information on the Expanded Duty for Dental Assistants Bills, HB-319 ar ' SB-
239, as well as other components of a strategic plan for dealing with the shortage of

dental care in Alaska.
Given the short 90 day session in 2008 we hope you will give HB-319 and SB-239 your
support and urge you fellow lawmakers to take prompt attention before preparation of the

FY2009 budget takes center stage.
Enclosed are complementary toothbrushes, floss for you and your staff.

Respectfully yours,

David Logan, DDS, Chairman
Legislative Committee



Alaska Dental Society, Inc.

5170 Jewel Lake Road. Suite 203

Anchorage. Alaska 99502-5390

(907) 563-3003 « FAX: 563-3009
akdentaitfalaska.net

Long Term Strategic Plan

for Providing Care

for the Underserved in Alaska

The majority of Alaskans enjoy access to excellent and affordable dental care - some of
the best in the world. A segment of the Alaska’s population does not have ready access
to basic dental care and struggles to pay for the treatment they need; particularly if they
have delayed seeking care and their condition has gotten worse and more difficult and

costly to treat.
The Alaska Dental Society has developed a long term strategic plan which will increase
access to care for those Alaskans most in need and with the greatest challenges to getting
regular care and treatment. It will require cooperation between the Alaska Dental and the

Alaska Dental Board, the Legislature, as well as the other state and federal agencies
responsible for dental and health care.
The Alaska Dental Society recommends the following steps to increase access to dental

care;
1 Legislation to expand the duties that can be assigned to auxiliary dental personnel.

Increasing the tasks performed by hygienists and assistants will increase efficiency

while lowering costs.
Implement a 10% tax at the wholesale level on soda pop, soft drinks that contain

significant percentages of sugar and candy products. Proceeds of the tax would be
directed to the general fund and used to offset key programs to improve and increase

access to dental care.
3. Inmplementation of a state grant program for deliver) of preventive care in

underserved areas.
Institute a loan program to encourage health care providers to deliver care in

underserved areas.
Modifications to the Medicaid system bv the Department of Health and Social

5

Services that will encourage rather than discourage dentists to participate
Incentives from the state to encourage communities to fluoridate communifv water
systens and development of a state program to provide fluoride supplenmenta’ion in
communities without fluoridated water.
More Je:a;!c] information on the abowve listed prograns cam be found mthe

iccorrpan;. ng material



housemajof;ty_email@housemajority.org

From:

Sont: Thursday, February 07, 2008 6 09 PM
To: Rep Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 319

From: swighs(#yahoo.com

Sear Representative Ramras,

I am writing to you as a dental hygienist who loves her job and loves her patients. 1
worked hard for my degree and am proud of the level of training ! received. | am very
concerned about HB J19.

You Bill states

Dental Hygienists are highly trained and highly educated professionals.
that only tarter free children would be polished by assistants, why would you want someone

with less hands on training and less education working on our most precious resource? We
should expect the same high level care for children that we do for adults and that is with
a hygienist.
RecentLy Dental Health Aides were allowed to practice in our rural
Dental Hygiene program was opened in Fairbanks. As more students graduate more
professionals will be available to treat the needs of Rural Alaska. They will be
professionals with at least 2 years of intense clinical training, which is what our

deserves.

areas and a new

states

Thank you,
Sarah Sullivan

Sarah Sullivan
Zip Code: 99709

DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL if you want to correspond with this author.
If suspected Spam please forward to: supportOhousemajority.org
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Support HB319

From: Rep. Jay Ramras
Sent: Saturday, February 23, 2008 S:03 FM

to: Patty Krueger ]
Subject:” fw: Allied Health Funding for uaf

Original Message------- _ _
From: rhyllis Pendergrast [mailto:soview@ yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 11:19 pm

To: Rep. JaP/_ Ramras )
subject: Allied Health Funding for uaf

Dear Jay,

Thank you for your good work and fine effort. Your support of the HB319 is

appreciated.
wife and | heard of the budget cut for the Allied Health program at UAF and
wanted to give you our opinion on this action.

am is one that can help satisfy the demand of access to

The new Dental Hygiene _progr [ S
care, we need more trained professionals to meet the demands of our coronunities.
in addition to being a sound idea for the care recipients it provides an opportunit

for individuals in the small towns and villages to receive a degree and provide muc¥1
needed care to their people.

The time to meet these demands is now. Any delays will only set back the already
needed care.

Any help you can give would be greatly appreciated and valued.

Respectfully,

Phyllis Pendergrast dmd
Charles w. Lemke

Be a better friend, newshound, and
know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile. Try it now. _
http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i 62sR8HDtDypao8wcj 9tAcJ

Page 1
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February 25,2008

Senate F,nance Committee
Laborand Commerce Committee

Rapraaantative Jay Ramras
State Capitol Rm 116
Juneau, AK 90801-1162
Phone: 465-3004
Fax-465-2070

Re. HOUSE BILL NO. 319

DearJay Ramras:

MynameteMayquoileBucMey. | have been a dental assistant for 11 yean, a CerYfled Dental Assistant
through OANB for 5 years and lam certified in dantai radiology through the Indian Health Servnaa.

DANB, the Dental Assisting National Board, Inc, la the national certifcation and cradentiaNng agency
for dantai assistants and Is recogntaad by the American Dantai Association. To meet tasting crifrta you
need to ysduata from an acoredNad dental aaaislant program at a unfrarety or have 2 years of
minimum wok experience In the dental laid. To provide quafty dantai oare m more advanced
prooadures a dantai aaaistant needs to have a strong foundation of dantai knowledge in infsolion
oonrol, radtology and general chair side ekile. They also need fo have dinlcal experianoe to aHowtime

to grow thair skill.

Noum Bid 319 gives dental assistants and our paMant population wa provide dantai oare to great
opportunbaa. However, regulating advanoe orooadurea Ike raatonrttve fondtone and coronal pdshing
w8 require more then completing a program of instruction approved by the board. Formal training
and at least 2 years of general cHntcal exparlance is needed to acquire the basic skM set in order
to provide quality dental care. With that knowledge then one may be reedy to expend their skilts,
knowledge and abilities to mors advance dental prooedunae. Providing safe and quality dental
care is a priority and can be achieved through training and experience.

I have been me clinical manager/supervisor for ANMC dental services for 5 years and supervise
30 ¢ dental assJatant at any one time. lalso oversee the dental assistant training program for
which moat of our dental assistants are hirtd from. Wa have set up our own Job progressions to
meet the clinical education and work experience listed above. This process has lead to Improved
dental aervtosa being provided and removes those Individuals who nay not be ss serious in

providing quality dental care.

Thank you for taking the time to review this letter end I hope that you wHfoonslder my
raoommandattona in your dedaiorw.

SCF Dantai
CkHcal Operations Manager

907-7296860

giOytftCyfinlflc
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Alaska Dantai Society, Inc.

9170 Jewel Late Hoad, Suite 203
Anchorage. Alaete 99602-5390
(907) 509-3003 « FAX: 603-3009

akdtntaie alaska.nai

April 2,200i

Members of the Senate HESS committee:

The Alaska Dental Society supports the changes mede to HB319 as presented in work
draft 25-L.S1281/T, which combines HB319 and HB136. We urge the committee to pass

HB319 out of committee.

David Lagap, DDS
Legislative Chair, Alaska Dental Society





