


Alaska State Legislature
Representative Peggy Wilson

House District 2 
Putting Alaska's Families First

MEMORANDUM

Date: April 1,2008

To: Senator Bettye Davis, Chair, Senate Health, Social Services, and Education
Comm ittee

From: Representative Peggy W iIson(̂ ,U'

Re: CSHB 207 -  Student Questionnaires and Surveys

I would like to request CSHB 207 be calendared in Senate HESS pending referral.
CSHB 207 will change the parental consent requirement for The Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey in schools from active to passive.

School based surveys continue to be a reliable method for gathering valuable population 
based information on youth. The current active consent overburdens the school system 
and significantly increases the costs involved in conducting student surveys. It is 
estim ated that over 80% of the parents who do not return written permission for 
participation in surveys is not because they do not want their child to take the survey, but 
rather because o f apathy, oversight or student error. This bill will change the current 
practice o f active permission to passive permission so that the parent has the option to 
deny permission rather than the requirement to provide written permission.

Thank you for considering this important piece o f legislation.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
S a n t o t  

SUM Captof, Room 403 
Juneau. AK 99001-1182 
Pham  (907) 405-3024 

1-000-000-3024 
Fax. (907) 405-3175

REPRESENTATIVE PEGGY WILSON 
HOUSE DISTRICT 2 

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
Committee Substitute House Bill 207 

“An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools.”

HB 207 changes the parental consent requirements for Youth Risk Behavior Survey in schools 
from active to passive.

School-based surveys are a reliable method for gathering valuable population based information 
on youth that helps policy makers, educators, program planners and parents to better understand 
important health and social issues that affect their chances of success.

Routine standardized surveys such as the national and state Youth Risk Behavior Survey track 
trends over time and help guide and evaluate important health and prevention programs. State 
and federal grant programs that rely on these surveys include tobacco prevention and control, 
obesity prevention, diabetes, heart disease and stroke, safe and drug free schools and other 
substance abuse prevention, injury prevention, including violence and suicide prevention, HIV 
and STD prevention, and more.

Active parental consent requires written permission to opt in to participate in the survey. Active 
parental consent overburdens the school system and drasticai.y increases the costs and labor 
involved in conducting student surveys. Though research and experience suggests that the vast 
majority of parents would consent to their students participating in such surveys, many schools 
are unable to use the data they collect because there are not enough participants. Most of the 
research indicates parental failures to provide written permission arc driven by apathy, oversight, 
or student enror, not by refusal. Passive parental consent noiifies and informs the parents about 
the nature of the surveys and allows for parents to provide a written refusal to opt out of the 
survey.

Notification of surveys and their content will still be sent to every parent of a child that is a 
candidate participant in the survey. A parent will have the option of reviewing ihe entire survey 
and how it will be administered before it is administered. Any parent who doesn’t want their 
child to participate will have the option to opt-out.

The House Rules Committee Substitute made a change to allow passive permission for the Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey.

Interim.
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FISCAL NOTE
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Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): _____
Title Student Questionnaires and Surveys

Fiscal Note Number:
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Sponsor
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Representative Wilson 
House HESS

Dept Affected: Education__________
RDU Teach nq A Learning Support ~
Component Student and School Achievement"

Component No. 2796

Expendlturea/Revenuea (Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
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2007 State and Local 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey

This survey is about health behavior. It has been developed so you can 
tell us what you do that may affect your health. The information you 
give will be used to develop better health education for young people like 
yourself.

DO NOT write your name on this survey. The answers you give will be 
kept private. No one will know what you write. Answer the questions 
based on what you really do.

Completing the urvey is voluntary. Whether or not you answer the 
questions will not affect your grade in this class. If you are not 
comfortable answering a question, just leave it blank.

The questions that ask about your background will be used only to 
describe the types o f  students completing this survey. The information 
will not be used to find out your name. No names will ever be reported.

Make sure to read every question. Fill in the ovals completely. When 
you are finished, follow the instructions o f the person giving you the 
survey.

Thank you very much for your help.
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DIRECTIONS
• Use a HI pencil only.
• Make dark marks.
• Fill in a response like th is :( j \)  (IT ) ( j ) )
• If you change your answer, erase your old answer cc mpletely.

Male

3. In what grade are you?
GO 9th grade
Q p 10th grade
<Xj 11 th grade
G p 12th grade
( f p  Ungraded or other grade

4. Are you Hispanic or Latino?
0 0  Yes
( B ;  N o

5. What is your race? (Select one or more responses.)
0 0  American Indian or Alaska Native
O p Asian
u p  Black or African American
QX) Native Hawaiian *. Other Pacific Islander
U p  White

1. How old are you? 
yp 12 years old or younger
J p 13 years old
CJ 14 years old
I p  15 years old
I p  16 years old
Fj 17 years old
G ) 18 years old or older

2. What is your sex?
Female
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How tall are you without your shoes on?
Directions: Write your height in the shaded blank boxes. Fill in the matching oval below each number.

Example

Height

Fret liK'hri

5 7

© ©
© ©
• ©
© ©
© ©

©
©
•

©
©
©

How much do you weigh without your shoes on?
Directions: Write your weight in the shaded blank boxes. Fill in the matching oval below each number.

Example

Wright

Poundi

t J 2

G) © ©
© ©

(T) ©
© © ©

© ©
# ©
© ©
© ©
© ©
© ©
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8. When you rode a bicycle during the past 12 months, how often did you wear a helmet?
0 0  I did not ride a bicycle during the past 12 months 
GO Never wore a helmet
GO Rarely wore a helmet
GO Sometimes wore a helmet 
G p Most of the time wore a helmet
(? ) Always wore a helmet

often do you wear a seat belt when riding in a car driven by someone else?
Never 
Rarely 
Sometimes 
Most of the time 
Always

10. During the past 30 days, how many times did you ride in a car or other vehicle driven by 
someone who had been drinking alcohol?

0 times
1 time
2 or 3 times 
4 or 5 times 
6 or more times

11. During the past 30 days, how many times did you drive a car or other vehicle when you 
had been drinking alcohol?

0 times
1 time
2 or 3 times 
4 or 5 times 
6 or more times

T h e  n e x t  4  q u e s t i o n s  a s k  a b o u t  s a f e t y .

The next 11 questions ask about violence-related behaviors.

12. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon such as a gun, knife,
or club?
) 0 days
> 1 day

<35> 2 or 3 days
(D j1 4 or 5 days

l 6 or more days
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13. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a gun?
0 days
1 day
2 or 3 days 
4 or 5 days 
6 or more days

14. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon such as a gun, knife, 
or club on school property?

0 days
1 day
2 or 3 days 
4 or 5 days 
6 or more days

15. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you not go to school because you felt 
^ou would be unsafe at school or on your way to or from school?
1A) 0 days

1 day
2 or 3 days 
4 or 5 days 
6 or more days

16. During the past 12 months, how many times has someone threatened or injured you with 
a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club on school property?
CA) 0 times

1 time
2 or 3 times 
4 or 5 times 
6 or 7 times 
8 or 9 times 
10 or 11 times 
12 or more times

17. During the past 12 months, how many tim>s has someone stobn or deliberately damaged 
£pur property such as your car, clothing, or books on school property?

0 times
1 time
2 or 3 times 
4 or 5 times 
6 or 7 times 
8 or 9 times 
10 or 11 times 
12 or more times
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During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight?
0 times

u p 1 time
U p 2 or 3 times

© 4 or 5 times
u p 6 or 7 times

© 8 or 9 times
© 10 or 11 times

12 or more times

During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight in which you 
were injured and had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?
U p  0 times
U p  I time
U p  2 or 3 times
U p  4 or 5 times
Q p 6 or more times

During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight on school 
property?
U p  0 times
U p  1 time
u p  2 or 3 times
U p 4 or 5 times
U p  6 or 7 times
U p  8 or 9 times
U p  10 or 11 times
(H ) 12 or more times

During the past 12 months, did your boyfriend or girlfriend ever hit, slap, or physically 
hurt you on purpose?
O p Yes
®  No

Have you ever been physically forced to have sexual intercourse when you did not want 
to?
®  Yes
U p  No
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The next 5 questions ask about sad feelings and attempted suicide. S. metimes people feel 
so depressed about the future that they may consider attempting suicide, that is, taking 
some action to end their own life.

23. During the past 12 months, did you ever feel so sad or hopeless almost every day for two 
weeks or more in a row that you stopped doing some usual activities?
®  Yes 
®  No

24. During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously consider attempting suicide?
® )  Yes
®  No

25. During the past 12 months, did you make a plan about how you would attempt suicide? 
(A j Yes
®  No

26. During the past 12 months, how many times did you actually attempt suicide?
O p 0 times
U3) 1 time
U p  2 or 3 times
(TO 4 or 5 times
U p  6 or more times

27. If you attempted suicide during the past 12 months, did any attempt result in an injury,

f
 isoning, or overdose that had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?

1 did not attempt suicide during the past 12 months

Yes
No

The next 11 questions ask about tobacco use.

28. Have you ever tried cigarette smoking, even one or two puffs?
® )  Yes
( ip  No

29. How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette for the first time?
I have never smoked a whole cigarette
8 years old or younger
9 or 10 years old
I I or 12 years old 
13 or 14 years old 
15 or 16 years old 
17 years old or older 7 2007 YRBS



During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes?
0 days

c © 1 or 2 days
© 3 to 5 days

6 to 9 days
© 10 to 19 days

20 to 29 days
© All 30 days

During the past 30 days, on the days you smoked, how many cigarettes did you smoke 
per day?
®  I did not smoke cigarettes during the past 30 days
iD  Less than I cigarette per day
xO 1 cigarette per day
i j j  2 to 5 cigarettes per day
i p  6 to 10 cigarettes per day
T j  11 to 20 cigarettes per day
u ) More than 20 cigarettes per day

During the past 30 days, how did you usually get your own cigarettes? (Select only one 
response.)

I did not smoke cigarettes during the past 30 days
© I bought them in a store such as a convenience store, supermarket, discount store,

or gas station

© I bought them from a vending machine
I gave someone else money to buy them for me
1 borrowed (or bummed) them from someone else
A person 18 years old or older gave them to me

© I took them from a store or family member
I got them some other way

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes on school 
property?
A> 0 days
J3) 1 or 2 days
O  3 to 5 days
15) 6 to 9 days
EJ 10 to 19 days
JO 20 to 29 days
7?) All 30 days
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Have you ever smoked cigarettes daily, that is, at least one cigarette every day for 30 
days?
©  Yes
(B ) No

During the past 12 months, did you ever try to quit smoking cigarettes?

§
1 did not smoke during the past 12 months

Yes

No

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip, 
such as Redman, Levi Garrett, Beechnut. Skoal, Skoal Bandits, or Copenhagen?
© )  0 days
© > 1 or 2 days
U p  3 to 5 days
G y 6 to 9 days
u p  10 to 19 days
Q p 20 to 29 days
©  All 30 days

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use chewing tobacco, snufT, or dip 
on school property?0 days© 1 or 2 days© 3 to 5 days
© 6 to 9 days
© * 0 to 19 days
QQ 20 to 29 days® All 30 days

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigars, cigarillos, or little
cigars?
© > 0 days
© 1 or 2 days
u p 3 to 5 days
© 6 to 9 days
© 10 to 19 days
© 20 to 29 days
® All 30 days
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The next 6 questions ask about drinking alcohol. This includes drinking beer, wine, wine 
coolers, and liquor such as rum, gin, vodka, or whiskey. For these questions, drinking 
alcohol does not include drinking a few sips of wine for religious purposes.

39. During your life, on how many days have you had at least one drink o f alcohol?
0 days
1 or 2 days 
3 to 9 days
10 to 19 days 
20 to 39 days 
40 to 99 days 
100 or more days

40. How old were you when you had your first drink of alcohol other than a few sips? 
J V  I have never had a drink o f alcohol other than a few sips

8 years old or younger
9 or 10 years old
11 or 12 years old 
13 or 14 years old 
15 or 16 years old 
17 years old or older

41.

42.

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at least one drink o f alcohol? 
^A) 0 days

1 or 2 days 
3 to 5 days 
6 to 9 days 
10 to 19 days 
20 to 29 days 
All 30 days

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have 5 or more drinks of alcohol i 
row, that is, within a couple o f hours?

in a

Q v 0 days
(§5 1 day

2 days
© 3 to 5 days
© 6 to 9 days
Q g 10 to 19 days
© 20 or more days
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43. During the past 30 days, how did you usually get the alcohol you drank?
I did not drink alcohol during the past 30 days
I bought it in a store such as a liquor store, convenience store, supermarket, 
discount store, or gas station 
I bought it at a restaurant, bar, or club 
I bought it at a public event such as a concen or sporting event 
I gave someone else money to buy it for me 
Someone gave it to me 
I took it from a store or family member 
I got it some other way

44. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at least one drink o f alcohol on
school property?

Odays
1 or 2 days

<x) 3 to 5 days
6 to 9 days
10 to 19 days

GO 20 to 29 days
© All 30 days

The next 4 questions ask about marijuana use. Marijuana also is called grass or pot.

45. During your life, how many times have you used marijuana?
0 times
1 or 2 times 
3 to 9 times 
10 to 19 times 
20 to 39 times 
40 to 99 times 
100 or more times

46. How old were you when you tried marijuana for the first time? 
[A ) I have never tried marijuana

8 years old or younger
9 or 10 years old 
11 or 12 years old 
13 or 14 years old 
15 or 16 years old 
17 years old or older
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47. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use marijuana?
® 0 times
© 1 or 2 times

© 3 to 9 times

© 10 to 19 times
© 20 to 39 times
(J v 40 or more times

48. During the past 30 days, how man> times did you use marijuana on achool property?
® 0 times

1 or 2 times

© 3 to 9 times

© 10 to 19 times

© 20 to 39 times
O v 40 or more times

The next 9 questions ask about other drugs.

49. During your life, how many times have you used any form of cocaine, including powder, 
crack, or freebase?

© 0 times
© 1 or 2 times

© 3 to 9 times
10 to 19 times

© 20 to 39 times
O v 40 or more times

50. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use any form of cocaine, including 
powder, crack, or freebase?

© 0 times
© 1 or 2 times

© 3 to 9 times
© 10 to 19 times
© 20 to 39 times
O v 40 or more times

51. During your life, how many times have you sniffed glue, breathed the contents o f aerosol
spray cans, or inhaled any paints or sprays to get high?

0 times 
© )  1 or 2 times
U p  3 to 9 times
Q® 10 to 19 times
U p  20 to 39 times
(J v 40 or more times
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52. During your life, how many times have you used heroin (also called smack, junk, or 
China White)?
0*0 0 times
U p 1 or 2 times
U p  3 to 9 times
u p  10 to 19 times
U p  20 to 39 times
(F ) 40 or more times

53. During your life, how many times have you used methamphetamines (also called speed, 
crystal, crank, or ice)?

0 times 
U p  1 or 2 times
u p  3 to 9 times
u p  10 to 19 times
U p  20 to 39 times
Q \) 40 or more times

54. During your life, how many times have you used ecstasy (also called MDMA)?
0 times 

U p  1 or 2 times
U p  3 to 9 times
U p  10 to 19 times
U p  20 to 39 times
(T ) 40 or more times

55. During your life, how many times have you taken steroid pills or shots without a 
doctor's prescription?

(̂ } 0 times
u p  1 or 2 times
U p  3 to 9 times
U p  10 to 19 times
U p  20 to 39 times
(£ ) 40 or more times

56. During your life, how many times have you used a needle to inject any illegal drug into 
your body?

0 times
1 time
2 or more times
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57. During the past 12 months, has anyone offered, sold, or given you an illegal drug on 
school property?
GO Yes
(1 ) No

The next 7 questions ask about sexual behavior.

58. Have you ever had sexual intercourse?
GD Yes
®  No

59. How old were you when you had sexual intercourse for the first time?
© I have never had sexual intercourse
u p 11 years old or younger
© 12 years old
© 13 years old
© 14 years old
Q 15 years old
© 16 years old
© 17 years old or older

60. During your life, with how many people have you had sexual intercourse?
® I have never had sexual intercourse
© 1 person
© 2 people

3 people
U p 4 people
Q \) 5 people
© 6 or more people

61. During the past 3 months, with how many people did you have sexual intercourse?
GO I have never had sexual intercourse
U p  I have had sexual intercourse, but not during the past 3 months
© )  1 person
U p  2 people
U p 3 people
O p 4 people
U p  5 people

6 or more people

62. Did you drink alcohol or use drugs before you had sexual intercourse the last time?

§
1 have never had sexual intercourse
Yes

No
14 2007 YRBS



The last time you had sexual intercourse, did you or your partner use a condom?
© )  I have never had sexual intercourse 
®  Yes
©  No

The last time you had sexual intercourse, what one method did you or your partner use 
to prevent pregnancy? (Select only one response.)

I have never had sexual intercourse
y p No method was used to prevent pregnancy
© Birth control pills

Condoms
U p Depo-Provera (injectable birth control)
m Withdrawal

Some other method
u S Not sure

next 7 questions ask about body weight.

How do you describe your weight?
(7p Very underweight 
© )  Slightly underweight
© )  About the right weight 
© )  Slightly overweight
U p  Very overweight

Which o f the following are you trying to do about your weight?
© )  Lose weight
U p  Gain weight
© )  Stay the same weight
(D) I am not trying to do anything about my weight

During the past 30 days, did you exercise to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight? 
O p Yes
©  No

During the past 30 days, did you eat less food, fewer calories, or foods low in fat to 
lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?
Q p Yes
©  No

During the past 30 days, did you go without eating for 24 hours or more (also called 
fasting) to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?
© )  Yes
®  No
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70. During the past 30 days, did you take any diet pills, powders, or liquids without a 
doctor's advice to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight? (Do not include meal

f
lacement products such as Slim Fast.)

Yes

No

71. During the past 30 days, did you vomit or take laxatives to lose weight or to keep from
ning weight?

The next 8 questions ask about food you ate or drank during the past 7 days. Think about 
all the meals and snacks you had from the time you got up until you went to bed. Be sure 
to include food you ate at home, at school, at restaurants, or anywhere else.

72. During the past 7 days, how many times did you drink 100% fruit juices such as orange 
juice, apple juice, or grape juice? (Do not count punch, Kool-Aid, sports drinks, or other 
fruit-flavored drinks.)
QQ 1 did not drink 100% fruit juice during the past 7 days
QD 1 to 3 times during the past 7 days
U p  4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
U p  1 time per day
U p  2 times per day
U p  3 times per day
(G ) 4 or more times per day

73. During the past 7 days, how many times did you eat fruit? (Do not count fruit juice.)
O p I did not eat fruit during the past 7 days
U p  1 to 3 times during the past 7 days
U p  4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
U p  1 time per day
U p  2 times per day
Q p 3 times per day
(Xj) 4 or more times per day

74. During the past 7 days, how many times did you eat green salad?
O p I did not eat green salad during the past 7 days
U p  1 to 3 times during the past 7 days
U p  4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
U p  1 time per day
U p  2 times per day

3 times per day 
U p  4 or more times per day

Yes
No
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During the past 7 days, how many times did you eat potatoes? (Do not count french 
fries, fried potatoes, or potato chips.)

I did not eat potatoes during the past 7 days 
1 to 3 times during the past 7 days 
4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
1 time per day
2 times per day
3 times per day
4 or more times per day

During the past 7 days, how many times did you eat carrots?
1 ) I did not eat carrots during the past 7 days 

1 to 3 times during the past 7 days 
4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
1 time per day
2 times per day
3 times per day
4 or more times per day

During the past 7 days, how many times did you eat other vegetables? (Do not count 
jreen salad, potatoes, or carrots.)
£A) I did not eat other vegetables during the past 7 days 

1 to 3 times during the past 7 days 
4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
1 time per day
2 times per day
3 times per day
4 or more times per day

During the past 7 days, how many times did you drink a can, bottle, or glass of soda or 
)p, such as Coke, Pepsi, or Sprite? (Do not include diet soda or diet pop.)

[A^ I did not drink soda or pop during the past 7 days
1 to 3 times during the past 7 days 
4 to 6 times during the past 7 days
1 time per day
2 times per day
3 times per day
4 or more times per day
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During the past 7 days, how many glasses of milk did you drink? (Include the milk you 
drank in a glass or cup, from a carton, or with cereal. Count the half pint o f milk served 
at school as equal to one glass.)
(A ) I did not drink milk during the past 7 days 

1 to 3 glasses during the past 7 days 
4 to 6 glasses during the past 7 days
1 glass per day
2 glasses per day
3 glasses per day
4 or more glasses per day

The next 5 questions ask about physical activity.

80. During the past 7 days, on how many days were you physically active for a total o f at 
least 60 minutes per day? (Add up all the time you spend in any kind o f physical 
activity that increases your heart rate and makes you breathe hard some of the time.) 
(A ) 0 days

1 day
2 days
3 days
4 days
5 days
6 days
7 days

81. On an average school day, how many hours do you watch TV? 
Ca )  I do not watch TV on an average school day 

Less than 1 hour per day
1 hour per day
2 hours per day
3 hours per day
4 hours per day
5 or more hours per ciay
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82. On an average school day, how many hours do you play video or computer games or use 
a computer for something that is not school work? (Include activities such as Nintendo, 
Game Boy, PlayStation, Xbox, computer games, and the Internet.)
(A ) I do not play video or computer games or use a computer for something that is not 

school work
Less than 1 hour per day
1 hour per day
2 hours per day
3 hours per day
4 hours per day
5 or more hours per day

83. In an average week when you are in school, on how many days do you go to physical 
education (PE) classes?

0 days
1 day
2 days
3 days
4 day*
5 days

84. During the past 12 months, on how many sports teams did you play? (Include any teams 
run by your school or community groups.)

0 teams
1 team
2 teams
3 or more teams

The next 3 questions ask about other health-related topics.

85. Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection in school?

§
Yes 
No

Not sure

86. Has a doctor or nurse ever told you that you have asthma?

§
Yes 
No

Not sure

§
I
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Do you still have asthma?
I have never had asthma 
Yes 
No
Not sure

This is the end of the survey. 
T h an k  you very m uch fo r yo u r help.



George W. Brown, MD *
Community Pediatrician 

1640 Second S t Douglas, AK 99824 907 364 2726 q\vi i o\/n / fa(d>yahoo com

Representative Peggy Wilson April i 2007
Alaska State Capitol Room 403 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Wilson:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of HB 207 yesterday. Since 
returning to Juneau after 1 & 1/2 years medical work in Kenya, I sense a fresh 
wind is blowing for the future of Alaska. The discussion about HB 207 is an 
example. I know you and your legislative colleagues must look hard at state 
government costs It is also obvious that all the requests and worthwhile ideas 
thrown at you cannot be supported. Making and sticking with priorities is hard 
work. The study your HESS committee did last year is an example.

One of the most important priorities for Alaska’s future is her children. I am most 
grateful SB 4 and CS for HB 198 have addressed Denali Kid Care (DKC). Yet for 
children, it is necessary to promote further improvements for child health care 
access. SB 87, as well as HB140, aims to do this. Their ultimate goal is 
extending DKC to 200% of the federal poverty level for all and to 300% for 
families willing and able to provide a co-pay. Such increase in access to child 
health care will cost us state dollars for many years. But, as Dr. Monica Gross 
said in her testimony for HB 140, the process of getting many more children into 
regular medical care (we call it their “medical homes") means work on prevention 
and on-going health education for parents and children. It is a pleasure to see 
hard working families bring in their children for regular well child and adolescent 
care to receive these preventive and education services. Public health and child 
health economists have calculated the cost savings from such regular care which 
decreases emergency room and hospital use. This gives back $4.50 to DKC for 
every $1 spent.

Please make HB 140 a priority for consideration through the necessary 
committee process so it, or a similar CS, will go for a floor vote this session. As 
citizens continue to see the legislative and administration work of consensus and 
cooperation this year, the “answer" truly seems to be "blowing in the wind”.

Respectfully,

j . 'a>. j i j/ v  /  ' y  t
cc: House and Senate Finance and Rules members
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American Heart I American Stroke 

Association. I Association.
Learn an d  Live.

Pacific/Mountain Affiliate
3700 Woodland Drive, Suite 700 

Anchorage, AK 99517-2555 
907.865.5303 (phone) 

888 276.0858 (toll-free) 
907.865.5310 (fax) 
americanheart.org

A pril 1 1 , 2 0 0 7

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  P e g g y  W ils o n  

S t a t e  C a p ito l, R o o m  4 0 3  

J u n e a u ,  A K 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  W ilso n :

T h e  A m e r ic a n  H e a r t  A s s o c ia t io n  i s  w r it in g  to  y o u  in  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 0 7 ,  a  b ill th a t  

w o u ld  c h a n g e  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n t s  o f p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  fo r s t u d e n t s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 

a n o n y m o u s  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  a n d  s u r v e y s .  C u r re n t ly , p a r e n t s  m u s t  a c t iv e ly  c o n s e n t  

in  o rd e r  fo r th e ir  c h ild  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  a n o n y m o u s  s u r v e y s  a b o u t  s t u d e n t  h e a lth  a n d  

b e h a v io r .  If H B  2 0 7  w e r e  to  b e c o m e  la w , p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  c o u ld  s t i l l  o p t o u t o f 

p a r t ic ip a t io n , b u t  if t h e y  d e c l in e d  to  op t o u t , th e ir  c o n s e n t  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  w o u ld  b e  

im p lie d .

T h e  A m e r ic a n  H e a r t  A s s o c ia t io n  i s  a  n a t io n a l v o lu n ta r y  h e a lt h  a g e n c y  w h o s e  

m is s io n  i s  to  r e d u c e  d is a b i l i t y  a n d  d e a th  fro m  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d i s e a s e s  a n d  s t r o k e . 

T h e  A m e r ic a n  H e a r t  A s s o c ia t io n  s u p p o r t s  H B  2 0 7  b e c a u s e  it w o u ld  m a k e  it f e a s ib le  

to  c o l le c t  w e ig h t e d ,  s t a t i s t ic a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  d a t a  to  a c c o m p l i s h  im p o r ta n t  p u b lic  

h e a lt h  t a s k s  l ik e  t r a c k in g  c h i ld h o o d  p h y s ic a l  a c t iv ity  le v e l s ,  a n d  e n s u r in g  th a t  

t o b a c c o  p r e v e n t io n  p r o g r a m s  d ir e c te d  a t  o u r  y o u th  a r e  o n - t a r g e t  a n d  a c t u a l ly  

e f f e c t iv e  in  r e d u c in g  to b a c c o  u s e .

B y  a l lo w in g  t h e  s t a t e  to  t r a c k  th e  h e a lth  o f o u r  c h i ld r e n , H B  2 0 7  w ill r e s u lt  in  b e tte r , 

m o re  e f f e c t iv e  p r o g r a m s  d ir e c te d  a t  A la s k a ’s  c h i ld r e n , a n d  u lt im a te ly  r e d u c e  

p r e v e n t a b le  t h r e a t s  to  c a r d io v a s c u la r  h e a lt h  l ik e  t o b a c c o  u s e  a n d  c h r o n ic  o b e s it y .

T h a n k  y o u ,

HULAA-OX

S u z a n n e  M e u n ie r  

D ir e c to r  o f A d v o c a c y

Please remember the American Heart Association in your will.



From: Chris Chandler & Randy Magen [mailto:chrisrandy@gci.net]
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2007 1:10 PM 
To: Rep. Peggy Wilson 
Subject: HB 207

Dear Representative Peggy Wilson,
I support your efforts with HB 207:
!!B 207, an act re la t in g to questionnaires and surveys administered in 
schools, sponsored by Representative Peggy Wilson, changes the 
permission required fo r students to p a rtic ip a te  from ac tive to passive. 
That means a student pa rtic ip a te s unless a parent/guardian says "no".
As you may re c a ll, the permission requirement was changed to ac tive in 
the la te 1990's w ith the re su lt tha t survey data co lle c ted was 
in s u f f ic ie n t or not v a lid  fo r use. The Youth Risk Behavioral Survey 
(YRBS) suffe red the most.
As a Family Nurse Practitioner Graduate Student and am currently 
completing a thesis on adolescent and young adult males and sexual 
risk taking behaviors. It has been extremely difficult, if not impossible 
to find appropriate outlets to gather information for my survey. I 
support your effort in bring this bill into action.
Christine Chandler, RN, BSN, MSN/FNP graduate student

mailto:chrisrandy@gci.net


From: Redwood, Diana [mai1 to :dredwood&anmc.o rg )
Sent: Thursday, A p r il 12, 2007 9:55 AM 
To: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Cc: Rep. Bob Roses; Rep. Anna Fairclough; Rep. Mark Neuman; Rep. Paul 
Seaton; Rep. Sharon Cissna; Rep. Berta Gardner
Sub ject: * * * * * S PAM * * * * * FW: HB 207,House H&SS Thursday at 3PM, change 
permission fo r surveys

Good morning,

I ju s t wanted to take a moment to voice my support fo r HB 207, an act 
re la t in g  to questionnaires and surveys administered in schools, changing the 
permission required fo r students to p a rtic ip a te  from ac tive to passive. 
In formation from surveys such as the YRBS are v i t a l to preventing and 
reducing health ris k s .

I am in f u l l support of th is b i l l ,  and hope tha t i t  passes in to law.
Thank you fo r the opportun ity to w rite .
S in ce re ly ,
Diana Redwood

Diana Redwood, MS, MPH
N u tr it io n  Research S pec ia lis t
O ffice of Alaska Native Health Research
Alaska Native T rib a l Health Consortium
4315 Diplomacy Dr
Anchorage AK 99508
Phone: 907.729.3959
Fax: 907.729.2924
E-mail : dredwood<?anmc.org



W h a t  is the Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS)?
The 5 RBSS was developed in 1990 to monitor priority health risk behaviors that contribute 
markedly to the leading causes of death, disability, and social problems among youth and adults 
in the United States. These behaviors, often established during childhood and early adolescence, 
include
• Tobacco use.
• Unhealthy dietary behaviors.
•  I n a d e q u a te  phys ica l  activity.
• Alcohol and other drug use
• Sexual behav iors that contribute to unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, 

including HIV infection.

• Behaviors that contribute to unintentional injuries and violence.

Whai are the purposes of the YRBSS?
T h e  5 RBSS w a s  d e s ig n e d  to
• Determine the prevalence ot health risk behaviors.
• Assess whether health risk behaviors increase, decrease, or stay the same over time.
• Examine the co-occurrence of health risk behaviors.
• Provide comparable national, state, and local da»a.
• Provide comparable data among subpopulations of youth.
• Monitor progress toward achieving the Healthy People 2010 objectives and other 

program indicators.

What are the components of the YRBSS?
The 'i RBSS includes national, state, and local school-based surveys of representative samples of 
9 ' through 12lh grade students. These surveys are conducted every two years, usually during the 
spring semester. The national survey, conducted by CD C , provides data representative of high 
school students in public and private schools in the United States. The state and local surveys, 
conducted by departments of health and education, provide data representative of public high 
school students in each state or local school district.

The 5 RBSS also includes additional national surveys conducted by C D C :
• Tin Youth Risk Behavior Survey, conducted in 1992 as a follow back to the National Health 

Interview Survey among nearly 1 1,000 persons aged 12-21 years.
• The National College Health Risk Behavior Survey, conducted in 1995 among a 

representative sample of about 5,000 undergraduate students.
• The National Alternative High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, conducted in 1998 

among a representative sample of almost 9,000 students in alternative high schools.
• A series of methodological studies conducted in 1992, 2000, 2002, and 2004 to improve 

the quality and interpretation of the YRBSS data.
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Topic: S tuden t Surveys
In Jan u ary  2002, the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (P P R A ) w as amended by the 
Elem entary and Secondary Education Act of 2001 (also known as  the No Child Left Behind Act). 
The amendment added an additional category (religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the 
student or student s parent) to the existing categories that impact student surveys and made 
minor changes to the existing seven categories If a survey contains one or more of the 
identified categories, schools and contractors must protect student privacy and give parents the 
right to inspect the survey The eight categories are

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

7.
8.

Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student's parent 
Mental and psychological problems of the student or the student's family;
Sex  behavior or attitudes
Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior
Critical appraisals of other individuals with wh m respondents have close family
relationships
Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers
Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or student's parent
Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program
or for receiving financa l assistance  under such program).

A local educational agency (LE A ) that receives funds under any U .S . Department of Education 
program is required to develop and adopt policies, in consultation with parents, concerning 
student privacy ” he policies relating to surveying of students must address

• The right of parents to inspect, upon request, a survey created by a third parly before the 
survey is administered or distributed by a school to students, and procedures for 
granting a parent request to a cce ss  the survey within a reasonable period of time after 
the request is received

• Arrangem ents to protect student privacy in the event of the administration of a survey to 
students, including the right of parents to inspect, upon request, the survey if the survey 
contains one or more of the eight categories of information noted above.

However, an L E A  is not required to develop and adopt new policies if it has in place -- and did 
so on the date of enactment of the Elem entary and Secondary Education Act of 2001 -- policies 
covering the requirements set forth in the law

L E A s  must directly notify parents of these policies, and at a minimum, they shall provide the 
notice at least annually, at the beginning of the school year Also, an L E A  shall notify parents

Copies of this and other ESEA Information Updates can be found at www.dpi.state wi us/dpi/esea

http://www.dpi.state
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within a reasonable period of time if any substantive change is made to the policies In the 
notification, the LE A  shall:

P ro v id e  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r p a re n ts  to  o p t o u t o l ( re m o v e  th e ir c h ild  fro m ) p a rt ic ip a tio n  in 
the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f a n y  s u rv e y  c o n ta in in g  o n e  o r m o re  o f the  e ig h t c a te g o r ie s  o f 
in fo rm a tio n  n o te d  a b o v e , a n d 

• P ro v id e  p a re n ts  w ith  the  s p e c if ic  or a p p ro x im a te  d a te s  d u rin g  the  s c h o o l y e a r w h e n  the 
s u rv e y s  a re  s c h e d u le d

Confusion often exists about prior written parental consent, also known as  'active" parental 
perm ission, and if it is required before a student may participate in a survey that asks for 
personal information described in P P R A  (e g , sexual behavior, illegal or antisocial behavior, 
and mental or psychological problems). Exam ples of common surveys used in W isconsin that 
collect personal information are the Youth R isk Behavior Survey (Y R B S ) and the Search 
Institute Profiles of Student Life: Attitudes and Behaviors. Currently. P P R A  only requires active 
parental permission before minor students are required to participate in any survey, funded in 
whole or in part by the U S . Department of Education fhat reveals information concerning one or 
more of the eight categories noted above. Most student surveys administered in W isconsin, 
such as the Y R B S , are voluntary, and if administered properly (students are instructed on the 
voluntary nature), active parental permission is not required and "passive" parental permission 
is allowable. "Passive" m eans the parent is provided an opportunity to opt out of (remove the 
child from) participation. The district may assum e parental consent if they hear no timely 
objection from the parent.

S p e c if ic  q u e s tio n s  re la te d  to  th is  b u lle tin  s h o u ld  be  d ire c te d  to:

D o u g  W h ite , D ire c to r
S tu d e n t S e rv ic e s /P re v e n tio n  a n d  W e lln e s s  T e a m
(608)266-5158
d o u g la s  w h ite @ d p i.s ta te  w i.u s

R e fe re n ce s :

1 U S D epartm ent ol Education. Fam ily Policy C om pliance Office. (2002) Hot topics R ecenl changes 
affecting FERPA & PPRA (http / w ww  ed gov/offices/O M /fpco/hot. topics/ht. 10-28-02 html) 
W ashington. D C

2 U S Departm ent of Health and Hum an Services. Centers for D isease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Chronic D isease Prevention and Health Prom otion. D ivision of Adolescent School 
Health. (2002) Parental Perm ission C onducting a successful Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
vvlh Actixe Parental P erm iss ion . Atlanta. GA



AARP Alaska

May 1, 7007

The Honorable Jay Ramras, Chair 
House Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: HB 207 (Wilson)—Support
Dear Chair Ramras:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, we strongly encourage you and ycur 
colleagues on the House Judiciary Committee to support HB 207, authored by 
Representative Peggy Wilson.

AARP is the world’s largest organization of grandparents. There are over 89,000 AARP 
members in Alaska. Most of our members benefited from participating in America’s 
public education program. We are strong supporters of public education. We understand 
that, to be suocessfiil, educators must be able to secure information that aids in their 
decision-making. This includes student surveys.

Currently parents must opt-in to have their students participate in surveys. HB 207 
would return us to our previous system in which a parent would have to opt-out if they 
did not wish their child to participate in a survey.

Knowing how difficult die current situation has been for successful surveys, AARP 
supports HB 207, recognizing that surveys of students will only be worthwhile if 
sufficient numbers participate. The grandparents of AARP support public education and 
successful survey research for our Alaska students.

We urge an “AYE” vote on HB 207.

3601 C S treet, Suite  1 4 2 01 A nchor**#, AK 9 9 5 0 31 to ll-free  866-227-74471 907-341-2270 fax  | to ll-free  877-434-7536 TTY 
M arie F. Sm ith, P ro id e n t  | W illiam  D. Novell!, C hief Executive O fficer | w vvw .aarp .org/ik



have any questions about our position, please M  ftec to oontact me (586- 
3637) or Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907*762*3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlm, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
41S Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Vioe-Cfcair Nancy Dahlstrom
Representative John Coghill 
Representative Ralph Samuels 
Representative Max Gruenberg 
Representative Lindsey Holmes 
Representative Bob Lynn 
Representative Peggy Wilson



May 1,2007

Representative Peggy Wilson 
P.O. Box 109 
Wrangell, AK 99929

RK: HB207— Student Questionnaires and Surveys 

Dear Rep. Wilson:

Please accept this letter from the Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition in support of HB 207, 
an Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools.

A project of United Way of Mat-Su and its diverse community partners, the Mat-Su Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition is a collaborative effort involving the following organizations: Alaska Family 
Services. Inc., Alaska State Troopers— Palmer Post, Daybreak Inc., the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, Mat-Su Health Foundation, Mat-Su Health Services Inc., 
Mat-Su Regional Medical Center, Nugen’s Ranch, Palmer Police Department, State of Alaska, Division 
of Behavioral Health, Wasilla Police Department, United Way of Mat-Su, Valley Christian Conference 
and Valley Pastors’ Prayer Network.

Through the Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition, the above community agencies and their 
representatives have committed to develop and implement a comprehensive multi-faceted plan leading 
to measurable per capita reductions in one or more substance abuse problems. The recently signed 
Memorandum of Understanding among these organizations demonstrates a coordinated effort to 
maximize community resources and provide a more integrated approach to reduce substance abuse 
among youth and, over time, among adults by addressing the factors in our community that increase the 
risk of substance abuse and promoting the factors that minimize the risk of substance abuse.

To this end, the above agencies have agreed to participate at the agency level in the collection and 
assessment of data and to share that data with coalition members in order to define the problems, 
resources and readiness within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to address needs and gaps with regard to 
the substance abuse issue. Our coalition is committed to developing a comprehensive, strategic and 
data-driven plan that includes policies, programs and practices to address problems identified through 
the assessment process.

The Alaska Youth Risk Behavior Survey is an important tool in understanding how many youth are 
engaged in substance abuse, what substances they are using, at what age they started and how they 
obtained the substance. Due to current State statute AS 14.03.110, the response rate o f the 2005 YRBS 
was so low that the results could not be tallied or released to Mat-Su Borough school district officials.
Our coalition could not examine the data or adjust our goals and objectives to implement evidence-based 
prevention programs, policies and practices in our community. We can’t combat what we don’t 
thoroughly understand or know.

The language in HB 207 allows parents to opt out of the survey for their children, thereby providing 
those who object a fair and equitable way to prevent their children from participating in the survey. The



Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition acknowledges that this opportunity to object is necessary 
and supports this measure. However, most of the research indicates that parental failures to provide a 
written permission are driven by apathy, oversight or student error, not by refusal. The current statute 
results in extremely low response by parents, an inadequate response rate for the survey, and therefore a 
statistically significant margin of error.

If the Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition succeeds in reducing substance abuse by youth in 
our community, everyone wins: every parent, child, school, business, neighborhood, and provider. To 
build this healthier community, we need access to valid and reliable anonymous data about our youth. 
We fully endorse HB 207 to this end. Many thanks for your efforts!

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Ripley
Chair, Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition
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A L P H A

A l a s k a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h h A s s o c i a t i o n

C o m m itte d  To A d v a n c in g  A la s k a ’ s P u b l ic  H e a lth  S in c e  1978

February S, 2008

The Honorable Peggy W ilson. Chair 
I louse Health. Education and Social Services Committee 
A laska Slate Capitol, Room 403 
lune.au, .AK 99801-1182

R E : H B  207

Dear Representative W ilson:

1 he A laska Public Health Association strongly supports I1B 207. Creating effective programs to 
improve the health status o f A laska 's  children requires a means to gather accurate and meaningful data. 
School districts are having d ifficu lty meeting the required 60%  return rate for Youth R isk  Behavior 
Sun  ey data. H B  207, while retaining the parental notifications in current law  that nrotecl parents' right 
• >? involvement, returns A laska to the previous system in which a parent may opt-out i f  they cid not 
w ish their child to participate in a survey

A L P H A  urgei passage o f I i B  207.

Please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

; ichra Caldera, R N . M P II 
A jard  President

P O. S o x  9-1825 A nchorage . AK SP509 907/322-1030 e-ma/V; oub llchpa lth@ a la iika .n9 t www .a laskapubiichea lth .o rg

mailto:oubllchpalth@alaiika.n9t
http://www.alaskapubiichealth.org


GUIDELINES FOR PASSIVE CONSENT

Based  on receni change 10 stale la w ,1 C D E  has de term ined  that under cer ta in  c ircum stances  LEAs 
conduc ting  the California  Healthy Kids Survey (Ci IK S )  have the op tion  o f  using  passive parental 
consent,  rather than active (vviitlen) consen t as previously required : U nder pass ive-consen t procedures, 
parents guard ians  inform the school only i f  they don V wa/?r their child to pai t ic ipatc  in a study (opt o u t ) 5 
To adopt pass ive  consent,  the fo llow ing  cond it ions  m us t  be met

• T he  survey is lim ited to grades 7 th rough  12 Passive consent canno t be used be low  grade 7 4

• It is anonym ous,  confidentia l,  and voluntary A ctive  consent must still be used if  respondent data aie 
l inked to a re sp o n d e n t 's  nam e in any form or m anner, such as in longitudinal tracked surveys.

• The school hoard formally adopts, in consulta t ion  with parents,  a written passive consent policy for 
the adm inis tra t ion  o f  the C H K S  (arid any o ther  survey or test) consis ten t with C a liforn ia  Education 
C ode  sections 51513 and 5 1938(b) and the federal P ro tection  o f  Pupil R ights Act (P P R A ),  20 U SC  
1232h.

• Paren ts 'guardu ins  are noiit icd in w ri ting  at the beginning o f  the school year  about the survey and 
w hen  it is to be adm inistered, and g iven  a reasonable  opportun ity  to rev iew  the survey and to decline 
their ch i ld 's  partic ipation (opt out).

• P aren ts 'guard ians  are notified o f  any substantive changes in survey polic ies, dales, or content that 
o ccur  after the initial notification

•  The parental notice contains  all the required e lem en ts  specified in the C H K S  G u idebook  for
p ro tec tion  o f  hum an subjects and in the federal P rotection o f  Pupil R ights  Act.

• Q uest ions  are not added to the surv ey that elicit reports  o f  parental attitudes or  behaviors  or any other
category that requires active consent under lid C ode 51513 but not exem pted  under Ed C ode 51938

The fo llow ing  gu ide lines  are des igned  to help you de term ine  w hether  you  should  switch from written to 
passive consent and the steps you  should take i f  y ou dec ide to m ake the change

Benefits of Passive Consent

• Passive consent involves less cost and labor, particularly for the classroom teacher.

•  I f  you  have nor been successful in m eeting  your  target sam ple using written consent,  passive consent
will likely increase your  response rates.

• R esearch  also suggests that passive consent will result m a more represen ta t ive  sample , as m any hard- 
to-reach subgroups, including groups  at high-risk o f  substance use and other p roblem  behaviors, ate 
underrepresented  in written consent surveys 5

1 See education Code 51938(b), winch stipulates ‘'Notwithstanding Section 5151 • anonymous, voluntary, and confidential 
research and evaluation loots to measure pupils’ health behaviors and risks, including tests, questionnaires, and surveys 
containing age appropriate questions about the pupil’s altitudes concerning or practices relating to sex may be administered lo 
any pupil in grades 7 to 12. inclusive, d the pareni or guardian is notified in writing that this lest, queslionnaue, or survey is to be 
administered and the pupil’s pareni or guardian is given ihc opportunity lo review the test, questionnaire, or survey and to icquest 
in wining that his or her child not participate ”
* Written consent requirements and strategics die detailed in the Cl IKS Guidebook, available online ai www wcstcd or/hks
 ̂As described in the CHKS Guidebook, under aclivc-conscni procedures parents inusi confirm in writing that they consent or 
not, usually b, signing and returning a form If a form is nol returned, il must be assumed llial parental permission is not grained
4 education Code 5 1938(b) authorizes passive consent only foi grades 7 through 12 (sec note I)



Considerations for Changing from Active to Passive Consent
• W r i l l c n  c o n s e n t  p ro s  ides  e x t r a  p r o te c t io n  against surveying  a s tudent w hose  paren ts  did not

receive notification or did not approv e o f participation but failed to inform the school. This extra 
protection may be important if  risk behavior surveys arc a sensitive issue in your community

• If passive consent icduces the burden on the classroom teacher, sc h o o ls  m u s t  ta k e  spec ia l  
p r e c a u t io n s  to demonstrate that they made every reasonable effort possible to inform parents about 
the survey (and any subsequent changes) and to give them opportunities to opt out.

• If your sample changes (c g , becomes more representative), it will c o m p l ic a te  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
c u r r e n t  t r e n d s .  Did student behavior change or the sample'.’ Most research suggests reported AOD  
use will increase WestF.d w ill provide talking points to address this issue.

• I f  you h a v e  been  m e e t in g  y o u r  ta rg e t  r e s p o n s e  r a te s  us ing  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t ,  you might want to 
continue using it to avoid the issues listed above, especially ifyour district will still need to use
w ritten consent w ith 5lh grade

Recommendations for Passive Consent Implementation

Survey procedures must ensure that parents receive the consent materials, pay attention to them, and have
sufficient time and opportunities to refuse participation. To assure PPRA compliance and reduce the risk
of inadvertently surveying a child without parent permission, we recommend the following:

• S t re s s  t h a t  s u r v e y  p a r t i c ip a t io n  is v o lu n ta r y  in al l  c o m m u n ic a t io n s .  This is a key requirement for 
the use o f passive consent procedures in the PPRA Notify students in writing and verbally (before 
survey administration) that they have the right to decline participation and to not answer any question 
that makes them uncomfortable. Make sure nothing is done that might cause a student to feel 
uncomfortable if  he doesn’t want to participate.

• S e n d  a l l  c o n s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  fo rm s  v ia a method th a t  g u a r a n t e e s  rec e ip t ,  such as by mail. 
Preferably, use a method that documents receipt For example, the information can be put into a 
parent handbook that the parent signs for.

• U se m u l t ip le  c o n ta c t  t e c h n iq u e s  Do everything possible lo insure parents receive notification

• .M ake s u r e  al l  m a te r i a l s  a r e  l a n g u a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e  for parents with limited English reading ability 6

• M a k e  d i s a p p r o v a l  n o t i f ic a t io n  c o n v e n ie n t  Again, use multiple venues: a written form that can be 
turned into a teacher, a phone number to call, 01 email address. Each channel should reach a single 
person or office, identified in district policies, responsible for monitoring consent. I his will help 
avoid parent refusals from slipping through the cracks.

• D o c u m e n t  all your efforts to notify parents.

For m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t consen t p ro ced u res , 
ca ll y o u r  reg io n a l C H K S  a d v iso r  a t 888.841.7536.

• t he application of aclivc-conscnl procedures lo anonymous. voluntary surveys with rigorous data safeguards and minimal risks 
lo students— such as the CIIKS— has been criticized lor icopardizmg access lo essential information by imposing overly rigid, 
stringent, and cosily consent procedures
6 CDF policy is that, in addition 10 English, notification nmsi also be in each primary lâ -’uage oilier than English where 15 
percent ofllic students speak lhat primary language



1998 Alaska Statute

See. 14 .0 3 .110. Q uestionnaires and surveys adm inistered in public schools.

\  school d istrict, p rinc ipal or other person in charge o f  a public school, or teacher in a public 

school m ay not adm in ister or permit to be adm inistered in a school a questionnaire or survey , 

whether anonym ous or not. that inquires into private fam ily  a ffa irs  o f the student not a matter o f 

public record or subject to public observation unless written perm ission is obtained from the 

student's parent or guardian. ___________

1999 A laska  S ta tu te

Sec 14 .0 3 .1 10. Q uestionnaires and surveys adm inistered in public schools.

(a ) A  school d istric t , p rinc ipal or other person in charge o f  a public school, or teacher in a 

public school m ay not adm in ister or perm it to be adm inistered in a school a questionnaire or 

survey , whether anonym ous or not, that inquires into personal or private fam ily  a ffa irs o f  the 

student not a matter o f  pub lic record or subject to p ub lic  observation unless written perm ission is 

obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian.

(b ) Fo r an anonym ous questionnaire or su rvey , w ritten perm ission required under (a ) o f  this 

sectio tf m ay be obtained annually  and is v a lid  until the com mencement o f  the subsequent school 

year or until the parent or legal guardian who gave perm ission  submits a written w ithdraw al o f 

perm ission to the cchool p rinc ipa l. The  school shall provide each student's parent or legal 

guardian at least two w eeks’ notice before adm in istering  a questionnaire or survey described 
under this subsection.

(c )  I f  a school adm inisters to a student a questionnaire or survey that is not anonym ous, the 

school shall obtain the w ritten perm ission required under (a ) o f  this section from the student's 

parent or legal guardian at least two w eeks before the questionnaire or su rvey  is administered.

(d ) The  school shall g ive  a student's parent or guardian an opportunity to rev iew  the 

questionnaire or su rvey described under (b ) or (c ) o f  this section and shall g ive  the parent or 

guardian w ritten notice regarding

( 1) how the questionnaire or surv ey w ill be adm inistered to the student;

(2 ) how the results o f  the surv ey or questionnaire w ill be used; and

(3 ) who wi l l  have access to the questionnaire or survey.

(e) A  student m ay refuse to participate in a questionnaire or surv ey adm inistered in a public 

school. A  student's parent or legal guardian m ay refuse to a llo w  the student to participate in a 

specified  questionnaire or survey.


