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C o m p o n e n t  S e n io rC a r e

S p o n s o r  O L S O N

R e q u e s te r  S E N A T E  (F IN )  C o m p o n e n t  N o . 2 7 6 0

Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_____________________

F I S C A L  N O T E

N ote : A m o u n ts  d o  n o t in c lu d e  in f la t io n  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o te d  b e lo w .

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2 0 0 8 F Y  2 0 0 9 F Y  2 010 F Y  2011 F Y  2 0 1 2 F Y  2 0 1 3

P e r s o n a l S e r v ic e s 4 6 0 .2 4 6 0 .2 4 6 0 .2 4 6 0 .2

T ra v e l 9 .7 9 .7 9 .7 9 .7

C o n t ra c tu a l 2 2 9 .7 169 .7 169 .7 169 .7

S u p p lie s 5 3 .5 4 3 .5 4 3 .5 4 3 .5

E q u ip m e n t

L a n d  &  S t ru c tu re s

G ra n t s  &  C la im s 1 6 ,6 4 5 .8 1 6 ,8 6 2 .2 17 ,0 8 1 .4 17 ,3 0 5 .5

M is c e l la n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T . . I G 1 7 ,3 9 8 .9 1 7 ,5 4 5 .3 1 7 ,7 6 4 .5 1 7 ,9 8 8 .6 0.0 0.0
C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (0)

F U N D  S O U R C E (T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla r s )

1 002  F e d e ra l R e c e ip t s

10 0 3  G F  M a tc h

1004  G F 1 7 ,3 9 0 .9 1 7 ,5 4 5 .3 1 7 .764 .5 1 7 .9 8 8 .6

1 0 3 7  G F /M e n ta l H e a lth

O th e r (S p e c ify  T y p e -d o  n o t a b b re v ia te )

O th e r (S p e c ify  T y p e -d o  n o t  a b b re v ia te )

T O T A L 1 7 ,3 9 8  9 1 7 ,5 4 5 .3 1 7 ,7 6 4 .5 1 7 ,9 8 8 .6 0.0 0.0

E s t im a t o  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 2 0 0 7 )  c o s t :  ______________
M a r k  t h is  b o x  (X ) i f  f u n d in g  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2 0 0 8  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  I I

P O S I T I O N S

F u ll- t im e 6 6 6 6
P a r t- t im e

T e m p o ra ry

A N A L Y S I S :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The current Senior Care program helps low-income seniors over 65 remain independent in 
the community by providing an income supplement o f SI 20 per month to help meet their basic 
needs, such as food and housing. Nearly 7,000 seniors are currently receiving financial help 
from the Senior Care program and about 140 are receiving help in paying for the premium and 
deductibles o f prescription drug insurance through the prescription drug program.

I his amendment:

• Provides for continuation o f  the SeniorCare cash benefit until June 30, 2 0 11.

P r e p a r e d  by  E l l io  F it z ia r ra ld ,  D ire c to r P h o n e  4 6 5 -5 8 4 7

D iv is io n  P u b l ic  A s s is t a n c e D a te /T im e  0 4 /0 2 /2 0 0 7

A p p ro v e d  b y  K a r le e n  J a c k s o n ,  C o m m is s io n e r D a to  0 4 /0 3 /2 0 0 7

Agoncy Department of Health and Social Services

ms 0 3 2007

jMMEflNANCE COMMITTEE

REPORTED OUT

(RevuolWMOOSOWB) Page I of 4



FISCAL NOTE
FN ft

ANALYSIS C O N T I N U A T I O N

S T A T E  OF A LA S K A
2007 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

(cont. from page 1)

• Sets the maximum income eligibility level to 150% o f the federal poverty guideline for Alaska 
(adjusted annually).
• Sets the payment at one o f three amounts that depend on the person or couple's income level:

* SI 75 if household income is less than 100% o f poverty
* $150 if household income is between 100% and 135% of poverty, and

* $100 if household income is between 135% and 150% o f poverty.

Benefit Costs

Assumptions:
The fiscal note assumes rcauthorization o f the Senior Care cash benefit and elimination o f the drug 
benefit. It also assumes:
• The sponsor's intent that there is no asset test.
• If the ALB funded, seniors will choose either ALB or Senior Care.
• Seniors who qualify for the ALB will not qualify for Senior Care.
• We assume that the payment amount will vary depending on the household's income level.
• In FY08, the department estimates ail average o f 7,043 seniors who currently qualify for the Senior

Care cash benefit will continue to qualify for Senior Care.
•  The department estimates an additional 300 seniors will qualify with the higher income limits. 'This

represents the number o f seniors who became ineligible for the Senior Care program due to the 
income limits frozen at 2005 levels.

• The department estimates an additional 300 seniors will qualify for the new program due to the
elimination o f  the asset tes» Currently approximately 4% o f SeniorCare applicants are denied due 
to assets. Note: Information about senior assets is not available to the department. Costs 
associated with this provision will need to be reevaluated as we gain experience with the new 
program.

• I he department estimates an additional 380 seniors will be served annually for every 5% increment
increase above 100% o f poverty.
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S T A T E  OF A LA SK A
2007 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
FN #

ANALYSIS C O N T I N U A T I O N

(cont. from page 2)

The tables below display the 2007 poverty guidelines lor Alaska for a single person or a couple, the 
projected caseload size at each level o f poverty in FY 2008, and the estimated cost o f benefits 
(benefits only) at an estimated annual caseload growth o f  1.3%.

H o u s e h o ld
2 0 0 7  A K  

G u id e l in e s 135% 1 50%

1 $ 1 2 ,7 7 0 $ 1 7 ,2 4 0 $ 1 9 ,1 5 5

2 $ 1 7 ,1 2 0 $ 2 3 ,1 1 2 $ 2 5 ,6 8 0

P o v e r t y  L e v e l

F Y 0 8  E s t im a t e d  
C a s e lo a d B e n e f i t

F Y 0 8  E s t im a t e d  

B e n e f i t  C o s t

< 100% 5 ,0 0 0 S 1 7 5 $ 1 0 .5 0 0 0

.1 0 0  - 135% 2 ,6 4 3 $ 1 5 0 $ 4 ,7 5 7 ,4

1 3 5 -  150% 1 ,1 5 7 $100 $ 1 ,3 8 3 4

T o ta l C a s e lo a d 8 ,8 0 0 T o ta l C o s t $ 1 6 ,6 4 5 .8

F is c a l Yoa r T o ta l E s t im a ted  C a s e lo a d T o ta l E s t im a te d  B en e fit

F Y 0 8 8 ,8 0 0 S 1 6 ,6 4 5 .8

F Y 0 9 8 .9 1 4 S  1 6 ,8 6 2 .2

F Y 1 0 9 ,0 3 0 $ 17 ,0 8 1 .4

F Y 1 1 9 ,1 4 8 S  1 7 ,3 0 3 5

A dm inistrative Costs 

Assumptions:
* The four positions currently administering the Senior Care program will continue to administer 

the program: I Administrative Clerk II (Range 8); 4 Eligibility Technician I's (Range 14), and I 
Eligibility Technician III l ead Worker (Range 15). An additional two positions will be necessary 
to manage the increased caseload. I licsc positions are responsible for the initial and ongoing 
determination o f  eligibility, processing claims, and serving as a liaison with the Social Security 
Administration to facilitate recipient enrollment in Medicare Part 1).

Page 3 o f4



S T A T E  OF A LA S K A
2007 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
F N  U

A N A L Y S I S  C O N T I N U A T I O N

(cont. from page 3)

• In May 2007, DPA will begin notifying seniors about the new program. Current SeniorCare 
recipients will be mailed an abbreviated form for completion and informed o f the need to apply 
for the new program. DPA will begin accepting applications in May; however, higher payment 
levels may be delayed until system modifications arc completed, which may be October 2007.

• Modifications to DPA's Eligibility Information System (EIS) are necessary to facilitate the 
issuance o f three different payments depending on household income. These changes are 
estimated to take three months o f programming and testing.

Total F.Y08 Administrative Costs: ,$753.1

» Personal Services (6 positions): $460.2
• Travel (to support employee training, marketing, outreach): 9.7
• Contractual (for information technology, telecommunication, postage, printing, & building lease

costs): S I29.7
- Outreach to inform seniors o f the program's availability and benefits, and to make referrals to 

other programs as appropriate: $40.0
- EIS Computer Programming Modifications $60.0 (one time cost for FY08)

• Supplies (training materials and office supplies): $43.5
• Additional Equipment/Supply: Desktop computer, printer and station for two new positions: $10.0

(one time cost for FY08)

All costs are climirated in FY2012 to reflect the sunset o f the program.

Page 4 o f4



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

f ^ p o P T & p
4 J z . / o f
W O RK  D R A F T

25 -LS 0 0 56 \C  
Mischel 
3/30/07

CS F O R  SEN A T E B IL L  NO. 4( )

IN THE. LEGISLA TU RE OF TUE STATE O F ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  O L S O N

A BILL 

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act ex tend ing  the cash assis tance  benefit p ro g ram  fo r sen io rs  u n d e r the sen io r care  

p ro g ram  and increasing the benefit am oun t; and  p rov id ing  fo r an  effective da te ."

B E  IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T IIE  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.45.300(a) is amended to read: j

(a) The senior care program is establish0'] in the Department of Health and 

Social Services to provide cash assistance benefits [AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG 

BENEFITS] as far as practicable under appropriations provided by law.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.45.300(c) is am ended to read:

(c) If the departm ent estimates that appropriations for the program arc 

insufficient to meet the dem ands of the program in a fiscal year, the department may 

reduce or eliminate the benefits available to recipients. [BENEFITS SHALL BE 

REDUCED OR ELIM INATED IN TH E FOLLOW ING ORDER:

(1) DEDUCTIBLE COVERAGE UNDER AS 47.45.320(c); I

(2) PREM IUM  COVERAGE UNDER AS 47.45.320(c);

-I*
■V.-.v' Tc-.xt: UticJorl i tm d  [D E W E D  TEXT BRACKETED!

CSSB 4( )



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS0056\C

(3) CA SH  ASSISTANCE UNDER AS 47.45.310(b).]

* Sec. 3. AS 47.45.310 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 47.45.310. C ash assistance benefit, (a) An individual is eligible for a 

cash assistance benefit under the program if the individual

(1) is 65 years of age or older;

(2) is a resident of the state;

(3) has a household income that does not exceed 150 percent of the 

annual federal poverty guidelines for Alaska, as determ ined by the United States 

Department of Health and Human Services and revised under 42 U.S.C. 9902(2);

(4) has not received a longevity bonus payment under AS 47.45.010 - 

47.45.160 for the sam e period; and

(5) applies on a form provided by the department; the departm ent may 

use an abbreviated form for an individual who received a payment under an assistance 

program for seniors that paid $120 a month and was administered by the department 

on or before the effective date of this section.

(b) An eligible individual shall receive a monthly cash assistance payment as 

follows:

(1) $175 if the individual's household income does nut exceed 100 

percent o f the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska;

(2) $150 if the individual's household income does not exceed 135 

percent but is above 100 percent o f the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska;

(3) $ 100 if the individual's household income docs not exceed 150 

percent but is above 135 percent o f the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska.

(c) Cash assistance provided under this section is subject to appropriation.

* Sec. 4. AS 47.45.330 is am ended to read;

See. 47.45.330. C ontinuation  of benefits. An eligible individual who leaves 

the state may not receive a cash assistance benefit under AS 47.45.310 [OR 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT UNDER AS 47.45.320] during the absence unless 

the individual's absence is temporary and is for one o f the following reasons:

(1) lo receive medical treatment for the individual;

(2) to accompany the individual's family member who is receiving

C S S B 4 (  ) •2*
Now Text. U n d e r lin e d  I DELETED TEXT BW'CKETED]
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS0056\C

mcdicai treatm ent outside the state; or I

(3) for a vacation, business trip, or other absence o f less than 30 

consecutive days, unless the individual has applied for and received a time extension 

from the departm ent for special circum stances. I

* Sec. 5. AS 47.45.340 is amended to read: ;

Sec. 47.45.340. A pp°al righ ts. An individual who receives a determination 

from the departm ent that denies, limits, or m odifies a cash assistance benefit [OR 

PRESCRIPTIO N  DRUG BENEFIT] under AS 47.15.300 - 47.45.390, other than a 

determ ination under AS 47.45.300(c) to reduce or eliminate benefits, may request a 

hearing before the department under regulations adopted by the departm ent.

* Sec. 6. AS 47.45.350 is amended to read: I

Sec. 47.45.350. Ability to reco v er o r  recoup  im pro p er assis tance  benefits.

An individual is liable lo the departm ent for the value of assistance or benefits 

im properly paid to the person under AS 47.45.310 or fo rm er AS 47.45.320
[47.45.320] if  the improper payment w as based on inaccurate or incomplete 

inform ation provided by the individual. In a civil action brought by the state to recover 

from the individual the value of assistance o r benefits improperly paid under 

AS 47.45.310 or fo rm er AS 47.45.320 [47.45.320], the state may recover from the 

individual ll ? costs of investigation and prosecution of the civil action, including 

attorney fees as determined under court rules.

* Sec. 7. AS 47.45.390(2) is amended to read:

(2) "eligible individual" means an individual who meets the 

requirem ents o f AS 47.45.310 [OR 47.45.320] and regulations adopted under that 

s ta tu te  [TH O SE STATUTES] for eligibility for the program;

* Sec. 8. Section 4, ch. 89, SLA 2005, is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 4. AS 47.45.320 is repealed on June 30, 2007.

* Sec. 9. AS 0 9 .3 8 .0 15(a)( 10); AS 37.05.146(c)(80); AS 47.45.300, 47.45.310, 47.45.330,

7.45.340, 47 .45 .350,47.45.360. and 47.45.390 are repealed June 30. 2011. d -  SoAUut
* Scc. 10. Section 9, ch. 89. SLA 2005. is repealed.

* Sec. 11. The uncodilicd law of the State o f A laska is amended by adding a new section to

ad:

Urw T e x t U n d e r l in e d  IDKLBTKD TRXT DRACKRTSDl
CSSH 4( )
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1 || RETROACTIVITY AND REVIVAL. If secs. I - 10 o f  this Act take effect after

2 || June 30, 2007,

3 || (1) AS 47.45.300 - 47.45.390, as amended by this Act, and secs. 8 and 10 of

4 || this Act, are retroactive to June 30, 2007; and

5 || (2) AS 47.45.300, 47.45.310, 47.45.330, 47.45.340, 47.45.350,47.45.360, and

6 II 47.45.390, as amended by this Act, are revived.

7 || * Sec. 12. Section 11 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

8 || * Sec. 13. Except as provided in sec. 12 of this Act, tnis Act takes effect June 30, 2007.

CSSU *l( ) •4*
Kow T e x t Vrulorl in e d  [DELETED TEXT URACKETEDI



SB 4 Version \C  
S en io rC arc  P rog ram  

Scenario  A nalysis: $175 Up lo 150%  T hresho ld , No A sset Limit

B EN EFIT C O STS O F  PR O PO SED  A M E N D M EN T

♦ The department currently serves 5,000 seniors in the Adult Public Assistance program. These seniors 
have income at or below 100% ol'povcrty and will qualify for the Alaska Senior Assistance Payment 
program.

♦ We estimate an additional 2,643 seniors will be eligible at 135% o f the 2007 poverty level when no 
asset test is applied. This is approximately 380 seniors per each 5% increment.

♦ An additional 380 persons will be served for every 5% increment increase above 100% o f  poverty 
when no asset test is applied.

FY 08 PR O JE C T E D  C A SELO A D  FO R PR O PO SED  A M E N D M EN T

Percent o f  Poverty
Estimated
Caseload

Benefit
Amount Annual Cost Total Cost

<100% 5,000 $175 $10,500.0 $10,500.0
100% to 135% 2,643 $150 $4,757.4 $15,257.4

135% to 150% 1,157 $100 $1,388.4 $16,645.8
8,800

A D D ITIO N A L FV08 A D M IN IST R A T IV E  C O STS FOR PR O PO SED  A M E N D M EN T

In FY 08 the increased adm inistrative costs o f  the proposed amendment is $222.4
These costs are for two additional Eligibility Technicians that will be needed to manage the increased
caseload, as well as travel, contractual and supply costs
Total administrative cost for FY08 is $753 I

TO TA L FV08 C O STS
If the maximum income threshold is set at 150% o f poverty, total estimated benefit costs are $16,645 8 
and total administrative costs are $753 1, for a total program cost o f  $17,398 (>



STATE OF ALASKA F is c a l N o te  N um be r: ____________________________

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION B ill V e r s io n  S B 4 _________________________

( ) P u b lis h  D ate : ____________________________

Revision DalcM 'im e (Note if correclion): A p r i l  2, 2 0 0 7  Dept. A ffe c ted : H e a lth  &  S o c ia l S e r v ic e s

T it le  R E L A T I N G  T O  S E N I O R  C A R E _____________________R D U  P u b lic  A s s is ta n c e _______________________

______________________________________________________ C o m p o n e n t S e n io rC a re _______________________________

S p o n so r  O L S O N ________________________________

R e q u e s te r  S E N A T E  (H E S )______________________  C o m p o n e n t N o . 2 7 6 0

| Return

F I S C A L  N O T E  S B  D R A F T  R E V IS IO N  4 - 2 - 0 7

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s _________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: A m o u n ts  d o  not in c lu d e  in fla tion  u n le s s  o th e rw ise  n o le d  b e lo w _________________________

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2008 F Y  2 009 F Y  2 010 F Y  2011 F Y  2 0 1 2 F Y  2 0 1 3

P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s 308 .7 3 08  7 308 .7 3 0 8 .7 308 .7 3 0 8 .7

T rave l 6 .5 6 .5 6 .5 6 5 6.5 6 .5

C o n tra c tu a l 126  5 126 .5 126 .5 126 .5 126 .5 126 .5

S u p p lie s 2 9 0 2 9 .0 29 .0 2 9 .0 2 9 0 2 9 .0

E q u ip m e n t

Lan d  S  S t ru c tu re s

G ra n ts  & C la im s 1 2 .6 7 7 4 12 ,842  2 .3 ,0 1 0 .0 13 ,1 7 9  5 1 3 .350 .9 13 ,524  2

M is c e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 13 .148 .1 13 ,312 .9 13 ,480 .7 13,650.2] 1 3 ,8 21 .6 1 3 ,994 .9

C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (0)

F U N D  S O U R C E (T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla rs )

1002  F e d e ra l R e c e ip t s

1003  G F  M a tc h

1004 G F 13 ,148  1 13 .312  9 13 ,4 8 0  7 13.6 JO  2 13 .821  6 13 .994  9

1037 G F /M e n ta l H ea lth

11189  S e n io rC a re  F u n d

O th e r(S p e c ify  T y p e -d o  no! a b b re v ia te )

T O T A L 13 ,148 .1 1 3 ,312 .9 1 3 ,480 .7 13 ,650 .2 1 3 ,821 .6 13 ,994 .9

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 2 0 0 7 )  c o s t :  ______________
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X ) i f  f u n d in g  fo r  th is  b i l l  is  in c lu d e d  i i th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2 0 0 8  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l:  [

P O S IT IO N S

Fu ll-t im e 4 4 4 4 4 4

P a rt-t im e

T em po ra ry

A N A L Y S I S :  (Attach a sopornto page it tuicocsaiy)
I he S e n io r  I 'a i c  p rog ram  h e lp s  lo w - in c o m e  se n io rs  o v e r  age 6 5  re m a in  in d ep e n d e n t in  Ihe c o m m u n ity  b y  

p ro v id in g  an in c o m e  su p p le m e n t o f  S I 2 b  per m o n th  to  h e lp  m eet th e ir  b a s ic  needs, su ch  as fo o d  an d  h o u s in g . 

N ea r ly  7 .0 0 0  s e n io rs  are  c u r re n t ly  reee iv  in g  f in a n c ia l h e lp  fro m  the  S e n io r  C a re  P ro g ra m , and  abo u t M O  a re  

re e e iv in g  h e lp  in  p a y in g  fo r  the p re m iu m  and  d c d u c l ib lo s o l  p re s c r ip t io n  d ru g  in su ra n ce  th rou g h  th e  p re s c r ip t io n  

d ru g  b en e fit .

I Iris h i l l  p ro v id e s  fo r c -m t in u a lio n  o f  the S e n io r  C a re  P ro g ra m , and  in c re a se s  th e  m o n th ly  in c o m e  su p p le m e n t lo r  

low  in co m e  se n io rs  from  $ 1 2 0  p e r m o n th  to  $ 1 5 0  per m o n th . Ii e lim in a te s  th e  p re s c r ip t io n  dr g  b e n e f it  (p a ym e n t 

o f  p re m iu m s  an d  d e d u c t ib le s )  w h ic h  has had  very  low  e n ro llm e n t , and  kee p s  the  p ro g ra m 's  in c o m e  q u a lify  in g  

s tanda rd s a l 1.15% o f  the 200.5 fe d e ra l pove rty  g u id e lin e  fo r A la s k a  (b e lo w  S  16.1.V I lo r  an in d iv  id u a l.  and  b e lo w  

$ 2 1 .6 1 1 lo r  a  c o u p le ) .

f ropared by Ellio Fit/iarrald, Director____________________________________ Phone <165-5847
Div ision Public Assistance   DateTTime 04/02/2007

Approved b y _________________________________________________________________ Dale 04102/7007___________
Agency Department ol Health and Social Services___________________
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STA TE  OF ALASKA
2007 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
F N  tf

S B  D R A F T  R E V I S I ^ - ^

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
A s s u m p t io n s

‘ T h is  l is c a l n o te  a ssu m es th e  S e n io rC a re  p ro g ra m  b e co m e s  e f fe c t iv e  J u ly  I, 2007 .

* D u r in g  F Y 0 9 - F Y I 3 ,  the n u m b e r  o f  s e n io rs  r e c e iv in g  h e lp  fro m  the S e n io r  C a re  P ro g ra m  w i l l  g ro w  at a ra te  o f  1 .3% /year 

(based  on  6-y e u r  a ve rag e  ra te  o f  g ro w th  in  the  o ld  age  co m p o n e n t o f  the  A P A  p rog ram ).

F Y C a s e lo a d 1.3% G ro w tn
R e v is e d
C a s e lo a d

C o s l
T o ta l x 150  x 
12

F Y 0 8 7 043 7043 5 1 2 ,6 7 7  4

F Y 0 9 17043 92 7135 5 1 2 .8 4 2  2

F Y 1 0 7135 93 7228 5 1 3 .0 1 0 0

FY 11 7228 94 7 3 2 2 5 1 3 ,1 7 9  5

F Y 1 2 7322 95 7 4 1 7 $ 1 3 ,3 5 0 9

F Y 1 3 7417 96 7 5 1 3 5 1 3 ,5 2 4  2

A d m in is t r a t iv e  C o s ts

W e  a ssu m e  that the  fo u r  p o s it io n s  c u r re n t ly  a d m in is t e r in g  the S e n io rC a re  p rog ram  w i l l  con tinue*  I hev in c lu d e  I 

A d m in is t r a t iv e  C le r k  I I ( R a n g e  X); 2  E l ig ib i l i t y  T e c h n ic ia n  lA ? ? A ? A c ? ? s  (R a n g e  I-I), and  I E l ig ib i l i t y  T e ch n ic ia n  III L e a d  

W o rk e r  (R a n g e  15). T h e s e  p o s it io n s  a re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the in i t ia l  and  o n g o in g  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  e l ig ib i l i t y ,  p ro c e s s in g  

c la im s , and  s e rv in g  as a l ia is o n  w ith  th e  S o c ia l S e c u r ity  A d m in is t r a t io n  to  fa c il ita te  re c ip ie n t  e n ro llm e n t in  M e d ic a r e  Part I), 

M e lo w  a re  the  c o s ts  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th ese  p o s it io n s :

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s  t-l p o s it io n s ) :  $ 3 0 8 .7

T rave l ( lo  su pp o rt e m p lo y e e  tra in in g , m a rk e t in g , o u tre a ch ): $(>.5

C o n tra c tu a l ( lo r  in fo rm a t io n  te c h n o lo g y , te le c o m m u n ic a t io n , postage , p r in t in g , and  b u i ld in g  lease  co sts): $ 8 6 .5  

A d d it io n a l C o n t ra c tu a l to  p rov id e  o u tre a ch  to  in fo rm  s e n io rs  o f  the pr<igram A 7 ?A ? A C V '. 's  a v a i la b il i t y  and b e n e f its , an d  lo  

m ake  re fe r ra ls  to  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  as a p p ro p r ia te :  $*10.(1 
S u p p lie s  ( t ra in in g  m a te r ia ls  an d  o l l i c e  s u p p lie s ) :  S 29 .0
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SB 4 -  Version C

Senior Care Scenario Request S B  4 Senator Olson/G. Austerman
3/29/07

Criteria: N O  A S S E T  TEST, poverty level at Alaska federal guidelines, sunsets June 30, 2011, no 

prescription drug program, no A L B

Note: Admin costs not included in these calculations
No Asset Test

Poverty Level Estimated Caseload Benefit

FY 08 Estimated Cost 
Benefits Only/No 

A d m i n

< 100 % 5,000 S 175 S 10,500.0

1 0 0 - 1 3 5 % 2,643 S 150 S 4,757.4

1 3 5 - 1 5 0 % 1,157 S 100 S 1,388.4

Total Caseload 8,800 Total Cost S 16,645.8

S o u rce  is (M IS S  I’ u b lic  A s s is ta n ce  D iv is io n



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S E N A T O R  D O N A L D  C . O L S O N
Alaska 

State Capitol 
Ro o m  514 

Ji ini ah, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 465-3707 
FAX (907) 465-4821

Sponsor Statement 
Senate Bill 4 

VBRC 
Senior Care Program

SB 4 extends the Senior Care Program which provides financial assistance to A laska’s 
low income seniors.

SB 4 docs three things to the Senior Care Program. It extends the program ’s sunset date 
to June 30, 2011; removes the underutilized prescription drug benefit; and increases the 
monthly cash benefit based on their income related to the federal poverty level guidelines 
adjusted for Alaska. M onthly payments are:

■ SI 75 per month if  the individual’s household income does not exceed 100 
percent o f  the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska

■ $150 per month if  the individual’s household income does not exceed 135
but is above 100 percent o f  the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska

• $100 per month if  the individual’s household income does not exceed 150
but is above 135 percent o f  the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska

The Senior Care Program is strictly a needs based program. No Asset Test will be in 
place.

SB 4 covers eligible seniors who may have been part o f  the Longevity Bonus Program 
prior to its funding being eliminated, as well as individuals who meet the eligibility 
criteria. The Department o f  Health and Social Services estimates that the Senior Care 
Program currently serves approxim ately 7,000 seniors with financial assistance. The 
Department estimates an additional 1,800 seniors will qualify for Senior Care under SB 
4. The Senior Care Program would run concurrently, but not in addition to any 
Longevity Bonus Program that may be redeveloped. An individual who is receiving a 
Longevity Bonus payment is not eligible for the benefits o f  the Senior Care Program.

U|'il.itisl ILI'I 07 ini



O u t  o f  S e s s i o n :

Legislative Information Office 
P.O. Box 1630 
Nome, AK 99762-1630 
(907) 443-5555 
(907) 443-2162 (Fax)

I n  S e s s i o n :  

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

(800) 597-3707 
(907) 465- 3707 

(907) 465-4821 (Fax)

SENATOR
D O N A L D  C .  O L S O N

DISTRICT T

Alakanuk
Ambler
Anaktuvuk Pass
Atqasuk
Barrow
Brovig Mission
Browerville
Buckland
Chevak
Deering

Diomede
Elim
Emmonak
Gambell
Golovin
Hooper Bay
Kaktovik
Kiana
Kivalma
Kobnk
Kotlik
Kotzebue
Koyak
Mountain Village
Noatak
N om e
Noorvik
Nuiqsut
Nunam Iqua
Pilot Station
Pilka's Point
Point Hope
Point Lay
Savoonga
S cammon Bay

Selawik
Shaktoolik
Shishmarol
Shungnak
St. Mary's
St. Michael
Stebbms
l i ' I I O I

Unolakleot
Wainwright
Wales
White Mountain

Sponsor Statement for Senate Bill 4

Senate Bill 4 docs three things to the Senior Care Program. It eliminates the 
program ’s scheduled sunset date o f  June 30, 2007; removes the underutilized 
prescription drug benefit; and increases the monthly financial assistance from 
$120 to $150.

The Senior Care Program is strictly a needs based program. To be eligible for the 
program, the income o f  applicants, who meet all other eligibility criteria, must not 
exceed $16,133 annually for a one person household and $21,641 annually  for a 
two person household. These amounts are frozen at 135 percent o f  the 2005 
federal poverty guidelines.

Senate Bill 4 covers eligible seniors who may have been part o f  the Longevity 
Bonus Program prior to its funding being eliminated, as well as individuals who 
meet the eligibility criteria. The Department o f  Health and Social Services 
estimates that the Senior Care Program currently serves approximately 7,000 
seniors with financial assistance. The prescription drug benefit has historically 
served approxim ately 140 seniors. The S eniorC are Program would run 
concurrently with any Longevity Bonus Program that may be redeveloped. An 
indiv idual who is receiving a Longevity Bonus payment is not eligible for the 
benefits o f the Senior Care Program.

U|hI.iIwI 2/27 07 nil
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D E F T .  O F  H E A L T H  &  S O C I A L  S E R V IC E S

A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g

January 31, 2007

Senator Donald Olson 
State Capital, Room 514 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Olsen,

The Alaska Commission on Aging supports Senate Bill No. 4 for the extension of the senior care program 
and the increasing of the benefit amount. We believe the senior care program provides an important and 
needed financial safety net for low income seniors. It helps over 7,000 seniors meet die costs of basic 
necess’ties such as housing, food and medication.

During our recent Legislative Advocacy Teleconference, two amendments were suggested. Participants 
felt that the asset levels were too low, especially for the cash benefit qualification criteria. Many seniors 
above the current level are still living in meager circumstances and at significant risk to exhaust their 
savings if  financial emergencies occur. Secondly, participants recommended that if  the program does not 
have a near-term sunset date, inflation proofing be added to the legislation.

Thank you for sponsoring this legislation and your consideration of these suggestions.

S A R A H  P A L IN , G O V E R N O R

P . O .  B O X  1 1 0 6 9 3  
J U N E A U , A L A S K A  9 9811-0693 
P H O N E :  (907) 465-3250
F A X :  (907) 465-1398

Denise Danicllo 
lixecutive Director, ACoA

Sincerely, J

Frank
Chair, Alaska
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Ginny Austerman

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Craig, Deborah [Deborah_Craig@ health.sta te.ak.us] 
Tuesday, February 06, 2007 4:11 PM 
G inny Austerman 
Senior Care Info

Attachm ents: Craig, Deborah.vcf

Seniors with incomes below 135% of the 2005 federal poverty level and liquid assets less than $6,000 
($9,000 for a couple) qualify for a $ 120/month cash payment.

$120 X  12 = $1440 annual benefit

Seniors who do not qualify for cash payments, but whose income is below $20,913 for individuals or 
$28,053 for couples with liquid assets of up to $50,000 ($100,000 for a couple) can receive assistance 
with their Medicare prescription drug coverage or comparable prescription drug coverage. SeniorCarc 
will pay monthly premiums up to $34.66 for drug coverage, and will pay annual deductibles up to $250 
per year.

S34.66 X  12 + $250 = $665.52 annual benefit

p r iv i l e g e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A n y  u n a u t h o r iz e d  r e v ie w , u s e ,  d i s c lo s u r e  o r  d is t r ib u t io n  is  p r o h ib it e d .  I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  t h e  i n t e n d e d  r e c ip ie n t ,  p l c j s c  c o n t a c t  t h e  s e n d e r  b y  r e p ly  
e - m a i l  a n d  d e s t r o y  a l l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m e s s a g e .

'Dc/jo’ut/t&a.iy

2 /20 /2007

mailto:Deborah_Craig@health.state.ak.us


> I  am unab le  to te ll f r o m  the lo n g e v ity  bonus b ills , w hether they are  set up to con tin u e  w ith  
the phase ou t o f  the  o r ig in a l p ro g ra m , do y o u  kn o w  i f  they are?

The last date that people were allowed to apply for the bonus was December 31, 1996.

SB 40 and MB 79 specify that rcapplicaticn will be accepted from those who were qualified 
to receive a monthly benefit before January 1, 1997, arc current residents and who have 
maintained continuous residency from June 2003 to the date of reapplication thus not 
allowing additional applications, It appears that the ‘phase out’ will continue to occur 
naturally as people leave the state or expire.

> H o w  m any peop le w il l  q u a lify  f o r  the Lo ng ev ity  B onus P rog ram  (assum ing i t  is  s t i l l  in  
phase ou t m ode)?

Our current estimates for FY08 are 12,631.

> W hat, i f  any, is  the  change in  the fe d e ra l po ve rty  gu ide lines?  One person? Two peop le?

The federal poverty guidelines are change annually to reflect an increase in the cost of living. 
Federal Poverty Guidelines do not impact the Alaska Longevity Bonus but does impact the 
SeniorCarc program which is eligibility based on limited income. The current income 
standards for the SeniorCare program are frozen at 135% of the 2005 federal poverty income 
guidelines and arc calculated for one and two people.

Family
Size

2005 Poverty Level 
(Current Law)

2006 Poverty Level 2007 Poverty Level

100% 135% 100% 135% 100% 135%
Single SI 1.950 SI 6,133 SI 2,250 $16,538 $12,770 $17,240
Couple SI 6,030 S21,641 SI 6,500 $22,275 $17,120 $23,112

> D o y o u  kn o w  the  SS a m o u n t the  S e n io r Assistance P rog ram  costs today? W hat is  the  
n u m b e r o f  peop le  be ing served by the p ro g ra m ?  Is  th is  data re a d ily  ava ila b le  by d is tr ic t?

The FY07 authorized budget in the department for the SeniorCarc Program is $13.286.0.

I he SeniorCare Cash program serves approximately 7,000 seniors (the number fluctuates 
monthly) while ihe SeniorCare Drug Benefit Program has historically served under 140 
(again with some fluctuation).

We can provide information sorted by zip codes - some district share zip codes so it will be 
difficult to discern district in all eases.

> A rc  S e n io r Care a p p ro p ria tio n s  s u ff ic ie n t to meet dem and?

Yes, based on our projections we are meeting the demand.

Information provided by:

'DcCoiaAffiaiy

907-465-8259
D ir e c to r 's  O f f i c e .  D I ’A , D I I S S



Senior Care Rec.pients 
Count B y  City/Zipcode

6-Feb-2007

Senior Care
Recip ients

Residence City Zipcode Count Census Area
AKHIOK 99615 1 KODIAK
AKIACHAK 99551 19 BETHEL
AKIAK 99552 20 BETHEL
AKUTAN 99553 3 ALEUTIANS EAST
ALAKANUK 99534 1 W ADE HAMPTON
ALAKANUK 99554 29 W ADE HAMPTON
ALEKNAGIK 99555 4 DILLINGHAM
ALLAKAKET 99720 11 YUKON/KOYUKUK
AMBLER 99786 6 NW ARCTIC
ANAKTUVUK PASS 99721 6 NORTH SLOPE
ANCHOR POINT 99556 30 KENAI
ANCHORAGE 99500 1 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99501 398 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99502 181 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99503 186 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99504 397 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99506 1 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99507 294 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99508 416 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99509 19 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99510 19 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99511 9 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99514 29 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99515 159 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99516 47 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99517 114 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99518 59 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99519 3 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99520 24 ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE 99521 4 ANCHORAGE



ANCHORAGE 99522
ANCHORAGE 99523
ANCHORAGE 99524
ANCHORAGE 99528
ANCHORAGE 99550
ANCHORAGE 99604
ANCHORAGE 99695
ANDERSON 99744
ANGOON 99801
ANGOON 99820
AN IAK 99557
ANVIK 99558
ARCTIC VILLAGE 99722
ATKA 99547
ATMAUTLUAK 99559
ATQASUK 99791
BARROW  99723
BEAVER 99724
BETHEL 99559
BETTLES 99726
BIG LAKE 99652
BREVIG MISSION 99785
BUCKLAND 99727
CANTW ELL 99729
CENTRAL 99 /30
CHALKYITSIK 99788
CHEFORNAK 99561
CHEVAK 99563
CHICKALOON 99674
CHIGNIK 99548
CHIGNIK 99564
CHIGNIK LAKE 99548
CHISTOCHINA 99586
CHITINA 99566
CHUATHBALUK 99557
CHUGIAK 99567
CHUGIAK 99577

3 ANCHORAGE
o ANCHORAGE

12 ANCHORAGE
1 ANCHORAGE
1 ANCHORAGE
1 ANCHORAGE
2 ANCHORAGE
2 DENALI
1 SKA/HOO/ANG

25 SKA/HOO/ANG
8 BETHEL
3 YUKON/KOYUKUK
4 YUKON/KOYUKUK
4 ALEUTIANS WEST
9 BETHEL
2

26 NORTH SLOPE
5 YUKON/KOYUKUK

50 BETHEL
2 YUKON/KOYUKUK

33 MAT-SU
11 NOME
7 NW  ARCTIC
3 DENALI
1 YUKON/KOYUKUK
6 YUKON/KOYUKUK

10 BETHEL
21 W ADE HAMPTON

1 MAT-SU
1 LAKE AND PENINSULA
2 LAKE AND PENINSULA
4 LAKE AND PENINSULA
1 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
1 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
1 BETHEL

44 ANCHORAGE
1 ANCHORAGE



CIRCLE 99733
CLAM GULCH 99568
CLARKS POINT 99569
CLEAR 99744
COFFMAN COVE 99918
COOPER LANDING 99572
COPPER CENTER 99543
COPPER CENTER 99573
CORDOVA 99574
CRAIG 99921
CROOKED CREEK 99575
DEERING 99736
DELTA JUNCTION 99709
DELTA JUNCTION 99737
DILLINGHAM 99576
DIOMEDE 99762
DOT LAKE 99737
DOUGLAS 99821
DOUGLAS 99824
DUTCH HARBOR 99692
EAGLE 99738
EAGLE RIVER 99517
EAGLE RIVER 99577
EDNA BAY 99950
EEK 99578
EGEGIK 99579
EKW OK 99580
ELIM 99739
EMMONAK 99581
ESTER 99725
FAIRBANKS 99701
FAIRBANKS 99704
FAIRBANKS 99705
FAIRBANKS 99706
FAIRBANKS 99707
FAIRBANKS 99708
FAIRBANKS 99709

2 YUKON/KOYUKUK
5 KENAI
2 DILLINGHAM
1 YUKON/KOYUKUK
4 PRINCE OF W ALES
1 KENAI
1 VALDEZ/CORDOVA

22 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
33 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
22 PRINCE OF WALES
5 BETHEL
6 NW ARCTIC
1 SE FAIRBANKS

69 SE FAIRBANKS
38 DILLINGHAM
4 NOME
3 SE FAIRBANKS
1 JUNEAU
7 JUNEAU
1 ALEUTIANS W EST
4 SE FAIRBANKS
1 ANCHORAGE

43 ANCHORAGE
2 PRINCE OF W ALES

17 BETHEL
2 LAKE AND PEN INSUL'
2 DILLINGHAM

11 NOME
33 W ADE HAMPTON
3 FAIRBANKS N STAR

234 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR
6 FAIRBANKS N STAR

32 FAIRBANKS N STAR
13 FAIRBANKS N STAR
91 FAIRBANKS N STAR



FAIRBANKS 99710
FAIRBANKS 99711
FAIRBANKS 99712
FAIRBANKS 99724
FAIRBANKS 99760
FORT RICHARDSON 99505
FORT YUKON 99740
FORTUNA LEDGE 99585
FRITZ CREEK 99603
GAKONA 99586
GALENA 99741
GAMBELL 99742
GIRDW OOD 99587
GLENNALLEN 99588
GOLOVIN 99762
GOODNEW S BAY 99589
GRAYLING 99590
HAINES 99827
HEALY 99743
HOLLIS 99950
HOLY CROSS 99602
HOMER 99603
HOONAH 99729
HOONAH 99829
HOOPER BAY 99604
HOPE 99605
HOUSTON 99654
HOUSTON 99684
HOUSTON 99694
HUGHES 99745
HUSLIA 99746
HYDABURG 99922
HYDER 99523
HYDER 99923
IGIUGIG 99613
ILIAMNA 99606
INDIAN 99540

2 FAIRBANKS N STAR
4 FAIRBANKS N STAR

36 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 ANCHORAGE

19 YUKON/KOYUKUK
11 W ADE HAMPTON
2 KENAI

11 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
15 YUKON/KOYUKUK
20 NOME

1 ANCHORAGE
9 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
2 NOME

14 BETHEL
8 YUKON/KOYUKUK

39 HAINES
2 DENALI
3 PRINCE OF W ALES
5 YUKON/KOYUKUK

82 KENAI
1 SKA/HOO/ANG

26 SKA/HOO/ANG
35 W ADE HAMPTON
2 KENAI
1 MAT-SU
1 MAT-SU

16 MAT-SU
6 YUKON/KOYUKUK

15 YUKON/KOYUKUK
15 PRINCE OF W ALES
1 PRINCE OF W ALES
2 PRINCE OF W ALES
1 LAKE AND PENINSULA
8 LAKE AND PEN INSU lA
1 ANCHORAGE



JUNEAU 99801
JUNEAU 99802
JUNEAU 99803
JUNEAU 99811
KAKE 99800
KALSKAG 996C7
KALSKAG 99606
KALSKAG (LOWER) 996 (7
KALSKAG (LOW ER) 9960:6
KALSKAG (UPPER) 99607
KALTAG 997-',8
KASIGLUK 99609
KASILOF 99610
KENAI 99611
KENAI 99661
KENAI 99672
KETCHIKAN 99901
KETCHIKAN 99950
KIANA 99749
KING COVE 99612
KING SALMON 99613
KIPNUK 99614
KIVALINA 99750
KLAWOCK 99925
KOBUK 99751
KODIAK 99615
KODIAK 99645
KOKHANOK 99606
KOLIGANEK 99576
KONGIGANAK 99559
KOTLIK 99620
KOTZEBUE 99752
KOYUK 99753
KOYUKUK 99754
KWETHLUK 99121
KWETHLUK 99621
KW IGILLINGOK 99622

231 JUNEAU
15 JUNEAU
6 JUNEAU
3 JUNEAU

19 WRANG/PETERS
1 BETHEL
2 BETHEL
1 BETHEL
3 BETHEL
6 BETHEL
6 YUKON/KOYUKUK

18 BETHEL
16 KENAI

123 KENAI
1 KENAI
1 KENAI

153 KETCHIKAN GATEW AY
8 KETCHIKAN GATEWAY

11 NW ARCTIC
12 ALEUTIANS EAST
1 BRISTOL BAY

17 BETHEL
14 NW ARCTIC
26 PRINCE OF W ALES
5 NW ARCTIC

152 KODIAK
1 KODIAK
5 LAKE AND PENINSULA
9 DILLINGHAM

11 BETHEL
14 W ADE HAMPTON
59 NW ARCTIC
15 NOME
3 YUKON/KOYUKUK
1 BETHEL

24 BETHEL
11 BETHEL



LARSEN BAY 99624
LEVELOCK 99625
MANLEY HOT SPRINGS 99756 
MANOKOTAK 99628
MCGRATH 99627
MCGRATH 99672
MEKORYUK 99630
MENTASTA LAKE 99780
METLAKATLA 99626
METLAKATLA 99926
M INTO 99758
MOOSE PASS 99631
MT VILLAGE 99632
NAKNEK 99633
NANW ALEK 99603
NAPAKIAK 99634
NAPASKIAK 99559
NAUKATI BAY 99950
NELSON LAGOON 99571
NENANA 99760
NEW STUYAHOK 99636
NEW TOK 99559
N IGHTMUTE 99690
NIKISKI 99635
NIKOLAEVSK 99556
NIKOLAI 99691
NIKOLSKI 99638
NINILCHIK 99639
NOATAK 99761
NOME 99762
NONDALTON 99640
NOORVIK 99763
NORTH POLE 99701
NORTH POLE 99705
NORTH POLE 99775
NORTHW AY 99764
NUIQSUT 99789

6 KODIAK
3 LAKE AND PENINSULA
1 YUKON/KOYUKUK

16 DILLINGHAM
9 YUKON/KOYUKUK
1 YUKON/KOYUKUK

10 BETHEL
6 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
1 PRINCE OF WALES

37 PRINCE OF WALES
18 YUKON/KOYUKUK
3 KENAI

33 W ADE HAMPTON
5 BRISTOL BAY
1 KENAI

17 BETHEL
25 BETHEL
2 PRINCE OF WALES
1 ALEUTIANS EAST

18 YUKON/KOYUKUK
19 DILLINGHAM
15 BETHEL
8 BETHEL

12 KENAI
1 KENAI

11 YUKON/KOYUKUK
1 ALEUTIANS WEST

12 KENAI
23 NW ARCTIC
50 NOME
6 LAKE AND PENINSULA

25 NW ARCTIC
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR

62 FAIRBANKS N STAR
1 FAIRBANKS N STAR

12 SE FAIRBANKS
2 NORTH SLOPE



NULATO 99765
NUNAM IQUA 99666
NUNAPITCHUK 99641
OLD HARBOR 99643
OUZINKIE 99644
PALMER 99645
PALMER 99654
PALMER 99745
PEDRO BAY 99647
PERRYVILLE 99648
PETERSBURG 99833
PILOT STATION 99650
PLATINUM 99651
POINT BAKER 99927
POINT HOPE 99766
PORT ALEXANDER 99836
PORT GRAHAM 99603
PORT HEIDEN 99549
PORT LIONS 99550
QUINHAGAK 99655
RAMPART 99767
RED DEVIL 99656
RUBY 99768
RUSSIAN MISSION 99657
SAINT GEORGE 99591
SAINT MARYS 99658
SALCHA 99714
SAND POINT 99661
SAVOONGA 99769
SCAMMON BAY 99662
SELAW IK 99770
SELDOVIA 99663
SEW ARD 99664
SHAGELUK 99665
SHAKTOOLIK 99771
SHISHMAREF 99762
SHISHMAREF 99772

22 YUKON/KOYUKUK
6 W ADE HAMPTON

17 BETHEL
8 KODIAK
5 KODIAK

184 MAT-SU
2 MAT-SU
1 MAT-SU
1 LAKE AND PENINSULA
3 LAKE AND PENINSULA

19 W RANG/PETERS
31 W ADE HAMPTON
3 BETHEL
2 PRINCE OF W ALES

17 NORTH SLOPE
1 SITKA

10 KENAI
1 LAKE AND PENINSULA
2 KODIAK

31 BETHEL
4 YUKON/KOYUKUK
4 BETHEL
8 YUKON/KOYUKUK
5 W ADE HAMPTON
1 ALEUTIANS W EST

25 W ADE HAMPTON
7 FAIRBANKS N STAR
2 ALEUTIANS EAST

39 NOME
17 W ADE HAMPTON
18 NW ARCTIC
7 KENAI

37 KENAI
8 YUKON/KOYUKUK

10 NOME
2 NOME

18 NOME



SHISHMAREF 99775 1 NOME
SHUNGNAK 99773 10 NW  ARCTIC
SITKA 99835 58 SITKA
SLANA 99586 4 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
SLEETMUTE 99668 8 BETHEL
SOLDOTNA 99669 123 KENAI
ST MICHAEL 99659 7 NOME
ST PAUL ISLAND 99660 5 ALEUTIANS W EST
STEBBINS 99671 11 NOME
STERLING 99672 30 KENAI
STEVENS VILLAGE 99774 3 YUKON/KOYUKUK
STONY RIVER 99557 2 BETHEL
SUTTON 99674 12 MAT-SU
TALKEETNA 99676 15 MAT-SU
TALKEETNA 99688 1 MAT-SU
TANACROSS 99776 7 SE FAIRBANKS
TANANA 99777 9 YUKON/KOYUKUK
TATITLEK 99677 2 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
TELLER 99762 1 NOME
TELLER 99778 11 NOME
TENAKEE 99841 1 SKA/HOO/ANG
THORNE BAY 99919 3 PRINCE OF W ALES
TOGIAK 99678 ^3 DILLINGHAM
TOK 99780 38 SE FAIRBANKS
TOKSOOK BAY 99637 21 BETHEL
TRAPPER CREEK 99683 6 MAT-SU
TULUKSAK 99679 14 BETHEL
TUNTUTULIAK 99680 14 BETHEL
TUNUNAK 99681 13 BETHEL
TW IN HILLS 99576 8 DILLINGHAM
TYONEK 99682 4 KENAI
UNALAKLEET 99684 21 NOME
UNALASKA 99685 7 ALEUTIANS W EST
VALDEZ 99686 21 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
VENETIE 99781 10 YUKON/KOYUKUK
W AINW RIGHT 99782 13 NORTH SLOPE
WALES 99783 3 NOME



WARD COVE 99928
W ASILLA 99629
W ASILLA 99645
W ASILLA 99654
W ASILLA 99687
WHITE MOUNTAIN 99784
W HITTIER 99693
W ILLOW  99509
W ILLOW  99688
W RANGELL 99929
YAKUTAT 99689

5 KETCHIKAN GATEW AY
15 MAT-SU
2 MAT-SU

298 MAT-SU
66 MAT-SU
8 NOME
5 VALDEZ/CORDOVA
1 MAT-SU

39 MAT-SU
48 W RANG/PETERS
9 YAKUTAT

7,060



S B  4

A A R P  A l a s k a

March 31,2007

The Honorable Lyrann Hoffman, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

The Hunorable Bert Stcdman, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 998011182

RE: SB 4 (Olson)—Support

Dear Co-Chairs Hoffman and Sledman:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, wc encourage you and your colleagues on 
the Senate Finance Committee to support SB 4, authored by your Committee colleague 
Senator Donald Olson.

SB 4 will extend the SeniorCarc Program beyond the sunset date of June 30, 2007 and 
will increase the monthly cash benefit from $120 to $150.

Approximately 7,000 older Alaskans participate in the SeniorCarc program. Tiic 
majority of them were too young to be eligible for the former Longevity Bonus. ihe 
majority of new cnrollccs to SeniorCare have just turned 65. They were low income 
when they w'ere 64 and arc now eligible for SeniorCarc to help them cope with the daily 
costs of living in Alasku and help them remain in our state as they get older. These are 
not wealthy individuals. The assets test for SeniorCare is S6.0OO for an individual and 
$9,000 for a couple hi order to receive the monthly stipend an individual’s income mast 
be below $ 16,133 annually or 521,641 for a couple. These income limits were set at 
135% of the federal poverty level for 2005. They have not increased since SeniorCare

J0O1 C Street, Suite 1420 | Anchorage, AK 99503 | toll-free 866-227-74471 90/-.141-2270 fa* | toll fun* H77-434 7598 17V 
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was inaugurated. Because of the flat dollar amount, some eligible seniors are knocked 
off SeniorCare each year when they receive their Social Security COLA.

We applaud Senator Olson’s leadership on this bill, particularly his recommendation of 
an increase from S I20 to $150. Wc hope yor and your Committee colleagues would also 
consider working with Senator Olson to bring the eligibility cap to include automatic 
annuul increases in the federal poverty level. This would move the eligibility level from 
$16,133 for a single to $17,240 and for a couple from S21,641 to $23,112.

AARP also recommends consideration of lifting the assets cap beyond the S6,000 
single/$9,000 couple levels. Older persons tend to save for future health care costs, 
including burial expenses. Research tells us that even very low income older persons try 
to save something each month and many older .Alaskans, although wc would consider 
them low income, will save enough and they pass die assets cap.

AARP recommends an “A YE” vote on SB 4.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586- 
3637) or Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK. 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Vice-Chair Charlre Huggins
Senator Kim Flton 
Senator Donald Olson 
Senator Joe Thomas 
Senator Fred Dyson

Sincerely,
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