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CS FOR SENATE HILL NO. 218( )
IN THE LEGISLA'l URE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BV

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR FRENCH

A HILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts.”

BE 11 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF HIE STATE OF ALASKA:

2
*Section L AS 2N.1)5.005(b) is amended to read:
(b) Except as provided in (c) o! this section, a driver may not transport a child

S under the aye of 1> in a motor vehicle unless the driver lias provided the required
(| safely device and properly seemed each child as described in this subsection A |lI-
7 1111 ] child
8 (n less than one year of am* or a child one year ol aye or older »lic
0 sveinhs less than 20 pounds shall he properly secured in a rcar-faciii' child sal‘clv

seat that meets or exceeds |[IS 1 ESS IHAN FOUR YEARS Ol AGE, Till* CIII 1)

SHALL BE PROPER! Y SECURED IN A (Till D SAFET Y DEVICE MEM INC

11114| standards ol the United State: Department ol iranspoitatioii and is used in
13 accordance with the manufacturer's instructions:
|-| (2) one or more sears of aye hut less than Use sears of auc who
15 weighs over 20 pounds shall he prn|»crl\ secured in a child lesirainl device that

4* CSSH 218( |
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meets or exceeds the standards of (he United States Department of
Transportation and is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions:
(3) over four years of age hut less than eight year;; of age who is
less than 57 inches in height and weighs 20 or more pounds hut less than M
pounds shall he properly secured in a booster scat that is secured by a seat hell
system or by another child passenger restraint system that meets or exceeds the
standards of 1lie United States Department of Transportation and is used in

accordance with the manufacturer's instructions:
(4) oyer four years of atie who exceeds the heiuht and weight

requirements in (3) of this subsection shall he properly secured in a seat licit:
(5) eight years of age [FOR A CHILD SAFETY DEVICE FOR

INFANTS. IF THE CHILD IS FOUR) but not yet 16 years of age Who does not
exceed the height and weight requirements in (3) of this subsection [ THE
CHILD] shall be properly secured in d child safety device approved for a child of that

[AGE AND] size by the United States Department of Transportation or in d safety

belt, whichever is appropriate for the particular child.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 218

(S) Publish Date: 2/6/08
Identifier (file name): SB218-DOT-PD-01-28-08 Dept. Affected] DOT&PF
Title An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts. RDU Planning

Component Program Development
Sponsor Senator Hollis French
Requester Senate Transportation Component Number 2762
Expenditures/Revenues estimated $194,235 additional federal funding in FFY09
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 194.2 | 194.2 | f I I I

[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 I oo | 0.0 | 0.0 ( 0.0 1 0.0 I 0.0 1

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts 194 2
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mentnl Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL 0.0 194.2 194.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

194.2

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsis:  (Attach a Soparato pago i! noc.oss.iry)

Federal DOT Chief Counsel has confirmed that the passage of SB218 will qualify Alaska for additional federal funds.
Alaska would be eligible to recieve an estimated $194,235 in FFY09 and $194,235 in FFY10. The exact funding

amount will be based on the number of states that qualify and apply for funding.

CHILD SAFETY AND BOOSTER SEAT INCENTIVE GRANTS provide funds to States that are enforcing a law
requiring any child riding in a passenger vehicle who is too largo to be secured in a child safety seat to be secured in a
child restraint that meets the requirement prescribed under section 3 of Anion's Law (49 USC 30127 note; 110
Slat.2772), for an appropriate child safety seat or booster seat. States become eligible for these funds when specific
weight and height of children are included in statute.

Prepared by:  Mary Siroky Legislative L' rison
Division Commissioner's Ollico

Phono 907 465-4772
Dato/Tinio 1/28/08 2:.00 PM

Palo 1/28/2008

Approved by: Nancy Single
Diroctor Division of Administrative Services

talos-voottown) Pago to 12



FISCAL NOTE U 1

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. sB 218
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

0 qualify (or a,grant under this program, a State child restrajnt |a ot leave any gaps in coverage
F rgh pn und 8 years old Ee% aps between coverage kyaW&J {gtyseat an aggosterseat%g

Current Alaska law requires the use_of proper safely devices for children under Ihe ago oi 16 a
approved Ly tﬁe US [%partment ofe Traﬁ Pgrtatlon %ut does mcluge wﬁch sa?ely de\gl ce must Be used
based on achild's age, height and weigh

SB 21° puts USDOT National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommendations in
statute, Blarl fying for law enforcengwent )c/)ffluals what gewces arc reqm‘ed for [?roper child restraint.

to 5Q percept of the rant tale receives in a fiscal year e used fo fund programs fo
gﬁ‘r‘%Uﬁén g]n(gdlostnﬂg)ut ch?lt? |X oni mncome famHlnes pTﬂg rema|fr

saf t)( seags an restra ﬁ r} %
e used to arr sarely seat and child restrain , Incluging; epfortemen
f i { |a restraint pr I f
Ild restram& laws; training’o | assenger safety pro eSSJona |ceo cers |re

egucaf rsthaenpugixrents concernl aI as ectso Jwe us q fety

emergency n\e ICa gersonn
seats-ana child restraints:; an educating CCOﬂCGI’ﬂII’Igt Proper use an msta Iatlon 01 C

safety seals and child restraints.
DOT&PF would receive these federal funds through federal transportation funding v'a the capital budget.

Fngo 2 of2
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Marilyn Dize

From:  Louanne Christian

Sent:  Thursday, April 03, 2008 4:36 PM

To:  Ihtcllc+senateschedule@ legis.state.ak.us
Subject: SFC Agenda for Friday

AGENDA

Friday, April 4, 2008
9:00 AM

SB 218-CHILD SAFETY SEATS & SEAT BELTS

SB 226-VEXATIOUS LITIGANTS

HB 326-M1L1TIA & NATL GUARD FIGI IT WILDLAND EIRE

%/v :o0d<s



5B 21H

Chiltf Vjal'cN Sc.its aiul Seal Hells

1) A child under one
year, Or over one year
but under 20 pounds
shall be secured in a
rear facing child safety
seat

2) A child one to
four years of age
who is over 20
pounds shall be
properly secured
inachild
restraint device.

3) A child over four

years, but under
eight years who is
less than 57 inches
and under 80
pounds shall be
secured in a hooster
type seat or another
child passenger
restraint system
secured by a belt
system.

AS 28.05.098 -A person
for sale, or install a child safety device that

4) A child over
four years of age
who exceeds the
height and weight
requirements of 3)
shall be secured in
a seat belt.

does not meet federal standards

5) A child between
the ages of eight
and sixteen who
docs not meet the
height and weight
requirements of 3)
shall be secured in
a child safety de-
vice or a scat belt,
whichever is appro-
priate.

may not sell, offer
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Safe Kids

Alaska

January 30, 200,S

The Honorable Senator Hollis French and Members of the State of Alaska Legislature

Transportation Committee

Dear Senator French and Transportation Committee Members,

On behalf of Safe Kids Alaska, 1urge you to support Senate Bill 21,S, the proposed
upgrade to Alaska’s child passenger safety law. 1strongly urge you to approve this
legislation in its entirety during the current legislative session.

As you may know, motor vehicle crashes remain the leading cause of unintentional
injury-related death among children ages Id and under. Hath year, nearly 1,600 child
occupants ages 14 and under die in motor vehicle crashes and close to 228,000 are
injured as occupants in motor vehicles. Unrestrained children are more likely to be
injured, to suffer more severe injuries, and to die in motor vehicle crashes than children

who are restrained.

We know that strong occupant protection laws that are consistently enforced are one of
the best ways to prevent injuries and save children’s lives. Senate Bill 2 1S. if enacted
into law. would close a significant gap in Alaska's child occupant protection law by
clearly requiring some older children to ride properly restrained in a booster seat or higli-
weight-harness child restraint, secured by the motor vehicle’s safety belt system.

If.Safe Kids Alaska can be of any assistance to you regarding Senate Bill 2 1S. please do
not hesitate to contact inc. Thank you for your leadership on this important safety

initiative for Alaska's children!

Sincerely, = |

sura /. ICNISN'It. RN. UsAs. cvsT/
Salt* Kills Alaska Stale Coalition Coordinator
('laid Passenger Safety "technician Instructor
the Children's Hospital at Providence
telephone: Chi?) 2M-3CM

| iii.nl; safckidsnkfri tnovidcnce.on*

Safe Kids Alaska: Pre' eitling Childhood Injury in The | asi Frontier



January 25, 2008

Senator Hollis French
Alaska State Legislature

Support Letter: SB 218
Child Safety Seats and Scat Belts

Booster seats DO save lives and DO prevent life long injuries.
The last child passenger safety law written in Alaska was in the 80’s. We have discovered

since then, through the advancement of technology, ofon-sccne crash investigations,
hands-on emergency trauma treatment, through pediatric intensive care, and months, if
not years, of rehabilitation the serious consequences of non-use and misuse of child

restraints.

I have been an emergency department registered nurse in three major western trauma
centers during my 42 professional years. The last 22 of those years. 1 worked in the
largest emergency department in an Anchorage. Alaska and coordinated a statewide,
national injury prevention program for children.

Currently, in “retirement”, Iserve as the Chair of the Alaska Committee for

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) and am a nationally certified CPS Instructor.

Beginning in 1987 in Alaska, CPS technicians and instructors began “checking” car scats,
educating parents and caregivers how to choose and correctly install seats. Annual
evaluation of thousands of car seat “check” records, indicated an 85% misuse rate in the
most commonly used seats, with three or more critical errors. We also continued to find,
through the years, parents and caregivers misunderstood the Alaska Child Passenger
Safety Law, Most, when questioned, said the law allowed children to turn forward facing
MLFORL one year of age and children could MOVF to a “safety belt” at age 4.

Due to muscle instability and bone growth, children MI 1ST remain rear facing until they
are at the very least one-year of age and 20 pounds. lhe American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends, baring any medical conditions, children remain rear facing lor even longer
depending on the range of the car seat. Car seat belts (lap only and lap-shoulder) were
designed by all car manufacturers for individuals over 4 foot() inches and heavier than
originally indicated, titling over the upper thighs, across the chest, with knees bent at seal
edge, feel touching the lloor. holding an individual safely in the restraint.

It is tune to join the majority of states and update Alaska’s ( liild Passenger Safety Law.
We have the knowledge and the data indicating children are at risk if not secured
properly and secured in booster seals for a longer period than previously indicated.
Parents look lo our current law for guidance and have been confused, putting children at

risk.

fhetc is nothing quite so tragic as the loss of a child due to preventable injuries.

Iban you for your consideration: Margaiel (Peggy) llayashi. R.N.



January 24, 2008

Dear Senator Hollis French,

Thank you for hosting Senate Bill 21S which if passed, would mandate booster
seat use for children under 4°’9”. The law currently states “Children over four must be
secured in an approved child safety seat, booster seat or safety belt, whichever is
appropriate for the particular child.”

As a nationally certified Child Passenger Safety instructor, 1work with families
promoting motor vehicle safety. Itis quite common to find the 4-S year old child
restrained only by a seat belt. If Senate Bill 218 was passed, parents with children
between 4-S years old would know that a booster seat is appropriate for their child’s

motor vehicle safety.

lcommonly witness youngsters (4 to 8 years old) in seat belts only. Scat belts are
designed for an adult body and do not tit a child properly; the shoulder belt cuts into their
neck or face, the lap belt fits high on their abdomen. To counteract the poor fit, the child
puts the shoulder belt behind their back- now the child only has a lap belt holding them

into the vehicle.

Unfortunately in the event of a crash, if the child is only secured by the lap belt up
high on their abdomen, the injuries to their internal organs, spine, neck, and head are far
greater and severe. National studies have shown children restrained in booster seats are

sixty percent safer than scat belts alone.

In the June 2003 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association, a
study was published showing the first real world evidence of the added safety benefits
of booster seats compared with seat belts alone. In addition, the study demonstrates that
proper positioning of the belt by booster seats virtually eliminates injuries associated with
scat belt syndrome, including injuries to the abdomen and spine. In contrast, children in
the study who were restrained in seat belts alone suffered injuries to every body region.

Seat bells are not designed for children, seat belts are designed to fit those over
4°9” and at least NO pounds, | et’s protect our Alaskan children, as 39 states have, by

passing a Booster Seat law.

lhank you and please let me know if I can be assistance m promoting booster seal

legislation. Sincerely, Beth

Beth Schuerman, ('ertilicil Child Passenger Safely Instructor
8805 l.iltlo Brook St.

Anchorage, AK 99507

907-244-1123



Alaska Automobile Dealers Association

January 25, 2008

Rc: SB 218

To All Members of the House and Senate:

I'he Alaska Auto Dealers Association Board of Directors passed a unanimous resolution
in support of SB 2HS and we urge you to support this worthy bill. SB 218 bill, if passed,
will help protect young children by updating the current infant and booster seal law

which Inis become outdated.

For example, current law gives the parent the option of placing a small four year old in a
booster seat or utilizing a seat belt. Vehicle safety systems have advanced dramatically
since the current law was written with a variety of active and passive safety devices being
added to vehicles. Front, side and curtain airbags, which have tremendous explosive
force if triggered, arc just oneexample of safety devices that weren’t in existence when

the current law was written.

As automobile dealers, we can assure you that no vehicle manufacturer recommends
placing a small four year old in a seat belt only. Doing so could result in serious injury or

death to the child.

Nearly fort\ two states have updated their infant and booster seat laws along the lines

proposed. By adopting new legislation, the State will be eligible for grant monies which
could he used for a safety campaign. Most importantly, however, updating our law will
insure that children are belter protected on Alaska's roads. We urge and appreciate your

support of SB 218.

Sincerely.

Jon (’ook
Legislative Director

Alaska Automobile Dealers Association ¢« F.O. Mo\ 7| 577 « Fairbanks, AK 99707
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Allison Biastock

From:  Heath, Brian [BHeath@borough.kenai.ak.us]
Sent:  Monday, January 28, 2008 4.51 PM

To:  Allison Biastock

Subject; SB218

As a Paramedic/ Firefighter, as a Parent of three children and as someone who has witnessed the aftermath of
preventable childnood injuries, | fully and without reservation support the passage of SB218.

NREMT-P/Engineer/CSS Tech
Brian P. Heath _
Central Emergency Service

Soldotna, Alaska

1 .1520)(ON
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$)? Property Casualty Insurers Association of America

January 29, 2008

The Hon. Hollis French
Alaska State Senator
State Capitol, Room 417
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Support for SB 218

Dear Senator French,

On behalf of the more than 1,000 insurer members of the Property Casualty Insurers
Association of America, who collectively write more than 40% of the property/casualty
insurance policies in force in the United States today, | am pleased to inform you of
our support for your proposed SB 218, an act relating to child safety seats and seat

belts.

PCI has recently adopted a revised policy position on the issue of child safety in
private passenger autos, which recognizes that while all 50 states currently have laws
on the books aimed at protecting children traveling in private passenger autos, there
are gaps in those laws in many states, particularly in the 4-8-year old age group,
Passage of SB 218 would bring Alaska into compliance with standards set by the
National Highway and Transportation Safety Administration for children. We support
this legislation and applaud the efforts you and your colleagues in the Alaska
Legislature are putting forth to improve child safety.

Please let me know if | can provide any additional information.

Warm Regards,
Kenton Brine
NW Regional Manager

CC: Kris Knauss. PCI AK lobbyist

1000 Water Street SW. Ste 2 - Olympia. Washington 98501 «360.915.0268 - kcnton.brliiowpclao.net
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M i
CHlLP_REK'S The Children's Hospital at Providence
hospital

January 30, 2008

"The Honorable Senator llollis French and Members of die State of Alaska Legislature
Transportation Committee

Dear Senator French and Transportation Committee Members,

On behalf of The Children's Hospital at Providence, | urge you to support Senate Bill
218, the proposed upgrade to Alaska's child passenger safety law. |strongly urge you to
approve this legislation in its entirety during the current legislative session.

As you know, motor vehicle crashes remain die leading cause of unintentional injury-
related death among children ages 14 and under. Each year in the United States, nearly
1,600 child occupants ages 14 and under die in motor vehicle crashes and close to
228,000 are injured as occupants in motor vehicles. Unrestrained children are more
likely to be injured, to stiller more severe injuries, and to die in motor vehicle crashes

than children who aie restrained.

The Children’s Hospital at Providence provides the hospital care to many of Alaska's
children who are seriously injured in automobile accidents. So many of these tragedies
could be prevented or would have less severity if the children had been adequately

restrained.

Wc know that strong occupant protection laws that arc consistently enforced arc one of
the best ways to prevent injuries and save children’s lives. Senate Bill 218. if enacted
into law, would close a significant gap in Alaska's child occupant protection law by
clearly requiring sonic older children to ride propcily restrained in a booster seat or high-
weighl harness child restraint, secured by the motor vehicle's safety hell system.

Il we at Ilie Children’s llospital at Providence can be of any assistance to you regarding
Senate Bill 21S, please do not hesitate lo contact me. Thank you for youi leadership on

this important safety initiative for Alaska’s children!

Executive Director - The Children’s Hospital at Providence

"L kiliiviKin, o I &\ ,vr K30, AlL*DWHICH ¢ vy iliJ/etUfifftiisliMpit.il s«»)/ Mi? 2211





