




I  w a n t  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e  o n e  o f  y o u  fo r  t a k in g  t h e  t im e  
o u t  o f y o u r  b u s y  w o r k lo a d  to w o r k  o n  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  i s s u e  
(SB216/HB283). I  h a v e  s o r t  o f  m a d e  t h i s  a p e r s o n a l  c r u s a d e  a n d  I  h a v e  
b e e n  w o r k i n g  h a r d  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  fo r  a b o u t  a y e a r  n o w .  I t  is  a r e a l  j o y  to  s e e  
i t  m o v i n g  f o rw a r d  in  t h e  l e g is l a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  A la s k a  
v e t e r a n s  a r e  g a i n i n g  a s in c e r e  a n d  la r g e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  fo r  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  y o u  
" o u r  J u n e a u  s u p p o r t e r s "  a re  p u t t i n g  fo r t h  fo r  v e t e r a n s .  P le a s e  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  
y o u r  c a r in g  e f fo r t s  a n d  d o n ' t  le t  t h e m  d o w n .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r d n e r  a n d  S e n a t o r  E l l i s  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  o f  t h e i r  w a y  to h e lp  
m e  g e t  t h i s  g o in g  a n d  I  a m  so  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  fo r  t h e i r  d e v o t e d  
a s s is t a n c e ,  f  w a n t  to  e x t e n d  t h a t  a p p r e c i a t io n  to  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  n o w  
h a v e  t h i s  I s s u e  b e f o r e  y o u  a n d  I  w a n t  to  t h a n k  y o u  in  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  
f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  w o u n d e d  c o m b a t  v e t s .

I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  w i l l  d o  t w o  t h in g s :  o n e  i t  w i l l  
e s t a b l i s h  a v i s i b l e  h o n o r  fo r  "ALL" w o u n d e d  a n d  d e c e a s e d  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s ,  
a n d  tw o  i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  v is u a l  p r o o f  to  a l l  w h o  t r a v e l  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  
t h a t  A la s k a  n o t  o n l y  c a r e s  b u t  t h a t  w e  s h o w  w e  ca r e .

T h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  a l r e a d y  e x is t s  in  42 o t h e r  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  G u a m .  I  
j u s t  w a n t  A la s k a  to  b e  p a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  s p e c ia l .  I  s u b m i t  t h a t  t h e  
m a n y  A lc a n  t r a v e l e r s  w h o  s e e  t h e s e  s ig n s ,  a n d  k n o w  o r  b e  r e la t e d  to  
s o m e o n e  w h o  w a s  k i l l e d  o r  w o u n d e d  in  b a t t l e ,  w i l l  b e  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  to  
A la s k a  f o r  s h o w i n g  t h a t  w e  c a r e .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  w o u n d e d  c o m b a t  v e t s  I  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  I  
a n x io u s l y  a w a i t  t h e  d a y  t h is  im p o r t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  p a s s e d  in  J u n e a u .

M y  p h o n e  n u m b e r  is  907/562-4254.
M y  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  is r o n a k p h @ q c i . n e t

O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  so  v e r y  k in d ly ;

Y o u r s  in  P a t r io t is m ;
R o n  S ie b e ls  
M O PH , A la s k a

mailto:ronakph@qci.net
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S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
SB  216: P u rp le  H ea r t  T r a i l

The Purple Heart meda l is a United States m i l i ta ry  decoration awarded in  the nam e o f  the 
President to those w ho  have been wounded or k il led in service to their country. SB 216 seeks to 
recognize and honor recip ients by  estab lish ing a Purp le Heart T ra i l in  Alaska.

The P u ip le  Heart T ra i l is a nat ional project to designate portions o f  the interstate h ig hw ay  
system as “The P uqde  Heart Tra i l System”, remind: ng Amer icans o f  the sacrif ices m ade b y  their men 
and w omen in u n if o n n . T he  or ig ina l Purple Heart Tra i l was established in  the C om m onw ea lth  o f  
V irg in ia  at M t. V ernon  and runs the length o f  the V irg in ia  H ighw ay .

Today, the Purp le Heart Tra i l extends across the nation. S ignage d raw ing  attention to the 
designation is p laced at appropriate intervals a long the h ighways to st imulate thought and discussion 
among adults and ch i ld ren  a l ike in contemp la t ing the history o f  this nation, and those w ho  have 
sacr if iced for it.

A laska’s part ic ipat ion in  this national effort is long overdue. W e  have a strong m il i ta ry  
tradition; an estimated 73,000 resident veterans, approx imate ly 25,000 act ive duty m i l i t a ry , anti more 
serving in the Na t iona l Guard, h i recent months, many returning A laskan soldiers have  been honored 
w ith  the Purple 1 Icart M eda l .

T he  A laska H ig hw a y , completed dur ing W or ld  War II by the US A rm y  to serve as a supp ly 
route, is an apt cho ic e  for the des ignation as “Purple Heart Tra i l System”. S igns des ignating the Pu ip le  
Heart Tra i l w i l l  be seen by  both visitors and residents a l ike and w i l l  demonstrate that A laska 
recognizes and honors the sacrif ices made by our wounded and fa llen soldiers.

Please jo i n  m e  in supporting the establishment o f  a Purple Heart Trail in  Alaska.

Senator Johnny hills .Ymv Cu/WiiJ. Km 9/ttnenu. IKVVH0I I ' l t u m - K n  IS  J9  email Senn lnrJohnny l lh o o h -y o  sm tr.ih  ut
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEG ISLA T IVE  SESSION

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

1
CSSB 216(TRA)
2/8/08

Identifier (file name); SB 216-DQT-NDE-02-06-08___________Dept. Affecte_d:_________DOT&PF_______
Title Acl Designating AK Hwy/Richardson Hwy as the Purple Heart RDU  Highways and Aviation

Sponsor
Requester

Senator Ellis
Component Northern Region Hwys and Aviation

Senate Transportation Component Number 2068

E xpe nd i tu res /Revenues ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
Note: Amounts do riot include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

150.0

TOTAL OPERATING 150.0 0.0 0.0 O.C 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I ' T ’ I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipls
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

150.0

TOTAL 150.0 O © 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-time 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0.0 0 0 0 0 C 0
Temporary 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page it necessary)
I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s ix  (6 ) m a j o r  s i g n s  ( a p p i o x  5 ’x12 ') ,  s ix  (6 ) m in o r  s i g n s  (•I,5'x3’), a n  J  t h i o o  (3 ) I n fo rm a t io n a l  k io s k s  a l o n g  
l o c a t i o n s  o n  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  A l a s k a  H ig h w a y s .  T h e  c o s t  fo r  initial i n s t a l l a t io n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t a t i o n s  
a n d  c r a s h  s u p p o r t s  t h a t  b r e a k w a y  in a n  a c c i d e n t . A c o n t r a c t o r  will in s ta l l  t h o s e  s i g n s  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t .

P r e p a r e d  by Mary Sitckv____________________________________________________________________________ P hono  465-4772
Division D Q T& PF, C o m m iss io n e r 's  O iticu  D ute/T lm u 2/G/OB 2:00 PM

A pp ro v ed  by: N ancy  S lag le____________________________________________________________________  D a te  2 /6 /2008_______
D irector of D ivision o l A dm inistration  ___ ________________________

(Iln.KoU HV0M009 OVO) Pago 1 of 1
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Comm it te e  on  Comm it te e s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
White in Session 

Stale Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, AK 99801 

(907)465-3704 
Fax: (907) 465-2529

White in Anchorage 
716 W. a* Ave.Stc. 440 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 269-0169 
F ax :(907)269-0172

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  8, 2008

T O :  S ena to r  Bert S tc dm an
Senate F in a n c e  C om m it te e  C o-Cha ir

F R O M :  S ena to r  J o h n n y  E l l is

R E :  E x p la n a t io n  o l'changes to SB 216 - P u rp le  H e a r t  T r a i l

These changes were made in  consultation w ith  the Department o f  Transportation.

SB  216 
25-LS1280YA

- Sets m in im um  s ign s ize at 20” X  30”
- Requ ires signs to be p laced at terminus

o f  h ig hw ay  and every 50 m iles  
throughout

C S  SB  216 (TRA )
25-LS1280\C

- A l low s  D O T  to determ ine the most appropriate
sign size

- Designates Fairbanks, De lta  Junction, Tok  Junction, and
the Canad ian border for large signs w ith  smaller 
signs at the m idpo in ts

- Specif ies content o f  in formationa l pu l lou t displays

Senator Johnny Hills Stole Capitol, Km, V Juneau, AK VVSUI I'hoitc; (907) 46S-S1Q4 l  ax.fJO?) 4(15-2529 email: Sen,itor_Johnny_EII(s®lcgi(,slate ok us



M u i i i c i ]  j a l i l y

Anchorage
o f

e
\\  Telephone: (907) 343-4431

Mark Begich, Mayor

Fax: (907) 343-4499
11 t t p : / / W W W . m u n i . o r g

P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, A laska 99519-6650

O F F IC E  Ol- T H E  M A Y O R

January 4, 2008

Senator Johnny  E l l i s  
State C ap ito l ,  R o om  9 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Subject: Letter o f  Support

Dear Senator E l l is :

T h e  purpose o f  this letter is to express our uncond it iona l support o f  the in it ia t iv e  o f  
Chapter 593 o f  the M i l i t a r y  Order o f  the Purp le Heart to secure A laska ’s part ic ipat ion in  the 
N a t io na l Purp le  Heart T ra i l System. The idea o f  des ignating ma jor h ighways as port ions o f  a 
N a t io na l Purp le Heart T ra i l  or ig inated in  V ir g in ia  in  1992. S ince that t ime, the trail has extended 
w it h  dcs ignatjons across much o f  the Lower 4S.

T he  Interstate H ig hw a y  System, seen as a tang ib le symbo l o f  our freedom -  the ab il ity  to 
get up and go anywhere , any t im e — provides an opportun ity for a v is ib le  and po ignant rem inder 
o f  the sacr if ices o f  Amer icans w ho  have shed b lood to protect our freedom. For those states that 
part ic ipate in  this trail system, a s im p le  h ig hw ay  designation w ith  appropriate s ignage does just 
that.

G iv e n  the s ign if ican t m i l i t a ry  popu la t ion in  our Great State and the m any  thousands o f  
veterans w ho  m ake  A laska home, w e  see our part ic ipat ion in this program as both a l i l t in g  
tribute to serv ing m i l i t a ry  and our veterans and as an important rem inder o f  their serv ice and 
sacr if ice. T o  a l l w h o  travel A laska ’s stretch o f  the Purp le Heart T ra i l ,  our part ic ipat ion in this 
des ignat ion program says we recogn ize the sacrif ice, we care about those w ho  do and have 
served our country and w e remember freedom is not free.

W e  strong ly  encourage your support o f  this important in it ia t ive .

S incere ly ,



A  RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF A LA SK A  
DESIGNATE THE ALASKA H IGH W AY 

A S A  “PURPLE HEART TRAIL” 
W ITH IN THE ALASKA ROAD SYSTEM

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to never forget those who have given their lives and 
shed their blood in defense o f this great nation; and
WHEREAS, a Purple Heart Trail system has been established throughout the major road 
system of the lower 48 states; and
WHEREAS, Alaska is geographically located at the fa r northwest reaches o f the United 
States o f America; and
WHEREAS, it is in the interest o f Alaska’s citizens, Alaska’s veterans, and Alaska’s 
tourism industry to be part o f the Purple Heart Trail system; and
WHEREAS, Alaska is proud to jo in this worthy effort in providing America with the 
ability to establish tliis Purple Heart Trail all across America; and
WHEREAS, the placement o f signs indicating “Purple Heart T ra il” will simply indicate a 
part of a nationally existing system; and
WHEREAS, the establishment o f the Purple Heart Trail within Alaska will in no way 
change the name o r numerical designation o f any existing road; and
WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway has a well established historical m ilitary significance 
since it was built diming the W W II era for military purposes; and
WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway is the best choice to establish and continue the Purple 
Heart Trail into the confines o f the Alaska Road System.

R E S O L U T I O N  2 0 0 8 - 0 5
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The City Council fo r the City o f Delta Junction by 
this resolution hereby requests the State o f Alaska provide for the signage and 
placement o f the Purple Heart Trail signs at approximately 50 mile intervals along the 
corridor o f the Alaska Highway system within Alaska beginning at Beaver Creek and 
extending on to Delta Junction; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: In order to inform all travelers, a sign designating 
the purpose fo r the Purple Heart Trail also be placed with the Purple Heart Trail signs at 
strategic locations such as entering or leaving the vicinities o f Beaver Creek, Northway, 
Tok, Dot Lake, and Delta Junction; that explains the reason fo r the Purple Heart Trail; 
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The designated note o f purpose signs read as follows:

PASSED A N D  A P P R O V ED  b y  a  d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  q u o r u m  o f  the  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  t h is  4 th  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r  2007.

IN  HONOR OF THOSE BRAVE PATRIOTS 
WHO SHED THEIR BLOOD 

WHILE ENGAGED IN  THE SELFLESS ACT OF 
DEFENDING OUR NATIONS FREEDOM

ATTEST

Pat W hirc, Ciry Clerk
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T O :  State o f  A la s k a
S en a to r  T e d  S te ve n s  
S e n a to r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  D o n  Y o u n g  
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Berta  G a r d n e r

W e  arc p r o u d  to o f f e r  o u r  s trong  suppo r t  fo r  A la s k a  to be a part o f  the " P u rp le  Heart 
T r a i l ” . W e  t h in k  its s im p le  v is ib l e  m essage  is w e l l  d e s e r v e d  b y  those w h o  b ra v e ly  
g a v e  so m u c h  o f  t h em s e lv e s  in  d e f e n d in g  th is  n a t io n .

T h i s  w o r t h y  p r o je c t  c a n  be o f  g reat b ene f it  to o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  the State o f  A la sk a . 
W e  b e l i e v e  that those w h o  sec the s ig n s  w i l l  h a v e  a bette r u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  the 
sa c r if ic e s  m a d e  b y  those w h o  w e a r  the P u rp le  Heart . W e  b e l i e v e  that the t r a v e l in g  
p u b l i c ,  w h e t h e r  A la s k a n s  o r  v is i to r s ,  w i l l  r e a l i/ e  that w e  ca re  a b o u t  o u r  w o u n d e d  
ve terans . W e  fu r th e r  b e l i e v e  that the s ig n s  w i l l  b ea r w itn e s s  that w e  in  A la s k a  not 
o n ly  care a b o u t  o u r  w o u n d e d  ve te rans , bu t w e  are w i l l i n g  to p u t  forth the effo rt to 
v i s i b l y  d is p la y  o u r  deepes t fo nd ness  fo r t h e ir  s a c r if ic e .

M a n y  w h o  t ra ve l o u r  roads w i l l  s u r e ly  k n o w  or be re la ted  to a w o u n d e d  ve te ra n  o r  a 
v e te ra n  w h o  lost t h e ir  l i f e  in  d e fe n s e  o f  o u r  n a t io n . T h e  w a rm  f e e l i n g  th ey  o b ta in  w i l l  
c e r t a in ly  be in  t h e i r  m in d s  as they  traverse the roads o f  o u r  g rea t state. B y  s h o w in g  
th em  w e  ca re  w e  c a n  in s t i l l  a k in d  A la s k a n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e ir  t ra ve ls , a nd  h o p e f u l ly  
w e  w i l l  see t h em  a g a in .

B e  it k n o w n  to a l l  that the c o m m u n i t y  o f  T O K  A la s k a  w i l l  he p ro u d  to be part o f  
the  P u rp le  H e a r t  T r a i l .  W e  suppo rt  it a nd  w e  e n c o u ra g e  a l l  A la s k a n s  to suppo rt  it as 
w e l l .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

.1«>lin \. K iisuiiak. ho'iile in
llnme ,vs b .'l J I: fe ll Jlib-7,11 15*#I . I l.i\ !os will 
I in.ill ji»hii<« nisMiiak.ciiin
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T w e n t y  P u r p l e  H e a r t  m e d a l s  r e s t e d  in  t h e  s e r v i n g  t r a y  T u e s d a y  
w h i l e  1 9  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n - b a s e d  s o l d i e r s  w o u n d e d  in  I r a q  s t o o d  
a t  a t t e n t i o n  a s  b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d  - -  s o m e  l e a n i n g  o n  c a n e s ,  o n e  
m i s s i n g  a  l e g ,  a  f e w  w i t h  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  h e a d .

O n e  b y  o n e  t h e  m e d a l s  w e r e  p i n n e d  
o n  t h e i r  c h e s t s  b y  M a j .  G e n .  S t e p h e n  
L a y f i e l d ,  t h e  s e n i o r  A r m y  
c o m m a n d e r  in  A l a s k a ,  w h o  s t e r n l y  
t o l d  a b o u t  2 0 0  o n l o o k e r s  t o  " n e v e r  
e v e r  m i s s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s a y  t h a n k  
y o u "  t o  t h e  m e n  - a l l  o f  w h o m  a r e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I t h  B r i g a d e  C o m b a t  
T e a m  ( A i r b o r n e ) ,  2 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  
D i v i s i o n .

T h e  w a y s  t h e y  w e r e  i n j u r e d  w e r e  a s  
v a r i e d  a s  t h e i r  w o u n d s ,  S o m e  w e r e  
r i d i n g  in  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  b l a s t e d  
a p a r t  b y  p r o j e c t i l e s .  S o r n e  w e r e  h i t  
b y  r o a d s i d e  b o m b s .  S o m e  w e r e  
w a l k i n g  o n  p a t r o l s  a n d  s h o t  b y
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S ta ll S g t C h a d  LeB lanc of A n ch o rag e  rece iv es  
h is  P u rp le  H ea rt m e d a l from  Ma| G en  S le p h e n  
Layfield. se n io r  Army c o m m an d er in A laska, a s  
19 so ld ie rs  a s s ig n e d  to th e  4 lh  B rigade  C om bat 
T e a m  (A nborne). 25ih  Infantry Division received  
their m e d a ls  T u e sd a y  a) Fori R ichardson
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L aw m ak ers  face  sh o r t se ss io n , m u ch  work 

$2 .a m illion  s e t t le m e n t  e n d s  te e n s ' a b u s e  c a se  

D istric t GOP le a d e rs  call for C ow dery  to  resign  

P u rsu it o f tru ck  e n d s  in d r iv e r 's  d e a th

B u t  S t a f f  S g t .  C h a d  L e B l a n c ,  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  m a y  i i a v e  h a d  t h e  m o s t  u n u s u a l  h  t o  t e l l .  H e  w a s  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  a n  o u t p o s t  s o u t h  o f  B a g h d a d  a n d  w a s  j u s t  p r e p a r i n g  t o  lie  d o w n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n s i d e  
i n s  " c a n "  - -  a  s m a l l  m o b i l e  t r a i l e r  J u s t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  f o r  t w o  b u n k s  - -  w h e n  h e  h e a r d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  
m o r t a r  f i r e  o u t s i d e .

S t i c k i n g  h i s  h e a d  o u t  t h e  d o o r ,  L e B l a n c  j u s t  h a d  t i m e  t o  s e e  a  m o r t a r  r o u n d  b l a s t  i n t o
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n e i g h b o r i n g  t r a i l e r  - -  o n e  t h a t  w a s  u s u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  h i s  b u d d y ,  S g t .  1 s t  C l a s s  J o s h u a  
F e r g u s o n ,  w h o  j u s t  t h e n  w a s  a w a y  o n  l e a v e  In A l a s k a .

S h r a p n e l  f r o m  t h e  b l a s t  h i t  L e B l a n c  in  t h e  s t o m a c h  a n d  l i m b s  a n d  b u r n t  h i s  f a c e  a n d  a r m s .  B e f o r e  
f a l l i n g  i n t o  s h o c k ,  h e  m a n a g e d  t o  f i n d  h e l p .

" I  r a n  a b o u t  2 5  m e t e r s  t o  w h e r e  t h e  m e d i c s  w e r e  a n d  l a i d  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  t o l d  t h e m  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d , "  h e  r e c a l l e d .  " T h e n  t h e y  p u t  m e  o n  a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I w e n t  t o  B a g h d a d  - -  a n d  t h a t  
w a s  i t . "

I n  a n  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m ,  d o c t o r s  r e m o v e d  1 4  p i e c e s  o f  s h r a p n e l  f r o m  L e B l a n c ’s  a r m  a n d  a  b i g
c h u n k  f r o m  h i s  s i d e .  T h e  s h r a p n e l  t h a t  e n t e r e d  h i s  s t o m a c h  h a d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  b a c k
— a n  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  s i n c e  m a d e  t h e  3 2 - y e a r - o l d  A l a s k a n  l e s s  m o b i l e .  f

H e  k n o w s  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w o r s e .  H e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r  t h a t  t o o k  t h e  d i r e c t  h i t  ‘
- -  F e r g u s o n ' s  t r a i l e r .  A s  i t  h a p p e n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  h i s  b u d d y  d i d n ' t  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d e p l o y m e n t  :

u n s c a t h e d  e i t h e r .

(
R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  u n i t  - -  a  t e a m  w i t h i n  t h e  4 2 5 t h  B r i g a d e  S p e c i a l  T r o o p s  B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t r a i n s  f
I r a q i  a r m y  f o r c e s  - -  F e r g u s o n  w a s  b a d l y  w o u n d e d  a b o u t  f i v e  w e e k s  l a t e r  w h e n  h i s  v e h i c l e  w a s  /
s t r u c k  b y  a n  a r m o r - p i e r c i n g  p r o j e c t i l e .

I
T h e  b l a s t  t o r e  u p  h i s  l o w e r  l e g s  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  h i s  l e f t  k n e e .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  l e g  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  1
a m p u t a t e d .  O n  T u e s d a y ,  F e r g u s o n  w a s  s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  r a n k s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  P u r p l e  H e a r t  p
r e c i p i e n t s ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  c a n e  a n d  a  p r o s t h e t i c  l e g .

f
" I  s e t  a  r e c o r d  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  W a l t e r  R e e d  ( M e d i c a l  C e n t e r )  f o r  a n  a m p u t e e , "  F e r g u s o n  s a i d ,  
n o t i n g  h o w  a n x i o u s  h e  w a s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  N o w  h e ' s  h o p i n g  t o  
r e m a i n  in  t h e  m i l i t a r y  •* h e ' s  s e r v e d  11 y e a r s  s o  f a r  - -  a n d  in  A l a s k a .

" I f  I c o u l d  s t a y  h e r e  u n t i l  I r e t i r e  i n  n i n e  y e a r s ,  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t , "  l i e  s a i d .

S p c .  W i l l i a m  S w a i l s ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  R o c k i n g h a m ,  N .C .  •- w h o  l e c e i v e d  h i s  s e c o n d  P u r p l e  H e a r t  o n  
T u e s d a y  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  s h r a p n e l  w o u n d s  t o  h i s  h a n d  a n d  a r m  - is  h o p i n g  t o  r e m a i n  o n  a c t i v e  
d u t y  in  A l a s k a  t o o .  H i s  w i f e ,  C h a s t i t y ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e .

S p c .  J u s t i n  T a u n a i n e n ,  w h o  g r e w  u p  m  A n c h o r a g e  - -  a n d  r e t u r n e d  b y  m o t o r  h o m e  t o  a  l a r g e  
t h r o n g  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  g r e e t i n g  h i m  a t  t h e  M u l d o o n  o v e r p a s s  l a s t  w e e k  • r e c e i v e d  a  P u r p l e  
H e a r t  a s  w e l l .

O n  M a y  2 1 ,  h i s  a r m o r e d  e n g i n e e r  v e h i c l e  w a s  s h u c k  b y  " m u l t i p l e  1 E D S , "  t h e  i m p r o v i s e d  
e x p l o s i v e  d e v i c e s  h i s  u n i t  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  r e m o v i n g  T a u r i a m e n ,  2 3 ,  s u s t a i n e d  s h r a p n e l  w o u n d s  
t o  h i s  h e a d ,  b a c k ,  h a n d s  a r i d  l o g s .

B e f o r e  t u n n i n g  t h e  m e d J i s  o n  t h e  a s s e m b l e d  s o l d i e r s  - -  S g t .  C a s e y  W r i g h t  o f  T u c s o n ,  A r i z . ,  w a s  
u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c e r e m o n y  • l a y f i e l d  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  b r a v e r y .

W e ' r e  f o r e v e r  m  y o u r  d e b t . "  h e  s a i d .  " W e  a c k n o w l e d g e  y c u r  s a c r i f i c e  a n d  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  your 

w a r r i o r  s p i r i t  a n d  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  w h a t  y o u  d i d  f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y . "

F i n d  G e o r g e  B r y s o n  o n l i n e  a t  a d n . c o m / c o n t a c t / g b r y s o n  o r  c a l l  2 5 7 - 4 3 IH

lutp / / ( j w b  i i i J r v c h i i i / l i i i i i l A h i i y W h S J  V / | i  OJOsn I Sc htinl 1/1 S/2008



c c
htlp:/Avww.purpIehcart.org/purple-hcart-trail.html

Pu rp le  H ea r t  T r a i l  was in it ia l ly  established in the C om m onw ea lth  o f  V irg in ia  from its 
start point at M t. Vernon . V A . Through pos it ive leg is lat ive support o f  the V irg in ia  
General A ssemb ly  and through the leadership o f  two o f  its governors, The  Honorab le 
George A l le n  (now  U .S . Senator) and incumbent Governor James G i lm o re  the trail now 
extends down V irg in ia  h ighway 235 (the M t. Vernon Parkway) to US Route ft 1, thence to 
1-95. A l l  o f  1-95 is designated the Purple Heart Tra i l from the Potomac R iver in 
A lexandria , on the M ary land border, down to the State o f  North Caro l ina . It branches o ff 
at Fredericksburg on V irg in ia  I l ig hway  3 (the K ings H ighway) to Stafford Coun ty  and 
thence to the George Washington B irthp lace Nationa l M onum en t in Westmore land 
County , V A . Ano ther leg goes eastward on  1-64 at R ichmond , the state capita l, to the city 
o f  Norfolk. T h e  V irg in ia  Department o f  Transportation has placed ‘ Purple Heart Tra il' 
signs at all rest stops on 1-95 and 1-64 and at other special points a long the total trail.

U lt imate ly , the Purple I Icart I rail w i l l  be extended from V irg in ia  to a l l other states and 
major c it ies o f  the Un ited States. H istor ica l ly , the Purple Heart T ra i l concept w as Inspired 
by the George Wash ington Chapter #1732 o f  Fredericksburg/Spotsylvania, V A . in 1992. 
In convent ion o f  the Order, the delegates voted to approve a reso lut ion estab lish ing a 
symbo l ic  Purple I lean fra il throughout the 50 states. W ith  the C om m onw ea lth  o f  
V irg in ia  be ing the home o f  the two dist inguished general off icers in v o lv ed  in the 
deve lopment o f  the Purple Heart. Generals Wash ington and MacA rthur . the Department 
o f  V irg in ia  members o f  the Order took the lead to institute The  Purple Heart T ra i l in 
V irg in ia , w ith a m emor ia l marker to be erected and dedicated at Mt. V ernon as the start 
point o f  the trail.

In 1996. the Genera l Assembly o f  the Commonwea lth  approved the lirsi step in 
establishing the Purple Heart I rail parallel to 1-95 and that portion o f  V irg in ia  Route 3 
from Washington's birtnplaee in  Westmoreland Coun ty . V A ,  to h is boyhood home at
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Ferry Farm in  Stal'ford County . VA . In 1998, through subsequently leg is la t ive Hat. the 
trail was extended to Norfo lk . VA . end ing at the tomb o f  Genera l Doug las MacA rthur on 
Interstate 64 front R ichmond  (1-95) to Norfo lk and to M t. Vernon. The purpose o f  the 
Purple Heart T ra i l is to commemorate the patriotic Amer ican heritage g iven to us by 
George Wash ington and General MacArthur and for the peop le o f  V irg in ia , and 
ult imate ly a il the states, to memoria l ize those service persons w ho  have had the Purple 
Heart medal bestowed on them or their next o f  k in for wounds received in combat in 
defense o f  our nation.

P u rp le
Heart
Trail

By mark ing these trails w ith appropriate signage, it was conce ived  that the automob i le  
and the Interstate H ighway  System represent very tang ib le symbols o f  our freedom; the 
ab il ity  to get up and go anywhere anytime. W h i le  taken for granted by so many, this and 
so many other freedoms we en joy as Amer icans have been earned through the sacr if ice o f 
m i l l io n s  o f  Amer icans who have shed their b lood and the many w ho  have d ied in defense 
o f  freedom and liberty. The signage was intended as a rem inder that freedom is not free 
and wou ld  st imulate thought and discussion among adults and ch ildren a l ike in 
contemp lat ing the bount ifu l heritage en joyed by all Amer icans as part o f  their legacy.

Major h ighways are the ideal setting for this v irtual trail, and u lt imate ly , the M il i t a ry  
Order o f  the Purple Heart would l ike to see the entire Interstate H ighw ay  System, 
conce ived by Genera l Dw igh t D. F iscnhower dur ing his tenure as President o f  the United 
States, designated as ma jor portions o f  the Purple Heart Tra i l. Instructional kits have been 
developed and are in the hands o f  all Department Commanders on how  to in it iate 
necessary leg is la t ion in their respective slates to imp lement the cont inued growth o f  the 
Purple Heart Trail System.

National C om m ande r  l .o u ie  Sp ine l l i has accepted expans ion o f  the trail as a ma jor thrust 
o f  his leadership dur ing  his term o f  c i l i c e .  W e who  are on the forefront o f  this great 
effort, can take great pride in establishing this system as a most nob le  and patriotic 
cndea\or o f  the M il i ta ry  Order o f  the Purple Heart that w i l l  become an ind e l ib le  part o f 
our cont inu ing  s e n  ice to this great nation. I f  your state is not yet on board, we encourage 
all local chapters to take this up w ith in the scope o f  their Amer ican ism  projects, Most 
legislatures have been found to be most receptive in support o f  leg is lat ive in it ia t ives 
required to im p lem en t the program. The mood o f  the country is also such that many 
salons wou ld  w e lcom e the opportunity to o i le r  the necessary leg is la t ive language to make 
it happen. G od  Bless Amer ica , our home, sweet home!




